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Weather forecast from Wakulla High School
Saturday

Sunrise 7:28 AM
Sunset 6:14 PM

Sunrise 7:28 AM
Sunset 6:13 PM

Sunrise 7:29 AM
Sunset 6:12 PM

Hi: 41º Lo: 21º   2%Hi: 61º Lo: 35º   54%Hi: 59º Lo: 35º   5%
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� e Opry’s house band, Southbound: Reggie Bradley, Lamar Brock, Larry Bullock, Johnny 
Calloway, Wayne Martin, Jay Newsome and Ashton Evans.

Jack Rudloe of Gulf Specimen with Allen Foley, an FWC wildlife biologist, inside a tent with 
tanks set up to treat cold-stunned sea turtles. Below, one of the turtles. 

After 25 years, the Opry will no longer have regular shows 

PM Showers

Friday

Partly CloudyPartly Cloudy

FUNDRAISER FOR FOOD

An Empty Bowls event was held on � ursday at Wakulla 
High School to raise money for Wakulla Giving Hands. Mu-

sic, culinary, and art teachers collaborated with volunteers to 
make soup as well as handmade bowls.  Above, Becky Wha-
ley, Petra Shu� , Dr. Christopher Mrofchak, Ryan Warner, 

Principal Michele Falk, Sherrie Posey, and Emily Strickland.   
At right, handmade bowls . (Photos by Gerald Brown)

Empty Bowls held

Cold-stunned turtles treated at Gulf Specimen

Deputy agrees 
to deferred 
prosecution 

Candidates � le 
for 2026 election

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Wakulla Sheriff’s Deputy Don Newsome entered 
into a deferred prosecution agreement with the state 
on Jan. 23 – meaning the felony charges against 
him will be dropped if he has no new law offenses.
As part of the deal, Newsome must also testify 

against former County Commissioner Mike Kemp, 
whose case is set for trial in March.
Kemp rejected a deferred prosecution agreement  

with the state, electing to go to trial on felony charges 
of criminal use of a public record to harass and 
tampering with a witness. 
Newsome has been suspended as a deputy and 

on administrative leave with pay since the charges 
were filed in August of last year. He is still subject to 
an internal investigation by the sheriff’s office and a 
review of his credentials as a law enforcement officer.
Newsome has been represented by Tallahassee 

attorney Don Pumphrey.
Kemp and Becky Whaley, former administrator 

of the Wakulla CItizens Facebook page, were at-
tempting to out an internet troll known as “Thunder 
Lightening” (sic) by using voter registration records 
and mistakenly named the wrong person.
The troll had posted comments critical of Kemp 

and Whaley on Facebook, and had also made a 
post complaining about a white truck in a parking 
lot nearly hitting his wife. Kemp had Newsome look 
up the case, but instead came up with a different 
case with similar facts. County Commissioner Ralph 
Thomas used WebElect, a site for use by candidates  
to allow them to contact registered voters for political 
activity, such as canvassing and mailers, and gave 
the name to Kemp.
On May 6, Whaley sent a text message to Kemp 

that read: “Tell me Thunder guy’s real name about 
to bust him out.” Kemp sent her the WebElect in-
formation on the person.
Whaley posted on Wakulla Citizens page the 

WebElect prinout of the name, birth date, mailing 
address, voter ID number and party affiliation of the 
person, with a post: “Introducing Thunder Lighten-
ing to you all from public records, registered to vote 
in 2022 according to the records and data shows 
he’s never voted! … Show your face and own your 
truth. You still have time to register to run for office!”
It was not the person behind the Thunder Light-

ening account.
They requested that Whaley take down the post,

Staff Report

Several candidates have filed to run in the 2026 
election, all of them incumbents seeking re-election.
All three school board members whose terms 

expire this year have filed to run:
• Eddie Hand, District 1
• Cale Langston, District 3
• Laura Lawhon, District 5.
County Commissioner for District 2 Fred Nichols 

has filed to run for re-election. 
Quincee Messersmith, county commissioner for 

District 4, has yet to file.
None of the incumbents has yet to draw an 

opponent.
Other local elected positions up this year include 

two seats on the Wakulla Soil & Water Conserva-
tion District.
Since Congressman Neal Dunn, R-Panama City, 

has indicated he will not seeek re-election, several  
candidates have filed to run for that seat.
On the Democratic side,Yen Bailey, Amanda 

Green, and Nicholas Zateslo are running in the 
Democratic primary for U.S. House Florida Dis-
trict 2.
Republicans Keith Gross, George Hensarling, 

Nicholas Lewis, and Evan Power are running in the 
Republican primary which will be held in August.
Back in October, Chad Smith filed to run in the 

2028 election for Wakulla County Commissioner 
District 3, the seat currently held by Valerie Rus-
sell.

Story By
LINDA ANN McDONALD

Photos by
GERALD BROWN

The Sopchoppy Opry 
performed its last sched-
uled performance to a 
huge audience in the 
Historic Sopchoppy High 
School Auditorium, on 
Saturday, January 30th, 
proving it will always 
be “The little Opry that 
could.” 
After almost 26 years 

and over 300 shows lat-
er, the Sopchoppy Opry 
is no longer maintaining 
its last Saturday of the 
month scheduled perfor-
mances. 

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Dozens of people were 
set up on Thursday to 
receive the incoming sea 
turtles – 25  had been 
cold-stunned by the 
icy temperatures and 
picked up from St. Jo-
seph Bay in Gulf Coun-
ty and brought to Gulf 
Specimen Marine Lab in 
Panacea for treatment.
The animals were 

sorted between those 
with fibropapillomatosis, 
a disease that causes 
cauliflower-like tumors, 
and those were taken to 
quarantine tanks.
Others were in tanks 

around the Gulf Spec-
imen campus, includ-
ing in a tent labeled 
“Sea Turtle M*A*S*H,” 
which wildlife biologist 
Allen Foley said with a 
chuckle that it stands 
for “Mobile Aquatic Sea 
Turtle Hospital.”
A couple dozen tanks 

were set up to treat cold 
stunned sea turtles, 
which are treated by 
staying in water with a 

temperature of at least 
60 degrees for a couple 
of days to recover.
The marine lab al-

ready had about 20 tur-
tles being treated when 
the additional turtles 
were brought in. 
On Friday, some of 

the earlier treated tur-
tles were being released 
in open water.

Sopchoppy Opry ends its run

Deputy Don Newsome was charged 
with supplying information to then-

commissioner Mike Kemp 
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850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned and Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304

CELEBRATING  
 37 YEARS!

Monday-Friday 8-6:30
Saturday 8-5

850-926-4677
Our current store address is 
28 McCallister Road
www.mikesfeedstore.com

MIKE’S
 FEED STORE

Congratulations on Your Success! 
The Mike’s Feed Store family is 
proud of  you & knows that you 
will do great things!
Proud Sponsor of  Student of  the Week…

God 
Bless America

  
  

Emily Zak – 11th grader at Wakulla High School

Students perform at All-District

Student of the Week

Some Wakulla band mem-
bers were in Tallahassee 
over the weekend for the 
All-District performance 
at Chiles, conducted by 
Dr. Rodney Dorsey. (Pho-
to by Perry Dissmore)

Principal: Michele Falk
Achievements/Reason for Nomination: � is week, we are thrilled to 
shine a spotlight on an exceptional student who consistently demonstrates 
dedication and a strong commitment to her school community. Our 
Student of the Week is Emily Zak, a remarkable individual who embodies 
the spirit of excellence. Emily has achieved an impressive weighted GPA 
of 4.35, a testament to her hard work, intellectual curiosity, and consistent 
academic performance across her subjects. Her commitment to learning is 
evident in her outstanding grades and her proactive approach to her stud-
ies. Emily is a valued and dedicated member of the National Honor Soci-
ety (NHS), where she exempli� es the pillars of scholarship, service, leader-
ship, and character. Her involvement in NHS showcases her commitment 
to both academic rigor and community engagement. Emily’s talents 
extend to the arts, as she is also a proud member of the school Band. Her 
participation in Band highlights her discipline, teamwork, and passion for 
music, enriching our school’s cultural landscape. Emily’s positive attitude, 
willingness to support her peers, and her balanced involvement in both 
academics and extracurriculars make her an inspiring role model. 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK FEATURES A DIFFERENT SCHOOL EACH WEEK. 

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

Florida Wild 
Mammal 
Association

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327 

FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper 
towels

• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & 

nuts

• Pedigree 
wet & dry 
dog food

• Friskies wet 
& dry cat 
food

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

AMERICA IS 
TURNING 250 

NEXT YEAR  
America is turning 250 next year, and the state of Florida is 

giving residents a chance to commemorate the occasion! 
The Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles just announced 

that a new license plate, the America 250 license plate, is now available .
 Executive Director Dave Kerner said. “This commemorative plate re�lects 

our shared pride in America’s history and is a symbol of our state’s 
connection to America’s past.”

Unlike other specialty plates, the America 250 is an alternative to the 
standard plate and carries no additional fees.

$15 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

Fu�  Page . $425Run

Full Bleed (covers entire page!) 
Full Page - Get listed on Map to 

show your location .................$25

1/2 Page .......... $300
1/4 Page .......... $225
2 x 3  ........................$125

Places to see & People to Meet

Fishing 
Charters,
Beaches 
& Rivers

Lynda Kinsey • lkinsey@thewakullasun.com
Phone 850-962-8019

Nature 
Trails & 
Wildlife! 

Lodging & 
Restaurants 

Please call for space availability, 
advertising sizes and for more information.

Call NOW limited space!

Things
       to do!

Glossy Print Edition! 
60# weight paper, 8.25 x 10.5
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Howard Neil Martin

PUBLIC NOTICES: 
For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla Sun provides 

this Public Notice Section for all Public Notices not 
published in the Legal Notice section of the newspaper.

Sopchoppy Opry
From Front Page

“There will still be oc-
casional special perfor-
mances in the future,” 
Opry Manager Jesse 
Quigg said. “We don’t 
have any dates set at this 
time, we’ll see where the 
future takes this.”

Quigg shared the his-
tory of the launch of the 
Opry: “We started this 
on a hot July day with 
95-degree weather with 
100% humidity, with 
lightning that blew out a 
transformer that almost 
canceled our very first 
show. Thanks to the hard 
work and quick thinking 
of all our volunteers, we 
were still able to hold our 
debut show, giving us the 
name, ‘The little Opry that 
could.’ Now, we get to end 
it with extreme cold.”

Volunteer Steve Mid-
dlekauff, emcee of the 
Opry/raffle announcer, 
along with Andrew and 
Amanda Addington of 
Giddeon 300 Security and 
Protection said, “This is 

heartbreaking, it’s like a 
family reunion here.” The 
Addington couple volun-
teered security services 
for the Opry. 

Speaking of security, 
Quigg said, “Although 
there was never any trou-
ble at the Opry, I wanted 
our guests to feel safe and 
be able to have a good 
time while visiting us.”

When asked about the 
decision to end sched-
uled performances, Quigg 
said, “I’m 80 years old 
and Callie (Quigg) is 84. 
Brother Steve Ingram (a 
long-time volunteer) is 
75. We are tired. It’s time 
for us to step back, catch 
our breath and maybe do 
some special shows in the 
future. We’ve got to stop 
and rest.” 

Callie Quigg said, “I 
have mixed emotions, I 
plan on staying busy and 
I have two great-grand-
children who live in the 
house next to us. There 
has been a lot of mem-
oires made here; we could 
not have done any of this 

without the help of our 
volunteers.”

The Opry had a long list 
of season ticket holders 
who hardly ever missed 
a show.

“My mother was 97 
years old and had the 
start of Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. She could not re-
member much, but she 
could sure remember she 
had to attend the Opry 
the last Saturday of the 
month,” said Georgianne 
Meets about her mother, 
Gladys Thrift. 

“We are friends with a 
retired judge from Min-
nesota. When they found 
it was the last show, they 
came down from Minne-
sota early just to see this 

show,” said Meets.
Dianne Anderson, 

daughter of season ticket 
holder Vergie Anderson 
said her mother never 
missed a show if it all 
possible. “She sat in the 
second row in her seat 
and looked forward to 
the performances every 
month.”

“I guess you won’t 
need me anymore.” said 
Jim Chidester to Quigg. 
Chidester is a volunteer 
for the Opry with the 
responsibility of distrib-
uting promotional posters 
as far as Carrabelle. “My 
mother came to enjoy 
the shows, my aunt and 
uncle did too. You let me 
know when you get spe-

cial promotion posters 
and I’ll be here.” 

“I want to thank the 
Southbound Band for all 
their dedication and hard 
work,” said Jesse Quigg. 
“Reggie Bradley has been 
with us 20 plus years, 
Lamar Brock, Johnny 
Callaway, Wayne Mar-
tin, all were with us 20 
plus years, Jay Newsome, 
guest musician, many, 
many years, Larry Bull-
ock from Georgia, he has 
been with us many years. 
I want to thank them.”

Quigg mentioned, “I 
want to say thank you 
to our sound man, Mike 
Sherlock, from St. George 
Island. He really knows 
sound and equipment.” 

“It’s been a real project 
of volunteers that has 
lasted as long as this. We 
raised a lot of money, and 
we are still working hard 
to finish off the Vause 
wing of the building. I 
want to see it all complet-
ed before I pass away,” 
said Quigg, laughing.

“It’s been a good run 
for us and I’ll be happy 
to share what I know if 
anyone wants to take 
and run with this; I have 
stories and pictures from 
the beginning.”

The Sopchoppy Opry is 
an activity of the Wakul-
la County School Board 
and the Sopchoppy High 
School Restoration Fund.

WAKULLA COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD
PRE-QUALIFICATION NOTICE

January 22, 29, February 5, 2026

The School Board of Wakulla County is requesting 
Proposals for Pre-Qualifying for Construction Services for 
Wakulla County School Board projects for the 2026 year.

Pre-Qualification packets are available at the School Board 
Office.

WAKULLA COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD/FACILITIES OFFICE
126 High Drive

Crawfordville, Florida 32327
Telephone Number: 850-926-0065

Interested parties may pick up packets between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Completed packets and a Public Entity Crime Statement 
must be returned to the office of Richard Myhre, 

Superintendent, Wakulla County School Board, 69 Arran 
Road, Crawfordville, Florida 32327.  Attention: Michael 

Barwick by 2:00 p.m. February 20, 2026.
There will be a Pre-Qualification Meeting at 2:00 p.m. 

February 5, 2026 in the Wakulla County School Boardroom.

EVENT: School Board Meeting
DATE: Tuesday, February 17, 2026
TIME: 5:45 pm
PLACE: School Board Room, 69 Arran   
 Road, Crawfordville, Florida
PURPOSE: Monthly School Board Meeting

February 5, 2026

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF WAKULLA 
COUNTY ANNOUNCES THE FOLLOWING:

For further information please contact:
Superintendent’s Office
Wakulla County Schools

Post Office Box 100, 69 Arran Rd
Crawfordville, Florida 32326

850-926-0065

The Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners 
proposes to consider the following application and/or 
adopt the following by ordinance and has scheduled a 
Public Hearing before the Wakulla County Board of 
County Commissioners on Tuesday, February 17, 
2026, beginning at 6:00 PM, or as soon thereafter as 
the matter can be heard.  All public hearings will be held 
at the County Commission Chambers located west of 
the County Courthouse at 29 Arran Road, Crawfordville, 
Florida 32327.  Interested parties are invited to attend 
and present testimony.

AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE BOARD 
OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS 
OF WAKULLA 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
A M E N D I N G , 
REVISING, AND 
R E P L A C I N G 
I D E N T I F I E D 
PORTIONS OF THE 
FUTURE LAND USE 
MAP AS ADOPTED 
BY ORDINANCE 
NUMBER 2018-
23, AS ADOPTED 
BY THE BOARD 

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ON JUNE 18, 2018, 
AS AMENDED; PROVIDING SEVERABILITY AND FOR 
FILING; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.      
1. Application for Comprehensive Plan Map 
Amendment: CPM25-04
Applicant: Golden Construction Company, Inc.
Proposal: Adoption of Amendment to Future Land Use 
Designation  
Tax ID Number:                  00-00-091-460-11643-003
Existing FLU Map:              Agriculture (FLUE Policy 1.2.3)
Proposed FLU Map: Rural 1 (FLUE Policy 1.2.4)
Current Zoning:                    Agricultural (Section 5-25, LDC)
FEMA Flood Info:               “X” and “A” zones on Panel 0380E
Parcel size:                             30.42+/- acres
Location: Jack Crum Road, approximately 0.85 miles east of 
Coastal Highway, Lot 3, Gray’s Estate Subdivision
Hearings Required: BOCC: Tuesday, February 17, 
2026 @ 6:00 PM
Copies of applications, draft ordinances, and any related public 
record files may be viewed at the County Planning Department 
located at 11 Bream Fountain Road, Crawfordville, FL 32327, 8 AM to 
4:30 PM M/F; Phone (850) 926-3695.  Any person desiring to appeal 
a decision of a County Board must ensure a verbatim transcript 
or copy is made of the testimony and exhibits presented at said 
hearings.  Persons with a disability needing a special accommodation 
should contact the Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners 
Administration Office at least two (2) days prior to the meeting at 
(850) 926-0919; Hearing and Voice Impaired at 1-800-955-8771; or 
email at ADARequest@mywakulla.com.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
CONCERNING ADOPTION 
of a Large-ScaLe Map 

AMENDMENT TO THE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
FUTURE LAND USE MAP

February 5, 2026

00-00-091-460-11643-003

TW
EEDIES

PLACE

JACK CRUM

ROAD

Site Map ¯

The Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners 
propose to consider the following application and/or 
adopt the following by ordinance and has scheduled a 
Public Hearing before the Wakulla County Board of 
County Commissioners on Tuesday, February 17, 
2026, beginning at 6:00 PM, or as soon thereafter as 
the matter can be heard.  All public hearings will be held 
at the County Commission Chambers located west of 
the County Courthouse at 29 Arran Road, Crawfordville, 
Florida 32327.  Interested parties are invited to attend 
and present testimony.

AN ORDINANCE 
A M E N D I N G 
THE WAKULLA 
COUNTY LAND 
DEVELOPMENT 
C O D E , 
O R D I N A N C E 
NO. 85-4, AS 
A M E N D E D ; 
C H A N G I N G 
THE ZONING 
D I S T R I C T 
CLASSIFICATION 
AND OFFICIAL 
ZONING ATLAS 
FROM R-1 TO CC 
FOR PROPERTY 
D E S C R I B E D 

AS ATTACHED EXHIBIT “A” TO THE ORDINANCE; 
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES, OR PORTIONS 
THEREOF, IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.     
1. Application for Change of Zoning: R25-09
Applicant: Randall C Pelt, as Trustee of Randall Cager Pelt 
Revocable Trust
Agent: Edwin Brown & Associates, Inc./Wade Brown 
Proposal: rezone from single-family residential to cottage 
commercial 
Tax ID Numbers:                  00-00-077-017-10532-001 and  
 00-00-077-017-10530-008
Existing FLU Map:              Urban Fringe (FLUE Policy 1.2.7)
Current Zoning:                    R-1 (Section 5-30, LDC)
Proposed Zoning: CC (Section 5-65, LDC)
FEMA Flood Info:               “X” zone on Panel 0225E
Parcel size:                             1.94+/- acres
Location:  25 Sabal Palm Drive and 33 Sabal Palm Drive
Hearings Required: BOCC: Tuesday, February 17, 
2026 @ 6:00 PM
Copies of applications, draft ordinances, and any related public 
record files may be viewed at the County Planning Department 
located at 11 Bream Fountain Road, Crawfordville, FL 32327, 
8 AM to 4:30 PM M/F; Phone (850) 926-3695.  Any person 
desiring to appeal a decision of a County Board must ensure a 
verbatim transcript or copy is made of the testimony and exhibits 
presented at said hearings.  Persons with a disability needing 
a special accommodation should contact the Wakulla County 
Board of County Commissioners Administration Office at least 
two (2) days prior to the meeting at (850) 926-0919; Hearing and 
Voice Impaired at 1-800-955-8771; or email at ADARequest@
mywakulla.com.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
CONCERNING AN APPLICATION 

FOR CHANGE OF ZONING

February 5, 2026

00-00-077-017-10530-008

00-00-077-017-10532-001
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Sopchoppy man pleads guilty to federal charges of armed 
trafficking of methamphetamine

From U.S. Attorney’s 
Office

Howard Neil Martin, 
46, of Sopchoppy, plead-
ed guilty in federal court 
to three counts: posses-
sion with the intent to 
distribute 50 grams or 
more of methamphet-
amine; carrying a fire-
arm during a drug-traf-
ficking offense; and pos-
session of a firearm by a 
convicted felon. The plea 
was announced by John 
P. Heekin, United States 
Attorney for the North-
ern District of Florida.

U.S. Attorney Heekin 
said: “When President 
Donald J. Trump and 
Attorney General Pam 
Bondi launched Opera-
tion Take Back America 
to deploy the full might 
of the Department of 

Justice toward elimi-
nating the threats to 
our community posed 
by violent felons and 
drug traffickers, this 
was precisely the kind 
of criminal they had in 
mind. I am extreme-
ly proud of this suc-
cessful prosecution that 
will keep a dangerous, 
drug-peddling felon off 
our streets, and we will 
continue to aggressively 
prosecute offenders like 
this defendant until our 
communities are drug-
free and safe.”

“This case highlights 
the ser ious danger 
posed by repeat violent 
offenders who continue 
to traffic drugs and carry 
firearms,” said Wakulla 
County Sheriff Jared F. 
Miller. “Thanks to the 
alert response of our 

deputies and the strong 
partnership with our 
federal law enforcement 
partners, a significant 
amount of drugs and a 
firearm were taken off 
our streets.”

Court documents re-
flect that deputies with 
the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office respond-

ed to a report about a 
burglary in progress at 
a residence. When they 
arrived, the defendant 
was parked in the drive-
way and was engaged 
in a verbal dispute with 
someone watching the 
residence for the home-
owner. Officers could 
see a firearm in plain 
view inside the defen-
dant’s truck and, upon 
running his criminal 
history, learned that 
he was a convicted fel-
on. Officers ultimately 
searched the truck and 
located approximately 
half a pound of crystal 
methamphetamine.

Martin faces up to 
life imprisonment, as 
well as a sentencing 
enhancement because 
he had previously been 
convicted of a serious vi-

olent felony, specifically, 
aggravated battery with 
a deadly weapon.

The case involved a 
joint investigation by 
the Drug Enforcement 
Administration and the 
Wakulla County Sher-
iff’s Office, with assis-
tance from the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms, and Explo-
sives. The case is being 
prosecuted by Assistant 
U.S. Attorney James A. 
McCain.

Sentencing is sched-
uled for April 3  at 10:00 
am at the United States 
Courthouse in Tallahas-
see before Chief United 
States District Judge 
Allen C. Winsor

This case is part of 
Operation Take Back 
America a nationwide 
initiative that marshals 

the full resources of the 
Department of Justice to 
repel the invasion of ille-
gal immigration, achieve 
the total elimination of 
cartels and transnation-
al criminal organizations 
(TCOs), and protect our 
communities from the 
perpetrators of violent 
crime, human and drug 
trafficking.

As part of its PSN 
strategy, the United 
States Attorney’s Office 
is encouraging every-
one to lock their car 
doors, particularly at 
night. Burglaries from 
unlocked automobiles 
are a significant source 
of guns for criminals in 
the Northern District of 
Florida. Please do your 
part and protect your-
self by locking your car 
doors.
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Opinions
LETTERS FROM READERS

Author of letter was proven right

Robert Manning will speak at Historical Society program on Feb. 10

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 
By donating, you help us keep citi-

zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 
Your contributions will equip our 

newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.
That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our com-

munity
• More local content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 
We would very much appreciate your 

contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 
The Florida Press Foundation is 

registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.
We accept donations by card or 

check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.
Send it to Florida Press Foundation 

at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301
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“It’s A New Day!”

Something on your mind?
Email Letters to the Editor to editor@thewakullasun.

com; or mail it � e Wakulla Sun, 12 Arran Road, 
Crawfordville FL 32327; or drop it by the o�  ce on the 

courthouse square.

Editor, The Sun:

At its February 10th monthly meet-
ing, the Wakulla County Historical So-
ciety will host a program highlighting 
the contributions of some of its less-
er-known African-American residents. 
The focus will be on early to mid twen-
tieth century residents from the sev-
eral Wakulla County African-American 
communities.
While their names may not be fa-

miliar and their deeds not chronicled 

in annals of Wakulla County history, 
many of the communities would be 
much different without the leadership 
they exhibited. The common traits 
characteristic to nearly each one was 
minimal education, admirable, work 
ethic, strong sense of family and deep 
and abiding Christian faith. 
Theirs is a proud legacy most often 

evidenced by the outstanding accom-
plishments of their offspring.

The presenter will be Robert Man-
ning, a 1974 graduate of Wakulla 

High, and a community leader who re-
tired after a 47 year career at St Marks 
Powder. 

Manning has presented at prior 
Wakulla Historical programs and is al-
ways enjoyed by the attendees. 
The public is invited and the meet-

ing will be held Feb 10, 6 p.m. at the 
Wakulla County Public Library.

Brent Thurmond
Wakulla Historical Society

Editor, The Sun:

Concerning last week’s letter enti-
tled “Wait for investigation in deaths 
of protesters,” I would like to extend 
my most sincere appreciation to Mr. 
Franco.

Thank you, Robert Franco, you 
have been proven right.

Tim Caldwell
Panacea

Calendar of events for the week of February 5
� ursday, February 5

• Th e Rotary Club of Wakulla Coun-
ty meets at the TSC Wakulla Center at 
8:30 a.m. on Th ursdays. 
• Coastal Optimist Club meets at noon 
at Myra Jean’s on the fi rst and third 
Th ursdays.
• Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class, ev-
ery Th urday, 11:30 a.m. at First Baptist 
Church. Bring a mat. Come early to sign 
in. Chair Yoga participants welcome. $2 
per class.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will 
be held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in 
Crawfordville, every Th ursday. Th ere 
are concessions and raffl  es.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 
p.m. every Th ursday at 54 Ochlockonee 
St.

Friday, February 6
 
• “Falling off  the Edge,” a play by Paul 
Donnelly, will be performed at Pala-
ver Tree Th eater at 8 p.m. Tickets $15 
advance, $20 at the door.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
noon and 8 p.m. every Friday at 54 
Ochlockonee St. 

Saturday, February 7

• St. Marks Chili Cookoff  will be at the 

St. Marks Community Market from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. $25 entry fee; $10 tickets 
for sampling. Email DiscoverStMarks@
gmail.com to register
• Show Me the Proof, artist spotlight at 
Palaver Tree, doors open at 5:30 p.m., 
with show from 6:30 to 10 p.m. Tickets 
are $10 online or $15 at the door.

Sunday, February 8

• Wakulla Giving Hands holds a food 
giveaway every Sunday from 12:30 to 
2:30 p.m. at the facility across from Me-
dart Elementary on Highway 98.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets every 
Sunday at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee 
St.

Monday, February 9

• Planning commission meets at 6 p.m. 
in the commission chambers.
• Sopchoppy City Commission meets 
at city hall at 6:30 p.m.
• VFW Post 4538 and Auxiliary holds 
monthly meetings on the second Mon-
day of the month with fellowship at 6 
p.m., meetings at 7 p.m.
• Crawfordville Woman’s Club monthly 
meeting is the second Monday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. at 64 Ochlockonee 
St., in Crawfordville. Call (850) 566-
5727 for more information.

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 
p.m. for women and 8 p.m. for men 
every Monday at 54 Ochlockonee St.
• Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class, 
every Monday, 11 a.m. Wakulla Com-
munity Center. Bring a mat. Come 
early to sign in. Chair Yoga participants 
welcome. $2 per class.
• Line Dancing Class is held at Wakulla 
Dance Academy every Monday from 
7 to 9 p.m. $5 per person. Wear dance 
shoes or tennis shoes.

Tuesday, February 10

• Wakulla County Historical Society 
will present a program on local Black 
history at the Wakulla County Library 
at 6 p.m.
• Sopchoppy community dinner is held 
every week at the Towles House at 6:30 
p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets every 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee 
St.

Wednesday, February 11

• Wakulla County Garden Club meets 
at the Wakulla County Library from 
noon to 2 p.m. Program will be Fun 
with Flowers with Gina Jogan, an 
award-winning fl ower show judge and 
instructor, on Make and Take Valentine 

design. Cost is $20 for members, $25 
non-members.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and 6:30 p.m. every Wednesday at 54 
Ochlockonee St.

UPCOMING
Saturday, February 14

• VALENTINE’S DAY
• Rotary Valentine Festival begins with 
a parade at 10 a.m. followed by enter-
tainment and vendors in Hudson Park.

Friday, February 20

• Arthur Andrews Memorial Scholar-
ship Gala will be held  at the communi-
ty center beginning at 6:30 p.m. Tickets 
are $50 and will not be available at the 
door.

Saturday, February 21

• African American History Festival 
kicks off  with a parade at 10 a.m. fol-
lowed by entertainment and vendors in 
the park.
• Mardi Gras, a fundraiser for Friends of 
the Wakulla County Public Library, will 
be held at the community center from 6 
to 9 p.m. Th e event features dinner, live 
jazz and a cash bar. Tickets are $60.

On the Horizon

By LINDA OAKS
Library Director

Library News February 5th– February 
11th

Thursday, February 5th
• Tiny Tummy Time 9:30am

• Creative Writing I 10am
• Wakulla County Democratic Party 
5pm
• ALA Unit 114 Executive Committee 
6pm

Friday, February 6th
• Quilting Guild 10am

Saturday, February 7th
• Girl Scouts 9:30am

Sunday, February 8th
• Closed

Monday, February 9th
• American Legion Post 114 PEC 
5:30pm

Tuesday, February 10th
• Book Bunch 10am
• Creative Writing II 10am
• Historical Society Meeting 4pm

Wednesday, February 11th
• Book Babies 10am
• Wakulla County Garden Club 
11:30am
• Mahjong 1pm
• Knitting Group 4pm

Library News
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Wakulla Crossroads
By VERNA BROCK

A theme filling  much of litera-
ture, is the nature of life in a small 
town. Often, small communities are 
portrayed as stifling or backwards. 
Residents are often drawn as carica-
tures of nosy gossips and mean-spir-
ited, jealous harpies. We’ve all seen 
the Hallmark specials, read the nov-
els, and maybe even felt a chord re-

sounding within us now and then.
But I am so grateful to live in 

our small community. Last Thurs-
day night, more than 100 people 
came together to support Wakul-
la 4-H. Volunteers were recognized 
and honored for supporting youth 
and children in our county. Many of 
our elected officials turned out on a 
chilly weeknight to enthusiastically 
cheer our kids on, while family and 

friends celebrated their accomplish-
ments. The enthusiasm was genu-
ine and heartfelt.
One of the best things about living 

in a small community is the warm 
support offered in good times and 
bad. Wakulla County is unfailing in 
its generous support of  its neigh-
bors. Every child is our child. Each 
achievement is honored, every loss 
is grieved. We are blessed with an 
extended family that cares, prays, 
shares and shows up for one anoth-
er. 
Add to these blessings the natural 

beauty that surrounds us every day, 
and it’s no wonder we have to guard 
against pride of place! All of these 
gifts are granted by the grace of 
God, and we must never take them 
for granted. I hope we always offer 
the hand of brotherhood in difficult 
times. 
May we choose to offer grace for 

the grace we’re given, and work to-
gether to welcome the stranger, the 
newcomer, the neighbor we’ve yet to 
meet. 
After all, we grow stronger when 

we stand together. 

Sopchoppy News
By DJ BUTCH

The new year is here! Lots of festi-
vals coming:

• Mudbugs and music in Panacea 
Woolley Park February 21; 

• Beer and Oysters in Panacea 
Woolley Park on March 21; 

• Worm Gruntin’ in Sopchoppy 
April 11th. 

Also The Freedom Jam concert is 
February 14th at the Sopchoppy Au-
ditorium. So many cool events head-
ed our way! 
The weather warmed up a little. It 

was awesome! Comfortable and beau-
tiful! annnnd then it’s freezing cold….
The New Year is here and I’m excit-

ed about what it may bring! 
The Sopchoppy Community Market 

will not be held in January or Febru-
ary. There will be a short winter break 
and then the market will resume in 

March at Depot Park in downtown 
Sopchoppy.
When it returns,  you can once 

again enjoy a wonderful selection 
of homemade and homegrown trea-
sures, support local vendors, and 
gather with friends and neighbors 
at Sopchoppy Depot Park, 33 Rose 
Street.
The Community Market is proudly 

hosted by Discover Sopchoppy, and 
they look forward to welcoming every-
one back this spring.
Loafers Bench closed. They put 

out a message saying it was closing 
temporarily. I already miss the turkey 
and bacon sandwich. 

Sopchoppy BakeHouse has awe-
some quiche and amazing sweets. 
They are getting ready to serve espres-
so coffee and I’m super excited about 
that. 

Sopchoppy Feed Store has all kinds 

of feed. They also carry local honey, 
chickens and other cool stuff like my 
Yella Fly shirts. 
I saw online a new honor system 

bakery has come to town…. check out 
Essentials with Love at 8183 Smith 
Creek Road. Check online for hours 
and menu. It looks really cool!

I noticed the historic Sopchoppy 
gym has a new roof. It looks awe-
some. I just love the historic school 
and property. That is our history and 
part of our local charm. 
I took a walk today and the weath-

er was amazing. It has been really 
cold lately so it was good to feel some 
warmer weather. It was a beautiful 
day In Sopchoppy. I ran into a neigh-
bor and they gave me a locally grown 
orange. It was absolutely delicious. 

My Facebook has been doing really 
well. It’s Corey Benedict on Facebook. 
I enjoy posting nature and our local 
history. It is growing fast.
I really enjoy seeing the undocu-

mented history in the comments. I 

love when people comment personal 
experiences and stories in the com-
ments. We all learn so much. It’s very 
entertaining. 

If you drive in Sopchoppy or 
through Sopchoppy please stop at 
the stop signs. Please drive slow in 
the city. We have children, pets, golf 
carts, bicycles and skateboards cruis-
ing around. Thanks! 

It’s going to be a great year! I’m 
thankful for many blessings. We are 
very blessed. I’m working on a song 
about our beautiful town with a six-
time Grammy nominated producer. 
I’m super excited about this song. 

Sopchoppy is a special place. It 
must be respected and protected. I 
have seen what too much growth can 
do and it’s not pretty. 
I love easy living. I love the small 

town charm. Don’t try to change that. 
If you want something different they 
have that in other areas. We love our 
small town charm. 

The real Sopchoppy!

‘

MARG O’DONNELL
Retired Nurse

“To walk with God 
was No. 1. My father 

stressed faith and  that 
if you walked with 
Jesus, you’ll always 

be in the right place at 
the right time.”  

SHARON MCCLENDON
Retired, 30 yrs. in Tupperware

“Waste not, want not. 
You didn’t waste food, if 
you have leftovers make 
them into plan-overs. We 
were taught to repurpose 

everything. They grew 
up during the Great 

Depression.”

Polled at the Wakulla Senior Center:

KATHY MORGAN
Retired

“My father said if 
you take care of your 
pennies, the dollars 

will take care of 
themselves. We heard 

this over and over 
and over again.”

“I mostly learned by 
example. Smile at the 
world because you get 
back what you give. 
My mom and dad 

were always smiling, 
laughing, and joking.”

BRIAN O’DONNELL
Tour Bus Driver

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

ROBERT O’DONNELL
Retired Pharmacist Assistant

“They taught us a 
lot, but mainly to be 
nice to others and 
never be rude.”

What was good advice that your parents gave to you?

If you are a business and want to be seen...
this is your spot to advertise!!!

Would you like to remind people that you are open for business, 
have you moved, are you offering new products or services? 

This is your spot to advertise!
Contact Lynda Kinsey 850-962-8019 • LKinsey@� eWakullaSun.com

Tree service & 
Stump grinding
850-509-3868

From Front Page

but Whaley initially 
declined. The wrong-
ly named individual 
and his wife were both 
shocked at the name 
being posted – they were 
fairly recent residents of 
Wakulla, having moved 
here only a couple of 
years ago, and were only 
vaguely familiar with 
local politics. The vic-
tim and his family were 
also fearful of poten-
tial repercussions since 
the wife had formerly 
worked at Illinois De-
partment of Corrections 
directly with inmates.
The next day, May 7, 

2024, at 6:38 a.m., the 
victim called the sher-
iff’s office to file a com-
plaint. A deputy arrived 
around 7:30 a.m.

Apparently hearing 
about it, Kemp called 
Newsome around 8:20 
a.m., and Newsome, on 
his day off, went into 
the sheriff’s office man-
agement system and 
accessed information 
about the victim and 
provided it to Kemp.
Around 8:45 a.m., 

Kemp drove by the vic-
tim’s house while the 
deputy was there tak-
ing the report – Kemp’s 
truck was captured on 
the deputy’s body cam-
era. That is the basis 
for the tampering with 
a witness charge, that 
Kemp went by the vic-
tim’s house and intend-
ed to talk with him.
Newsome told inves-

tigators that he believed 
providing police reports 
and other information 

to Kemp was helping 
with the relationship be-
tween the sheriff’s office 
and county commission.
By the end of the in-

terview with detectives, 
Newsome acknowledged 
that he had been ma-
nipulated by Kemp into 
divulging information.
The full 77-page re-

port concludes with “But 
for Deputy Newsome’s 
reckless actions, this 
entire incident would 
never have happened.”
The investigation was 

completed in June 2024, 
but Wakulla Chief Pros-
ecutor Andrew Deneen 
held back charging Kemp 
until after the August 
election because he did 
not want it to appear the 
state attorney’s office was 
attempting to influence 
the election.
Kemp ultimately lost 

his bid for re-election to 
challenger Valerie Rus-
sell.
As part of the deferred 

prosecution agreement, 
Newsome must pay $500, 
report to pre-trial inter-
vention and pay $50 a 
month for supervision.
He also signed an allo-

cution that states:
“I have been charged by 

Information with Offense 
Against Users of Comput-
ers, Computer Systems, 
Computer Networks and 
Electronic Dvice pursu-
ant to 815.06(2)(a) Flor-
ida Statutes.

“On or prior to May 6, 
2024, I was contacted by 
an individaul known to 
me as Mike Kemp. Kemp 
contacted me with the 
intent of obtaining infor-
mation which he knew 
I had access to do (sic) 
to my position with the 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s 
Office. I obtained the 

personal identification 
information for the vic-
tim, C.R., and passed it 
along to Kemp, who was 
not authorized to obtain 
said information.”
Newsome’s signature 

appears under the allo-
cution.
Kemp was a major 

at the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office prior to 
retiring  and running for 
county commissioner, 
and he worked with New-
some for years.
Becky Whaley signed 

a deferred prosecution 
agreement in August 
2025 to resolve her case. 
She was represented by 
Crawfordville attorney 
David Kemp, who is no 
relation to Mike Kemp.

In  October  2025, 
Wakulla Circuit Judge 
Layne Smith recused 
himself from the Kemp 
case after some intem-
perate remarks he made 

from the bench directed 
at attorneys in a civil 
case – asking if he should 
direct the bailiff in the 
courtroom to shoot the 
attorneys and expressing 
his frustration with them. 
One of those attorneys 
was Stephen Webster, 
who is Kemp’s defense 
attorney.

Circuit Judge Ron 
Flury was appointed to 
the Kemp case in No-
vember. 

Judge Flury has been 
the circuit judge assigned 
to Wakulla in the past, 
and served as chief pros-
ecutor in Wakulla before 
he was appointed to the 
bench in 2012. Flury is 
currently assigned to 
Gadsden County, which 
prompted some people 
on social media to post 
that Kemp’s trial would 
be moved there, but that 
is not the case. 

Deputy agrees to deferred prosecution
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By MARJ LAW

Joe and I are at the 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s 
Office (WCSO) range. 
With .44s out and a bit-
ing wind, do you think 
I’m going to shoot?
Heck, no! I’m watching 

Joe shoot. 
Today, he’s shooting a 

Colt Single Action Army 
Revolver. It’s also known 
as the Peacemaker or 
the M1873. Then he will 
shoot the semi-automatic 
M1911. Both guns were 
used in the U.S. Army.
The ownership  o f 

handguns evolves.
Take Joe and me, for 

example.
One Christmas, he 

surprises me by gifting 
me his cherished Charles 
Daly shotgun. What a 
beautiful surprise! 
The wood grain of the 

stock was absolutely gor-
geous. I’m a sucker for 
pretty wood.
Unfortunately, when I 

hold it up to my shoulder, 
my finger can’t reach the 
trigger. 
The Charles Daly is a 

great gun, but it isn’t the 
gun for me.
Next, he thinks a Ru-

ger Mark III would be 
something I’d like and 
can handle.
Yes, it works for me. 

Because it is a .22 caliber 

gun, it has an easy trigger 
pull, practically no recoil, 
and is very accurate.
Then I knew enough 

to find a handgun for 
myself. It turns out to be 
the Kimber Mako with a 
green red dot. 
The Kimber makes for 

a better defensive gun be-
cause it’s a 9mm instead 
of a .22. If it comes to 
personal safety, the Mako 
has much greater take-
down power to neutralize 
the threat. The Mako 
also has an easy trigger, 
little recoil, and is very 
accurate.
So, my evolution in 

guns has gone to a great 
gun I can’t shoot, to an 
easy shooting gun with 
little take-down power, to 
a very accurate gun with 
good take-down power, 
easy trigger, and pretty 
easy recoil. 
The same is true of the 

handguns used in the 
military. They, too have 
evolved tremendously 
over the years.
Imagine, shooting the 

Colt Army 1860 Percus-
sion .44 today as a de-
fensive gun. The bad guy 
would get you even before 
you could begin to try 
to defend yourself. This 
is because loading the 
six-shooter would take 
so long. 
First, you have to half-

cock the hammer to be 
able to turn the cylinder. 
Turn the cylinder to the 
first chamber, pour in 30 
grains of black powder 
into that first chamber. 
Then, place a lead ball 
over the chamber and 
take the loading lever 
that’s under the barrel 
to swage that lead ball 
into the chamber. Put the 
lever back into place.
Now, place a tiny per-

cussion cap onto the nip-
ple above the chamber. 
Recalling that this is a 
six-shooting revolver, you 
have to perform those 
same actions six times.
What a pain! And un-

loading takes a while too. 
Clear every percussion 
cap that might still be on 
the gun. 
Naturally, today we’d 

see all this work as ineffi-
cient. And it was. So then 
the Colt Single Action 
Army, also known as the 
SAA, Model P, Peacemak-
er, or the M1873 replaced 
the percussion revolver. 
With the M1873, you 

didn’t have to worry about 
measuring your powder 
or keeping it dry. Instead, 
half-cock the hammer to 
allow the cylinder to spin. 
Open the loading gate to 
one of the six chambers 
and pop in your .45 Colt 
caliber round.
Once all six chambers 

are loaded, you shoot, 
and then you’ll have to 
open the gate and remove 
each brass casing after 
shooting with the ejection 
rod. Again, this is pretty 
involved, and who wants 
to take all this time to 
load and unload when 
someone else is shooting 
at you?
Naturally, the 1911, 

a l so  known as  the 
M1911, was much less 
cumbersome to load and 
unload.
Instead of six shots, 

you could now have seven 
in the magazine and one 

in the chamber. Sure, 
eight is better than six 
when your life is at stake.
The 1911 is a cartridge 

gun: a sure upgrade from 
the percussion revolver 
or the six-shooting Peace-
maker.
Now, you can load sev-

eral magazines in ad-
vance. Pop a magazine 
into the grip. Pull back 
the slide, aim and shoot. 
Once all eight are dis-
charged, push a button 
to make the magazine fall 
out and push in another. 
Presto! Loading and 

unloading a magazine is 
‘way easier than loading 
and unloading each of 
the 1873’s six chambers.
The 1860 percussion 

gun was followed by the 
1873 Single Action Army 
revolver. The 1873 was 
followed by the 1911, 
which was formally ad-
opted by the Army on 
March 29, 1911. After 
this, in 1913, the U.S. 
Navy and the Marine 
Corps adopted the 1911 
in .45 ACP.
In 1985, the military 

moved to a Model 92 
9mm Barretta. So, the 
1911 lasted as the pre-
ferred military handgun 
from 1911 to 1985, al-
though some 1911s “are 
still in use by some units 
of the U.S. Armed Forc-
es,” according to Wiki-
pedia.
Out of curiosity on this 

frigid Wednesday, Joe is 
shooting both the M1873, 
the .45 Colt (the Peace-

maker), and the M1911 
or the Colt 1911 .45 ACP. 
The .45 Colt is a rimmed 
cartridge and is a longer 
than the .45 Colt ACP, 
which is not a rimmed 
cartridge. The .45 Colt is 
a slightly stronger round.
What’s the difference 

between shooting the gun 
used from about 1873 
and the one used after 
1911?
Both guns are shot 

in single action, which 
means the trigger only 
does the one job of releas-
ing the hammer. 
Joe finds both to have 

easy trigger pulls and 
short trigger pull travel. 
Recoil is about the same. 
The grip on the 1873 is 
short, so the 1911 is more 
comfortable for someone 
with large hands.
Some major differenc-

es in the 1873 are: load-
ing and unloading is very 
cumbersome, it has a 7.5 
inch barrel, is 10.25 inch 
long and it shoots only 
six rounds. When the 
gun is in the half-cocked 
position, it cannot fire.
Sights on both seem 

crude. The 1873’s front 
sight is a high-profile 
blade with a long groove 
in the frame as a rear 
sight.
The 1911 is 8.5 inches 

long with a 5.03 inch bar-
rel. It used to be able to 
shoot seven rounds, but 
with new magazines can 
shoot eight rounds (7+1) 
or more. The 1911 weighs 
39 ounces. The 1911 has 

both a manual and a grip 
safety.
Sights on the 1911 

are also very basic, with 
a low-profile front sight 
and a half-square cut 
out on a fixed rear sight. 
Sights on both guns are 
fixed. Modern sights are 
enhanced with tritium.
On this frigid day at 

the range, Joe shoots 
five rounds from both 
handguns. Four of the 
Peacemaker’s bullets hit 
the 8.5 inch target at 
21 feet. The fifth bullet 
hits the very edge of the 
target.
Three of the 1911’s 

bullets hit the target. 
They are in a tight group-
ing just to the lower left of 
the x-ring. The other two 
bullet holes are probably 
rushed shots as they are 
pretty far from the target.
This was really a terri-

ble day to visit the WCSO 
range. Since conditions 
were pretty awful, hitting 
the target at all is a feat. 
But no wonder these 

guns have been used 
by the military for so 
many years. From the 
1860 Percussion Army, 
to the 1873 .45 Colt cal-
iber Peacemaker, to the 
semi-automatic 1911 
Colt in .45 ACP, hand-
guns have evolved tre-
mendously. 

Marj Law is the former 
director of Keep Wakulla 
County Beautiful who has 
become an avid shooter in 
retirement.

outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

Wakulla 
Lawn Ranger

Gene 
Darby

850-251-9122
Mowing

Edging - Trimming 
Sidewalk/Driveways 

Pressurewashing
Landscaping

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

Evolution of Army Handguns

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Retired Wakulla Springs State 
Park Ranger Bob � ompson, 
on a recent wildlife survey at 
the park, took this photo of a 

White Ibis.
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a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences
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Best fishing days this month
Best fishing day(s) is in the center of date ranges.

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.

Gulf Coast Weekly Almanac
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March 3
Last

Feb. 9
New

Feb. 17

Jan. 29-Feb. 4, 9, 14-20
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Moon rise/setSun rise/set

7:24 AM
6:18 PM

10:17 PM
10:01 AM

7:23 AM
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11:14 PM
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6:20 PM
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11:00 AM
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6:21 PM

1:08 AM
11:35 AM

7:21 AM
6:21 PM

2:05 AM
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7:20 AM
6:22 PM

3:02 AM
12:59 PM

84%

76%

67%

58%

48%

39%

30% Best hunting and fishing based on solunar times: MAJOR feeding periods are 2 hours long, centered on the solunar time. MINOR feeding periods are only 1 hour long, again centered on the solunar time.
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Underwater    WakullaBy Gregg Stanton

A practical comparison.
April 26, 2012

Monday, Travis and I went for a typical dive. We drove 
100 miles to Jackson County to their Meritt’s Mill Pond, to 
a cave called Jackson Blue. There we paid for the privilege 
to dive their cave system, a dive to a depth of 95 feet and a 
penetration of 2,500 feet one-way, or 5,000 feet roundtrip 
taking us 141 minutes, including decompression.
I make these dives on the average of once a week, exercise 
for my good health and mental improvement, not unlike a 
brisk stroll in the park. I dive a Closed Circuit Rebreather 
(CCR), while Travis dives Open Circuit (OC).
Our very different configuration on today’s dive is called 
mixed team diving and is common these days. The oppos-
ing philosophy believes both divers must dive exactly the 
same configuration, and preferably OC.
On our way home this evening we began to compare the 
challenges we each faced with our different technology and 
realized this would make a great topic for this column.
To safely complete this dive, Travis consumed 230 cubic 
feet of breathing gas over the 141 minutes. He breathed 
Nitrox 32 percent to minimize decompression stress and 
100 percent oxygen above 20 feet to reduce decompres-
sion time.
For safety reasons he carried 80 cubic feet of gas as a 
bail-out option, should his primary gases fail, since he 
could not rely upon my rebreather as a reserve supply.
He also used two-thirds of his primary breathing gas 
keeping the rest, or 160 cubic feet, for emergencies. If you 
add this all up he carried 510 cubic feet of breathing gas to 
safely complete this dive. That volume of gas translated into 
seven diving cylinders. Had he consolidated his cylinders 
better, he might have been able to get the number down 
to six or even five cylinders, but not today. Each cylinder 
has a regulator and harness totaling $4,000 for the lot. 
The gas cost $65 but the gas used was about $25 as there 
was ample reserve.
We both wore dry suits to keep warm in the 67-degree 
water, carried very bright lamps rendering the cave spec-
tacularly beautiful, computers for safe decompression and 
reels to help map our exit and carried matching back up 
supplies each costing the same at about $6,000.
I made this same trip breathing from a CCR, recirculating 
the gas, and adding consumed oxygen. I took two 20 cubic 
foot cylinders attached to my CCR, one with 100 percent 
oxygen and one with air (21 percent). I used one-third of 
the oxygen and 1/10th of the air during the 141 minute 
dive. I also carried one 80 cf cylinder of Nitrox 32 percent as 
bail-out and consumed about 10 percent as make-up gas.
I left a 30 cf cylinder of 100 percent oxygen at 20 feet as 
a precaution, which I did not use. My gas taken cost $15. 
I also used one-fifth of my Carbon Dioxide filter (called the 
scrubber) at a cost of $5, so round out my gasses taken at 
$20 for the 141 minute dive. My rebreather cost $8,000 to 
purchase, about twice that of Travis’ OC rig. Both systems 
require about the same investment in yearly maintenance 
assuming Travis, as a reg tech, services his own equipment.
Assuming both rigs last as long, when will our investment 
equal each other? Call me at (850) 545-9198 if you can 
figure it out!
One thing we did agree upon after the dive: I was much 
more relaxed not hauling so many cylinders as Travis. My 
footprint (as they call it) weighed 100 pounds while his 
weighed 225 pounds.
Editor’s Note: This is a repeat of a column from 2012.

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Emory SmithA

U X I L I A RY

U
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.C

OAST GU
A

R
D

Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 

Boating Emergencies
The Rule of 3s & 7s

As we leave the hol-
iday season behind 
us, we wish to use all 
the new gifts others 
have given to us. For 
some this could in-
clude kayaks, canoes, 
or other water related 
items. While water re-
lated activities evoke 
thoughts of excite-
ment, adventure, and 
pure joy, these activi-
ties should also make 
us think of survival 
during emergencies. 
Survival is not just 
about equipment. It is 
about understanding 
our situation. When 
the situation around 
you is descending into 
chaos, there is a for-
mula that could help 
save you from poor 
decision making. It is 
the Rule of 3s and 7s.
The military has the 

motto that you do as 
you are trained. They 
consider this muscle 
memory. In a true 
emergency, you will 
not suddenly become 
a survival guru. More 
than likely you will 
fall back to your train-
ing and the things you 
have practiced. This is 
where the Rule of 3s 

and 7s can provide a 
framework on how to 
prioritize steps and 
when to act on these 
steps.
The Rule of 3s can 

be considered a time-
line for decision mak-
ing in an emergency:
3 minutes without 

air,
3 hours without 

shelter in harsh con-
ditions,
3 days without wa-

ter,
3 weeks without 

food.

The Rule of 7s adds 
depth to decisions 
made by following the 
Rule of 3s:
7 seconds to make 

a decision,
7 minutes to secure 

safety,
7 hours to establish 

shelter,

7 days to build sta-
bility.

Use these rules to 
help stay calm and 
focused during an 
emergency. Use these 
rules to determine 
the type of survival 
gear you may need to 
bring on your next ad-
venture. These rules 
matter because they 
are a framework of 
what the body needs 
to survive. 
The essence of sur-

vival is staying calm, 
making decisions and 
responding to events 
as they arrive. There 
is military saying: you 
can survive a good de-
cision, you may sur-
vive a bad decision, 
but indecision is a 
killer.
As Sherrie says 

“Safe Boating is no 

accident.”

If you would like 
to learn more about 
vessel safety checks, 
please contact Steve 
Hults, Staff Officer for 
Vessel Examinations 
at steve.hults@usc-
gaux.net

Please contact us 
for more information 
about our safe boat-
ing classes or learn-
ing more about get-
ting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out 
our website at www.
uscgaux.net follow 
us on FaceBook @ 
Apalachee Bay Flotil-
la 12 or contact our 
Flotilla Commander 
Norma Hill at njhill@
ballstate.bsu.edu.
 
The Coast Guard 

Auxiliary is the uni-
formed civilian volun-
teer component of the 
U.S. Coast Guard and 
supports the Coast 
Guard in nearly all 
mission areas. The 
Auxiliary was created 
by Congress in 1939. 
For more information, 
please visit  www.
cgaux.org.

@TheWakullaSun@TheWakullaSun
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Did you make it to Quitter’s Day?

By SHERYL H. BOLDT
  
So many people aban-

don their New Year’s 
resolutions by the sec-
ond Friday of the year 
that the day has earned 
the nickname “Quitter’s 
Day.”

What about you? 
Did you even make it to 

Quitter’s Day?
I can’t afford another 

year of failed resolu-
tions. Can you?

Each January, we list 
the habits we’re deter-
mined to tackle because 
we genuinely want to 
become better people. 
But after failing to keep 
those resolutions year 
after year, we often en-
ter another new year 
with fading hope. We 
wish real change was 
possible. We pray for a 
miracle that in the new 
year we’ll have fewer rea-
sons to hate ourselves 
because of the choices 
we made.

Our regrets may stem 

from decisions we made 
decades ago – or per-
haps only moments ago. 
Some of those choices 
quietly grew into bad or 
even sinful habits. 

Yet here is the hope 
we often overlook: we 
don’t have to keep mak-
ing the same choices 
over and over again.

If yesterday was dis-
appointing, today can 
be different. With God’s 
help, we can overcome 
destructive and sinful 
patterns.

What if, instead of 
overwhelming ourselves 
with a long list of reso-
lutions, we asked God, 
at the beginning of each 

month, to show us one 
area of our lives that 
is displeasing to Him? 
Just one. Then let’s 
spend the rest of that 
month doing whatever 
it takes (through prayer, 
Scripture meditation, 
accountability, etc.) to 
overcome that behavior. 
And repeat this pro-
cess month after month 
throughout 2026.

To be clear, this isn’t 
about willpower. It’s 
about staying focused 
and trusting God – with 
expectation – to bring 
real change as we seek 
to become more like the 
Christ-follower we sin-
cerely want to be.

Each time I yield to 
God’s grace and choose 
obedience instead of 
defaulting to ingrained 
behavior, my confidence 
grows. I start to believe I 
can change.

As my hope increases, 
my anxiety decreases.

The first step is re-
pentance – turning away 
from wrongful behavior 
and accepting God’s 
mercy for our unwise 
and sinful yesterdays. 
Then we move forward, 
just as the apostle Paul 
described in Philippians 
3:13 (ESV): “Brothers, I 
do not consider that I 
have made it my own. 
But one thing I do: for-

getting what lies behind 
and straining forward to 
what lies ahead.”

With God’s help, let’s 
commit, one month at 
a time, to one area of 
growth. Minute by min-
ute, choice by choice, 
through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, let’s reach 
toward what lies ahead: 
a different way of think-
ing – and a different way 
of living.

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the blog, 
www.TodayCanBeDif-
ferent.net. Connect with 
her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

By JAMES SNYDER

Growing up in Penn-
sylvania, one of my 
yearly attractions was 
Punxsutawney Phil. 
According to the leg-
end, Punxsutawney Phil 
could predict the future. 
If he sees his shadow 
and returns to his hole, 
it means he has pre-
dicted six more weeks 
of winter-like weather. 
If Phil doesn’t see his 
shadow, he has predict-
ed an early spring.

I don’t know who 
came up with this story, 
but it started on Feb. 2, 
1887. It’s hard to believe 
people would get advice 
from some animal. But 
then again, we often 
take advice from poli-
ticians.

The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage 
grew up in northern 
New York. She had no 
experience with Punx-
sutawney Phil, so I filled 
her in on what it was all 
about. When I explained 
to her that Punxsutaw-
ney Phil can predict the 
weather, she looked at 
me with one of “those 
looks,” clearly skeptical 
about the weather-pre-
dicting groundhog.

She  c l ea red  he r 
throat and said, “You 
don’t really believe that 
nonsense, do you?” 
That put me into a pre-
dicament. If I say I did, 
she’s going to think 
that I don’t know what 

I’m talking about. So, I 
just replied by saying, 
“I’m just saying what 
other people are saying. 
I don’t have any clear 
proof.”

I paused and said, 
“According to the statis-
tics, Punxsutawney Phil 
has been right almost 
60% of the time.”

“Well,” she replied 
firmly, “this Punxsutaw-
ney Phil you talk about 
has been right more 
times than you have. Is 
that really true?”

Someone once told 
me, “You can tell when 
a politician is lying by 
their lips moving.” I’m 
not going to comment 
on that, but it might 
have some element of 
truth to it.

Thinking along these 
lines, I wondered how 
nice it would be if the 
politicians did what 
Punxsutawney Phil did. 
They could make a dec-
laration, and then go 
back into their hole. I’m 
not very political, but I 
just can’t understand 
how politicians can do 
what they do. How can 
they say one thing one 
year and in two years 
say something exactly 
the opposite? But they 
never go into a hole.

When Punxsutawney 
Phil sees his shadow, he 
makes a prediction and 
goes back into his hole.

I should learn from 
that. Everything that 
Punxsutawney Phil says 
is based on a shadow. 
I think that’s rather 
interesting. He sees a 
shadow and then makes 
a declaration. I’m not 
quite sure what his 
shadow has to do with 
predicting the future, 
but it’s interesting.

After supper, my wife 
said, “Do you think 
Punxsutawney Phil will 

see his shadow? How 
much are you willing to 
bet on it?”

There’s no way that 
I’m going to bet against 
The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage. Lat-
er, as I thought about 
it, it did seem like an 
interesting proposition. 
Because what if I win? 
That one win would last 
for the rest of my life. 
Imagine beating her on 
some bet.

A l though  i t  was 
tempting, I declined for 
several personal rea-
sons.

While researching 
Punxsutawney Phil, I 
realized how much in-
fluence we give to an-
imals and politicians, 
often trusting what they 
say without question.

In giving this some 
thought, I realized how 
vital honesty is. Without 
it, most people would 
have little to say, and 
that thought makes me 
value sincerity more. As 
a high school student, 
I put a lot of trust in 
him. I assumed that 
what they said about 
Punxsutawney Phil was 
absolutely correct. Why 
would people lie about 
something like this?

I realized how import-

ant lying is for some 
people. If it weren’t 
for lying, most people 
wouldn’t have anything 
at all to say.

I know I have been 
caught up in some lies. 
Some of them are un-
intentional, but there’s 
also a side of lying that 
helps you get out of 
trouble. At least I think 
it will.

I have tried Punxsut-
awney Phil’s strategy on 
The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage. Al-
though he can get away 
with lying, I have yet to 
get away with lying. Ly-
ing to The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage 
opens the door for some 
unfortunate times. She 
does not like lying and 
usually does something 
to the person who is 
lying… Me.

I was reminded of 
what the Apostle Peter 
said along this line.

“For he that wil l 
love life, and see good 
days, let him refrain his 
tongue from evil, and 
his lips that they speak 
no guile: Let him eschew 
evil, and do good; let 
him seek peace, and en-
sue it” (1 Peter 3:10-11).

As a Christian, I have 
a serious responsibility 

to “refrain his tongue 
from evil.” I am the only 
one who can control 
my tongue. If it’s out of 
control, I will suffer tre-
mendously, and I have 
only myself to blame. 

Not only wi l l  my 
tongue create evil for 
me, but also those peo-
ple around me. I must 
be aware of the damage 
I can do to family and 
friends.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, email 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.     

Punxsutawney Phil is no politician, or is he? 
OUT TO PASTOR

SUNDAY SERVICE… 
10:17a.m.

850-926-7808 • 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville
In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630 
or the Church Offi ce at:  

850-745-8359

Offi ce Hours:  Mon./Wed./Fri.  9:00am – 3:30pm 
Pastor:  Rev. Michael Hartley: offi ce@seas.ptdiocese.org  
Deacon David Harris • E-Mail: dcndoc@comcast.net
Masses: Saturday 5:00 pm • Sunday 11:00 am 

 Monday, Thursday and Friday 8:30 am 
 Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 
  Rosary: Mon., Thurs. and Fri. - after 8:30 Mass  
 Wednesday 6:30 pm
 Sunday 9:45 am 
   First Saturday: Mass at 9:00 am
     Confessions:  Every Saturday  9:30am – 10:30am

Saturdays 4:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Or by appointment

Pastor Michael Hartley • Dcn. Dave Harris Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook

Beginning: September 1, 2025

3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327
850 745-8359

New Hours

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub

Certi�ied Life Coach
850-570-8271

Follow Bonnie’s Monthly Advise Column 
BonnieTheLifeCoach.com/ask-bonnie 

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

By CHERYL CRUCE

As our world braces 
for winter storms, I can 
still see myself as a lit-
tle girl, standing at the 
edge of the road, wait-
ing for the school bus, 
tightly buttoned in my 
overcoat, gloved hands 
pressed close to keep 
out the cold.

Why this memory 
surfaces now, I cannot 
say – except for the coat. 
It was a warm shade of 
brown, trimmed with 

a soft, furry collar. In-
side, a fleece lining held 
back the chill. Large 
buttons marched down 
the front, each one dif-
ferent, as if chosen on 
purpose. The fabric it-
self was printed with 
images of multicolored 
buttons, and at the 
sides were extra-large 
pockets – big enough 
to carry all the things 
a child believes are im-
portant.

I can still see my 
mother fastening the 
buttons of my coat, one 
by one, making sure I 
was protected from the 
cold. I did not know 
then how much love 
was being sewn into 
that small, ordinary 
moment. With a kiss on 
the cheek and an “I love 
you,” I was sent into the 
day, big pockets filled 

with a few small neces-
sities.

It was a child’s sim-
ple overcoat, and yet to-
day it is so much more. 
It is a reminder of the 
love that once shielded 
me, and an acknowl-
edgment of the love that 
shields me still – not so 
much from the cold of 
the elements, but from 
the storms of the spirit.

Paul reminds us to 
clothe ourselves with 
compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness, 
and patience (Colos-
sians 3:12–14). He also 
urges us to clothe our-
selves in Christ, letting 
His character guide us 
rather than the impuls-
es of the flesh (Romans 
13:12–14). Like my coat 
many years ago, these 
virtues cover and pro-
tect us, preparing us 

to step into the world  
– ready to give and re-
ceive love, ready to face 
the day, completely cov-
ered and buttoned in 
His love.

Did you know each 
button on our spiritu-
al overcoat fastens us 
to Christ and reflects 
His image in us? Com-
passion buttons us to 
our neighbors, kind-
ness, humility, and 
gentleness to those 
who struggle, while 
patience – a virtue we 
all need – is tucked in 
an extra-large pocket, 
ready for the days when 
the wind blows harder 
than we expect. When 
we fasten each button 
with the Word of God, 
we step into the world 
fully clothed, connected 
to others and reflecting 
Christ in all we do.

However, some days 
the buttons slip, the 
coat loosens, and the 
cold wind sneaks in. 
We become chilly and 
unprepared, but we are 
still clothed by mercy, 
by love, by the One who 
never lets go. It’s OK to 
feel the chill, to stum-
ble, or to lose a button 
or two. As long as we 
remember the way back 
and fasten a new but-
ton, each day becomes 
another chance to step 
bravely into the world, 
giving and receiving the 
blessings God has en-
trusted.

The coat, the but-
tons, the pockets – they 
are more than child-
hood memories. They 
are a picture of the care 
and provision that sur-
rounds us every day, 
often unseen. What 

buttons will you fas-
ten today? Which vir-
tues will you tuck into 
your pockets and car-
ry with intention? As 
we step into the world, 
may we be clothed not 
only for protection, but 
for purpose – to walk in 
Christ’s love, to receive 
His grace, and to offer 
it freely to all we meet. 
In this simple, spiritual 
attire, we find strength, 
warmth, and direction 
for the journey ahead.

Galatians 3:27 – “For 
all of you who were bap-
tized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with 
Christ.”

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

Button up your overcoat
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From the Sheriff’s Office

Ellis Oaks Jr., 59, was arrested on Jan. 23 and 
charged with animal cruelty under Florida Statute § 
828.12 in connection with the death of a dog named 
“Bear.”

The investigation began on Jan. 15 when deputies 
with the Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office and Wakulla 
Animal Services responded to a report of possible 
animal cruelty involving 
Bear, who was owned by 
Oaks, at a residence in 
Wakulla County.

Animal Control Offi-
cers had prior contact 
with Oaks on Jan. 9 
following reports of dog 
fighting. Arrangements 
were later made for Bear 
to be transported for 
updated vaccinations.

However, when offi-
cers returned to retrieve 
the dog, they observed 
that Bear’s condition 
had significantly worsened. The dog was suffering 
from multiple traumatic puncture wounds and lac-
erations to the head and legs, which were actively 
bleeding.

A witness reported that Oaks had been observed 
tying Bear to a pole and beating the dog prior to 
the worsening of the injuries. A veterinarian later 
determined Bear’s injuries were consistent with 
blunt force trauma. On Jan. 14, Bear succumbed 
to his injuries. 

Oaks was taken into custody on Jan. 23 and 
issued a $10,000 bond

Attendees included County Commissioner Quincee Messersmith, Commissioner Josh 
Lawhon and wife Niki, and Sheriff Jared Miller at the Wakulla Springs Lodge.

Members of the Wakulla County Coalition for Youth were Organization of the Year for 
support of 4-H. Karen Zak, second from right, was volunteer of the year. 

PHOTOS BY LYNDA KINSEY

Obituaries
DEATH NOTICES
• Fred Wilkerson Martin Jr., 76, of Crawfordville, died January 30, 2026.
• Ronald Sinclair, 87, of Crawfordville, died January 24, 2026.

Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel,  850-926-5919, www.familyfhc.com.

Sheriff’s Report

Ellis Oaks Jr.

This report is for ac-
tivity Jan. 23rd to 30th. 
There were 1,186 total 
calls for service during 
the week.

FRIday, JAN. 23

• Deputy Jeremi-
ah Post responded to 
Walmart in reference to 
a delayed theft. Approx-
imately $755 worth of 
merchandise was sto-
len.

SATURday, JAN. 24

• A citizen reported 
a burglary of a mobile 
home. The home is va-
cant due to the own-
er passing away. The 
reporting party tak-
ing care of the home  
noticed items moved 
around. Several ciga-
rette butts were dis-
covered and turned in 
for evidence. Case for-
warded to Criminal In-
vestigations Division.

• A citizen reported 
his paycheck did not 
deposit into his ac-
count. He stated his 
check was deposited 
into an unknown bank 
account. He stated he 
needed a report written 
for refund purposes by 
his employer. 

• An unknown sub-
ject passed all points of 
sale at Walmart with-
out purchase. Taken 
was a comforter valued 
at approximately $68. 
Case forwarded to CID.

SUNday, JAN. 25

• A citizen was 
clocked traveling 103 
mph in a 55 mph zone. 
The subject was taken 
into custody and trans-
ported to the jail facil-
ity. 

• Sgt. Heather Will 
conducted a traffic stop 
on a vehicle for no li-
cense plate displayed. 
The driver had an ac-
tive warrant out of Leon 
County. The driver was 
placed under arrest 
and transported to the 
Wakulla County Jail. 
The vehicle was towed 

from the scene by rota-
tion wrecker.

MONday, JAN. 26

• A citizen report-
ed getting harassing 
phone calls from an 
unknown female sub-
ject. She advised that 
she has no idea who 
the female could be and 
she just wanted this in-
cident documented for 
information.

• Deputy Ashton 
Williams responded 
to Elie Carter Lane in 
reference to an animal 
incident. Contact was 
made with the report-
ing party who advised 
her dog was attacked 
by another dog during 
a walk in her neighbor-
hood. As she attempted 
to separate the dogs, 
she was bitten on her 
hands by a gray pit 
bull. Animal Control re-
sponded and took cus-
tody of the pitbull. She 
advised she would have 
her injuries evaluated 
at the hospital. 

TUESday, JAN. 27

• A citizen reported 
an unknown subject 
entering his property in 
a vehicle and spinning 
out causing ruts in his 
yard. He was able to 
provide video footage of 
the incident occurring; 
however, no informa-
tion was able to be ob-
tained from the video. 

• Deputy Jonathan 
Kilbourn conducted a 
traffic stop on a vehicle 
due to excessive speed. 
The driver reportedly 
admitted knowing his 
license was not valid. 
During the investiga-
tion it was discovered 
that he had multiple 
suspensions dating 
back a few years. Due 
to these discoveries, he 
was placed under ar-
rest for Driving While 
License Suspended or 
Revoked (DWLSR) with 
knowledge. He was 
then transported to the 
county jail without fur-
ther incident.

WEDNESday, 
JAN. 28

• Deputy Terry Mar-
shall responded to the 
front lobby and took 
possession of a found 
cell phone. The phone 
was placed in evidence 
for safekeeping.

• Deputy Ian Kil-
bourn and Deputy 
Zachary Godwin re-
sponded to the storage 
buildings behind Myra 
Jeans due to sever-
al storage units being 
burglarized. Once on 
scene, seven units were 
discovered with forced 
entry. Case forwarded 
to CID.

• Deputy Joshua 
Parker responded to 
River Plantation Road 
in reference to a citi-
zen stating money had 
been taken from her 
account without her 
permission. She stat-
ed a check she had 
not written had been 
signed and cashed. The 
value of the check was 
$250.

THURSday, JAN. 29

• Deputy Jeremi-
ah Post responded to 
the ACE Laundromat 
and made contact with 
a citizen who stated 
an unknown suspect 
forced entry inside the 
laundromat office and 
stole a large amount of 
U.S. currency. The sus-
pect was identified. The 
investigation is ongoing 
with CID.

• Deputy Ian Kil-
bourn and Deputy 
Zachary Godwin were 
looking for a burglary 
suspect from a previ-
ous case (mentioned 
above), when the dep-
uties observed a male 
matching the suspect 
description go behind 
a residence upon sight 
of their patrol vehicle. 
Deputies Godwin and 

Kilbourn exited their 
vehicle to investigate 
and located the subject 
hiding behind a fence. 
While detaining him, 
he was asked if he had 
anything on his person, 
which he answered by 
stating he had “Ice.” 
The Ice (2.2 grams) was 
tested and determined 
to be suspected meth-
amphetamine. He was 
placed under arrest. 

• A citizen reported 
her shed and home had 
been burglarized. The 
home in question is 
extremely old and had 
not been lived for years. 
She stated there was 
nothing taken and she 
did not wish to pursue 
charges. 

• A citizen reported 
his vehicle had caught 
fire. It was unsure of 
how the fire started 
and there were no signs 
of foul play. The vehicle 
and all equipment were 
deemed a total loss of 
$30,000. 

FRIday, JAN. 30

• A citizen report-
ed a known subject 
was stealing her work 
clothes. She advised 
the two were involved 
in an altercation earlier 
in the day which result-
ed the end of their re-
lationship. She advised 
she also had to termi-
nate his employment at 
Sonic due to his behav-
ior. After leaving work, 
she headed home and 
discovered him driving 
away with her belong-
ings. She stated the to-
tal amount lost was ap-
proximately $1,313.69.

Report suspicious or 
illegal activity at 850-
745-7100, or call 911 
for emergencies. 

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA, 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
with the Florida Retirement System. 2015-6207 EXP 5/17

RICP®

RETIREMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

4 0   A C R E S
F O R  S A L E
D. E. BILLINGSLEY

L i c .  R e a L  e s tat e  B R o k e R    

850-510-3309
www.debi l l ings ley.com

Man charged with 
animal cruelty

SCHOOL DISTRICT

G E D
OPEN 

ENROLLMENT
Contact Leslie Kelly 850-926-1841

Wakulla Adult Education
https://www.wakullaschooldistrict.org/o/ae

4-H Clover Gala draws a big crowd

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000
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USE THE NEWS
1. “MELANIA” 

DOCUMENTARY

A new documenta-
ry called “Melania,” 
about First Lady Me-
lania Trump, was 
released in theaters 
around the world and 
quickly earned about 
$7 million in ticket 
sales during its first 
weekend. The movie 
follows about 20 days 
of her life leading up 
to President Donald 
Trump’s second inau-
guration, and it was 
shown in 1,778 the-
aters. Even though 
some movie critics did 
not like the film, many 
of the people who 
bought tickets said 
they enjoyed it. A big 
premiere was held at 
the Kennedy Center, 
and many government 
leaders attended. The 
movie is also expect-
ed to be available to 
watch on Prime Vid-
eo after it finishes 
its time in theaters. 
Imagine your school 
is making a short 
documentary about 
something important 
that happens in your 
community, like a big 
event, a problem that 
needs fixing, or a cel-
ebration. Choose one 
topic, and write a few 
sentences explaining 
what your documen-
tary would show over a 
short time period, who 
would be interviewed, 
and what you would 
want viewers to un-
derstand by the end. 
Then write one more 
sentence describing 
what you would do if 
some people said they 
did not like your doc-
umentary, but other 
people said it helped 
them understand the 
topic better.

2. N.A.S.A. MOON 
SHOT

NASA started a 
practice countdown 
to get ready for a ma-
jor moon mission with 
astronauts for the 
first time since 1972. 
The test is import-
ant because it helps 
NASA practice the 
steps needed to fuel 
the giant moon rock-
et and make sure it is 
ready for launch. Four 
astronauts will ride 
in the Orion capsule 
on top of the rock-
et, travel around the 
moon, and then come 
back to Earth with-
out landing. The trip 
is expected to last al-
most 10 days and end 
with a splashdown 
in the Pacific Ocean. 
Cold weather delayed 
the schedule, so Feb. 
8 is the earliest possi-
ble launch date if the 
fueling test goes well. 
Pretend you are part 
of the NASA team that 
has to practice before 

a big launch. Write a 
short paragraph ex-
plaining why practic-
ing is important for a 
mission like this, and 
include at least two 
specific things NASA 
is practicing or check-
ing before the astro-
nauts can fly.

3. KNITTING IN 
PROTEST

In Minnesota, a 
group of people who 
like knitting and cro-
cheting began making 
red hats as a way to 
protest Immigration 
and Customs Enforce-
ment, also called ICE. 
The hats are called 
“Melt the ICE” caps, 
and the pattern to 
make them has been 
ordered many thou-
sands of times since 
mid-January. People 
wore the hats during 
a large march in Min-
neapolis, and some 
craft stores even ran 

low on red yarn be-
cause so many people 
wanted to make them. 
The shop that creat-
ed the pattern said it 
is giving the money it 
earns to groups that 
help immigrant com-
munities. Some peo-
ple argued that mak-
ing hats is not enough 
to help, but others 
said the hats can keep 
people warm and help 
them feel supported. 
Think about a time 
when you wanted to 
help with a problem 
but you were not sure 
what you could do. 
Write a short para-
graph describing one 
peaceful way kids can 
show they care about 
something, such as 
using art, writing, mu-
sic, or a helpful school 
project. Then write a 
few sentences explain-
ing how a handmade 
object, like a hat, 
a card, or a poster, 
could make someone 

feel less alone during 
a hard time.

4. ICY IGUANAS

A powerful winter 
storm brought very 
cold temperatures and 
heavy snow across a 
large part of the Unit-
ed States, from the 
Gulf Coast to New En-
gland. In North Caro-
lina, some places got 
more than a foot of 
snow, and there were 
many car crashes 
and flight cancella-
tions, especially near 
Charlotte. In south 
Florida, it got so cold 
that iguanas were fall-
ing out of the trees! 
(This happens when 
they get so cold, they 
become temporarily 
paralyzed until their 
bodies warm back 
up.) In some states, 
many people were 
still without electric-
ity from an earlier ice 
storm, and warming 
centers were opened 
to help families stay 
safe. Imagine you are 

in charge of giving a 
short safety message 
to families before a big 
winter storm. Write a 
paragraph explaining 
three ways people can 
prepare for dangerous 
cold, snow, or pow-
er outages, and make 
sure you explain why 
each step helps. In-
clude a detail from the 
story that teaches you 
about how weather 
can affect, humans, 
animals, and/or 
plants.

5. OFF-COURSE 
ALBATROSS

Scientists on a re-
search ship off the 
coast of central Cal-
ifornia saw a waved 
albatross, a rare bird 
that usually lives near 
the Galápagos Islands, 
about 3,000 miles 
away. This was only 
the second recorded 
time the bird has been 
seen north of Central 
America. The alba-
tross has a yellow bill, 
dark eyes, and a huge 

wingspan, and it can 
spend a lot of its life 
flying over the ocean. 
Scientists are not sure 
why it traveled so far, 
but they think it could 
have been pushed 
by storms or wan-
dered while searching 
for food. The bird is 
considered critical-
ly endangered, which 
makes the sighting 
even more unusual 
and important. Pre-
tend you are a scien-
tist who is trying to 
solve the mystery of 
why this bird flew so 
far from home. Write 
a short paragraph 
naming two or three 
possible reasons the 
albatross might have 
traveled north, and 
explain how each 
reason could make 
sense. Then write two 
sentences describ-
ing one question you 
would want to investi-
gate next, and explain 
what kind of clue or 
information could 
help you answer it.
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Storage

S T O R A G E
AB C

519-5128 • 508-5177 - 3743 Crawfordville Hwy 
2 MILES SOUTH OF THE COURTHOUSE

Mini-Warehouses - Boats - RV’s 

NOTICE to creditors

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562 

www.allcornleather.com
John Allcorn Leather
Bags, Belts, Holsters

Some work on Shoes and tack
Also – Custom Products

SERVICESSERVICES

Susan 
Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
SchatzmanSusan@gmail.com

734 Shadeville Road
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

®

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

TREE TRIMMING 
and REMOVAL

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY SERVICES

• Storm Damage 
• Tree Preservation 
Michael Mongeon

ISA Certified  Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment 

Qualified 850-421-8104

Tree trimming

Carol Ann 
Williams

Email or Text Me 
CarolAnn@LarsonPark.com

LarsonPark.com Broker Associate,-
Realtor  

850-566-9293 • Local In-Person Service

arson Park Realty
Commercial & Residential

Listing Properties for 
Sale or Manage!

Member of Chamber of 
Commerce and the 

Better Business Bureau

• Quality Residential and Commercial 
Repainting

• Pressure Washing

• Lift Available In House

• Wood Rot Repairs

• Deck Restoration

• Cabinet Painting

Locally Owned 
& Operated 

Serving Wakulla & 

Surrounding Counties

Since 1993
Member of Chamber of 

Better Business Bureaulicensed & insured
Jim Porter  &  Todd Porter

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

FOR QUALITY 
AND SERVICE 

THAT WILL
FLOOR 

YOU
Call Today for your 
FREE Estimate

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
LHFQuality 

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
850745-8723

Hardwood Engineered
Floating Flooring
Glue Downs
Nail Downs

Laminate 
& Vinyl

Installation Services:

On-site replacements
Repairs are our 

Specialty

Get a Quote 
Today!

We are proud 
to serve 

Wakulla County!

Visit: CrystalClearAutoGlass.org

Gerald Brown 
PhotographyPhotography

• Licensed Drone Operator
•Beach Portraits
•Special Occasions

•Events
850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto

NOTICE of foreclosure sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA 
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
KATHRYN L. GOODFELLOW, 
DECEASED

File No.  2025 CP 171
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of Kathryn L. Goodfellow, deceased, 
whose date of death was August 3, 2025, is pending in the Circuit Court 
for Wakulla County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 301 
S. Monroe St., Tallahassee, FL 32301.  The names and addresses of the 
personal representative and the personal representative›s attorney are set 
forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent›s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER 
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or 
demands against decedent›s estate must file their claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE.
The personal representative has no duty to discover whether any property 
held at the time of the decedent›s death by the decedent or the decedent›s 
surviving spouse is property to which the Florida Uniform Disposition 
of Community Property Rights at Death Act as described in ss. 732.216-
732.228, Florida Statutes, applies, or may apply, unless a written demand 
is made by a creditor as specified under s. 732.2211, Florida Statutes.  The 
written demand must be filed with the clerk.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT›S 
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
 The date of the first publication of this Notice is January 29, 2026.
Attorney for Personal Representative: 
/s/ John A. Grant
Attorney
Florida Bar Number: 0946532
2121-C Killarney Way
Tallahassee, FL  32309
Telephone: (850) 702-9400
Fax: (850) 702-9410
E-Mail: john@johngrantlaw.com January 29, February 5, 2026

Personal Representative: 
/s/ Kristine M. Carroll
130 Dreamwood Stables Rd.
Crawfordville, Florida 32327

WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY,
FSB, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY 
BUT SOLELY AS TRUSTEE OF LODO TRUST I,
Plaintiff,
vs.
CERISSA F FONDO A/K/A CERISSA FRANCINE FONDO, et al.
Defendant(s)

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure 
dated December 09, 2025, and entered in 25000096CAAXMX of the Circuit 
Court of the SECOND Judicial Circuit in and for Wakulla County, Florida, 
wherein WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY, FSB, NOT IN ITS 
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS TRUSTEE OF LODO TRUST 
I is the Plaintiff  and CERISSA F. FONDO A/K/A CERISSA FRANCINE 
FONDO ; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ACTING ON BEHALF OF THE 
RURAL HOUSING SERVICE; RONALD S. FONDO; ANNA G. FONDO are 
the Defendant(s). Greg James as the Clerk of the Circuit Court will sell to 
the highest and best bidder for cash at 3056 Crawfordville Hwy., the Front 
Lobby, Wakulla County Courthouse, Crawfordville, FL 32327, at 11:00 AM, on 
February 12, 2026, the following described property as set forth in said Final 
Judgment, to wit:

LOT 18, BLOCK “E” OF SONGBIRD SUBDIVISION PHASE I, A 
SUBDIVISION AS PER MAP OR PLAT THEREOF RECORDED 
IN PLAT BOOK 3, PAGES 88-92 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF 
WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA. 
Property Address: 10 CARDINAL CT, CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327
Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other 

than the property owner as of the date of the lis pendens must file a claim in 
accordance with Florida Statutes, Section 45.031.

Dated this 20th day of January, 2026. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

January 29, February 5, 2026

CASE NO. 25000096CAAXMX

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court
By: /s/ Rachel Howard
As Deputy Clerk 

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

IMPORTANT
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in order to participate in this proceeding, 
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance. 
Please contact: ADA Coordinator; 301 South Monroe Street; Tallahassee, 
FL 32301; 850.606.4400; at least 7 days before your scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immediately upon receiving this notification if the time before 
the scheduled appearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice 
impaired, call 711.

0129-0205 TWS NOFS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
JAMES MONROE HIGH, SR.,
DECEASED
DIVISION: PROBATE

CASE NO: 2026-CP-11
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TThe administration of the Estate of James Monroe High, Sr., deceased, 
File 2026-CP-11 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, 
Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville 
Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327.  The name and address of the personal 
representative and the personal representative’s attorney is set forth below.
 All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s Estate including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
 All other creditors of the Decedent and persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s Estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
 ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
SECTION 733.702 FLORIDA STATUTES, WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
 The date of the first publication of this Notice is February 5, 2026.
Attorney for Personal Representative:
Frances Casey Lowe, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 521450
Frances Casey Lowe, P.A.
68-A Feli Way
Crawfordville, Florida 32327
(850) 926-8245 

Co-Personal Representatives:
Patricia H. Langford
185 Fulton Harvey Rd.
Crawfordville, FL 32327  
James M. High, Jr. 
197 High Dr. 
Crawfordville, FL 32327

February 5, 12, 2026

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice under Fictitious Name Law, pursuant to Section 856.09, Florida 
Statutes. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, Oak and Pine 
Ventures, desiring to engage in business under the fictitious name of

OAk & PINE kITChEN
Located at 434 Parkside Circle, Crawfordville, FL 32327
In the County of Wakulla
Intends to register the said name with the Division of Corporation of the 
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Published on February 5, 2026

NOTICE OF FICTITIOUS NAME

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

Leave 
Nothing 
But Your 

Footprints

Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

50 Years 
Experience

Since 1975

850-443-5901

By Appointment 
Only
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NOTICE of action

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Native American 
group of N. California
  5. Geological times 
(Brit. sp.)
 10. Tool to remove
 12. Rods
 14. One who renews
 16. They precede C
 18. Chatter incessantly
 19. __ King Cole, musi-
cian
 20. Insect parts
 22. One from Utah
 23. The world of the 
dead
 25. Singer Redding
 26. NBA legend Nelson
 27. Indicates wrongly
 28. Unhappy
 30. Anger
 31. Dark brown
 33. Some are in kitchens
 35. Made a mistake
 37. Damp
 38. Type of fuel
 40. Actor Damon
 41. What thespians do
 42. One’s mother
 44. Disallow
 45. Swiss river
 48. A banana has one
 50. Philippines lake and 
volcano are two
 52. Relative biological 
effectiveness (abbr.)
 53. Agave
 55. Journalist Tarbell
 56. One-time tech giant

 57. Indicates upon
 58. Intestinal bacteria
 63. Loose sheaths 
around the spinal cord
 65. It goes with nook
 66. A fashion
 67. Very eager to hear 
or see
 
 CLUES DOWN
   1. Witch
  2. Utilize
  3. Writing utensil
  4. Where rockers go to 
work
  5. Subsides
  6. Consume
  7. Greek mythological 
figures
  8. California mountain 
town
  9. Tin
 10. Muse of lyric and 
love poetry
 11. Animates anew
 13. Humorous criticisms
 15. Cool!
 17. Worst
 18. Wet dirt
 21. Designed to be useful
 23. Hebrew unit of liq-
uid capacity
 24. High schoolers’ test
 27. Computer device
 29. Indian territory __ 
and Diu
 32. A place to sleep
 34. AI tool
 35. Pass or go by

 

36. Indicates a purchase
 39. A digital tape re-
cording of sound
 40. More (Spanish)
 43. Disfigured
 44. White (Spanish)
 46. Church building
 47. Georgia rockers
 49. Type of surgery
 51. Much __ about 
nothing
 54. Make by braiding
 59. Local area network

 

60. Unit of work or en-
ergy
 61. Member of indige-
nous people of Thailand
 62. Liquefied natural gas

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you 
square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each 
row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Sean W. Gellis, Esq
Founder & Managing Member

561-371-2848 

Local Wakulla Attorney ~ Resident & Neighbor ~

2931 Crawfordville Hwy.  
Next to DQ

Sean@gellislaw.com
www.GellisLaw.com

Please 
Recycle

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PAFFORD PROPERTIES & CONSTRUCTION, 
LLC, A FLORIDA LImITED LIAbILITY COmPANY,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
RObERT D. WILLIX, JR., IF ALIVE, AND IF DECEASED, UNKNOWN 
SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, gRANTEES, CREDITORS, ASSIgNS, AND 
ALL OTHER PARTIES CLAImINg bY THROUgH, UNDER OR AgAINST 
HIm, AND REgIONS bANK D/b/A REgIONS mORTgAgE,
DEFENDANTS. 

January 29, February 5, 12, 19, 2026

Case No.: 2025-CA-000169

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard
As Deputy Clerk

NOTICE OF ACTION
To: ROBERT D WILLIX, JR.; if alive, and if deceased, unknown spous-

es, heirs, devisees, grantees, creditors, assigns, and all other par-
ties claiming by through, under or against him

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Complaint for Quiet Title on the follow-
ing property in Wakulla County, Florida:

LOT 4, BLOCK P OF SURF, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF 
AS RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 17, PAGE 222, OF THE PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Wakulla County Parcel ID No. 03-6S-02W-035-03792-004
Address:  Surf Road, Panacea, FL

has been filed against you and others, and you are required to serve a copy 
of your written defenses, if any, to it on ANDREW J. POWER, ESQUIRE, 
SMITH, THOMPSON, SHAW, COLÓN & POWER, P.A., Plaintiff’s attorneys, 
3520 Thomasville Road, Fourth Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32309-3469, no 
more than thirty (30) days from the first publication date of this Notice of 
Action, and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service 
on Plaintiff’s attorneys or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a default will be 
entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition. 

DATED this 21st day of January, 2026.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PAFFORD PROPERTIES & CONSTRUCTION, 
LLC, A FLORIDA LImITED LIAbILITY COmPANY,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
RObERT D. WILLIX, JR., IF ALIVE, AND IF DECEASED, UNKNOWN 
SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, gRANTEES, CREDITORS, ASSIgNS, AND 
ALL OTHER PARTIES CLAImINg bY THROUgH, UNDER OR AgAINST 
HIm,
DEFENDANTS. 

January 29, February 5, 12, 19, 2026

Case No.: 2025-CA-000170

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard
As Deputy Clerk

NOTICE OF ACTION
To: ROBERT D WILLIX, JR.; if alive, and if deceased, unknown spous-

es, heirs, devisees, grantees, creditors, assigns, and all other par-
ties claiming by through, under or against him

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Complaint for Quiet Title on the follow-
ing property in Wakulla County, Florida:

LOT 5, BLOCK “P”, SURF, FLORIDA, A SUBDIVISION AS PER MAP 
OR PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 17, PAGE 222, 
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Wakulla County Parcel ID No. 03-6S-02W-035-03792-005
Address:  Surf Road, Panacea, FL

has been filed against you and others, and you are required to serve a copy 
of your written defenses, if any, to it on ANDREW J. POWER, ESQUIRE, 
SMITH, THOMPSON, SHAW, COLÓN & POWER, P.A., Plaintiff’s attorneys, 
3520 Thomasville Road, Fourth Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32309-3469, no 
more than thirty (30) days from the first publication date of this Notice of 
Action, and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service 
on Plaintiff’s attorneys or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a default will be 
entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition. 

DATED this 21st day of January, 2026.

Crossword_ ___

PAFFORD PROPERTIES & CONSTRUCTION, 
LLC, A FLORIDA LImITED LIAbILITy COmPANy,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
DARRyL mOORE, SHELDON m. STONE AND TED EDWARDS, IF 
ALIVE, AND IF DECEASED, UNkNOWN SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
gRANTEES, CREDITORS, ASSIgNS, AND ALL OTHER PARTIES 
CLAImINg by THROUgH, UNDER OR AgAINST THEm,
DEFENDANTS. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR WAkULLA COUNTy, FLORIDA

February 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

CASE NO. 2025-CA-000137

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard
As Deputy Clerk

NOTICE OF ACTION
To: TED EDWARDS; if alive, and if deceased, unknown spouses, heirs, 

devisees, grantees, creditors, assigns, and all other parties claim-
ing by through, under or against him

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Complaint for Quiet Title on the follow-
ing property in Wakulla County, Florida:

LOT 4, BLOCK 4 OF WAKULLA GARDENS UNIT 2, ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE(S) 42, 
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Wakulla County Parcel ID No. 00-00-034-009-08216-000
Address:  Spokan Trail, Crawfordville, FL

has been filed against you and others, and you are required to serve a copy 
of your written defenses, if any, to it on ANDREW J. POWER, ESQUIRE, 
SmITH, THOmPSON, SHAW, COLÓN & POWER, P.A., Plaintiff’s attorneys, 
3520 Thomasville Road, Fourth Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32309-3469, no 
more than thirty (30) days from the first publication date of this Notice of 
Action, and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service 
on Plaintiff’s attorneys or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a default will be 
entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition. 

DATED this 29th day of January, 2026.

To receive our Weekly Newspaper
please visit www.thewakullasun.com 

and click on 
Subscribe to the Sun under Login.
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27th Annual

A Family Friendly Day Packed Full of 
FUN and LIVE ENTERTAINMENT!

Line-Up 9 a.m. starts at 10 a.m.
Cash Prize awarded for

1st Place $200.00
2nd Place $150.00
3rd Place $100.00

Does your business want to participate 
in our Valentine’s Day Festival? 

Go to www.wakullarotary.org/Valentines 
for all forms to participate.

Want a great way to advertise your business? 
You can get your business name out there by 

sponsoring the Valentine’s Festival! 

Vendors Needed!
WakullaRotary@yahoo.com

Want to participate in the 
parade? Registration is FREE! 

All proceeds to benefi t High School Scholarships the Rotary Club of Wakulla Provides!

SATURDAY, FEB. 14, 2026

Valentine’s Day 
Parade & Festival 

AT 
HUDSON PARK

 CD SPECIAL 
12-MONTH TERM

4.50%
APY1

$25,000 MINIMUM 

Bring your new deposit from 
another financial institution for  
this great rate.

Offer subject to change without notice. 1. $25,000 minimum deposit. APY assumes interest remains on deposit until maturity. Annual Percentage 
Yield (APY) effective 2/1/2026. Penalty for early certificate withdrawal, which may reduce earnings. Ask any CAMPUS representative for more 
information about applicable fees and terms. Deposits are federally insured up to $250,000 by the National Credit Union Administration, a  
U.S. Government Agency. 2. Credit approval and initial $5 deposit required.

Membership is open to anyone in Wakulla county.2

Open your CD today!
    Call 850-894-9098 and press 5 
 � Visit us online at campuscu.com/cd-special

 Visit us at 2329 Crawfordville Hwy.    
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Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints

Lady War Eagles compete at Lady Trojan Invitational
WRESTLING

The Lady War Eagles wrestlers at the Lady Trojan Invitational.

Sophia Barron vs. Emma Torres of Choctaw. 

By WALT JACOBS
Correspondent

On January 31st, the 
Lady War Eagle wres-
tlers competed in the 
Lady Trojan Invitational 
at Lincoln High School. 
The tournament served 
as a preview of the up-
coming FHSAA District 
1 Championship which 
will be held on Febru-
ary 14th in Niceville. 
Of the 25 teams in the 
district, 14 were repre-
sented on Saturday in 
Tallahassee.
Coach  Jon  San-

chez commented that 
freshman Rose Cooper 
“showed a lot of heart 
throughout the tour-
nament.” Sanchez said, 
“She lost a close match 
to Natalie Durance from 
Lincoln to go to the 
placement round.” Coo-
per went 2-3 on the 
day, earning her a 12th 
place finish. 
Kameron  Eas t e r 

went 3-2 en route to a 
9th place finish. San-
chez commented, “It 
was really nice to see 
Kameron start becom-
ing more relaxed in her 
matches. When she’s 
able to do that, she 
can really pour it on 
whoever she’s facing.” 
He added, “I’m really 
hoping that she can 
continue to do that in 
the postseason. I really 
think she could pull off 
some upsets.”
Julia Baggett placed 

third in the 125 pound 
weight class. Sanchez 
said, “Julia wrestled 
tough the whole tour-
nament going 4-1.” 
Sanchez continued, 
“Her only loss came to 
Amelia McKnight, who 
is currently ranked 7th 
in the state.”
Sanchez was also 

pleased with the perfor-
mance of freshman So-
phia Barron. Sanchez 
said, “Sophia didn’t 
have the showing she 
would have liked, but 

she faced every op-
ponent with her best 
effort.” Sanchez elab-
orated, “Her first two 
rounds were against 
tough wrestlers.” He 
continued, “It’s hard to 
mentally stay in it after 
going 0-2 and finding 
a way to keep push-
ing forward, but that’s 
exactly what she did.” 
Sanchez raved, “Her 
best match was against 
Emily Smith from Co-
lumbia. She was put-
ting together the differ-
ent pieces that she has 
learned, and just let it 
fly.” Sanchez explained, 
“She was winning 10-5 
and even had her op-
ponent nearly pinned, 
but somehow Smith 
was able to fight out of 
it and reversed Sophia 
to get the fall.” Sanchez 
went on, “Sophia didn’t 
care about the loss, but 
was so pumped about 
how well she did. That’s 
the kind of thing that 
makes it a win for a 
coach.”

Next, the Lady War 

Eagles will travel to 
Niceville to compete in 
the FHSAA District 1 
championship on Feb-
ruary 14th.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK
SPONSORED BY

MYRA JEAN’S 
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SOPHIA BARRON
Girls Wrestler of week

NO RECIPIENT
Boys Wrestler of Week

WRESTLERS of the WEEK

PROUD SPONSOR OF 
WRESTLERS of the WEEK

COACH’S CORNER
“Seeing these girls put so much of them-
selves into practice, their team, and have 
these special moments of growth is some-
thing really special.”

– Coach Jon Sanchez

Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool! CAC#1822950

- Free Estimates
- Maintenance Plans
- Quality Pricing
- SameDay Service
- All Makes and Models
- Excellent Service

850-510-0140

LoweLegalAndTitle.com  850.926.8245OFFICES-CRAWFORDVILLE

Re-Sell
Store

850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

FU
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W a k u l l a

formerly Habitat for Humanity

Florida Wild 
Mammal 
Association

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327 

FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper 
towels

• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & 

nuts

• Pedigree 
wet & dry 
dog food

• Friskies wet 
& dry cat 
food

Wakulla Volunteers Wanted
Big Bend HospiceBig Bend Hospice

Become a Hospice Volunteer Today! 
No prior experience needed - just an open heart and a desire to help.

Apply Now!

READY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
Visit bigbendhospice.org or call Andrea Zinker
at 850-878-5310 to learn more and get started.

At Big Bend Hospice, Volunteers are essential to 
our mission of compassionate care. Whether you're 
supporting patients or helping behind the scenes, 
your time makes a lasting difference.
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