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Contract revoked at COAST

The Wakulla County School Board votes to end the charter school’s contract, recommends it become a private school

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

The Wakulla County
School Board voted to
deny renewal of COAST
Charter School’s con-
tract.

School board mem-
bers voted unamimously
on Monday, March 9, to
accept the recommenda-
tion of Superintendent
of Schools Rick Myhre to
reject the school’s “pro-
posed charter renewal
contract” as insufficient
and non-compliant with
requirements of current
state law.

Frankie Harvey, prin-

‘THE BAY WAS OUR PLAYGRO :

icipal at COAST, directed
the Sun’s questions to
attorney Thomas Ster-
nberg with Tripp Scott
law firm, who declined
to comment.

It’s not clear what the
charter school intends
to do in response: ap-
peal the school board
decision, reorganize as a
private school or some-
thing else.

In a letter to the
COAST Board of Direc-
tors, Myhre suggested
they pursue becoming a
private school — noting
that private schools are
exempt from many state
requirements, but would

Honoring the Women of Panacea on Monday at
Posey’s, Linda Durant Thompson, Kathryn Sand-
ers Beaty, Becky Sanders Finch, Mec Martin, Vivian
Taylor Johnson, and Harvey Stokley reading from his
mother Laverne McMillian Stokley’s writings on the
life and times of Panacea. Stories of “The bay was our

|

Superintenden of Schools
Rick Myhre

still be eligible for state
scholarship funding.
Materials from the
district indicate district
staff trying to prod the
charter school along

(VT s

with its application -
including an email from
district staffer Amanda
Hofheinz to COAST staff
from September noting
the charter school’s re-
newal application need-
ed to be submitted by
Feb. 1; minutes from a
December COAST board
meeting in which the
chair indicates she’s
working on the applica-
tion but fears staff has
a “laissez faire attitude”
about it; a letter from
Myhre (undated, but it
appears to be in Janu-
ary) to the school board
and COAST board that
notes he will recom-

playground, sunset was time to go home for supper,

begging mama to stay home from church Sunday night
to watch Elvis on the Ed Sullivan Show, and swimming
in Otter Lake (not recommended today) - the stories
could have gone on all night but ended around eight.
(Photo by Gerald Brown)

Jail gets body scanner

From WCSO

Wakulla County Sher-
iff Jared Miller recently
directed the Wakulla
County Sheriff’s Office
to purchase and imple-
ment advanced body
scanning technology at
the Wakulla County De-
tention Facility. The new
system has now been
fully installed and is op-
erational.

Ensuring public safety
includes maintaining a
secure, accountable, and
safe detention facility.

Continued invest-
ment in modern deten-
tion technology helps
reduce contraband, im-
prove staff safety, and
strengthen oversight
within the facility. Pro-
active measures such
as these allow detention
staff to identify risks
before they become prob-
lems.

The detention facility
is now equipped with the
Tek84 Intercept X-ray
body scanning system,
a state-of-the-art se-
curity tool designed to
detect weapons, drugs,
cell phones, and other
contraband concealed
under clothing or within
body cavities in a matter
of seconds.

i
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The Intercept X-ray scanner at the Wakulla County Jail.

The system utilizes ul-
tra-low-dose X-ray tech-
nology to create clear im-
ages while meeting strict
federal safety standards
for radiation exposure.

Intercept body scan-
ners are used in correc-
tional facilities across
the United States and
internationally, helping
agencies prevent the in-

troduction of dangerous
or illegal items into se-
cure environments and
improving overall facility
safety.

The system was pur-
chased at a cost of ap-
proximately $250,000.
Importantly, no Wakulla
County taxpayer funds
were used for the pur-
chase. The scanner was

funded through the Flor-
ida Inmate Welfare Fund,
which is designated for
programs and initiatives
that enhance the safety,
welfare, and operations
of correctional facilities.

Sheriff Miller empha-
sized that the addition
of the body scanner rep-
resents a proactive in-
vestment in the safety of
both detention staff and
inmates.

“Preventing contra-
band from entering our
detention facility is crit-
ical to maintaining a
safe environment for our
detention deputies, in-
mates, and everyone who
works inside the facility,”
said Sheriff Miller. “This
technology allows our
staff to quickly and ef-
fectively detect concealed
items and strengthens
our ability to operate
a secure facility while
protecting the citizens of
Wakulla County.”

The Wakulla County
Sheriff’s Office remains
committed to strengthen-
ing detention operations
through responsible in-
vestments in technology,
training, and proactive
security measures that
enhance safety and ac-
countability.

mend the school board
vote at their Jan. 20th
meeting to not renew the
current COAST charter
as it doesn’t meet the
requirements of law.

The charter school
submitted a new appli-
cation on Jan. 27, but
district staff found it was
not responsive to chang-
es in state law — and
therefore incomplete.

The COAST board can
file an appeal within 14
days that would go to an
administrative law judge
to review.

In a memo to the
COAST board dated
March 3, Myhre outlined

reasons why the school
should look at becoming
private rather than a
public charter school,
with lower-risk compli-
ance model while still
eligible to draw public
education funding.
Myhre noted that pri-
vate schools are eligible
for scholarship funding
for students, while char-
ter schools are public
schools under the law.
It was also noted that
private schools don’t
face the same state re-
quirements as public
schools — such as ac-
ademic accountability
Turn to Page 5

Two men plea to
carjacking charges,
get 10 years in prison

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Co-defendants Dustin Cmehil and Eldon Hicks
III separately entered no contest pleas to a laun-
dry list of criminal charges, including burglary
of a conveyance with person assaulted, and at-
tempted carjacking, and were both sentenced to
10 years in state prison.

Wakulla Circuit Judge Layne Smith presided
over the negotiated pleas, which were heard on
Thursday, March 12. The two had been set for
trial this week.

The charge of burglary of a conveyance with
person assaulted is a first degree felony punish-
able by life in prison.

While the plea for Cmehill (pronounced SMAY-
hill) with his defense attorney Shelly Thomas
went without delay, Hicks initially turned down
the plea and told his
attorney, Armando
Garcia, he wanted to
go to trial — over Gar-
cia’s strong advice that
he reconsider.

Hicks told the court
that he didn’t “want
to live this lifestyle
anymore” and worried
that the 10-year sen-
tence wouldn’t allow
him into the Depart-
ment of Corrections’
re-entry program.

Judge Smith ex-
pressed great concern
at the decision, noting
that Hicks would only
be 35 upon his release
from prison and could
still have a life. But
if the trial didn’t go
his way, he could end
up spending the rest
of his natural days in
prison.

Chief Wakulla Prosecutor Andrew Deneen re-
iterated that point to Hicks, saying the 10 years
in prison was a break. “You’ve been in and out of
custody since you were 16,” Deneen said, adding
Hicks didn’t get a good upbringing.

Still, Deneen said, “The moment you reached
your head into that car, you committed a pun-
ishable-by-life offense.”

But Hicks was adamant he wanted a trial. After
a break, Deneen returned to court with record-
ings of Hicks making jailhouse calls to friends.
Hearing one of the recordings, Hicks changed his
mind and agreed to the plea deal.

Hicks and Cmehill were charged in August
2024 after the two surrounded a Toyta Tundra
truck that Hicks was convinced had been stolen
from him. A man and women were inside the
vehicle as Hicks pounded on the driver’s side
window with a metal bar and Cmehill jumped
on the hood and kicked in the windshield. When
deputies rolled up on the disturbance, Cmehill
reportedly told them, It’s private property, just

Eldon Hicks IIT

Turn to Page 5
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Wakulla Wonderful was held on Saturday

A view of the crowd at the event, which was held at the extension office this year.

By LINDA ANN McDON-
ALD
Correspondent

Highlighting com-
munity pride and his-
tory, Wakulla County
4-H and local part-
ners hosted Wakulla
Wonderful to cele-
brate the county’s
183rd birthday on
Saturday, March 14th
at the Wakulla UF/
IFAS extension office.
Wakulla County was
officially created on
March 11, 1843.

The annual com-
munity festival cel-
ebrates the found-
ing, history and local
heritage of Wakulla
County with unique
shopping, food and
educational experi-
ences — such as tours
of the historic Court-
house, the Histori-
cal Society Museum
(formerly the jail), as
well as an illustrated
40-foot History Walk
timeline.

Wakulla County’s
Planning and Zoning
Office provided in-
teractive educational
talks such as “Know
your floodplain” and
“Build your own com-
munity.” County
Planner Ashley Row-
land-Yost said, “This
is an opportunity to
design your own com-
munity, view flood
zones and other high-
risk areas. Folks will
get to see all the dif-
ferent hazards in the
county. Overall, this
is great education
on the topography of
Wakulla County.”

Wakulla County
Historical Society vol-
unteers Debbie Jay
and Rita Sparkman
said: “We love this
event, we want peo-
ple to know that the
old jail and museum

is behind the court-
house, and we have
archives of histori-
cal records that the
public has access to
for free. We are pres-
ent to assist with re-
search, and we offer
genealogy as well. If
you are interested in
family history and
Wakulla history, we
are happy to help.”

Brent Thurmond of
the Wakulla County
Historical Center and
lecturer of the history
education experience
said, “I feel like a kid —
it’s so exciting to talk
about Wakulla histo-
ry. Because we just
completed our March
Second-Tuesday
History Talk on the
Apalachee Indians in
relation to Wakulla
County timeline, I
am excited to share
this information with
the public now. You
can study history for
decades and always
learn new things and
relearn things you
forgot!”

During the educa-
tional lecture, Thur-
mond said, “There
was evidence of peo-
ple 10,000 -12,000
years ago in Wakulla
Springs. The word
Wakulla is from the
Apalachee language,
and the English
translation of the
word Wakulla is what
they called the riv-
er and the springs.”
Another piece of in-
teresting information
shared by Thurmond
was, “There was a
petition to create the
county’s name to be
Apalachee, and they
scratched it out and
named it our county
Wakulla.”

Also available for
knowledge digestion

Weston, Cari, and Laila Brown at the event/

was an illustrated
40-foot History Walk
timeline titled, “Our
Wakulla” which dates
from the year 1500 to
current. Chris Rus-
sell, who attended the
lecture commented,
“This was outstand-
ing and it’s great to
learn about Wakul-
la’s history, especially
about the Apalachee
side of it.”

Visitors from Man-
atee County, Kristi
Dole and Linda Dole,
traveled to Wakulla
to visit family Shelia
and Stanley Slayton
of Wakulla and to at-
tend the event. They
said, “It’s very peace-
ful here and loaded
with history, it’s al-
ways great to go to a
celebration.”

Rachel Pienta, 4-H
Director said, “This is
the 7th year hosting
this event and we are
looking forward to
moving back to the
courthouse area to
bring the event back
to the historical cen-
ter that is rich with
local history.”

Brent Thurmond of the Wakulla County Historical Society gives a talk on the county’s
history to Chris and Valerie Russell.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF RACHEL PIENTA

PUBLIC NOTICES:

For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla Sun provides this Public Notice Section for
all Public Notices not published in the Legal Notice section of the newspaper.

More Public
FLORIDA Notices
h PUBLIC NOTICES appear on
SIS | Py 13 und 14

TAX IMPACT OF VALUE ADJUSTMENT BOARD

Wakulla County

Rule 12D-16.002
Florida Administrative Code

Tax Year m

Members of the Board

Honorable Quincee Messersmith Board of County Commissioners, District No. 4
Honorable Valerie Russell Board of County Commissioners, District No. 3
Honorable Edward Hand School Board, District No. 1

Citizen Member June Davis

Business owner within the school district

Citizen Member Walter Gray

Homestead property owner

The Value Adjustment Board (VAB) meets each year to hear petitions and make decisions relating
to property tax assessments, exemptions, classifications, and tax deferrals.

Summary of Year's Actions

Number of Parcels Reduction in Shift in

Type of Property Exemptions |Assessments* Both | County Taxable Value Taxes

Granted |Requested|Reduced|Requested Vg:tzgtr;::jn Due to Board Actions | Due to Board Actions
Residential 5 5 $ 0% 0.00
Commercial 1 1 $ 0% 0.00
Infjustrlal and $ ols 0.00
miscellaneous
Agricultural or
classified use $ 0% 0.00
High-water recharge $ 0% 0.00
Historic co_mmermal $ 0l$ 0.00
or nonprofit
Busmes.s machinery $ ols 0.00
and equipment
Vacant lots and $ ols 0.00
acreage
TOTALS $ 0% 0.00

All values should be county taxable values. School and other taxing authority values may differ.
*Include transfer of assessment difference (portability) requests.

If you have a question about these actions, contact the Chair or the Clerk of the Value Adjustment Board.

Chair's name

Quincee Messersmith

Phone 850-508-7774 ext.

Clerk's name

Kelly Sessor

Phone 850-926-0344 ext.
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Opinions

THE FIRST AMENDMENT

www.thewakullasun.com

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-

of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,

and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Historical Society has held some fascinating programs this year

¥

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

The Wakulla County
Historical Society is a
treasure.

And its monthly his-
tory programs on the
second Tuesday  of
the month is not to be
missed.

So far the programs
have included Robert

Seidler on the history of
Sopchoppy held at the
Sopchoppy Gym. Seidler
went back 10,000 years
in the area’s history and
started from there.

In February, for Black
History Month, Robert
Manning and Bossie
Hawkins presented a
program on some lesser
known individuals who
made lasting contribu-
tions to the communi-
ty. (I'll be there for any
event at which Robert
Manning is speaking —
he’s slyly funny and al-
ways entertaining.)

For March’s program,
Nelson Martin spoke on
the region’s Apalachee
Indians and it was abso-
lutely fascinating.

While I'd always heard
that the Apalachee had
left the area with the

Spanish and gone to
St. Augustine and Cuba
and been absorbed into
communities there, Mar-
tin talked about a small
band of Apalachee, may-
be 800, who headed
west to Alabama and
then Louisiana.

The now-Chief of the
band didn’t know until
the 1990s what type of
Indian her family was
until her grandmother
finally told her they were
Apalachee.

Martin said the
Apalachee were a fear-
some group, whose ter-
ritory stretched from the
Gulf Coast to the Geor-
gia line and from the
Ochlockonee River to
the Aucilla, with villag-
es at Lake Jackson and
Miccuosukee. He not-
ed the band is trying to

|
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Nelson Martin shares some items at a history program on the Apalachee Indians.

piece back together their
Apalachee language
with the help of a pro-
fessor at FSU.

If you’re interested in

LETTERS FROM READERS
The March 5th letter reflects

Unnamed is uncool

local history, you owe
it to yourself to attend
some of these programs
— typically held at the
library on the second

Tuesday of the month.

William Snowden is
editor of The Wakulla
Sun.

Editor, The Sun:

Bill, it is unfortunate that you
were dragged into this letter of
opinion entitled “Disappointed
with tone of last week’s letter”
by the questionable virtue of not
naming the writer. We citizens of
the USA are all aware of our 1st
Amendment rights, except for ob-
viously the unknown penman,

which exist primarily for disagree-
able subjects (e.g., Democrats)
and the right to say or publish
them. Advocating for censorship
is an entirely anti-American posi-
tion and further reduced in mer-
it by being anonymous. The most
cogent point of the entire scribe
is your ‘Editor’s Note’ where you
have to offer an explanation for
this intrepid bard.

Something on your mind?
Email Letters to the Editor to editor@thewakullasun.
com; or mail it The Wakulla Sun, 12 Arran Road,
Crawfordville FL 32327; or drop it by the office on the
courthouse square.

what many U.S. Citizens un-
derstand to be true whether it’s
‘tongue in cheek’ or not and cer-
tainly deserves publication espe-
cially since the letter was attested
to by the writer.

It seems as though this March
Sth letter has been scrubbed from
the Wakulla Sun E-Editions. I am
assuming this is due to possible
threats from this same group who,
as history has shown, resort to vi-
olence at the slightest provocation.
I for one, would like to encourage
you to maintain your policy of not
publishing anonymous letters.
They really have no value or merit.

Tim Caldwell
Name NOT withheld by request
Panacea

Editor’s Note: The letter was
not “scrubbed.” After receiving
Tim Caldwell’s letter, I went on our
website and started looking for the
March 5th letter that had drawn
concern and couldn’t find it — and
our March 5th e-edition hadn’t yet
been posted.

Our production manager/In-
formation Technology guy, Eric
Stanton, told me that formerly our
Letters to the Editor weren’t being
archived. He has since remedied
the problem.

In fact, Eric added a link that
takes you to the original Letter
— something he has been doing
to cross-reference many ongoing
news stories.

Thursday, March 19

o “The Half-Life of Marie Curie; a play by Lau-
ren Gunderson, directed by Alison Quinn,
will be performed at 8 p.m. at Palaver Tree
Theater, 59 Shadeville Road. Thursday is pay-
what-you-can night.

« Because of spring break, the Rotary Club of
Wakulla meets at the Wakulla County Public
Library at 8:30 a.m. rather than TSC Wakulla.
o Coastal Optimist Club meets at noon at
Myra Jean’s on the first and third Thursdays.
o The VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be
held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in Craw-
fordville, every Thursday. There are conces-
sions and raffles.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m.
every Thursday at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, March 20

On the Horizon

Calendar of events for the week of March 19

 “The Half-Life of Marie Curie, will be per-
formed at 8 p.m. at Palaver Tree Theater, 59
Shadeville Road. Tickets are $15.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and
8 p.m. every Friday at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, March 21

o Lions Club St. Patrick’s Day Festival kicks
off with a parade at 10 a.m. followed by en-
tertainment and vendors in Hudson Park.

« Woodville Founders Day Festival will be
held at at the J. Lewis Hall Recreation Park,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. There will be historical
demonstrations, performers, music, food and
vendors.

o Panacea Beer and Oyster Festival will be
held at Woolley Park in Panacea.

 “The Half-Life of Marie Curie, will be per-
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formed at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. at Palaver Tree
Theater, 59 Shadeville Road. Tickets are $15.

Sunday, March 22

o Wakulla Giving Hands holds a food give-
away every Sunday from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.
at the facility across from Medart Elementary
on Highway 98.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets every Sunday
at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Monday, March 23

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. for
women and 8 p.m. for men every Monday at
54 Ochlockonee St.

« Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class with Mar-
garet every Monday at 11 a.m. First Baptist
Church CLC Building in Crawfordville.

Bring a mat.

« Line Dancing Class is held at Wakulla
Dance Academy every Monday from 7 to
9 p.m. $5 per person. Wear dance shoes or
tennis shoes.

Tuesday, March 24

 Sopchoppy community dinner is held ev-
ery week at the Towles House at 6:30 p.m.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets every Tues-
day at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, March 25
o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and

6:30 p.m. every Wednesday at 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

You can support The Wakulla Sun
with a tax-deductible donation to help
us cover the stories that matter to you.

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important
topics in our community.

Your contributions will equip our
newsroom to better serve you and all
our readers.

That means:

* More reporters on the street

* More local news about our com-
munity

* More local content on the environ-
ment and local businesses

A little bit goes a long way. With your
help, we can keep the presses running
through hard times.

We would very much appreciate your
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with
its principal place of business in Florida.

The Florida Press Foundation is
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other
information about the Florida Press
Foundation’s purpose, programs and
activities can be obtained by visiting
https:/ /floridapressfoundation.org or
by writing to Florida Press Foundation
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304,
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or
check. If by check, payment must be
made to the Florida Press Foundation
and write in the check memo line that
you want the donation to go to The
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304,
Tallahassee FL 32301
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Tree service &
Stump grinding
850-509-3868

If you are a business and want to be seen...
this is your spot to advertise!!!

Would you like to remind people that you are open for business,
have you moved, are you offering new products or services?

This is your spot to advertise!

Contact Lynda Kinsey 850-962-8019 . LKinsey@TheWakullaSun.com
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Wakulla Crossroads

By VERNA BROCK

What a great day we had last Satur-
day at Wakulla Wonderful. The weath-
er was perfect, and everyone was en-
joying a lovely spring day outside.
I took advantage of the food trucks
there, and had a delicious Pad Thai
lunch from Zip Zap.

Next weekend (Saturday, March 21)
is the Woodville Founders Day Fes-
tival at the J. Lewis Hall Recreation
Park, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. There will
be historical demonstrations, per-
formers, music, food and vendors ga-
lore. It is free and open to the public
and great fun for the entire family.
There are many activities across our
area, all month long, but you should
be sure to include Woodville on your
to-do list!

Lately I've been thinking a lot about
the power of forgiveness and grace,

and my pastor even preached a ser-
mon on the subject recently. Part of
following Jesus is taking seriously His
commandment to love our neighbors
as ourselves. That includes forgiv-
ing those who hurt us. I mean, “The
Lord’s Prayer” explicitly asks that our
trespasses (sins) be forgiven as we for-
give those who trespass (sin) against
us! It seems clear we must extend for-
giveness to others if we expect to be
forgiven.

Basically, we’re called to extend
grace to everyone. But forgiveness is
usually a process. The little things are
a piece of cake! It’s the worst offenc-
es that are the hardest to relinquish,
at least for me. One thing I have no-
ticed is that it’s much easier to forgive
someone if they apologize first. It’s
funny how that works, but it seems
true. It’s always easier to let go, and
let God, when I get an apology!

Too often, when wrongs arise be-
tween two people, apologies are never
exchanged. Accusations and acrimo-
ny, yes. But acceptance of responsi-
bility? No. Even so, we are remind-
ed that we need to forgive those who
wrong us, just as we need to be forgiv-
en. Whether others acknowledge their
actions or not, we can apologize and
seek forgiveness. We have a role to
play in reconciliation, even if another
party can’t (or won'’t) reciprocate.

Another observation I've had is that
anger and grudges only hurt those
clinging to them. They can eat you
alive, while the object of your anger
remains blithely unaware of the im-
pact they have had.

Often, the perpetrator is utterly
clueless about the havoc they have
wrought, while holding onto anger
and grudges only injures those who
refuse to let go.

How do we manage then? Grudges
can be stubborn things, and wounds
still ache. But to find real peace, we
must practice what we want for our-

selves... forgiveness. I struggle with
my human nature, my anger and
judgment.

Asking God to help me forgive and
love others through His grace when I
just can’t by myself, expands my abil-
ity to be grace-full. It may take me a
while to get where I'm going, but He
keeps me moving in the right direc-
tion.

Finally, I have found forgiving
someone is a reward in itself. I re-
ceive peace and grace for myself if I
can move forward, and leave the past
behind. In hindsight, I often wonder
why it was so difficult, and took so
long. How much better to look to the
future, rather than stew over former
grievances!

During this season of Lent, reflec-
tion and prayer, I hope we can all sur-
render the burdens of hurt, anger and
resentment in exchange for a future of
peace and joy. God’s grace is available
to all of us if we accept it and practice
His grace with those around us.

Historical Society receives award

Special to The Sun

The Wakulla Coun-
ty Historical Society
was recently awarded
the Golden D2 Award
by the Florida Public
Archaeology Network
for its work in docu-
menting and preserving
cemeteries in Wakulla
County.

This work began with
the ambitious publica-
tion of the Cemetery
Census in 2001, which
has been updated sev-
eral times since by the
historical society, and
is available for sale in
the society’s museum
gift shop.

Commitment to the
preservation and pro-
tection of cemeteries
has long been a hall-
mark of the historical
society and has been
continued by subse-
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Historical Society President Andrea Carter with Joyce Jefferson and Lindeara Jefferson,
both members and active cemetery preservation advocates, and FPAN representative

Barbara Clark.

COAST

From Front Page

and school grades, public enrollment and pref-
erence rules, and prohibition on charging tuition
or mandatory fees.

Additionally, public charter schools must also
meet state rules on threat assessment teams,
emergency drills, Guardian and safe school officer
compliance.

“While certain safety provisions now apply more
broadly, the scope, reporting obligations, and
monitoring authority are substantially greater for
charter schools than for private schools, which
remain governed primarily by statute-specific
requirements tied to scholarship participation,”
Myhre wrote.

Carjacking

From Front Page

let us fight.

In addition to burglary of a conveyance with
person assaulted and attempted carjacking, the
two also faced charges of aggravated battery on
a pregnant victim (the woman inside the car was
8 months pregnant), two counts of false impris-
onment, and a count of criminal mischief.

quent members and
volunteers who locate,
document, and care for
the 142 cemeteries in
Wakulla County.

An important task in
the documentation is
submitting information
to the Florida Depart-
ment of State, Division
of Historical Resourc-
es, which maintains a

Master Site File to en-
sure continuity of the
historical record.

Three years ago, the
WCHS was awarded
a grant by the state
to restore Richardson
Cemetery, one of the
county’s oldest, located
at the northeast corner
of Spring Creek Hwy
and U.S. 98.

Debra Jay, Cemetery
committee chairman,
spearheaded efforts
to locate unmarked
graves, clean grave-
stones, reset fallen
headstones, and add
an entrance to the cem-
etery from the highway.

Remaining tasks in-
clude adding a parking
area and fencing the

perimeter of the cem-
etery.

Anyone in the com-
munity interested in
helping the historical
society with this im-
portant work is encour-
aged to contact them
at (850) 926-1110 or
mailbox@wakullahis-

tory.org

While in jail, in July 2025, Cmehill sucker-
punched another inmate while the inmate was
making a phone call, busting his mouth open and
requiring stitches. For the charge of battery on
an imate,Cmehill was given 5 years in prison to
be served concurrently — at the same time — as
the other prison sentence.

While Hicks was in jail, he was charged with
possession of contraband when he was caught
in December 2024 with a small amount of mar-
ijuana in the waistband of his jail uniform. That
charge was dropped as part of the plea deal.

FOLLOW THE SUN. Your local source for news.
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HOME ON THE RANGE

Range rules... and then some more
RANGE RULES

The following rules have been established in an effort to insure safe use of this facility, these rules apply to everyone using
this range. The designated Range Safety Officer is in charge of the shooting taking place under his/her supervision and their

By MARJ LAW

Sadie sits with her
grandfather, at the picnic
table on the other side
of the parking lot from
the shooting area at the
Wakulla County Sheriff’s
Office pistol range.

“If I learn all the rules
stated in that big sign, is
that all I need to know
about gun safety at a
range?” Sadie looks a little
worried.

“Well, Sadie. Those
rules are sure a good
place to start. Let’s talk
about them. Remember
when we checked in that
a deputy was at the front
desk?”

Sadie nods.

“Well, supporting Rule
#1 is that there’s always
a deputy in the office.
He can explain the rules
if you don’t understand
them, and he can help if
you have a problem with
your gun. He’s always
there when the range is
open.”

“That’s good to know,”
says Sadie. “What’s this
next rule about ‘handling
of firearms’when a person
is downrange?”

“This rule has a lot to it,
Sadie. First, we’re going to
talk about ‘hot’ and ‘cold.”

“Well, Grampa, I know

when it’s hot or cold out,
but I'm guessing that’s not
what you mean.”

“True, Sadie. See that
faint red line on the con-
crete floor of the pistol
range?”

Sadie looks and nods.

“When the range is
called ‘cold,” you must
stand only on the side
of the red line closest to
the parking lot. When the
range is ‘hot,” you step
over that red line and you
can load and shoot your

»

gun.

“Does someone actually
say ‘hot’ or ‘cold?”

“Yes, Sadie.”

“Who gets to say it?”

“Anyone and everyone.
The point is, everyone has
to agree. For instance, one
person might stand on the
parking lot side of the line
and ask loudly: ‘Can we
go cold?’

“Other people will hear
and stop what they are do-

ing. Then they step behind

the line too, nod, and call
‘cold!” in agreement. As
soon as everyone on the
pistol range is behind the
line, then that means you
can go downrange and put
up a new target or inspect
your existing one.”

“So, if I were at the
range and yelled ‘cold,’
then people would get
behind the line? Just be-
cause I yelled cold?”

“Yes. They would.”

“Even if I were the one
asking?” Sadie is acutely
aware that she’s a girl,
she’s new to the range and
she’s 24.

“Even you,” replies her
grandfather. “The same
is true if you'd call ‘hot.’
When you call ‘hot,” that
means that you can load
and fire your gun. First,
someone calls ‘hot,” and

FLAME STREAKED BOX CRAB
(Calappa flammea)

A bright 4” carapace identifies this burrowing
crab. It draws water through its gills and is often
seen spouting it out of its head like a fountain. A
fierce predator, it uses scissor-like claws like a can
opener. It has a tooth on the right claw and can’t
open left handed snails. It prefers sandy bottom
warm areas at mouths of estuaries and salt
marches from the Bahamas to the coats of Gulf of

Mexico.

It counts on its bright color for

camouflage as it is a favored food of finfish.
Eukarya, Ammalta, A.nhoropoda, Malacostraca, Decapoda, Calappidae
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" diicensed &I

Great Prices - Great ‘Work

directions will be followed by everyone on the shooting line. Do not anticipate an order, wait until it is given.

1. No one is allowed to shoot on this range unless there is another adult present on the facility.

2. No handling of firearms when someone is down range.

3. No loaded firearms allowed to enter this range. Prior to entering this range clear all weapons in a safe manner
and remove the magazine (if applicable). Load weapons only at your shooting position when the line is hot and you are

ready to shoot.

4. Eye and hearing protection is required for everyone on the shooting line while firearms are being shot.

5. Shoot only the type of weapon and/or ammunition designated for this range, unless specifically approved in
advanced by a WCSO Training Officer.

6. No alcoholic beverages allowed on this range! No eating, drinking or use of tobacco products on the line or under the
shooting shed. Poisoning by lead can occur through handling firearms and ammunition. Always wash your hands after
shooting and before eating, drinking, or using tobacco products and prior to leaving the range.

7. Shoot only at the appropriate targets for the type of training being done. No glass, cans or other type trash targets
allowed. Use target backers and do not attach targets to the 2x4 frame.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE: A fully stocked trauma kit is located in the cabinet, in the target shed

For emergencies that require

professional medical assistance or transport to a medical facility, call 911 immediately!

Sheriff Jared Miller’s Range Rules

someone else might call
‘hot’ too. The point is, ev-
eryone agrees the range is
now ‘hot.”

“Do they always agree?”
wonders Sadie.

“They do at the WCSO
range. That’s the expla-
nation of Rule #2. Now,
another rule to remember
is Rule #3. You bring your
gun in a sack. You don’t
take it out of its sack until
the range is called ‘hot.’
When the range is hot,
you can bring the sack to
the shooting bench. You
can take it out of the sack
at this time and you can
load it with ammunition
from a different sack or
box. Always remember to
carry it to the shooting
bench in a sack. If not,
you have what they call
a ‘naked’ gun’ which isn’t
allowed at the range.”

“Ha! No naked gun!”
This hits Sadie as amus-
ing. “So, why do you call
that counter a ‘shooting
bench?”

“You got me there, Sa-
die. They call it a shooting
bench. I have no idea
why.”

“Rule #4 says to wear
eye and hearing protec-
tion. You always want
to wear these when the
range is ‘hot.” Loud noises
can destroy your ability to
hear, especially over time.
Ear muffs could save your

hearing later in life.”

“I see that Rule #7 says
only shoot at the appro-
priate targets. Why not
cans, bottles or whatev-
er?”

“Flying debris like glass
can be dangerous. And
the WCSO asks that you
don’t place your target on
the 2x4 frame. Shooting
at those frames destroys
them quickly and main-
tenance gets expensive.”

“OK. I think I get the
rules that are posted at
the range. That’s not too
many.”

“We still have to add
more, Sadie. For instance,
there are rules called the
Big Four. It doesn’t mat-
ter where you are, the
Big Four hold true every-
where; not just at a firing
range.”

“The Big Four?”

“l. Always treat your
firearm as if it is loaded.

2. Always point your
firearm down range and
in a safe direction.

3. Always keep your
finger off the trigger until
ready to shoot.

4. Always be aware of
your target and what is
beyond it.”

Sadie is perplexed. “I'd
always know if my gun
was loaded,” she main-
tains.

“Well, Sadie. What if
you hadn’t shot your gun

in 8 months? Do you re-
member everything you
did 8 months ago?”

“OK. I getit. And what’s
this ‘safe direction’ bit?”

“If, for instance, you
were showing me a new
gun, you’d need to keep
the muzzle in a safe direc-
tion. Not at a person or at
anything you’d want to de-
stroy. My grandfather told
me that even when you
know your gun is empty,
you never ever point it at
a person. In fact, when
I was a kid, he wouldn’t
even let me point my in-
dex finger and pretend to
shoot.”

“You covered Rules 1
and 2, now what about
keeping my finger off the
trigger? What’s the big
deal?”

“If your finger was on
the trigger, and a car be-
hind you backfired and
startled you, you might
inadvertently pull the trig-
ger.”

“You’re right, Grampa.
I probably would. Now for
Rule #4. Why worry about
what is ‘beyond your tar-

get?’”
Grampa thinks for a
moment. “Let’s take a

fairly recent example. Re-
member that man who
shot a person at the
mall and who planned to
kill others? He'd taken a
hostage!

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

“Then a young man
who was a crack shot fired
at the shooter from a long
distance. But, you see,
it wasn’t important just
to neutralize the threat
of him shooting others,
it was important to be
aware of who was behind
that shooter and hostage
so that others wouldn’t be
harmed, as well! You have
to know your target and
you have to know what is
behind your target too!”

“OK, Grampa. I get
the Big 4. But there sure
are a lot of rules,” Sadie
grumbles.

“Well, Sadie, there are
even more guidelines. Like
no booze at the range.”

“Oh Grampa. You know
I don’t drink at all.”

“And no food at the
range. You could get lead
poisoning.”

“I wouldn’t eat there,
either.”

“And finally, Sadie, you
should button up your
shirt. A hot casing could
fly your way and slip down
your open shirt and get
caught in your... your...”

Sally looks down.

“I get it, Grampa.” Sally
buttons up her shirt.

Marj Law is the former
director of Keep Wakulla
County Beautiful who has
become an avid shooter in
retirement.

Photographer Neil Hostnick
shared this photo of an anole
lizard and called it Looking for

Spring.
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a peek into life on and under the water

Local writers share their experiences
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The Old Pro: Cold weather will

drive seatrout and reds into creeks
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By AL HARTMAN

It’s been in the 80’s and
we are having three days
at 32. We will lose some
plants I'm sure and it is
going to have some effect
the fish too.

Right now we are killing
Trout and Redfish with
almost anything you offer.

Top water hoppers have
been really hot.

Large crab pieces are
a favorate with the reds
along with live minnows
or shrimp.

Trout like live shrimp
a bunch also. But if you
can’t get them top water
lures will put them in you
boat.

If it gets cold go up river
and find deep holes with
cut bait, shrimp and plas-
tic worms on a jig.

Some days Reds and
Trout will grab a bucktail
jig. So take several rods set
up with different offerings
and try them until you find
out what they prefer.

What you do is drift with
one, then go back and try
another. If none do well

Meet The Easter Bunny,

look for a different hole. A
lot of creek entrances can
produce good results too.

Seatrout are open year
round. You can keep 5 that
are between 15-19 inches.
You can keep one oversize
Trout in the five fish limit.

Redfish are open year
round also. You can only
keep one per person and
4 per vessel. Keeper size is
18-27 inches no over size
allowed.

Sheepshead are plentiful
right now also. Fun to catch
and very good eating. You
are allowed 8 per person
yearly. But 50 per vessel
March through April. Mini-
mum size is 12 inches.

Well, get out there and
wet some lines.

Happy Fishing!

Decorate aa Cookie and
Enjoy an Easter Craft

Event takes place from 6pm-8pm

Located at 550 Wakulla Park Dr, Crawfordville FL 32327
The Lodge at Wakulla Springs

@I0YFilledlourneysCarp

' \ - By Gregg Stanton 'WOL/@I/L[[@

The lightless environment. June 7, 2012

I recently looked up Wikipedia for a list of diving hazards and
precautions when preparing a lesson on Zero Visibility Diving.

The list is impressive, considering that the human terrestrial
condition taken underwater is complicated by constraints
resulting from the density of the water (800 times that of air).

We are predominantly a visual animal on land. Visual dis-
tortions of light’s refraction, reflection and absorption, when
available and when light is absent, limit our productivity
underwater. Use of remote sensing technology, such as pho-
tography, videography, magnetometry and the wide range of
sonar (side scan, beacon, Didson, and fathom) assist when
light is limited. Under these conditions, why dive?

Most people agree, there is little reason to get wet if you can-
not enjoy the experience. But we forget that while recreational
diving is the most common form of scuba diving, most of these
dives include good visibility (even at night) as a prerequisite.

There are those, however, who dive our river bottom in search
of fossil. The river current can erode the floor and banks, cre-
ating near zero visibility and continuously expose paleontology
remains which are often found by touch.

Shipwreck and cave diving can also be visually challenged
by high sediments often kicked up by the divers themselves.
In all of these cases, underwater lamps are of little help as
the sediments reflect or absorb the light around the bulb,
producing little effect.

I found this to be true when my father asked me to retrieve
his anchor in a reservoir one day. What could be easier?

He had tied the anchor line to a tree so all  needed to do was
follow it down. Visibility midday dropped to zero within a few
feet of the surface. And I was soon following the line through
submerged entangling tree limbs for another 30 feet. I found
the anchor, had to cut it loose and spent the rest of an hour
extricating myself out.

Afterward, I advised my father to next time purchase a new
anchor.

Professional diving obligates diving beyond enjoyment. These
are people who search for items in a lightless environment.

Divers in the Apalachicola River mine for lost harvested
wood, now preserved in the mud after inundation for centu-
ries. We have lined our Dive Center with such wood creating
a rustic motif.

Underwater archaeologists have perfected zero visibility
techniques to study historic shipwrecks such as the Maple
Leaf. Once the ship is located, usually by remote sensing
technology, special cameras embedded in clear water bags
are lowered over structures to document details otherwise
not visible.

On a student project of ours conducted in Mobile Bay, Ala.,
we dragged a magnetometer behind our boat, which identified
anomalies, or magnetic ticks on a paper plotter. Then, we sent
a dive team down on every anomaly.

The most successful team was the one with an artist. He
would feel the anomaly at depth and return to draw it out
on paper on the surface. Some were refrigerators or anchors
or cars dumped as artificial reefs, while others were small
and medium vessels buried in the sediment with portions
protruding up through the mud.

The data retrieved was better than a photograph! We soon
assigned an artist to every dive team.

Police dive teams are routinely asked to search for missing
people and items such as cars, guns and safes, dropped
into watery graves less likely to be visited by the recreational
minded divers.

Hazards abound in zero visibility, from unseen entangle-
ments, to chemical and biological contaminants. Only the best
trained should go searching for lost items in such conditions.

Once found, underwater crime scene investigation proto-
cols must be followed or the quality of the evidence can be
compromised. Fingerprints, for example, can be pulled from
submerged items, providing the items are handled properly.

Once removed from the water, items must be properly pre-
served or they will rapidly deteriorate.

Editor’s Note: This is a repeat of a column from 2012.
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By SHERYL H. BOLDT

Several years ago, Bri-
anna, a Facebook friend,
reminded us that when
we become wiser with
our words, life becomes
better. Sometimes, the
wisest words are the
ones we choose not to
say.

Are you known for

Speaking your mind - at what cost?

speaking your mind?
If done well, the ability
to express your opinion
with courage — and re-
spect — can bring about
positive change in your
community, your culture
and even your home.

But what happens
when our words create
disharmony instead of
harmony?

Every day, I'm aware
that two conflicting na-
tures war within me. One
pulls me away from God,
toward selfishness, im-
patience and pride. The
other draws me toward
Him - to love, humility
and obedience.

Colossians 4:6 (ESV)
says, “Let your speech

always be gracious, sea-
soned with salt, so that
you may know how you
ought to answer each
person.”

Christians are called
to be salt. But if we’re not
careful, our anger can
drown out our message.

How many times
have our words created
tension in our relation-
ships? How often have
we been so focused on
making our point that we
failed to notice the hurt
we left behind — the chill
in the room or the way
our words landed like a
sledgehammer?

Sometimes the fallout
is so painful that others
don’t want to be around

us. Sometimes we don’t
even want to be around
ourselves. In the process,
we may damage our wit-
ness in ways that can’t
be restored.

And the damage
doesn’t stop there. Gos-
sip, careless criticism
and spreading rumors
can effectively damage
others’ reputations. How
we manage our com-
munications can open
or close doors in our
ministry and job oppor-
tunities.

Isn’t it true that the
often-delayed conse-
quences of our actions
can postpone our repen-
tance? What if each time
we gave in to our sinful

nature, we experienced
an immediate conse-
quence (like an instant
breakup or shame at
being exposed)? I suspect
we’d repent much sooner
and save ourselves and
others a lot of pain.

On the other hand,
imagine if we truly sub-
mitted our words to the
Holy Spirit. Consider
what it would be like to
express ourselves out of
a deep awareness of who
we are in Christ instead
of being driven by raw
emotion.

How can we live out
Colossians 4:6? Maybe
the best way is to pray
before we speak.

Our identity as a fol-

www.thewakullasun.com

lower of Christ should
show up in every con-
versation we have. This
doesn’t mean we’ll never
sin, but our attitude
toward sinful speech
should change. We’d no
longer excuse it or accept
it as being okay.

Instead, we’ll aim to
speak words that are
gracious and seasoned
with salt, aligning with
God’s heart and pur-
poses.

Sheryl H. Boldt is a
sales executive for Wave
94 and author of the
blog, www.TodayCanBe-
Different.net. Connect
with her at SherylHBoldLt.
Wave94@gmail.com.

By CHERYL CRUCE

It was called the Sand
Pond, a little place in
the woods just south of
town. During dry sea-
sons there was not a
drop of water — only a
wide stretch of white
sand. We often took the
children there for after-
noon picnics, spread-
ing a blanket beneath
the trees while they
played for hours in the
sand. Then, almost like
magic, the rains would

Waiting for the rain

come, and before long
the same place would fill
with cool, clear water. It
was still the Sand Pond
— the very same place —
just living through dif-
ferent seasons.

So many times in life I
have found myself in dif-
ferent seasons as well —
seasons of drought and
seasons of plenty. Scrip-
ture often calls those dry
seasons the wilderness.
They are the moments
when our strength feels
thin and hope seems to
fade. Yet the Bible shows
us that the wilderness is
often where God meets
His people.

Scripture gives us a
beautiful example of this
in the life of the proph-
et Elijjah. Not long after
a great victory on Mount
Carmel, Elijah found
himself fleeing into the

wilderness. Exhaust-
ed and discouraged,
he prayed that he had
reached the end of his
strength. God did not
meet Elijah with judg-
ment, but with care. As
Elijah rested, an angel
came with food and wa-
ter — urging him to rise
and eat, because the
journey ahead was too
much for him alone. Af-
ter Elijah had regained
his strength, God led
him forward once again.
Sometimes the most
spiritual thing God does
for us is simply restore
our strength for the
journey.

Even Jesus experi-
enced the wilderness.
Before His ministry be-
gan, Jesus spent forty
days in a lonely place
of testing. In this diffi-
cult season, far from the

crowds and the work
ahead, God remained
close. Scripture tells
us that Jesus was sus-
tained in the wilderness
and strengthened for the
calling ahead. When Je-
sus left that lonely place,
He did not leave weak-
ened or defeated. He
stepped forward ready
for the ministry God had
placed before Him. The
wilderness had not tak-
en anything from Jesus.
Instead, it had prepared
Him.

In much the same
way, God does not bring
us to the wilderness to
condemn us. He brings
us there to restore us.
Psalm 23 reminds us
that the Lord is a shep-
herd who restores the
soul. He does not simply
patch us up. He restores
us and gently mends

what has grown weary
within us, renewing the
strength we need for the
journey ahead.

What we often see as
empty places in our own
lives are not empty at all.
Sometimes they are the
very places where God
restores our strength,
deepens our faith, and
quietly prepares us
for the next part of the
journey, even when we
cannot yet see what lies
ahead.

Looking back now, I
realize the lesson of the
Sand Pond. Even when
the water had disap-
peared and the ground
looked dry and emp-
ty, it was still a good
place to be. Children
still laughed, the breeze
still moved through the
trees, and the sun still
warmed the earth. The

place had not lost its
beauty; it was simply
living through a differ-
ent season. Our lives
can be like that as well.
Even when the waters
seem low and the wil-
derness feels long, God
is still present — quietly
restoring our strength
and preparing us for
whatever comes next.
Sometimes we are sim-
ply waiting for the rain.
And even in that wait-
ing, God is already at
work within us.

Come to me, all you
who are weary and bur-
dened, and I will give
you rest. Matthew 11:28

Cheryl  Mixon-Cruce
is Pastor of Ochlockonee
Bay United Methodist
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist
Church.

OUT TO PASTOR

By JAMES SNYDER

For some reason, the
other week I thought of
my maternal grandfa-
ther, after whom I was
named.

He had a farm up in
the hills of Pennsylva-
nia, and when I would
visit, my cousins and I
would get together and
make fun of old grandpa.
I didn’t understand at
the time, but I'm begin-
ning to understand now.

Grandpa had more
pain in every part of his
body than anybody I
knew. Every time he got
up to walk, his knees
would creak. He had
pain in his hips, in his
back, and every part of
his body had some pain.
He limped as he walked.

My cousins and I
thought it was hilarious
because we didn’t know
about this thing called
pain. For the most part,
we thought he was act-
ing and trying to make
us laugh.

If that was his objec-
tive, he was very suc-
cessful. We were very
careful to laugh only
behind his back out of
due respect. After all,
he was our grandfather.

Just another pain in the neck

Now that he’s gone
and it’s been over 50
years since he died, I
can’t help but think
of his pain and how
he handled it day after
day. Thinking back, I
should’ve paid attention
to how he handled that
pain, but at the time, I
could not associate his
pain with me.

I did not know very
much about pain. I
didn’t have too much
pain as a young person.
I had what was called
a “boo-boo”, which was
hardly a pain. And I
must say, a lot of my
“boo-boos” were man-
ufactured. The reason
was that the medicine
for a “boo-boo” was ice
cream. The serious “boo-
boos” required chocolate
ice cream.

Whenever I was hun-
gry for ice cream, I would
make up some “boo-
boo,” and my mother al-
ways gave me the medi-
cine. That’s why I always
thought grandpa was
manufacturing his pain.
My only problem was
that I never could figure
out what his medicine
was for that pain.

It wasn'’t until recent-
ly that I began to appre-
ciate grandpa’s pain. It
started a few years ago
when I had a heart at-
tack. That was just the
beginning.

I'm at the point now
that when I wake up in
the morning, I make a
bet on which pain will be
first that day. My body
must've been listening
to me because whatev-
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er pain I chose, it was
always something other
than that.

Actually, I'm the kind
of person who does not
like to acknowledge my
pain. Yes, as a young
person, recognizing my
“boo-boo” was different.
That always involved ice
cream. But now, when I
have pain, I need to take
a pill.

Every pain in my body
needs a different pill, or
so my doctor says. And,
as you know, doctors are
always right. Just ask
The Gracious Mistress
of the Parsonage.

A few years back, I
was hit with shingles
on my right side. Fortu-
nately, I saw my doctor
within 24 hours and
modified the results ac-
cordingly. To this day, I
have pain in my right hip
and my knee.

The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage
told me that I need to
use a cane, because a
cane will make me able.

I thought about it and
realized what Cain had
done to Abel. I may have
pain, but I'm not stupid.

When she says that,
I smile at her and say,
“That’s OK my dear. I got

it all under control.” She
looks at me and laughs,
and I would rather deal
with her laugh than with
the pain I have.

The other week, I was
in the waiting room, and
as I was there, I looked
around. It must've been
my imagination, but I
seemed to be the young-
est person in that room.

Half a dozen of the
people there were using
walking canes. Most of
them were hobbling to
see the doctor. I've nev-
er seen such a crowd of
older people.

Then it hit me like a
pie in the face. Looking
at all of these old people
in that room with all
kinds of pain, I realized
that I fit in perfectly.
That really startled me
at the time.

Instead of seeing a
medical doctor, I need to
see a psychologist.

I was thinking, as I
looked around at the
people there, is there
a time when this pain
ends? How long do I
have to put up with
pain?

As I was thinking
about this [ remembered
a verse in the Bible that
addresses this.

Bonme@BonmetheLlfeCoach.com

“For I reckon that the
sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory
which shall be revealed
in us” (Romans 8:18).

As painful as my suf-
ferings are, they are only
temporary. One moment
in heaven and I won'’t re-
member any of my pain.
As I trust Jesus Christ
as my Lord and Saviour

my destiny is assured.

Dr. James L. Snyder
lives in Ocala with the
Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage. Telephone
1-352-216-3025, email
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.

SOpChOppy Sunday School
— United

Methodist
Church

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 850-962-251 |

9:45 a.m.
Worship ' a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

&

SUNDAY SERVICE...
10:17a.m.

850-926-7808 » 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordyville
In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

J

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church

Pastor Michael Hartley * Dcn. Dave Harris Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook

3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327
850 745-8359

Office Hours: Mon./Wed./Fri. 9:00am — 3:30pm

Pastor: Rev. Michael Hartley: office@seas.ptdiocese.org

Deacon David Harris ¢ E-Mail: dendoc@comcast.net

Masses: Saturday 5:00 pm ¢ Sunday 11:00 am
Monday, Thursday and Friday 8:30 am
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm

Rosary: Mon., Thurs. and Fri.
Wednesday 6:30 pm
Sunday 9:45 am

First Saturday: Mass at 9:00 am

Confessions: Every Saturday 9:30am — 10:30am

Saturdays 4:30 pm - 5:00 pm

' Or by appointment

Cemetery lots and
Cremain spaces available. ss0-745-8359

- after 8:30 Mass

850509-7630

or the Church Office at:
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Obituaries

THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, March 19, 2026 — Page 9

DEATH NOTICES

» Mary Alaska Brown, 91, of Spring Creek, died March 15, 2026.

« David Deater, 81, of Crawfordville, died February 22, 2026.

« Steven Farner, 80, of Rockville, Indiana, died March 7, 2026.

« Raymond Houston, 76, of Crawfordville, died March 10, 2026.

» Mary Ellen McKenzie Kratofil, 68, of Tallahassee, died March 8, 2026.

« Dollie Mason, 76, of Crawfordville, died March 11, 2026.

» Madge Matheson, 95, of Crawfordville, died March 13, 2026.

e Richard Lenell Sanders Sr., 74, of Crawfordville, died March 9, 2026.
« Alice Crosby Thompson, 89, of Sopchoppy, died March 16, 2026

Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-926-5919, www.familythc.com.

Sheriff's Report

This report is for ac-
tivity March 6 to 13.
There were 1,284 total
calls for service during
the week.

FRIDAY, MARCH 6

e A traffic stop was
conducted for tag at-
tached not assigned.
Further investigation
revealed the driver had
multiple suspensions
and was deemed a habit-
ual offender. The subject
advised the car was his
mom’s and he did not
know it had the wrong
tag. He was placed un-
der arrest and trans-
ported to the jail.

. Deputy  Austin
Rivers responded to
Walmart in reference to
Loss Prevention stating
that a subject passed
all points of sale with-
out paying for $68 worth
of items. After viewing
video footage, probable
cause existed to charge
this subject with petit

theft. The subject was is-
sued a Notice to Appear
and a Trespass Warning
and left the scene with-
out any further incident.

SATURDAY, MARCH 7

e Deputy Zachary
Godwin conducted a
traffic stop on a vehicle
for an expired registra-
tion. Contact was made
with the occupants of
the vehicle and proba-
ble cause was developed
to search the vehicle.
During a probable cause
search of the vehicle, a
small amount of mar-
ijuana was found and
seized for destruction.

SUNDAY, MARCH 8

* A citizen reported
the theft of jewelry from
her home. She believes
personnel with a clean-
ing company out of Tal-
lahassee is responsible
for the theft, but has no
proof. She is unsure at

this time if she wants to
press charges.

e Deputy Zachary
Godwin and Deputy Ai-
mee Hoagland respond-
ed to the 200 block of
Hilliardville Road in ref-
erence to citizens report-
ing that two unknown
vehicles were on the
property without per-
mission. The reporting
person stated he cap-
tured the vehicles and
suspects on his game
camera that was then
stolen by the suspects.
Through  investigative
measures, two possible
suspects were identified
in this case as well as
the suspect vehicles that
were used to commit the
theft.

MONDAY, MARCH 9

* A citizen came into
the Sheriff’s Office lobby
to report a stolen vehi-
cle. Contact was made
with the victim, who
advised he let his neph-
ew borrow a vehicle two
weeks ago and he has
yet to return it. Further
investigation revealed he

has reached out to the
subject via phone on nu-
merous occasions with
no response. Based on
this a warrant request
will be sought after.

e Lt. Michael Alex-
ander conducted a traf-
fic stop on a vehicle in
the 800 block of Spring
Creek Highway for un-
lawful speed. Contact
was made with the driv-
er who advised she was
traveling from Marietta
to Shell Point and was
tired. Upon further in-
vestigation, she admit-
ted to consuming a beer
earlier in the evening.
Due to the statement
and the slurring of her
words, a DUI investi-
gation was conducted.
She refused to submit
to field sobriety tests,
however, her breath test
indicated she was over
the legal limit upon her
arrival at the Wakulla

County Jail. She was
subsequently charged
with DUL

TUESDAY, MARCH 10

e Deputy Jonathan

Kilbourn responded to

Walmart in reference
to a theft. A male and
female were observed

passing the final point of
sale with $110.44 of un-
paid merchandise.

WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 11

* A subject was ob-
served operating a ve-
hicle who is known by
deputies not to have a
valid license which was
confirmed by dispatch.
The driver was taken
into custody and trans-
ported to the jail.

* Deputy Ian Kilbourn
responded to the 1600
block of Coastal High-
way in reference to a
subject vandalizing the
residence owned by the
reporting party. Due to
conflicting statements,
probable cause could
not be established for an
arrest.

THURSDAY, MARCH
12

e A citizen in the 300
block of Otter Creek

Road called in refer-
ence to a found property
complaint. Contact was
made with the reporting
person, who discovered
a wallet in the roadway
of Highway 319. The
owner of the proper-
ty appears to reside in
Leon County. The prop-
erty was impounded for
safekeeping.

FRIDAY, MARCH 13

* Contact was made
with Walmart Asset Pro-
tection, who advised
they observed a white
female failing to scan
multiple items at the
self-checkout area. The
suspect was observed
placing multiple un-
scanned items inside
her grocery bags via sur-
veillance video. She was
subsequently placed
under arrest and trans-
ported to the Wakulla
County Jail.

Report suspicious or
illegal activity at 850-
745-7100, or call 911 for
emergencies.

Screening of film focusing on menopause set for March 26

Special to The Sun

Radiant Image Health
will host a free com-
munity screening of the
documentary The M Fac-
tor: Before the Pause on
Thursday, March 26 at
6 p.m. at the Wakulla
County Public Library.

The film highlights
the impact of perimeno-
pause and menopause
on women’s health and
aims to bring awareness
to a stage of life that af-
fects every woman but is
often misunderstood or
overlooked in tradition-
al healthcare settings.
Many women experience
symptoms such as fa-
tigue, sleep disturbanc-
es, weight gain, brain fog,
anxiety, and hormonal
changes during this time
but may struggle to find
clear answers or support.

The event is designed
to provide education,
conversation, and con-
nection for women in the
community who want to
better understand what
is happening in their
bodies during this phase
of life.

Following the screen-
ing, attendees will have
the opportunity to par-
ticipate in an open
discussion and con-
nect with several local
women-owned wellness
businesses that sup-
port women’s health and
wellbeing.

The event is hosted by
Jessi Oxendine, FNP-C,
owner and founder of
Radiant Image Health in
Crawfordville. Radiant
Image Health focuses
on a comprehensive and
integrative approach to
care, combining the best
of conventional and func-
tional medicine to help
women better under-
stand and optimize their
health.

“At Radiant Image,
we take the time to look
deeper at what is hap-
pening in the body,” Ox-
endine said. “Our goal is
to provide women with
answers and a personal-
ized plan for their health
rather than simply man-
aging symptoms. We go
way beyond just a pre-
scription “.

Oxendine hopes

6:00PM Screening & Conversation
Wakulla Co. Library| Q CRAWFORDVILLE, FL

A LM BY WOMEN N THE ROOM PRODUCTIONS AND TAKE FIGHT PRODUCTIONS

the event will encour-
age open conversations
about women’s hormonal
health and help attend-
ees feel more informed,
supported, and empow-

ered.

“This film brings atten-
tion to a topic that many

women experience but

rarely talk about,” she
said. “My hope is that it
helps women realize they
are not alone and that
there are resources and

support available right
here in our community.”

The event is free and
open to the public,
though attendees are
encouraged to register in
advance to help organiz-
ers plan seating.

For more information
or to reserve a seat, visit
Radiant Image Health
online or follow Radiant
Image Health on social
media.

BRIAN C.
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USE THE NEWS

1. THE ACADEMY
AWARD GOES TO...

At the 98th Acade-
my Awards, the mov-
ie “One Battle After
Another” won best
picture, and its di-
rector, Paul Thom-
as Anderson, finally
earned his first Os-
car after many years
of making admired
films. Michael B.
Jordan won best ac-
tor for playing twin
brothers in “Sin-
ners,” while Jessie
Buckley won best ac-
tress for “Hamnet.”
Another big moment
came when Autumn
Durald Arkapaw be-
came the first wom-
an ever to win the
Oscar for cinema-
tography. The cer-
emony celebrated
movies, music, and
creativity, while also
honoring people in
Hollywood who had
died. It was a night
filled with cheering,
emotional speeches,
and important firsts.
Imagine you are a kid
reporter covering the
Academy Awards for
a school news show.
In 4 to 6 sentenc-
es, describe which
award win or historic
moment you would
choose as the biggest
news of the night
and explain why it
stands out to you.
Be sure to include at
least two details from
the story, such as
who won, what mov-
ie they were honored
for, or why the mo-
ment was important.
Then add 1 to 2 more
sentences describing
one award you would
invent for movies,
such as funniest
scene, best animal
character, or most
exciting ending, and
explain what kind of
film should win it.

2. THE HIDDEN
MUSIC OF
EVERYDAY LIFE

There is a kind of
music called “sync
music” that many
people hear every day
without even notic-
ing it. It plays in tele-
vision shows, com-
mercials, YouTube
videos, social media
clips, and even pod-
casts because it is
made to match video
and help set a mood.
Some of this mu-
sic is simple back-
ground sound, but
other sync songs are
created by talented
composers and sing-
ers who work quick-
ly to fit a scene just
right. This kind of
music has become a
huge part of the mu-
sic business, helping
many artists earn a
living. Even though
people may not know
the song names, they
are hearing sync

music almost every-
where. Imagine a si-
lent video clip of your
choice, such as a
baking video, a soc-
cer highlight, a pet
video, or a scene from
a reality show. Write
a short soundtrack
plan explaining what
kind of music should
play in the begin-
ning, middle, and
end of the clip. De-
scribe how the mu-
sic  would change
the mood from one
part to another and
explain why those
sound choices would
help the viewer un-
derstand what is
happening.

3. DOGS HELP
WRITERS DREAM
BIG

Many famous au-
thors say dogs help
them write by keep-
ing them company,
making them laugh,
and sometimes even
inspiring new ideas.

like Alice
Hoffman, Isabel Al-
lende, Roxane Gay,
Amy Tan, and Paul
Yoon shared sto-
ries about the dogs
who sit beside them
while they work, fol-
low them around the
house, or even seem
to listen when they
talk through their
ideas. Some dogs
are calm and cuddly,
while others are silly,
demanding, or full
of energy. The writ-
ers said their dogs
help them feel less
lonely and more con-
nected to the world.
For some of them,
their pets have even
helped shape the
stories and char-
acters they create.
Write a short jour-
nal entry from the
point of view of a dog
who lives with an au-
thor. Describe what
the dog sees each
day while the writer
works, what the dog
thinks the human is

Writers

doing, and how the
dog “helps” with the
job. Try to make the
journal entry sound
playful and full of
personality.

4. ICELAND’S MAN
WHO FIGHTS LAVA

In Iceland, a fire-
fighter named Hel-
gi Hjorleifsson has
helped lead an un-
usual effort to protect
people and import-
ant places from flow-
ing lava. When erup-
tions began near the
town of Grindavik,
workers built giant
barriers and sprayed
water on the lava
to cool it and slow
it down. Some peo-
ple thought the plan
sounded impossible,
but it helped protect

a power plant, the
Blue Lagoon, and
many houses. Hel-

gi’s work is danger-
ous and tiring, but
he says it is import-
ant to keep trying,
even when a problem
seems too big. Now,
with another erup-

LA

WAKULLA

SCHOOL DISTRICT

tion possibly coming,
he is preparing to do
it all again. Draw and
label a simple safe-
ty diagram or map
showing how people
tried to protect the
town from lava. In-
clude the volcano,
the flowing lava, the
barriers, the hoses or
pumps, and the plac-
es they were trying
to save. Then write
a short explanation
telling how each part
of the plan worked
and why cooling lava
was such a difficult
job.

5. BUMBLEBEE
QUEENS CAN
SURVIVE
UNDERWATER

Scientists have
discovered that
queen bumblebees
can survive under-
water for as long as
a week while they are
in diapause, a hiber-
nation-like  resting
state during the cold
months. This is im-
portant because the
underground plac-

es where they spend
winter can fill with
water from rain or
melting snow. Re-
searchers found
that even underwa-
ter, the bees still
use oxygen and re-
lease carbon dioxide,
which means they
are somehow able to
breathe while sub-
merged. Their bodies
slow down so much
during diapause that
they need very little
energy to stay alive.
This surprising dis-
covery may help sci-
entists learn more
about how bees sur-
vive winter and how
many bee species
may share this spe-
cial ability. Pretend
you are making a
“Did You Know?” sci-
ence card for a class-
room display about
this discovery. Write
a short paragraph
explaining the most
surprising fact you
learned about the
queen bumblebees
and why it matters.

Crossword Puzzle

The collapsible
version of this device
was made popular by
Parisian merchant
Jean Marius in the
early 18th century.

pjleIguIN Jemsuy

6. Widely admired

7. A sea eagle

8. Opposite of stand
9. State of atmosphere

ACROSS DOWN
1. Rainy day tool 1. Positive notion
5. Incorporated 2. Most rain

3. Sport with netted

stick

4. Means or skill
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THIS
DAY IN
HISTORY

17

L/
1861: The Kingdom
of Italy is
proclaimed.

1958: The United
States launches the
first solar-powered
satellite.

1966: Off the coast
of Spain in the
Mediterranean, a
submarine finds a
missing American
hydrogen bomb.

part of an
umbrella that
slides up and
down

4° How the

ou

Get the KON

)9

e sa
that iny

English: Rain
Spanish: Liuvia
Italian: Pioggia
French: Pluie
German: Regen

PIC

TURE?

'Dld 9

A vented canopy on an
umbrella is an extra layer that
allows air to pass through. This
helps to prevent the wind

' from carrying larger

LU“ umbrellas away.

can yo
the bigger pictureis?

uguess what
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CLASSIFIEDS MARKET

HOME OF THE $2Y CLASSIFIED AD  DISPLAY ADS

UP TO 20 WORDS

- PER
CoL

. ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WOR\INCH

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classifieds@thewakullasun.com
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S @
[*7) e
Lori L. Lewis a =

Chief Executive Officer

Mental Health/Medical Billing

sendmethebillLLC @gmail.com
Cell 717-413-6761

Fax 717-256-7199
www.SendMeTheBill.net

1037 Gulf Shore Blvd.
Alligator Point, FL 32346

Installation Services: ForR QUALITY
Hardwood Engineered AND SERVICE
Floating Flooring THAT WILL
Glue Downs Laminate V FLOOR

Nail Downs & Vinyl
FREE Estimate
850745-8723 € LHFQuality

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com

7 YOU $\]
Call Today for youry(' A y&\}

Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292

SchatzmanSusan @gmail.com

TOWN & COUNTRY

Massages, Facials,
Body Treatments

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing
www.SunraysSpa.com

2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

=
Crawfordville FL 32327

Sunrays Spa 850-745-6422

Follow us on [}

Relax Revive Rejuvenate MM43237

Gene
FARM Lambert
BUREAU N
INSURANCE gency
Manager
FARM BUREAU INSURANCE
of Wakulla County

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM
2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition

850-933-8505 ..

FREE ESTIMATES

Listing Properties for
Sale or Manage!

Email or Text Me
Carol Ann@LarsonPark.com
LarsonPark.com

850-566-9293 e [.ocal In-Person Service
Licensed

& Insured 3 0 + ggﬁiﬁcﬁ:

= |
ORGOTTEN COAST
TRACTOR SERVICE LLC
Travis Playton
850.273.9101
text or call
Skid Steer Mowing Land Clearing
Concrete Removal Grading
Demolition Driveways

= W\ Carol Ann
LS Williams

Broker Associate,-

. WOOpD POT RPEPAIRS
- DECK RPESTOPRATION
. CABINET PAINTING

= ARG |
DAENTING |
bz/‘lj_mmwm*“‘"“ i

ANEWLOOKPAINT ING.NET

. 850 926 2400

smct |993

Ity Owned
lz%zerated N

rving ‘Wakulla
Ele'm\mdmg Countie!

Since 1993

“llm Porter & Todd Por ter

LICENSED & INSURED WANT TO BE YOUR PAINTER|

¥
(L !arson Park Realty
Commercial & Residential

Realtor®

Vecteezy.com

SERVICES TREE TRIMMING
LEATHER REPAIR / TREE TRIMMING
REFURBISH and REMOVAL
850-766-4562 24 HOUR
www.allcornleather.com EMERGENCY SERVICES

John Allcorn Leather « Storm Damage
* Tree Preservation
Michael Mongeon
ISA Certified Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment

Qualified 850-421-8104

¥

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack
Also — Custom Products

STORAGE

ABC
STORAGE

Mini-Warehouses - Boats - RV’s

519-5128  508-5177 - 3743 Crawfordville Hwy
2 MILES SOUTH OF THE COURTHOUSE

NOTICE OF FICTITIOUS NAME

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice under Fictitious Name Law, pursuant to Section 856.09, Florida
Statutes. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, Jeffrey &
Brooke Young, desiring to engage in business under the fictitious name of
YOUNG’S TIMELESS TRAVELS
Located at 438 Hickorywood Drive, Crawfordville, FL 32327
In the County of Wakulla
Intends to register the said name with the Division of Corporation of the
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.
Published on March 19, 2026

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice under Fictitious Name Law, pursuant to Section 856.09, Florida
Statutes. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, Kirsten Bates,
desiring to engage in business under the fictitious name of
THE DOGGO COMPANY & MORE!

Located at 9 WF Magers Rd Crawfordville, FL 32327
In the County of Wakulla
Intends to register the said name with the Division of Corporation of the
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Published on March 19, 2026

NOTICE OF SALE

0319-0326 TWS NOS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:
Notice is hereby given that on Wednesday, April 1st, 2026 at 9:00
a.m. the following vessel may be sold at public sale at 85 Harbour
Point Drive, Crawfordville, Florida 32327 for the amount owed on the
vessel to satisfy the lien for storage charges and any administrative
fees allowed pursuant to Florida Statue 713.585.

Sailboat 33’ Morgan. Vin# MRY02358M79H-333

The name, address and telephone number and public sale location of
the marina claiming the lien for unpaid charges is Shell Point Harbor
Marina 85 Harbour Point Drive, Crawfordville Florida 32327, 850-544-
5658. The customer or person claiming an interest, or a lien may
redeem the vessel by satisfying the amount due in cash on or before
the sale date and time. The customer or person claiming an interest or
lien on a vessel may file a demand for hearing with the Clerk of Court
in Wakulla County where the vessel is held to determine whether the
vessel has been wrongfully taken or withheld from him or her. At any
time before the date of sale, a customer or person of record claiming
a lien on the vessel may post a cash payment or Surety bond in the
amount stated on the invoice with the Clerk of Circuit Court where the
disputed transaction occurred. March 19, 26, 2026

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

0312-0319 TWS NTC STEVEN KEITH WILSON

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
FILE NO. 2026 CP 16

IN RE: ESTATE OF

STEVEN KEITH WILSON,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of Steven Keith Wilson, deceased, whose date of death
was November 9, 2025, is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, Florida, Probate
Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327. The
names and addresses of the personal representative and the personal representative’s at-
torney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands against dece-
dent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file their claims
with this court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY
OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands against
decedent’s estate must file their claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

The personal representative has no duty to discover whether any property held at the time
of the decedent’s death by the decedent or the decedent’s surviving spouse is property to
which the Florida Uniform Disposition of Community Property Rights at Death Act as de-
scribed in ss. 732.216-732.228, applies, or may apply, unless a written demand is made by a
creditor as specified under s. 732.2211, Florida Statutes.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA STATUTES
SECTION 733.702 WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2)
YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice is March 12, 2026.

Attorney for Personal Representative:
/s/Kandace E. Rudd

E-Mail Addresses:
Kandace@mclawgroup.com
danielle@mclawgroup.com

Florida Bar No. 1003917

Waldoch & McConnaughhay, PA.
1632 Metropolitan Circle
Tallahassee, FL 32308

Telephone: 850-385-1246

fsx( Swﬂwjm jxg\

Cﬂeawug Sewice
850-212-2908

Servicing the
surrounding area Since 2017

¢ Licensed ¢ Owner operated e Serving Surrounding Counties

Personal Representative:
Stephanie Lynn Wilson
175 Tarpine Drive
Panacea, FL 32346

March 12, 19, 2026

NOTICE OF ACTION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT INAND
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

SOUTHERN ACRES HOLDINGS LLC, ~ Case No.: 25000174CAAXMX
PLAINTIFF,

<

BERNADETTE M. ARNOLD AND SHARON MCCLENDON,
DEFENDANTS.
NOTICE OF ACTION
To: BERNADETTE M. ARNOLD, and all others claiming by, through and
under BERNADETTE M. ARNOLD and SHARON MCCLENDON, and
all others claiming by, through and under SHARON MCCLENDON
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to quiet the title on the following real
property in Wakulla County, Florida:
Commence at a point marking the Southeast corner of the North-
east Quarter of Lot 59 of the Hartsfield survey of Lands in Wakulla
County, Florida, also being the Southwest corner of the Northwest
Quarter of Lot 54 of the Hartsfield survey of Lands in Wakulla Coun-
ty, Florida, thence run North 16 degrees 59 minutes 01 seconds
West 347.28 feet to an iron pipe lying on the East boundary of said
Lot 59 (as monumented), said point marking the POINT OF BEGIN-
NING. From said POINT OF BEGINNING run North 17 degrees 10
minutes 19 seconds West along said East boundary (as monument-
ed) 1,068.51 feet to an iron pipe, lying on the Southerly right of way
boundary of Shadeville Road/ State Road No. 61; thence leaving
said East boundary run South 69 degrees 59 minutes 46 seconds
West along said Southerly right of way boundary 431.30 feet to an
iron pipe; thence leaving said Southerly right of way boundary run
South 04 degrees 13 minutes 33 seconds West 1,125.98 feet to an
iron pipe; thence run North 72 degrees 44 minutes 56 seconds East
841.58 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING.
The above said parcel being those same lands as described in Offi-
cial Records Book 162, Page 760 of the Public Records of Wakulla
County, Florida.
alk/a Shadeville Rd, Crawfordville, FL 32327/Parcel ID: 00-00-059-
000-10044-000
has been filed against you and you are required to serve a copy of your
written defenses, if any, to it on J.D. Manzo, of Manzo & Associates, P.A.,
Plaintiff's attorney, whose address is 4767 New Broad Street, Orlando, FL
32814, telephone number (407) 514-2692, on or before April 18, 2026, and
file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service on Plaintiff's
attorney or immediately thereafter; otherwise a default will be entered against
you for the relief demanded in the Complaint or petition.
DATED this 9th day of March, 2026.

{{County Court Seal}} .

Greg James ch‘ <
As Clerk of the Court L-I
Wakulla County, Florida oo LT
By: /s/ Rachel Howard  “c+ c0°

As Deputy Clerk March 19, 26, April 2, 9, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PAFFORD PROPERTIES & Case No.: 2026-CA-000010
CONSTRUCTION, LLC, AFLORIDA LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY,
PLAINTIFF,

V.

HELEN L. HOWARD, IF ALIVE, AND IF DECEASED, UNKNOWN POUSES,
HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, CREDITORS, ASSIGNS, AND ALL THER
PARTIES CLAIMING BY THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST HER,
DEFENDANTS.
NOTICE OF ACTION
To: HELEN L. HOWARD; if alive, and if deceased, unknown spouses,
heirs, devisees, grantees, creditors, assigns, and all other parties
claiming by through, under or against her.

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Complaint for Quiet Title on the following
property in Wakulla County, Florida:

LOT FOURTEEN (14), BLOCK “M”, MAGNOLIA GARDENS, AS PER

PLAT OF SAID SUBDIVISION RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE

37, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.

Wakulla County Parcel ID No. 00-00-078-013-11217-000

Address: Melody Lane, Crawfordville, FL
has been filed against you and others, and you are required to serve a copy
of your written defenses, if any, to it on ANDREW J. POWER, ESQUIRE,
SMITH, THOMPSON, SHAW, COLON & POWER, P.A., Plaintiff's attorneys,
3520 Thomasville Road, Fourth Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32309-3469, no
more than thirty (30) days from the first publication date of this Notice of
Action, and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service
on Plaintiff's attorneys or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a default will be
entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition.
WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Crawfordville, Florida 24th day
of February, 2026.

{{County Court Seal}} £\
Greg James M
As Clerk of the Court | CLERK
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Ethan Brown

As Deputy Clerk March 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

STATE WIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Home Improvement/Service =~ Medical

PROTECT YOUR HOME
from pests safely and afford-
ably. Roaches, Bed Bugs,

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! Re-
duce premiums and out-of-

Rodent, Termite, Spiders and
other pests. Locally owned and
affordable. Call for a quote or
inspection today 1-833-542-
1732 Have zip code of property
ready when calling!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Af-
fordable prices - No payments
for 18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 1-833-754-2465

Miscellaneous

Donate your vehicle to help find
missing children and prevent
abduction. Fast free pickup,
running or not, 24 hr response.
No emission test required,
maximum tax deduction. Sup-
port Find the Children, call:
1-833-546-7050.

Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Discover
Oxygen Therapy That Moves
with You with Inogen Portable
Oxygen Concentrators. FREE
information kit. Call 1-833-
661-3729

Attention: VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! A cheaper alterna-
tive to high drugstore prices! 50
Pill Special - Only $99! 100%
guaranteed. £CALL NOW:
1-877-349-1243

pocket costs while getting the
coverage you need! Call now
for a competitive free quote.
1-877-351-3442.  Plus... In-
come based government subsi-
dies are available for those that
qualify!

Wanted to Buy

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,
GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. These brands only! Call
for a quote: 1-833-641-0211

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s!
Looking for 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos.
These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-6789

We Buy Houses for Cash AS-
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy process: Call,
get cash offer and get paid. Call
today for your fair cash offer:
1-321-603-3026
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NOTICE OF ACTION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PAFFORD PROPERTIES & Case No.: 2026-CA-000008
CONSTRUCTION, LLC, AFLORIDA LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY,
PLAINTIFF,
V.
RICHARD F. CRAWFORD, IF ALIVE, AND IF DECEASED, UNKNOWN
SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, CREDITORS, ASSIGNS,
AND ALL OTHER PARTIES CLAIMING BY THROUGH, UNDER OR
AGAINST HIM,
DEFENDANTS.
NOTICE OF ACTION
To: RICHARD F. CRAWFORD; if alive, and if deceased, unknown spous-
es, heirs, devisees, grantees, creditors, assigns, and all other par-
ties claiming by through, under or against him.

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Complaint for Quiet Title on the following prop-
erty in Wakulla County, Florida:

LOT NUMBERED SEVENTY-TWO (72) IN BLOCK SEVEN (7) OF

WAKULLA GARDENS UNIT TWO, AS SHOWN BY PLAT OF SAID

SUBDIVISION OF RECORD ON PAGE 42 PLAT BOOK NO. ONE OF

THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.

Wakulla County Parcel ID No. 00-00-034-009-08497-000

Address: Chanook Trail, Crawfordville, FL
has been filed against you and others, and you are required to serve a copy
of your written defenses, if any, to it on ANDREW J. POWER, ESQUIRE,
SMITH, THOMPSON, SHAW, COLON & POWER, PA., Plaintiffs attorneys,
3520 Thomasville Road, Fourth Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32309-3469, no
more than thirty (30) days from the first publication date of this Notice of
Action, and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service
on Plaintiffs attorneys or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a default will be
entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition.
WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Crawfordville, Florida 27th day
of February, 2026.
{{County Court Seal}}

g Xug,
Greg James Co 7
As Clerk of the Court L CuRe
Wakulla County, Florida K

By: /s/ Ethan Brown

As Deputy Clerk March 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PAFFORD PROPERTIES & Case No.: 2026-CA-000009
CONSTRUCTION, LLC, AFLORIDA LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY,
PLAINTIFF,
V.
EMMA M. ROBINSON, IF ALIVE, AND IF DECEASED, UNKNOWN
SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, CREDITORS, ASSIGNS,
AND ALL OTHER PARTIES CLAIMING BY THROUGH, UNDER OR
AGAINST HER,
DEFENDANTS.
NOTICE OF ACTION
To: EMMA M. ROBINSON,; if alive, and if deceased, unlrnown spouses,
heirs, devisees, grantees, creditors, assigns, and all other parties
claiming by through, under or against her

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Complaint for Quiet Title on the following prop-
erty in Wakulla County, Florida:

LOT THIRTY-SEVEN (37), BLOCK “1”, MAGNOLIA GARDENS, AS

PER PLAT OF SAID SUBDIVISION RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1,

PAGE 37, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY,

FLORIDA.

Wakulla County Parcel ID No. 00-00-078-013-11068-000

Address: Lance Lane, Crawfordville, FL
has been filed against you and others, and you are required to serve a copy
of your written defenses, if any, to it on ANDREW J. POWER, ESQUIRE,
SMITH, THOMPSON, SHAW, COLON & POWER, P.A., Plaintiffs attorneys,
3520 Thomasville Road, Fourth Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32309-3469, no
more than thirty (30) days from the first publication date of this Notice of
Action, and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service
on Plaintiffs attorneys or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a default will be
entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition.
WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Crawfordville, Florida 27th day
of February, 2026.

{{County Court Seal}} U 5

Greg James co 7
As Clerk of the Court CLERK -
Wakulla County, Florida %’S’UTT-CQ&

By: /s/ Ethan Brown

As Deputy Clerk March 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

0319-0326 TWS NOFS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC, CASE NO. 25000112CAAXMX
Plaintiff,

vS.

ALANDRIA BELINDA ROBINSON A/K/A ALANDRIA ROBINSON A/K/A
ALANDRIAPETTIS, ETAL.,

Defendants

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to the Final Judgment and/or Order
Rescheduling Foreclosure Sale, entered in Case No. 25000112CAAXMX of
the Circuit Court of the SECOND Judicial Circuit, in and for Wakulla County,
Florida, wherein PennyMac Loan Services, LLC is the Plaintiff and Alandria
Belinda Robinson a/k/a Alandria Robinson a/k/a Alandria Pettis; GoodLeap,
LLC; United States of America on behalf of the U.S Department of Agriculture
are the Defendants, that | will sell to the highest and best bidder for cash at,
the front door of the courthouse, 3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville,
FL 32327, beginning at 11:00 AM on the 7th day of May, 2026, the following
described property as set forth in said Final Judgment, to wit:

LOT 12, COMMODORE COMMONS, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT

THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 3, PAGES 99, OF THE

PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.

TAXID: R 00-00-076-275-10250-12A

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than
the property owner as of the date of the lis pendens must file a claim before the
clerk reports the surplus as unclaimed.

Dated this 13th day of March, 2026.

{{County Court Seal}} &
Greg James o'l
As Clerk of the Court —CuRe
By: /s/ Rachel Howard K

As Deputy Clerk

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order
to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the
provision of certain assistance. Please contact Susan Wilson, ADA Coor-
dinator, at 850.606.4401, 301 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, FL 32301at
least 7 days before your scheduled court appearance, or immediately upon
receiving this notification if the time before the scheduled appearance is less
than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711. March 19, 26, 2026

i ‘ — — PLLC — —
A CONCIERGE COUNSELOR
Local Wakulla Attorney ~ Resident & Neighbor ~

-

Sean W. Gellis, Esq '+ -
Founder & Managing Member _ |

[]561-371-2848 / 2931 Crawforduilie Hwy.

@ Sean@gellislaw.com
> www.GellisLaw.com

NOTICE OF ACTION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN'AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVILDIVISION

U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL Case No.: 25000176CAAXMX

ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT

SOLELY AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR RCAF ACQUISITION TRUST,

PLAINTIFF,

V.

THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, GRANTEES,

ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL OTHERS

WHO MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF MARGARET J.

MIDGETTE, DECEASED, ET. AL.,

DEFENDANT(s).

NOTICE OF ACTION- CONSTRUCTIVE SERVICE

TO: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, GRANTEES,

ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL OTHERS

WHO MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF MARGARET J.

MIDGETTE, DECEASED,

whose residence is unknown if he/she/they be living; and if he/she/they

be dead, the unknown defendants who may be spouses, heirs, devisees,

grantees, assignees, lienors, creditors, trustees, and all parties claiming an

interest by, through, under or against the Defendants, who are not known to

be dead or alive, and all parties having or claiming to have any right, title or

interest in the property described in the mortgage being foreclosed herein.

TO: DONALD FORD,

whose residence is unknown and all parties having or claiming to have any

right, title or interest in the property described in the mortgage being fore-

closed herein.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose a mortgage on

the following property:
COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE NORTHEAST
QUARTER OF SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 5 SOUTH, RANGE 2 WEST,
WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA AND RUN THENCE EAST ALONG
THE SOUTH BOUNDARY OF SAID NORTHEAST QUARTER A DIS-
TANCE OF 1,634 FEET TO A POINT INTERSECTON THE WEST LINE
OF A 50 FOOT STREET, THENCE RUN NORTH ALONG THE WEST
LINE OF SAID STREET AND PARALLEL WITH THE WEST BOUND-
ARY OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 23 A DIS-
TANCE OF 500 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. FROM SAID
POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTINUE NORTH ALONG THE WEST LINE
OF SAID STREET AND PARALLEL WITH THE WEST BOUNDARY
OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 23 A DISTANCE OF
110 FEET TO A POINT INTERSECTING THE SOUTH LINE OF JER-
BE-LOU BOULEVARD, THENCE RUN WEST ALONG THE SOUTH
BOUNDARY OF SAID BOULEVARD AND PARALLEL TO THE SOUTH
BOUNDARY OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 23
A DISTANCE OF 240 FEET, THENCE RUN SOUTH AND PARALLEL
WITH THE WEST BOUNDARY OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF
SECTION 23 A DISTANCE OF 110 FEET, AND THENCE RUN EAST
PARALLEL WITH THE SOUTH BOUNDARY OF THE NORTHEAST
QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 23 A DISTANCE OF 240 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING 0.67 ACRES, MORE OR LESS,
AND BEING SITUATE IN THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECAON
23, TOWNSHIP 5 SOUTH, RANGE 2 WEST, WAKULLA COUNTY,
FLORIDA, AND BEING THE SAME PROPERTY AS OTHERWISE DE-
SCRIBED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 106, PAGE 226 OF THE
PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.

has been filed against you and you are required to serve a copy of your

written defenses, if any, to it on counsel for Plaintiff, whose address is 6409

Congress Ave., Suite 100, Boca Raton, Florida 33487 on or before April 11,

2026 (30 days from Date of First Publication of this Notice) and file the orig-

inal with the clerk of this court either before service on Plaintiffs attorney or

immediately thereafter; otherwise a default will be entered against you for the

relief demanded in the complaint or petition filed herein.

WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Wakulla County, Florida 5th day

of March, 2026.

{{County Court Seal}}

EKU
Greg James o'l
As Clerk of the Court CLERK
. 0 of £ 'HH ~
Wakulla County, Florida %"’T, =

By: /s/ Rachel Howard
As Deputy Clerk

CROSSWORD

March 12, 19, 2026

CLUES ACROSS 28. A cargo (abbr.)

1. Inclined to do 30. Ammunition

4 Sketcl?e; hronicl 31. You get one in summer
I%BBOO of Chronicles 34. Slang for trucks with
(abbr.) trailers

11. Atomic #58 36. Swiss river

12, Dor11111 official d 37. Exchange rate
14. Small Eurasian deer 39. British School

15. Soutll(lerr’l constellation 40. College teacher
16. Workers' groups 41. Foreign Service

18. Former
42. H
22. Excellent 48. Cgs iog?f;r
23. Romance language related 5 A calt or ester of boric
to Spanish acid
24. Reference 51. Mocking
26. Equally 52. One who bird-watches

27. Dirty towels

53. Concluding passage
2 3

www.thewakullasun.com

40 ACRES

FOR SALE

D. E. BILLINGSLEY

LIC. REAL ESTATE BROKER

850-510-3309

www.debillingsley.com

/ N
Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

50 Years

Experience
Since 1975

By Appointment
Only

el

850-443-5901

Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you
square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works: Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each
row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

8lole]v]Z]s]t]e]6 0
clze|r|elzlv|o]s
v[s[t|elol6lz]e]z
c(r(slol6lvlclz|Z
zlelzfels[+Iol6]"
alelv|zlzlelelst
Ll r Please
NEEBEEBAE
NEBBEBEBNE RGCVCIG
54. A major diViSiOI’l Of geo- 13. Flowerlng plant Of the

logical time legume family

55. Sodium 17. Inches per minute (abbr.)
56. A t d 19. Tropical fruit

58. So‘:ﬁy o procuee 20. Hot fluid beneath the

59. Laughed loudly and earth’s crust .

harshly 21. James __, painter

25. Popular dessert

29. Payment (abbr.)

31. Cuisine style

32. Genus of true flies

33. City in western France
35. Arrogance

38. One holding a position of
command

41. Weekday

43. An evening party

60. Affirmative

CLUES DOWN
1. Moth species phalonidia

2. Quantum of energy

3. Break the law

4. Location of White House

5. Official cancellation of a
decision

6. Where rockers work 44. Print errors
7. Cut of beef: __mignon 45. Not good
8. Nocturnal burrowing 46. Egyptian Sun god
reptile 47. East German town
9. Atomic #62 49. Olfactory property
12. Genus of evergreen sub- 56. fxtOl’l’llC ﬁ37 ]
57. “Pollock” actor Harris

shrubs

4 5 6
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FLORIDA LEGAL NOTICES
AVAILABLE ONLINE IN
ONE CONVENIENT LOCATION

Thousands of legal notice advertisements published weekly
online in one convenient, searchable database - and at no added
cost to taxpayers, local government, or attorneys.

If yours are missing, contact membership@flpress.com or your
local newspaper.

FLORIDAPUBLICNOTICES.COM
Afree service of the Florida Press Assaciation and your local newspaper

. WAKULLA COUNTY/CITY OF ST. MARKS &

PUBLIC NOTICES:

For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla Sun provides

this Public Notice Section for all Public Notices not
published in the Legal Notice section of the newspaper.
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WAKULLA
COUNTY

COMMUNITY RATING SYSTEM PROGRESS REPORT March 11, 2026

WAKULLA
COUNTY

On October 29, 1999, the Wakulla County Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners adopted the Local Mitigation Strategy
(LMS) as the County’s Community Rating System (CRS)
Floodplain Management Plan. Once every five years, the
LMS must be evaluated to assess what should be revised
in the plan to ensure that it is up to date and compliant with
federal and state requirements. This plan has been updated as
required over the years by the LMS Steering Committee (a
volunteer workgroup). The current LMS was adopted by the
City of St. Marks Council on March 11, 2021, and approved
by the Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners on
April 5,2021. The revised LMS was reviewed and approved
by state and federal agencies on May 4, 2021, which places
its expiration in 2026. The LMS Working Group has been
working on an updated LMS that is currently under review
with FDEM.

The LMS contains a list of projects that can be utilized to
assist Wakulla County (County) and the City of St. Marks
(City) in reducing their risk and vulnerability to known
hazards. This list is routinely updated by the LMS Work-
ing Group, and the current version of this list contains 79
projects. Nine projects were completed and six projects were
removed if they were not viable or feasible from the 2025
project list.

The first two projects seek to improve stormwater drainage
in Panacea through a drainage study and associated drainage
improvements. The County has conducted an elevation sur-
vey of local roads on the east side of Panacea from Bottoms
Road to Levy Bay Road to facilitate these projects. Both
components of this project have been included in the Adopt-
ed Infrastructure Plan.

The replacement and elevation of the Sopchoppy River
Bridge on Highway 375, Smith Creek Road, is the next pri-
ority item. Funding is being sought to replace and elevate
this critical infrastructure. The fourth-ranked project is for
stormwater mitigation in the Wakulla Gardens subdivision.
To date, a stormwater study for the Wakulla Gardens sub-
division has been completed, and construction plans for six
flood basins in the subdivision are also complete. Stormwa-
ter improvements are currently being made in this subdivi-
sion in conjunction with central sewer expansions and road
improvements.

The next several projects pertain to sewer infrastructure.
Project five seeks to upgrade and expand the entire county-
wide sewer system and better protect it from flood-induced
impacts.

Several septic-to-sewer projects have been completed over
the past year and additional phases of septic-to-sewer proj-
ects are slated to be designed, engineered, and constructed
over the next five years. Projects six through sixteen on the
LMS Projects List involve the raising and waterproofing of
electrical panels located in the Special Flood Hazard Areas
to prevent stormwater intrusion. These improvements are
proposed at the following sewer lift stations: Number 1 — 7,
10, 11, 28, and 30. Two lift stations were improved in the
past year. Thus far, funding has been secured from Florida
Commerce, Florida Department of Environmental Protec-
tion’s (FDEP) Resilient Florida Program, and FEMA’s Haz-
ard Mitigation Assistance Program for improvements to each
of these lift stations. Currently, #2, #7, #28 and #30 are under
construction and #1, #3, #4, #5, and #10 are under design.

The 17th and 18th ranked endeavors pertain to the City of
St. Marks and are awaiting funding. These projects include
sewer expansions and the removal of septic tanks from the
surge area within the City of St. Marks and a stormwater
mitigation project that focuses on the conveyance of flood
water through the City. While the City has completed some
drainage improvements along Fire Escape Road, funding is
required to support further drainage improvement efforts
within the City limits. In the interim, the County is perform-
ing the required ditch maintenance for conveyance.

The next several projects cover a variety of topics. Project
number 19 is the Florida Division of Forestry’s fire preven-
tion public awareness campaign. This is an ongoing project
that has included activities, such as seminars on fire preven-
tion. An upgrade of the road construction standards in flood-
prone areas is the next ranked project, and County staff will
pursue this regulation change as time permits. Item number
21 pertains to a natural hazard ongoing public outreach cam-
paign. Wakulla County has placed updated flood zone maps
and flood informational material on its website as part of this
project. In addition, educational information related to hur-
ricane preparedness, flood insurance, and permitting within
the Special Flood Hazard Area is included in the local news-
paper each year. Wakulla County and the City of St. Marks
have also adopted a Program for Public Information (PPI)
that details the outreach projects that are done annually.

Projects ranked 22 and 23 on the LMS list affect the Sop-
choppy area. Project 22 proposes the replacement and eleva-
tion of the Sopchoppy River Bridge on County Road 22, Rose
Street. Funding for this item is required to move this project
forward. Stormwater mitigation in Sopchoppy includes a
study, land acquisition, and construction of detention ponds
is ranked as project 23. The City of Sopchoppy continues
to seek funding from the Community Development Block
Grant Mitigation Program (CDBG-MIT) to complete Phase
Three of its planned stormwater improvements.

The next few items on the list cover various topics. The
first of these implements is the Florida Forestry Service’s
fuel reduction plan to better protect residents from wildfires.
Progress towards this goal has been made through prescribed
burning during the last year. The next item on the list is the
replacement of overhead power lines with underground ca-
bles in the City of St. Marks. This relocation project includes

work that so far has been completed on Waterfront Street,
Riverside Drive, and a portion of Port Leon Drive, extending
north to City Hall. Funding is required for the next phase
which will extend north to the town center. Iltem numbers 26
and 27 are for beach renourishment along the Mashes Sands
shoreline. This will address several coastal erosion problems
in the area and has been included in the Adopted Infrastruc-
ture Plan. Funding is needed to update the feasibility study
for this project. The retrofitting of homes was ranked as proj-
ect number 28, and this can improve a structure’s resistance
to the effects of natural hazards. Through programs such
as the State Housing Initiative Partnership (SHIP) funding,
qualifying residential property owners can better prepare
their homes for natural events. Additional funding is antici-
pated for the SHIP program, and citizens are encouraged to
inquire about their eligibility.

Flooding and evacuation-related activities make up the
next few projects. The four-laning of Crawfordville High-
way, which is a critical evacuation route, was included as
the next priority. County staff has worked with the Capital
Regional Transportation Planning Agency and the Florida
Department of Transportation (FDOT) on this project and
four-laning is complete in the northern portion of the Coun-
ty. The acquisition of severe repetitive loss properties for the
purpose of creating open space is the next project. As se-
vere repetitive loss property owners become interested and
funding is available, these projects will be pursued. An on-
going education campaign targeted towards the owners of
properties within repetitive loss areas, which are areas where
property owners have made multiple flood insurance claims,
is the next item included on the list. Each year County staff
sends informational materials covering several flood-related
topics and property protection measures to these owners.

The list of undertakings continues with projects for the
hardening of government facilities, electrical lines, and
roadways. The next project proposes installing a generator at
the Wakulla County Court House. The pursuit of funding for
the Wakulla County Court House generator project is ongo-
ing. Project number 33 includes the installation of wiring for
generators in new government buildings. This activity shall
occur during the construction of new facilities as warranted.

Retrofitting overhead electrical lines with underground
lines in areas with heavy tree canopies throughout the Coun-
ty makes up the next item. Project 35 proposes to clevate
Mashes Sands Road and Project number 36 in this group is
for a road elevation study. This would include a County-wide
study to assess which roadways have the greatest need and
would be the most feasible to elevate above potential flood-
waters. Funding is required to pursue these endeavors.

Project number 37 on the list seeks to replace septic tanks
on Live Oak Island with central sewer. Next, the Working
Group has included a project to harden existing shelters
to increase sheltering capacity and make modifications as
needed to accommodate special needs sheltering. Funding is
needed to proceed with these projects. The County has been
awarded funding through CDBG-MIT to develop a compre-
hensive Shelter Plan which seeks to assess existing shelters
and identify suitable facilities that meet American Red Cross
Hurricane Evacuation Selection Standards.

The following set of projects relates to Talquin Electric
Cooperative, Inc.’s infrastructure improvements. The first
of these projects is to pursue the installation of a generator
at the Songbird well water site to continue to serve 2,600
residents after a storm event. Talquin has indicated that they
intended to apply for grant funding to complete this proj-
ect. The next is to convert 5,573 overhead electrical service
wires to underground service. The final project in this group
is to install anchors at 115 transformer pads in the coastal ar-
eas of Shell Point, Live Oak Island, Oyster Bay, and Spring
Creek to prevent storm surges from moving the transformers
off the pads. Funding is needed to proceed with these two
projects.

Conducting needed repairs to the existing bridge located
over the Sopchoppy River on Highway 375 makes up Proj-
ect 42. The County is currently seeking funding to support
this project. Performing prescribed burning at County facil-
ities, including Mashes Sands and the Wakulla Equestrian
Center, to reduce hurricane impacts are included as projects
numbered 43 and 44, respectively. The Mashes Sand Land
Management Plan has been updated and includes provisions
for prescribed burning. Funding is being sought for burning
to be completed in the future.

Project number 45 aims to construct a new combined
Emergency Operations Center (EOC)/E911 Communica-
tion Center to serve as the Primary Public Safety Answering
Point. The County was approved in 2022 for appropriation
funding through the Dunn Community Projects to support
the project and additional federal funding in 2023. Construc-
tion is underway, and this project is anticipated to be com-
plete this year.

Additional public safety infrastructure projects are listed as
projects numbered 46 through 48, with land acquisition and/
or construction of three new Fire Rescue Stations located in
Shell Point, the City of St. Marks, and at the intersection of
Lonnie Raker Road and Bloxham Cutoff. These new stations
will maximize coverage areas and reduce response times for
public safety and emergency response throughout Wakulla
County. The County has acquired all three sites. Funding for
the construction of new Fire Rescue Station No. 5 was ob-
tained through legislative appropriations, and design is com-
plete with construction expected to begin soon.

Project 49 is for the design, construction, and replacement
bridge for Otter Creek Rise along Surf Road. Currently this
structure is considered critical as it is significant to public

safety, evacuation, and flood mitigation efforts. This project
is also included within the County’s Adopted Infrastructure
Plan and Capital Improvements Element. Funding has been
secured through FDOT to support this project. Preliminary
engineering and design are currently underway.

Projects 50 through 52 relate to various sewer improve-
ments including, a new master lift stations at Wakulla Mid-
dle School and Medart Recreation Park, sewer collection
system infrastructure, and septic-to-sewer projects in the
Wildwood subdivision, as well as at the Medart Recreation
Park. Construction is currently underway and nearly com-
plete for Wakulla Middle School Master Lift Station and
Wildwood septic-to-sewer project.

The projects listed as 53 through 56 are Talquin Electric
Cooperative, Inc., additional infrastructure improvement
projects. These projects are all awaiting funding. Project 53
is for installation of backfeeds for two circuits at the Wakul-
la substation providing reliability to a major grocery store,
Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office, and Senior Center. The
next project is to replace underground facilities to the Shell
Point community. Project 55 is to improve reliability be-
tween circuits in a loop feed by installing downline protec-
tion devices. The project listed as 56 is for additional Land
Mobile Radio coverage to improve communication through-
out Talquin’s coverage area to allow for more efficient re-
sponse to service requests and outages.

Project 57 is an ongoing project through several county de-
partments to analyze existing transportation corridors, iden-
tify potential improvements and possible alternative access
to improve evacuation routes.

Constructing a new Fire Rescue Training Facility with a
logistical staging area is Project 58. This project has been
broken into multiple phases with the first phase of design
complete, and the second phase of design is underway.

Project 59 is to expand the gymnasium at the Wakul-
la County Community Center to add bathroom facilities
and electrical improvements so the site will serve as a
Regional Host Disaster Recovery Center. Legislative fund-
ing was awarded to the County in fiscal year 2024, and the
project is under design. Construction is anticipated to be
completed in 2026.

The next two projects are for additional Fire Stations, one
in Panacea and the other at Smith Creek, to maximize cov-
erage areas and reduce response time. Funding is required to
complete these projects.

Wastewater Improvements to the Panacea Shores Subdi-
vision is Project 62 to mitigate against stormwater impacts.
Funding has been requested to Rebuild Florida Storms In-
frastructure and Repair Program. Project 63 is to construct a
new master lift station to relieve the overburdened Hickory
Lift Station. The contract has been awarded and construction
is underway.

Project 64 is to install a generator and update bathrooms to
the Wakulla County Senior Center to create a comfort center
for post disaster events. The Wakulla County Senior Center
is seeking funding to complete these tasks.

Updating St. Marks Wastewater Treatment Plant by install-
ing a generator and transfer switch with a hurricane/flood-
proof enclosure is Project 65, added by the City of St. Marks.
The City of St. Marks is working to identify funding mecha-
nisms for conducting these improvements.

The next project is at the Sheriff’s Work Camp to install
a generator, to provide laundry, showers and sleeping areas
for first responders. A funding source for this project is still
being determined.

Project 67 is to replace the piping and pumps at Lift Station
#35 on Hickory Ave. Funding is required to complete this
upgrade.

Removal of non-conforming structure in a high hazard
flood zone at the Big Bend Maritime Center is Project 69.
Funding is required to remove the structure, but landscaping
at this location is near completion.

Projects 70-76 are to install permanent generators at major
intersections throughout the County. To date two permanent
generators have been installed. One at the intersection at
Spring Creek Hwy and MLK Blvd and one at Spring Creek
Highway and Shadeville Road. A funding source is required
to install these seven generators to complete these projects.

To repair/replace the Tide Creek Bridge is identified as
Project 77, as this is a critical evacuation route for Mash Is-
land and funding is still being sought for this project.

The final two projects relate to public safety. Project 78 is
to acquire land and construct new Fire Rescue Station north
of Wakulla Station to maximize coverage areas and response
time to cast central Wakulla. And Project 79 is to acquire
land and construct new Fire Rescue Station in Medart to
maximize coverage areas and response time to Medart area.
A funding source is required to complete these projects.

This Progress Report was prepared by Ashley Row-
land-Yost of the Wakulla County Planning and Communi-
ty Development Department. It will be made available to
the governing boards through a memorandum and through
a news release to the local press, “The Wakulla Sun”, for
publication. Its availability to the public will be posted on
the Board of County Commissioners’ Public Notice board
and County website, www.mywakulla.com. Copies of this
Report and related documents may be obtained from the
Planning and Community Development Department, which
is located at 3093 Crawfordville Highway.

For more information, please contact Ashley Row-
land-Yost, CRS Coordinator for Wakulla County and City
of St. Marks, at (850) 926-3695 or ayost@mywakulla.com.

March 19, 2026
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Optimist essay winners announced

Special to The Sun

Wakulla High School
and Riversprings Mid-
dle School recently
participated in the es-
say contest sponsored
by the Coastal Opti-
mist Club.

The theme for this
year’s contest was
“How My Acts of Ser-
vice Help Me Under-
stand What My Com-
munity Means to Me.”
Students were given
the opportunity to
write an essay of 700
to 800 words for cash
prizes.

Winning first place
was Tristen Hubbell, a
sophomore at Wakulla
High. Tristen received
$100 cash for the won-
derful job she did fo-
cusing on theme with
a very well-written, in-
sightful paper.

The second place
prize was awarded to
WHS sophomore Ash-
lyn Haynes. Ashlyn,
who wrote about how
community means not
only being involved
with people but also
growing as a person,
received $75 cash for
her essay.

Third place went to

A

WHS Pfiﬂcipal Michele Falk, contest chair Nancy Floyd
Richardson and Jo Ann Daniels congratulate the WHS first,

second and third place winners, Tristen Hubbell, Ashlyn
Haynes and Scarlette Brown.

Riversprings Principal Josh Sandgren, Assistant Princi-

pal Bethany Pafford, teacher James Daniels and Coastal
Optimist President Jo Ann Daniels congratulate winners
Hudson Folsom, Kerrigan Jamison and Hunter Antrobus.

nior at WHS, who re-
ceived $50. Scarlette’s
essay was well-con-
structed with a wide
range of community in-
volvement from soccer
refereeing and physical
therapy clinics to mis-
sion trips and forming
close connections.

fourth

som from Riversprings
Middle School. To him,
community means
meeting, helping, and
feeding people as well
as developing a strong
sense of Dbelonging.
Hudson was awarded

able Mention Awards.
Kerrigan Jamison and
Hunter Antrobus re-
ceived $20 each. Kerri-
gan did a great job of
relating to the theme
through her service to
senior citizens, filling
gift boxes and partic-
ipating in food drives.
Hunter’s paper empha-
sized that good feelings
and uplifted spirits
are a big part of what
community means. All
three of the RES stu-
dents are in the 8th
grade.

The awards were
given out by Jo Ann
Daniels, President of
the Coastal Optimist
Club. The club has
been promoting stu-
dent success through
poster, essay and ora-
torical contests as well
as scholarships since
1971.

The club motto is
“Friend of Youth” and
they are part of Op-
timist International,
one of the world’s larg-
est service clubs. The
themes for both the
essay and oratorical
contests are available

Receiving
Scarlette Brown, a ju-
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place was Hudson Fol-

$25. on-line at optimistin-

Two other students ternational.org by No-
from Riversprings vember of each year.
Middle won Honor-

PUBLIC NOTICES:

For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla Sun provides

this Public Notice Section for all Public Notices not
published in the Legal Notice section of the newspaper.

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF

WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
NOTICE OF INTENT TO CHANGE

RULE CHAPTER AND TITLE: School Board Policy 2.25 School
Board Adopted Plans (Code of Student Conduct & Attendance
Policies)

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: To reflect procedural clarity and
legislative alignment.

LEGAL AUTHORITY: 1001.41, 1001.42, Florida Statutes
LAWS IMPLEMENTED: 1001.41, 1001.43 Florida Statutes
ECONOMIC IMPACT: None

REVISION ORIGINATED BY: Coleman Wells, Director of Safety
& Student Conduct

REVISION APPROVED BY: Richard Myhre, Superintendent of
Schools

IF REQUESTED WITHIN TWENTY-ONE (28) DAYS OF THIS
NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE HELD -

TIME: 5:45p.m.

PLACE: Administrative Offices, Wakulla County School Board
69 Arran Road, Crawfordville, Florida 32327

DATE: April 20,2026

A COPY OF THE PROPOSED REVISION
MAY BE OBTAINED AT COST FROM:

Wakulla County School Board, Post Office Box 100,
69 Arran Road, Crawfordville, Florida 32326-0100

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

March 19, 2026

City of Sopchoppy
NOTICE OF FAIR HOUSING

This notice will serve to advise all residents of the City of Sopchop-
py that the following actions, if based on race, color, sex, national
origin, religion, familial status (families with children), or handicap
(disability) are prohibited by Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968
(Federal Fair Housing Act):

* Refusing to sell or rent to, deal or negotiate with any person.

+ Discriminating on terms or conditions for buying or renting housing.

« Discriminating by advertising that housing is available only to per-

sons of a certain race, color, religion, sex, national origin, familial

status, handicap (disability), age, ancestry or with no animals.

Denying that housing is available for inspection, sale or rent when

it really is available.

» Denying or making different terms or conditions for home loans by
financial institutions.

 Denying to anyone the use of or participation in any real estate
services, multiple listing services or other facilities related to the
selling and renting of housing.

“Blockbusting” and “steering” are two discriminatory practices that
are also prohibited by the Act. Blockbusting includes engaging

in conduct which conveys the impression that a neighborhood is
about to undergo certain changes and, thus, panic owners into
selling their properties. Steering involves guiding an individual
seeking housing toward or away from particular property for dis-
criminatory reasons.

If you would like to obtain more information about fair housing, or
file a fair housing complaint, please contact the Fair Housing Coor-
dinator listed below:

Ashley Schilling, City Clerk/Fair Housing Coordinator

105 Municipal Avenue (P.O. Box 1219), City of Sopchoppy, 32358
Phone: 850-962-4611

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY / AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER
HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE FACILITIES

March 19, 2026

WAKULLA’S
» FLOODPLAIN

Flooding can threaten at any time of the year from various sourc-
es. Wakulla County and the City of St. Marks regulate construction
and development in the floodplain to ensure that buildings will be
protected from flood damage. All developments in the floodplain,
not just construction of buildings, need permits. Filling and similar
work are prohibited in certain areas, so check with the Planning
and Community Development Department before you begin a proj-
ect to build, fill or otherwise. Should unauthorized development in
the floodplain be witnessed by a citizen, they can report it to the
County’s Code Enforcement at (850) 926-3695. One thing Code
Enforcement always needs assistance with is liter. Remember
that dumping liter is prohibited in or on any freshwater lake, river,
stream and tidal or coastal water of the County. It is vital to keep
trash out of our floodplain!

It is also important to know that houses in the floodplain that are
substantially damaged by events such as fire or flood must be re-
paired to new construction standards. This includes elevating the
structure to or above the base flood elevation when it is repaired.
Damage is considered to be substantial when the cost of recon-
struction equals or exceeds 50% of the building’s market value.
When damage of this type occurs to a structure and repairs are
necessary, visit the Planning and Community Development Depart-
ment for a Development Permit Application to begin your permitting
process. A recorded warranty deed and site plan, showing the im-
provements/repairs to the property, will be required to complete this
Application. Once the Development Permit Application is obtained
it should be submitted to the Building Department for permitting.
Depending upon the types of work performed additional materials
will be requested from the Building Department and/or other De-
partments to complete the permitting for the structure. Applicable
fees are due for Development Permit Applications and Building De-
partment permits, unless otherwise waived by the Commissioners
for widespread storm damage. Even when flood damage is not
substantial, consider constructing all of your improvements so they
are elevated above the flood level.

An important protection measure in regard to flooding is flood insurance.
Homeowner’s insurance policies do not cover damage from floods, so ob-
taining a flood insurance policy can help you should you experience a flood.
Since Wakulla County and the City of St. Marks participate in the National
Flood Insurance Program, you can purchase a separate flood insurance pol-
icy in these areas. This insurance is backed by the Federal government and
is available to properties that have been previously flooded. Don’t wait
for the next flood to buy insurance protection. In most cases, there is a
30-day waiting period before National Flood Insurance Program coverage
takes effect. Also, consider obtaining contents coverage if it is not already
included in your current insurance policy. Contact your insurance agent for
more information on rates and coverage.

When the County experiences a flood remember to turn around, don’t
drown!

For further information on these topics contact the Planning and Community
Development Department at (850) 926-3695. March 19, 2026
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City has deal
with Rick Ott

By LINDA ANN McDONALD

Correspondent

The Sopchoppy City Commission voted last
week to move forward with Rick Ott Performance
and Production (ROPP) to upgrade the historic
Sopchoppy Theater from an occasional perfor-
mance venue to a regional arts venue, conference
center, and community gathering space.

The city commission met on Monday, March 9.

Ott, owner of Sopchoppy’s From the Heart
Studio, will be activating the venue year-round to
create a unique conference and event destination
to support local artists, strengthen the communi-
ty while preserving and celebrating the building’s
history.

Through utilization of the theater, ROPP will
provide venue rental, ticketed events, vendor
partnerships, educational programming, and fes-
tivals.

Also, by combining professional production ca-
pabilities with strong relationships in the region-
al arts and events community, ROPP will expand
the theater’s use beyond occasional performanc-
es into a year-round destination for concerts,
theater, conferences, and community events.

Mina Sutton of Wakulla Community Theater
said WCT can schedule their events with ROPP
and will continually provide Wakulla with enter-
tainment.

In another matter, organizers of Sopchoppy’s
annual Fourth of July have changed the start
time of the morning parade. By moving things to
the cooler part of the day, festival-goers can enjoy
the festivities without the midday heat. The pa-
rade kicks off at 4 p.m. and the Myron B. Hodge
City Park opens with fireworks beginning at dark.

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

WAKULLA COUNTY BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
(RFQ) 2026-05

CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING
AND INSPECTION SERVICES FOR
DR. MLK JR.

MEMORIAL ROAD
MULTIPURPOSE PATH

PROPOSAL ADVERTISE DATE:
MARCH 19, 2026

PROPOSAL RELEASE DATE:
MARCH 19, 2026

RESPONSE DUE DATE AND TIME:
APRIL 17,2026 @ 3:00 PM EST

Sealed proposals will be received at the office of the Board
of County Commissioners, 3093 Crawfordville Highway,
Crawfordville, FL 32327; until 3:00 P.M., Local Time, on
APRIL 17, 2026 at which time the proposals will be opened
and read aloud. Proposals received after said time will be re-
turned unopened.

The principal feature of this procurement by the County is
known as: Construction Engineering and Inspection Ser-
vices for Dr. MLK Jr. Memorial Road Multipurpose Path.

The specifications of this procurement are stated in the RFQ
2026-05.

This RFQ and any addenda issued will be posted to the
County’s website at www.mywakulla.com or can be obtained
by contacting the County Procurement Office at 850-926-

0919 or bnowak@mywakulla.com.

A person or affiliate who has been placed on the convicted
Respondent list following a conviction for a public entity
crime may not submit a bid on a contract to provide any
goods or services to a public entity, may not submit a bid on
a contract with a public entity for the construction or repair
of a public building or public work, may not submit bids on
leases of real property to a public entity, may not be award-
ed or perform work as a contractor, supplier, subcontractor,
or consultant under a contract with any public entity, and
may not transact business with any public entity in excess of
the threshold amount provided in Section 287.017, Florida
Statutes, for CATEGORY TWO ($35,000) for a period of 36
months from the date of being placed on the convicted Re-
spondent list.

The Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners re-
serves the right to waive informalities in any bid; reject any
or all proposals, in whole or in part; re-bid a project, in whole
or in part; and to accept a proposal that in its judgment is the
lowest and best bid of a responsible bidder. In accepting a
bid, Wakulla County may award a contract based only on the
base bid, the base bid plus all alternates, or the base bid plus
any alternates which Wakulla County selects with all deci-
sions being made based upon what Wakulla County believes
to be the best interests of its ratepayers, in the reasonable ex-
ercise of its discretion. Wakulla County further reserves the
right to increase or decrease quantities as may be required to
meet the needs of Wakulla County, at the unit price which
was bid. Wakulla County does not discriminate on the ba-
sis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, marital
status and disability/handicapped status in employment or
provision of service.

Wakulla County is an Equal Opportunity Employer
MBE/WBE businesses are encouraged to participate
Wakulla County strictly enforces open and fair competition

ADA - Special Accommodations: Any person requiring ac-
commodations by the County due to a disability should call the
Procurement Office at 850-926-0919 at least five (5) days prior
to any pre-response conference, response opening, or meeting.
If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the Coun-
ty Procurement Office by the Florida Relay Service, which can
be reached at 1-800-955-8771 (TDD).

March 19, 2026
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Weekly Roundup: Oops, we did it again

By JIM TURNER

News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE - For a second
consecutive year, state legislators
will need extra time to complete the
budget and some other key issues.

Lawmakers concluded the regular
session Friday at 3:15 p.m. after ap-
proving final handful of bills that will
eventually go to Gov. Ron DeSantis.

They’ll pause for a few weeks be-
fore returning in mid-April. But they
reached this point as if sleepwalking
under the specter of extended time
since DeSantis announced an April
special session on congressional
redistricting days before the regular
session began in January.

House Minority Leader Fentrice
Driskell joked about the inevitable
when opening a conference call with
reporters on Monday.

“It’s week nine. Folks we did it. We
made it to the half-way point,” Dris-
kell said. “That’s what it feels like

anyway.”
LET IT LINGER

Days after House Speaker Daniel
Perez publicly acknowledged that
legislators wouldn’t complete the
budget on time, Perez and Senate
President Ben Albritton both went to
their respective podiums on Thurs-
day to explain the process for the
weeks ahead that will include re-
turning to Tallahassee in mid-April.

“I respect the priorities of each
party, because we all have a role
to play in a balanced budget that
keeps Florida strong, safe and free,”
said Albritton, R-Wauchula. “I look

forward (to) continued productive
discussions on joint allocations in
the coming weeks, and to resuming
our work on the budget in the near
future.”

Perez, R-Miami, echoed those
remarks.

“In the weeks ahead, we will
continue working with our Senate
counterparts to ensure we return
in the proper posture to complete
our constitutional responsibility of
passing a state budget,” Perez said.

The move means whatever didn’t
pass Friday is dead.

Nearly 2,000 bills and resolutions
were filed for the regular session,
including the budget, implementing
and conforming bills. A Little over
10 percent found support from the
Senate and House.

Still, unlike in 2025, when a
standoff over tax cuts led to the ex-
tended session, there isn’t a single
policy dispute that’s created the
deadlock.

The $1.4 billion gap between the
House and Senate’s preferred bud-
gets isn’t that large considering the
$115 billion current spending plan,
but each chamber has refused to
budge on priority bills for the other
chamber. And they haven’t been
able to reach accord on how much to
divide among the different sections
that need funding, from health care
and education to transportation and
economic development.

“There’s a subtext of animosity
and mistrust among what (former
Governor) Lawton Chiles called the
three legs of the stool --- the Senate
President, the House Speaker and
the Governor. And I think that’s in
our way,” Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Nicev-
ille, a former Senate President who
has served in the Senate for more
than a decade.

DeSantis, who like Albritton
hasn’t been on the closest of terms
with Perez, criticized the “personal
agenda” of legislators left unnamed
for the budget talks requiring extra
time.

MAINTAINING PRIORITIES

The Republican-controlled Legis-
lature was still able to come together
this week on some key issues for the
party.

The House voted 80-25 on Thurs-
day on a measure (HB 1471) which
backs up DeSantis’ executive order
from December that named two
Islamic groups as terrorist organi-
zations.

The Senate approved the bill on a
25-11 vote last week, after adding a
provision outlining rules for expel-
ling students at state universities
who “promote” support for such
groups.

“The only people surrendering
their children to terrorism are the
people who are going to vote ‘no’
on this bill,” Rep. Hillary Cassel,
R-Dania Beach, the sponsor of the
measure, declared on the floor before
the vote.

Democrats who voted against
it said it would violate the First
Amendment rights of groups and
have a chilling effect on speech on
campuses.

The same day, both chambers
voted along party lines on a measure
that requires voters to prove their
citizenship at the ballot box, but not
until 2027.

“What is our tolerance for fraud
and lack of integrity?” said Sen. Erin
Grall, R-Vero Beach, sponsor of the
Senate version of the bill. “And yes,
we have safe elections in Florida but
they don’t stay safe and secure if we
don’t pay attention to the large gaps
that exist where we can address ad-
ditional fraud.”

Late efforts to allow government-is-
sued student IDs to be included as
acceptable photo identification at
polling locations failed.

You’re Invited!

Champions for Change

Brunch

Join us aswe honor ourincredible
volunteers for their time, dedication,
and passion for serving youth and our
community. Enjoy a relaxing brunch,
special awards, and a fun silent
auction as we say thank you to those
who make a difference every day. All
proceeds will support Wakulla County
Coalition for Youth as we continue
fostering a safe, supportive
environment where young people can
learn, grow, and truly thrive.

Tickets:
Adults $25
Youth $10

May 2, 2026 from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Wakulla Community Center (Crawfordville Room)

The proposal was among sever-
al amendments House Democrats
unsuccessfully put forward on the
election’s package.

Orlando Democratic Rep. Anna
Eskamani questioned the removal
of student IDs from the list of ac-
ceptable photo identification to vote.

“I assume the reason why you’re
doing that is that you prefer some
types of voters over other types of
voters,” Eskamani said.

NO ‘PIGGYBACK’ RIDE

Faced with projected shortfalls
in the next few years, lawmakers
decided not to link or “piggyback”
the state’s tax code to the federal
government this year.

Changes made to the One Big
Beautiful Bill Act passed by Con-
gress last year and signed by Pres-
ident Donald Trump would have
led to an up to $3.5 billion cut to
state coffers, benefitting mostly large
businesses.

State economists have projected
a surplus for the coming fiscal year,
but if current spending trends aren’t
curtailed, shortfalls rise to nearly $7
billion in two years.

STORY OF THE WEEK: The 2026
regular legislative session ends
without lawmakers completing the
budget for the next fiscal year.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “It’s the
same people coming back to the
same place with the same grudges
trying to do the same thing in the
same way. So surprise, surprise it
doesn’t seem to work,” Niceville Re-
publican Sen. Don Gaetz, a former
Senate President, assessing the cur-
rent state of play between the House
and Senate leadership.

318 Shadeville Rd., Crawfordville FL 32327

If you or your organization is interested in being a sponsor or would like to

nominate a volunteer please reach out to Kimberly Mattox @ km24bm@ fsu.edu

FOLLOW THE SUN.

Your local source for news.

ﬂ @TheWakullaSun ﬂ @
www. TheWakullaSu

"heWakullaSun
n.com




Page 16 — THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, March 19, 2026

Ww [fm\/ww@
SHRED EVENT

SATURDAY | APRIL 18
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

or until the shred trucks are full

Wakulla County
Transfer Station

159 Landfill Rd,
Crawfordville, FL 32327

 Prevent §
Fraud

Prevent
Identity
Theft

Shred
. Sensitive
. Documents

* No binders, metal or plastic -

i.e. CDs, floppy discs, ziplock  Join us for this free community service!

bags, credit cards, etc. Saturday, April 18th from 9am - 1pm.

Your items for shredding must be within the trunk
* No need to remove staples,

paperclips or file folders.

or rear of your vehicle.

g AP,
RS — II. @ SRS ﬁp‘ﬁifhﬂ'ﬂ.-1'.:'1'.'.';‘.‘ =AM
w & | (ETTT—— . T

A K U ]. L A il

FINANCIAL GROUP

& cm &

For additional information or questions regarding accepted items, please contact
Secure Records Solutions at (850) 656-6900 or visit www.securerecordssolutions.com/shred-day-fag

You can subscribe to The
Sun online!

To receive our
Weekly Newspaper scan
the QR code or visit
www.thewakullasun.com

and click on subscribe today.

(=]

BOIL

LIMITED TICKETS
APRIL 4TH AT
3Y RANCH

MUSIC &
A FUN TIME

SECURE YOUR TICKETS SOON AS THEY SELL FAST!

www.thewakullasun.com

IFAS Extension

UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA

Wakulla County

UF

WAKULLA

4-H Summer Camps 2026

¥

Day Camps & Specialty Camps
Limited Spots! Register Early!

¥

LOCATION: UF/IFAS Extension Wakulla County,
84 Cedar Ave, Crawfordville, FL 32327

4-H SUMMER DAY CAMPS (Ages 7-12)
Time: 8 AM - 5 PM (Mon-Thu) | Fee: $250/week
Includes lunch, snacks, materials, and activities.

June 8-11 — Beyond Curious (STEM & LEGO Design)
June 15-18 — Crafty Creations (Art & Creativity)

June 22-25 — Petals & Paws (Plants & Animals)

July 6-9 — Paper & Clay (Creative Crafts)

July 13-16 — Fun with Food (Cooking & Nutrition)
July 20-23 — Archery (Skills, Safety & Sportsmanship)

SPECIALTY CAMPS:
Kitchen Creations | Ages 12-17 | June 2-4 | Fee: $175
Youth Fit Camp | Ages 8-13 | Three Sessions | Fee: $250/week

PAYMENTS:
$50 non-refundable deposit per week.
Full payment due May 1, 2026.

REGISTRATION:
Each camp has its own 4-H Online link.

CONTACT:
Christy Pearson
christinepearson@ufl.edu | 850-901-7092

An Equal Opportunity Institution

LOW country \ ar

. @ Reserve your ticket

Contact Heather for tickets
info@wakullacountychamber.com

850-926-18438

PREMIER SPONSOR:

Qoskntta DU

Locally Owaned & Operated
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WRESTLING

Wakulla wrestling celebrates season

PHOTO OF THE WEEK
Fletehers »=
)

By WALT JACOBS

Correspondent s

MYHA:IEAN‘S RESTAURANT

ESTD. 1083

- Free Estimates
- Maintenance Plans

MYRA:IEAN'S RESTAURANT

ESTD. 1983

- Quality Pricing

- SameDay Service

- All Makes and Models
- Excellent Service

SPONSORED BY
ting team and ther MYRA JEAN'S ool e Hoaiing LU0
Keep it Cool! oo

families gathered last K / . RESTAU R_ANT RS

Thursday night at — R Ak = ' =

Waitonla Yigh Sehoo @ \ e . | — - 850-510-0140

to celebrate a spec- 1] aa | ' PROUD SPONSOR OF
D 2 a WRESTLERS of the WEEK

tacular season. At the

beginning of the year,
expectations were high
for an experienced,
senior-laden team
and fans were excited
for what looked to be
a promising season
ahead. The team went
28-1 in dual meets this
season and advanced
to the semifinals of
the FHSAA State Dual
Tournament.

As a team in the IBT
postseason tourna-
ments, Wakulla placed
3rd at Districts, 2nd at
Regionals, and 8th at
the State Tournament.

Individually, Wakul-
la had four district
champions at the Dis-
trict 2 tournament:
William Harvey, Brady
Jackson, Troy Thax-
ton, and Blake Barod-
te.

At Regionals,
Wakulla had two re-
gion champs in Wil-
liam Harvey and Brady
Jackson.

Wakulla had 7
wrestlers qualify for
the State Wrestling
Tournament in total:
William Harvey, Pat-
rick Cooksey, Brady
Jackson, Aaron Rob-
inson, Troy Thaxton,
Clayton Manzi, and
Blake Barodte.

When all the dust
was settled, 5 War
Eagle wrestlers had
reached the podium in
their respective weight
classes.

* William Harvey,
who was 64-4 on the

season, was a run-
ner-up in the 126
pound class.

e Brady Jackson

Coach with seniors: Clayton Manzi, Blake Barodte, Aaron Robinson,
Coach Nate Litowsky, Gavin Mitchell, Troy Thaxton, William Harvey,

was 65-9 on the year
and placed 6th at 138
pounds. Jackson also
set single-season re-
cords for technical
falls (38) and take-
downs (239). The se-
nior finished his ca-
reer with 185 total
wins.

e Aaron Robinson
(52-10) placed Sth at
144 Ibs. Robinson led
the team for the third
consecutive year in
pins with 41 on the
season and finished
his career with 156
wins.

e Troy Thaxton (52-
12) placed 7th at 150
pounds and finished
his career with 144
wins.

e At 215 pounds,
Blake Barodte (45-17)
finished in 8th place
and ended his career
with 121 total wins.

Coach Nate Litows-
ky honored 4 wrestlers
with awards for their
outstanding perfor-
mances throughout
the year. For the wres-
tler who showed the
greatest growth over

)=

= e —————

and Brady Jackson.

the course of the sea-
son, Gavin Mitchell
was given the Most
Improved Wrestler
award.

Aaron Robinson was
given the Heart of the
Eagle, which is given
to the wrestler who
best represents the
spirit and standards
of the program.

The Iron Talon,
which is given to the
wrestler who displays
true toughness, was
awarded to Brady
Jackson.

William Harvey was
given the MVP award,
which is awarded to
the wrestler whose
presence in the lineup
makes the greatest im-
pact on the team.

At the conclusion of
the banquet, Harvey
spoke to and about
his teammates saying,
“They have shaped
who I am today. I am
very grateful and hon-
ored to have been able
to know them for the
last two years.” He
added, “I wouldn’t be
where [ am today with-

out each and every one
of them.” Harvey con-
tinued, “Everyone’s
story is different and
beautiful in its own
way, so it’s import-
ant that y’all stop and
smell the roses and
enjoy it for what it is.
It’s yours, and that’s
what makes it spe-
cial.”

Cervantes once said,
“The journey is better
than the inn.” Often
we take trips to our
favorite destinations
and usually there are
few, if any, surprises.
In life and in sports it
is not always as pre-
dictable. The journey
is fraught with ups,
downs, twists, turns,
and pitfalls along the
way. These young
wrestlers have spent
much of their lives
trying to achieve goals
that may not have
been completely real-
ized, but the lessons
learned, the bonds
that were forged, and
the memories that
they have made will
last a lifetime.

PHOTOS BY WALT JACOBS

Patrick Cooksey being named Team Captain.

William Harvey with MVP award.

Vi

A Wakulla Wild

Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE
TO HELP?

We always need donations
of these items:

* Bleach * Pedigree
* Paper wet & dry
towels dog food

* Fruit cocktail © Friskies wet
* Birdseed & & dry cat
nuts food

Florida Wild

Mammal

Asssociation

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327
F\NY/MA . org

363-2351
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Crawfordville man faces federal charge of enticing minor

U.S. Attorney’s Office

Anthony Wayne La-
nier Jr., 33, of Craw-
fordville, was indicted
by a federal grand jury
charging him with one
count of attempted en-
ticement of a minor and
one count of attempt-
ed transmission of ob-
scene material. John P.
Heekin, United States
Attorney for the North-
ern District of Florida,
announced the charges
today.

Lanier appeared for

Heating & Air

DEVELOPMENT

s

Sponsored by
the Crawforduville Lions Club

WHERE THERE’S A NEED
THERE’S A LION

Locally Owned & Operated

§§§ 55 §§ Of Wakulla

his arraignment in fed-
eral court before U.S.
Magistrate Judge Mar-
tin A. Fitzpatrick in
Tallahassee. A jury trial
is scheduled for May 4
before District Judge
Robert L. Hinkle.

If convicted, Lani-
er faces a mandatory
minimum of 10 years’
imprisonment, and up
to life imprisonment, on
the attempted entice-
ment count, and up to
10 years imprisonment
on the attempted trans-
mission of obscene ma-

pony

Local
H
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If you would |

Parad
SAT. MARCH 21 2026

A Chance to Come Out, Celebr:
& WEAR YOUR GREEN!

Bring the KiDS>S &
Have S>Some FUN

LOTS OF FOOD, ENTERTAINMENT
AND VENDORS GALORE!

Ride> FOOD, ART, CRAFTS, CIVIC & INFORMATIONAL BOOTHS o i -t es

MORNING ACTIVITIES
9:30 am .Parade Line-up
10 am ....PARADE

Local
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Anthony Wayne Lanier Jr.

terial count.

The case was inves-
tigated by the U.S. Im-
migration and Customs

Enforcement’s Home-
land Security Investiga-
tions, the Tallahassee
Police Department and
the Florida Department
of Law Enforcement.
Assistant U.S. Attorney
Meredith L. Steer is
prosecuting the case.
An indictment is
merely an allegation by
a grand jury that a de-
fendant has committed
a violation of federal
criminal law and is not
evidence of guilt. All de-
fendants are presumed
innocent and entitled

e Hudson Park, Crawfordville

to a fair trial, during
which it will be the
government’s burden
to prove guilt beyond
a reasonable doubt at
trial.

This case was
brought as part of Proj-
ect Safe Childhood, a
nationwide initiative
to combat the growing
epidemic of child sexual
exploitation and abuse.
Launched in May 2006
by the Department of
Justice and led by the
U.S. Attorney’s Offices
and the Criminal Divi-

yrrs

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Face Shack Vendors

ArtistS (rares Painting Drayings Groughent e day
Qo tutta SN

Crawfordville

MACE i

The helpful place.®cENTER

ALQUIN

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVEINC.

WATER & WASTEWATER, INC.

 Bank

More than your bank. Your banker.

ike to be a sponsor, please give us a call!

11AM - 3PM

INNKYovwouwr
SPONSORS

Wakulla County
Tax Collector

V

Great
Prizes r

Grand Marshal
Kiersten Smith

sions Child Exploitation
and Obscenity Section
(CEOS), it marshals
federal, state, and lo-
cal resources to better
locate, apprehend, and
prosecute individuals
who exploit children via
the Internet, as well as
to identify and rescue
victims.

For more informa-
tion about Project Safe
Childhood, please visit
www.projectsafechild-
hood.gov.

Train

Denation
$5.00 Par

Crawfordville Lions Club
St. Patrick's Day Festival
March 21, 2026

Grand Prize: $500 Cash
1st: $250 Cash
2nd: $100 Cash

Drawing to be hebd at fostival,
You do not need to be present to win.

See any
Lions Clup
member
Jor tickets

x BROT,
4% Re,
SRRV

P.O. Box 1022, Crawfordville, Florida 32326-1022 e (850) 926-3934 ® FAX (850) 926-1852
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PLUMBING, INC.
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Lion Buddy (850) 926-3473  Lion Marc (850) 296-5555
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FWS community credit union

Kiersten Smith
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Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.
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