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Colleen Mitchell o
She was the first black mayor of Sopchoppy - and a number of other firsts Test Drive The Award Winning
By LINDA ANN McDONALD , 2026 Nissan Rogue
Correspondent

A woman with deep roots in the
Wakulla community, Colleen Skip-
per Mitchell takes pride in serving
the people and places that shaped
her. Her commitment isn’t just a re-
sponsibility — it’s a reflection of her

history, her values, and her belief in -
lifting others up. =
Colleen Skipper Mitchell was born = .
and raised in Sopchoppy. She is ( =
the daughter of Willie F. and Ethel '_l !

Skipper. Ethel is the Pastor of Skip-
per Temple Community Church, in
Sopchoppy and a longtime writer for
The Wakulla Sun.

A huge milestone for Mitchell
was becoming the first black ma- __:?ﬂ'd!lms of Seuc by
. . . e P, s & e s -
jorette with Wakulla High School
War Eagles under section leader
Jackie Lawhon. Mitchell said, “It

——— The Best People, The Best Vehicles

MFTW

'O LINDA ANN McDONALD

-
was exciting to walk out on the field = %
to perform, and we were coached . .-'-é- £ — 4 Krafi Brothers Dealership
by Ms. Lawhon to always strive for m%__ éiw.
lesson has Always stuck with me: EE S e
> Colleen Skipper Mitchell in front of a photo of her father, Willie Skipper, ™ kraftnissan.com
Turn to Page 7 at the historic Sopchoppy Depot.
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The lowdown on those free credit scores

By BRIAN ENGLISH

The Fair and Ac-
curate Credit Trans-
action Act of 2003
provided individuals
with valuable rights
to the credit informa-
tion companies keep
on them, but did you
know that the credit

score provided to you
may be different than
the one provided to
lenders?

The first thing you
should know is that
you have a right to
see your credit report
once annually with-
out cost. You can find
free credit reports
online. The report
will contain import-
ant information that
may affect your credit
score.

While your cred-
it report can be ob-
tained for free, your
credit score will cost
you money, except in
the case where you

|7ﬁ@/71nmicaanmr:

ANGIE BROOKE

BROKER ASSOCIATE
850.766.3675

Angie@theamericandream.house

americandreamnorthflorida

@ theamericandreamnorthflorida

@ www.theamericandream.house

®) 850-766-3675

a prlmary home or your next
i SRR I

Wakulla County and the

‘-vacation home in

surrounding areas,
I'd be honored to be
your Realtor®!

have been denied a
loan on the basis of
your credit score, in
which case you may
obtain your credit
score for free. Howev-
er, many banks and
lenders are now pro-
viding their custom-
ers with free monthly
credit score updates.
Your credit score is
a numerical represen-
tation of your cred-

itworthiness, which
takes into account
past and current

credit activities, in-
cluding any late pay-
ments, judgments,
liens, bankruptcies,
and foreclosures.
When you see an
offer for getting your
free credit score, it
may be a market-
ing-driven  incentive

to get you to sign up
for a fee-based cred-
it monitoring service.
The score may be only
available at no cost if
you agree to sign up
for a trial subscrip-
tion and don’t cancel
prior to the end of
that trial period.

THE DIRTY LITTLE
SECRET OF
CREDIT SCORES

Before you pur-
chase your credit
score, understand

that the methodolo-
gy used to calculate
the score you buy is
different from that
used to determine the
credit score lenders
receive.

While the correla-
tion between the

scores is high (90%),
correlations vary
among different con-
sumer subsets. For
instance, the cor-
relation is strongest
among consumers
with scores below the
median than for con-
sumers with scores
above the median.
In fact, up to 27% of
the scores received by
individuals could be
placed in a different
credit score category
from what the lender
receives.1

While knowing
your credit score may
be important, it may
be more vital to re-
view your credit re-
port to correct any
errors that may be
hurting your score.
After that, you can

take any necessary
steps to improve your
credit profile.

1. Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection
Bureau, 2023. Based
on a landmark study

published in 2012.
Most recent data
available.
Brian can be
reached at (850)
926-7487.

Securities and invest-
ment advisory services
offered through Osa-
ic Wealth, Inc. mem-
ber FINRA/SIPC. Osaic
Wealth is separately
owned and other enti-
ties and/or marketing
names, products or ser-
vices referenced here
are independent of Osa-
ic Wealth. Osaic Wealth
does not provide tax or
legal advice.

FOLLOW THE Ssun.

@o%@w

New / Used
Land - Home

In-house, on-the-spot financing, No Minimum Credit
Score Required and ZERO down for qualified buyers.
All credit situations considered.

£4 Top dollar paid for your Trade-in,
regardless of age or condition.

A Custom build your home online at www.TrademarkHomesCenter.com

At Thademark Homes...you have fuends with LOW PRICES

% 1700 S. Jefferson St., Monticello, FL
(850) 459-48614 - call anytime *

SEPTEMBER

Pl 9 AM to1 PM

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

DISCOVERSOPCHOPPY@GMAIL.COM
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was 0ff|C|a"y founded by the DR 2 Embellished sweaters emerged

Radio Corporation of America
(RCA), marking a major mile-
stone in commercial radio.
-September 18 - Category
4 Great Miami Hurricane
devastated southeast Florida,
abruptly end/ng the state’s
massive land boom.
-September 20 - Mob boss Al
Capone survived a machine-
un assassination attemﬁt by
e North Side Gang at the
Hawthorne Hotel in Cicero,
[llinois.
-September 23 - Crowd of
120,557 boxing fans pay to
see the Dempsey vs. Tunney
hzavywelght bout at Phildel-

ia

f)Se tember 25 -The League
of Nations signed the 192
Slavery Convention in
Geneva, committing interna-
tional signatories to abolishing
slavery and the slave trade.

MISs

-September 16 - La Opiion,
the most-read Spanish
language newspaper in the
United States and second
only to the English language
Los Angeles Times as the
best-selling L.A. daily news-
paper, published its first issue.
and was in its 100th year of
existence in 2026.

TREE TRIMMING and REMOVAL
© STORM DAMAGE
© TREE PRESERVATION ®
Michael Mongeon
ISA Certified Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified

850-421-8104 le

-
- ServingWak\l\Ian -
— Surrounding Counties
— _ Since 1993 -
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Y LICENSED & INSLRED Jim Porter & Todd Porter Member of the Chamber of Commerce

“If you see someone without a smile today,
give ‘'em yours.”

— Dolly Parton

SN ArkyiSIMs!
My wife asked me if I was even listening and I
thought, “That is an odd way to start a
conversation”

-926-2400

SINCE 19593

WHO INVENTED

THAT?

-In 1903, Mary Anderson
patented the first manual
windshield wiper though
car makers deemed it
unessesary. It later became
a standard on cars world-
wide. Anderson never prof-
ited from her invention.
-Josephine Cochrane
patentded the first

ractical dishwasher
in 1886. She created it
after servants chipped
her fine china, and
soon hotels adopted
the machines. Her
invention is found in
millions of homes
around the world and
her company lives on
through KitchenAid.
-In 1810, Peter Durand
patented the tin can. Early
versions were so thick they
required a hammer. Soldiers
and explorers relied on
canned food for survival,
and it’s now a global staple.
His idea also led to the can
opener.

where you are.”

| QU WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS - CHAINS SAWS FROM $199*
2219 Crawfordville Hwy ¢ Crawfordville ¢ 926-3300

Open Mon. - Fri. 8-5, Sat 8-Noon « 3youtdoorequipment.com

in the early 1940s as American

and European designers began

decorating utilitarian wool and
cashmere cardigans with sequins,
beads, and metallic threads to of-

fer cheerful evening wear during

: Locally Owned- Darell Land
25 Aaron Strickland Rd
Crawfordville, FI 32327

and immediately after World
‘War II. Peaking popularity be-
tween the “40s & ‘60’s. Authentic
vintage pieces are usually lined
with rayon or silk acetate to pro-
tect the wearer’s skin from the

interior stitching weight and to

keep the knit from sagging under
the heavy beading.

8502745-8065

WW. SAﬁuItsheds.com The knitted sweaters were often

Call
850-962-8019
TO
RESERVE THIS
AD
SPACE

TODAY!

What is the 19th
Amendment?

This Amendment gave
women the right to vote in
1920, only after women sup-
porters lectured, marched,
lobbied, and practiced civil
disobedience for years. Many
Americans considered this
a radical change of the
Constitution.

Be sure to practice your right
to vote as generations of
women fought for your right
to do so.

“Do what you can, with what you have,
— Theodore Roosevelt

SPORTS
Who became the heavyweight champion
of the world on September 23, 1926

ikasduwra(q yoe( Suneyep 9761 ‘¢z 10quuaydes uo praom
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manufactured in Japan, the

United Kingdom, or the U.S.,
but the intricate beadwork was

mostly hand-stitched by large
artisan networks and workshops
in British Hong Kong during the

1950s and 1960s.

‘Washing recommendation tags
started around -1970’s. If your
sweater has this tag it is not vin-

co NY

- — Quality Signs Of All Kinds — -

vinyl digital print - stickers - banners - real estate - magnetics
autos - boats - license plates - hand letter - screenprint
aluminum - wood - plastic - foam - sandblasted - routered
business cards - apparel - graphics - logo design

850-421-2301

wakullasign@gmail.com

3 Wakulla Sign Company

tage. Most clothing manufactured

after the mid-1960s transitioned
to plastic zippers instead of the

metal ones.

o
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Bl § REMOVAL

Clint Wﬁgmm

Owner / Operator

s
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- B50-510-6703

Just the Facts:

-No number before 1,000 contains the letter “A” when
spelled out.

-Before alarm clocks, people would pay someone to
knock on their window and wake them up. They were
called knocker-uppers.

-The number four is the only number to have the same
amount of letters as its value.

-The real word for the # symbol is not “hashtag”. It's
“octothorpe.”

-The people who voiced Mickey and Minnie Mouse,
Wayne Allwine and Russi Taylor, were married in real life!
-The White House has its own movie theater. It seats 42

people

You asked,
| answered...
September is a time
to remember how
wonderful you are...
XO, Quincee
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850926-7339
850933-1718 (cell)
Located in Wakullo. County

Locally owned and operated by Charlene & Billy Bishop

I 850-925-5668 ¢ 69 Rn/ers'lde DR., Sf Marl(s Flarlda
F ANY FURTHER SOUTH AND }_'00 ‘RE ALL WET!! /llW/_l YS!

Serving Wakulla & Franklin_.Counties

850-926-5592
Sales & Service

By SAMANTHA KENNEDY

Extension Office

September is Food
B Safety Month and this
= month’s focus will be
on safely storing eggs. I
have been asked sever-
al times recently about
the currently trending
practice of water glass-
ing eggs for long-term
storage and whether it
is a safe practice. The
short answer is no.
But continue reading
to find out just why it
is not recommended.

As interest in home
backyard chicken
flocks continues to
grow, an old-fashioned
food preservation
method known as “wa-
ter glassing” has made
a comeback on social
media. Promoted as a
way to store fresh eggs
for months without re-
frigeration, the prac-
tice involves submerg-
ing unwashed eggs in
a solution of water and
lime or sodium sili-

: 3232 Crawfordv:lle Hwy Crawfordv:lle
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh'Lic. # CAC1814304

Available at 33
Palaver Tree
& Amazon

By Gerald Brown

Co-authored by Herb Donaldson

BOOK YOUR
STAL GETAWAY.

ONNNNNNNNNNNNN

850.713. lODB

cate. While advocates
tout it as a traditional
technique used before
modern refrigeration,
Extension food safety
specialists warn that
water glassing is not
a safe method for pre-
serving eggs.

The primary con-
cern is the eggshell
itself. Although shells
appear solid, they con-
tain thousands of mi-
croscopic pores that
allow the movement
of gases and moisture
between the inside and
the outside of the egg.

Eggs are covered by
a natural protective
coating called the cuti-
cle, or “bloom,” which
helps seal these pores
and reduce the move-
ment of bacteria into
the egg. (Commercial
eggs are washed, which
removes the cuticle.)
However, the ucuticle
loses effectiveness over
time and can be dam-
aged through handling
or storage.

Because eggshell
membranes are per-
meable, liquids and
micro-organisms may
pass through them un-
der certain conditions.

Foodborne illness is
another significant is-
sue. Water glassing be-
came popular during
an era when people
believed eggs were
sterile when laid. Mod-

PHOTO UF/IFAS PHOTOS

ern research has since
shown that the bacteri-
um Salmonella enterit-
idis can be present in-
side an egg before the
shell is formed, mean-
ing contamination may
already exist when the
egg is collected.

Because Salmo-
nella cannot be seen,
smelled, or tasted,
consumers may have
no indication that an
egg has become un-
safe.

Studies conducted
using water glassed
eggs found that the
method did not ade-
quately preserve egg
white quality at room
temperature and often
resulted in undesir-
able changes in flavor
and odor.

In addition, most
pantries, basements,
and storage rooms
cannot consistent-
ly maintain tempera-
tures at or below 41
degrees Fahrenheit,
which is necessary to
slow bacterial growth
and maintain egg qual-
ity.

Temperature fluc-
tuations may create
conditions that allow
pathogens to multiply,
resulting in an unsafe
product.

Instead of relying
on water glassing, ex-
perts recommend us-
ing scientifically tested

PERSONAL SERV l(l

S

WPTVACATIONS.COM
INFOQWPTVACATIONS.COM

Water glassing fresh eggs

is not a safe food prac-
tice. Store eggs in the

refrigerator to reduce the
risk of foodborne illness.

Safe egg storage

preservation methods.
Refrigeration at 41 de-
grees Fahrenheit or
below remains the saf-
est way to maintain
egg quality and safety.

Excess eggs can also
be frozen after being
removed from their
shells, freeze-dried us-
ing proper procedures,
or pickled and stored
under refrigeration.
These methods have
been evaluated for
food safety and provide
more reliable protec-
tion against spoilage
and foodborne illness.

While traditional
preservation practices
often carry historical
appeal, experts agree
that when it comes to
eggs, modern refrig-
eration and approved
preservation methods
offer a much safer al-
ternative than water
glassing.

For more informa-
tion about this and
other related topics,
please call Samantha
Kennedy at (850) 926-
3931.

pm A
Ax/

A Wakulla Wild

Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE
TO HELP?

We always need donations
of these items:

® Bleach

* Paper towels

Fruit cocktail
Birdseed & nuts

* Pedigree wet &
dry dog food

* Friskies wet &
o|ry cat food

Dawn Dish Soap
Florida Wild

Mamma|

Association

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327
FW/MA.org

363-2351
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Participants needed for
research on communication

Would you like to help out with research on communication?
If so, we would love for you to participate in our study.

Your Participation would involve:

o Participants will be assigned to a group where you
will complete between 3-7 sessions that could
include:

Completing a brief background questionnaire, a
cognitive assessment, a hearing threshold
assessment, and a computer-based speech
understanding tasks, post tests, and training.

Visits can last between 30 minute up to 90 minutes

You may qualify if you: 0’
> Are 18 years and older
o Are a native speaker of American English

o Have not been diagnosed with a speech

disorder

Participants will receive up to $200 in Amazon gift cards

If interested, please contact us:

Q. 850-645-3308 IRB # 14004 P! Stephanie Borrie, Ph. D.
B kimberly.mattox@fsu.edu Stephenis Ronie@usuiedu

The Rotary Club of Wakulla presents

Saturday
Octoberber 10th
5-11PM

| Ind1v1dual Tickets
& Tables Avallable

-3Y J%a/w/z, __
195 Harvey Young Farm Road

wakullarotary@yahoo com
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Investing in our youth through prevention

By JARED MILLER
Wakulla Sheriff

As Sheriff of
Wakulla County, I be-
lieve some of the most
important work we do
is not simply solving
crimes, but prevent-
ing them before they
happen. One of the
most effective ways
to accomplish that is
by investing in our
youth.

When young peo-
ple receive guidance,
encouragement, and
opportunities to suc-
ceed, they are bet-
ter prepared to make

responsible choices
and overcome chal-
lenges. That is why
the Wakulla County
Sheriff’s Office re-

| mains committed to

prevention, educa-
tion, mentorship, and
meaningful youth en-
gagement.

Our School Re-
source Officers are
more than a uniform
on campus. They
serve as mentors, role
models, and a daily
source of safety and
support. Through
school-safety initia-
tives, anti-bullying
efforts, and person-
al connections with

students, our depu-
ties encourage good
decisions and help

connect young people
with appropriate re-
sources before prob-
lems escalate.

We are also proud to
provide the L.E.A.D.
program—Law En-
forcement Against

If we don’t

7 L

RMS Marine

Specializing in All of your
Commercial Fishing & Crabbing Needs
850-926-3114 -

3026 Coastal Hwy, Crawfordville FL
RMSMarineSupply.com

have it...
We can get t it!

800-726-3104

CARROLL

CN

Appraisals in
Leon, Wakulla, Gadsden, Jefferson
& Franklin Counties

Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI

State Certified General Real Estate Appraiser #RZ459

850-694-3333

Competitive Rates « County Resident
Specializing in Commercial &
Residential Appraisals
(Including Mobile Homes)

* Leon/Wakulla Native ¢

APPRAISAL

COMPANY,

INC

* Over 40 Years Experience Appraising Real Estate ¢

I
KV’SA Visit Our Website at: www.carrollappraisal.com @xj

Drugs and Violence—
in Wakulla County
schools. Through this
program, deputies
teach students about
drug prevention, bul-
lying, responsible de-
cision-making, and
healthy relationships.
Beyond the curricu-
lum, L.E.A.D. gives
students an opportu-
nity to develop pos-
itive and consistent

relationships with
law enforcement.
Preparing  young

drivers is another im-
portant part of our
prevention efforts.
Through the Florida
Sheriffs Association’s
Teen Driver Chal-
lenge, young drivers
receive free instruc-
tion in defensive-driv-
ing techniques, haz-
ard recognition, and
vehicle control from
trained deputies. The
skills learned through
this program can help
teens become safer

MObIl Kl oiimax: (D ROTELLA

QUID ARM

Synthetic Oil
Damax:

(Includes 5 Quarts)
$6 Per Additional Quarts

and more confident
behind the wheel.
The Wakulla Sher-
iff’s Explorers Pro-
gram offers young
people interested in
law enforcement an
opportunity to gain
hands-on experi-
ence in public safety,
leadership, and com-
munity service. The
program promotes
discipline, teamwork,
responsibility, and a
commitment to serv-
ing others—qualities
that benefit partici-
pants regardless of
the career path they
ultimately choose.
Our commitment
also extends be-
yond the classroom.
The Sheriff’'s Office
proudly works with
local youth organiza-
tions, sports teams,
cheer squads, 4-H
programs, and other
community partners.
Supporting these ac-
tivities means sup-

SERVICE

Offered

With coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 10/2/26

$5 OFF

Full Service
Conventional Oil
Change

$5 OFF

Set of
Wiper Blades

porting the confi-
dence, discipline,
teamwork, and sense
of belonging they help
develop.

Moments of joy
and connection mat-
ter as well, especially
during the holidays.
Christmas in the
Park brings families
together in a festive
and safe environment
while helping pro-
vide gifts to hundreds
of local children.
Through Shop with
a Cop, deputies and
community partners
ensure that children
have an opportunity
to shop for gifts and
essentials and know
that their community
cares about them.

Meaningful pre-
vention cannot be ac-
complished through
one program, one
classroom, or one
agency. It takes par-
ents, educators, law
enforcement officers,
community leaders,
local businesses,
and neighbors work-
ing together. By ad-

dressing concerns
such as vaping, sub-
stance abuse, mental
health, bullying, and
peer pressure early,
we can help young
people make healthi-
er choices and create
safer outcomes for ev-
eryone.

Prevention requires
time, effort, patience,
and heart. However,
every moment spent
teaching, encourag-
ing, mentoring, or
simply showing up
for a young person
is an investment in
the future of Wakulla
County.

At the Wakulla
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, we will continue
leading with compas-
sion, commitment,
and an unwavering
belief in our youth—
because they are not
only our future; they
are our responsibility
today.

Jared  Miller is
Wakulla County Sher-

i

If your Dream Ho !!!l
is on the Water, SHELL POINT
Chances are you’ll

¥\ N find it here in Wakulla =
By the Sea...

Call a realtor who’s not afraid to get her feet wet!

Shari Edington 850-933-6364
Broker Associate

Realty, Inc.

Q7

On The Lake...

Shell Point Realty Inc.

MEDIA INTELLIGENCE

Study Smarter. Teach Easier.
Any media.

secure.echosaw.com/academics

FashoMiped 55 K
MARGARITAS *-

MARCOS"

Lunch Specials

11:00 - 3:00
')850-962-8079

INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT
¥ DOORDASH

2000 Crawfordville Hwy.

Across from Wal Mart
Sun. - Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

|

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordyville

. TIDEWATER boars -

@YAMAHA
OPEN
Mon-Tues: 8:00-5:00 - Wed: 8:00-1:00
Thurs-Fri: 8:00-5:00- Sat: 8:00-1:00 - (losed Sunday
Phone: 850-984-5637

Fax: 850-984-5698
1296 Coastal Highway, Panacea FL 32346
http://www.mikesmarineflorida.com
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Colleen Mitchell

From Front Page

everywhere I go, and
everything I do, I am
always striving for the
best.”

Grounded in the val-
ues she grew up with,
Mitchell approaches
each responsibility with
integrity, compassion,
and a determination to
make her community
stronger for everyone.

Mitchell started her
career working for the
Wakulla County School
Board as a paraprofes-
sional and then went on
to work for the County
Administrator, which
was Parrish Barwick at
the time. “I also worked
with both the Property
Appraiser’s Office and
Wakulla Fire Rescue.
I find it a great honor
to work for all of them,
and I enjoyed it.”

The largest mile-
stone for Mitchell was
to be both the first fe-
male and first African
American Mayor of the
City of Sopchoppy.

“Some of my best
moments on the Sop-
choppy City Council
were working on the
city’s five-year com-
prehensive plan which
included extending the
city’s limits, working on
the city’s organization-
al chart, and repairing
the Sopchoppy School’s
historic gym,” she says.

“One of my most ex-
citing accomplishments
while serving on the
Sopchoppy City Coun-
cil was being a part
of the team working
towards the addition of
more street lighting on
Surf Road and down-
town Sopchoppy,” she
says. “Through grant
funding, we improved
sidewalks, bike trails,
and purchased new
water towers through-

out Wakulla County.
“What I found re-
warding was providing
the best possible solu-
tion to each individual

issue.”
Tallahassee State
College, formerly

known as Tallahassee
Community College,
honored Mitchell for
her innovation and her
accomplishments. Her
achievements are on
display in the school’s
library.

Owning a servant’s
heart, Mitchell has
worked at Tallahassee
Memorial Hospital in
Nursing Operations.
“One of the most re-
warding jobs while
working for the hospi-
tal was when I worked
with funeral directors,
I had the opportunity
to be a beacon to oth-
ers when they were at
probably the lowest
point in their life,” she
says. “To know that I
helped give closure to
families is what is most
gratifying. However,
it did take a toll after
a while, but to know
I made a difference to
these folks is all that
matters.”

Mitchell is a mem-
ber of Skipper Temple
Church of Sopchoppy.
“How fortunate I am to
have my mother Ethel
Skipper as my Pastor,
devoted counselor, and
friend.”

A woman with deep
roots in her communi-
ty, Mitchell is proud to
serve the people she’s
grown up alongside.
Her public service is
grounded in listening,
showing up, and work-
ing hand-in-hand with
neighbors to strength-
en the place they all
call home.

Most recently, Mitch-
ell was appointed by

g ;

the Wakulla County
Commission to work on
the Sopchoppy Depot
Committee alongside
Depot President and
Caretaker Nelson Mar-
tin.

“I love Sopchoppy,”
she says. “I have lived
here my whole life, and
I enjoy supporting and
taking care of the De-
pot and its restoration.
My father has history
here in the Depot, and
nothing can make me
prouder than to work
where my father is re-
membered.”

Mitchell’s father,
Willie, has his photo
on display in the Depot
which highlights the
fact he was a communi-
ty member who rode on

NEED HELP with
YOURMEDICARE
Or

HOSPITAL CO-PAYS

7N

NEED HELP with your
Cash Burial Coverage
Or Final Expenses

Call or text

Joe Storey Agency
706-639-3153

JStorey707@Gmail.com

the train to Carrabelle
and Arran, and is a
veteran of World War II.

Mitchell’s family in-
cludes her husband,
retired NBA basketball
player for the Cleve-
land Cavaliers, Tony
Mitchell; a daughter,
Elizabeth Hawkins,
and a son, Rona Haw-
kins (deceased), and a
son, Gary Clary, who
graduated FSU with
a bachelor’s degree in
computer science with
a business minor this
past July.

As a single mother
raising her daughter
alone, Skipper said,
“l am blessed to have
a father like mine, he
took the father role
upon his shoulders
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| Nelson Martin and Mitchell at the historic Sopchoppy Depot.

and was the best father
figure for my daughter;
I am proud to have a
great father like him.”

Mitchell’s grand-
children include Arie
Hawkins and Helyy
Richardson.

“My grandmother
Charlotte Rosier
worked in the line of
foster care alongside
Wakulla’s former pub-
lic health nurse, Ms.
Anita Townsend. My
grandmother fostered
for families with some
families with as many
as eight individuals
within one household;
public service and hu-
manity is in my blood.”

Hobbies include
crocheting. “I love to
crochet; it just takes

me away - it is very
relaxing. I learned from
Ms. Jane Cambell; her
work was the prettiest
work I have ever seen.”
Mitchell mentioned her
mother, Ethel Skipper,
worked for Campbell
for some time. Mitchell
enjoys singing spiritual
music with “Amazing
Grace” being her favor-
ite hymn.

“Wakulla County is
very special to me be-
cause in Wakulla, you
are connected by either
friendship or family,
and sometimes both.

“Because of my love
for Sopchoppy, I am
strongly considering
serving on the City
Council again in the
future,” Mitchell says.

MARGARITAVILLE

BENEFITS THE
SINGING FOR
CHANGE CHARITY

The Margaritaville specialty license plate in Florida
benefits the Singing for Change charity. This charity,
founded by Jimmy Buffett, provides grants to Florida
nonprofits that help communities recover from natural
disasters. Specifically, the funds are directed towards
organizations assisting with hurricane and other disaster
recovery and rebuilding efforts.

Wakulla County
Tax Collectors '
Office

SPECIALTY TAGS
$15 - $30 additional

to cost of tag.

ARGARITAVILLE



mailto:JStorey707@Gmail.com
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Real life frlendshlp

By GREG GAST

Friendship is a rela-
tionship of mutual affec-
tion between people. It is
not an acquaintance or
an association. Friend-
ship is one of the sim-
plest, most primal bonds
of human experiences.
Friendships are formed
by choice usually on the
basis that the parties in-
volved admire each other
and enjoy common inter-
ests and socialization.

Most friendships have
six agreed-upon expecta-
tions or areas:

e Positive regard:
They genuinely like
each other and are not

pretending to like each
other for the purpose of
social climbing or some
other benefit.

o Self-disclosure:
Friends feel they can dis-
cuss deep personal top-
ics.

¢ Instrumental aid:
This is where friends can
help each other on prac-
tical ways.

e Similarity: This is
friends who have simi-
lar world views. It can be
culture, class, religion,
or life experiences.

¢ Enjoyment: They
believe that it is fun and
easy to spend time with
each other. And finally,

e Agency: The friends
have valuable informa-
tion, skills, or resources
that they can share with
each other.

Studies have shown
that strong social sup-
port improves a person’s
prospects for good health
and longevity. Loneli-
ness and a lack of social
support are linked with
increased risk of heart
disease, viral infections,

and cancer along with
higher mortality rates
overall.

Having few or no
friends is a common
thread among those
who are diagnosed with
a range of mental disor-
ders. Friendships con-
tribute to self-esteem,
self-confidence, and so-
cial development. Having
close friends is correlat-
ed with improved men-
tal health and cognitive
ability.

Friendships matter;
they are a universal sur-
vival tool. At its most ba-
sic friendship provides
security, shared re-
sources, and protection
against isolation. In our
modern times they have
evolved into Companion-

ships: relief of loneliness,
Emotional  regulation:
friends as comforters

and coaches, Resilience:
quicker recovery from
adversities and  set-
backs, Health: reduced
stress, lower blood pres-
sure, and extended life,
Identity support: clar-

Robert W. Kornegay, Sr

Judges 6 tells of the He-
brews’ suffering in Canaan
after they turned away
from God and embraced
idols. To encourage re-
pentance in the Hebrews,
God allowed the Midianite
armies and their allies to
attack. Israel was invad-
ed during harvest, and
their produce was stolen
and they were left in deep
poverty. Invasions against
Israel would continue for
seven years. Just before
the eighth invasion, God
called a farmer named
Gideon to deliver his peo-
ple from the Midianites.
Gideon was reluctant to go
because he lacked confi-
dence that he could do it.
Although God had already
promised Gideon a victo-
ry, Gideon asked for signs
that He’'d keep His prom-
ise. He tells God, he'll
put a fleece on the floor,
and if God'’s truly going to
save Israel with Gideon’s
help, God should make
the fleece wet, but leave
the floor under it dry. The
next morning it's just as

he asked. But Gideon is
unsatisfied, he risks God’s
anger by asking for more.
So, for the second night,
he asked for a wet floor
with a dry fleece. Again,
the next morning it's as
he asked. The floor is wet
and the fleece is dry. Gide-
on is convinced God would
keep his promise. This
episode in Gideon’s life
opened the door to many
people’s imaginations.
People ask for physical,
literal, signs from God.
This is a major mistake.
Scripture clearly warns
against asking for such.
Deuteronomy 6:16 prohib-
its putting God to the test
by such demands. This
principle is confirmed by
Jesus when he is tempted
by Satan in the wilderness
in Luke 4:12. The Jews in-
cessantly demanded signs
from Jesus during his
earthly ministry, but Jesus
steadfastly refused to give
them any. Paul implies
the Jews would suffer se-
vere consequences as a
result of their demands
and doubts. “Putting out
the fleece” is an approach
used by people like Gide-
on who lack faith to trust
God to do what He says
he will do. Twice Gideon
reminded God of what he
had said, and twice Gide-
on asked God to reaffirm
His promises with a mira-
cle. Who are we to remind
God of what He said?

Putting Out the Fleece

Who are we to tell God
what conditions He must
meet, especially when
He has already spoken to
us in His Word? “Putting
out the fleece” is not only
evidence of our unbelief,
but it usually results in our
fleecing ourselves and
suffering severe conse-
quences. One fundamen-
tal fact is that there is no
way to know God’s will or
to receive His guidance,
apart from the Holy Scrip-
tures. The Scriptures are
not a catalog of do’s and
don'ts on all matters of
life in alphabetical order.
Instead, the Scriptures
consist largely of gener-
al and special principles
that are applicable to all
life. These principles are
available to those who
make the effort to under-
stand the Bible adequate-
ly. Wise Christians study
the Scriptures regularly
to learn these principles
so that when needed de-
cisions can be made with
Bible understanding.

Come worship with us
each Sunday @10:00 am

Oyster Bay
Church of Christ
1044 Shadeville Road

Crawfordville, Florida
www.oysterbaychurchofchrist.org

Contact Info:

Robert W. Kornegay
oysterbaychurchofchrist@gmail.com
Listen to more @
PearlsOfWisdomOnline.org

values, encourage
growth and remind us of
who we can become and
Lifelong learning: expo-
sure to new habits, per-
spectives, and different
problem-solving styles.
Here are some ways
to be a better friend. Be
consistent: Being reliable
is the best gift you can
be even in small ways.
Be vulnerable: Share
more of your victories
and your struggles. Be
curious and non-judg-
mental: Ask about their
life, dreams, family, and
struggles. Respect tim-
ing and privacy: Some
folks need space, some
need more frequent con-
tact, know their rhythm.

Practice gratitude:
Thank them for being in
your life.

Let me know what you
think...

Gregory E. Gast, MS,
LMHC is at 3295 Craw-
fordville Hwy. Suite 4
Crawforduville, Florida
32327 or call at (850)
271-8258.

e

A Wakulla Wild

Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE
TO HELP?

We a|ways need donations
of these items:

Bleach

Paper towels

Fruit cocktail
Birdseed & nuts

Pedigree wet &
dry dog food

Friskies wet &

dry cat food
Dawn Dish Soap

Florida Wild

Mamma|

Association

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327
FWMA .org

363-2351

E

UG

View the Sun Monthly e-edition on mobile

“The little paper”

or PC using this QR code.

SUNDAY SERVICE...

850-926-7808 ¢ 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville

S

In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

- | RINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

= LUTHERAN CHURCH (‘@)
MISSOURI SYNOD

10:17a.m.

/

Pastor

— United

SOPChOppy Sunday School

9:45 a.m.

- Worship I'l a.m.
Methodist g, iy

Church  Wed. 6 p.m.
Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 850-962-251 |

Come
& See
Come &
Worship

First Baptist

3086 Crawfordville Highway

DADS, WE'RE SAVING A SEAT FOR YOU & YOUR FAMILY!

Xiﬁﬂ(Church

CRAWFORDVILLE

(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)
850-926-7896 Sunday
www.crawfordvillefbc.com  Mornings
facebook.com/fhccrawfordville at 11 am

YOU ARE WELCOME

No Pressure. No Pretending.

Just a loving family seeking to serve God and others.

\e\\)RC[\] Sunday Worship - 10 AM
&C/ /[/ (Also on Facebook)
@) /& &\ C_ 3803 Coastal Hwy,
> 5 S @) Crawfordville, FT.
5 YV = (850) 745- 8412

Dr. James Needham, Pastor

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

Catholic Church
850 745-8359

Pastor Michael Hartley

Masses:  Saturday 5:00 pm ¢ Sunday 11:00 am
Monday, Thursday and Friday 8:30 am
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm

First Saturday: Mass at 9:00 am

Confessions: Every Saturday 9:30am — 10:30am
Saturdays 4:30 pm - 5:00 pm Or by appointment

Cemetery lots and cremain spaces
850-509-7630 or 850-745-8359

ALL GAMES LIVE

ON 94.1 FM,
WAVE34.COM AND
OUR FREE APPS FOR
APPLE AND ANDROID

TUNE IN AFTER EVERY GAME FOR THE
TOTAL CARE DENTAL COACH'S SHOW!



http://www.crawfordvillefbc.com
http://www.oysterbaychurchofchrist.org
mailto:oysterbaychurchofchrist@gmail.com
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KEEPING PEOPLE & PROPERTY SAFE FROM THE CAPITAL TO THE COAST

Security Systems Digital Signage
C O RB I N Cameras Biometrics 7 days a
Smart Home Technology Data Cabling ~ WeeKk
Monotoring Fiber Optics
- S Y S T E M S Wireless & Networking  Access Control

Audio/Visual Syste S ates
Sound Systemst & ¥ 3

-

Commercial & Residential

850 491-6277

Locally Owned and Operated ¢ Insured — Licensed Contractors ® alarm Lic#EF20001549 Low Volt Lic#ES12001531

On the Horizon

The calendar of events for September

Tuesday, Sept. 1

« Sopchoppy communi-
ty dinner is held every
week at the Towles
House at 6:30 p.m.

« Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets at 6:30 p.m.
at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, Sept. 2

« Wakulla County Co-
alition for Youth meets
at the Wakulla Public
Library at 12:30 p.m.
 Muffins with Moms
Prenatal Support Group
meets at 9 a.m., 9:30
a.m., and 10 a.m. at the
Wakulla County Health
Department. Contact
Liz Neighbors at 850-
888-6078 or elizabeth.
neighbors@flhealth.gov
for more information.

o A line dance class is
held at 1 p.m. at the
Wakulla Senior Center
every Wednesday.

« Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets at noon and
6:30 p.m. every Wednes-
day at 54 Ochlockonee
St.

Thursday, Sept. 3

o The Rotary Club of
Wakulla County meets
at the TSC Wakulla
Center at 8:30 a.m. on
Thursdays.

o Coastal Optimist Club

meets at noon at Myra
Jean’s on the first and
third Thursdays.

o The VFW Auxiliary
Bingo Night will be held
at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran
Road in Crawfordville,
every Thursday. There
are concessions and
raffles.

o Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets at 6:30 p.m.
every Thursday at 54
Ochlockonee St.

Friday, Sept. 4

o Wakulla War Eagles
travel to Tallahassee to
play the Chiles Timber-
wolves at 7 p.m.

o Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets at noon and
7 p.m. every Friday at 54
Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, Sept. 5

o The Panacea Commu-
nity Garden Farmer’s
Market will be held
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon
in Panacea.

Sunday, Sept. 6

 Wakulla Giving Hands
holds a food giveaway
every Sunday from 12:30
to 2:30 p.m. at the facil-
ity across from Medart
Elementary on Highway
98.

o Alcoholics Anony-

”@ﬁﬁ%
With all your

REAL ESTATE

v

Buying, Selling
Or just looking?

Z efs ¢ f;-;u-z,(//c;./?’

ko reerwLavs

) Marsha Tucker

Broker / Associate / Top Producer

MarshaTucker@KW.com
850-570-9214

Leon, Wakulla, Franklin

mous meets every Sun-
day at 6:30 p.m. at 54
Ochlockonee St.

Monday, Sept. 7

« LABOR DAY - Banks,
schools and government
offices will be closed in
observance.

o The Wakulla Caregiver
Support Group meets

at Lake Ellen Baptist
Church at 9:30 a.m
every Monday .

» Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets at 6 p.m.
and 8 p.m. every Mon-
day at 54 Ochlockonee
St.

» Gentle Yoga and
Stetching Class with
Margaret every Monday
at 11 a.m. First Baptist
Church CLC Building
in Crawfordville. Bring
a mat.

Tuesday, Sept. 8

» Wakulla County
Commission meets in
commission chambers
at 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 9

» Wakulla County In-
dustrial Development
Authority meets in the
county administration
conference room at 4:30
p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 10

~

A CONCIERGE COUNSELOR

« St. Marks City Com-
mission meets at City
Hall at 6 p.m.
-926-6050.

Friday, Sept. 11

¢ 9/11 Memorial event
will be held at the sher-
iff’s office parking lot at
8:30 a.m.

« Echo & Vibe, a light
and sound experience at
Palaver Tree Theater, 59
Shadeville Road, from
7 to 10 p.m. Tickets are
$25 advance or $30 at
the door.

» Wakulla War Eagles
travel to Santa Rosa
County to play the Pace
Patriots at 7:30 CDT.

Saturday, Sept. 12

o Threads Through
Time, a presentation

by the Wakulla County
Historical Society, will
be held at the Craw-
fordville Woman’s Club
from 2 to 5 p.m. Tickets
are $25 and available at
the historical society gift
shop.

« Night Sky Program

at St. Marks National
Wildlife Refuge for
guests from first time
sky watcher to experi-
enced stargazers and
photographers, from
8:30 to 11 p.m. $5 per
car. Gates closes at 9

GELLIS LAW

PLLC

p.m. and will not re-
open for entry after that.
Tallahassee Astrological
Society will have tele-
scopes for the public to
use or bring your own.
o The Wakulla Caregiv-
er Support Group will
meet at the Wakulla
County Public Library
at 10 a.m. every second
Saturday of the month.

Monday, Sept. 14

» Wakulla School Board
meets in the district
office at 5:45 p.m.

« Planning commission
meets at 6 p.m. in the
commission chambers.
« The Sopchoppy City
Commission meets at
6:30 p.m. at City Hall.
 Crawfordville Wom-
an’s Club monthly
meeting is the sec-

ond Monday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at
64 Ochlockonee St.,

in Crawfordville. Call
(850) 566-5727 for more
information.

Tuesday, Sept. 15

« Sarracenia Chapter of
the Florida Native Plant
Society meets atthe
public library at 6:30
p.m. Dr. Chuck Hess
will speak on “Trends in
Vegetation, Prescribed
Fire and the Landscape
Trap in the Apalachicola

Sean W. Gellis, Esq

National Forest.”
Friday, Sept. 18

» Wakulla War Eagles
host the Rickards Raid-
ers at ].D. Jones Stadium
at7 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 19

« Festival of Joy, an
event for special needs
kids, will be held at

the Lodge at Wakulla
Springs from 1 to 4 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 22
« FIRST DAY OF FALL.
Friday, Sept. 25

» Wakulla War Eagles
host the Suwannee
Bulldogs at J.D. Jones
Stadium at 7 p.m.ina
district rivalry.

Saturday, Sept. 26

o St. Marks Communi-
ty Market will be held
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in
St. Marks.

« Panacea Blue Crab
Festival will kick off
with the parade at 10
a.m. and gates open to
Woolley Park at 10:30
a.m. General admis-
sion is $3, kids 12 and
younger free.

Founder & Managing Member

Local Wakulla Attorney ¢ Local Resident & Neighbor

Services

</ Estate Planning

¥ Civil Litigation

&/ Corporate Formation
¥/ Asset Protection

Practice Areas
& Wills & Trusts
&/ Lawsuits

&/ Probate Cases

/f/Contract Drafting & Review
</ Probate & Trust Administration
#/ Government Consulting

&/ Insurance Claims

@ Administrative Law

&/ Business Law
</ Corporations

Office 2931 Crawfordville Hwy

| (448) 500-6327

@ Sean@gellislaw.com

State & Federal
Government
& Admin Practice

. (

@ www.GellisLaw.com


mailto:Sean@gellislaw.com
http://www.GellisLaw.com
mailto:neighbors@flhealth.gov
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Agents Who Are

REALTORS

Have the Expertise
to Guide You as You 1
Make Your Next Move. [

nnnnnnn

CROSSWORD

Tallahassee
BOARD of REALTORS®

CLUES
ACROSS

1. Carved into

7. __Rogers,
cowboy

10. Unruly lo-
cale

12. Edible
mushroom

13. Influential
noblemen

14. Rattling
breaths

15. David __
George, Brit.
PM.

16. Musician
Clapton

17. Small Eur-

asian deer

18. Invests in
little enterprises
19. Perimeter
21. Chicago
ballplayer

22. Animal
body part

27. It’s every-
where these
days

28. Fictional ad
exec

33. Mr. T char-
acter Baracus
34. Against the
current

36. Subway ro-
dent

37. Armor plate
38. Hair on the

head
39. Strong in-
sect

". » //

BERY

w;m EAGLES FIGHT]

SINCE 1955

ey = = —
=\ A5 4
o ol |\ 2)
i B 0 =
M == y
- 7,
afb S

CONSULTANTS, INC.

CLUES
DOWN

1. Root of taro
plant

2. Those ones

40. Swollen 3. Appliances
lymph node have one

41. A way to 4. A way to
lessen sing

44. Walter 5. Midway be-
White poison  tween east and
45. Sleeveless  goutheast
garment 6. Animal

48. Long ac- dwelling
companied song 7. An object
49. Without that as survived
features from the past
50. Yankee 8. Oil cartel
great Mattingly 9. Affirmative

51. Removes
from record

2 3 4

5

10. Foul smell
11. Brisk tempo

12. S. American
indigenous per-
son

14. Restored
17. Official

18. Skin lesions
20. Electroen-
cephalograph
23. Middle
Eastern country
24. Extremely
angry

25. Title used
before a wom-
an’s name

26. British ther-
mal unit

29. By the way
(abbr.)

30. Anger

31. Nullifies

32. Ones who
acquire

35. Time zone
36. Arabic
name

38. Protein in
mucus

40. Ballpoint
pen

41. Mimics
42. Humans
have a lot of it
43. Expressions
of good wishes
44. Cool!

45. One point
east of due
south

46. City of An-
gels football
team (abbr.)
47. A way to
save for retire-
ment

Like puzzles? Then you

s0 sharpen your pencil and put y
Here's How It Works: Sudoku pu
the numbers 1 through 9 must fi
and box. You can figure ouf

=3
o
g
8
=l
&

asier i

Il love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzl

le will have you hooked from the moment you square off,

lown into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku,
ear o ch row, column

~|o|ols|an|wvw]olo|~]?
~[ofwlo|lo|afs|~]|o]
o|lofol—|<|~fwv|a]o

< |~ |ajo|w|ofo|~|o] £ E
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CLASSIFIEDS MARKET

HOME OF THE $°3

UP TO 20 WORDS

NEW VISION
S GUTTERS

YOUR LOCAL WATER
DIVERSION SPECIALIST

448 ¢ 2206 2311

www.newvisiongutters.com

Installation Services: ™
Hardwood Englneered _
Floating FIoorlng LA
Glue Downs ' Laminate

Nail Downs & Vinyl )

Call Today for{your
FREE Estimate

850745-8723 GLHFQuahty

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com

Gene
FARM Lambert
BUREAU \
INSURANCE gency
» Manager
FARM BUREAU INSURANCE
of Wakulla County

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM
2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition

850-933-8505 .

FREE ESTIMATES

Mobile: 850-519-2292

SchatzmanSusan @gmail.com

TOWN & COUNTRY

KELLERWILLIAMS

Massages, Facials,
Body Treatments

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing
www.SunraysSpa.com

2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

NS
. Crawfordville FL 32327

Relax Revive Rejuvenate Follow us on i

MM43237

40 ACRES

FOR SALE

D. E. BILLINGSLEY

LIC. REAL ESTATE BROKER

Cleauing Sewice
850-212-2908

Servicing the
surrounding area Since 2017
e Licensed  Owner operated e Serving Surrounding Counties

Licensed

& Insured 3 0 + gﬁﬁ};‘l}csz

ORuOTTEN COAST

TRACTOR SERVICE LLC
Travie (layton

text or call
Skid Steer Mowing Land Clearing
Concrete Removal Grading
Demolition Driveways

‘Wakulla Lawn ‘I\anger

Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 2 >

Sidewalk/Driveways

‘Pressurewashing

"?-‘-:“'*‘Llcense ’ nsu re

Great Prices - Great ‘Work

Lori L. Lewis
Chief Executive Officer

Mental Health/Medical Billing

sendmethebillLLC @gmail.com
Cell 717-413-6761

Fax 717-256-7199
www.SendMeTheBill.net

1037 Gulf Shore Blvd.
Alligator Point, FL 32346

/ \
Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

50 Years
Experience

Since 1975

By Appointment
Only

850-443-5901

LASSIFIED AD DISPLAY ADS

" HUGE Sat,, Sept 12. 9am-1p.m

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church
- 3609 Coastal Hwy, Medart
Furniture, knick-knacks, House-
hold goods, clothing, children’s
things, kitchen items and
much more.

CAREGIVER NEEDED

Seeking Caregiver for
elderly man: Help with bathing,
light duty chores, some doctor

visits, meals, etc. Panacea area,
Full or part time.
Must have own transportation.
850-228-4660.

TOWING SERVICE

BIG BEND TOWING, INC
*TOWING *ROADSIDE ASST.
*JUMP START
*TIRE CHANGE <4, W
“LOCK OUT e,
*FUEL 1 \ F)="

CALL BILLY HAYNIE
850-631-2361

SERVICES

LEATHER REPAIR / REFURBISH
850-766-4562
John Allcorn Leather
Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

- PER
COL

QJ ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD Q INCH
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10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326
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Big Bend Hospice is seeking
direct patient care volunteers
' to provide companionship
and respite services in
Wakulla County.
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Your Footprints

Sandulls Custom
Construction Solutions, LLC
850-666- 2435

Concrete - Stone - Masonry - Carpentry
Rot/Repairs — Remodels- Renovations
Landscape / Hardscape Skidsteer work

Junk Removal
- FREE ESTIMATES -
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Keith Key

FROM THE WAKULLA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Your Local Heating &
Air Conditioning Experts

When your comfort matters,
call the team your neighbors trust.

From repairs to full system replacements,
we’re here to help — fast and dependable.

Happy to sponsor
the Historic Magnolia
Monthly column.

A tale of three tombstones

By Elizabeth F. Smith, published in the April 1967 edition of the Magnolia Monthly

PART 2 OF SIX.

Ann, one of The-
ophilus Hamlin’s five
daughters, m. the Hon.
Luthe Severance, who
was born in New York
state, worked on a Phil-
adelphia paper, and
was commended by
President Monroe for an
article on the Missouri
Compromise. Severance
wrote political articles
for “The National Intel-
ligencer” in the 1820’s
and then came to Au-
gusta to establish the
“Kennebec Journal” in
1824. His influence on
Maine politics lasted
until 1854 when James
G. Blaine began his ed-
itorial career on the pa-
per and later ran for the
presidency.

Severance served in
the Maine State Senate,
and then in Congress.
In 1850 he went to Ha-
waii for his health, was
made U.S. Minister to
the court of King Kame-
hameha, dying there in
1855. Ann Hamlin Sev-
erance died in Hawaii in
1887.

Malvina Hamlin, b.
1807, married a lum-
berman who built the
first lumbermills using
gang saws at Gardiner,
Maine, but (says “The
Hamlin Family”) “mis-
fortune overtook him
in 1844 by signing for
a friend” and he quickly
removed in 1846 to an-
other town.

Sarah Hamlin, b.
1789, married Joseph
Ladd (d. 1835 at Mag-
nolia) son of Jonas
Ladd and Rachael Fi-
field. Joseph was b.
in Deerfield, N. H. in
1786. He went with his
father soon after the

Mount Vernon, Maine,
and then to Augusta,
where he completed his
education with the Rev.
Payson Stone, intend-
ing to become a clergy-
man, but changed his
mind and became a
merchant in Augusta,
adding lumber, carding
wool, dressing cloth,
grinding grain, and
farming. He built and
owned a line of packets,
which ran from Maine
to the St. Marks River.
In 1832 he was interest-
ed in an extensive mer-
cantile business with a
branch in Florida. He
was a stockholder in the
first woolen factory op-
erated in Maine. It was
probably 1833 when
he came to Magnolia,
and died of yellow fever
there two years later.
His wife died in Augus-
ta in 1874. The Ladds
had 10 children, and it
is Joseph whose name
is the most prominent
on the commemorative
headstone in the Win-
throp Street cemetery,
though he is buried in
Wakulla County.

Joseph’s son, Joseph
Edwin, is the third of
the family buried at
Magnolia. Joseph, E.
was b. in Augusta and
was visiting in Newport
on the St. Marks Riv-
er when he d. there in
1853.

Joseph’s second son,
Franklin, b. 1815 in
Augusta, was a portrait
painter. It was Frank-
lin’s wife who kept all
the Florida relatives’
children when they
came north to be edu-
cated before the Civil
War.

It was Joseph’s third
son who was best known

Daniel Ladd of Magnolia
was the richest man in
Middle Florida in 1850.

Daniel Ladd. Born in
Augusta in 1817, Dan-
iel came to Magnolia in
1833 and, though only
16 years of age, started
as a bookkeeper in his
uncles John and Na-
thaniel Hamlin’s cotton
export business. His
knowledge of cotton
prices and their fluc-
tuations, plus the cost
of manufactured goods
from the north, gave
him the business sense
that made him, by
1850, the richest man
in Middle Florida.

But we must go back
to Augusta again and
to Theophilus Hamlin.
His establishment on
the Market Square was
known as “the green
store” for its color. It is
not known how long he
planned a trip south,
but he had first to as-
sure himself that his
wife and daughters were
old enough and capable
enough of doing with-
out the presence of men
in the family. But the
south was a lucrative
market for the manu-
factured products from
the mills on the river,
including some he had

needed cotton in return.
But he knew the dan-
gers of the long trip.
According to Mrs. Bal-
lard’s diary, sloops com-
ing up the river were
often stranded on the
bars. Going down the
coast of the vast coun-
try, they had to pass
the dangerous reefs off
of Cape Hatteras, and
between Florida and the
Bahamas was a narrow
but dangerous stretch
of open water where
the salvage pirates lay
in wait for any unwary
vessel. It is said they
used lights at nighttime
to lure the ships into
impassable shoals.
Theophilus reck-
oned the dangers and
chanced the trip any-
way. Along with his car-
go of iron kettles, cotton
bolts, and tortoiseshell
combs, he put aboard
his five sons, John,
George, Nathaniel, The-
ophilus Jr., and Weld.
The latter two were
mere boys, Theo about
13 and Weld 11. The
other three were in their
20’s and given to cau-
tion except for George,
who was something of
a sport and often reck-
less. Little did he know
that some day he would
fight a duel that would
cause a scandal in Ter-
ritorial Florida.
Theophilus took his
sloop and his sons to
New Orleans and stayed
there for a number of
years. It is said that he
engaged in business
there, but other than
exchanging his ket-
tles for cotton, it is not
known specifically what
he was doing. John
and George may have
helped their father for

in Augusta before they
took the trip. But after
some years, which was
largely a blank in the
well recorded life of the
Hamlins, Theophilus
returned to Augusta
and ran the Kennebec
Hotel, the principal inn
on the river.

Land fever and the
opening of the Missis-
sippi valley after the
Louisiana Purchase,
infected the five sons.
They journeyed to Lib-
erty County, Mississip-
pi and purchased gov-
ernment lands newly
opened, with the idea of
speculating in sales and
trades. It was a quicker,
though riskier, way to
get rich than by swap-
ping kettles and hoes.
In Liberty County, John
and Nathaniel married
Amanda and Matilda
Johnson, either sisters
or cousins, and The-
ophilus Jr. died while
still in his teens.

There is plenty of ev-
idence that after The-
ophilus Sr. returned to
Augusta, he was buying
and selling property as
busily as his relatives
(not to mention his sons
down in Mississippi).
According to some of
the earliest records in
the Kennebec County
courthouse, Theo paid
a quit claim of $100 to
Joseph Ladd on a small
lot in Augusta in 1821.
At about the same time
Sarah Hamin Ladd, wife
of Joseph, for $50 relin-
quished claim on some
property to Theo.

A custom of the day
was noted in Vol. 50 of
Deed Records of Kenne-
bec County. In order to
keep a church solvent,
families bought or rent-

relinquished “T'wo Pews,
situated on the lower
floor in the New Meet-
inghouse in the south
Parish” in Augusta to
Theo. Hamlin for $150
quit claim in 1821,
“one of said Pews being
Number Sixty three and
the other being Number
Sixty five, with the privi-
leges and appurtenance
to said pews belonging.”
Meanwhile Theo kept
up correspondence with
his sons in Mississip-
pi. His son John had
apparently left Liberty
County, for his address
was now Amite County,
Mississippi. His father
paid him $50 in a quit-
claim to a store lot in
Hallowell that his father
had given him in 1816
“beginning about 2 rods
easterly from the dwell-
ing house of Daniel Day
at a stake and stones
on the south side of the
road from Hallowell to
Winthrop.” John’s quit-
claim was witnessed
by George Hamlin with
Weld Hamlin attesting.
This document was
signed in April 24, 1822
and registered in the
courthouse at Augus-
ta in 1824. Apparently,
Theo was stung on this
exchange for he sold the
store lot to John Mulli-
her for $45 not long af-
terwards in 1824. This
was a loss of $5 - no
small sum in that day.
The mill dam is of-
ten mentioned in the
histories of Augusta, as
well as the genealogy of
the Hamlin’s. It is still
there, located above the
railroad bridge. It is not
impressive, for it is not
high and looks merely
like wooden siding that
somehow got caught in

American Revolution to in Wakulla County, an interest in. And he a while, having traded ed pews. Joseph Ladd Turn to Page 24
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the shallows. But the
dams (which may
have been shored
up or rebuilt many
times because of the
ice in the stream) is
still used, for its pen-
stocks are diverted
to the many mills,
old or modern, still
clustered along the
streams. The Bastes
woolen mill is on the
west side nearest
to the dam. A steep
bluff runs from the
dam up to the old
tenement houses
where the millhands,
often of southern Eu-
ropean parentage,
live. On the highest
point of the bluff is
the imposing edi-
fice of the Catholic
Church, which gives
a Gothic, European
tone to this colonial
town.

In 1824 Joseph
Ladd bought for
$1,000 a piece of
land 4 rods from the
top of the mill dam
erected on Ladd’s
stream (there is a
stream running into
the river before one
climbs the hill to
the church) with the
“privilege at all times
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A tale of three tombstones

for said Ladd to take
water through the
dam...on said stream
at the northerly end
thereof, by a pen-
stock sufficient (to)
work a falling (full-
ing or sizing) Mill
and two carding
machines for all the
custom work which
he may have at said
mills” from Thomas
Jones in 1824.

Joseph Edwin
Ladd (the third tomb-
stone in the old Mag-
nolia Cemetery), a
druggist in Augusta,
paid $2,300 to Es-
ther Fuller of Augus-
ta for some property
on Winthrop Street
in 1845.

The Kennebec
Journal, which was
founded by Theo
Ladd’s son-in-law,
Luther Severance,
in 1824 (and still
going strong after
163 years) has items
about the Ham-
lin’s and Ladds from
time to time. W.M.
Ladd had a book
and stationery store
“a few rods below
the squares...hav-
ing been appointed
agent for the sale of
a number of valuable
schoolbooks, among

FLORIDA WILD MAMMAL ASSOCIATION

which are Lee’s and
Hawes United States
Spelling Book...rec-
ommended by most
Colleges and Acad-
emies in this part of
the country.” This
was in the April 14,
1827 issue. W.M.
Ladd also bound
books and repaired
them. His stationery
store was in a new
brick building.

Other Augusta
merchants advertis-
ing in the kennebec
journal eventually
came to Florida and
did business through
The Magnolia Ad-
vertiser on the St.
Marks River. These
possibly included
Willard Snell, whose
mercantile estab-
lishment sold “med-
icines, paint and
shagbark” among
other things, and a
Burley who ran the
stage line from Au-
gusta to Bango three
times a week. Theo
Hamlin operated the
Kennebec Hotel and
the Stage Tavern at
this time.

One of the out-
standing citizens of
Augusta at the time
was the Hon. Daniel
Cony, president of

the Kennebec Bible
Society. Either his
brother or son, Rob-
ert, came to Magno-
lia on the St. Marks
River on the schoo-
ner “Delta” in 1829.
There is a Cony
Street and a Cony
High School named
for Daniel on the east
side of the river.

Unlike the news-
paper put out in
Magnolia from 1826
to 1830, the Augusta
paper had consider-
able news. It covered
the activities of An-
drew Jackson (who
had already hanged
a man and shot an-
other on the St.
Marks River), Con-
gressional speeches,
the wars in Europe,
and the drowning
of 4 teenage girls in
Pennsylvania. It also
mentioned the West
Baptist Society hold-
ing a lottery on Au-
gust 18, 1827, with
4 prizes of $1,000
each. On Septem-
ber 26 Theo Hamlin
advertised a “Trav-
eler’s Trunk” 2-1/2
feet long of Spanish
rawhide (which was)
“still unclaimed after
20 months.”

Meanwhile, the

four sons still in the
south had left Missis-
sippi and had started
for the Florida Ter-
ritory. The land had
been purchased from
Spain 6 years previ-
ously and the broth-
ers had managed
to buy some gov-
ernment land along
the St. Marks River
where they had plans
to sell lots and build
a town to ship out
cotton to the mills
along the Kennebec
River. There was, it
seemed, a profit to be
made at both ends of
the line. And after all,
it was directly south
by only 18 miles the
new territorial capi-
tal.

The town of Mag-
nolia was founded on
July 4, 1827, 8 miles
north of St. Marks,
which had a settle-
ment around the old
Spanish fort, San
Marcos de Apalache.
The first time St.
Marks is mentioned
in the Kennebec
Journal is on Sep-
tember 22 when
it advertises: “For
St. Marks, Fla. The
schooner HELEN will
sail about the fifth of
October next, bound

SAVE-THE-DATE

———— INVITES YOU TO «#———

FEATHERS & FUR

asguerade Sall

MOONLIGHT IN THE WILD
+

AN EVENING TO SUPPORT

SATURDAY,

OCTOBER 17, 2026

10:30 PM

6:30 PM —

HISTORIC

SOPCHOPPY GYMNASIUM

159 YELLOW JACKET ROAD
SOPCHOPPY, FLORIDA

JOIN US FOR DINNER, DANCING,
AUCTIONS, AND WILDLIFE STORIES

either to this place or
Mobile, as the Helen
will probably touch
at the latter place.
Enquire of Eveleth
and Hartwell.”

Thus, it was not
without coincidence,
that in the same
issue the town of
Magnolia on the St.
Marks River is adver-
tised to the dwellers
of the wintry state of
Maine. (Continued
next month.)

The Wakulla
County Historical
Society Museum is
in the Old Jail at
24 High Drive in
Crawfordville. We
are open to the pub-
lic on Thursdays
and Fridays, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m,,
and on Saturdays
from 10 a.m. until 2
p-m. Visit us online
at WakullaHistory.
org. The museum
houses a complete,
indexed collection
of the Magnolia
Monthly magazines
for review in our
reading room, and
several partial sets
available for pur-
chase.

Hickets $75.00 Each
il

SCAN THE QR CODE TO

PURCHASE TICKETS OR

DISCOVER SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES!

BENEATH THE MOONLIT CANOPY.

donna.fwm:

198 EDGAR POOLE RD., CRAWFORDVILLE, FL
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LOWE LEGAL & TITLE HAS JOINED AUSLEY MCMULLEN
A Trusted Legacy. Expanded Resources.

A AUSLEY
MCMULLEN

Lowe Legal & Title joins with
Ausley McMullen, expanding the
resources available to our clients
while continuing our longstanding
commitment to serving Wakulla
County and North Florida.

P a

A Wakulla Wild

Animal Rescue

p— WOULD YOU LIKE

- TO HELP?

4 ; We always need donations
of these items:

e Bleach dog food
® Paper ® Friskies wet
towels & dry cat

® Fruit cocktail food

® Birdseed & ® Dawn dish
nuts soap

® Pedigree
wet & dry

Florida Wild
Mammal

Association

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327
FWMA . org

363-2351

HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION
TO SUPPORT THE WAKULLA SUN THROUGH
THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION.

View the Sun Monthly e-edition on
mobile or PC using this QR code.

Your local
source for news
Subscribe online!

FOUNDATION
Your donation will help keep
the presses running.

Leave Nothing
But Your Footprints

URUG ABUSE HAS COMETTU
MANY OF OUR DOORSTEPS.

A'WAY T0 PREVENTLIT CAN COME
0. THE-SAME PLACE.

Justorderyouriree Truth About Drugs kit. It contains 14 individual booklets
covering every drug someone could be tempted to take. All free of charge."'\Q(hy so many booklets?
Drug abuse is an extensive problem. The solution should be just as. extensive.
Go to DrugFreeWorld.org/booklets to get your booklets delivered right to your door.

of Wakaulla, Inc. ..& @ag (wm ﬁ *o‘
) SATURDAY,
ifnaezi‘::‘eksaig:clude: September 19’ 2026
e Aromatherapy Bubble Bath 9:30 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.

Hudson Park, Crawfordville

Spd Dely

e Le Flea & Tick Spray
All Natural Ingredients

e Towel Drying
e PAWdecure

$20 suggested
donation!
Other options: 5
$15* Bath only
$15* Anal Gland Expression only

$10* Nail Trim only

*SUGGESTED DONATION, PROCEEDS BENEFIT HOMELESS
ANIMALS, OUR LOCAL SHELTER AND OTHER PROGRAMS

lof wakulla, inc.

Let’s better the world.

PO Box 1195, Crawfordville FL 32326 ewww.pawsofwakulla.orge
¥ Like US on Facebook

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED
FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE.
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL,

OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 800-435-7352 | i-anse # CH13163
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COASTAL CLEANUP

4
PN KEEP WAKULLA COUNTY BEAUTIFUL =
. SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19,2026 /|
d 8 AM - 12 PM | g‘
WOOLLEY PARK

48 MOUND ST, PANACEA

ADDITIONAL SITES AT:
MASHES SANDS
BOTTOMS ROAD

SHELL POINT
WAKULLA BEACH

ST MARKS LIGHTHOUSE
WAKULLA SPRINGS
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Please join 1,{3 for an Open House at
ENGLISH FINANCIAL GROUP

Come tour our new space, visit with
our team, and enjoy an evening of
great food and fellowsth

. . o i Jordan | Brian

SEPBESBER 5-7 PM 71 SONGBIRD AVE

’ FINANCIAL GROUP Seafood Steam Room
Oyster ‘Bar

- ENGLISH ~

FINANCIAL GROUP

GUARD ~ PLAN ~

INVEST

Financial Products Investments
Financial Services Social Security Planning
Life Insurance Retirement Planning

DROP Rollovers Estate Planning
401(k) Rollovers Roth IRAs / IRAs /403(b)s

www.EnglishFinancialGroup.com

71 B Songbird Ave, Crawfordyville

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc. member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic Wealth is separately owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or
services referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth. Osaic Wealth does not provide tax or legal advice.
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