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Hit and run driver
gets 15 years

Alfreda Nelson ran over a 9-year-old boy and left scene, sentenced to maximum

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

The woman who hit
a 9-year-old boy with
her car and then left the
scene was sentenced last
week to 15 years in state
prison, the maximum
sentence for the charge
of leaving the scene of
an accident with serious
injury, a second degree
felony.

The courtroom was
packed on Thursday,
March 26, for the sen-
tencing hearing of Al-
freda Nelson as the
case drew widespread
attention last year over
the concern for the boy,
Sawyer Crawley, who
suffered traumatic brain
injury as a result of the
accident.

Crawley was riding a
dirt bike in his neighbor-

Wakulla High’s prom was held Friday night at Wakul-
la Springs, but earlier in the evening lots of students

Alfreda Nelson

hood when he was hit by
Nelson’s car. Neighbors
video cameras helped
identify Nelson’s car to
law enforcement.

The crowd gasped
as County Judge Brian
Miller announced the
sentence, and the judge
quickly warned the audi-
ence not to react.

Nelson had done a
straight-up plea to the
charge, meaning there
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Judge Brian Miller

was no agreed-upon sen-
tence with the prosecu-
tion.

Nelson told the court
that she had just picked
up her child from school
and said she was aware
she “collided with a small
vehicle.” She said she
“reacted out of fear — I
panicked” and left the
scene. Nelson said she
blacked out and had no
recollection of events.

PROM PICTURES

went to Azalea Park for a beautiful backdrop for
photos. Above, juniors Ella Yost, Anarosa Callejas,
Kendra Green and Heaven Taylor pose at the gazebo.

At right, Aidan Downer and Joseylynn Shuler. (Photos d

by Lynda Kinsey)

She apologized to the
Crawley family and his
mother, and asked the
court for “leniency and
mercy.”

But Wakulla Chief
Prosecutor Andrew De-
neen noted it wasn’t just
the crash and leaving the
scene, but the choices
to park the vehicle to
hide it; walking past the
scene but not acknowl-
edging her role; denying
it when the state trooper
on the case developed
evidence; and, Deneen
added, her computer
history showed she was
considering fleeing to
Mississippi or Texas to
avoid consequences.

It wasn’t just a single
bad choice, Deneen said,
“It was a series of bad
choices.”

Turn to Page 3
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Staff Report

Cody Castillo was
looking forward to flying
back to his Crawfordville
home last week after
working in the Bahamas.
He and and wife Makay-
la were looking forward
to welcoming their first
child into the world in
August.

Castillo never made
it back home, and was
fatally shot while abroad,
according to reports. A
GoFundMe was started
to support his family and
notice was sent to lo-
cal media outlets which
included a link to Daily
Mail news story about
Castillo being shot by
a Bahamian policeman
during a bar fight.

The off-duty police-
man initially alleged that
Castillo had gotten into a
truck and driven towards

him.

A subsequent story by
Reuters indicated that
the police superinten-
dent who shot Castil-
lo, Berneil Pinder, was
arrested and charged

Local man killed in Bamas

with murder after video
indicated Castillo hadn’t
sped towards him in a
truck.
Pinder was being held
in jail in Nassau.
Family Funeral Home

Cody Castillo and wife Makayla in a screenshot from her GoFundMe.

bl

in Crawfordville issued a
Death Notice for Castillo.

As of Monday morn-
ing, the GoFundMe had
raised $58,000 of the
$60,000 goal as a result
of the attention.

P (37 WeatherSTEM

Weather forecast from Wakulla High School

Thursday Friday Saturday
a4
d
Partly Cloudy AM Showers Mostly Sunny

Hi: 81° Lo: 65° 840%  Hi: 79° Lo: 65° #31%
Sunrise 7:25 AM Sunrise 7:24 AM
Sunset 7:57 PM Sunset 7:57 PM

Hi: 81° Lo: 64°0 9%
Sunrise 7:23 AM
Sunset 7:58 PM
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JQGC recommends
public reprimand
for Judge Smith

In frustration, the judge told
attorneys at a hearing he should
have the bailiff shoot them

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

A panel at the Judicial Qualifications Commis-
sion issued its findings and recommendations
that Wakulla Circuit Judge Layne Smith violated
judicial canons with some intemperate remarks he
made in court to attorneys during a contentious
hearing back in September, and recommended
he face a public repri-
mand.

The JQC issued its
report on Tuesday,
March 24.

After complaints
filed by two attorneys,
David Kemp of Craw-
fordville and Stephen
Webster of Tallahas-
see, the judge self-re-
ported himself to the
JQC and recused him-
self from cases in which Kemp and Webster were
representing clients.

At the September hearing of a civil lawsuit,
Raker v. Vause, in which family members had
been involved in seven contentious cases before
Judge Smith, he became frustrated at learning the
attorneys could not confirm that service had been
properly rendered on one of the parties.

“I would like to tell the deputy to pull his gun
and shoot all three of you as far as my level of
frustration right now. I really don’t want him to
do that,” Judge Smith said at the hearing. He
added: “What is this, the Keystone Cops, just not
very funny?”

He made several other remarks at that hearing
expressing his frustration and disparaging the
attorneys in the case.

In its 7-page Findings and Recommendation
of Discipline, the JQC said Judge Smith “has ex-
pressed deep regret that his conduct could have
eroded the public’s perception of the impartiality

Judge Layne Smith

Turn to Page 3

Grawfordville man
injured in crash

Staff Report

A 34-year-old Crawfordville man was injured
when he rolled his SUV while traveling on U.S. High-
way 319 in Franklin County south of Sopchopppy,
according to the Florida Highway Patrol.

He reportedly suffered serious injuries and was
taken by Air Ambulance to Tallahassee Memorial
Hospital, FHP reported.

The man was traveling north on 319 on Tues-
day, March 24, around noon when, for unknown
reasons, his vehicle left the roadway onto the east
shoulder. The driver overcorrected to the left, re-en-
tered the roadway, and crossed over to the west
shoulder. The driver then overcorrected to the right
to try and the highway, causing the vehicle to roll.

The SUV came to final rest on its passenger side
on the west shoulder of US 319 near the intersection
of McIntyre Road.

The Florida Highway Patrol was assisted on
scene by the Franklin County Sheriff’'s Office and
Weems EMS.

An SUV that rolled on U.S. Highway 319 on March 24.
The driver was airlifted to TMH with serious injuries.
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Lori L. Lewis
Chief Executive Officer

sendmethebil LLC@gmail.com
Cell 717-413-6761

Fax 717-256-7199
www.SendMeTheBill.net

1037 Gulf Shore Blvd.
Alligator Point, FL 32346

AIR-CON o e

Heating & Air

CELEBRATING
37 YEARS.

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
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.. 3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned and Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304
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Readers’/Choice
Winners; 2024

3152 Crawfordville Highway
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 251-9792

www.blackfootroofing.com
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Congratulations on Your Success! 850-926-4677

The Mike’s Feed Store family is  Sintasonond
proud of you & knows that you """ 0en 4
will do great things! \

Proud Sponsor of Student of the Week... FEED STORE °

2

MIKE’S Srves
Student of the Week

Sydney Baker — 12th grader, Wakulla High School

Principal: Michele Falk

-

Achievements/Reason for Nomination: Wakulla High School proudly
recognizes senior Sydney Baker as Student of the Week for her out-
standing leadership and dedication to excellence. As president of the
National Honor Society, Sydney leads a student-driven organization
that has grown to over 175 members this year, setting a remarkable
standard for involvement and achievement. She has been an exem-
plary leader, spearheading fundraising efforts that have raised more
than $5,000 to support NHS scholarships. Sydney’s contagious energy
and commitment to building school spirit have left a lasting mark on
campus, most notably through her organization of a highly successful,
school-wide Spring Carnival. Beyond her leadership accomplishments,
she truly embodies the NHS pillars of character, service, and scholar-
ship in everything she does. Sydney’s future is bright as she prepares to
attend Florida State University’s College of Engineering beginning this = = ; T
summer. Wakulla High is proud to celebrate her many achievements. =~ =« S il { =

STUDENT OF THE WEEK FEATURES A DIFFERENT SCHOOL EACH WEEK.

wdr

Hospice

bigbendhospice.org

formerly
Habitat for Humanity

Re-Sell
Store

850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

Big Bend Hospice
Wakulla Volunteers Wanted

Become a Hospice Volunteer Today!
No prior experience needed - just an open heart and a desire to help.

At Big Bend Hospice, Volunteers are essential to
our mission of compassionate care. Whether you're
supporting patients or helping behind the scenes,
your time makes a lasting difference.

READY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

Visit bigbendhospice.org or call Andrea Zinker
at 850-878-5310 to learn more and get started.

Apply Now!

P)\ Wakr|||§ Wild
nimal Rescue of Wakulla, Inc. () L
WOULD YOU LIKE “ ag aod ’
TO HELP? Spet Dty R @ w FL .

We a|ways need donations
of these items:

SATURDAY, April 4, 2026

Wakulla County
Tax Collectors
Office

SPECIALTY TAGS
$20 - $30 additional

to cost of tag.

FLORIDA STATE PARKS
SPECIALTY LICENSE PLATE
RELEASED: OCTOBER 2021

The revenue collected annually

W_akplla

s EXPLORE OUR STATE PARKS _

from the sale of the Florida State Parks specialty license plate will
be distributed to the Florida State Parks Foundation, a Florida
nonprofit, for their efforts to preserve, protect, sustain, and grow

Floridians interested in purchasing one of the many specialty
license plates offered in Florida are encouraged to visit their local
tax collector or license plate agency. A complete list of Florida’s
specialty license plates can be found on the department’s website.

* Bleach * Pedigree 930 A M — 1 OO P M
* Paper wet & dry ’ ’ ’ ) ) ) )
towels dog food Hudson Park, Crawfordville
* Fruit cocktail ® Friskies wet
* Birdseed & & dry cat Spa paCkage*
nuts food Amenities include:
Florida Wild e Aromatherapy Bubble Bath
ammal ® Le Flea & Tle Spray
Association All Natural Ingredients
198 Edgar Poole Road ® Towel DI:Ylng ’,,/, --':'f:"
Crawfordville, FL 32327 4 e |
3 6F\>3(/M/2A\§85 ] e PAWdecure
All this for only
a $20 suggested
donation!
Other options:

$15* Bath only
$10* Nail Trim only
$15* Anal Gland Expression only

*SUGGESTED DONATION, PROCEEDS BENEFIT HOMELESS
ANIMALS, OUR LOCAL SHELTER AND OTHER PROGRAMS

PUWS

wakulla, inc.
PO Box 1195, Crawfordville FL 32326 ewww.pawsofwakulla.orqe
¢ Like US on Facebook

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED
FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE.
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL,

OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 800-435-7352 | i~anse # CH13163

=

County:Tax:Collector

Florida state parks.
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Wakulla High junior Mattie Harrell

named Sunshine State Scholar

Special to The Sun

Wakulla High School
proudly recognizes ju-
nior Mattie Harrell as
this year’s Sunshine
State Scholar, an honor
that celebrates Florida’s
top students in science,
technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics
(STEM).

The Sunshine State
Scholars Program, spon-
sored by the Florida De-
partment of Education,
highlights one outstand-
ing senior from each dis-
trict who demonstrates
exceptional academic
achievement, leader-
ship, and a commitment
to excellence in STEM
fields. Mattie represents
Wakulla County Schools
among the state’s high-
est-performing students.

Mattie has distin-
guished herself through
a rigorous academic
schedule, earning a 4.30
weighted GPA while ex-
celling in some of Wakul-
la High School’s most
challenging courses,
including Pre-Calculus
Honors, Chemistry Hon-
ors, and ENC1101. As a
dedicated member of the
Medical Academy, she
has set her sights on a

Junior Mattie Harrell represents Wakulla Schools among
the state’s highest-performing students.

future in medicine, with
aspirations of becoming
a physician. Outside of
school, she is a compet-
itive barrel racer and an
active member of 4-H,
where she has taken
on leadership roles and
gained valuable hands-
on experience.

Her Medical Academy

Instructor, Kristi Law-
hon, shared, “Mattie
is an excellent student
who has dreams of be-
coming a physician. She
is extremely driven and
works hard at achieving
her goals. She is a joy to
teach.”

Known for her qui-
et determination and

strong sense of purpose,
Mattie exemplifies the
character and commit-
ment that define Wakul-
la High School’s student
leaders. She follows a
long line of outstanding
recipients and is deeply
deserving of this presti-
gious recognition.

Earlier this month,
Mattie participated in
the statewide Sunshine
State Scholars program,
where she connected
with fellow top students,
educators, and industry
leaders while gaining
insight into future aca-
demic and career oppor-
tunities in STEM fields.

Superintendent Rick
Myhre shared, “Mattie is
an amazing reminder of
the bright future in store
for our community and
for our country. Her out-
standing accomplish-
ments make everyone
proud to know her and
should remind Wakulla
County of the caliber
of students we have in
our schools. Thank you,
Mattie, for the positive
example you set for all
of us!”

Wakulla High School
celebrates Mattie Har-
rell for this outstanding
achievement.

Chamber luncheon

The Tallahassee State College Wakulla Environmental Institute hosted
Wakulla Chamber of Commerce members and guests for a monthly
luncheon, held on Wednesday, March 25, this one catered by Hamak-
nockers Barbecue. At left, Rene Millender of Capital City Bank gets her
lunch and a hug from Mary Wallace, who serves as mistress of ceremo-
nies for the luncheons. The events provide an opportunity for busi-
nesspeople to socialize, have some lunch, and maybe win a door prize.

(Photo by Lynda Kinsey)

Judge Smith

From Front Page

of the judiciary, and
embarrassment that
his conduct was not
patient, dignified, or

courteous to the liti-
gants and lawyers that
he was dealing with in
an official capacity.”
The judge has had a
good reputation in the

legal community since
being appointed to the
bench as a Leon County
judge back in 2015.
“Judge Smith hopes
that the accepting of a
public reprimand helps
restore perception of
the integrity of the ju-

diciary,” the JQC wrote.
It noted as well that the
judge has implemented
practical procedures
such as taking recess-
es and adjournments
when faced with acri-
monious or contentious
court proceedings.

Hit and run driver

From Front Page

That, too, was Judge
Miller’s concern as he
pronounced sentence:
Had she stayed at the
scene of the accident,
she would likely have
only faced a traffic in-
fraction.

But her choices to try
to escape responsibility
for her actions, including
a first appearance order
by Judge Miller that she
not drive, which she vio-

lated a few months later
by being caught driving
to Tallahassee to have
her nails done, which
led to revocation of her
bond and being held in
jail, which showed she
never had any intention
to follow his orders, the
judge said.

Noting Nelson is a
pharmacist with ad-
vanced college degrees,
he said it was “egregious
and incomprehensible
to me that someone as

Happy Easter!

Christ is risen! A

He is risen indeed! |'

Alleluia!

Join us for an Easter

We invite you to join us as we
celebrate the resurrectioh'of our

elebration at

il égl@‘@@C@
087 e

hurch

" Crawfordville, FI - 850-926-7808

smart as you” could
make these bad choices.

Pointing to past felony
charges from 2011 in
Leon County for bank
fraud and criminal use
of ID as additional rea-
sons he decided to go
with the maximum sen-
tence.

Judge Miller an-
nounced Nelson would
be sentenced to 15 years
in state prison for the
charge of leaving the
scene with serious bodily
injury.

As the hearing ad-
journed, bailiffs took

Nelson to be fingerprint-
ed and she began crying
loudly. The bailiffs al-
lowed her to see her fam-
ily, hug them goodbye,
and she began sobbing
loudly and saying: “I'm
sorry! I'm sorry! Take
care of my kids! Please
take care of my kids!”

Nelson has two
daughters, a 9-year-old
and 16-year-old, and is
a single parent.

Judge Miller was as-
signed the case after Cir-
cuit Judge Layne Smith
recused himself from the
case.
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CRAWFORDVILLE

EASTER EGG HUNT

& HOTDOG LUNCH
Open to the public

SaturdApriI 4
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

First Baptist Church of Crawfordville
3086 Crawfordville Highway

Parents, bring your kids for a joyful
Easter Egg Hunt

and stay for a hotdog lunch!
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PUBLIC NOTICES:

For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla Sun provides

this Public Notice Section for all Public Notices not
published in the Legal Notice section of the newspaper.

FLORIDA
J PUBLIC NOTICES

ORIDAPUBLICHNOTICES.COM

City of Sopchoppy
Notice of Public Meeting

The City of Sopchoppy will hold two regular
monthly meetings Monday, April 13, 2026, at
6:30 p.m. and Monday, April 27, 2026, at 3:00
p-m. Both meetings will be held at City Hall, 105
Municipal Avenue, Sopchoppy, FL.

Purpose of Meeting: General Business.

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by
the board, agency, or commission with respect to any
matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he or
she will need a record of the proceedings, and that,
for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that
verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which
record includes the testimony and evidence upon
which the appeal is to be based.

Persons with a disability needing a special accommodation
should contact the City of Sopchoppy, Administration

Office at least two (2) days prior to the meeting at (850)
962-4611. April 2, 2026

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

WAKULLA COUNTY BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

INVITATION TO BID NO. ITB
2026-06
ST. MARKS FIRE RESCUE
FACILITY CONSTRUCTION

ADVERTISEMENT BEGIN DATE:
APRIL 2, 2026

RELEASE DATE: APRIL 2, 2026

BIDS DUE TO BOCC:
MAY 19, 2026 @ 3:00 PM EST

Sealed bids will be received at the Office of the Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners, 3093 Crawfordville Highway, Crawford-
ville, FL 32327, until 3:00 PM. EST on May 19, 2026. At which
time, bids will be opened and read aloud. Bids received after
the deadline will not be accepted.
The principal feature of this procurement by the County
is known as ST. MARKS FIRE RESCUE FACILITY CON-
STRUCTION. The specifications of this procurement are stat-
ed in ITB 2026-06.
The ITB and any addenda issued will be posted to the Coun-
ty’s Website at www.mywakulla.com, or can be obtained by
contacting the County Procurement Office at Procurement@
mywakulla.com, or
850-926-0919, EXT 715.
All technical inquiries and clarification requests shall be sub-
mitted in writing to the Procurement Office at Procurement@
mywakulla.com in accordance with the ITB. Verbal clarifica-
tions will not be provided.
A mandatory pre-bid conference is scheduled for APRIL 16,
2026, at 10:00 a.m. EST. The meeting will be held at the Wakul-
la County Board of County Commissioners Administration
Office, 3093 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327. The
meeting is MANDATORY for all contractors who plan to sub-
mit bids. Attendees must sign in at the pre-bid conference in
order to be authorized to bid on the project. All question(s)
asked at the pre-bid meeting will not be formally addressed via
addendum unless provided to the County in writing.
A person or affiliate who has been placed on the convicted ven-
dor list following a conviction for a public
entity crime may not submit a bid on a contract to provide any
goods or services to a public entity, may not submit a bid on
a contract with a public entity for the construction or repair
of a public building or public work, may not submit bids on
leases of real property to a public entity, may not be awarded or
perform work as a contractor, supplier, subcontractor, or con-
sultant under a contract with any public entity, and may not
transact business with any public entity in excess of the thresh-
old amount provided in Section 287.017, Florida Statutes, for
CATEGORY TWO ($35,000) for a period of 36 months from
the date of being placed on the convicted vendor list.
The Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners re-
serves the right to waive informalities in any bid; reject any
or all proposals, in whole or in part; re-bid a project, in whole
or in part; and to accept a proposal that in its judgment is the
lowest and best bid of a responsible bidder. In accepting a bid,
Wakulla County may award a contract based only on the base
bid, the base bid plus all alternates, or the base bid plus any
Alternates which Wakulla County selects -- with all decisions
being made based upon what Wakulla County believes to be
the best interests of its ratepayers, in the reasonable exercise
of its discretion. Wakulla County further reserves the right to
increase or decrease quantities as may be required to meet the
needs of Wakulla County, at the unit price which was bid.
Wakulla County is an Equal Opportunity Employer
MBE/WBE businesses are encouraged to participate
Wakulla County strictly enforces open and fair competition
Wakulla County does not discriminate based on race, color,
national origin, sex, religion, age, marital status, or disability/
handicapped status in employment or provision of service.
ADA - Special Accommodations: Any person requiring ac-
commodations by the County due to a disability should call the
Purchasing Office at 850-926-0919 at least five (5) days prior to
any pre-response conference, response opening, or meeting. If
you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the County
Purchasing Office by the Florida Relay Service, which can be
reached at 1-800-955-8771 (TDD). April 2, 2026

Your local source for news.
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Opinions

THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-

www.thewakullasun.com

of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,

and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

By JUDGE LAYNE
SMITH

Most people have
read or heard the as-
sertion, “Your name is
Mudd!” As a boy, I as-
sumed that the “Mudd”
being referred to was
a mixture of dirt and
water. I thought it was
the equivalent of calling

Ask Judge Smith: What’s in a name?

someone a dirty dog. If
I had paid closer atten-
tion, I would have no-
ticed that “Mudd” is a
surname. Do you know
where the saying comes
from? Here goes!

On April 14, 1865,
John Wilkes Booth
assassinated Presi-

dent Abraham Lincoln
at Ford’s Theater in
Washington, D.C. The
assassin fled the scene
on horseback. During
his escape, Booth broke
his left leg. The nation
responded by conduct-
ing a massive manhunt
to bring Booth to jus-
tice. Even so, Booth
remained at large for
twelve days.

Booth wanted to
escape to the South,

find protection and sup-
port. His broken bone
hurt and made travel-
ing difficult. Keeping
his foot in a stirrup and
walking aggravated his
swollen leg and made it
hard to wear a boot.

Booth sought medi-
cal help, which he ob-
tained from a Maryland
doctor named Samuel
Mudd. The two men had
met before, and Mudd
was a Southern sympa-
thizer. Dr. Mudd gave
Booth respite and treat-
ed his injuries. Then,
he supplied Booth with
a fresh horse and food.
Afterward, Booth re-
sumed his escape, and
the U.S. Army arrested
Dr. Mudd.

A military commis-

and found him guilty of
aiding Booth’s escape.
He was deemed an ac-
cessory, after the fact,
to the President’s as-
sassination. As punish-
ment, Dr. Mudd served
prison time.

The saying “Your
name is Mudd” derives
from Dr. Mudd and is
always intended as an
insult. It’s the same as
calling someone a trai-
tor.

How do people in
modern times deal with
infamous or unwanted
names? They petition
the circuit court for a
name change. Allow me
to explain.

The name change
petition asks for ba-
sic information. You

and provide some de-
tails about your life. At
name-change hearings,
I ask questions to en-
sure no one changes
their names to avoid
consequences, such as
ducking prosecution or
debt.

Suppose your hip-
pie mother named you
Righteous Moonbean,
and as fate would have
it, you grew up to be
a conservative Repub-
lican. In exchange for
the filing fee and a peti-
tion, I can change your
name to Ronald Rea-
gan, IV.

Sharing a last name
with an assassin can
be a buzz-kill. If so, I
can change your name
from James Oswald to

er!

If your dad is bad and
it makes you sad, I can
change your surname.
If you took your hus-
band’s surname and
are getting a divorce, I
can restore your prior
last name or give you
an entirely new last
name. It’s up to you.

Are you sick of alpha-
betical order discrimi-
nation? As a Smith, I
can relate! I can change
your last name from
Zeegers to Aardvark.
If so, the last shall be
first! Matthew 20:16.

The Honorable J.
Layne Smith is the Cir-
cuit Judge assigned to
Wakulla County, Flori-
da, a bestselling author,

where he expected to

sion tried Dr. Mudd

must identify yourself

James Bond. Way cool-

and a public speaker.

LETTERS FROM READERS

Sign petition to support Wakulla Transportation

Editor, The Sun:

I would like to thank Bill Snowden
and The Wakulla Sun for shedding
light on our counties’ disadvantaged
transportation system, which is op-
erated by Wakulla County Senior
Citizens.

It is rather ironic that we posted

an article in last month’s Neighbor
discussing how much the system
has improved over the last couple of
years.

It is also noteworthy that we were
able to improve operations, while
also bringing the financial side of
the equation to a point where we
were no longer having to subsidize
transportation with senior dollars.

Something on your mind?

Email Letters to the Editor to editor@thewakullasun.
com; or mail it The Wakulla Sun, 12 Arran Road,
Crawfordville FL 32327; or drop it by the office on the
courthouse square.

One thing that we would like to
expand on in last week’s ARPC board
meeting was the first agenda item.
The first one was a 15-minute review
about how well Wakulla County has
done with their transportation sys-
tem and that we were awarded an
A+ for the quality and growth of the
service that we were offering our citi-
zens while still staying in budget.

The second and last ARPC agen-
da item was to turn around and pull
the rug out from under our feet with
a proposal to award our system to
Big Bend Transit. We have reviewed
the other counties that Big Bend
Transit operates in and note from
the Florida Commission for Trans-
portation Disadvantaged evaluation
sheets that their ridership, or num-
ber of trips, is flat-lining in Gulf and
Franklin counties, and going down

in Madison, Jefferson, Taylor, and
Gadsden counties while Wakulla
went up over 20%.

We still have a chance to turn this
administrative boondoggle around
so if you care about Wakulla’s trans-
portation system staying as it is here
in Wakulla, and maintaining its ex-
cellence, I would encourage you to
contact The Florida Commission for
the Transportation Disadvantaged
@ 850-410-5700 or email CTDOm-
budsman@dot.state.fl.us

You can also sign our petition by
going to Wakulla Senior Center on
Facebook or visiting the Wakulla
Senior Center located at 33 Michael
Drive , Crawfordville, F1 32327.

John Shuff
Board Chairman
Wakulla Senior Citizens Council

Thursday, April 2

+ The Rotary Club of Wakulla meets at TSC
Wakulla at 8:30 a.m.

o The VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be held
at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in Crawfordville,
every Thursday. There are concessions and raf-
fles.

» Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. ev-
ery Thursday at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, April 3

+ A blue pinwheel garden to raise awareness of
National Child Abuse Prevention Month will
be on display at the Wakulla County Depart-
ment of Health beginning at 8:30 a.m.

» Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 8
p-m. every Friday at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, April 4

o Wakulla Chamber of Commerce’s annual
Low Country Boil will be held at 3Y Ranch be-
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On the Horizon
Calendar of events for the week of April 2

ginning at 5 p.m.

« PAWS Pamper Your Pooch will be held from
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Hudson Park. Spa pack-
ages or a la carte: Nails, bath, anal gland expres-
sion. The fundraiser benefits homeless pets in
Wakulla.

« Easter Egg Hunt and Hot Dog Lunch will be
held at First Baptist Church of Crawfordville,
3086 Crawfordville Hwy., from 11 am. to 1
p.m.

» Deadmen Walking Music Festival will be
held at Palaver Tree Theater, 59 Shadeville
Road. Acts include Apalach Sound, Anemoia,
Blairstone, Palace Rats, The Deadmen, Mad-
den Metcalf, and Banquet.

Sunday, April 5

« HAPPY EASTER!

o Wakulla Giving Hands holds a food give-
away every Sunday from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. at
the facility across from Medart Elementary on
Highway 98.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets every Sunday
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at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee St.
Monday, April 6

+ County commission meets in the commis-
sion boardroom beginning at 6 p.m.

o The Wakulla Respite Program is available
for anyone with memory impairment at no
cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake Ellen Baptist
Church every Monday.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. for
women and 8 p.m. for men every Monday at
54 Ochlockonee St.

» Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class with Mar-
garet every Monday at 11 a.m. First Baptist
Church CLC Building in Crawfordville. Bring
amat.

« Line Dancing Class is held at Wakulla Dance
Academy every Monday from 7 to 9 p.m. $5
per person. Wear dance shoes or tennis shoes.

Tuesday, April 7

» Sopchoppy community dinner is held every

week at the Towles House at 6:30 p.m.
« Alcoholics Anonymous meets every Tuesday
at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, April 8

» Wakulla County Garden Club meets at the
Wakulla County Library from noon to 2 p.m.
Guest speaker will be Extension Director Clay-
ton Bania on Integrated Pest Management.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and
6:30 p.m. every Wednesday at 54 Ochlockonee
St.

UPCOMING
Saturday, April 11

o Worm Gruntin’ Festival in Sopchoppy. be-
ginning with the Wiggle Worm Fun Run at
8 am., the worm gruntin’ contest at 10 a.m.,,
and live music beginning at 11:30 a.m. And the
Worm Grunters Ball with the Rick Ott Band
will be held at Civic Brewing beginning at 6:30
p.m.

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

You can support The Wakulla Sun
with a tax-deductible donation to help
us cover the stories that matter to you.

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important
topics in our community.

Your contributions will equip our
newsroom to better serve you and all
our readers.

That means:

* More reporters on the street

* More local news about our com-
munity

* More local content on the environ-
ment and local businesses

A little bit goes a long way. With your
help, we can keep the presses running
through hard times.

We would very much appreciate your
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with
its principal place of business in Florida.

The Florida Press Foundation is
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other
information about the Florida Press
Foundation’s purpose, programs and
activities can be obtained by visiting
https:/ /floridapressfoundation.org or
by writing to Florida Press Foundation
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304,
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or
check. If by check, payment must be
made to the Florida Press Foundation
and write in the check memo line that
you want the donation to go to The
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304,
Tallahassee FL 32301
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Tree service &
Stump grinding
850-509-3868

If you are a business and want to be seen...
this is your spot to advertise!!!

Would you like to remind people that you are open for business,
have you moved, are you offering new products or services?

This is your spot to advertise!

Contact Lynda Kinsey 850-962-8019 . LKinsey@TheWakullaSun.com
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Polled at Taiste-full Events in the Park:

What Springtime activity doyou like best?
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Wakulla Crossroads

By VERNA BROCK

I genuinely hope weve had the
dreaded, the legendary, “last cold-snap
before Easter” now. The whipsnapping
between nearly ninety and forty-five de-
grees is getting old. Once it gets really
warm for a few days, the sap begins to
rise and plants start to “wake up.” All
that tender growth can’t handle a sud-
den cold plunge. Not to mention, I'm
not overly fond of the fluctuating tem-
peratures for myself either!

Lately, I drive past ditches full of wild
lilies and thistles getting ready to burst
into full purple regalia. The grandfa-
ther greybeards and dogwoods are in
full bloom, strewn through the forests
like freshly laundered linens blowing in
the breeze. Wild azaleas, in shades of
orange and pink, dot the countryside.
Yellow jasmine is beginning to bloom,
and tiny wildflowers in fuchsia, blue,
white and yellow are abuzz with bees
collecting nectar and honey.

Sometimes my eye spies old aban-
doned homesites where ancient for-
mosan azaleas and stands of amaryllis
continue to bloom. Of course, purple
wisteria climbs every pine, and fes-
toons every oak tree, in abundance.
Wild white roses the size of saucers,
wend in and out of fences and shrubs.
I love Springtime in all its glory, with
fresh greens of new growth and leaves
unfurling, before our eyes, every day.

It’s also the time of year our skies
fill with swallowtailed kites and hawks
of every description. The kites, once
thought to be gone from our area,
seem more plentiful every Spring. Casa
Brock has at least one long term pair
of hawks that nest here each Spring.
Songbirds are migrating northward
with the warming weather. Early every
morning, a cacophony of sweet music
from crows, cardinals, blue jays, mock-
ingbirds, bluebirds and robins (to name
just a few) greets me.

Evenings bring the nightly concerts

provided by an amphibious chorus
filled with every voice, from tenors to
bassos profundos. They gather around
the pond and sing their little hearts out.
Every now and then a rooster or pea-
cock decides to join in for emphasis. If
I'm lucky, a few lightning bugs will be
flitting about, lighting the darkness. All
in all, Spring is my favorite season!

Maundy Thursday services will be
held at the Woodville United Methodist
Church at 6 p.m. On Saturday the con-
gregation will host an Easter egg hunt
at 11 a.m., followed by lunch. Free and
open to the public, everyone is wel-
come.

On Easter Sunday, there will be a
sunrise service at 7, at the Wakulla
UMC, followed by light refreshments in
the fellowship hall. The Woodville UMC
will celebrate Easter at its regular 11
a.m. service. Everyone is invited to join
us, at whichever service suits you!

This past week our children threw
us an anniversary party to celebrate 50
years of marriage at Wakulla Springs. It
was a lovely evening, in one of my very
favorite places on Earth. Not only that,
it was especially festive as the location

for Wakulla High School’s 2026 Prom!

I couldn’t resist contemplating how
much the world has changed in the
past fifty years. Even though it seems
like yesterday, fifty years is a long time.
As someone who loves and studies his-
tory, it has been quite a journey. My
generation bears witness to some of the
most tumultuous events in the coun-
try’s life, as did my parents’ and grand-
parents’ generations, ad infinitum. All
of this, even as we prepare to celebrate
the sesquisemiquincentennial (fancy
for 250th anniversary!) of the United
States’ birth.

What is the old curse? “May ye live in
interesting times”? Perhaps the truth is
that we always live in interesting times,
regardless of when those times occur.
Methinks our times may become more
interesting every day. I can’t wait to
watch it all unfold, for the most part.
After all, as a species, humanity has
always chosen to live with a certain
amount of denial to keep leaping fear-
lessly forward. Why should that change
now? Are you ready for the future? It’s
coming, ready or not!

Sopchoppy News

By DJ BUTCH

I'm ready for the river, beach and
pool... T love to see all the beautiful
flowers blooming around Sopchoppy.
It is absolutely beautiful!

The FSU Tucker Civic Center
reached out for me to promote the
Monster Truck event and give away
tickets. I decided not to do it because
it is on the same weekend as the Worm
Gruntin’ Festival and I already cut a

BUY LOCAL
SUPPORT FLORIDA FARMERS

deal to promote the festival and host
the worm gruntin’ contest.

But I'm super excited for these type
of opportunities and I may be able to
give some of you that follow me on
social media free tickets to some cool
events in the future. I'm super hon-
ored and thankful that the biggest
venue around here wants to partner
with me!

I talked to some cool people at the
beer and oyster festival! One nice lady

Tovo lasles betler when dis
grown closer lo-lome]

EsHE

was from Canada! She follows my con-
tent and loves fishing. She showed me
all kinds of fish her family caught in
Canada. They ice fish! I told her I get
too cold. She said you get used to it.
I'm from Florida so I doubt it...

Listen for me on Wave 94.1 talking
about the Worm Gruntin’ Festival.
We are getting ready for the big event
April 11th. Snap released 1,000-1,500
worms in the worm gruntin’ area...

When driving through Sopchoppy
please stop at all stop signs. I know I
have mentioned this before but I see
people running the stop signs. We

~
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have children walking, people biking,
skateboarding, scooters, golf carts.

When God gives you a vision or
Dream in your heart. It’s yours... Work
towards your dream. Pray and let God
guide you to greatness. Have faith!
Lean not on your own understanding.
Pray everyday! Push good energy ev-
erywhere you go. Plant seeds of love
and it will grow and produce fruit!
No matter what you’re going through,
keep going! Praise Him in the storm.
Everything happens for a reason in ev-
ery season. Blessings are coming! God
Bless you all from Sopchoppy.

N\ /
-~
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HOME ON THE RANGE

By MARJ LAW

“What do you think
the mature new shoot-
er expects of their first
handgun?” I ask Joe. We
help a lot of those who
are middle-age and older
at the Wakulla County
Sheriff’'s Office range, so
this is the age group I'm
targeting when asking
him this question.

“Well, what did you ex-
pect to find with your first
gun?” he counters.

I have to think for a
while. It has been a while.
Okay. Quite a while.

“I wanted a gun to
learn on. One to keep
at my bedside, because
I was alone at the time
and was mostly afraid at
night. And I wanted one
small enough to keep in
my purse. One to carry
that would neutralize the
threat of someone intend-
ing to harm me.”

“Is that all you want-
ed?” he asks. There might
be a tiny bit of amuse-
ment in his voice.

“At the time, I wanted a
gun with almost no recoil.
I've always been small-
boned and not particu-
larly strong. I wanted one
that was easy to use. One
with a light trigger. One
with a slide that was easy

What the new shooter wants

to rack. One that isn’t
very loud when fired. One
with big white dot sights
so they would be easy to
see. A lightweight gun.”

“What do you think of
those wishes now?” he
asks, smiling. “Sounds
like a one-size-fits-all gun
to me! Now that you've
been shooting for years,
what do you think of your
original criteria?”

“Okay. You’re right.
There’s probably not one
gun made that does all
that,” I agree, and con-
tinue.

“You do have to start
somewhere. A .22 is a
fine learner’s gun. With
a .22, there’s very little
recoil, especially if you
shoot a full-size gun with
some weight to it. Three
that come to mind are the
Smith & Wesson Victory,
the Browning Buckmark,
and the Ruger Mark IV.
The mass of these guns
absorbs recoil, so the
mass and the low caliber
keep the recoil low.”

“And,” I resume, “when
there’s low recoil, there’s
less likelihood that you'll
flinch when the gun fires.
Otherwise, with a larger
caliber, the recoil and the
shooting noise may cause
you to flinch, causing the
muzzle to jerk off-target.
Flinching is a bad habit
which is hard to break.”

“True,” he says. “So,
what’s the problem with
buying a .22?”

“Well, it probably won’t
be long before you’ll want
another handgun. The .22
is super for target practice
and learning, but then
you’ll probably want a
gun with more power to
protect yourself from Mr.
Bad. This is unfortunate,
because even .22s are

SAND FIDDLER CRAB
(Uca pugilator)

Smallest of fiddler crabs at 0.5”, males use their
larger claws to claim territory. If they lose a claw
fighting the small claw will grow larger while a
new claw regenerates. Thus, they can be left or
right clawed. Thousands live in areas bordering
tidal pools and estuaries where they dig small
holes for shelter and to seek food. The constant
digging brings nutrients to the surface stimulating
growth of plants, microbes, and aerating the soil.

Eukarya, Animalia, da, Malacostraca, Decapoda, Ocypodidae
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e Grip Safety

expensive. You don’t want
to purchase a gun only
to find out that you want
another one fairly soon.”

“I'm a believer in taking
a handgun class first,”
he explains. “If you take
a class, and then visit
a range where you have
rented a .22, then you’re
well on your way to being
able to handle a larg-
er-caliber gun. If you don’t
take a class, you might
find that an experienced
shooter friend has a .22
you could borrow. Even
better, this experienced
person could take you to
the range and remind you
of safety rules.”

“True,” 1 reply. “And 1
did take a class way back
when. After that, you met
me, and ended up buying
me a Ruger Mark III .22.
Soon though, it wasn’t
long before I knew I could
handle a larger-caliber
gun. But if I'd have bought
the .22 myself, and then
wanted to buy a .380 or a
9mm handgun, [ wouldn'’t
have been thrilled at the
expense. Remember, the
new shooter wants a one-
size-fits-all gun.”

Joe knows that won’t
work and starts hum-
ming: “You can’t always
get what you want...”

“Now, Joe, be nice.
First time shooters don’t
realize that.”

“And,” I continue, “Way
back when, the .380s
and 9mm guns of today
weren’t available. Take
the Smith & Wesson M&P
Shield .380 EZ, for exam-
ple. That’s a very easy gun
to handle. Now, like this
S&W, some of the other
.380s are almost as easy
to shoot as the .22, but
they are more powerful.
You can buy target am-
munition, and if you want
defensive ammo, you can
often find that, too. Of
course, you have to make
sure your particular gun
can handle the heavier
ammunition.

Also, many mature
people might find the
9mm EZ to be something
they can handle. Several
of the newer 9mm guns
are fairly soft shooting.
The options of today are
much more new-shoot-
er-oriented than they
were a couple decades
ago. Once you've prac-
ticed with a .22, all the
criteria you originally
wished for might be found
in the higher-caliber gun
you purchase. It’s even
possible you could find a
gun to carry in a purse,
on your body or to keep
in the home.”

“Okay,” Joe agrees.
“What else does newbie
want in a gun?”

“Well, a woman wants

to know what to wear. In
the past, shooting at the
range was a male-domi-
nated field.”

“What to wear? Isn’t
that superficial?” Joe
scoffs. “She’ll have to
have ‘eyes’ and ‘ears’ be-
cause that’s required at
the range. And a woman
knows, for instance, not
to wear high heels. Right?
So, what’s the prob?”

“She needs to be com-
fortable. Most of the year,
in Florida, that means
shorts. You've got gun
shooting residue and
sand all around, so you
should be able to toss
your clothes in the wash-
er. And wear something
like a T-shirt.”

“Yes,” he agrees, “But
not one with a scoopy
low neckline. Hot brass
casings could fly your way
and get caught down your
shirt.”

“True. And a woman
might want to leave ear-
rings and rings at home.”

“Why? She wants to
appear guy-ish?” he grins.

“No, silly. Wearing
rings, especially on both
hands, is painful when
you’re squeezing your
hands together trying to
get a firm hold on the
grip. And, when you're
wearing the earmuff style
of hearing protection, the
muffs can press against

your earrings, and these
press into your head.
Believe me, that’s not
comfortable.”

“Shoes,” Joe suggests.
“Closed-toe shoes will
keep the brass off your
feet.”

“I wear sandals all the
time. Shoes are too hot
for me. If brass hits my
foot, it just bounces off. It
never stays long enough
to burn.”

“What about hair? You
gals are always fiddling
with your hair,” he grins.

“Hair is pretty much a
lost cause, unless your
hair is long enough to pull
back into a ponytail. It’s
so hot down here, you’re
going to sweat. Those
heavy earmuffs don’t
help, either. Your hair
will probably be mashed
to your head and dripping
with sweat. Your clothes
will be damp, too. So, I'd
suggest wearing comfort-
able, washable clothing,
and don’t bother to pay
much attention to how
you look.

I wish someone had
told me all this when I
was new to shooting,” I
added.

Marj Law is the former
director of Keep Wakulla
County Beautiful who has
become an avid shooter in
retirement.

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Photographer Lisa Vince was ex-
cited to share some nature photos
she took, like this close-up of
some spiderwort flowers.
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into life on and under the water
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Local writers share their experiences
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License-free fishing
weekend, April 4-5

From FWC News

Mark your calen-
dars for an opportu-
nity to go freshwater
fishing during the up-
coming Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conser-
vation Commission’s
license-free freshwa-
ter fishing weekend!

This spring’s li-
cense-free fishing
weekend is on April 4
and 5 and invites res-
idents and visitors to
explore the many rec-
reational freshwater
fishing opportunities
Florida has to offer.
Whether you like to
fish from the shore or
your boat, there is a
place to go fishing for
everyone.

If you have not
been fishing before or
need a refresher, get
started fishing with
these tips for a great
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time on the water.

All other rules,
such as seasons, bag
and size limits apply.
To renew or purchase
a fishing license, visit
GoOutdoorsFlorida.
com.

Anglers of all ages
and skill levels are
encouraged to take
advantage of this spe-
cial weekend that al-
lows them to reel in
their favorite fresh-
water species without
the need for a fishing
license.

FWC is hosting two
family fishing events
during this weekend,
so if you are in the
area make sure to
check them out for a
day full of fishing fun:

e Tenoroc Fish
Management Area,
3829 Tenoroc Mine
Road, Lakeland,
33805 April 4, 8 a.m.

-1 pm.

Pre-registration is
required and ends
on Friday, April 3, at
S p.m. Call the FWC
at 863-648-3200 to
register for the event.
There will be a casting
contest, exhibitors
and other outdoor
activities for youth
participants. A free
lunch will be provided
by Publix Supermar-
kets and the Fish &
Wildlife Foundation
of Florida. Bait and
a limited number of
loaner rods and reels
will also be provid-
ed free of charge to
youth aged 15 and
younger. A parent or
guardian must ac-
company youth par-
ticipants.

e Florida Bass
Conservation Center,
3583 County Road
788, Webster, 33597

Your local

for news.

April 4, 9 a.m. — 2
p.-m.

Attendees should
bring fishing gear and
bait. A free lunch of
hotdogs and ham-
burgers will be pro-
vided by Vital Fleet
Services.

Visit MyFWC.com
and learn where to go
fishing or how to find
a boat ramp or pier
near you.

To earn recognition
and prizes for sub-
mitting your catch-
es, check out FWC’s
freshwater angler rec-
ognition programs
TrophyCatch and Big
Catch.

Did you have a day
of fishing fun? Plan
for the next freshwa-
ter license-free fish-
ing weekend on June
13 and 14.

source

’ SR By Gregg Stanton 'Wakl/tllw

Rain! June 28, 2012

We love the rain, and the more rain the better since
we know our underground rivers are locally recharged.

Our karst environment usually soaks up precipitation
quickly, filling swamps that then overflow into sink-
holes transporting nutrients and tannins down to our
patiently waiting troglofites (blind cave critters).

Water that falls on sandy soil moves more slowly be-
fore reaching the pheatic conduits creating clear water
weeks later. Tropical Storm Debby is no exception.

Now as a person who spends a lot of time underwater,
[ am particular about redundancy. In other words, I like
back ups. While serving FSU as their dive safety officer,
I was often accused of wearing a belt and suspenders
(too much of a good thing). I want many choices so
that when one option does not work, another will. If
my re-breather fails to provide adequate breathing
gas, I can turn to an abundance of traditional open
circuit gas.

When I saw we had a storm approaching, I dutiful-
ly made sure my shop had a rebuilt sewer lift pump
(pricey little devils). I replaced the float switches on
my boats’ twin bilge pumps. I made sure there was an
abundant supply of fuel for the home generator and
even tested the emergency power system.

[ tended our sail boat in St. Marks as the tide rose up
over the docks, happily soaking my feet in the warm
flooding river water. But I came to discover Monday
night that all those preparations were not enough. I
let my guard down briefly and unusual circumstances
caught me out.

Complacency in the end is what catches us unpre-
pared. I did not take this storm seriously enough,
spending the afternoon at the shop while over 12 inches
of rain fell in Crawfordville. Recall, I live underground.
The power failed at home while I was at the center. No
power means no electricity to run the pumps that keep
my home dry during severe storms.

When my wife reached home at the end of the day,
she found water at the door step, the garage already
flooded. I followed and soon had the generator run-
ning, but the volume coming down overwhelmed the
pump circuitry. Two hours later and we turned the
tide, soaking out tile floors, but no further damage.
We were exhausted, but happy to have learned yet
another valuable lesson.

Tomorrow, I install a redundant pump, and seek ways
to better monitor the power grid at home.

I love Wakulla County’s abundant water, and respect
it’s unexpected surprises!

Editor’s Note: This is a repeat of a column from
2012. R

Nothing
But Your
Footprints
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What if God didn’t want a relationship with you?

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

Imagine what life
would be like if God
didn’t want a relation-
ship with us. Think how
incredibly hard and
lonely it would be.

Here’s another
thought: What if Jesus

had never risen from
the dead? How empty
would our prayers feel
if we were talking to a
God who had gracious-
ly died for our sins but
remained dead to this
day? We’d probably stop
praying altogether.

But thankfully, every
day - especially on Eas-
ter — we celebrate not
only that Jesus wants
us to know Him, but also
that He’s alive!

Jesus died for us so
we could be free from the
bondage of sin, live in a
relationship with Him for
all eternity — and have
His resurrection power
living within us.

As we prepare our
hearts for Easter, let’s
take steps to better un-
derstand the Easter mes-
sage by meditating on
and applying Philippians
3:10 (ESV): “That I may
know him and the power
of his resurrection.”

It will completely
change our relationship
with our heavenly Fa-
ther. It will transform
our lives.

How would know-
ing God (really, really
knowing God) help you
pray more honestly and
more consistently? And
how would experiencing
a transformed, resur-
rected life affect your

choices, especially the
behav1ors you’d love to
change?

Today can be differ-
ent. This day can be the
first day of a new life
for everyone who has
trusted Jesus as their
Savior. We don’t have to
continue living in a way
that brings us (and those
around us) sorrow and
disappointment.

Not a believer?

If you don’t know Je-
sus as your Savior (the
One Who paid for your
sins by dying on the
cross), consider accept-
ing His gift of salvation
right now. Invite Jesus
to make His home in

your heart and life by
confessing to God that
you're a sinner. Tell Him
you know you can'’t per-
form enough good deeds
or say enough prayers
to redeem yourself. Ask
Jesus to be Your Savior
and Lord (the author-
ity of your life). If you
do, this will be the best
Easter you've ever expe-
rienced.

Only Christ can save
you from hell. God loves
you and wants you to
spend eternity with Him,
so He sent His only Son
to die an agonizing death
for your sins. Three days
later, He rose from the
dead.

“He has risen indeed!”

The King of kings and
Lord of lords wants to
have a warm and per-
sonal relationship with
you! What’s more, your
Redeemer ... your Risen
Savior ... desires to be
actively involved in your
life.

As unbelievable as
this may seem, it’s ab-
solutely true.

Sheryl H. Boldt is a
sales executive for Wave
94 and author of the
blog, www. TodayCanBe-
Different.net. Connect
with her at SherylHBoldLt.
Wave94@gmail.com.

By CHERYL CRUCE

It was one of those
lazy Saturday afternoons
in early spring when my
daughter suggested we
ride down to the river in
the side-by-side. So, with
my grandson tucked be-
tween us, we set off on
our little adventure -
only to have it cut short
by a flat tire. We hobbled
our way back home, and
instead of sitting along
the riverbank, we found

ourselves gathered
around a picnic table in
the backyard.

Strangely  enough...

there was no disappoint-
ment in the change of
plans. If anything, it gave
us something we might
have missed. There was
no loud hum of the en-
gine — just conversation.

Beneath the pecan
trees, in the quiet beauty
of her backyard, we sat
together with sweet iced
tea and a bowl of cheesy
popcorn my grandson
had brought along. It
was simple. We brought
what we had... and we
enjoyed the moment.

So many times in
life, we believe we need
grand moments — some-
thing full, something
planned, something with
a little more “bang for

It was enough

your buck” - to truly en-
joy ourselves. And yet,
it is often the simplest
moments that leave the
deepest imprint on our
hearts. That day we
brought what we had
and it was enough.
Scripture reminds us
that it doesn’t take much
for God to do something
meaningful. In the Gos-
pel of John, we read of
a young boy in a crowd
of thousands who had
only a small lunch -
five loaves of bread and
two fish. The need was
great, and what he held
seemed small by com-
parison. It would have
been easy to keep it to
himself, but he offered it
anyway. In the hands of
Jesus, it became some-
thing more. Bread was
broken, fish was shared,

and thousands were fed.
The boy did not perform
the miracle, but he be-
came part of it simply by
bringing what he had.

It was the same with
the poor widow who gave
her two small coins. It
was such a simple offer-
ing that could have easily
been overlooked. Yet Je-
sus noticed. While oth-
ers gave from what they
could spare, she gave
from what she needed. It
wasn’t the amount that
mattered, but her heart.
What seemed small in
the eyes of the world was
fully seen by God. She
did not have much, but
she gave it anyway, plac-
ing all she had into His
care (Mark 12:41-44).

Often what we have
may not seem like much
— a kind word, a moment

to care, or simply show-
ing up when it would
be easier to stay away.
It can feel small in our
hands, hardly worth
offering, compared to
what we think is need-
ed. Scripture reminds us
that God does not ask for
more than we can give.
He simply invites us to
bring what we have, as
we are, without measure
or comparison.

When we place even
the smallest offering in
His hands, something
begins to shift. It may
not always look like a
miracle in the way we ex-
pect, but it becomes part
of something greater
than ourselves. Perhaps
it is like that afternoon
beneath the pecan trees,
as I shared a simple mo-
ment with my daugh-

ter and grandson, with
sweet tea and cheesy
popcorn between us. We
realize that what we had
all along was enough.
And maybe that’s the
truth we carry with us.
Maybe all you have is
something small to offer
— and just maybe, that is
all you need.

Each of you should
give what you have de-
cided in your heart to
give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giv-
er — 2 Corinthians 9:7

Cheryl  Mixon-Cruce
is Pastor of Ochlockonee
Bay United Methodist
Church and Sopchoppy
United Methodist Church.

OUT TO PASTOR

By JAMES SNYDER

After some months of
intense reflection, I have
come to the conclusion
that it is time for my
insanity to retire. The
evidence before me is
so overwhelming that
I'm not sure I have any
other choice. And be-
lieve me, I have looked.

Not that I haven’t
benefited from my in-
sanity. Looking back
over my years, [ can’t
help but notice how
my insanity has been
a positive thing in my
life. I never would’ve
thought this way before,
but after considerable
thinking, I believe this
is so.

Not too many people
can see the positive
side of insanity. How-
ever, in my reflection,
I have discovered how
effective it has been in
my life and in my rela-
tionships. At the time, I
never would've thought
so.

For example, I may be
discussing something
with someone, a friend
of mine, and they look
at me rather strangely
and say, “Are you in-
sane?”

At the time, I was a
little offended by that
remark. And I would

Retiring my insanity

reply, “I am not insane
and I am offended by
you saying that.”

Reflecting on that sit-
uation, I can’t help but
agree with my friend
that I was indeed in-
sane. But it helped me
out of a little situation
there and many more
such situations.

Being insane helps
explain a lot of things
in my life, especially my
life as a husband.

Often, I will be ex-
plaining something to
The Gracious Mistress
of the Parsonage. She
will look at me with one
of “her looks”, put both
hands on her hips and
say very dramatically,
“Are you insane?”

The last time she
said that to me, I re-
plied, “Yes, I am insane.
Thanks for noticing.”

She just walked away,
shaking her head.

In retrospect, that
explains a lot of things
in my life that, at the
time, I didn’t under-
stand what was going
on. Now, because I have
accepted my insanity,
everything I do I can
explain. That sure is
satisfying.

Another positive side
to insanity is that you
don’t have to live up to
the standards of every-
body around you. All my
friends believe they are
perfect and expect me
to live up to their stan-
dard. For years, I have
tried to do that. I have
discovered that there
are no perfect roots in
my life anywhere.

Now that I under-
stand the insanity as-
pect of my life, I no
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longer have to live up
to other people’s stan-
dards. I can relax and
enjoy life as it is without
fulfilling other people’s
expectations nor being
intimidated by them.
When I came to un-
derstand that my life
took on a very positive
attitude.

Now that I have
reached the point in life
where I will be retiring
my insanity, I need to
make some changes.

No longer will I accept
my failures and go on
with life. Now that the
insanity element has
been retired, I need to
take more responsibili-
ty for my actions. That
was not something I
really understood when
I began thinking about
retiring my insanity.

I know it’s a good
idea for me to retire my
insanity, but I sure am
going to miss it. I can’t
remember the times
when, at the end of the
week, I sat in my easy
chair drinking some
coffee and reflecting on
all the insane elements
of my week. Those were
wonderful reflections
and really encouraged
me.

Perfection is now go-
ing to be a factor in my

consideration. I don’t
know how I'm going to
deal with that. Dealing
with my insanity was a
lot better than dealing
with my perfection.

However, I will give
it a try. I'm waiting for
The Gracious Mistress
of the Parsonage to one
day look at me with both
hands on her hips and
say, “Are you perfect or
what?” That certainly
will be a turning point
in my retirement from
insanity. She always no-
ticed my insanity; now
let’s see if she notices
my perfection.

I must confess that
I will allow my insanity
occasionally to come out
of retirement just for a
moment. After all, life is
hard without something
to support it.

At this point in my
life, being personally
responsible for your
activities and actions is
a real hard deal. I never
expected it to be this
hard, but then, that’s
life. As I enter into this
new phase of my life,
I'm going to do it with a
great deal of positivity.
I will fail a lot, but it is
failure that enables a
person to work on their
perfection.

I know I will miss my

Itisn’t about how
your life looks to others... |
how‘lt feel -to you’ ._/
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insanity, but I'm going
to have to get used to it.
Life goes on, and I need
to keep up.

There will be some
moments in my life
when I will get a little
confused, and without
knowing it, my insanity
will reappear. There’s
little I can do about
that. But, I plan to work
on being more perfect
than I was yesterday.

Starting on my per-
fection journey I was re-
minded of an interesting
verse of scripture.

Philippians 3:12 -
“Not as though I had
already attained, either
were already perfect:
but I follow after, if that
I may apprehend that

for which also I am ap-
prehended of Christ
Jesus.”

I agree with Paul that
I’ve not reached per-
fection, but I am striv-
ing after that perfect
in Christ. I'm not influ-
enced by other people’s
standard, but only by
God’s standards reflect-
ed in Christ.

Dr. James L. Snyder
lives in Ocala with the
Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage. Telephone
1-352-216-3025, email
jamessnyder5 1@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.
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YOU ARE WELCOME

No Pressure. No Pretending,
Just a loving family seeking to serve God and others.

Sunday Worship - 10 AM

Dr. James Needham, Pastor

(Also on Facebook)
3803 Coastal Hwy,
Crawfordville, FL
(850) 745- 8412

&

SOpChOppy Sunday School
— United

Methodist
Church

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 850-962-251 |

9:45 a.m.
Worship 1l a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

SUNDAY SERVICE...
10:17a.m.

850-926-7808 » 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordyville
In Medart Across from Wakulla High School
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Obituaries
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DEATH NOTICES

« Richard Beckel, 79, of Crawfordville, died March 27, 2026.
o Cody Leonel Castillo, 31, of Crawfordville, died March 21, 2026.
« Carolyn Dabney Goff, 82, of Woodville, died March 24, 2026.

« Michael N. Watts, 79, of Eastpoint, died March 25, 2026.

Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-926-5919, www.familythc.com.

Sheriff’s Report

This report is for ac-
tivity March 20 to 27.
There were 1,519 total
calls for service during
the week; nine arrests;
216 traffic stops; 25 ci-
tations and 19 traffic
warnings.

FRIDAY, MARCH 20

* Deputy Aimee Hoag-
land responded to the
600 block of River Plan-
tation Road in reference
to a citizen reporting
her vehicle being dam-
aged by an unknown
suspect. Due to lack of
investigative follow up,
this case will be closed
until further informa-
tion becomes available.

e Deputy lan Kilbourn
conducted a traffic stop
on a vehicle for an ex-
pired tag. During the
stop, probable cause
was developed to search
the vehicle. A probable
cause search yielded
small amounts of mari-
juana products.

SATURDAY,
MARCH 21

e Deputy Dustin
Saba responded to Re-
nee Street in reference
to a citizen reporting his
vehicle stolen as well
as several other items
from his property. The
vehicle was entered into
NCIC/FCIC as stolen.

SUNDAY, MARCH 22

e Deputy Joshua
Parker conducted a
traffic stop on a vehi-
cle for no license plate.
Contact was made with
the driver, who only
possessed an ID card.
He was placed under ar-
rest and his vehicle was
towed and inventoried.
A small amount of mar-
ijuana was located and
seized for destruction.

e Lt. David Pienta
conducted a traffic stop

at 460 Coastal Highway.
Contact was made with
the driver who stated
his trailer tag was lost.
The tag was entered
into NCIC/FCIC as be-

ing lost.
. Deputy  Aimee
Hoagland responded

to Dans drive in refer-
ence to a stove on fire.
Wakulla County Fire
Rescue responded and
extinguished the fire.
The stove was valued at
$1,000.

MONDAY, MARCH 23

e Deputy Dakota
Haddock attempted to
conduct a traffic stop
near Summerwind Cir-
cle and Woodville High-
way on a motorcycle
with no license plate.
After a few moments,
Deputy Haddock decid-
ed to terminate the traf-
fic stop due to realizing
the motorcycle was not
going to stop. As Deputy
Haddock continued on
Woodyville Highway, he
observed the driver (lat-
er identified) throw his
belongings away while
traveling on Woodville
Highway. As the driv-
er tossed the items, he
lost control of the mo-
torcycle and veered off
into the ditch on Serena
Road in Leon County.
Due to Deputy Haddock
being able to maintain
a visual on the motor-
cycle, he reactivated his
emergency lights once
more, re-initiating the
traffic stop. As Depu-
ty Haddock made con-
tact with the driver, the
driver was detained and
secured in the patrol ve-
hicle. Deputy Haddock
retrieved the belongings
the driver threw. Due
to Deputy Haddock ad-
vising the driver he was
being placed under ar-
rest, a search incident
to arrest was conducted
which resulted in locat-

ing 9.2 grams of meth-
amphetamine in his be-
longings.

TUESDAY, MARCH 24

e Deputy Jonathan
Kilbourn responded to
Blackfoot Road in refer-
ence to a possible vehicle
burglary. Contact was
made with the report-
ing person who advised
his vehicle had been
broken in to. He stated
he believed this due to
seeing minor damages
as though a “slim jim”
was used on his vehicle
in an attempt to gain
entry. During the inves-
tigation, he stated he
did not have any video
footage of the incident
along with no witnesses
or other evidence perti-
nent to this case. While
speaking with him, he
showed a video of him
speaking with a WCSO
deputy. He stated he
believed the deputy to
be an imposter. Due to
no evidence, along with
the minor damage be-
ing consistent with the
age of the vehicle, this
incident was written for
informational purposes.

e Deputy Jonathan
Kilbourn conducted
a traffic stop on a ve-
hicle for faulty equip-
ment. During the stop,
it was discovered that
the driver of the vehicle
did not possess a valid
drivers license. It was
also discovered that she
had multiple suspen-
sions on her license and
had three prior Driving
While License Suspend-
ed or Revoked (DWLSR)
convictions. After dis-
covering this informa-
tion, she was placed
under arrest and trans-
ported to the county jail
without further inci-
dent.

* Deputy Lexi Kreit-
low conducted a traf-
fic stop in the area of
Woodville Highway and
Corkey Street. Contact
was made with the driv-
er, and a license query

revealed his license was
suspended indefinitely
on Nov. 25. He advised
he received multiple ci-
tations that he has since
paid the fines. However,
he advised he has yet to
complete the required
Basic Driver Improve-
ment course. Subse-
quently, he was placed
under arrest and trans-
ported to the Wakulla
County Jail without in-
cident.

WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 25

e Deputy Zachary
Godwin conducted a
traffic stop on a vehi-
cle. Contact was made
with the driver who was
found to never have
been issued a driver’s
license. The driver was
placed under arrest
and transported to the
Wakulla County Jail.

e Deputy Joshua
Parker conducted a
traffic stop on a vehicle
for a window tint viola-
tion. The driver did not
have a valid license.
Also discovered on his
person was a straw with
cocaine residue inside.
He was arrested.

THURSDAY,
MARCH 26

* Deputy Shay Sulli-
van responded to San
Peoro Drive in reference
to a call for service.
The reporting person
advised on Tuesday,
March 24, she received
a text message from
a person who she be-
lieved tobe with Discov-
er advising her that she
needed to call the phone
number listed in the
message in reference
to her account. She
advised she contacted
the number and spoke
with a subject. She stat-
ed this subject told her
that her account had
been hacked and the
company had covered
the charge made, but
she needed to find a

Animal Shelter holds Sprlng Fllng

By LINDA ANN McDONALD

Correspondent

With 10 adoptions
and five more pending,
the Wakulla County
Animal Control had a
successful Spring Fling
Adoption event on Sat-
urday, March 28, at the
Wakulla County Animal
Adoption Center.

Dogs and cats found
their furever homes free
of charge and the first
100 pets of Wakulla
residents received free
microchipping services
sponsored by Tallahas-
see Big Dog Rescue.

Donated by local
businesses and sup-
porters, prizes and gift
certificates valued at
$1,000 were raffled off
and music provided by
The 7’s and Rockulla was
enjoyed along with the
day’s beautiful weath-
er. Wakulla Fire Chief
Louis Lamarche grilled
hotdogs.

Also present at the
event was Triple R Horse
Rescue, Wakulla Animal
Group, PAWS of Wakul-
la, 4-H, and a host of
other volunteers and
supporters.

Nova and Justice
Clark came with their
father, Edward, dressed

in a Spiderman costume
to promote his Books,
Badges and Heroes liter-
acy campaign. The girls
said, “It is a fun event,
and we like to help pro-
mote adoption and we
want all the animals to
find their puppy homes.”
“This is the second
time we have been at this
event and it’s a great way
to see many animals be-
ing adopted; we love it,”
said Doug Gilbert and
Dawn Reed of Wakulla
Animal Group.
Volunteer Jamiya
Jurineack was walking
dogs around the event

| Dawn Reed and Doug Gilbert of Wakulla Animal Group w1th Edward Clark as Spider- \
man and his daughters Nova and Justice.

and shared, “I came to
help walk dogs and all
dogs need to find homes
that care about them
and this is great oppor-
tunity for them to find
their match.”

Coming to the event
after losing their 16-year-
old dog, Juliane Ricci
and her daughter, April
Grams, said, “We came
to the event to find a new
family member. We are
adopting a husky mix
named Sky and we are
very excited to have her.”

Walter Class, Animal
Control Director said,
“We are proud of our

Pl TR

shelter, and we want
people to see all the
positive interaction the
volunteers, fosters and
supporters provide to
our animals.”

Class said there are
many opportunities for
folks to volunteer 7 days
a week at the shelter:
They can pick their level
of participation; they can
help socialize, do activ-
ities, work in the yard
and improve the facility
with landscaping.

“Partnerships like
these truly change lives,
and we are so grateful,”
said Class.

Walgreens to obtain a
card with $500 to pay
them their money back
for covering the charge.
She proceeded to pro-
vide this subject her
Social Security number,
date of birth and per-
sonal information then
realized the conversa-
tion was a scam.

e Deputy Ian Kil-
bourn responded to the
200 block of Woodville
Highway and made con-
tact with the reporting
parties. They stated a
check was sent to some-
one they knew, but the
check was stolen and
cashed by someone
else. Case forwarded to
Criminal Investigation
Division.

FRIDAY, MARCH 27
* Deputy Jonathan

Kilbourn responded
to the Kangroo conve-

nience store at Spring
Creek and Highway 98
in reference to a crim-
inal mischief. Accord-
ing to the store clerk a
large group of juveniles
entered store. While
tending to a customer
she heard a loud noise
coming from the bath-
room. After the juve-
niles left the store she
went in to the woman’s
bathroom. A sink in the
last stall was complete-
ly ripped off the wall
and shattered. Contact
was made with the store
manager who advised
he would determine the
damages and he was
sent a community re-
quest for the video foot-
age. Case forwarded to
CID.

Report suspicious or
illegal activity at 850-
745-7100, or call 911
for emergencies.

BRIAN C.

Financial Products Ch F C@
/ Services HIGHEST STANDARD
Investments

Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers

OF KNOWLEDGE & TRUST

Chartered
Financial Consultant®

ENGLISH

RETIREMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

401(k) Rollovers

926- 7487

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring
® specialized knowledge on advanced re-

ASL

tirement and estate planning strategies.

Securities products and adusor\ services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA,
do not provide tax, legal or accounting aduce ]\ot afhllale(l

SIPC Gunrdlan IIS i

agentsan(l ploy

https:

WAKULLA

SCHOOL DISTRICT e

ENROLLMENT

Contact Leslie Kelly 850-926-1841
Wakulla Adult Education

www.wakullaschooldistrict.or

o/ae
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USE THE NEWS

1. N.A.S.A.
RETURNS TO
THE MOON

NASA is getting
ready to send astro-
nauts around the
moon for the first
time in more than
50 years. Long ago,
the Apollo missions
helped humans
reach the moon
and even land on
it. Now NASA’s Ar-
temis program is
beginning a new
chapter, but it will
work differently.
Artemis II will send
four astronauts on
a trip around the
moon and back
without landing,
helping NASA test
new spacecraft and
prepare for future
missions. The new
program also in-
cludes a more di-
verse crew and big-
ger plans, including
longer stays on the
moon and someday
traveling to Mars.
Pretend your class
has been asked to

welcome the Ar-
temis astronauts
before their trip.

Write a short mes-
sage of 4-5 sen-
tences telling them
what makes this
mission import-
ant, what you hope
they learn, and why
space exploration
still matters today.
Try to include one
detail that shows
how Artemis is dif-
ferent from Apollo.

2. A FUTURE
SPACE BASE

NASA says it
wants to move fast-
er in space and
build a real base on
the moon over the
next several years.
The agency shared
a plan with differ-
ent stages, start-
ing with robots and
equipment, then
building places as-
tronauts can visit,
and finally creat-
ing a more perma-
nent outpost. NASA
also wants to test
a nuclear-powered
spacecraft that
could help with fu-
ture Mars missions.
Leaders hope these
plans will inspire
people and help
the United States
stay ahead in the
new space race, es-
pecially as China
works toward land-
ing astronauts on
the moon too. Imag-
ine you are design-
ing one part of a fu-
ture moon base for
astronauts to use.
In 3 to 5 sentenc-

es, explain what
your part of the
base would do, why
astronauts would
need it, and how it
would help people
live or work on the
moon more safely.
Give your invention
or building a name
that sounds futur-
istic.

3. MISSING
KITKATS

Nestlé says a
huge shipment of
KitKat candy bars
disappeared while
traveling from Italy
to Poland. The miss-
ing load included
more than 400,000
candy bars, and
the company says
the truck and its
cargo still have not
been found. Nestlé
warned that the
stolen candy could

show up in unoffi-
cial places for sale,
but each bar has
a special code that
can help track it.
The company also
said cargo theft is
becoming a bigger
problem for busi-
nesses. A mystery
like this sounds al-
most like the start
of a funny detective
story. Write 4 sen-
tences describing
what might happen
if you were the in-
vestigator on the
case. Explain what
clues you would
look for, who you

might interview,
and how the batch
codes could help

solve the mystery.
4. BRINGING

GROUNDWATER
BACK

Aquifers are un-

www.thewakullasun.com

School distribution

sponsored by

derground plac-
es where water is
stored, kind of like
savings accounts
for = communities.
When rain or melt-
ed snow soaks into
the ground, it helps
fill them back up.
In many parts of
the world, people
have used ground-
water faster than
nature can replace
it, causing water
levels to drop. But
scientists say this
problem can be
improved. In plac-
es like Beijing and
Green Bay, leaders
found ways to bring
in water from oth-
er sources, use re-
claimed water, and
reduce too much
pumping. These ef-
forts helped dam-
aged aquifers begin
to recover, showing
that groundwater
shortages do not
always have to last
forever. Imagine

WAKULLA

SCHOOL DISTRICT

your town learned
that its groundwa-
ter supply was get-
ting too low. Write
at least 5 sentences
explaining one idea
your community
could try to help
protect or refill its
aquifer. Be sure to
describe how the
plan would work
and why it could
make a difference
over time.

5. WASHINGTON’S
CHERRY
BLOSSOMS
BLOOM

The cherry blos-
som trees in Wash-
ington, D.C., have
reached peak
bloom, which
means most of the
flowers are open
and showing their
soft pink color. Ev-
ery spring, these
trees attract many
visitors, and their
blooming also

LA

marks the start
of the city’s busy
tourist season. The
blossoms do not
last long, though,
because wind, rain,
or sudden weath-
er changes can
make the petals fall
quickly. The trees
have a long history,
too: they were first
given as a gift from
Japan in 1912 and
are still celebrat-
ed each year with
a festival. Close
your eyes and pic-
ture walking beside
the cherry trees at
peak bloom. Then
write 5 descriptive
sentences that cap-
ture what the scene
might look, feel,
and sound like. Use
strong detail so a
reader can imag-
ine the petals, the
crowds, and the
feeling of spring ar-
riving all at once.

This spring holiday
is the holiest day on
the calendar for
celebrating
Christians.

191SP7 llIamMsuy

Math Blocks

Fill in the missing blocks with

numbers between 0-20.

The numbers in each row add up to the totals on the right.

The numbers in each column add up to the totals on the bottom.

9 33
3 18 | »7
1 0 16
17 27 32
oL L S
8L| 9| €
¥ 1 0CT| 6
uolln|os
Get Scrambled

Unscramble the words to

determine the phrase.

ESTARE GEG NHTU

uny b66e 181507 H1Iemsuy

THIS
DAY IN
HISTOR

(%)

1814: Napoleon
abdicates the throne
for the first time and
names his son as
Emperor of France.

1841: William Henry
Harrison dies of
pneumonia, becoming
the first U.S. president
to die in office.

1964: The Beatles
occupy the top five
spots on the Billboard
Hot 100 pop chart.

BLESS

to confer divine
favor upon

€€ sa
tEhat in

Y

Y 95
99

iy
g;‘“
’

Get

PICTURE?

the KO

N

= AV
s o Easter celebrates the -l

English: Sacred Resurrection of Jesus  Jag ) )
Spanish: Sagrado Christ, which is a & @
Italian: Sacro foundationof A% Haw, \ [
p Christianity. & amE oy o o
French: Sacré Y Y%i@f & Can you guess what
German: Heilig % ‘ the bigger picture is?

sBboa Bullojo) lemsuy
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CLASSIFIEDS MARKET

HOME OF THE $3 CLASSIFIED AD DISPLAY ADS § 2%

ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WOR

UP TO 20 WORDS Q

PER
CcoL

D QY INcH

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classifieds@thewakullasun.com

NEW VISION
" GUTTERS

YOUR LOCAL WATER
DIVERSION SPECIALIST

448 ¢ 22006 2311

www.newvisiongutters.com

Installation Services:  rForR QUALITY
Hardwood Engineered AND SERVICE
Floating Flooring THAT WILL
Glue Downs Laminate FLOOR

Nail Downs & Vinyl ﬁ YOU “\] \
Call Today for your Q/[ /4 s\}
FREE Estimate | / Y

850745-8723 @ LHFQuality

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com

Mobile: 850-519-2292

SchatzmanSusan @gmail.com

TOWN & COUNTRY

KELLERWILLIAMS

Massages, Facials,
Body Treatments
info@Sunraysspa.com

Easy Online Scheduleing
www.SunraysSpa.com

2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

A
. Crawfordville FL 32327

Follow us on |§{

Relax Revive Rejuvenate MMa3237

Gene
FARM Lambert
BUREAU N
INSURANCE gency
Manager
FARM BUREAU INSURANCE
of Wakulla County

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM
2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition

850-933-8505 ..

FREE ESTIMATES

Listing Properties for
Sale or Manage!

Commercial & Residential

Email or Text Me = W\ Carol Ann
CarolAnn@LarsonPark.com Williams
Lars OnPark. com Broker Associate,-

850-566-9293 ¢ [.ocal In-Person Service
Licensed

& Insured 3 0 + ggﬁr}}g

ORGOTTEN COAST

TRACTOR SERVICE LLC
Travis (layton
850.273.9101
text or call

Skid Steer Mowing Land Clearing

Concrete Removal Grading
Demolition Driveways

. QUALITY. )?ESIDENTIAL A
RPEPAINTING I

. PRESSURE WASHINEE

. LIFT AVAILABLE IN'HOU

. WOOD POT REPAIRS

. DECK RESTORATION.

. CABINET, PAINTING

ANEN |
1 PANTING |
bz/‘lj_mmwm*“‘"“ i

ANEWLOOKPAINT ING.NET

 £50-926:240

smct |993

Ity Owned
lz%zerated N

rving ‘Wakulla
Ele'm\mdmg Countie!

Since 1993

4:

“llm Porter & Todd Porter
WANT TO BE YOUR PAINTER|

LICENSED & INSURED

arson Park Realty

Realtor®

Better Busmess BureauBBB

ezy.com

APARTMENT RENTAL LAWN SERVICE

2 BDR/2BA QUALITY LAWN
furnished or unfurnished & TRACTOR LLC
Apartment for rent for 7 months. RES. & COMMERCIAL

May 1 — Nov. 25. $950 /mo. / * MOWING * TRIMMING

$800 deposit *EDGING
when signing the lease. * HEDGE TRIMMING
Call 507-317-2854. For all your

handybill@mail.com. lawn service needs
Background check required. 850-363-6341 Lic&Ins

TREE TRIMMING TOWING SERVICE

BIG BEND TOWING, INC

TREE TRIMMING | +TowING *ROADSIDE ASST.
and REMOVAL *JUMP START _
24 HOUR *TIRE CHANGE_ 4
EMERGENCY SERVICES | * ocK OUT (@B
» Storm Damage *FUEL
* Tree Preservation CALL BILLY H AYNIE

Michael Mongeon
ISA Certified Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment
Qualified 850-421-8104

SERVICES

850-631-2361

MEDICAL

Experienced Respite
Care Provider available P/T.
in your home.

Also, experienced w/

LEAJEIIFLTR%EQIRI dementia /Alz. Can also help
850-766-4562 w/ feeding, bathing, errands,

companionship, etc.
Please call Elizabeth
850-865-1496

www.allcornleather.com
John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack
Also — Custom Products

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is given pursuant to Florida Self-Storage Act, Florida Statutes,
Chapter 83, Part 1V, that ABC STORAGE will hold a sale by sealed
bid on Saturday, April 11, 2026 at 2 p.m. at 3743 Crawfordville Hwy.,
Crawfordville FL 32327, of the contents of Mini Warehouse containing
personal property of:

--FINAL NOTICE—
KIMBERLY FLOYD, GREGORY TODD

Payment must be made before Friday, April 10, 2026 by 12:00 noon
before the sale date of Saturday, April 11, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. The own-
ers may redeem their property by payment of the outstanding balance
and costs by contacting ABC Storage at (850)508-5177. Or by paying
in person at the warehouse location. March 26, April 2, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
INAND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC, Case No.: 25000158CAAXMX
PLAINTIFF,
V.
ETHEL L ETHRIDGE A/KIA ETHEL ETHRIDGE
A/KIAETHEL LONG, ETAL,,
DEFENDANT(s).
NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: ELIZABETH MIXSON, 106 COCHISE ST, CRAWFORDVILLE, FL
32327 UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF ELIZABETH MIXSON, 106 COCHISE ST,
CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS STATED, CURRENT RESIDENCE UNKNOWN
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose Mortgage cov-
ering the following real and personal property described as follows, to-wit:
LOT 25, BLOCK 59 OF WAKULLA GARDENS UNIT 4, ACCORDING
TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE(S)
46, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
has been filed against you and you are required to file a copy of your written
defenses, if any, to it on Sara Collins, Esq, McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce,
LLP, 225 East Robinson Street, Suite 155, Orlando, FL 32801 and file the
original with the Clerk of the above- styled Court on or before May 6, 2026
or 30 days from the first publication, otherwise a Judgment may be entered
against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint.
WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Wakulla County, Florida 23rd
day of March, 2026.
{{County Court Seal}} -
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court

Wakulla County, Florida o 1%
By: /s/ Rachel Howard
As Deputy Clerk

SE

Local Wakulla Attorney ~ Resident & Neighbor ~ /

April 2, 9, 2026

GELLIS LAW

— PLLC
A CONCIERGE COUNSELOR

Sean W. Gellis, Esq \(
Founder & Managing Member _

2931 Crawfordville Hwy. / 4 Sean@gelllslaw.com
D 961-371-2848 Next to DQ @ www.GellisLaw.com

40 ACRES
FOR SALE
D. E. BILLINGSLEY

LIC. REAL ESTATE BROKER

850-510-3309

www.debillingsley.com

/

q; Swﬂwm ,&\

)

Cﬂwumg Sewice
850-212-2908
Servicing the
surrounding area Since 2017

e Licensed » Owner operated e Serving Surrounding Counties

THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, April 2, 2026 — Page 11

NOTICE OF ACTION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

SOUTHERNACRES HOLDINGS LLC, ~ Case No.: 25000174CAAXMX
PLAINTIFF,

BERNADETTE M. ARNOLD AND SHARON MCCLENDON,
DEFENDANTS.
NOTICE OF ACTION
To: BERNADETTE M. ARNOLD, and all others claiming by, through and
under BERNADETTE M. ARNOLD and SHARON MCCLENDON, and
all others claiming by, through and under SHARON MCCLENDON

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to quiet the title on the following real

property in Wakulla County, Florida:
Commence at a point marking the Southeast corner of the North-
east Quarter of Lot 59 of the Hartsfield survey of Lands in Wakulla
County, Florida, also being the Southwest corner of the Northwest
Quarter of Lot 54 of the Hartsfield survey of Lands in Wakulla Coun-
ty, Florida, thence run North 16 degrees 59 minutes 01 seconds
West 347.28 feet to an iron pipe lying on the East boundary of said
Lot 59 (as monumented), said point marking the POINT OF BEGIN-
NING. From said POINT OF BEGINNING run North 17 degrees 10
minutes 19 seconds West along said East boundary (as monument-
ed) 1,068.51 feet to an iron pipe, lying on the Southerly right of way
boundary of Shadeville Road/ State Road No. 61; thence leaving
said East boundary run South 69 degrees 59 minutes 46 seconds
West along said Southerly right of way boundary 431.30 feet to an
iron pipe; thence leaving said Southerly right of way boundary run
South 04 degrees 13 minutes 33 seconds West 1,125.98 feet to an
iron pipe; thence run North 72 degrees 44 minutes 56 seconds East
841.58 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING.
The above said parcel being those same lands as described in Offi-
cial Records Book 162, Page 760 of the Public Records of Wakulla
County, Florida.
alk/a Shadeville Rd, Crawfordville, FL 32327/Parcel ID: 00-00-059-
000-10044-000

has been filed against you and you are required to serve a copy of your

written defenses, if any, to it on J.D. Manzo, of Manzo & Associates, P.A.,

Plaintiff's attorney, whose address is 4767 New Broad Street, Orlando, FL

32814, telephone number (407) 514-2692, on or before April 18, 2026, and

file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service on Plaintiff's

attorney orimmediately thereafter; otherwise a default will be entered against

you for the relief demanded in the Complaint or petition.

DATED this 9th day of March. 2026.

{{County Court Seal}} .

Greg James ch‘ 4
As Clerk of the Court g
Wakulla County, Florida o, 17 e &
By: /s/ Rachel Howard f(\UIT oY

As Deputy Clerk March 19, 26, April 2, 9, 2026

0326-0416 TWS NOA
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR WAKULLA, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2025DR327

CHRYSTAL MARIE RODRIGUEZ,
PETITIONER,

AND

JOSE ERMILSON RODRIGUEZ,
RESPONDENT.

NOTICE OF ACTION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE
(NO CHILD OR FINANCIAL SUPPORT)

TO: JOSE ERMILSON RODRIGUEZ, 1585 Marburg Way Apt. B-09
San Jose, CA 95133.

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for dissolution of marriage has
been filed against you and that you are required to serve a copy of
your written defenses, if any, to it on CHRYSTAL MARIE RODRIGUEZ
whose address is 4300 18th Street West Apt. J205 Bradenton, FL
34205 on or before 4/16/2026 and file the original with the clerk of this
Court at 3056 CRAWFORDVILLE HWY CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327
before service on Petitioner or immediately thereafter. If you fail to do
so, a default may be entered against you for the relief demanded
in the petition.

Copies of all court documents in this case, including orders, are
available at the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office. You may review
these documents upon request.

You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office notified of
your current address. (You may file Designation of Current Mail-
ing and E-Mail Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family
Law Form 12.915.) Future papers in this lawsuit will be mailed or
e-mailed to the address(es) on record at the clerk’s office.

WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure,
requires certain automatic disclosure of documents and informa-
tion. Failure to comply can result in sanctions, including dismissal
or striking of pleadings.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of this Court this March 18, 2026.

\(U[
{{County Court Seal}} m

Greg James
o IR As Clerk of the Circuit Court
fqnicoo By: /s/ Cathi Copeland

As Deputy Clerk
Published March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

PLANET HOME LENDING LLC, Case No.: 65-2025-CA-000133
PLAINTIFF,
V.
MIRTHA NATALIA BRENNAN, ETAL.,
DEFENDANT(s).
NOTICE OF ACTION

To: CHARLES IAN BRENNAN

161 JUNIPER DRIVE, CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF CHARLES IAN BRENNAN
161 JUNIPER DRIVE, CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327

LAST KNOWN ADDRESS STATED, CURRENT RESIDENCE UNKNOWN

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose Mortgage cov-
ering the following real and personal property described as follows, to-wit:

LOT 35, THE HAMMOCKS - PHASE |, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THERE-
OF, RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 4, PAGE 44, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS
OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.

has been filed against you and you are required to file a copy of your written
defenses, if any, to it on Sara Collins, Esq, McCalla Raymer Leibe1t Pierce,
LLP, 225 East Robinson Street, Suite 155, Orlando, FL 32801 and file the
original with the Clerk of the above- styled Court on or before May 6, 2026
or 30 days from the first publication, othe1wise a Judgment may be entered
against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint.

WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Wakulla County, Florida 27th
day of March, 2026.

{{County Court Seal}} Xuy,
Greg James *ﬁé%-?
As Clerk of the Court o Uf%{"w &)
Wakulla County, Florida Teyrco®

By: /s/ Rachel Howard

As Deputy Clerk April 2,9, 2026
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NOTICE OF ACTION
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC FIK/A Case No.: 26000017CAAXMX
QUICKEN LOANS, LLC F/K/A QUICKEN LOANS INC.,
PLAINTIFF,
V.
JOHN SMITH; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF JOHN SMITH; THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA ON BEHALF OF ITS AGENCY, THE SECRETARY
OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT: ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES
CLAIMING INTERESTS BY, THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST A NAMED
DEFENDANT TO THIS ACTION, OR HAVING OR CLAIMING TO HAVE ANY
RIGHT, TITLE OR INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY HEREIN DESCRIBED;
UNKNOWN TENANT #1; UNKNOWN TENANT #2,,
DEFENDANT(s).

NOTICE OF ACTION

To the following Defendant(s):

JOHN SMITH

(LAST KNOWN ADDRESS)

100 MERWYN DR CRAWFORDVILLE FL 32327
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF JOHN SMITH
(RESIDENCE UNKNOWN)

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for Foreclosure of Mortgage on the fol-
lowing described property:
LOT 49, BLOCK “4” OF LAKE ELLEN ESTATES, UNIT ONE, A SUB-
DIVISION AS PER MAP OR PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT
BOOK 1, PAGE 44 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUN-
TY, FLORIDA.
alkla 15 MONTGOMERY DR CRAWFORDVILLE Florida 32327

has been filed against you and you are required to serve a copy of your writ-
ten defenses, if any, upon Kelley Kronenberg, Attorney for Plaintiff, whose ad-
dress is 10360 West State Road 84, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33324 on or before
May 6, 2026 a date which is within thirty (30) days after the first publication of
this Notice in Wakulla News and file the original with the Clerk of this Court ei-
ther before service on Plaintiffs attorney or immediately thereafter; otherwise
a default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint.

This notice is provided pursuant to Administrative Order No. 2.065.

WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Wakulla County, Florida 23rd
day of March, 2026.

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to
participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provi-
sion of certain assistance. Please contact: ADA Coordinator, 301 South Monroe
Street, Tallahassee, FL 32301, 850.606.4400, at least 7 days before your sched-
uled court appearance, or immediately upon receiving this notification if the
time before the scheduled appearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or
voice impaired, call 711.

{{County Court Seal}} .
Greg James U,
As Clerk of the Court m

CLERK
(} OF £ THE /N

- &
Cur o

Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard
As Deputy Clerk April 2, 9, 2026

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
SCARLETT C. PATTERSON,
DECEASED
DIVISION: PROBATE

CASE NO: 2026-CP-43

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of Scarlett C. Patterson, deceased, File 2026-
CP-43 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, Florida, Probate
Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville,
FL 32327. The name and address of the personal representative and the
personal representative’s attorney is set forth below.

All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands
against Decedent’s Estate including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the Decedent and persons having claims or demands
against Decedent’s Estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated
claims must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE PERIODS SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702 FLORIDA STATUTES, WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

The date of the first publication of this Notice is April 2, 2026.

Attorney for Personal Representative: Personal Representatives:
Frances Casey Lowe, Esq. Allen O’'Neil Patterson
Florida Bar No. 521450 421 J.K. Moore Rd.
Frances Casey Lowe, PA. Crawfordville, FL 32327

68-A Feli Way

Crawfordville, Florida 32327

(850) 926-8245 April 2,9, 2026
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
PHIL ALLEN PATTERSON,
DECEASED
DIVISION: PROBATE

CASE NO: 2026-CP-42

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of Phil Allen Patterson, deceased, File 2026-
CP-42 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, Florida, Probate
Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville,
FL 32327. The name and address of the personal representative and the
personal representative’s attorney is set forth below.

All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands
against Decedent’s Estate including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the Decedent and persons having claims or demands
against Decedent’s Estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated
claims must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE PERIODS SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702 FLORIDA STATUTES, WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

The date of the first publication of this Notice is April 2, 2026.

Attorney for Personal Representative: Personal Representatives:
Frances Casey Lowe, Esq. Allen O’Neil Patterson
Florida Bar No. 521450 421 J.K. Moore Rd.
Frances Casey Lowe, PA. Crawfordville, FL 32327
68-A Feli Way
Crawfordville, Florida 32327
(850) 926-8245

/ N
Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

50 Years

Experience
Since 1975

By Appointment

April 2,9, 2026

850-443-590

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
SYLVIA ELAINE PORTER,
DECEASED
DIVISION: PROBATE
CASE NO: 2026-CP-37

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the Estate of Sylvia Elaine Porter, deceased, File 2026-
CP-37 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, Florida, Probate
Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville,
FL 32327. The name and address of the personal representative and the
personal representative’s attorney is set forth below.

All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands
against Decedent’s Estate including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the Decedent and persons having claims or demands
against Decedent’s Estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated
claims must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE PERIODS SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702 FLORIDA STATUTES, WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

The date of the first publication of this Notice is March 26, 2026.

Attorney for Personal Representative: Personal Representatives:

Frances Casey Lowe, Esg. Travis Lee Porter

Florida Bar No. 521450 3003 Lasalle Dr.

Frances Casey Lowe, PA. Dothan, AL 36303

68-A Feli Way

Crawfordville, Florida 32327

(850) 926-8245 March 26, April 2, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
INAND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF:
RENEE TERESA MORSE,
DECEDENT.
DIVISION: PROBATE

CASE NO.: 26-CP-36
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of RENEE TERESA MORSE, Deceased,
Case No. 26-CP-36 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County,
Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is Clerk of Court, Wakulla
County Courthouse, 3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, FL 32327.
The names and addresses of the Petitioner and the Petitioner’s Attorney are
set out at the end of this Notice.

ALL CREDITORS ARE NOTIFIED THAT:

All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands
against Decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be
served must file their claims with this Court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of Decedent and other persons having claims or demands
against Decedent’s estate must file their claims with this Court WITHIN
3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702, FLORIDA STATUTES, WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The Personal Representative or curator has no duty to discover whether
property held at the time of the decedent's death by the decedent or the
decedent's surviving spouse is property to which the Florida Uniform
Disposition of Community Property Rights at Death Act as described in
sections 732.216-732.228, applies, or may apply, unless a written demand is
made by a creditor as specified under section 732.2211.

The date of first publication of this notice is March 26, 2026.

Petitioner: [s/ Sean W. Gellis
Mallory Curvey SEAN W. GELLIS
1383 Dancy St. Florida Bar No. 105924

Jacksonville, FL 32205 GELLIS LAW, PLLC
2931 Crawfordville Hwy
Crawfordville, FL 32327
Phone: 561-371-2848
sean@gellislaw.com

March 26, April 2, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF:
SARAH MARTHA TATUM,
DECEDENT.
DIVISION: PROBATE

CASE NO.: 26-CP-35
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of SARAH MARTHA TATUM, Deceased,
Case No. 26-CP-35 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County,
Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is Clerk of Court, Wakulla
County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is Clerk of Court,
Wakulla County Courthouse, 3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville,
FL 32327.. The names and addresses of the Petitioner and the Petitioner’s
Attorney are set out at the end of this Notice.

ALL CREDITORS ARE NOTIFIED THAT:

All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands
against Decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be
served must file their claims with this Court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of Decedent and other persons having claims or demands
against Decedent’s estate must file their claims with this Court WITHIN
3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702, FLORIDA STATUTES, WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The Personal Representative or curator has no duty to discover whether
property held at the time of the decedent’s death by the decedent or the
decedent's surviving spouse is property to which the Florida Uniform
Disposition of Community Property Rights at Death Act as described in
sections 732.216-732.228, applies, or may apply, unless a written demand is
made by a creditor as specified under section 732.2211.

The date of first publication of this notice is March 26, 2026.

Petitioner: [s/ Sean W. Gellis
Karla Dotson SEAN W. GELLIS
73 Mayfair Drive Florida Bar No. 105924

Crawfordville, FL 32327 GELLIS LAW, PLLC

2931 Crawfordville Hwy
Crawfordville, FL 32327
Phone: 561-371-2848
sean@gellislaw.com

March 26, April 2, 2026

A Free
Press
Your

Key To

Freedom

www.thewakullasun.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
INAND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF:
ANNE KENDALL VINSON,
DECEDENT.
DIVISION: PROBATE
CASE NO.: 2026-CP-1
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of ANNE KENDALL VINSON, Deceased,
Case No. 2026-CP-1 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County,
Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is Clerk of Court, Wakulla
County Courthouse, 3056 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327. The
names and addresses of the Personal Representative and the Personal
Representative’s Attorney are set out at the end of this Notice.

ALL CREDITORS ARE NOTIFIED THAT:

All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands
against Decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be
served must file their claims with this Court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of Decedent and other persons having claims or demands
against Decedent’s estate must file their claims with this Court WITHIN
3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702, FLORIDA STATUTES, WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The Personal Representative or curator has no duty to discover whether
property held at the time of the decedent's death by the decedent or the
decedent's surviving spouse is property to which the Florida Uniform
Disposition of Community Property Rights at Death Act as described in
sections 732.216-732.228, applies, or may apply, unless a written demand is
made by a creditor as specified under section 732.2211.

The date of first publication of this notice is March 26, 2026.

[s/ Sean W. Gellis
SEAN W. GELLIS
Florida Bar No. 105924
GELLIS LAW, PLLC
2931 Crawfordville Hwy
Crawfordville, FL 32327
Phone: 561-371-2848
sean@gellislaw.com
March 26, April 2, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF:
PATRICIA BRINKLEY WILSON,
DECEDENT.
DIVISION: PROBATE

Personal Petitioner:

Elizabeth Kendall Neese Bigness
9365 Quinnford Blvd

North Chesterfield, VA 23237

CASE NO.: 26-CP-28
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of PATRICIA BRINKLEY WILSON,
Deceased, Case No. 26-CP-28 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla
County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is Clerk of Court,
Wakulla County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is Clerk
of Court, Wakulla County Courthouse, 3056 Crawfordville Highway,
Crawfordville, FL 32327.. The names and addresses of the Petitioner and
the Petitioner’s Attorney are set out at the end of this Notice.

ALL CREDITORS ARE NOTIFIED THAT:

All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands
against Decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be
served must file their claims with this Court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of Decedent and other persons having claims or demands
against Decedent’s estate must file their claims with this Court WITHIN
3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702, FLORIDA STATUTES, WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The Personal Representative or curator has no duty to discover whether
property held at the time of the decedent’s death by the decedent or the
decedent's surviving spouse is property to which the Florida Uniform
Disposition of Community Property Rights at Death Act as described in
sections 732.216-732.228, applies, or may apply, unless a written demand is
made by a creditor as specified under section 732.2211.
The date of first publication of this notice is March 26, 2026.
Petitioner: /sl Sean W. Gellis
Garrett Padgham SEAN W. GELLIS
27 Ironwood Court Florida Bar No. 105924
Crawfordville, FL 32327 GELLIS LAW, PLLC
2931 Crawfordville Hwy
Crawfordville, FL 32327
Phone: 561-371-2848
sean@gellislaw.com
March 26, April 2, 2026

STATE WIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Home Improvement/Service  Medical
PROTECT YOUR HOME from STOP  OVERPAYING  FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! Re-

pests safely and affordably.
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent,
Termite, Spiders and other
pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or
inspection today 1-833-542-
1732 Have zip code of prop-
erty ready when calling!

duce premiums and out-of-
pocket costs while getting
the coverage you need! Call
now for a competitive free
quote. 1-877-351-3442.
Plus... Income based govern-
ment subsidies are available
for those that qualify!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in

as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments
for 18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 1-833-754-2465

Miscellaneous

Donate your vehicle to help
find missing children and
prevent abduction. Fast free
pickup, running or not, 24 hr
response. No emission test
required, maximum tax de-
duction. Support Find the
Children, call: 1-833-546-
7050.

Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERA-
PY USERS! Discover Oxygen
Therapy That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE infor-
mation kit. Call 1-833-661-
3729

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50
Pill Special - Only $99! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW:
1-877-349-1243

Wanted to Buy

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega,
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and
Speedmaster. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-0211

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s!
Looking for 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos.
These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-6789

We Buy Houses for Cash
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy process:
Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Call today for your fair
cash offer: 1-321-603-3026
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YOU'RG INVITGD ! ocan (Tlg Coqyg

cchase Ticket

CHaMPIONS FOR “ msupm
- CHaNGe BRUNCH :3

/// JOIN US 2S We HONOR OUR INCREDIBLE
7" VOLUNTEERS FOR THEIR TIME, DEDICATION,
/ “.. aND PaSSION FOR SERVING YOUTH aND OUR
g ~ COMMUNITY. ENJOY a RELAXING BRUNCH, J
7 SPECIaL awaRDS, aND a FUN SILENT A\ Sincoft &
qUCTION aS WE SaY THaNK YOU TO THOSE e
WHO MaKe a DIFFERENCE EVERY DAY, ALL FIREHOUSE

PROCEEDS WILL SUPPORT WaKuLLa COUNTY -
CoALITION FOR YOUTH aS WE CONTINUE St FSU

N

oty 0o Health

FOSTERING a SaFe, SUPPORTIVE s
ENVIRONMENT WHERE YOUNG PEOPLE CaN -
L. T LEaRN, GROW, aND TRULY THRIVE.
i TiCKeTs:
ADULTS $25 - YOUTH $10
May 2, 2026 FRoM 10 a.M.- 1 PM.
;| ~ WaKuLLa COMMUNITY CENTER
~ (CRAWFORDVILLE ROOM)
318 SHaDeviILLe RD., CRAWFORDVILLE FL 32327

~_IF YOU OR YOUR ORGANIATION IS INTERESTED IN BEING 8 SPONSOR OR WOULD LIKE TO
" NOMINGTE a VOLUNTEER PLEaSE REaCH OUT TO KIMBERLY MaTToX aT KM24BM@FSU.€DU

_ Y ),
[ tories, Inc. ‘."\-' 4
A S
MIKE’S FEED STORE
EST 2017
- AUTO PARTS

3 DAY AUTO LOAN SALE
APRIL 8-10

Gonle Yp
e Greal Rale

AS LOW AS

4,58

For up to 77 months
Make No Payments for 90 days!”

oL

r i

A Apply online at campuscu.com/loan-sale CAMP ’

Call 850-894-9098 and press 4

~ Visit us at 2329 Crawfordville Hwy. b* USA
Ccr

edit union

Membership is open to anyone in Wakulla county.?

Offer not available on existing CAMPUS loans. Offer for new loans and subject to change without notice. Offer only available 04/08/2026 to 4/10/2026 and may

not be combined with any other offer. 1. Offer is subject to credit approval. Your APR may vary based on your creditworthiness, loan amount, and term of loan. For
example, a $35,100 loan with no money down at 4.49% for 77 months would require 76 monthly payments of $526.53 and a final payment of $525.63, finance
charge of $5,541.91, for a total of payments of $40,541.91. The amount financed is $35,000, the APR is 4.58%. APR = Annual Percentage Rate. 2. Interest will accrue
from date of purchase. Choosing this option will increase the total amount of interest you pay. 3. Credit approval and initial $5 deposit required. Other restrictions may
apply. Insured by the NCUA.
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Joy-Filled Easter held at Lodge

Story & Photos By The event is aimed ers from Zaxby’s and Gobel picked out her Iy
LINDA ANN McDONALD at giving special needs Jimmy John’s restau- prom dress, she said,
Correspondent kids a fun time, and rants. “I’'m not that fancy but
activities included Donated prom dress- this is a nice dress to

Joy-Filled Journeys decorating cookies, es were available at no dress up for the occa-
hosted its annual Joy- Easter crafts, photos cost for the upcoming sion and I am excited
Filled Easter event on with the Easter Bun- Night of Joy prom hap- to go and wear it. I'm
Thursday, March 26, ny, face painting and pening at the Lodge on going to get up super

at the Wakulla Springs  prize-filled golden eggs Saturday, May 2. early that morning an

Lodge. with free meal vouch- When Elizabeth put it on;it’s red, spar-
' kly and pretty.”

Susan Scher-

barth-Simmons of

Lighthouse of the Big
Bend in Tallahassee,
brought the organiza-
tions younger kids to
the event to enjoy the

this event. It is lots
of hands-on activities
and it’s important for
the kids to have this.”
Mary Wallace, the
organization’s  direc-
tor, said, “It warms my
heart how much our
county has supported
our kids. We are great
partners with he Lodge
e : " and our volunteers, I
David Caldron, Gerlori Paris, Brynlee Strickland and Parker Nesslage of Lighthouse of the just want to say thank
Big Bend

Recycle

JFull CPa?e $425Run |
Nature e —

Full Bleed (covers entire page!) | Trails & | "ol Siadi
Full Page - Get listed on Map to Wildlife! o
show your location...............525 |  Fishing | identity

Charters, 5
/2 Page...... $300 | T | SN
174 Page....... $225 | aRivers | i
203 125 | Lodging &

Restaurants

Please call for space availability,

Call NOW limited space!

Lynda Kinsey o lkinsey@thewakullasun.com

event and said, “I love |

S ‘-\\I

e WAKULLA
COUNT

P | Guanp - PLay - Ixvist |
h o n e 8 50 9 6 For additional information or questions regarding accepted items, please contact

Secure Records Solutions at (850) 656-6900 or visit www.securerecordssolutions.com/shred-day-fag

www.thewakullasun.com

Above, Sharon Scherbath-Simmons of Lighthouse of the
Big Bend with her student Sarah Andrews. Below, Abi Mad-
di with the Easter Bunny.

LOST DO

Please Help, We miss him very much!

Went missing from the neighborhood

beside the Walmart in Crawfordville
Had Green light up collar on.

Contact

W ¥ The Wakulla Sun
"\ Eric 850-962-8019

| 850-848-9440
o or
V. Ay '\ @ChampsChance
. W™ . onsocial media

" Please contact us if you picked up
this pup or have any information!

GlossyrPrint?Edition))
60# weight,paper, IS Ww WW; —/- 9'

SATURDAY | APRIL 18
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

170 AQ' or until the shred trucks are full

Wakulla County
Transfer Station

159 Landfill Rd,
- Crawfordville, FL 32327

?ldﬁ@g 1'0 see & ?60 ]e ‘l’@ %ee“l' + No binders, metal or plastic -

i.e. CDs, floppy discs, ziplock  Join us for this free community service!
bags, credit cards, etc.

Saturday, April 18th from 9am -1pm.

Your items for shredding must be within the trunk

advertising sizes and for more information. * No need to remove staples, or rear of your vehicle

paperclips or file folders.

4 WAKLHLLA COUNTY
', f l !S v@smmul\mlm
J . Jared F Miller. s

.2 FINANCIAL GROUP

o

A Wakulla Wild

Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE
TO HELP?

We always need donations
of these items:

* Bleach * Pedigree
* Paper wet & dry
towels dog food

* Fruit cocktail © Friskies wet
* Birdseed & & dry cat
nuts food

Florida Wild

Mammal

Asssociation

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327
F\NY/MA . org

363-2351
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