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It’s time to celebrate America 250! and the time capsule

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

This year is the 
250th anniversary 
of the founding of 
the United States of 
America.
In addition to the 

usual Fourth of July 
fireworks and festivi-
ties at Sopchoppy and 

St. Marks, there’s go-
ing to be something a 
little different on the 
courthouse grounds 
a couple of days be-
fore that: digging up 
a time capsule bur-
ied in 1976 for the 
Bicentennial.
And then burying 

a new time capsule 
to be opened in 50 
years, in 2076.
Thanks to Clerk 

of Court Greg James 
for chairing this com-
mittee and bringing 
together people inter-
ested in it.
I looked up stories 

on the time capsule 
from the bounds vol-
umes of the news-
paper from 1976 
and found a story 

from November 1976 
where the main is-
sue before county 
commissioners was 
where to bury the 
time capsule. The 
site selected was the 
flower bed in front of 
the courthouse.
(“It was one of 

the shortest and 
least controversial 
meetings in recent 
months,” the article 
said.)
A month later, a 

story in the Dec. 23, 
1976 issue, noted 
that the time capsule 
was originally going 
to be buried for 100 
years, but that was 
reduced to 50 years 
– and a second time 
capsule was added.

Some of the items 
placed in the cap-
sules range from a 
J.C. Penny’s catalog 
to a savings passbook 
from Wakulla State 
Bank in which then-
bank vice president 
Walter Dodson noted 
the account had been 
created with $100 in 
it. 
There was a $2 

bill, a brochure from 
the Panacea Blue 
Crab Festival and a 
Bicentennial necktie, 
brochures of Wakulla 
County and Wakulla 
Springs, a copy of the 
historical publication 
Magnolia Monthly, 
and a Wakulla War 
Eagle button. Plus 
various business 

cards and menus 
from local restau-
rants.
What survived? 

What condition is 
this stash of stuff in? 
We’ll find out on July  
2 on the courthouse 
grounds at 5:30 p.m.
The only surviv-

ing person at that 
ceremony from 50 
years ago is retired 
Sheriff David Harvey, 
who was sheriff-elect 
at the time and just 
26 years old. He is 
scheduled to be at the 
capsule-opening cer-
emony, as are mem-
bers of the Wakulla 
High School Class of 
1976 and the Class 
of 2026.
Local civic groups 

have been asked to 
submit items for the 
time capsule that’s 
being buried that 
day, to be exhumed 
in 50 years, in 2076.
The Wakulla Sun is 

proud to participate 
in this historic event 
and a copy of this 
section will be buried 
in the time capsule 
for a future genera-
tion to get in to. And 
we appreciate those 
who are in this sec-
tion with their mes-
sages to the future.
July 2 promises to 

be a dramatic day. 

William Snowden 
is the editor and pub-
lisher of The Wakulla 
Sun.

Welcome to The Wakulla Sun of 2026
We started Th e Wakulla Sun in February 2022 as a weekly newspaper. A few 

months later we added Th e Wakulla Sun Neighbor, a monthly tabloid that is de-
livered to every address in the county and includes Alligator Point and St. Tere-
sa. We went online with our website, thewakullasun.com. And we subsequently 
started the Gulf Coast Breeze, a glossy magazine, as a visitors guide to our area. 

We reported the local news, features and sports, provided advertising and 
marketing services to local business, and delivered it to the community.

For our magazine, the Gulf Coast Breeze, we took the name of an old Wakulla 
newspaper founded in 1897 by R. Don McLeod Jr., who was only 14 years old 
when he started the Gulf Coast Breeze.

We are hopeful that some version of Th e Wakulla Sun continues into the fu-
ture and that, 50 years from now, it’s still being published in some form and the 
community still relies on it for information.

– Editor and staff  of Th e Wakulla Sun

Production Manager/IT
Eric Stanton

estanton@thewakullasun.com

Circulation 
Krystal Sheppard

circulation@thewakullasun.com

Sales & Marketing 
Lynda Kinsey

lkinsey@thewakullasun.com

Correspondent 
Linda Ann 
McDonald

Photographer
Gerald
Brown

Distribution
Jessi 

Smith
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David Miller and his wife 
Dolores Miller
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September 9, 1776, may not be the fi rst date Americans think
of when pondering their nation’s history, but it’s a signifi cant 
day nonetheless. According to the National Constitution Center, 
on September 9, 1776, the Second Continental Congress adopted 
a new name for a collective of colonies that had been referred 
to as the “United Colonies.” The name chosen on that day in 
late summer 1776, the United States of America, has endured. 
While the opening sentence of the Declaration of Independence, 
which was issued on July 4, 1776, refers to the “thirteen united 
States of America,” it was a little more than two months later 
when the Congress passed a series of resolutions, including
one in which it replaced “United Colonies” with “United States” 
as the fl edgling nation’s new name.

A nation gets a name
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I am Linda Ann Marti-
McDonald, and since 2005, I 
have worked for � e Wakul-
la Sun Newspaper.

My mother, Marilyn 
Marti, who is 89 years old, 
recently moved to Wakulla 
County with me from Kis-
simmee, Florida because her 
husband of 67 years - my 
father - Joseph Ivan Marti, 
passed away, God bless his 
soul.

Today, it seems some 
media is going digital these 
days, and we hope the print-
ed newspaper will still be 
available 50 years from now 
because it is special and we 
would like to share why. 

Currently, a lot of folks 
feel the printed newspaper is 
still the number one choice 
to catch up on any news.

A printed newspaper is a 
mainstay to a weekly morn-
ing ritual which includes 
a hot cup of co� ee, a new 
weekly edition of the news-
paper, and a cat trying its 
best to nudge your co� ee 
cup and rattling your news-
paper, in e� ort to steal your 
attention. � is is a warm 
feeling that makes every day 

special, and something to 
look forward to every morn-
ing. You cannot get this type 
of morning enjoyment any-
where else. It is much bet-
ter to read the newspaper in 
your hands like a book ver-
sus the computer. 

� e Wakulla Sun shares 
the community’s wins by 
highlighting positive news 
and community events, as 

well as the community’s 
losses, by sharing obituaries. 
� e newspaper is the glue of 
the Wakulla community.

When an appliance 
breaks, if you are looking for 
a job, looking for services of-
fered by local businesses, the 
local newspaper is the � rst 
place everyone looks. Hav-
ing a printed newspaper on 
hand is a reliable source for 
information, that is counted 
on in every household.

 Readers feel a personal 
touch when they can recog-
nize photos and names in 
the paper of their neighbors, 
schoolteachers, church fam-
ilies and community leaders. 

� e Wakulla Sun news-
paper brings our community 
together by sharing informa-
tion. 

� ere is also a purpose 
for printed newspapers af-
ter the fact. When the news 
is old, and the new edition 
of the paper is printed, the 
older copy is recycled, used 
for � sh fries as grease liners, 
used to wrap up and protect 

dishes and glassware from 
chipping and breaking when 
moving, any many other re-
purposing projects. 

In conclusion, the print-
ed newspaper is a household 
� xture now and has been for 
many, many years, and we 

hope in 50 years from now 
you will be enjoying and 
looking forward to the new 
weekly and monthly editions 
� e Wakulla Sun Newspaper 
and � e Wakulla Neighbor, 
as we do today. 

– Linda Ann McDonald

Hello from 50 years in the past

Lisa Craze and Staff

Wakulla County Tax 
Collector’s Office

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector
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The most common method 
your doctor will recommend to 
treat your chronic pain and/or 
nerve issues is with prescrip-
tion drugs that may temporarily 
reduce your symptoms. These 
drugs have names such as Ga-
bapentin, Lyrica, Cymbalta, and 
Neurontin, and are primarily 
antidepressant or anti-seizure 
drugs. These drugs may cause 
you to feel uncomfortable and 
have a variety of harmful side 
effects. 

Chronic pain and/or other 
nerve issues is a result of dam-
age to the nerves often causing 
weakness, pain, numbness, tin-
gling, and the most debilitating 
balance problems. This dam-
age is commonly caused by a 
lack of blood flow to the nerves 
in the hands and feet which 
causes the nerves to begin to 
degenerate due to lack of nutri-
ent flow.

In order to effectively treat 
your neuropathy three factors 
must be determined. 

1) What is the underlying cause? 

2) How much nerve damage 
has been sustained. NOTE: 
Once you have sustained 
95% nerve loss, there is like-
ly nothing that we can do for 
you. 

3) How much treatment will your 
condition require? The treat-
ment that is provided at Dr. 
Ferrin’s clinic has three main 
goals. 

1) Increase blood flow 

2) Reduce swelling 

3) Stimulate and increase small 
fiber nerves 

4) Decrease brain-based pain 

The treatment to increase 
blood flow, stimulate small 
nerve fibers and get you back to 

health is Dr. Ferrin’s clinic. 

The vaso-pheumatic electric 
cell signaling system delivers 
energy to the affected area of 
your body at varying wave-
lengths, including both low fre-
quency and middle-frequency 
signals. It also uses amplitude 
modulated (AM) and frequen-
cy modulated (FM) signaling. 
During a treatment session, the 

system automatically changes 
to simultaneously deliver AM 
and FM electric cell signal en-
ergy. 

AND THE GREAT NEWS IS 
THAT THIS CARE IS VERY AF-
FORDABLE! 

The amount of treatment 
needed to allow the nerves to 
fully recover varies from person 
to person and can only be de-
termined after a detailed neuro-
logical and vascular evaluation. 

As long as you have not sus-
tained at least 95% nerve dam-
age there is hope! 

Dr. Ferrin’s clinic will do a 
chronic pain and nerve severity 
examination to determine the 
extent of the nerve damage as 
a public service to you and/or 
your family and friends. 

This nerve pain severity exam-
ination will consist of a detailed 

sensory evaluation and a de-
tailed analysis of the findings of 
your neuropathy. 

Dr. Ferrin’s clinic will be offer-
ing this chronic pain and nerve 
severity examination from now 
until July 9, 2026. Call 850-745-
6095 to make an appointment 
to determine if your chronic 
pain and nerve issues can be 
successfully treated. 

Due to our very busy office 
schedule, we are limiting this 
offer to the first 25 callers. Nor-
mally this initial evaluation can 
be very expensive, but the first 
25 callers will receive their ex-
amination for only $27. YOU DO 
NOT HAVE TO SUFFER ANOTH-
ER MINUTE, CALL 850-745-
6095 ... NOW! 

We are extremely busy and, if 
your call goes to our voice mail, 
please leave a message and we 
will get back to you.

“I came in for my foot and its improved to 
a 3 out of 5.

I recommend Dr. Ferrin’s clinic.”
-Joseph L. Scheppers, Westphalia, MO

“I came in for severe pain and noticed 
instant improvement!

I rate my improvement 4 out of 5 and love 
the ‘old Waylan’ they play in the morn-

ing!”
- Charlie Koelling, Hermann, MO

“I came in for help walking on my leg. 
Now I rate my improvement at Dr. Ferrin’s 

clinic a 4 out of 5!”
- Linda Juno, Eldon, MO

“My numbness was improved 4 out of 5 
stars,

I immediately noticed improvement and 
Rate Dr. Ferrin’s clinic ‘the best!”’

-Jacque Sue Meyer, Lohman, MO
“Foot and leg pain is a great deal better! 

4.5 stars out of 5 -
I wish this treatment had been around for 

my Dad!
I recommend Dr. Ferrin’s clinic!”

- Mitch Anderson, Russellville, MO
“My foot feels a lot better!”

- Greg Borgemeyer, Wardsville, MO

“My leg pain improved 5 out of 5 and my 
Plantar Fasciitis improved 4 out of 5! I 

noticed improvement after my first treat-
ment! I recommend Dr. Ferrin’s clinic!”

- Gary Dake, Jefferson City, MO
“The treatments have given me a better 
outlook on my overall health. Thank you 

... Dr. Ferrin’s clinic”
-Jerry Schmitz, Jefferson City, MO

“I immediately started feeling better and 
it lasts all day!”

- Mark Kerstner, Lohman, MO
“The staff are very compassionate, capa-

ble and friendly!”
- Hazel Rea, Russellville, MO

“I came in to relieve pain in my foot and 
shoulder and noticed improvement after 

my third treatment!”
- David Welch, Holts Summit, MO

“I recommend this office; I enjoyed the 
appointments, the

staff were friendly and professional!”
- Bill Wekenborg, Jefferson City, MO

“I’ve had serious issues with my leg 
nerves for years!

Thanks for offering this treatment to us in 
Jefferson City, very much needed!”

- Tonny Hammond, Jefferson City, MO

“I noticed improvement after my first 
treatment! The treatments were success-
ful and did everything I was hoping for. 

Everyone in the office is very professional 
and friendly!”

-Tim Frevert, Jefferson City, MO
“I would refer family and friends - noticed 

improvement after first treatment.”
-Leroy Lenger, Jefferson City

“On a scale of one to five, I rate it a five! 
Maximum improvement.”

- Margaret Poettgen, Freeburg, MO
“I rate Dr. Ferrin’s clinic 5 out of 5!        

The Best!!”
-Jacque Sue Meyer, Lohman, MO

“I noticed improvement right away! Have 
had great service and am looking forward 

to more sessions!”
- Sharon Massman, Jefferson City, MO

“I came in for pain in my legs and feet. 
After very good treatments I’ve improved 

to 3 on a scale of 1-5!”
- Stanley Neuner, Jefferson City, MO
“I rate my improvements 5 out of 5! I’m 

gonna miss you guys- now, my extended 
family!”

- Evelyn Sue Kauffman,                    
Jefferson City, MO

“After a few sessions, I experienced a 
big improvement in my body! I no longer 

experienced leg cramps, my bowel move-
ments became normal without medica-

tions and my sciatic nerve pain was gone 
without taking pain pills!”

Thanks to the expertise of Dr. Ferrin.
- Dr. Eriberto Languido, M.D.

“I noticed improvement after 3-4 treat-
ments - improvement is a 4 on a scale of 
1-5! I would definitely recommend some-

one to Dr. Ferrin’s clinic.”
- William T. Ward, Russellville, MO
“I sought treatment for my neck; I rec-

ommend Dr. Ferrin’s clinic and rate their 
service Excellent.”

- Richard Rackers, Jefferson City, MO

HERE’S WHAT SOME OF OUR PATIENTS HAD TO SAY.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PERIPHERAL NERVE WARNING!

.JMM�$SFFL�1MBDF�t�%S��.BSD�'FSSJO���EPDUPS!ESGFSSJO�DPN�t������$SBXGPSEWJMMF�)XZ�
�$SBXGPSEWJMMF�'-
%JWJOF�)FBMJOH���8FMMOFTT�$FOUFST�t�������������
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about some of the colonies
that formed the U.S.

Fun Facts  
It’s been 250 years since the 13 colonies 
joined to form the United States of America, 
but those 13 territories continue to feature 
prominently throughout the country each 
and every day. That’s because the 13 stripes 
on the American flag represent the 
original 13 colonies.

The American flag serves as a 
visible reminder of the 13 colonies,
and that’s not the only interesting fact about 
the territories that would become the United 
States of America.

There was a constitution that 
predates the United States 
Constitution.
ConnecticutHistory.org notes that the 
Connecticut Colony had a framework 
for government by the mid-seventeenth 
century not unlike the one that would 
be spelled out in the U.S. Constitution. 
The Fundamental Orders of Connecticut 
were adopted in 1639 and are considered 
the first written constitution in America. 
Roger Ludlow of Windsor is believed to 
have drafted the Fundamental Orders, 
which consisted of a preamble and 11 
orders (or laws) and mirrored trading 
company charters common at the time. 
Notably, the Orders did not reference the 
authority of the crown.

A debt sparked the 
founding of Pennsylvania.
After the restoration of the Stuart 
monarchy in 1660, Charles II of England 
took the throne. Money was tight at 
the time, so Sir William Penn, a British 
admiral, funded the rebuilding of the 
Royal Navy out of his own pocket. 
Charles II was petitioned for repayment 
by Sir William’s son, also named William 
Penn, twenty years later. But the younger 
Penn, who had become a Quaker by this 
point, requested land in lieu of funds, 
with a goal toward establishing a place 
where religious tolerance was rule. The 
king granted the younger Penn’s request 
in 1681, and decreed that the territory 
granted to Penn be named after his 
father. Thus, Pennsylvania got its name.

Colonial New 
Jersey was home 
to a notable 
rift in a famous 
family. 
Benjamin Franklin 
was among the 
most renowned and 
recognizable of the 
Founding Fathers of 
the United States, 
and his commitment 
to the ideals of the 
burgeoning nation did 
not waver even when 

the conflict that became the American Revolutionary 
War divided his family. William Franklin was a son 
Benjamin fathered outside his common-law marriage 
to Deborah Read. Though William was raised by his 
father and Read, father and son did not see eye-to-
eye on every issue, including the war. William, in fact, 
served as the thirteenth and final Colonial Governor 
of New Jersey, and remained a steadfast loyalist 
throughout the conflict. The prospects of victory 
were looking dim for loyalists by 1781, and William 
departed for England in 1782, never to return to 
New Jersey or the infant nation it became a part of. 
Curiously, William’s own son from an extra-marital 
relationship, William Temple Franklin, sided with 
his grandfather during the conflict, and even served 
Benjamin Franklin while the latter negotiated a 
pivotal alliance between America and France.

Rent was cheap in New Hampshire 
by the mid-eighteenth century.
The colony of New Hampshire was so sparsely 
populated by the end of the French and Indian War 
in 1762 that Governor Benning Wentworth came 
up with a unique way to entice people to move to 
what’s now known as the Granite State. According 
to History.com, Wentworth recruited settlers by 
offering one-acre lots that required annual rental 
payments of just a single ear of Indian corn payable 
on December 25.
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John Tyler’s visage might not have survived on 
American currency the way images of various figures 
from America’s early history have, but the tenth 
president of the United States did manage to remain 
newsworthy well into the twenty-first century. Tyler, 
who was born in 1790 and served as President of the 
United States from 1841 to 1845, was a father of 15. 
Despite passing away in January 1862, less than a year 
after the start of the American Civil War, Tyler still had 
a living grandson at the start of 2025. Harrison Ruffin 
Tyler, who passed away on May 25, 2025, at the age of 
96, was the last surviving grandchild of President Tyler. 
That means the period from President Tyler’s birth 
in 1790 until the death of his last surviving grandchild 
spanned nearly a quarter of a millennium. 

From the tenth
president to… 
2025?!

John Tyler
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WAKULLA 
HIGH SCHOOL 
IN 2026
Th e original part of 
Wakulla High School, 
built back in 1967 when 
the school was created 
to integrate students in 
the county, is scheduled 
to be demolished over 
the next several years. 
In its place is a planned 
two-story building with 
classrooms fl anked by a 
performing arts cen-
ter on one side and an 
athletic center on the 
other.  (Photo by Gerald 
Brown)

Open an account at 2201 Crawfordville Hwy
or visit us online at midflorida.com.

MIDFLORIDA Credit Union membership and eligibility requirements apply.
Insured by NCUA.

we see you
as members,
not account
numbers.

we see you
as members,
not account
numbers.
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then and   now
Celebrations of the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the 
United States of America will unfold throughout 2026. As millions join in the 
festivities, it can be fun to compare the nation in its infancy to the one that 
has since firmly established itself as a global leader.

*million 2.8״ՀՆՇԿ֥״֭

**million 342״ՁԿՁՄ֥״֭

* The National Archives note that the first 
decennial census of the United States was not 
taken until 1790, so the figure cited for 1780 is 
a widely accepted estimate of the burgeoning 
nation’s population during the opening years of 
the American Revolutionary War.

** This represents the U.S. Census Bureau 
population estimate as of late 2025.

According to the National 
Constitution Center, a series 
of resolutions passed by the Second 
Continental Congress in September 
1776 officially cited the collective 
colonies fighting in the American 
Revolutionary War as the “United 
States.”

13״ՀՆՆՅ֥״֭
50״ՁԿՁՅ֥״֭

Debates regarding income taxes may seem like an ever-present component of 
American life, but colonists did not pay income tax in 1776. Though taxation was 
undeniably a notable issue throughout colonial America, the Tax Foundation notes 
the situation was considerably different in 1776 than it is today, when taxes are a 
highly debated component of American life. In 1776, the British Crown relied on 
tariffs and excise taxes to fund the American colonies, whereas modern Americans 
pay federal and, in most states, state income taxes to finance a range of public 
goods and services.

sq miles 800,000״ՀՆՇՂ֥״֭
just under 3.6 million sq miles״ՁԿՁՅ֥״֭
The Times Atlas of World History indicates 
that the United States had an area of 
approximately 800,000 square miles in 
1783. The country is considerably larger 
today, with a rough land mass of just under 
3.6 million square miles according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau. To put that expansion 
since the nascent days of the nation in 
perspective, today the combined land mass 
of the country’s two largest states eclipses 
the land mass of the entire nation in the 
early 1780s. Alaska (estimated land mass 
571,000 square miles) and Texas (262,000), 
with roughly 833,000 square miles 
between them, are larger than the total 
land mass of the United States in 1783.  

״ĒĠŪƱƹƜǜ֥״ĠŇĹłƱĠĠŪƱł״fôƱĠ״״֭
Horses

 million 298.7״ՁԿՁՄ֥״״֭
registered vehicles

The Center for the Study of 
the Presidency and Congress 
notes that walking was the most 
common and cheapest mode 
of transportation in the late 
eighteenth century. Horses and 
wagons enabled business and 
distance travel, but such modes 
were only available to those who 
could afford it, greatly limiting who 
could get around by any means 
other than their own feet. Getting 
around in the present day is a 
little more accessible, and a recent 
analysis from Hedges & Company 
found there were 298.7 million 
registered vehicles in the U.S. in 
2025.

Population States

Income taxes ֭״ՀՆՆՅ֥״Կح

fôŪę״Ũôƥƥ Transportation
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