
By LINDA ANN McDONALD
Correspondent

Tyson Folsom is dedicated to en-
riching the lives of Wakulla’s youth 
through STEAM (science, technolo-
gy, engineering, and mathematics).

Wakulla STEAM is a local non-
profit community organization that 
creates a learning environment 
where kids build and program ro-
bots, learn engineering concepts, 
and prepare for competitions.

Tyson Folsom’s pours into chil-
dren while creating spaces where 
kids feel welcomed, connected, and 
inspired. 

While focusing on helping kids get 
involved and making real friendships 
while building things with their own 
hands, Folsom fosters an environ-
ment where Wakulla’s youth learn 
side by side, working on projects 
that spark curiosity and confidence.

Partnering with Wakulla County 
Public Library and the UF/IFAS 
Extension Office, Wakulla’s youth 
have access to tools, mentors, and 
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Tyson Folsom
The Wakulla STEAM guy

Serving Wakulla County, Alligator Point and St. Teresa
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Tyson Folsom started Wakulla STEAM as a non-profit, and has part-
nered with the public library and 4-H to do programs.

N I S S A N
A Kraft Brothers Dealership

Q: “When can I buy a revolutionary 
‘top-rated’ self-charging Hybrid 
SUV?

 A: “When Kraft Nissan rolls out the 
2027 Hybrid Rogue In a few weeks”

JD Power’s #1 compact SUV for New-vehicle quality
Introducing the groundbreaking 2027 Nissan Rogue Hy-
brid. Equipped with hybrid E-POWER, it is self-charging 
with 40 MPG city. -This AWD wonder will be arriving 
at Kraft Nissan in November with MSRP under $36,000

KraftNissan.com
Mahan Drive. Tallahassee.

Located at 
2273 Crawfordville Hwy 

850-755-7489 

WE KNOW EZ-GO!

MON. - FRI. 8-5
SAT. 8-12

Spring Sales Specials
Gas, Electric, 2-seat, 4-seat
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By BRIAN ENGLISH

Addressing the po-
tential risks of extend-
ed-term care expenses 
may be one of the big-
gest financial challeng-
es for individuals who 
are developing a retire-
ment strategy.

Seven in ten people 

over age 65 can expect 
to need extended care 
services at some point 
in their lives. So under-
standing the various 
types of extended care 
services – and what 
those services may cost 
– is critical as you con-
sider your retirement 
approach.1

WHAT IS EXTENDED 
CARE?

Extended care is not 
a single activity. It refers 
to a variety of medical 
and non–medical ser-
vices needed by those 
who have a chronic ill-
ness or disability – com-
monly associated with 
aging.

Extended care can 
include everything from 
assistance with activi-
ties of daily living – help 
dressing, bathing, us-
ing the bathroom, or 
even driving to the store 
– to more intensive 
therapeutic and med-
ical care requiring the 
services of skilled medi-
cal personnel.

Extended care may 
be provided at home, at 
a community center, in 
an assisted living facili-
ty, or in a skilled nurs-
ing home. And extended 
care is not exclusively 
for the elderly; it is pos-
sible to need extended 
care at any age.

HOW MUCH DOES 
EXTENDED CARE 

COST?

Extended care costs 
vary state by state and 

region by region. The 
2025 national average 
for care in a skilled care 
facility (single occupan-
cy in a nursing home) 
was $129,575 a year. 
The national average 
for care in an assisted 
living center (single oc-
cupancy) was $74,400 
a year. Home health 
aides cost a median of 
$35 per hour, but that 
rate may increase when 
a licensed nurse is re-
quired.1

WHAT ARE THE PAY-
MENT 

CHOICES?

Often, extended care 
is provided by family 
and friends. Providing 
care can be a burden, 
however, and the need 
for assistance tends to 
increase with age.2

Individuals who 

would rather not bur-
den their family and 
friends have two main 
choices for covering 
the cost of extended 
care: they can choose to 
self-insure or they can 
purchase extended care 
insurance.

Many self-insure by 
default – simply because 
they haven’t made oth-
er arrangements. Those 
who self-insure may de-
pend on personal sav-
ings and investments 
to fund any extended 
care needs. The other 
approach is to consid-
er purchasing extended 
care insurance, which 
can cover all levels of 
care, from skilled care 
to custodial care to in-
home assistance.

When it comes to ad-
dressing your extended 
care needs, many look 
to select a strategy that 

may help them protect 
assets, preserve dignity, 
and maintain indepen-
dence. If those concepts 
are important to you, 
consider your approach 
to extended care.

1. Carescout.com, 
2026

2. ACL.gov, 2026

Brian can be 
reached at (850) 926-
7487. 

Securities and invest-
ment advisory services 
offered through Osaic 
Wealth, Inc. member 
FINRA/SIPC. Osaic 
Wealth is separately 
owned and other enti-
ties and/or marketing 
names, products or ser-
vices referenced here 
are independent of Osa-
ic Wealth. Osaic Wealth 
does not provide tax or 
legal advice.

Understanding extended care

Whether it’s buying or selling 
a primary home or your next 

vacation home in 
Wakulla County and the 

surrounding areas,
I’d be honored to be 

your Realtor®!

www.theamericandream.house

americandreamnorthfl orida

theamericandreamnorthfl orida

angie brookeANGIE BROOKE
BROKER ASSOCIATE 

850.766.3675
Angie@theamericandream.house

hope webbH O P E   W E B B
B R O K E R   O W N E R

850.838.7640
Hope@theamericandream.house

je�alynn marksJESSALYNN MARKS
REALTOR®

850.510.5377
Jessalynn@theamericandream.house

850-766-3675
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 “If you see someone without a smile today, 
give ’em yours.”        
– Dolly Parton

HIS-
TORy-

Headline 
news 

October  1926

Oct 1: Electrosurgery was 
performed at the first time 
as Dr. Harvey Cushing 
used an electrosurgical 
device in an operation for 
removal of  a mass from 
a patient’s head at the 
Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital in Boston.
Oct 6: In Game 4 of the World 
Series, Babe Ruth became the 

first player in the fall classic to 
hit three home runs, in a 10 to 
5 win over the St. Louis Car-
dinals.The feat would not be 

matched again until 1977 (by 
Reggie Jackson for the Yankees 
against the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers), and then again in 2011 by 
Albert Pujols (for the Cardinals 

against the Texas Rangers).
Oct 14 : A. A. Milne’s 
book “Winnie the Pooh” is 
released .
Oct 22 - Boxer J. Gordon 
Whitehead sucker punches 
magician Harry Houdini in the 
stomach in his dressing room 
at the Princess Theater in 
Montreal. The attack started 
or helped cause the appendi-
citis that would take Houdini’s 
life 9 days later.

   MISS  INFORMATION  FUN  PAGE  By Lynda Kinsey
Content contributor William DickmanSAUSAGE DISH 

Server over RICE
Suatee kielbasa sausage w/onions & fresh 

chopped garlic. Add a can of Ro*Tel Original 
Diced Tomatoes & Green Chilies, simmer. 

Add 1/2 to a cup of heavy cream- Simmer, add fresh 
Spinach, simmer.

Serve over your choice of rice. 
 Recipe was shared with me by a young lady while 

we were waiting on our food at the Publix Deli. 
I think we were both hungry!

Gardening
STRAWBERRIES:

October is a great time in North Florida to put in 
strawberry bare-root plants or live transplants.

:EAFY GREENS & ROOT VEGGIES
FLOWERS: Annuals like snapdragons, pansies, and 

sweet alyssum thrive when planted in the fall.
HERBS: Cillantro, Dill, Basil, Parlsey, Oregano, 

Thyme, Marjorime, Garlic.
For all year gardening check out which green-

house is best for you

TRIVIA 
 - HALLOWEEN - 

#1. On an average -How many seeds are n a Pumpkin?
#2. What is another name for a Lycanthrope

#3. What do you call a group of wiches?
#4. Who wrote the classic 1818 book “Frankenstein”?

#5. Which first lady was the first to decorate the White House for Halloween.

Answers:
#1. 500  

#2. A Werewolf
#3. A Coven 

#4. Mary Shelly
#5. Mamie Eisenhower

SPORTS 
When did the First World Cup take 

place?

SnArkyiSms!
Son: “Dad, I dont think you even know what a hard drive is”.

Dad: “Son, I’ve driven across this entire country with my wife, 4 
kids and a dog. I know what a hard drive is”! 

2219 Crawfordville Hwy • Crawfordville • 926-3300

S A L E S  -  S E RV I C E  -  R E PA I R

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS - CHAINS SAWS FROM $19999

3  Y
3  Y

MOWERS

Open Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat 8-Noon • 3youtdoorequipment.com

 Locally Owned- Darell Land
25 Aaron Strickland Rd
Crawfordville, Fl 32327

850-745-8065
www.USAbuiltsheds.com

Jim Porter  &  Todd Porter 
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Member of the Chamber of Commerce 
and the Better Business Bureau

Member of the Chamber of Commerce 

Serving Wakulla & 

Surrounding Counties

Since 1993

licensed & insured

• Quality Residential and Commercial Repainting

• Pressure Washing • Lift Available In House

• Wood Rot Repairs • Cabinet Painting 

• Deck Restoration

TREE TRIMMING and REMOVAL 
• STORM DAMAGE •

• TREE PRESERVATION •
Michael Mongeon
ISA Certifi ed  Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualifi ed

850-421-8104

 Answer: 1930

WHO INVENTED 
THAT?

Melitta Bentz: Paper 
Coffee Filter: One day, 

she ripped some blotting 
paper from a pad & 

strained her coffee. She 
was thrilled with the 

results. She  & her hus-
band started the Melitta 

company. It’s now an 
international organiza-
tion selling coffee, coffee 
makers, & paper coffee 

filters. (1873–1950)

Auguste and Louis Lu-
mière: Cinema Camera

Known for: The Lumière 
brothers gave us one of the 
most popular inventions of 
all time: the movies! Their 

Cinématographe was a 
three-in-one machine that 
could record, develop, and 
project films for an audi-
ence. (Auguste Lumière: 

1862–1954, Louis Lumière: 
1864–1948)

   -Vintage 
-AnTiquing

-COLLECTING
Polly pockets 

Polly Pocket were created in 
1983 by British designer 

Chris Wiggs, he fashioned a 
miniature dollhouse inside a 
powder makeup compact for 

his daughter.
Licensed by Bluebird Toys, 

they hit store in1989, featur-
ing tiny, one-inch dolls that 
could bend at the waist & 

stand securely on pegs inside 
pastel, pocket-sized cases. 

The Bluebird Era (1989–
1998): Characterized by 

iconic clamshells, hearts, and 
circles with domestic, fairy 

tale, and leisure themes. Mat-
tel acted as a US distributor 

during the early 1990s.
(1998–2002): Mattel 
purchased Bluebird Toys 

and introduced “Generation 
2”, giving Polly a signa-
ture ponytail and creating 
compacts shapes like 90s 

gadgets.
Fashion Polly Era 

(2002–2015): Shifted away 
from micro-scale to larger 

3.75-inch fashion dolls with 

“To be yourself in a world that is constantly trying to make 
you something else is the greatest accomplishment.” 

— Ralph Waldo Emerson

ble, rubbery “quick-click” 
clothing. 

Sales slowed down, leading 
to a temporary discontin-
uation in  the US around 

2012–2015.
Mattel brought back the 
original micro-compact 

style  in 2018 accompanied 
by an animated television 

series centered on a magical 
shrinking locket.

Original Bluebird Toys sets 
produced between 1989 and 
1998 are the most valuable 

Polly Pockets

You asked, 
I answered…

October really is a time 
to fall into your 
next chapter…

XO, Quincee

-FUN FACTS- 
Halloween 

dates back thousands of years as the 
ancient Celtic festival of Samhain and 

evolved through Christian and American 
traditions into the modern holiday we cele-

brate today. The ancient Celts lived in Ireland, 
Britain, and northern Europe. They celebrated 

their new year on November 1st.
October 31st marked the transition between har-
vest and winter. People believed the boundary be-

tween the living and the dead blurred on this night. 
October 31st—was called All Hallows’ Eve, which 

eventually shortened to Halloween.
The church added All Souls’ Day on November 2nd 
to pray for the dead, featuring bonfires, parades, and 

dressing in costumes as saints, angels, and devils.
n the 19th century, millions of Irish immigrants fled 
the Great Famine and brought their Halloween cus-

toms to North America.
Jack-o’-Lanterns: In Ireland, people carved scary 
faces into turnips or potatoes to ward off spirits. 
In America, they discovered native pumpkins, 

which were much easier to carve.
Trick-or-Treating: Early American celebra-

tions included pranks and community 
parties. By the 1930s, vandalism led 
communities to promote door-to-

door trick-or-treating as a safe, 
friendly alternative to prop-

erty damage.
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AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Party Tents-n-MoreParty Tents-n-More

Locally owned and operated by Charlene & Billy Bishop

Tents • Tables • Chairs
850926-7339

850933-1718 (cell)
Located in Wakulla County

By SAMANTHA KENNEDY
Extension Office

As Americans live 
longer, researchers are 
paying closer atten-
tion to mental health 
in later life. While de-
pression is not consid-
ered a normal part of 
aging, studies contin-
ue to show that it re-
mains a common and 
often underrecognized 
condition among older 
adults.
Research from 

Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity found that de-
pression affected 6.2% 
of nearly 3,000 adults 
ages 65 to 79 who par-
ticipated in a national 
study. The researchers 
noted that rates were 
higher among women, 
unmarried individu-
als, people with lower 
incomes, and those 
living with chron-
ic health conditions 
such as diabetes and 
anxiety. 
Experts say aging 

can bring challenges 
that increase the risk 
of depression. Retire-
ment, the loss of loved 
ones, declining phys-
ical health, reduced 
mobility, and social 
isolation can all affect 
emotional well-being. 
Although many older 
adults remain satisfied 
with their lives, mental 
health professionals 
emphasize that per-
sistent sadness, loss 
of interest in activities, 
and feelings of hope-
lessness should not be 
dismissed as an inev-
itable consequence of 
growing older. 
The prevalence of 

depression is not the 
same across all groups 
of older adults. A 
study from Stanford 
University found that 
10.2% of more than 
175,000 Medicare Ad-
vantage participants 
aged 65 and older 
screened positive for 
depression. The re-
search also showed 
significant differences 
among racial and eth-
nic groups, suggesting 
that some populations 
may face greater risk 
and may benefit from 
targeted outreach and 
support services. 
Older adults who 

participate in commu-
nity programs may be 
especially vulnerable. 
According to the Uni-

versity of Washing-
ton, between 10% and 
25% of older adults 
connected with senior 
centers experience 
clinically significant 
depression. Research-
ers there note that 
many seniors who 
are referred for men-
tal health care never 
engage in treatment, 
highlighting a gap be-
tween identifying de-
pression and receiving 
help. 
At the same time, 

university researchers 
have identified factors 
that may help protect 
against depression. 
The Johns Hopkins 
study found that vol-
unteering was associ-
ated with substantially 
lower odds of depres-
sion. After accounting 
for demographic and 
health differences, 
older adults who vol-
unteered had a 43% 
reduction in the like-
lihood of experiencing 
depression compared 
with non-volunteers. 
Researchers suggest 
that volunteering may 
provide social con-
nection, purpose, and 
meaningful engage-
ment, all of which can 
support emotional 
health. 
Mental health spe-

cialists stress that 
depression is treat-
able. Evidence-based 

approaches include 
counseling, behavioral 
interventions, medi-
cation, and commu-
nity-based support 
programs. Programs 
that use trained vol-
unteers and commu-
nity partners to help 
older adults manage 
depressive symptoms 
and access care have 
been shown to make a 
significant positive dif-
ference in the mental 
health of older adults.
As the nation’s pop-

ulation continues to 
age, researchers and 
health profession-
als agree on one key 
message: depression 
among older adults 
is common enough to 
demand attention, yet 
effective treatments 
and supportive inter-
ventions are available, 
though only on a lim-
ited basis. Recogniz-
ing symptoms early 
and encouraging old-
er adults to seek help 
may improve quality 
of life and help many 
seniors remain active, 
connected, and emo-
tionally healthy. 

For more informa-
tion about this and 
other mental health 
topics, contact Sa-
mantha Kennedy at 
the UF/IFAS Wakulla 
County Extension of-
fice at 850-926-3931.

Depression in older adults
ADOBE STOCK

Many older adults 
experience depression. 
Recognizing the signs 

and symptoms can help 
connect them with im-

portant resources.

Available at 
Palaver Tree 
& Amazon

Come & Join us for 
a Taste of the Island Life!

Riversidebay.com
850-925-5668 • 69 Riverside DR., St. Marks Florida
ANY FURTHER SOUTH AND YOU’RE ALL WET!! ALWAYS!

GREAT FOOD… ALWAYS!
LIVE MUSIC… ALWAYS!

Florida Wild 
Mammal 
Association

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327 

FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & nuts
• Pedigree wet & 
dry dog food

• Friskies wet & 
dry cat food

• Dawn Dish Soap

INKGO

GHOST YOUR EX,
NOT YOUR
REALTOR

X,X,X

INO
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The Rotary Club of Wakulla presents

wakullarotary@yahoo.comwakullarotary@yahoo.com

Saturday 
October 10th

5-11PM5-11PM
Individual Tickets 
& Tables Available

2026
The Rotary Club of Wakulla presents

October 10th
5-11PM5-11PM

2026
The Rotary Club of Wakulla presents

Saturday 
October 10th

20262026

Saturday 
&&
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(850)926-6526
 Mon. - Fri. 8am - 5pm •  Sat. 8am - 2pm

2219 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

Locally Owned by Charlie Grim charliegrim@msn.com • LubeXpert.net

With coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 10/30/26

Full Service 
Conventional Oil 

Change
Set of 

Wiper Blades

Offered

Synthetic Oil

(Includes 5 Quarts)
$6 Per Additional Quarts

$10 OFF

$5 OFF$5 OFF

A/C 
Service

Open
Mon-Tues: 8:00-5:00 • Wed: 8:00-1:00

Thurs-Fri: 8:00-5:00• Sat: 8:00-1:00 • Closed Sunday
Phone: 850-984-5637

Fax: 850-984-5698 
1296 Coastal Highway, Panacea FL 32346 

http://www.mikesmarineflorida.com

Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI
State Certifi ed General Real Estate Appraiser #RZ459

850-694-3333

Appraisals in 
Leon, Wakulla, Gadsden, Jefferson 

& Franklin Counties

Visit Our Website at: www.carrollappraisal.com

• Over 40 Years Experience Appraising Real Estate •

Competitive Rates • County Resident 
Specializing in Commercial & 

Residential Appraisals 
(Including Mobile Homes) 
• Leon/Wakulla Native •

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

By JARED MILLER
Wakulla Sheriff

When someone 
calls the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, they deserve 
more than a re-
sponse to the imme-
diate problem. They 
deserve deputies 
who will look closely 
at what is happening 
and, when possible, 
help keep the same 
problem from bring-
ing them back to the 
same doorstep.

That belief guides 
our work every day. 

We will continue to 
investigate crime, 
hold offenders ac-
countable, and re-
spond when our 
community needs 
us. 

We are also invest-
ing in ways to ad-
dress the conflicts, 
crises, and hard-
ships that can lead 
to repeated calls for 
help.

Our Sustained 
Solutions (S2) Pro-
gram grew out of that 
commitment. Some 
problems, such as 
long-running neigh-
borhood disputes or 
recurring nuisance 
complaints, cannot 
be resolved in a sin-
gle visit. 

Through S2, dep-
uties take a closer 
look at the history 
of a situation, lis-
ten to the people 

involved, and work 
toward a lasting res-
olution. That may 
mean bringing com-
munity partners to 
the table. It may 
also mean taking 
enforcement action 
when the facts war-
rant it. 

The goal is to fol-
low through until we 
have addressed the 
underlying problem.

Our adult behav-
ioral health deflec-
tion partnership 
with DISC Village 
gives deputies an-
other option when 
they encounter an 
adult struggling with 
mental health or 
substance use. 

When a referral is 
appropriate, we can 
connect that person 
with an assessment, 
treatment, and other 
support. It is an op-

portunity to address 
an underlying need 
before another crisis 
brings the person 
back into contact 
with law enforce-
ment.

Through Handle 
With Care, deputies 
responding to a trau-
matic event iden-
tify children in the 
household who may 
have been affected. 
We then notify their 
schools so educators 
know those students 
may need extra un-
derstanding or sup-
port. 

A child does not 
have to be the focus 
of an emergency call 
to feel its effects, and 
that awareness can 
make a meaning-
ful difference when 
the child returns to 
school.

Our Senior Watch 

Program has shown 
what can happen 
when we take the 
time to learn what 
a resident needs. 
Through visits and 
follow-up, our Com-
munity Outreach 
Team has helped se-
niors obtain mobility 
supplies and worked 
with communi-
ty partners to have 
multiple accessibili-
ty ramps built. 

A ramp can mean 
the difference be-
tween being con-
fined to a home and 
being able to leave it 
safely. These visits 
also help us recog-
nize isolation, con-
nect residents with 
resources, and give 
their families peace 
of mind.

These programs 
share a simple pur-
pose: to see the per-

son behind the call 
and take the next 
step that will make a 
difference. 

None of this work 
happens through 
law enforcement 
alone. It depends 
on our deputies and 
staff, our schools 
and service provid-
ers, and residents 
who look out for 
their neighbors.

Thank you for 
trusting us to serve 
Wakulla County. 

We will keep 
showing up, listen-
ing, and doing the 
work that helps our 
community stay safe 
and strong.

Jared Miller is 
Wakulla County 
Sheriff.

Public safety that follows through
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Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

FLORIDA 
BREAST CANCER 

FOUNDATION 
LICENSE PLATE

The Florida Breast Cancer Foundation (FBCF) was founded by 3 Miami 
women in 1993. Originally named The South Florida Breast Cancer Coalition, 

the organization began as a nonpro�it, grassroots organization dedicated 
to ending breast cancer through advocacy, education, and research. With 

the introduction of the specialty End Breast Cancer license plate in 2002, a 
second organization was formed the Florida Breast Cancer Coalition Research 

Foundation - created to receive the funds from the sale of the plate. A few 
years later our of�icial name changed to the Florida Breast Cancer Foundation, 

but our mission and vision remains the same. 

$15 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

From Front Page

collaborative learning 
spaces.

Growing up in ru-
ral Lafayette County, 
Folsom grew up in the 
woods with a lot of land 
and a lot of farming. 
“Dad and I worked a 
160-acre farms grow-
ing snap beans.” 

“Along with my fa-
ther, I learned to work 
dairy cows, beef cows, 
and did some land sur-
veying for my uncle.” 

Folsom’s ability to 
work as a mechanic 
and engineer didn’t 
come from textbooks 
or  c lassrooms.  I t 
started from fixing the 
machines people de-
pended on every day. 
His skills were built 
through real work, real 
problems.

Learning technical 
skills taught to him 
by his father, Folsom 
said, “Dad was a heavy 
equipment diesel me-
chanic, a preventative 
maintenance engineer 
and the lead mechanic 
for Proctor and Gam-
ble forestry. He was 
also the mechanic lead 
at and at the Buck-
eye paper mill in Perry 
and other large com-
panies.”

Folsom often credits 
his father for instilling 
the skills, discipline, 
and work ethic that 
shape how he shows 
up every day. Carrying 
these same skills in-
stilled in him, are now 
poured into his work 
with Wakulla STEAM. 
The way he teaches, 
how he mentors, and 
how he builds commu-
nity, is being absorbed 
by Wakulla’s youth.

Furthering his edu-
cation, Folsom attend-
ed college in Tampa 
and graduated with 

a Network Technol-
ogy Degree and later 
worked as a tech sup-
port for AOL.  

“Later down the 
road, a cousin of mine 
said he needed some-
one to run a ware-
house. I got there, 
and I was working on 
electronics rebuild-
ing printers, telephone 
systems, computers... 
I loved that job!” He 
shared, “I’m a natural 
problem solver.”

“When BellSouth 
equipment shut down, 
together, we bought 
their old stuff and we 
fixed it.”

Of his family life, 
he says: “I married a 
Navy girl, Aimee Daniel 
‘Danny’ Folsom, and 
we have three boys, 
Wyatt, Hudson and 
Levi; we also have three 
dogs.”

Sharing his comput-
er experience, Tyson 
said, “In 2008, my wife 
and I moved to Whid-
bey Island in Wash-
ington, where she had 
Permanent Change of 
Station flight training. 
During those 5 years, 
I worked on printers, 
real estate, and ran 
Orchis Island Bakery, 
and my wife worked 
as a Manager in the 
Pentagon until 2011. 

“I also worked for 
Omni in Alexandria 
and Herndon, Virgin-
ia,” he says. “I did busi-
ness system copies 
and printers and also 
a smart board repro-
duction manager.”

Virginia is where 
Folsom stepped into 
his role in STEAM. He 
said, “I started STEAM 
Lego robotics in Vir-
ginia, and we tried to 
do something for the 
boys there; I wanted 
them to have hands on 
experience and learn.”

The family moved to 
Wakulla a couple  years 
ago. Already looking 
for opportunities to 
invest in his sons and 
his community, the 
Folsom family desired 
to create STEAM in 
Wakulla.

“Later, I was mess-
ing around online, 
and I found Leader-
ship Wakulla and I was 
interested,” he says. 
Leadership Wakulla 
is program through 
the Wakulla Cham-
ber of Commerce to 
foster growth in both 
emerging and estab-
lished leaders in the 
community. Folsom 
was in the first class 
of Leadership Wakulla 
two years ago.

After unsuccessful 
attempts to launch 
STEAM  – contingent 
on teacher sponsor-
ship commitments – 
through Leadership 
Wakulla, he met Ed-
die Hand and Ralph 
Thomas. And Eddie’s 
wi fe,  Tanya, said, 
“Why don’t you start a 
non-profit?” So he did.

“We talked to the 
schools for Lego ro-
botics for the younger 
kids, ages 5-8 and we 
had to find a teacher 
sponsor. 

Through network-
ing within Leadership 
Wakulla, doors opened 
for Folsom and Linda 
Oaks of Wakulla Coun-
ty Public Library said, 
“Why don’t you do it at 
the library?” Friends of 
the Library president 
Andy Riddle helped 
recruit sponsors, and 
then Folsom was intro-
duced to Rachel Pienta 
of Wakulla 4-H. 

And then Wakul-
la STEAM was “full 
steam” ahead on the 
track of youth devel-
opment.

“The first event was 
Lego Robotics; it went 
very well. We had grow-

ing pains and learned 
lessons, such as, don’t 
mix the older kids with 
the younger kids, etc...”

Wakul la  STEAM 
also hosts education-
al events such as 3D 
printing and, in July, 
Derby Maker races. 

“ W a k u l l a  C u b 
Scouts were involved 
in the Derby Mak-
er event by loaning 
their racetrack to us. 
Kyle Barnes and Josh 
Havrid over at Scouts 
also helped at the 
event, they are awe-
some,” says Folsom.

“We grew from one 
to five robotic teams. 
My main goal is to 
spark curiosity,” he 
says, adding: “I want 
to spark curiosity and 

want them to learn 
something from it. 
That’s what I want for 
my kids. I don’t want 
kids to sit around all 
weekend. You only 
have a certain amount 
of time in this world. 
What’s your life going 
to be worth if sitting 
around is all you do?

“I want to trigger 
ambition, hands-on ex-

perience, thought-pro-
voking exercises, and 
get the brain thinking.

“When I catch my 
kids on the TV, I say 
what are you doing? Go 
do something!”

To  l e a rn  abou t 
W a k u l l a  S T E A M 
you can visit wakul-
lasteam.org, or con-
tact Folsom at tyson@
wakullasteam.org.

Tyson Folsom

Tyson Folsom, far left, with winners of the STEAM Makers Derby in July.

N  E  E  D    H  E  L  P  with
Y O U R  M E D I C A R E

Or

HOSPITAL CO-PAYS

????
N E E D  H E L P with your

Cash Burial Coverage
Or Final Expenses

Call  or text
Joe Storey Agency 

706-639-3153

JStorey707@Gmail.com

SHELL POINT
Realty, Inc.

SHELL POINT
Realty, Inc.

If your Dream Home 
is on the Water, 
Chances are you’ll 
� nd it here in Wakulla

By the Sea… On � e Lake… 
Up � e River… Or � rough � e Woods…

Call a realtor who’s not afraid to get her feet wet!

Shari Edington
Broker Associate

850-933-6364
Shell Point Realty Inc.
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Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

SUNDAY SERVICE… 
10:17a.m.

850-926-7808 • 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville
In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

View the Sun Monthly e-edition on mobile 
or PC using this QR code.

“The little paper”

onthly
eighbor

Florida Wild 
Mammal 

Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 
Fwma.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & nuts
• Pedigree wet & 

dry dog food
• Friskies wet & 

dry cat food
• Dawn Dish Soap

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

DADS, WE’RE SAVING A SEAT FOR YOU & YOUR FAMILY!

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

Putting Out the Fleece

Judges 6 tells of the He-
brews’ suffering in Canaan 
after they turned away 
from God and embraced 
idols.  To encourage re-
pentance in the Hebrews, 
God allowed the Midianite 
armies and their allies to 
attack. Israel was invad-
ed during harvest, and 
their produce was stolen 
and they were left in deep 
poverty.  Invasions against 
Israel would continue for 
seven years.  Just before 
the eighth invasion, God 
called a farmer named 
Gideon to deliver his peo-
ple from the Midianites.  
Gideon was reluctant to go 
because he lacked confi-
dence that he could do it.  
Although God had already 
promised Gideon a victo-
ry, Gideon asked for signs 
that He’d keep His prom-
ise.  He tells God, he’ll 
put a fleece on the floor, 
and if God’s truly going to 
save Israel with Gideon’s 
help, God should make 
the fleece wet, but leave 
the floor under it dry. The 
next morning it’s just as 

he asked.  But Gideon is 
unsatisfied, he risks God’s 
anger by asking for more.  
So, for the second night, 
he asked for a wet floor 
with a dry fleece.  Again, 
the next morning it’s as 
he asked.  The floor is wet 
and the fleece is dry. Gide-
on is convinced God would 
keep his promise.  This 
episode in Gideon’s life 
opened the door to many 
people’s imaginations.  
People ask for physical, 
literal, signs from God.  
This is a major mistake.  
Scripture clearly warns 
against asking for such.  
Deuteronomy 6:16 prohib-
its putting God to the test 
by such demands.  This 
principle is confirmed by 
Jesus when he is tempted 
by Satan in the wilderness 
in Luke 4:12.  The Jews in-
cessantly demanded signs 
from Jesus during his 
earthly ministry, but Jesus 
steadfastly refused to give 
them any.  Paul implies 
the Jews would suffer se-
vere consequences as a 
result of their demands 
and doubts. “Putting out 
the fleece” is an approach 
used by people like Gide-
on who lack faith to trust 
God to do what He says 
he will do.  Twice Gideon 
reminded God of what he 
had said, and twice Gide-
on asked God to reaffirm 
His promises with a mira-
cle.  Who are we to remind 
God of what He said?  

Who are we to tell God 
what conditions He must 
meet, especially when 
He has already spoken to 
us in His Word?  “Putting 
out the fleece” is not only 
evidence of our unbelief, 
but it usually results in our 
fleecing ourselves and 
suffering severe conse-
quences. One fundamen-
tal fact is that there is no 
way to know God’s will or 
to receive His guidance, 
apart from the Holy Scrip-
tures.  The Scriptures are 
not a catalog of do’s and 
don’ts on all matters of 
life in alphabetical order.  
Instead, the Scriptures 
consist largely of gener-
al and special principles 
that are applicable to all 
life.  These principles are 
available to those who 
make the effort to under-
stand the Bible adequate-
ly.  Wise Christians study 
the Scriptures regularly 
to learn these principles 
so that when needed de-
cisions can be made with 
Bible understanding.  
Come worship with us 
each Sunday @10:00 am
Oyster Bay 
Church of Christ 
1044 Shadeville Road 
Crawfordville, Florida
www.oysterbaychurchofchrist.org

Contact Info:
Robert W. Kornegay
oysterbaychurchofchrist@gmail.com
Listen to more @
PearlsOfWisdomOnline.org

Robert W. Kornegay, Sr.

By GREG GAST

Courage is about step-
ping out of your comfort 
zone. It is confronting 
your fears and anxieties 
white resisting the need 
to run away. 

Courage is not just 
physical bravery; it can 
also be just speaking out 
against some injustice. 
It is not just about-fac-
ing fear; it is about per-
severance, integrity, and 
the willingness to act in 
accordance with one’s 
values. 

It can enhance per-
sonal growth by leading 
to the achievement of 
goals despite obstacles, 

and it builds resilience 
and the capacity to con-
front larger challenges in 
the future.

Courage requires us 
to stand up for what we 
believe in. To express 
our true thoughts and 
feelings even when faced 
with opposition or possi-
ble failure. 

There are different 
types of courage:

Physical courage 
is often seen in acts of 
bravery such as rescu-
ing someone from harm, 
enduring physical hard-
ship, or putting your life 
at risk for a cause. 

Moral courage is 
standing up for what is 
right despite social pres-
sure, ridicule, or person-
al risk. 

Social courage is 
advocating for others, 
standing up against in-
justice, challenging soci-
etal norms. 

Intellectual cour-
age is the willingness to 
challenge your own be-
liefs engaging in critical 
thinking even when it’s 

uncomfortable. 
And emotional cour-

age is facing your inner 
fears and vulnerabili-
ties such as expressing 
and confronting feelings 
honestly or coping with 
loss.

Fostering courage is 
a continuous process. 
It requires intentionality 
and commitment. Start 
by identifying your core 
values. What truly mat-
ters to you. When you 
are clear about your val-
ues, it becomes easier to 
make courageous deci-
sions. 

Practice being vul-
nerable to the possibil-
ity of rejection, failure, 
and criticism will build 
courage. Start small by 
achieving small goals 
your confidence will 
grow making it easier to 
tackle the bigger chal-
lenges. Speaking up. 
his doesn’t mean being 
confrontational, it is ex-
pressing your genuine 
thoughts and feelings in 
a respectful way. Step 
out of our comfort zone 

and take some calculat-
ed risks that align with 
your values and goals. 

Learn to advocate for 
yourself and others, es-
pecially those who may 
not have a voice. Cour-
age can make a differ-
ence in the lives of others 
whether setting personal 
boundaries, standing up 
against injustice or sup-
porting a friend in need.

Embracing change in 
one’s life is often scary 
but is a necessary part 
of growth. Courage is liv-
ing authentically. It cre-
ates opportunities and 
teaches you to think for 
yourself. 

“The opposite of cour-
age is not cowardice, it 
is conformity. Even a 
dead fish can go with the 
flow.” – Jim Hightower.

Let me know what 
you think…

Gregory E. Gast, MS, 
LMHC is at 3295 Craw-
fordville Hwy. Suite 4 
Crawfordville, Florida 
32327 or call at (850) 
271-8258.

Real life courage
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YOU ARE WELCOME
No Pressure. No Pretending.

Just a loving family seeking to serve God and others.

Sunday Worship - 10 AM
(Also on Facebook) 

3803 Coastal Hwy,
Crawfordville, FL
(850) 745- 8412

Dr. James Needham, Pastor

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church

Pastor Michael Hartley
Masses: Saturday 5:00 pm • Sunday 11:00 am 
Monday, Thursday and Friday 8:30 am 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm
First Saturday: Mass at 9:00 am
Confessions:  Every Saturday  9:30am – 10:30am
Saturdays 4:30 pm - 5:00 pm Or by appointment

3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

850 745-8359

Cemetery  lots and cremain spaces 
850-509-7630 or 850-745-8359
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On the Horizon
The calendar of events for October

CORBIN
 SYSTEMS

Commercial & Residential

Security Systems
Cameras
Smart Home Technology
Monotoring
Wireless & Networking
Audio/Visual Systems
Sound Systems

Digital Signage
Biometrics
Data Cabling
Fiber Optics
Access Control
Gates

KEEPING PEOPLE & PROPERTY SAFE FROM THE CAPITAL TO THE COAST

850 491-6277 
Locally Owned and Operated • Insured – Licensed Contractors • Alarm Lic#EF20001549 Low Volt Lic#ES12001531

24 hours a day/
7 days a 
week

Ca n you replace the camera with a Sun. Inside of the Sun put 
text :Protect What you Love” 
Thanks,

Local Wakulla Attorney • Local Resident & Neighbor

Services
2Estate Planning
2Civil Litigation
2Corporate Formation
2Asset Protection

2Contract Drafting & Review
2Probate & Trust Administration
2Government Consulting
2Insurance Claims

Practice Areas
2Wills & Trusts
2Lawsuits
2Probate Cases

2Administrative Law
2Business Law
2Corporations

(448) 500-6327 Sean@gellislaw.com

State & Federal 
Government 

& Admin PracticeOffi ce 2931 Crawfordville Hwy

Sean W. Gellis, Esq
Founder & Managing Member

Sean W. Gellis, Esq
Founder & Managing Member

www.GellisLaw.com 
www.WakullaLegacy.com

Thursday, Oct. 1
 

• The Rotary Club of 
Wakulla County meets at 
the TSC Wakulla Center 
at 8:30 a.m. on Thursdays.
• Coastal Optimist Club 
meets at noon at Myra 
Jean’s on the first and 
third Thursdays.
• The VFW Auxiliary 
Bingo Night will be held 
at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran 
Road in Crawfordville, 
every Thursday. There are 
concessions and raffles.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. every 
Thursday at 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

Friday, Oct. 2

• Celebration of Dolly, a 
musical tribute to Dolly 
Parton by Wakulla Com-
munity Theater, will be 
held at Sopchoppy Theater 
(old Sopchoppy auditori-
um) beginning at 7 p.m. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $20. 
• Wakulla War Eagles trav-
el to Alachua County to 
play the Hawthorne Hor-
nets at 7 p.m.
• Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets at noon and 
7 p.m. every Friday at 54 
Ochlockonee St. 

Saturday, Oct. 3

• The Panacea Commu-
nity Garden Farmer’s 
Market will be held from 
9 a.m. to 12 noon in 
Panacea.

• Wakulla Non-Profit Re-
source Fair will be held 
at the community center 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
It’s a chance to meet 20 of 
the organizations serving 
Wakulla and get support, 
get connected, or volun-
teer.
• Artistic swimming at 
Wakulla Springs  with a 
performance by the Serinas 
at 5:30 p.m. Free with park 
admission.
• Cinema at the Springs, 
from Tarzan to Creature 
from the Black Lagoon, 
with film historian Dr. Da-
vid Morton at the terrace at 
the Wakulla Springs Lodge 
at 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, Oct. 4

• Wakulla Giving Hands 
holds a food giveaway ev-
ery Sunday from 12:30 to 
2:30 p.m. at the facility 
across from Medart Ele-
mentary on Highway 98.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets every Sunday at 6:30 
p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Monday, Oct. 5

• County commission 
meets in the commission 
chambers at 6 p.m.
• The Wakulla Caregiver 
Support Group meets at 
Lake Ellen Baptist Church 
at 9:30 a.m every Monday 
.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6 p.m. and 8 
p.m. every Monday at 54 
Ochlockonee St.

• Gentle Yoga and 
Stetching Class with Mar-
garet every Monday at 11 
a.m. First Baptist Church 
CLC Building in Craw-
fordville. Bring a mat.

Tuesday, Oct. 6

• Grand opening of the 
new public library, built 
on the grounds of the 
community center, is at 9 
a.m.
• Sopchoppy community 
dinner is held every week 
at the Towles House at 
6:30 p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. at 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, Oct. 7
 

• Wakulla County Co-
alition for Youth meets 
at the Wakulla Public 
Library at 12:30 p.m.
• Muffins with Moms 
Prenatal Support Group 
meets at 9 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 
and 10 a.m. at the Wakul-
la County Health Depart-
ment. Contact Liz Neigh-
bors at 850-888-6078 or 
elizabeth.neighbors@
flhealth.gov for more 
information.
• A line dance class is held 
at 1 p.m. at the Wakul-
la Senior Center every 
Wednesday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at noon and 6:30 
p.m. every Wednesday at 
54 Ochlockonee St.

Thursday, Oct. 8
 

• St. Marks City Commis-
sion meets at City Hall at 
6 p.m.
-926-6050.

Friday, Oct. 9
 

• Wakulla War Eagles host 
district rival Godby Cou-
gars at J.D. Jones Stadium 
at 7 p.m. 

Saturday, Oct. 10

• Boots and Bingo, a 
fundraiser by the Rotary 
Club of Wakulla, will be 
held at 3Y Ranch from 5 
to 11 p.m. Tickets are $75 
each.
• Wakulla High School 
Class of ‘76 will hold its 
50 year reunion at Trident 
Restaurant in Panacea 
from 4 to 8 p.m. $50 per 
person attending. 
• The Wakulla Caregiver 
Support Group will meet 
at the Wakulla County 
Public Library at 10 a.m. 
every  second Saturday of 
the month.

Monday, Oct. 12

• Columbus Day – banks 
will be closed.
• Planning Day for 
Wakulla County Schools – 
No school for students.
• 4-H Youth Leadership 
Summit will be held at the 
extension office. Cost is 
$30 per youth, ages 11 to 
18. Deadline to register is 
Oct. 7.
•  Planning commission 
meets at 6 p.m. in the 
commission chambers.

• The Sopchoppy City 
Commission meets at 6:30 
p.m. at City Hall.
• Crawfordville Woman’s 
Club monthly meeting 
is the second Monday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. 
at 64 Ochlockonee St., in 
Crawfordville. Call (850) 
566-5727 for more infor-
mation.

Wednesday, Oct. 14

• Wakulla Garden Club 
will meet at Just Fruits 
and Exotics from noon 
to 2 p.m. Speaker will 
be Jamake Robinson, 
co-owner of Just Fruits, 
on fruit tree pruning and 
management. 

Thursday, Oct. 15

• Stone Crab Season 
opens.
• Chamber After Hours 
will be held at Barns Spir-
its in Panacea from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. 

Friday, Oct. 16 

• Wakulla War Eagles 
have a bye week.

  
Saturday, Oct. 17

• Feathers and Fur, a mas-
querade ball fundraiser 
for Florida Wild Mammal 
Association, will be held 
at the Sopchoppy Gym 
from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $75 each.
• First Baptist Church Fall 
Festival will be held at the 

church from 3 to 6 p.m.
• Craft Bake and Plant 
Sale will be held at St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 19

• Wakulla School Board 
meets in the district office 
at 5:45 p.m.
• County commission 
meets in commission 
chambers at 6 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 23

• Wakulla War Eagles 
travel to Glen St. Mary to 
take on the Baker County 
Wildcats at 7 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 24

• Story Walk, the Wakulla 
Public Library’s giant Hal-
loween-themed festival, 
will be held at Hudson 
and Azalea parks from 
5:30 to 8 p.m.
• Spooky Specimens will 
be held at Gulf Specimen 
Marine Lab from 5 to 8 
p.m. Free admission for 
kids in costume.

Saturday, Oct. 31

• HAPPY HALLOWEEN!
• Be the Light, with music, 
games, food and candy, 
will be held at Sopchoppy 
Depot Park from 5 to 8 
p.m. Everything is free.
• St. Marks Community 
Market will be held from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in St. 
Marks.



Page 10 – SUN MONTHLY NEIGHBOR, October, 2026	

CLUES ACROSS
  1. El __, Texas 
town
  5. Rocker’s tool
  8. A lot
 12. Traveling by 
ground
 14. Spelling 
competition
 15. Two-toed 
sloth
 16. Small per-
fumed bag
 18. “Much __ 
about nothing”
 19. Tough-
skinned mollusk
 20. Removes 
from record
 21. It warms the 
planet

 22. Leafy green
 23. Quality of 
arriving favor-
ably
 26. Living thing
 30. “Six of 
Crows” author 
Bardugo
 31. Got around a 
rule
 32. Resin from 
burned sub-
stance
 33. Iraq seaport
 34. Religious 
leaders
 39. Fugitives are 
on it
 42. Samson’s 
influencer
 44. Italian city

 46. A quality of 
lacking interest
 47. Predatory 
tropical fishes
 49. Nobel physi-
cian Isodor
 50. Luck
 51. Stationary 
part of a motor 
or generator
 56. Orthope-
dic professional 
group (abbr.)
 57. One point 
south of due east
 58. It follows 79
 59. Paper cur-
rency
 60. Anger
 61. Spanish sea-
port

 62. Sleep in a 
rough place
 63. Famous mu-
seum
 64. Selfs
 
 CLUES DOWN
   1. Bullfighting 
maneuver
  2. From a dis-
tance
  3. Soul and ca-
lypso song
  4. Expressions 
of delight
  5. Lower in es-
teem
  6. Inner region 
of an organ
  7. Flowers
  8. A bog
  9. Remove a 
fastening

 

10. Membranes
 11. Enormous
 13. One who ab-
stains from drink
 17. Malayan 
wild ox
 24. Type of stu-
dent
 25. Rejecting all 
moral principles
 26. Sino-Soviet 
block
 27. Egyptian 
unit of weight
 28. Wrong
 29. Make a mis-
take
 35. Indicates 
location
 36. Boxing’s 
“GOAT”
 37. Where wres-
tlers compete
 38. Timid

 40. Disney town
 41. Suggesting 
the horror of 
death and decay
 42. Male parent
 43. Remove for 
good
 44. Simple shoes
 45. Flowers
 47. Hindi cour-
tesy title for a 
man
 48. Not pleased
 49. “Atlas 
Shrugged” au-
thor
 52. CIA officer 
and writer
 53. Hoodlum
 54. __ Von 
Bismarck, Iron 
Chancellor
 55. Woolen rugs
 

Crossword_ ___________

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you square off, 
so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in 
the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

LEATHER REPAIR / REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather
Bags, Belts, Holsters

Some work on Shoes and tack
Also – Custom Products

SERVICES

your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 

to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 
more, please contact Andrea 

Zinker at (850) 878-5310.

Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

50 Years 
Experience

Since 1975

850-443-5901

By Appointment 
Only

Susan 
Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
SchatzmanSusan@gmail.com

734 Shadeville Road
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

®

Bonnie Holub
Certi�ied Life Coach

850-570-8271
BonnietheLifeCoach.com

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

It isn’t about how 
your life looks to others…

It’s about how it feels to you!

FOR QUALITY 
AND SERVICE 

THAT WILL
FLOOR 

YOU
Call Today for your 
FREE Estimate

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
LHFQuality 

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
850745-8723

Hardwood Engineered
Floating Flooring
Glue Downs
Nail Downs

Floating Flooring
Laminate 

& Vinyl

Installation Services:

4 0   A C R E S
F O R  S A L E
D. E. BILLINGSLEY

L i c .  R e a L  e s tat e  B R o k e R    

850-510-3309
www.debi l l ings ley.com

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

Your LocaL Water 
Diversion speciaList

www.newvisiongutters.com
448   220   2311

Lori L. Lewis
Chief Executive Offi cer

sendmethebillLLC@gmail.com
Cell 717-413-6761
Fax 717-256-7199
www.SendMeTheBill.net

1037 Gulf Shore Blvd.
Alligator Point, FL 32346

BIG BEND TOWING, INC
*TOWING  *ROADSIDE ASST.
*JUMP START
*TIRE CHANGE
*LOCK OUT
*FUEL

CALL BILLY HAYNIE
 850-631-2361

TOWING SERVICE

REAL ESTATE

Sandulls Custom
Construction Solutions, LLC

850-666- 2435
Concrete - Stone - Masonry - Carpentry
Rot/Repairs – Remodels- Renovations
Landscape / Hardscape Skidsteer work

Junk Removal 
- Free eStimateS -

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326
WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales 
Listings &

Rental 
Management

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

Sonya 
Hall
Broker

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Management

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker 
Associate

CELEBRATING 
38 YEARS

STOP DRINKING

CRAWFORDVILLE

Est. 2000

Carol Ann Williams
Senior Real Estate Specialist

850-566-9293

carolannw@Coastalgems.com • CoastalGems.com

“Do you want to stop drinking, 
but can’t? Let other alcoholics 
show you not just how to stop,

but how to live a rich, fulfi lling life.
Apalachicola Bay Serenity Group

A chapter of 
Alcoholics Anonymous

Call: 850-323-2510”
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FROM THE WAKULLA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
850.926.3546CAC1818432 

https://www.keithkeyhvac.com

Your Local Heating & 
Air Conditioning Experts
When your comfort matters, 
call the team your neighbors trust.

From repairs to full system replacements, 
we’re here to help — fast and dependable.

Happy to sponsor 
the Historic Magnolia 
Monthly column.Maya Key                 Jared Key         Keith Key

Turn to Next Page

Open Tuesday - Thursday - Friday
6:30a.m - 5p.m.

A tale of three tombstones
PART 3 OF SIX.

On September 22, 
1827, the KENNEBEC 
JOURNAL of Augusta, 
Maine, published an 
advertisement for the 
town of Magnolia on the 
St. Marks River, Florida, 
which had been found-
ed less than 3 months 
before by four Augusta 
brothers named John, 
George, Nathaniel, and 
Weld Hamlin. The pa-
per in which they ad-
vertised was owned by 
their brother-in-law, 
Luther Severance, who 
had married Ann Ham-
lin, and founded the 
paper three years previ-
ously. The ad stated:

TOWN OF MAGNOLIA

Since Florida has 
come into possession of 
the United States gov-
ernment, the settlement 
of that territory has 
been very rapid. It is 
the southernmost point 
of the Union and is ca-
pable of producing any 
number of articles of 
commerce nowhere else 
to be found within our 
limits. The orange, olive, 
the vine, etc. thrive in 
Florida, but it is the ad-
aptation of the soil and 
climate to the culture of 
the sugarcane that ren-
ders it most valuable for 
it is only in Florida and 
Louisiana that we can 
produce sugar. But a 
great proportion of Flor-
ida is pine land, with a 
thin sandy soil, incapa-
ble of producing much, 
interspersed with tracts 
of rich upland, covered 
with oak, hickory, and 
other hardwood. There 
is an extensive tract 
of this highly valuable 
land about Tallahas-

see, the new capital of 
Florida. It still bears 
the marks of a former 
Spanish colony which 
was destroyed or driv-
en away by the Indians 
nearly two centuries 
ago. The orange groves 
and other trees and 
plants believed not to be 
indigenous, in the Ala-
chua district, and the 
traces of roads in every 
direction about Middle 
Florida, evince that the 
colony had made con-
siderable advances in 
agriculture. To all the 
district around Talla-
hassee which has just 
been brought into the 
market by the United 
States, the Bay and river 
of St. Marks is the nat-
ural channel of commu-
nication with the sea. At 
the head of navigation 
on this River Messrs. J. 
G. and N. Hamlin, for-
merly of this town, have 
fortunately purchased 
a considerable tract of 
land and laid out a town 
to which they have giv-
en the name of Magno-
lia. It is upon the first 
high and arable land 
on the river; the banks 
below (i.e., to the south 
- Ed.) are marshy and 
subject to inundation. 
We have obtained the 
following description of 
the situation of Mag-
nolia from one of the 
proprietors: “This place 
is situated on the St. 
Marks River, eight miles 
above Ft. St. Marks, 
about 15 miles south-
east from Tallahassee, 
the seat of government 
for Florida, about mid-
way from Pensacola and 
St. Augustine, nearly on 
the same parallel of lat-
itude, about 200 miles 
from either. It is every 
way eligible as a com-

mercial depot and place 
of business, its site suf-
ficiently elevated, dry 
and healthy, combing 
every advantage which 
this part of the territory 
admits. Its local conve-
nience, and the health-
iness of its situation, 
warrant the confident 
belief that it will, in a 
short time, become an 
important commercial 
place. It must neces-
sarily command the ex-
tensive inland trade of 
a large portion of rich 
and fertile country, rap-
idly increasing in pop-
ulation and resourc-
es. There are two large 
sulphur springs at this 
place, one of which is 
within 200 yards of the 
public square. The valu-
able medicinal qualities 
of these springs, known 
to be efficacious in re-
lieving a variety of com-
plaints in all countries, 
will at no distant period 
render Magnolia a fash-
ionable resort both for 
health and pleasure, 
thus happily and rare-
ly combining advantag-
es of business, sources 
of pleasure, and en-
joyment in relief of the 
afflicted. Already there 
have been built 10 or 12 
houses for commercial 
purposes, since the first 
of August last year (the 
writer means the same 
year - Ed.), the time of 
its first location. Others 
are contemplated and 
numbers of lots have 
been sold at low rates 
to actual settlers by the 
proprietors.

Apalachy or St. 
Marks Bay is the only 
harbor which Florida af-
fords in the Gulf of Mex-
ico where ships drawing 
over 6 feet of water, 
find safe anchorage and 

ready access to the in-
terior of the country 
by roads, from Apala-
chicola Bay (where only 
11 feet of water can be 
carried over its bar) to 
Tampa Bay – including 
a seacoast of 350 miles 
in extant. Apalachy Bay 
is accessible to vessels 
drawing from 14 to 18 
feet of water, at high 
water, safe anchorage 
against all winds, a 
good holding ground. 
Vessels drawing 8 feet 
water had no difficul-
ty in ascending the St. 
Marks River, 13 miles, 
to the town of Magno-
lia. The tides ebb and 
flow regularly twice ev-
ery 24 hours, from 2 
to 6 feet, varied by the 
wind in this respect dif-
fering singularly from 
the other ports in the 
Gulf, which are little af-
fected by the tides, and 
only once in 24 hours. 
Three good and suffi-
cient buoys have been 
places on the banks at 
the entrance of the har-
bour, by order of the 
general government, 
and a lighthouse may 
be confidently expected 
next spring.

The same issue of the 
JOURNAL mentioned 
that Joseph Eveleth had 
arranged for travelers to 
go to New Orleans on 
his ships, and he him-
self was to visit Magno-
lia two years later.

There are other items 
in the Kennebec pa-
per, not all concerning 
Magnolia. The October 
6 issue advertises “Fif-
ty Living Rattlesnakes 
from South America” 
on exhibition for 12-1/2 
cents.

In the October 27th 
issue it states, “The 
people of the southern 

states begin to turn 
their attention to man-
ufacturers. In Tennes-
see slaves have been 
employed in a factory 
with great advantage- 
the children, particular-  
ly, are said to be just as 
tractable and ready (to) 
learn as white children. 
This discovery will soon 
reconcile the southern 
states to the protect-
ing system,” which is 
the JOURNAL’s way of 
saying that child labor 
can be just a productive 
in the South as in the 
North.

Meanwhile, the town 
of Magnolia was be-
ginning to take shape 
in the pine woods and 
palmetto scrub along 
the St. Marks River. 
The advertisement in 
the 	 Kennebec jour-
nal DID NOT BRING A 
FLOOD OF Yankees to 
the south, and it is hard 
to estimate the selling 
point that the Hamlins 
made in a similar piece 
in the PENSACOLA GA-
ZETTE for August 10, 
1827.

A post office was ap-
parently established be-
fore the end of 1827. A 
report to the U.S. House 
of Representatives giv-
ing receipts of the vari-
ous post offices in Ter-
ritorial Florida for the 
fiscal year ending March 
31, 1828, lists Magnolia 
and gives its receipts as 
$21.73. During the next 
year these jumped to 
$213.76.

There is no evidence 
in the Leon County re-
cords that the brothers 
sold any lots in 1827. 
The first purchase was 
made in 1828 by Jason 
H. Knapen who bought 
one lot on Broad Street 
for $50. Witnesses were 

Edward Seixas, Mag-
nolia’s postmaster, and 
Alexander Steele.

A study of land pur-
chases indicate that 
the town had one street 
running from the riv-
er (flowing south) in 
a westerly direction, 
for all purchases were 
made either north or 
south of Broad Street. 
Apparently there was 
a sulphur springs to 
which the street ran, for 
it is advertised as being 
near the main square.

Knapen, the first re-
corded buyer, used 
his collateral in the lot 
three days later to bor-
row $150 from Freder-
ick Towle at 6% interest 
a month until paid.

The second purchas-
er was better known 
in the Territory, Ben-
jamin Byrd. Byrd was 
born in North Carolina, 
a descendant of Wil-
liam Byrd, and the first 
Treasurer of Florida. 
He bought 671 acres 
of land in the magno-
lia tract from the three 
Hamlins (who adver-
tised themselves always 
as J, N, and G Hamlin) 
for use in land specu-
lation. Byrd was born 
in 1798, married Mary 
Burney of Tallahassee 
after arriving in the 
capital about 1825. He 
had one son who was a 
student at the Quincy 
Academy. Whether he 
profited from the land 
he bought in Magnolia 
is not known, but he 
was a merchant and 
councilman and proba-
bly died in the 1870’s. 
The land he bought cost 
slightly more than $1 an 
acre, since he paid a to-
tal of $838.60 for what 
he purchased from the 

By Elizabeth F. Smith, published in the May1967 edition of the Magnolia Monthly
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Hamlins.
A Josua Byrd lived 

in St. Marks in 1840 
and a Robert F. Byrd, 
b. in N.C. in 1825, was 
a farmer in the Shell 
Point district in 1850, 
but whether they were 
relatives of Benjamin 
is not known. There 
are no Byrds living in 
Wakulla County at the 
present time.
In November 1828 

John Hamlin gave his 
brother George pow-
er of attorney to sell 
lots in Magnolia. Later 
one was sold to Jesse 
E. Brown of New York 
City for $150. Subse-
quent sales were made 
to Mahala Cotton of 
Leon County, 1829, 
one lot for $37.50. In 
the same year William 
Haskins, who used his 
property for a large 
mercantile establish-
ment, bought 2 lots 
for $75. David Burley, 
who went into partner-
ship with Haskins on a 
schooner and its car-
goes, bought 8 lots for 
$350.
In September 1829, 

Thomas Delphy of Jef-
ferson County bought 
one lot for $100. Del-
phy was a hard drink-
ing man, a perenni-
al mover, and a bad 
credit risk. In 1831 in 

Gadsden County he 
bought on credit from 
June 15th to Septem-
ber 12, from a store-
keeper named Sadber-
ry, a book, a pound of 
gunpowder, 22 pounds 
of beef, a pair of shoes, 
four and a half quarts 
of whiskey, two quarts 
of gin, and 11 shots 
of assorted spirits. He 
died sometime there-
after, possibly of liver 
complaint, and his bill 
was not settled until 
1839.
In July 1829, Ann 

Gause of Leon Coun-
ty bought 2 lots in 
Magnolia for $75, fol-
lowed by William Bur-
gess, same place, who 
bought 3 lots for $225.
The witnesses for 

this transaction were 
J.W. Klein, another 
Magnolia merchant, 
and Joseph Ladd. The 
appearance in these 
records for the first 
time of Joseph Ladd 
(buried under the sec-
ond tombstone makes 
clear that he came to 
Magnolia before 1833, 
tho most records in-
dicate he did not ap-
pear there before then. 
Joseph had married a 
sister of the Hamlins in 
Maine and was a lead-
ing mill owner on the 
Kennebec River before 
coming to Magnolia.
The St. Marks Riv-

er, seen today, looks 
very narrow at the 
place where Magnolia 
was supposed to have 
been, two miles north 
of Newport. But men 
who fish in the stream 
or know it from other 
experiences claim that 
it is deep. Nevertheless, 
getting coastal schoo-
ners to the town pre-
sented a problem. In 
1828 the U.S. War De-
partment had a survey 
made and in a letter to 
his Chief of Engineers, 
dated September 11, 
David B. Macomb, en-
gineer in charge, said 
“Vessels drawing over 
6 feet of water are now 
under the necessity of 
lightening their car-
goes before they can 
reach Magnolia. About 
three-quarters of a 
mile below the town is 
a casual obstruction of 
about 100 yards long 
and 20 feet broad, ly-
ing at the bottom and 
parallel with the river, 
on the right bank, con-
sisting of a deposit of 
mud and grass, the re-
moval of which would 
make the river navi-
gable for vessels draw-
ing 10 feet of water at 
high tide…The removal 
would cost 500 dollars.
Two months after 

this report, the first 
issue of THE MAGNO-
LIA ADVERTISER ap-
peared. The editor of 
this paper, Augustus 
Steele, was a native of 

Connecticut, and one 
of the promoters of 
Magnolia. The paper 
lasted not quite two 
years, but considering 
the time and its place 
of publication it is little 
short of remarkable. 
The heavy iron presses, 
the type, and the paper 
had to be shipped in by 
boat. The durability of 
the newsprint makes 
modern paper suspect, 
because a complete set 
of the original ADVER-
TISERS reside in an air 
conditioned vault at the 
University of Florida, 
and are not even yel-
low or brittle from age. 
They look as tho they 
had been printed on 
good quality bond, and 
the type is identical to 
that used in Franklin’s 
POOR RICHARD’S AL-
MANAC. All this type 
had to be set by hand.
The ADVERTISER 

was the seventh paper 
to begin publication 
after Florida was pur-
chased from Spain in 
1821. In the space be-
tween 1821 and 1845 
when Florida entered 
the Union as a state, 
Tallahassee had 11 
papers, Apalachicola 
10, Key West 6, Jack-
sonville 5, St. Augus-
tine 4, Pensacola 3, St. 
Joseph 2, Magnolia, 
Quincy, and Newport 
1. Most of the editors 
were northerners and 
seldom did they stay 
more than a year at 

their task. The future 
of a newspaper on the 
frontier was precari-
ous, since it depended 
on the economy of the 
area. It was business 
that paid the cost of 
advertising, as it does 
today. Seldom did the 
readers number more 
than 200 in any place. 
That Magnolia had 

thrived could be indi-
cated in the prospec-
tus of the first issue 
published on Decem-
ber 12, 1828:
The rapid and al-

most unprecedented 
increase of population 
and of business, which 
in little more than a 
year have made Mag-
nolia a place of con-
siderable commercial 
importance, the extent 
and variety of the re-
sources on which de-
pend her prosperity 
and support, and the 
necessity of having a 
vehicle of general intel-
ligence at a point where 
the earliest informa-
tion, in a commercial 
as well as all other 
points of view, can be 
obtained together with 
growing prosperity and 
increasing population 
of this portion of the 
Territory, have induced 
the subscriber (that is, 
the editor) to present 
himself to the public 
for their patronage, in 
support of a commer-
cial paper in this place.
There is more to 

the prospectus which 
points to a glowing 
commercial future on 
the St. Marks, as well 
as the growth of a “lib-
eral and enlightened 
community.”
And as if to ensure 

that the trade up and 
down the river will con-
tinue, there is a warn-
ing in the periodical 
that anyone caught 
cutting trees into the 
river below the town 
would be fined by the 
Justice of the Peace.
Advertising rates 

were $0.75 per col-
umn inch and half 
that much for each 
succeeding issue. Sub-
scriptions were $4 a 
year. 
(To be continued)

The Wakulla Coun-
ty Historical Society 
Museum is in the Old 
Jail at 24 High Drive 
in Crawfordville. 
We are open to the 
public on Thursdays 
and Fridays, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., and 
on Saturdays from 
10 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
Visit us online at 
WakullaHistory.org. 
The museum houses 
a complete, indexed 
collection of the 
Magnolia Monthly 
magazines for review 
in our reading room, 
and several partial 
sets available for 
purchase.

Magnolia Monthly

Darren
Murphy

TOTOT OUR 
VOLOLO UNTETET ERS & SPONSORS  

TO OUR 
VOLUNTEERS & SPONSORS 

Crawfordville

Amanda 
Gruebel

Rachel
Pienta

Songbird 
Nails

Caden
 Gruebel

Wakulla Title
Company

WWWEE TTHHTHTTHT AANNK YOYOY U FOFOF R HELELE PING US TOTOT KEEP OUR COASTLTLT INES CLCLC EANWE THANK YOU FOR HELPING US TO KEEP OUR COASTLINES CLEAN

Marc
Dickieson
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HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION 

TO SUPPORT THE WAKULLA SUN THROUGH 
THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION.

Your donation will help keep 
the presses running.

Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints

Your local 
source for news
Subscribe online!

View the Sun Monthly e-edition on 
mobile or PC using this QR code.

“The little paper”
onthlyeighbor

Florida Wild 
Mammal 
Association

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327 

FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper 
towels

• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & 

nuts
• Pedigree 

wet & dry 

dog food
• Friskies wet 

& dry cat 
food

• Dawn dish 
soap

A Trusted Legacy. Expanded Resources.
LOWE LEGAL & TITLE HAS JOINED AUSLEY MCMULLEN

Lowe Legal & Title joins with 
Ausley McMullen, expanding the 
resources available to our clients 
while continuing our longstanding 
commitment to serving Wakulla 
County and North Florida. AUSLEY.COM 850-926-8245
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By WILLIAM SNOWDEN Editor

The First District Court of  Appeal in Tallahassee last week upheld the Wakulla Circuit Court judge’s ruling finding that Ed Brimner was properly elected as property ap-praiser in 2020.The DCA’s ruling was  released Tuesday, July 18, and said simply” Per curiam affirmed,” which means that the appeals court affirms the trial court’s deci-sion without issuing an opinion or explanation of its own.
In February of last year, Wakulla Circuit Judge Ron Flury granted a summary judgment to the Wakulla Coun-ty Canvassing Board and Property Apprais-er Ed Brimner finding that Colby Sparkman, who was a candidate for property appraiser  against Brimner in the 2020 election but who 

lost by four votes, pre-sented no evidence that he would have won the election but for alleged misconduct.
The judge noted the lawsuit is “based on the treatment of 12 ballots out of 9,104” ballots cast in the race. The 12 ballots represented the number of votes rejected by the canvassing board because the signature on the vote-by-mail bal-lot did not match the signature on file.Sparkman’s attorney, Mark Herron, argued at a hearing held by Zoom back in February 2022 that the 12 ballots were not able to be cured be-cause of misconduct by the supervisor of elec-tions and the canvassing board. That included not telling voters whose ballots were rejected the correct amount of time they had to cure the problem, and tell-ing Sparkman that he should not contact the 12 voters.

But Judge Flury wrote that, during the election, a total of 53 ballots had signature problems. “Of those 53 ballots,” the judge wrote, “41 were cured.”
One of the 12 bal-lots, belonging to Debra Russell, was cured in a timely manner, but be-cause of the narrow vote margin, she asked that her vote not be counted because it would reveal how she voted. The can-vassing board accepted her appeal and did not count her vote.

“No evidence has been presented that shows the precluded ballots favored any particular candidate,” Judge Flury wrote in his order. “Fac-tually, the mathematical probablity of a change in the result here is nonex-istent.”
At the hearing last year, attorneys Leonard Collins, representing Brimner, and Wayne Malaney, representing the canvassing board, acknowledged that er-rors were made with the election, but contended there was no fraud and 

no effort to help one can-didate or another. The judge agreed: “There is no evidence to suggest that there was an ulterior nefari-ous motive that actually drove the canvassing board’s decision. There is no reason to overturn the will of the people as expressed in the election results presented.”Sparkman appealed the judge’s decision in March of 2022.In the meantime, Sparkman did get a set-tlement in his lawsuit for wrongful termination. Sparkman was a dep-uty property appraiser under Brad Harvey, who was removed from office by Gov. Ron DeSantis af-ter his arrested in 2018 on embezzlement and fraud charges. Harvey has pleaded no contest to the charges and faces a maximum sentence of 30 years when he is sentenced in September.After Brimner was installed in office in Jan-

uary 2021, he subse-quently fired Sparkman for cause. 
Much of the contro-versy in the case arises from Sparkman being told not to contact any of the 12 voters with the rejected ballots. He asked for and was given the names of the voters and acknowledged in deposition that he had called one, but couldn’t remember who it was. A voter called Coun-ty Administrator David Edwards with concerns about Sparkman calling voters, and Edwards called two canvassing board members – Coun-ty Judge Jill Walker, and County Commis-sioner Quincee Mess-ersmith. Both said the issue would be brought before the canvassing board and then-Super-visor of Elections Bud-dy Wells.

Edwards walked over to Wells’ office and con-fronted the elections 
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Team Blue Line visits St. Marks

Fired Chiles coach may join War Eagle coaching staff 

Wakulla Springs’ Amy Conyers is gone

Turn to Page 3

“It’s a New Day”
$1 One Section

Our 2nd Year 30th IssueThursday, July 27, 2023

Locally Owned 
   & Operated

1 96852 36013 0

Weather forecast from Wakulla High School

Partly Cloudy
Partly Cloudy

Saturday

Sunrise 6:54 AMSunset 8:33 PM

Sunrise 6:53 AMSunset 8:33 PM

Sunrise 6:53 AMSunset 8:34 PM
Hi: 89º Lo: 76º   41%

Hi: 91º Lo: 76º   24%

Hi: 92º Lo: 75º   21%

WeatherSTEM
WAKULLA
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Kevin Pettis and son Trey might join coaches at Wakulla High

Appeals court rules for Ed Brimner in lawsuit over 2020 property appraiser in which Colby Sparkman lost by 3 votes

The non-profi t supports law enforcement offi cers injured on the job

Sgt. Rob Holloway, kneeling, with kids of Wakulla County sheri� ’s deputies  at the St. Marks Community Market.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Staff Report

Kevin Pettis, who was recently fired as head 
football coach at Chiles High School may join the 
coaching staff of the Wakulla War Eagles under 
head coach Scott Klees.Superintendent of Schools Bobby Pearce noted 
that Pettis was offered a teaching and coaching 
position at Wakulla High School, but he reportedly 
turned the teaching position down to stay with 
Leon County Schools. He may still join coaches 
next month if cleared of all open investigations.
Pettis was let go as coach at Chiles in June 

after an investigation into alleged violations of 
athletic policies. Pettis’ son, Trey, was also on Chiles coaching 
staff and voluntarily stepped down.Trey Pettis is 
being hired as a parapro at Wakulla Institute and 
will join the staff as a War Eagle coach.

Staff Report

Amy Conyers, who has been the park direc-
tor at Wakulla Springs State Park for nearly six 
years, is no longer in the position as of last week.
Efforts to contact Conyers for comment were 

unsuccessful.
According to her LinkedIn page, Conyers had 

been park manager since November 2017 with 
an ending date of July 2023.Conyers had been with the state Department 
of Environmental Protection for 18 years, in-
cluding at Lafayette Blue Springs State Park, 
Troy Spring State Park, and Wes Skiles Peacock 
Springs State Park.Her LinkedIn page says she is “looking for a 
new role and would appreciate your support. 
Thank you in advance for any connections, 
advice, or opportunities you can offer. #Open-
ToWork”

� e 2020 candidates for Wakulla Property Appraiser in-
cluded Colby Sparkman, le� , and Ed Brimner.

By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

A charity known as Team Blue Line set up a booth at the St. Marks Community market on Saturday, manned in part by Sgt. Rob Hollo-way, a policeman who was shot in the line of duty. 
On April 12th, 2020, while pursuing suspects in a high-speed car chase near Carrollton, Ga., the suspects fired at Hol-loway’s car and he was struck in the head. After the incident, he was in the hospital for months, and due to Covid restric-tions his wife couldn’t go to work and come back 

to see him, so she chose to stay by his side rather than working for those months. 
The community gath-ered around them, how-ever, with co-workers donating leave time so his wife wouldn’t be suf-fer unreasonably, and even the roofing compa-ny they had hired took it upon themselves to redo the roof the way they had been contract-ed to, entirely free of charge. When The hollo-ways would have missed seeing their son grad-uate from highschool, the school allowed it to be livestreamed and let their son be the first to walk the stage, so they 

could watch it from the hospital room. 
When Sgt. Holloway was informed he might never walk again, Team Blue Line dedicated their time and money into re-modeling his bathroom to make it more easily accessible for him to use after getting home from the hospital. 

Though Holloway has been steadily recover-ing and is fully capable of walking under his own power, he says that the handrails installed around his home thanks to Team Blue Line are very helpful whenever he feels weak or light-headed. 
When asked what 

Team Blue Line does, he said that they “Stand for something good, that protects the community from evil.” 
While still small, qual-ity of life improvements such as these can make large impacts on the lives of officers who were in-jured or disabled in the line of duty. 

Team Blue Line also assists the families of those who gave their lives on the job, often paying tuition for their children to go to a private school and get a high-quality education. 
The charity can be found at teamblueline.org for more information or if you’d like to donate.

Election suit over after 3 years

PM
Thunderstorms

Chomp n Stomp held at Palaver Tree
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By WILLIAM SNOWDEN 
Editor

Former Wakulla Prop-
erty Appraiser Brad Har-
vey pleaded no contest 
in Wakulla Circuit Court 
on Wednesday, July 5 to 
numerous fraud charges 
that stemmed from over-
payments he made to 
himself as well as using 
the office credit card for 
personal expenses.
 Harvey had been set 

to go to trial later this 
month. After the plea, a 
pre-sentence investiga-
tion was ordered to deter-
mine what Harvey scores 
for punishment.
He is scheduled for 

sentencing on Sept. 7.
Harvey is charged 

with stealing more than 

$200,000 from the office, 
which he used for expens-
es like outfitting a hunt-
ing truck, and to take his 
family on a cruise after 
his daughter graduated 
from high school.
Assistant State Attor-

ney Andrew Deneen, who 
is prosecuting the case, 
will reportedly be asking  
Wakulla Circuit Judge 
Layne Smith, who is pre-
siding over the case, for 
prison time for Harvey.
The matter started af-

ter members of the Rotary 
Club of Wakulla realized 
that checks and cash for 
a fundraiser had never 
been deposited. Harvey 
was club treasurer. After 
being told of the miss-
ing money, Sheriff Jared 
Miller, also a member of 

Rotary, ordered an in-
vestigation. After being 
interviewed by detectives, 
Harvey turned over about 
$1,000 in cash from a gun 
raffle the club had held. 
No charges were brought 
in the case because the 

evidence – namely, ticket 
receipts for the raffle – 
had not been retained by 
the club. 
But the Rotary incident 

prompted a member of 
Harvey’s staff to begin 
looking into office financ-
es – and evidence quickly 
piled up that Harvey was 
stealing public money.
The staff member went 

to County Administrator 
David Edwards with the 
concerns – and FDLE was 
brought in to investigate.
 In April 2020, Harvey 

was arrested on a war-
rant and processed in 
the Wakulla County Jail. 
Because of Covid restric-
tions at the time, Harvey 
was not put in a jail cell, 
and he did not have to 
post bond. 

The same day, Gov. 
Ron DeSantis removed 
Harvey from office.
During the FDLE in-

vestigation, the news-
paper was aware of 
the suspicions of fi-
nancial improprieties 
and, along with another 
interested party, began 
making public record 
requests and writing 
news stories about it. 
Later public record re-
quests indicated that 
Harvey continued over-
paying himself even 
after he knew he was 
under investigation by 
FDLE.
Asked by the news-

paper to provide justifi-
cation for the overpay-
ments, Harvey pointed 
to a supplement he had 

received when he was 
chief deputy under the 
prior property apprais-
er for work done on 
Fire and Solid Waste 
tax rolls. He seemed 
to think he was still 
entitled to the supple-
ment – though the total 
amount of overpayment 
far exceeded the sup-
plement.
Harvey’s statutory 

salary was $103,000 
in 2016 when he was 
elected. It increased 
to $107,500 the next 
year and to $108,336 
in 2018.
Harvey had done 

payroll and other office 
financials as chief dep-
uty under former ap-
praiser Donnie Spark-
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Seafood landings are reported down

Two drownings in 
separate incidents 

on July 4th

State braces for 
more cases of 
deer disease
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A man died while scalloping; a child 
drowned in a home pool

The former property appraiser is charged with embezzling money from the offi ce; he will be sentenced in September

Hurricane losses, high diesel prices likely to blame for shortfall

Fleet of shrimp boats in Fort Myers.

Independence Day celebration in Sopchoppy starts with a parade, includes music and vendors, and concludes with 
Fourth of July � reworks. More photos on Page 13. (Photo by Gerald Brown)

Staff Report

Two unrelated drownings were reported in 
Wakulla on July 4th: a man scalloping in St. Marks 
and a child who drowned in a backyard pool.
Names and other details were not released by 

the Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office.
The sheriff’s office did put out a press release 

the next day that read:” Yesterday The Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office responded to two separate 
and unrelated instances of drowning in our com-
munity, one at a residence in Crawfordville and 
another on the water near St. Marks. So far, the 
investigations into both instances appear to show 
these are nothing more than tragic accidents. Out 
of respect for the families and those involved The 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office will not be making 
any further releases regarding either incident.
“WCSO would like to remind everyone to always 

be careful when swimming or enjoying the water, 
as drowning incidents can occur suddenly and 
even to the strongest swimmers.
“Please join Sheriff Miller and the Wakulla 

County Sheriff’s Office in praying for the families 
affected by these incidents.”

News Service of Florida

BONIFAY – After Florida’s first recorded case of 
a contagious disease fatal to deer, wildlife officials 
said Thursday other cases are likely and that it will 
be a “long-term marathon” to address the issue.
But it also could mean a short-term increase 

in hunting limits in the region of Northwest Flor-
ida where the case was found, as officials seek to 
quickly collect samples to determine the prevalence 
of chronic wasting disease.
Nearly 300 residents turned out Thursday eve-

ning to the Bonifay K-8 School in Holmes County 
for a presentation by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation and the Florida Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services about initial steps 
to address the disease.
The state announced last month that a “road-

killed” female white-tailed deer in Holmes County 
had tested positive for chronic wasting disease, 
which has been described as similar to mad cow 
disease, with deer becoming emaciated and often 
being found isolated and trembling. Chronic wast-

Auditions for Musical
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Former Property Appraiser-
Brad Harvey

By ANDREW POWELL
Center Square

Since the Covid-19 
pandemic, hurricanes 
and increased fuel costs 
have reduced the catch 
of Florida’s seafood in-
dustry.
Florida’s Gulf Coast is 

the largest fishery for the 
state and is still dealing 
with the effects of Hur-
ricane Ian in late 2022. 
The storm made landfall 
at Fort Myers and devas-
tated Florida’s shrimp-
ing industry, sinking 
boats and destroying 
infrastructure crucial to 
the industry.
According to prelim-

inary data compiled by 
The Southern Shrimp Al-

liance from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration’s Fish-
ery Monitoring Branch, 
Florida’s March 2023 

landings off the West 
Coast were 72.7% below 
the historical average. 
In total, 2023 landings 
for the West Coast are 

42.1% below historical 
trends.
March 2023 landings 

Brad Harvey pleads to charges

SOPCHOPPY FOURTH OF JULY

Scattered
Thunderstorms

By WILLIAM SN
OWDEN 

Editor

The resentenc
ing of 

Guerry Wayne H
ertz and 

Jason Looney 
on mur-

der charges is
 sched-

uled to get und
erway on 

June 19 with ju
ry selec-

tion.
The question 

before 

jurors will be 
whether 

or not Hertz an
d Looney 

should be sent
enced to 

death for the 19
97 mur-

ders of Melan
ie King 

and Keith Sp
ears. At 

their 1999 tri
al, Hertz 

and Looney we
re found 

guilty of two counts 

of first-degree
 murder 

and, by a vote
 of 10-2, 

the jury recom
mended 

death, which 
was or-

dered by the co
urt.

(A third man in
volved 

in the murde
rs, Jim-

my Dempsey, 
testified 

against Hertz 
and Loo-

ney at the tria
l in ex-

change for a se
ntence of 

life in prison.)

The only issu
e be-

fore the jurors
 will be 

whether to rec
ommend 

a death sente
nce. The 

guilt of Hertz 
and Loo-

ney is not at is
sue, and 

they will neve
r be re-

leased from pri
son even 

if a jury recom
mends a 

life sentence.
In 1999, ther

e was 

not a require
ment in 

Florida for a un
animous 

jury verdict for
 a death 

sentence. The 
case was 

sent back for a
 re-do of 

the death pena
lty phase 

and has been 
pending 

for several year
s.

In this year’s L
egisla-

tive session, in 
response 

to the lack of 
a unan-

imous jury ve
rdict for 

the death pena
lty at the 

trial of Parkla
nd High 

School shooter
 Nikolas 

Cruz, Florida la
wmakers 

changed the sta
ndard to 

an 8-4 vote for 
death. 

Defense attorney 

Zachary Ward, who 

represents Her
tz, noted 

at a docket 
sounding 

hearing on We
dnesday, 

June 7, that 
the de-

fense team ha
d antic-

ipated a chang
e in the 

law on jury verd
icts, but 

had anticipated
 the law 

would go into 
effect on 

Oct. 1 – which
 is why 

the defense ha
d agreed 

to set the rese
ntencing 

for June 19. T
he Flori-

da Legislature m
ade the 

change in jury
 verdicts 

immediate.

Charter review discusses 

spring protection

Heavy security at hearing

St. Marks to raise 

sewer rates 75% 

on residents

The two were found guilty of the Spears-King murders 25 years ago, will have a re-do of the death penalty phase of their trial
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Members of the Charter Review Committee at a meeting last week at the community center.

By WILLIAM SNO
WDEN

Editor

Warned by their
 accountant tha

t they are facing
 

financial ruin if 
they don’t do so

mething, St. Ma
rks 

City Commissi
oners voted to

 raise sewer ra
tes 

75% – which w
ould translate 

to a $46 increa
se 

per month on r
esidential utilit

y bills.

It was roughly
 estimated tha

t the increase
 

would translate
 into an additio

nal $183,000 in
to 

the city’s utility
 fund.

City commissio
ners voted 3-1 

for the increase
, 

with the motio
n made by Dan

 Albers, second
ed 

by Paula Bell,
 and supporte

d by Mayor Pa
ul 

Sheddan. Steve
 Remke was the

 lone vote again
st 

the increase. R
emke had mad

e a motion ear
lier 

for a 50% incre
ase that was se

conded by Bell 
for 

discussion and
 was ultimately

 voted down 1-
3. 

City Commissio
n Sharon Rudd

 was absent du
e 

to illness.
The meeting roo

m at City Hall w
as full of citizens

 

on Thursday, J
une 8, but none

 seemed especia
lly 

upset by the sh
arp increase in

 rates. 

One citizen did 
suggest that the

re must be mon
-

ey to cut, and M
ayor Sheddan a

ppeared irritate
d 

at the comment
. The mayor rep

lied that city co
m-

missioners had
 cut everything 

they could think
 of, 

but there was 
no way to mak

e enough finan
cial 

cuts to get out 
of the problem.

 Several residen
ts 

in the audience
 suggested just

 going ahead w
ith 

a 100% increas
e to get the pai

n over with.

It was noted tha
t the city had be

en slow to raise
 

its utility rates
 – there had on

ly been a 12% 
in-

crease over the 
past several yea

rs, which would
n’t 

be enough to k
eep up with inf

lation.

As part of finan
cial cuts, the c

ity commission
 

has cut the pay 
of City Manager

 Zoe Mansfield a
nd 

Ethel Jefferson
 by going to a fo

ur-day workwe
ek.

Mayor Shedda
n was also pr

epared at the
 

meeting to sug
gest a reorgani

zation of city s
taff 

by removing P
ublic Works fr

om under the 
city  

manager, and a
ltering the title o

f the city manag
er 

to administrati
ve manager.

City Attorney Ro
n Mowrey told S

heddan that the
 

city charter ref
ers specifically

 to a city mana
ger 

position and du
ties. He said in

terference by c
ity 

commissioners
 in the city man

ager’s duties wa
s a 

first-degree mis
demeanor. Mow

rey told Shedda
n 

that the change
 he was propos

ing would requ
ire 

advertising and
 then a referend

um for city vote
rs 

to approve.
Sheddan appea

red disappointe
d in the attor-

ney’s opinion. 

It was Mowrey’
s last meeting 

as city attorney
. 

He had represe
nted St. Marks

 for many years
. 

He told city com
missioners tha

t he had prac-

ticed law for 54
 years and wou

ld turn 80 in th
e 

summer, sayin
g it was time fo

r him to retire.

In another mat
ter, Shadrach H

ines of the St. 

Marks Waterfr
onts committe

e announced t
he 

group had rais
ed enough mo

ney for Fourth
 of 

July fireworks.

Hines also said
 the city’s first c

ommunity mar
-

ket was a succ
ess. The next o

ne is set for Ju
ne 

24 from 9 a.m.
 to 1 p.m.

Robyn Hurst remembered

Page 14

Jason Looney

Guerry Wayne Hertz

By WILLIAM SNO
WDEN

Editor

The Wakulla S
prings 

Alliance made
 a pitch 

to the county’s
 Charter 

Review Commi
ttee for a 

proposed ballot
 initiative 

that would exp
and the 

Wakulla Spring
s pro-

tection area o
r create 

a Spring Creek
 special 

planning area.

The Charter R
eview 

Committee has bee
n 

meeting over 
the past 

few months to
 look at 

possible chang
es to the 

county’s govern
ing doc-

ument. It is re
quired to 

be reviewed e
very 10 

years.
Chad  Hanso

n ,  a 

member of the
 Wakulla 

Springs Allianc
e, did a 

PowerPoint pre
sentation 

at the Charte
r Review 

Committee’s m
eeting on 

Tuesday, June
 6 at the 

community cen
ter.

Hanson’s pres
enta-

tion went thro
ugh the 

historical deg
radation 

of the springs
 due to 

nitrogen in grou
ndwater 

from septic sys
tems and 

the City of Talla
hassee’s 

Tram Road sp
rayfield. 

It reached th
e point 

in 2008 that t
he state 

Department of Envi-

ronmental Protect
ion 

deemed the Wakulla 

River “biologic
ally im-

paired.”
Hanson noted

 that 

there has bee
n some 

recovery in rece
nt years, 

“but it’s nowh
ere near 

where it should
 be.”

The implications of 

expanding th
e zone 

would be, for vu
lnerable 

areas in the ba
sin map, 

which includes
 much of 

Crawfordville:

• Require advanced 

wastewater tr
eatment 

standards fo
r septic 

tanks, with se
wer pre-

ferred;
• Low impact develop-

ment such as t
wo units 

per acre on sep
tic, or no 

more than five 
units on 

sewer;
• and no Future Land 

Use Map ame
ndments 

for  more tha
n 1 unit 

on 2 acres (o
n sewer) 

or 1:5 (OSTDS
) without 

enforceable dev
elopment 

agreement.
Some members

 of the 

Charter Revie
w Com-

mittee questio
ned if 

expanding the
 springs 

protection zone
 was an 

appropriate iss
ue – with 

committee mem
ber An-

drew Riddle, w
ho also 

chairs the coun
ty plan-

ning commission (of 

which Hanson
 is also 

a member), as
ked if it 

wasn’t more pr
operly an  

issue to be ad
dressed 

in the county’s
 compre-

hensive plan. R
iddle also 

questioned the 
impact of 

such a change o
n county 

building regula
tions.

Committee member 

John Shuff no
ted that 

the Wakulla Sp
rings ba-

sin encompass
es 1,300 

square miles –
 much of 

which is in Leo
n Coun-

ty – and questio
ned why 

Leon doesn’t he
lp shoul-

der the burden
 of clean-

ing up the 7,00
0 septic 

tanks in its jur
isdiction.

Committee member 

Lynn Artz wen
t forward 

with a motion to ap-

prove the expa
nsion of 

the springs pr
otection 

zone as a ballot
 question 

– and the mo
tion was 

seconded by co
mmittee 

member David 
Damon.

Commit tee  Chai r 

Chris Russell e
xpressed 

disappointmen
t at the 

motion and said
 it should 

properly be bro
ught up 

on next month’
s agenda 

as new busine
ss. Artz 

withdrew her m
otion.

At the end of the
 meet-

ing, County Adm
inistra-

tor David Edw
ards ex-

pressed his opi
nion that 

expansion of th
e springs 

protection zon
e would 

have major imp
lications. 

He pointed to
 the im-

pact on the Craw
fordville 

Town Plan and
 said the 

change would 
take the 

county’s zonin
g regula-

tions and toss 
them out 

the window.
“It would paraly

ze the 

county from a
 growth 

perspective,” 
Edwards 

said.
The issue of

 DEP 

There was drum-tight security at the Wakul-

la County Courthouse on Wednesday, June 7, as 

death row inmates Guerry Wayne Hertz and Jason 

Looney were present for a hearing on their planned 

resentencing.

Wakulla deputies and Florida Department of 

Corrections offi cers were all over the courthouse 

– including 16 armed offi cers inside the courtroom 

during the hearing.

Security will be tight when the death penalty 

phase of Hertz’s and Looney’s trial gets underway 

starting June 19.

Hertz, Looney to return for retrial

Keep up with 
What’s Happening in Wakulla
If you enjoy this Monthly 
paper but want more hard 
hitting local news please 
consider subscribing to 
our newspaper.

Call us at 850-962-8019 is Your Local News Source

Subscribe 
for only
$40 per 

year
in county

Fall 2026 
Dance ScheduleSept  11

Sept  25

Oct  9

Oct  23

Nov  13

Dec 11

Dec 12

                                        

                      

 ally Contra Dance
F

ally Contra Dance
Fa

ally Contra Dance
aFaF

ally Contra Dance
FaF l

ally Contra Dance
ll

ally Contra Dance
l 2

ally Contra Dance
20

ally Contra Dance
02

ally Contra Dance
26

ally Contra Dance
6

ally Contra Danceally Contra Danceally Contra Danceally Contra Dance ally Contra DanceTTTally Contra Danceally Contra Danceally Contra DanceTally Contra Danceally Contra Danceally Contra Danceally Contra Danceally Contra Danceally Contra DanceTally Contra Danceally Contra Danceally Contra Danceally Contra Danceally Contra Danceally Contra DanceTally Contra Danceally Contra Danceally Contra Danceally Contra DanceTally Contra DanceT

Leave 
Nothing 
But Your 
Footprints



Page 16 – SUN MONTHLY NEIGHBOR, October, 2026	

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc. member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic Wealth is separately owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or 
services referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth. Osaic Wealth does not provide tax or legal advice. 

(850) 926-7487  

www.EnglishFinancialGroup.com
71 B Songbird Ave, Crawfordville

Guard ~ Plan ~ Invest

It All Starts With A Conversation

Financial Products
Financial Services

Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Investments
Social Security Planning

Retirement Planning
Estate Planning 

Roth IRAs / IRAs / 403(b)s


	SunMonthly-A-01-10-26-P
	SunMonthly-A-02-10-26-P
	SunMonthly-A-03-10-26-P
	SunMonthly-A-04-10-26-P
	SunMonthly-A-05-10-26-P
	SunMonthly-A-06-10-26-P
	SunMonthly-A-07-10-26-P
	SunMonthly-A-08-10-26-P
	SunMonthly-A-09-10-26-P
	SunMonthly-A-10-10-26-P
	SunMonthly-A-11-10-26-P
	SunMonthly-A-12-10-26-P
	SunMonthly-A-13-10-26-P
	SunMonthly-A-14-10-26-P
	SunMonthly-A-15-10-26-P
	SunMonthly-A-16-10-26-P

