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Sunset 8:02 PM
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So� ball players Abbigail Lawhon, twins Allison and 
Brianna Stephens, and Makenzie Marlow signed scholar-

ships in a ceremony on Tuesday, March 31.

� is year’s T-shirt features past Worm Gruntin’ Queens Loss-
ie Rosier and Oleta Lawhon in artwork by Rachel Mathis.

Man killed in 
boating accident

Michael ‘Cody’ Terranova was from Wakulla, served as Tallahassee police offi cer

The festival is this Saturday in Sopchoppy

Mostly Sunny

Friday

SunnyAM Showers

Tallahassee Police O�  cer Michael ‘Cody’ Terranova

Senior citizens holding ‘We support Wakulla 
Transportation’ signs held a protest on Tuesday, 

March 31 against plans by the Transportation 
Disadvantaged Board to strip the Wakulla County 
Senior Center of its role providing transportation 

to local residents, a service it’s provided for 35 
years. At right, seniors dance with protest signs as 
the pickin’ and grinnin’ band plays. At this point, 

starting in June, transportation service for Wakul-
la is to be taken over by Big Bend Transit. A � nal 
vote is set for Wednesday, April 8, at the state De-
partment of Transportation o�  ce in Tallahassee – 
and seniors are planning to pack the buses, gather 

up their petitions opposing the change, and head 
to Tallahassee to make their voices heard. (Photos 

by William Snowden) 

For Wakulla Transportation

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Four Wakulla softball players signed college 
scholarships at a ceremony at the high school 
on Tuesday, March 31.

• Abbigail Lawhon – Southeastern University
• Allison Stephens – Gulf Coast State College
• Brianna Stephens – Gulf Coast State College
• Makenzie Marlow – St. Johns River State 

College
(A fifth player who intended to sign at the 

ceremony was sick and unable to attend: Aislin 
Hunter is a commit to Florida Southwestern 
State College.)

Head Coach Sally Wheeler praised the players 
who, as freshmen, played on the team that went 
to the state championship.

“Their work ethic is even greater than their 
talent,” Wheeler said.

All of the players thanked their families for 
their support, and praised their fellow team-
mates.

Superintendent of Schools Rick Myhre spoke 
briefly, saying of the girls that they were evi-
dence that this generation are good kids. “Look 
at these girls,” he said. “The future is bright.”

The signing was held in the new CTE building 
at the high school and was packed with friends 
and family.

Worm Gruntin’ art revealed
Special to The Sun

TA-DA! Presenting the 
2026 Sopchoppy Worm 
Gruntin’ Festival T-shirt 
design by local artist, 
Rachel Mathis.   

Queen Lossie and 
Queen Oleta!  Both wom-
en represent pioneer 
families who devoted 
their lives to raising and 
supporting their families 
in the Sopchoppy area.  

Miss Lossie Rosier, 
the first queen, started 
worm grunting to raise 
11 children with money 
from the sale of this bait.  

Miss Oleta Lawhon, 
the 2025 queen, was in-
strumental in pioneering 
turpentine harvest to 

support her family.  
The Sopchoppy School 

and Depot will be open 
to visitors to learn of the 
wonderful people who 
have made this special 
town their own through-
out the centuries.  We 
are dedicated to preserv-
ing heritage (both natu-
ral and cultural) which 
is vital for understanding 
history and fostering 
community identity.  

The legacy of these pi-
oneer families as well as 
others will be represent-
ed at Heritage Village as 
an addition to the Worm 
Gruntin’ Contest, Worm 
Gruntin’ Festival and en-
tertainment throughout 
the event.

Staff Report

Wakulla County na-
tive and Tallahassee 
Police Officer Michael 
“Cody” Terranova was 
killed Friday in a boating 
accident on the Wakulla 
River.

According to reports 
from the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office, Terr-
ranova, 41, was off-duty 
and boating in the river 
when he struck a “fixed 
object” and was thrown 
from the boat.

Another boater found 
his empty boat. The 
sheriff’s office and state 
wildlife officers began a 
search and found him in 
the river but were unable 
to resuscitate him. 

A neighbor and very 
close friend of Terrano-
va’s is Aric Voorting, 
who has been friends for 

more than 30 years. 
“I love Cody because 

he just had a super per-
sonality that gripped a 
hold on you and never 
would let go,” said Voort-
ing. “He always made 
everyone feel special and 
welcomed; he talked to 
everyone and was always 
willing to help someone.” 

Wakulla Sun corre-
spondent Linda Ann Mc-
Donald said she met 
Cody for the first time 
because of his willing-
ness to help others. “Last 
winter, I called Aric to 
help with winterizing the 
well at my house. In no 
time at all, Aric and Cody 
came to help, equipped 
with tarps, tape and in-
sulation to prevent my 
well from freezing. After 
seeing for the first time 
and his special, genuine, 

Small business 
Rural Resource 

Tour will be at WEI

Special to The Sun

Local small business owners and aspiring en-
trepreneurs in Wakulla and Franklin counties will 
have a unique opportunity on  Friday, April 10 as 
the Florida Rural Business Resource Tour makes 
a stop in Crawfordville.

The event, co-hosted by Florida Commerce and 
the Florida Small Business Development Center 
Network, is part of a new statewide initiative de-
signed to bring federal, state, and local business 
support organizations directly to rural commu-
nities.

The tour stop will take place Friday, April 10 at 
the Wakulla Environmental Institute and is free 
for local businesses to attend.

During the event, small business owners will 
be able to meet one-on-one with business support 
organizations, learn about available assistance 
programs, attend workshops, and connect with 
fellow entrepreneurs and community leaders.

The goal of the Rural Business Resource Tour is 
to make it easier for rural businesses to access the 
tools, training, and guidance they need to start, 
grow, and thrive.

The event is Friday, April 10, from 2:30 to 5 
p.m. at the Wakulla Environmental Institute (Dog 
Trot Event Space & Classroom), 170 Preservation 
Way. It’s free. For more information or to register: 
www.FloridaSBDC.org/ruraltour.

Local business owners can hear 
from federal, state and local 

business support organizations

SENIORS PROTEST
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Subscribe & Save.
Call (850) 962-8019 to get started.
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850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned and Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304

CELEBRATING  
 37 YEARS!

Re-Sell
Store

850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.
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formerly 
Habitat for Humanity

Monday-Friday 8-6:30
Saturday 8-5

850-926-4677
Our current store address is 
28 McCallister Road
www.mikesfeedstore.com

MIKE’S
 FEED STORE

Congratulations on Your Success! 
The Mike’s Feed Store family is 
proud of  you & knows that you 
will do great things!
Proud Sponsor of  Student of  the Week…

God 
Bless America

  
  

Ja’riya Cole – 4th grader, Crawfordville Elementary
Student of the Week

Principal: Alena Crawford

Achievements/Reason for Nomination: Ja’riya Cole is a 
fourth-grade student who is a great example of hard work and 
kindness. She has earned straight A’s all year and stays orga-
nized in everything she does. Ja’riya is kind to everyone and is 
a positive leader to have in the classroom. � is year, she won 
the fourth-grade 4-H Public Speaking Competition, and she 
also placed third in the school spelling bee. She is an example of 
what it means to be a successful student!

STUDENT OF THE WEEK FEATURES A DIFFERENT SCHOOL EACH WEEK. 

Wakulla Volunteers Wanted
Big Bend HospiceBig Bend Hospice

Become a Hospice Volunteer Today! 
No prior experience needed - just an open heart and a desire to help.

Apply Now!

READY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
Visit bigbendhospice.org or call Andrea Zinker
at 850-878-5310 to learn more and get started.

At Big Bend Hospice, Volunteers are essential to 
our mission of compassionate care. Whether you're 
supporting patients or helping behind the scenes, 
your time makes a lasting difference.

Florida Wild 
Mammal 
Association

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327 

FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper 
towels

• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & 

nuts

• Pedigree 
wet & dry 
dog food

• Friskies wet 
& dry cat 
food

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

FLORIDA STATE PARKS 
SPECIALTY LICENSE PLATE
 RELEASED: OCTOBER 2021

The revenue collected annually 
from the sale of the Florida State Parks specialty license plate will 

be distributed to the Florida State Parks Foundation, a Florida 
nonpro�it, for their efforts to preserve, protect, sustain, and grow 

Florida state parks.
Floridians interested in purchasing one of the many specialty 

license plates offered in Florida are encouraged to visit their local 
tax collector or license plate agency. A complete list of Florida’s 

specialty license plates can be found on the department’s website.

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

850428-9891

Precision Carpentry 
& Home Repair

• Small Jobs • Large Jobs 
• Experienced • References
• Whole House Trim Outs
• Custom Trim Work & Fabrication
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Madden Metcalf, le� , who recently signed a major label 
contract, was headliner and had the crowd dancing, above. 

CJ Beach and the Deadmen performing, below.

Pinwheels

Deadmen Walking Music Festival at Palaver Tree

Boating accident

Young voices at 4-H Public Speaking Contest
Special to The Sun

Students from across Wakulla 
County took center stage recently at 
the 2026 Wakulla County 4 H Public 
Speaking Competition, showcasing 
confidence, creativity, and powerful 
communication skills during a long 
standing youth leadership program 
administered by UF/IFAS Extension’s 
4 H Youth Development. 
Held at the Wakulla County Exten-

sion Office, the county level contest 
brought together top student speakers 
from elementary and middle schools 
throughout the county. Each partici-
pant earned their place by advancing 
through classroom  and school level 
competitions, making the evening a 
celebration of both individual achieve-
ment and collective effort by educators, 
families, and volunteers who support 
youth development through 4 H. 
Florida’s 4 H Public Speaking Pro-

gram has been offered statewide since 
1969, making it one of the organiza-
tion’s longest running educational 
initiatives. The program is designed to 
teach young people the fundamentals 

of effective communication, including 
speech preparation, organization, de-
livery, and poise. For many students, 
participation marks an early oppor-
tunity to build confidence speaking 
before an audience – skills that serve 
them well in school, careers, and civic 
life. 

ELEMENTARY DIVISION: 4TH 
AND 5TH GRADE WINNERS

In the 4th and 5th grade divi-
sion, students impressed judges with 
speeches that were thoughtful, heart-
felt, and engaging.

• Evie Rummel earned top honors 
with her speech, “Why Mr. Wallis is 
the Best Teacher,” a personal and ex-
pressive tribute that highlighted the 
lasting impact educators can have on 
young lives.

• Lily Rose Raguth Tscharner was 
also recognized as a county winner 
for her speech, “Switzerland,” which 
demonstrated strong organization and 
clarity while exploring an international 
topic with confidence and depth.
Both winners will advance to rep-

resent Wakulla County at the district 
level competition, where students from 
multiple North Florida counties will 
compete..

MIDDLE SCHOOL DIVISION: 6TH 
GRADE WINNERS

The 6th grade division featured a 
dynamic range of topics and polished 
performances from Wakulla County’s 
middle school students.

• Autumn Thompson captured at-
tention with “The Pledge of Allegiance,” 
a speech that reflected maturity, strong 
delivery, and thoughtful examination 
of a familiar civic tradition.

• Dahlia Hunt was recognized for 
her speech, “Life of a Kid Cartoonist,” 
which combined creativity and clear 
communication while offering a unique 
personal perspective.
As county winners, both students 

will also advance to the district com-
petition, continuing Wakulla County’s 
tradition of strong participation in the 
4 H Public Speaking Program. 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
AND LASTING IMPACT

The evening would not have been 
possible without the many communi-
ty leaders, educators, and volunteers 
who served as judges, timekeepers, 
and coordinators. Their involvement 
reflects the program’s broader goal of 
connecting youth with caring adults 
who support leadership development 
and personal growth. 
The contest is sponsored statewide 

by Florida Power & Light, whose ongo-
ing support helps ensure schools and 
counties across Florida can continue 
offering this valuable educational ex-
perience to students year after year. 
For Wakulla County 4 H, the Pub-

lic Speaking Contest is more than a 
competition—it is a formative learning 
experience that encourages young 
people to find their voice, share their 
ideas, and grow as confident communi-
cators. As this year’s winners prepare 
to advance to the next level, they carry 
with them the skills, confidence, and 
encouragement that define the heart 
of the 4 H program

PUBLIC NOTICES: 
For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla Sun provides 

this Public Notice Section for all Public Notices not 
published in the Legal Notice section of the newspaper.

From Front Page

beautiful smile, I knew I 
had made another friend 
that day after spending 
just a short time with 
him.
Terranova leaves be-

hind his wife, Ciera. 
Voorting said that “Cody 

was a devoted husband 
who loved his wife more 
than anything in the 
world. She was the an-
chor in his life... very 
caring, looking out for 
everyone all the time. I 
love them both,” Voort-
ing said.

“I never dreamed he 
would leave me this way 
and I will never forget the 
fun times although the 
best times we had were 
always on the Wakulla 
River house dock with 
friends. 
“The memories of fun 

trips and fun times will 
never be forgotten, and I 
will miss him,” Voorting 
said.

PHOTOS BY
GERALD BROWN

� ere were a number of gardens of blue pinwheels 
put up last week to raise awareness of April as Child 

Abuse Prevention Month. From right to le� : students 

at Wakulla Middle School, the Wakulla County Health 
Department, and at Azalea Park with a garden of 

pinwheels put out by volunteers for Caroline’s Agape 
Project. (Photos by Shirley Howard, Elizabeth Neigh-

bors, William Snowden)

PreventtPrevent 
FraudFraud

PreventPrevent
IdentittyyIdentity 

TheftftfTheft

ShredShred
SensitiveSensitive

DocumentsDocuments

Join us for this free community service!

Your items for shredding must be within the trunk 
or rear of your vehicle.

Saturday, April 18th from 9am - 1pm.  

 

No need to remove staples,
paperclips or file folders. 

No binders, metal or plastic -
i.e. CDs, floppy discs, ziplock
bags, credit cards, etc. 

For additional information or questions regarding accepted items, please contact 
Secure Records Solutions at (850) 656-6900 or visit www.securerecordssolutions.com/shred-day-faq

SSSHHHRRREEEDDD EEEVVVEEENNNNNNTTTTTTSHRED EVENT
FFrF eF eFFrF eFrF eeee CoCoC momo mmmm umum nunu tn tnitinin tnin tyytytFree Community 

Wakulla County
Transfer Station

159 Landfill Rd,
Crawfordville, FL 32327

9:00 am - 1:00  pm  
or until the shred trucks are full

SATURDAY | APRIL 18 

Notice of Public Meeting:
The Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners 

has scheduled a Public Meeting of the Tourist Development 
Council on April 23, 2026, at 10:00 AM in the Wakulla 

County Commission Complex (Large Conference Room), 
3093 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville FL 32327. 
Interested parties are invited to attend and participate.

Persons with a disability needing a special accommodation should 
contact the Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners Ad-
ministration Offi ce at least two (2) days prior to the meeting at (850) 
926-0919; Hearing & Voice Impaired at 1-800-955-8771; or email at 
ADARequest@mywakulla.com April 9, 2026
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Opinions

LETTERS FROM READERS

Early education can help a child grow

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 
By donating, you help us keep citi-

zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 
Your contributions will equip our 

newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.
That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our com-

munity
• More local content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 
We would very much appreciate your 

contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 
The Florida Press Foundation is 

registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.
We accept donations by card or 

check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.
Send it to Florida Press Foundation 

at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

The Wakulla Sun, Copyright © 2023 is published weekly by Hot Water Publishing, 12 Arran Road, Craw-
fordville FL. Periodicals postage is pending at Crawfordville FL. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Wakulla Sun, 12 Arran Road, Crawfordville FL 32327.

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/@TheWakullaSun
TWITTER: www.twitter.com/@TheWakullaSun Jessi Smith

DISTRIBUTON

Subscripti ons to The Wakulla Sun 
In County - $40/yr. - $25/6 mo. Out of County - $50/yr. - $30/6 mo. 

Out of State - $60/yr. - $35/6 mo.
To subscribe call (850)962-8019.

Editor/Publisher: 
William Snowden
editor@thewakullasun.com

Production Manager/IT: 
Eric Stanton

estanton@thewakullasun.com

Circulation: 
Krystal Sheppard

circulation@thewakullasun.com

Sales & Marketing 
Lynda Kinsey

lkinsey@thewakullasun.com

AWARD WINNING

NEWSPAPER

“It’s A New Day!”

Something on your mind?
Email Letters to the Editor to editor@thewakullasun.

com; or mail it � e Wakulla Sun, 12 Arran Road, 
Crawfordville FL 32327; or drop it by the o�  ce on the 

courthouse square.

Editor, The Sun:

In my opinion, Voluntary 
pre-kindergarten is one of the 
smartest ways to set a child up 
for success because it builds the 
skills that matter most before kin-
dergarten even begins. 
This is one of the many reasons 

voluntary pre-kindergartens are 
beneficial for a child.
Children become prepared ac-

ademically and socially for what 
the expectation will be when they 
enter kindergarten.
VPK promotes early practice on 

recognition of letters, numbers, 
and establishes routines which 

can build a child’s confidence and 
reduce stress when they step into 
kindergarten for the first time.  
Having a child in VPK can also 

help teachers and families to no-
tice learning or speech needs earli-
er so the child can receive services 
that are needed to be successful 
in school. VPK helps to support 
working families by providing a 
structured, reliable early-learning 
option while still allowing parents 
to choose what is best for their 
child and make informed deci-
sions.
In VPK, children get a head start 

on early reading and math, learn 
classroom routines, and practice 
sharing, listening, and working 
with others – so they walk into 
kindergarten confident and ready 

to learn.
When a child is supported, it 

can make the biggest difference 
in how they will perceive school in 
years to come. 
Just as important, making it 

voluntary respects parents’ choic-
es while still giving every child 
access to a strong start from the 
very beginning. 
Just my opinion on how being 

mindful of a child’s education 
supports them throughout the 
years to come, allowing them to 
have a strong start. 

Mary Cummins 
Director

          Happy Time Instructional 
Child Care Center

Calendar of events for the week of April 9
� ursday, April 9

• St. Marks City Commission meets at city 
hall at 6 p.m.
• Th e Rotary Club of Wakulla meets at 
TSC Wakulla  at 8:30 a.m.  
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be 
held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in Craw-
fordville, every Th ursday. Th ere are con-
cessions and raffl  es.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 
p.m. every Th ursday at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, April 10
 
• Small Business Rural Resources Tour 
will be at Wakulla Environmental Institute 
from 2:30 to 5 p.m. To register, www.Flor-
idaSBDC.org/ruraltour
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and 8 p.m. every Friday at 54 Ochlock-
onee St. 

Saturday, April 11

• Worm Gruntin’ Festival in Sopchoppy 
begins with the Wiggle Worm Fun Run 
at 8 a.m., the worm gruntin’ contest at 10 
a.m., and live music beginning at 11:30 
a.m. And the Worm Grunters Ball with 
the Rick Ott Band will be held at Civic 
Brewing beginning at 6:30 p.m.
• Zeta Phi Beta Sorority will celebrate 10 
years of service with a gala at the Wakulla 
Community Center beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
Speaker will be 24th Past International 
President Mary Breaux Wright. Tickets 
are $75 at https://www.zeff y.com/en-US/
ticketing/10th-anniversary-gala-6

Sunday, April 12

• Wakulla Giving Hands holds a food 
giveaway every Sunday from 12:30 to 2:30 
p.m. at the facility across from Medart El-
ementary on Highway 98.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets every 

Sunday at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Monday, April 13

• Planning commission meets in the com-
mission boardroom beginning at 6 p.m. 
• Sopchoppy City Commission meets at 
city hall at 6:30 p.m.
• Th e Wakulla Respite Program is avail-
able for anyone with memory impair-
ment at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Lake Ellen Baptist Church every Monday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. 
for women and 8 p.m. for men every 
Monday at 54 Ochlockonee St.
• Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class with 
Margaret every Monday at 11 a.m. First 
Baptist Church CLC Building in Craw-
fordville. Bring a mat.
• Line Dancing Class is held at Wakulla 
Dance Academy every Monday from 7 to 
9 p.m. $5 per person. Wear dance shoes 
or tennis shoes.

Tuesday, April 14

• Historical Society program on license 
plate collecting by Jeff  Francis will be held 
at the public library at 6 p.m.
• Sopchoppy community dinner is held 
every week at the Towles House at 6:30 
p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets every 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee 
St.

Wednesday, April 15

• Wakulla County Law Enforcement 
Torch Run in support of Special Olympics 
will have a run from the sheriff ’s offi  ce 
to the courthouse beginning at 10 a.m. 
followed by a program on the courthouse 
lawn.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and 6:30 p.m. every Wednesday at 54 
Ochlockonee St.

On the Horizon

Historical Society to present program on license plates
Special to The Sun

The Wakulla Coun-
ty Historical Society 
invites you to attend 
our Second Tues-
day History Talk on 
April 14 at 6 p.m. at 
the Wakulla County 
Public Library, 4330 
Crawfordville Hwy. 
The topic will be 

Automobile License 
Plates presented by 
Jeff Francis. 
Jeff Francis is a 

63-year-old native 
Floridian born in 
St. Petersburg. After 
graduating from col-
lege, he became an 
event promoter and 
retired early at 37.
He has collected li-

cense plates for 54 
years starting with 
gathering plates in St. 
Petersburg on his bicy-
cle at 10 years old. His 
collection has grown 
into the largest com-
prehensive collection 
in the world. It com-
prises the only known 
complete set of Amer-
ican license plates 
from all 50 states from 
the first issues to the 
present. The Canadi-
an collection is only 
three plates from be-
ing complete and the 
collection features 
plates from Mexi-
co and thousands of 
plates from other ju-
risdictions around the 

world.
But most impor-

tantly, his first love 
is Florida plates. His 
collection comprises 
over 325 different por-
celain county and city 
plates issued in Flori-
da from 1911 to 1917. 
Also, his collection 

encompasses plates 
from all Florida coun-

ties from 1938 to the 
present. Florida used 
numbers starting in 
1938 to designate the 
county, Wakulla being 
65. The goal of this 
collection is to collect 
the plate from every 
year for every county 
and is only 132 plate 
shy of being complete. 
And missing a Wakul-

la 1943, 1949, 1954 
and 1955 with the 65 
prefix.
He has traveled to 

154 U.N. countries 
in search of license 
plates and then to ev-
ery county of the 50 
United States 
He enjoys giving 

presentations about 
license plates to local 
groups and civic clubs 
around the country, 
and is also involved 
in the promotion and 
execution of several li-
cense plate collecting 
related events in the 
country. 
He was inducted 

into the Automobile 
License Plate Collec-

tors Association (ALP-
CA)Hall of Fame in 
2019 for his leader-
ship roles in the na-
tional club. 
He’s also involved 

with Boy Scouts being 
an Eagle Scout, Ki-
wanis, Exchange Club 
and many other civic 
organizations in St. 
Petersburg and Butte, 
Montana, where he 
spends his summer 
months. 
He is looking for-

ward to his presen-
tation at the Wakulla 
County Historical So-
ciety program on April 
14. For more infor-
mation call 850-926-
1110.
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Wakulla Crossroads
By VERNA BROCK

 I hope everyone had a blessed 
Easter and Passover. It has been a 
really busy month or so, but taking 
moments to reflect on life’s deeper 
questions is helpful. Part of prepar-
ing for Easter includes taking time to 
contemplate Christ’s journey to the 
cross. 
The age-old observation of Ash 

Wednesday and Lent helps us fo-
cus on sacrifice and mortality. We 
are called to remember the meaning 

of Christ’s life and death, and our 
chance to be redeemed from death 
and sin. Maundy Thursday recalls 
Passover and the Last Supper, when 
Jesus foretold his coming passion. 
Good Friday helps the faithful focus 
on Jesus’ suffering, death and com-
ing resurrection. Easter Sunday is 
the centuries old celebration of re-
newal and salvation. 
Christians around the world join 

together to rejoice in the promise 
of grace, eternal life, and the risen 
Lord. After 40 days of contemplation, 

Christians can proclaim the myster-
ies of faith with genuine joy every 
year, as they have done for millennia. 
Our Jewish brethren continue to 

celebrate the great holy days of Pass-
over, proclaiming God’s power to 
bring them out of slavery in Egypt. 
Exodus is one of the most riveting or-
igin stories of any nation on Earth. 
All the symbolism and ancient tradi-
tions that venerate the journey of a 
chosen people continue to be prac-
ticed around the world. 
These very same traditions perme-

ate Christian faith and appear in the 
Biblical account of Christ’s life and 
death. Two faiths, inextricably joined 
by history and belief, celebrate God’s 

power and love. God’s message of 
grace is a source of hope, now and 
forever. 
This Easter, I awoke to the news of 

a tragic death on Sunday. Tallahas-
see Police Department Officer Cody 
Terranova was killed in a boating 
accident over the weekend. It is al-
ways difficult to hear of the loss of 
a public servant, and it is especially 
hard when they grew up with your 
children. 
Cody graduated with my daughter 

and was an interesting young man 
even then. Please keep his family in 
your prayers during this very sad 
time.

‘

HEATHER BRYAN
Chamber Executive Director

“Being a part of 
getting all of these 
people together.”

JAMES LEWIS
Leadership Wakulla

“My favorite part 
is how it brings 
the community 

together.”

Polled at Wakulla Chamber of Commerce’s 15th annual Low Country Boil:

LINDA OAKS
Library Director

“I get to see all the 
people from the 
local businesses 

and people I don’t 
get to see every 

day.”

“Community! The 
community we live in 

is such a heartfelt place 
fi lled with amazing 
people. We are so 

blessed.”

KINSEY MILLER
Panacea Communications

Polled at Wakulla Chamber of Commerce’s 15th annual Low Country Boil:Polled at Wakulla Chamber of Commerce’s 15th annual Low Country Boil:
– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

ROBERT MCKENZIE
McKenzie Property Management

“I’ve not been here 
before but I am 

seeing old friends 
an enjoying the 

fellowship.”

Favorite thing about the Low Country Boil?

If you are a business and want to be seen...
this is your spot to advertise!!!

Would you like to remind people that you are open for business, 
have you moved, are you offering new products or services? 

This is your spot to advertise!
Contact Lynda Kinsey 850-962-8019 • LKinsey@� eWakullaSun.com

Vintage Blossom 
Flowers and Gifts

• Weddings • Funerals
• Everyday Bouquets

850-745-8236
VintageBlossoms.Shop

2698 Crawfordville Hwy.

FLORIDAPUBLICNOTICES.COM 
A free service of the Florida Press Association and your local newspaper

FLORIDA LEGAL NOTICES
AVAILABLE ONLINE IN 
ONE CONVENIENT LOCATION
Thousands of legal notice advertisements published weekly 
online in one convenient, searchable database — and at no added 
cost to taxpayers, local government, or attorneys.
If yours are missing, contact membership@flpress.com or your 
local newspaper.
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outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Wakulla 
Lawn Ranger

Gene 
Darby

850-251-9122
Mowing

Edging - Trimming 
Sidewalk/Driveways 

Pressurewashing
Landscaping

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

Another photo from local pho-
tographer Lisa Vince, this one a 
close-up of some Milk � istle. 

By MARJ LAW

Beth and Sally are 
about to purchase am-
munition. They are new 
to shooting, and both 
have 22s. Beth has a Sig 
Sauer 322 and Sally has 
a Ruger Mark IV. They’re 
both a bit uncertain as 
they stare at the shelves 
full of ammunition boxes.
“Let’s start with our 

22s,” suggests Beth. “I 
see 22 Short and 22 LR 
which stands for Long 
Rifle. Since I have a gun 
with a very short barrel, 
I probably should get the 
22 Short. That means you 
should get the 22 LR, be-
cause your gun is much 
longer than mine.”
“I don’t think that’s 

what you buy for your 
Sig,” says Sally, flipping 
through the pages of 
Beth’s manual. “No, it 
says here you need 22 
LR, just like I do for my 
Ruger.”
“Wonder what gun 

shoots the ‘Short,’” pon-
dered Beth. “Oh, well, 
we’ll both get the 22 LR 
ammo. Now, should we 
get one that says ‘hollow 
point?’”
“I don’t think so. Joey 

said ‘hollow point’ ammo 
is for self-defense or var-
mints. But we’re just us-

ing the 22s for target 
practice. For defense, 
we have our 9mm hand-
guns.”
Beth is looking at pric-

ing. “The pack of 22 LR 
Blazer Brass is half the 
price of the CCi, but Sam 
said to get CCi. He says 
it’s the cleanest-firing 22 
ammo in his opinion. Sam 
said not to get fancy and 
look for ‘Hollow Point’ and 
‘High Velocity,’ because 
22 LR is all we need for 
target practice; not for 
defense.”
Sally sees the box of 

Blazer Brass. “Joey does 
say Blazer is good. But 
look at the box. The Blaz-
er has 50 bullets in the 
box and the CCi has 100. 
That’s twice as much. No 
wonder the price of the 
CCi boxed ammo is that 
high.”
“Oh,” said Beth. “I 

didn’t notice that. So, is 
there really any differ-
ence between the 22 LR 
brands?”
“No, not really, so long 

as we stay with well-
known ones.”

“Next, we’ll get ammo 
for your Sig Sauer 365 
and my Kimber Mako. 
They’re both 9mm guns,” 
said Sally. 
“Oh, no.” Beth is dis-

mayed by all the 9mm 
ammo for sale. “There 
are a lot of boxes of 9mm. 
Which are we going to 
get?”
“Joey said we might 

think of getting 2 kinds: 
one for target practice 
and one for defense. He 
suggests buying in bulk 
for target practice since 
it’s cheaper.”
“I didn’t plan on buying 

so much,” complained 
Beth. “What’s the differ-

ence between 9mm Luger 
and 9mm Parabellum? 
And this Makarov? Are 
they all the same?”
“I think Joey said Luger 

and Parabellum are okay, 
but I’ve never heard of 
Makarov. We better cross 
that one off our list.”
“May I help you?” asked 

a salesman, noticing them 
studying the endcap. 
“We’re looking at am-

munition,” replied Sally.
“Are you wanting rim-

fire or centerfire ammu-
nition?” he asked.
“We’re just looking 

right now. We’re not fin-
ished checking out our 
options.”
“But…” started Beth.
Sally grabbed her by 

the sleeve, starting to pull 
her down the aisle. Beth 
got the hint and scram-
bled along with her.
When they were out of 

earshot, Sally turned to 
Beth. “What, on earth, is 
rimfire? Or centerfire? We 
have to be the dumbest 
people here,” she hissed.
A kindly elderly man 

leaned towards them.
“I couldn’t help but 

hear that you both have 
22s and 9mm handguns. 
The 22 is rimfire, and the 
9 is centerfire.” He notices 
that both gals aren’t un-
derstanding.

“When shooting, your 
firing pin hits the primer, 
which causes a spark to 
set off the main propel-
lent,” he explained. “On 
your 22, it is located along 
the back circular rim of 
the cartridge. According 
to GunDigest: ‘The spark 
goes to the main propel-
lant charge which then 
burns and creates the gas 
pressure that sends the 
projectile out of the bar-
rel.’ So, look at the back 
of the cartridge. Because 
the primer is on the rim, 
we call it a rimfire gun.”
“Look at the back of the 

9mm casing,” he contin-
ued. “Notice the depres-
sion in the center? In 
your 9mm handgun, the 
primer is no longer in the 
rim; it is located right here 
in the center. When the 
salesperson asks if you 
want rimfire or centerfire, 
your 22s will be rimfire 
and your 9mm will be 
centerfire.”
“Thank you for ex-

plaining it to us,” said 
Sally, glad now that she 
wouldn’t sound stupid to 
the salesman. Each gal 
then purchased a box of 
100 CCi 22 LR rounds, 
and were deciding on a 
box of 50 9mm Luger 
rounds.
“I didn’t know which 

9mm box to get,” con-
fessed Sally as they 
walked to the car. “One 
said 115 grains, one said 
124 grains, and one said 
147 grains. I went for 
the 115 because it was 
the cheapest. Joey said 
the cheapest good 9mm 
brand is probably the 
best for target shooting. 
He said the lighter weight 
might make shooting eas-
ier and give less recoil.”
“There’s so much to 

learn, even just about 
ammunition,” returned 
Beth, sighing. 
“Sure is,” returned Sal-

ly. “Yesterday I found 
Sam running his hands 
through a box of 9mm 
rounds.”
“What are you doing?” 

I asked him. “Feeling up 
your ammo?”
“He said someone had 

given him this box, and 
the rounds had something 
slick on them, like maybe 
oil. He said oil can seep 
inside the casing. Then, 
you probably shouldn’t 
use them. You have to 
watch out if someone 
gives you ammunition.”
“Okay. So, if you don’t 

feel slime on them, then 
you can use them?” asked 
Beth.
“Not unless you really 

know what to look for. 

Casings could be dam-
aged and have cracks in 
them. Also, 380 ammo 
and the 9mm rounds look 
so much the same, you 
almost have to check the 
back of each round to see 
which round it is.”
“Then too,” she added, 

“Joey said some people 
just stick rounds into a 
box. You won’t really know 
what’s in there. Someone 
may have picked up spent 
brass and reloaded them. 
They might have made 
‘hot’ rounds that are not 
suitable for your gun. You 
have to know a lot to ac-
cept ammo from others.”
“Sounds like you’re 

saying: ‘Just say no’ to 
gifts of ammo!’” laughed 
Beth.
“That’s about it. It’s 

safer to buy locally. Then 
you know what you’re 
getting.”
“Since we have 9mm 

handguns for defense, 
can we use that +P or +P+ 
ammo?”
“Joey says to read your 

manual. Some 9s can 
take the stronger fire-
power, but others cannot. 
You could damage your 
barrel, so be sure to check 
the manual before you 
buy +P.”
“Okay. Sally, you know 

I haven’t looked at that 
manual.”
“Yikes! Then, read it 

tonight. Maybe it’s a good 
idea to find a well-trained 
person to take us to the 
range the first few times. 
Although we did take the 
‘carry concealed’ class, 
there’s still so much to 
learn.”
“Just not from our hus-

bands, please!” laughed 
Beth. “I think I’d be more 
comfortable with a wom-
an. Did you notice how 
small the shooting stalls 
are at the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office (WCSO) 
range?”
“That’s all the space 

we need. I like the idea 
of shooting at the WCSO 
range, because a depu-
ty is always there if we 
need one. They’re great 
for both information and 
safety. So, let’s go there 
Wednesday morning. A 
few shooters usually meet 
at the pistol range around 
10:00. Let’s bring our 
guns and ammo and join 
them!”
 
Marj Law is the former 

director of Keep Wakulla 
County Beautiful who has 
become an avid shooter in 
retirement.

Newbies buy ammunition
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VISIT ORTHOINFO.ORG/CYCLESAFETY

READ THE ROAD.  
AND YOU WON’T NEED AS MANY NEW PARTS.

MOTORCYCLE CRASHES DON’T ALWAYS INVOLVE ANOTHER 

VEHICLE. SLICK SURFACES AND ROAD DEBRIS CAN LEAD TO 

BROKEN BIKES, AND BROKEN BONES. RIDE AT A SPEED THAT 

GIVES YOU TIME TO REACT. CHECK OUR WEBSITE BELOW 

FOR MORE CYCLE SAFETY TIPS.

ota.org orthoinfo.org
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Underwater    WakullaBy Nicole Stanton

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences
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Best fishing days this month
Best fishing day(s) is in the center of date ranges.

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.

Gulf Coast Weekly Almanac
First

April 23
Full

May 1
Last

April 10
New

April 17

April 10, 14 - 20
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3:48 PM 

4:50 AM 
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5:54 PM 
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8:00 PM
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Moon rise/setSun rise/set
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Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

7:15 AM
8:01 PM

3:03 AM
1:17 PM

7:14 AM
8:01 PM

3:42 AM
2:17 PM

7:13 AM
8:02 PM

4:17 AM
3:18 PM

7:12 AM
8:02 PM

4:49 AM
4:18 PM

7:11 AM
8:03 PM

5:20 AM
5:20 PM

7:10 AM
8:04 PM

5:50 AM
6:24 PM

55%

46%

36%

27%

18%

10%

5% Best hunting and fishing based on solunar times: MAJOR feeding periods are 2 hours long, centered on the solunar time. MINOR feeding periods are only 1 hour long, again centered on the solunar time.
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24/7 PRIORITY ON-WATER ASSISTANCE
ARE YOU A MEMBER?      SEA TOW BIG BEND \ 850-984-3456 \ seatow.com

© 2023 “Sea Tow,” including words, phrases and logos, are trademarks of Sea Tow Services International, Inc. All rights reserved.  

Rivers and mythology. July 5, 2012

For thousands of years, across every civilization, 
mythology has revolved around water. There are 
mythical beings in the rivers, the lakes, the swamps, 
the caves, and of course the ocean. Before our age of 
scientific discovery, you would look at the spring in 
your back yard and ask yourself, was that a Naiad 
swimming in the waters? But wait, what is a Naiad?? 
And why is it living in your Spring? A Naiad is a Greek 
water nymph that was attached to flowing water, 
often depicted as a beautiful, nude woman bathing 
in the waters of her spring. It was said that a Naiad 
would die if her spring were to ever dry up.
The Celts believed that the river held mystical black 
horses called Kelpies, who would peek their eyes out 
of the water to watch the people on land, much the 
way our alligators do. One would lure unwary hu-
mans, especially children, to ride on it’s back and the 
Kelpie would take off with the rider into the deepest 
part of the river to drown it’s victim. Even today we 
watch our children closely as they approach the wa-
ters edge, but now we worry more about the gators 
than the kelpies.
As the conquistadors first discovered our waters, 
they would sail down our rivers and look over the rails 
of the ship to see the shadowy forms of mermaids 
swimming in the Florida rivers. When a sailor first 
saw this creature with long green hair undulating 
under the water as it swam away, he saw similarities 
to both man and sea. When looking over the rails of 
our own high dive in Wakulla springs I saw my first 
mermaid. Her long green hair was strings of algae 
flowing behind her as she swam, not side to side 
as other fish, but up and down as a human would 
with her spine oriented in the same fashion as oth-
er mammals. In that statement, I realized that the 
conquistadors weren’t far off. Mermaids are a mar-
riage of man and the sea, Manatees are a marriage 
of mammals and the sea. They represent two worlds 
coming together and creating something straight from 
legends right in our back yards.
Though the conquistadors found mermaids in Flor-
ida, the Irish, Scotts, and Welsh found women (and 
a few men) living in the sea as well. They were the 
Selkie, seals who could shed their skins to walk on 
dry land. It was said that if you stole the skin of a 
Selkie and hid it from it’s owner, the Selkie would wed 
you and stay with you. However, they would pine for 
the sea, and if the Selkie ever found it’s skin, nothing 
on dry land, not love or money, could keep him/her 
from returning to the sea.
Today, when you look outside to your own communi-
ty, you can see the mysterious waters of the Wakulla 
Springs cave system. In the hay-day of mythology, 
our springs would have been worshipped as divine. 
The home to Naiads, kelpie, mermaids, and ruled 
by it’s own river god. Today, Florida springs are in 
danger; many have been filled or contaminated by 
runoff toxins and sewage fields.
To the end of remembering the divinity of our trea-
sure, this is but the first article exploring the myths 
and legends surrounding the water element.

Editor’s Note: This is a repeat of a column from 
2012.

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Emory SmithA

U X I L I A RY

U
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OAST GU
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Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 

Boating Emergencies
As we move to-

wards our spring and 
summer holiday sea-
sons and especially 
our long Memorial 
Day and July 4th long 
weekends, let’s take 
a look at one of the 
more common and 
very dangerous com-
binations we face on 
the water. Alcohol and 
Boating…
As more  s ta tes 

adopt strict operat-
ing-under-the-influ-
ence (OUI) laws that 
mirror stepped-up 
alcohol enforcement 
on the roads, boat-
ers are coming under 
increasing scrutiny. 
Venturing out on the 
water after drinking, 
even after moderate 
social drinking, can 
be very hazardous.
According to the 

U.S. Coast Guard, al-
cohol is a major factor 
in as much as 50% of 
all recreational boat-
ing fatalities.
The Coast Guard 

says a boat opera-
tor with a blood al-

cohol concentration 
above .10% - the legal 
threshold in 38 states 
- is 10 times more 
likely to be killed in 
a boating accident 
than a boater with 
zero BAC.
No matter what 

the activity, alcohol 
affects balance, vi-
sion, coordination 
and judgement. But 
in boating, stressors 
like wind, sun, noise, 
motion, and vibra-
tion can magnify the 
effects of alcohol and 
even accelerate im-
pairment.
Most boaters think 

of collisions as the 
greatest threat when 

drinking on the wa-
ter. Yet, according to 
BoatUS Foundation 
for Boating Safety re-
search, an estimated 
75% of alcohol-related 
boating accidents and 
injuries do not involve 
collisions. In fact, 
falls on board or over-
board, or missteps at 
the dock or getting 
into the dinghy, are a 
much greater threat 
when drinking afloat.
So, remember, in 

the end, as Sherrie 
says, “Safe Boating is 
no accident!”

If you would like 
to learn more about 
vessel safety checks, 

please contact Steve 
Hults, Staff Officer for 
Vessel Examinations 
at steve.hults@usc-
gaux.net
Please contact us 

for more information 
about our safe boat-
ing classes or learn-
ing more about get-
ting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out 
our website at www.
uscgaux.net follow 
us on Facebook @ 
Apalachee Bay Flotilla 
12 or contact our Flo-
tilla Commander Phil 
Hill at pnkkhill2000@
yahoo.com
  
The Coast Guard 

Auxiliary is the uni-
formed civilian volun-
teer component of the 
U.S. Coast Guard and 
supports the Coast 
Guard in nearly all 
mission areas. The 
Auxiliary was created 
by Congress in 1939. 
For more information, 
please visit  www.
cgaux.org.
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Invite Jesus into your mess – and discover true security

By SHERYL H. BOLDT
  
Do you ever wonder 

if God gets tired of your 
constant mess-ups? 

Maybe you’re feeling 
so discouraged after a 
recent slide back into 
sinful behavior that 

you’ve stopped reading 
your Bible and praying. 
Because of this, you’re 
feeling more and more 
insecure. 

Some even hesitate to 
surrender their lives to 
Christ because they’re 
convinced they’re not 
good enough.

If that’s you, I can’t 
wait to share this week’s 
verse:  “May Christ 
through your fa i th 
[actually] dwell (settle 
down, abide, make His 
permanent home) in 
your hearts! May you 
be rooted deep in love 
and founded securely 
on love” (Ephesians 3:17 

AMPC).
Try to imagine what 

it would be like to be 
rooted deeply in love 
and founded securely 
on love by the One Who 
loves you most, even 
when you’re at your 
worst. 

I can’t think of any-
thing more comforting 
than being secure, es-
pecially when I don’t 
love myself or when 
I’m devastated due to 
my sinful choices. I’ve 
discovered that there is 
no better way to obtain 
ultimate security than 
to invite Jesus into my 
mess – into the choices 

I no longer want to live 
by.

Invit ing Jesus to 
make His home in our 
heart (life) begins with 
honesty. We acknowl-
edge our sin and recog-
nize that no amount of 
good works can make us 
right with God. We come 
to understand that only 
Jesus, God Himself (dy-
ing an agonizing death 
for our sins and rising 
three days later), can 
make us certain of en-
tering heaven. 

Some refer to this un-
derstanding and process 
as becoming “saved,” 
“born-again” or “asking 

Jesus to become our 
Lord and Savior” (Lord: 
giving Him authority 
over our lives; Savior: 
saving us from hell and 
the control of sin). Be-
sides providing eternal 
salvation, Jesus’ death 
and resurrection enable 
us to live a victorious 
life instead of remaining 
slaves to our sins and 
harmful habits. 

God is not indifferent 
to our sin. He hates it, 
which is why His Son 
died for it. He grieves 
when we sin because He 
knows its devastating 
effects on our lives. 

In our best moments 

and in our worst, we 
can rest securely in our 
Father’s love that meets 
us right in the middle of 
our struggle. He knows, 
despite our best inten-
tions, that we’ll still 
mess up, yet He keeps 
drawing us back to Him 
again and again to lead 
us toward repentance. 

Talk about security. 

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the blog, 
www.TodayCanBeDif-
ferent.net. Connect with 
her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

By JAMES SNYDER

One of the most im-
portant elements of life 
is happiness. When I 
look around the world, 
I notice how scarce hap-
piness seems, which 
makes me reflect on its 
true value.

I have come to the 
conclusion that happi-
ness is a choice. I can 
be happy or sad. The 
choice is mine.

Whenever things ar-
en’t going the way I 
want, and it seems very 
chaotic around me, I 
stop, think a little bit, 
and actively choose 
happiness over my wor-
rying, which helps me 
regain perspective.

Not too long ago, The 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage looked at me 
and said, “Why are you 
so happy?”

I looked at her smil-
ing and said, “As long as 
you’re in my life, I will be 
happy.”

She looked at me, 
smiled, and then walked 
away. I’m not sure if 
she understood exactly 
what I was saying, but 

I meant it from the bot-
tom of my heart.

I once told her that 
I had a PhD. in happi-
ness.

“What  does  that 
mean?” she asked.

“A PhD is a ‘Perpetual 
Happiness Demeanor’ –  
and I have earned that 
degree.”

Throughout the years, 
I have had this degree 
challenged on many lev-
els. When things seem 
at their worst, I need to 
step back, smile, and be 
happy.

If you watch the news 
on TV, there are a mil-
lion reasons not to be 
happy. If I believed ev-
erything on TV, it would 
be hard to be happy. 
The purpose of televi-
sion news is to depress 
people, and they are 
very successful at it.

No matter how bad 
a situation looks, I can 
be happy. For every bad 
thing in the world, I can 
always find something 
good to be happy about.

Don’t get me wrong, 
I’m not one of those 
possibility thinkers who 
think all I have to do 
is think it and I can 
achieve it. I don’t be-
lieve that at all. But I 
do believe in happiness 
in itself.

The other day The 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage was looking 
very sad. I approached 
her and said, “What’s 
wrong? Why are you 
looking so sad?”

Then she explained 
to me in detail why she 
was so sad. Based on 
what she said, she has 
every good reason to 
be sad. She had both 
thumbs injured, and 
they were not quite mov-
able, which hindered 
her from doing some of 
the work she does.

“I just am tired of my 
thumbs not working 
yet.”

It reminded me of a 
time in my life when I 
was hit with shingles on 
my right side. My right 
arm was limited in what 
I could do with it. It re-
ally made me quite sad.

One day, I went to 
Wendy’s, and a man 
came out of the store 
without a right arm. 
From the top of his 
shoulders down, his 
arm was missing.

As I watched him 
walk to his truck, I got 
to thinking. That man 
will never be able to 
use his arm because 
it’s gone. I, on the other 
hand, will be able to 
use my arm again one 
day because it’s just a 
temporary setback.

So, I told my wife, 
“Don’t get discouraged. 
That will soon go away 
and you will have full 
access to both of your 
thumbs.” I smiled at 
her, hoping she would 

catch the happiness 
bug.

I don’t think happi-
ness comes automat-
ically. It’s a matter of 
choice. In the midst 
of some very negative 
situations, I can either 
suffer through them or 
choose to be happy. I’m 
not happy about my sit-
uation, but happiness is 
my choice in life.

When my schedule 
is full, it is an oppor-
tunity for something to 
go wrong. I’ve lived long 
enough to realize that 
something going wrong 
is always an option. 
When I think I’ve got ev-
erything in line and I’m 
ready to take the next 
step, something blows 
up in my face.

That is enough to 
make me sad and even 
angry. I see a lot of an-
gry people in this world. 
I can choose to be angry 
or to be happy. The 
choice is all mine.

It’s taken me almost 
a lifetime to understand 
that and to choose hap-
piness under every cir-
cumstance.

The other day I had 
a doctor’s appointment 
across town. Just a 
checkup that the doc-
tors like to do. I went 
out, got in my truck, 
and it would not start. 
I did everything I could 

possibly think of, but 
nothing got that truck 
running.

That was a real recipe 
for some anger in my 
situation. I finally had 
to call AAA to have them 
come and start up my 
truck. When he came, 
he discovered that it 
was the battery. 

It took him about an 
hour to fix my truck and 
get it running. In the 
meantime, I had to can-
cel my doctor’s appoint-
ment and reschedule it.

I was a little bit ag-
itated. When I walked 
into the house, The Gra-
cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage greeted me 
and said, “Are you hap-
py now?”

She caught me with 
pie in my face. I looked 

at her, smiled very gen-
tly, and said, “I am now!”

I found some scrip-
ture that supports my 
happiness.

Proverbs 3:13, “Hap-
py is the man that fin-
deth wisdom, and the 
man that getteth under-
standing.”

My happiness is not 
found in the world, but 
in my personal relation-
ship with God through 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, email 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.     

My addiction to happiness
OUT TO PASTOR

SUNDAY SERVICE… 
10:17a.m.

850-926-7808 • 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville
In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

Bonnie Holub
Certi�ied Life Coach

850-570-8271
BonnietheLifeCoach.com

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

It isn’t about how 
your life looks to others…

Its about how it feels to you!

By CHERYL CRUCE

It was simple in struc-
ture, made by my dad-
dy’s hands and set by 
my mama’s love. Often 
it held only cheese grits 
and toast with home-
made blackberry jam… 
or macaroni and cheese 
with fluffy white bis-
cuits. There was never 
a question about what 
time we were to arrive 
or where we sat. The 
conversation was gen-

tle and caring –  caring 
about each other’s day.

By the time we gath-
ered, the seating was 
full… but never so full 
that another was not 
welcomed. My parents 
had an uncanny way 
of making others feel at 
home. There was always 
room at the table for one 
more.

It was the same when 
we raised our children. 
Many nights the table 
held homemade pizza 
on hamburger buns or 
a pot of spaghetti – their 
favorite meals. But what 
it held in simplicity, it 
made up for in love. And 
just like before… there 
was always room for one 
more.

Sometimes I believe I 
can still hear the echo 
of laughter and see lit-

tle images of yesterday 
that rise from my heart 
like treasured memo-
ries. And I have come 
to realize… it was never 
just about the food. It 
was about the gather-
ing and the belonging. It 
was the quiet assurance 
that you had a place – 
a place where you were 
known and welcomed. 
It was not a seat you 
earned, but a seat that 
was offered.

Perhaps that is why 
the Lord’s Table holds 
such a sacred place in 
my being. When I read 
the Scriptures, I see Him 
there – again and again –
gathered around a table. 
I see Him on the shore, a 
fire gently burning, fish 
laid upon it, calling His 
disciples to come and 
eat (John 21:9–12). I see 

Him in the home of Mar-
tha and Mary of Betha-
ny, where one prepared 
and the other sat at 
His feet, and both were 
loved (Luke 10:38–42). 
And I see Him at the ta-
ble of Simon the Phari-
see, where He was met 
with judgment… yet He 
still offered grace. Even 
there, a woman carrying 
the weight of her past 
found herself welcomed 
in a way she never ex-
pected (Luke 7:36–50).

Time and time again, 
Jesus gathered at tables 
– not because the peo-
ple were perfect, but be-
cause they were present. 
He entered their homes, 
their questions, their 
brokenness, and He al-
ways came with grace in 
His hands, offering mer-
cy where it was needed 

most. 
Today we are invited 

to the Table. It is not a 
table built by human 
hands, but one that is 
prepared by grace. A 
table where the meal is 
simple – bread and cup 
– yet it holds everything 
our souls long for. The 
place settings are never 
earned. Yet we are in-
vited to come bringing 
our memories, our joys, 
our weariness and our 
questions. And when we 
come, we find there is 
still room.

There is room for the 
faithful, the wandering 
and the weary. There 
is room for the one who 
does not know where 
they belong, because 
this Table has always 
been that kind of Table. 
It is a Table of gather-

ing and belonging where 
grace is not withheld 
– but freely given. And 
just like the table I have 
known all my life, the 
Table is prepared…the 
invitation is yours.

There is always room 
for one more.

You prepare a table 
before me in the pres-
ence of my enemies. You 
anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows. Sure-
ly your goodness and 
love will follow me all 
the days of my life, and 
I will dwell in the house 
of the LORD forever – 
Psalm 23:5-6

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.
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YOU ARE WELCOME
No Pressure. No Pretending.

Just a loving family seeking to serve God and others.

Sunday Worship - 10 AM
(Also on Facebook) 

3803 Coastal Hwy,
Crawfordville, FL
(850) 745- 8412

Dr. James Needham, Pastor
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Rick Frazee and Desiree Mosley washing Cooper as owner 
Ron Myers looks on.

Venus Stone and Tiffany Diehl of Puppy Purrs Dog Groom-
ing cutting Taco’s nails.

Tammi Cox and her dog Teddy Bear.

Greg James washes Freddy and owner Charles Carpenter 
comforts the dog.

“The sun will come out tomorrow…” Famous lyrics from a song 
about optimism. The musical, “Annie” from 1977 is all about being 
optimistic in the midst of negative things out of your control. Set in 
1933, Annie is an eleven-year-old girl who has lived her whole life in 
the New York City Municipal Orphanage, Girls Annex. She escapes 
to look for her parents, is captured and then chosen to spend two 
weeks with the billionaire, Oliver “Daddy” Warbucks. Annie is doted 
on by his assistant, Grace, and Warbucks’ whole staff. Even Presi-
dent Roosevelt is taken in by her charm and personality. Hannigan 
(the orphanage director), Rooster (her Sing Sing brother) and Lily St 
Regis (like the hotel) cook up an evil scheme to make big money off 
of Annie. Will they succeed? Come find out as The Wakulla Commu-
nity Theater presents, “Annie”, May 8, 10, 16, and 17 at the Historic 
Sopchoppy Auditorium. Tickets go on sale April 1 at wakullacommu-
nitytheater.org.

Annie coming to WCT

Obituaries
DEATH NOTICES
• William “Bill” Busby, 84, of Tallahassee, died March 27, 2026.
• Eula Mae Harmon, 94, of Crawfordville, died March 30, 2026.
• Janet Jenkes, 87, of Carrabelle, died April 1, 2026.

• James Thompson, 93, of Sopchoppy, died April 1. 2026.

Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-926-5919, www.familyfhc.com.

Sheriff’s Report
This report is for ac-

tivity March 27 to April 
3. There were 1,516 total 
calls for service during 
the week; 16 arrests; 
121 traffic stops; 14 ci-
tations and 107 traffic 
warnings.

FRIday, MARCH 27

• Deputy J Kilbourn 
responded to Kangroo 
at Spring Creek/98 in 
reference to a criminal 
mischief. According to 
the store clerk, a large 
group of juveniles en-
tered store. While tend-
ing to a customer she 
heard a loud noise com-
ing from the bathroom. 
After the juveniles left 
the store she went in to 
the woman’s bathroom. 
A sink in the last stall 
was completely ripped 
off the wall and shat-
tered. Contact was made 
with the store manager 
who advised he would 
determine the damages. 
Case forwarded to Crim-
inal Investigations Divi-
sion.

SATURday, 
MARCH 28

• Deputy Jonathan 
Kilbourn responded to 
the Coastal Highway 
Dollar General in refer-
ence to a lost wallet. The 
reporting person ad-
vised she lost her wallet 
at the store but didn’t 
notice it missing until 
she returned to her res-
idence. Video footage 
was reviewed which de-
picts the person placing 
the wallet back in her 
purse.

SUNday, MARCH 29

• Deputy Dylan Buck-
halt conducted a traffic 
stop on a white SUV in 
the area of Tiger Ham-
mock and Shadeville 
roads. Contact was 
made with the driver. 
The odor of marijuana 
was detected emanat-
ing from the vehicle and 
the driver consented to 
a search of the vehicle. 
No illegal substances 
were located inside the 
vehicle.  Nothing further 
advised.

• A BOLO (Be on the 
lookout) was sent out 
from Tallahassee Police 
Department for an at-
tempt to locate a suspect 
and vehicle that was 
used during a shooting 
incident in Leon Coun-
ty. The shooting inci-
dent then turned into a 
homicide investigation 
after the victim suc-
cumbed to his injuries. 
After obtaining further 
information, WCSO was 
able to assist in locating 
the vehicle. As deputies 
were searching the area 
the vehicle was spotted 
traveling northbound on 
Crawfordville Highway. 
Deputies caught up to 
the vehicle and conduct-
ed a felony stop. The 
driver of the vehicle (ju-
venile) was detained and 
secured in a patrol ve-
hicle. After clearing the 
scene, contact was made 
with TPD and informed 
of the recent findings. 
TPD advised the driver 
was currently a witness. 
The juvenile was trans-
ported to the Sheriff’s 

Office and interviewed 
by TPD. This incident 
was turned over to TPD 
and written for informa-
tional purposes. 

MONday, MARCH 30

• Deputy Terry Mar-
shall responded to 
the front lobby of the 
Wakulla County Sher-
iff’s Office to take a re-
port from a citizen. The 
reporting person stated 
someone contacted her 
claiming to be with the 
Sheriff’s Office and that 
she needed to pay mon-
ey. She stated she only 
wanted this incident 
documented for infor-
mational purposes.

• Deputy Zachary 
Godwin responded to 
Bridlewood Apartments 
in reference to a citizen 
reporting his dirt bike 
stolen from the night 
before. Deputy Godwin 
canvassed the area and 
conducted an interview 
about the stolen dirt 
bike. Later, Detective 
Dylan Causseaux locat-
ed the dirt bike in a field 
off Dellwood Road and 
Songbird Avenue. Crime 
scene responded and 
processed the bike.  

• Deputy Austin Riv-
ers responded to Isman 
road and to take a report 
for a stolen bike. The re-
porting person stated 
he last saw his e-Bike 
within the last month 
at the Dollar General 
in Wakulla Station. The 
e-Bike was last known 
to be pinging in Talla-
hassee. 

TUESday, MARCH 31

• A citizen reported 
paying her insurance bill 
online on March 4. How-

ever, She discovered she 
had been scammed out 
of $280 from a subject 
pretending to be a rep-
resentative with GEICO. 

• A citizen reported 
her camper and vehicle 
had been burglarized. 
Taken was an antique 
sewing machine, an-
tique coin collection, 
and several firearms. 
The serial numbers for 
the weapon could not be 
provided at the time of 
this report. 

WEDNESday, APRIL 1

• Deputy Ashton Wil-
liams responded to Pin-
ey Street in reference to 
a theft complaint. Con-
tact was made with the 
reporting person, who 
advised he discovered 
missing speakers and 
stereo equipment on one 
of his charter boats on 
March 31. He advised 
he set up a trail cam-
era on the property area 
and observed a male on 
the property on April 1 
at 12:40 p.m. The male 
appeared to rummage 
through both his boats 
and a structure on the 
property and removed 
several additional items, 
totaling $550. The vic-
tim wishes to pursue 
charges for the theft at 
this time.

• Deputy Lexi Kreit-
low responded to Klick-
itat Drive in reference to 
a theft complaint. Con-
tact was made with the 
reporting person, who 
advised she discovered 
some missing items 
from her residence. She 
stated she resides at the 
residence with her boy-
friend who is currently 
housed at the Wakulla 
County Jail. She stated 

her boyfriend’s brother 
arrived at the residence 
on March 3 requesting 
food and she provid-
ed him with some. She 
then told him he need-
ed to leave the residence 
before the children ar-
rived home. Shortly af-
ter he left the property, 
she discovered several 
items were missing from 
the residence, totaling 
$1,200. She believes 
he and a friend are in-
volved. Due to some of 
the missing items be-
longing to the boyfriend, 
contact was made with 
him at the Wakulla 
County Jail. He stat-
ed she advised him dif-
ferent individuals may 
be involved in the theft 
of the items. No wit-
nesses to the incident 
have been located at 
this time. Both parties 
provided an Affidavit of 
Prosecution.

THURSday, APRIL 2

• A citizen reported 
losing her purse wallet. 
It is unknown where she 
might have misplaced 
the wallet. She has can-

celled all the bank and 
credit cards at the time 
of this report. She re-
quested this report in 
order to replace her 
Florida Driver License.

• Deputy Jonathan 
Kilbourn responded to 
the 4000 block of Coast-
al Highway in reference 
to a citizen wanting to 
report a theft. While 
speaking with the re-
porting person, she ad-
vised she loaded her 
grandmother’s vehicle 
with items for a yard 
sale. The next morning, 
she went back to the ve-
hicle and noticed items 
missing. She asked her 
grandma if she moved 
the items. The grand-
mother advised she 
did not but stated she 
observed a known ac-
quaintance by the ve-
hicle the night before. 
She advised a multitude 
of clothing items were 
missing.

Report suspicious or 
illegal activity at 850-
745-7100, or call 911 
for emergencies. 

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA, 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
with the Florida Retirement System. 2015-6207 EXP 5/17

RICP®

RETIREMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Pamper Your Pooch is held

HARRISON 
BAIL BONDS
850-926-2299
Franklin County 850-670-3333

Locally Owned & Operated by Mike Harrison Since 1995
3049 Crawfordville Hwy. • Across from Court House

www.wakullabailbonds.com
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Gerald Brown 
PhotographyPhotography

• Licensed Drone Operator
•Beach Portraits
•Special Occasions

•Events
850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto

PHOTOS BY LINDA ANN McDONALD
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USE THE NEWS
1. AIR CANADA 

C.E.O. STEPS DOWN

The chief executive 
of Air Canada said he 
would step down after 
many people criticized 
the way he spoke to 
the public after a dead-
ly plane accident. After 
an Air Canada flight 
crashed into an airport 
fire truck in New York, 
he shared a message 
of sympathy mostly in 
English, even though 
Canada has two offi-
cial languages, English 
and French. Many 
French-speaking Ca-
nadians, especially in 
Quebec, felt that this 
showed a lack of re-
spect during a very sad 
time. Political leaders 
and community mem-
bers spoke out, and 
the airline later said 
that speaking French 
would be an import-
ant skill in choosing 
the next leader. The 
former executive apol-
ogized and said he 
never meant to take 
attention away from 
the families who were 
grieving. Imagine you 
are helping a company 
write a message after 
a sad event. Write a 
short response of 5 to 
7 sentences explaining 
what a respectful pub-
lic message should in-
clude. In your answer, 
describe why it is im-
portant to think about 
the different languages 
people speak, how a 
leader can show care 
for families and com-
munities, and why 
words matter even 
more during a tragedy.

2. JUDGE SIDES 
WITH N.P.R. AND 

P.B.S.

A judge stopped 
the government from 
carrying out an order 
that would have cut 
off funding to Nation-
al Public Radio (NPR) 
and Public Broad-
casting Service (PBS). 
The judge said the 
order broke the First 
Amendment, which 
protects freedom of 
speech and freedom 
of the press. NPR and 
PBS are known for 
news, educational 
programs, documen-
taries, and children’s 
shows. Leaders at both 
organizations said the 
ruling protects inde-
pendent journalism, 
while the White House 
argued that public 
media should not re-
ceive taxpayer money. 
The case has become 
an important debate 
about whether the gov-
ernment can punish 
news groups because 
of viewpoints it does 
not like. Have you ever 
watched a PBS show, 
like Sesame Street, 
Clifford the Big Red 
Dog, or Arthur? Can 
you think of anything 
you learned from one 
of those shows? Write 

4 to 6 sentences about 
your experience and 
why you think it would 
be important for peo-
ple to have free access 
to educational shows 
like these when they’re 
growing up.

3. ARTEMIS II 
ASTRONAUTS HEAD 

FOR THE MOON

Four astronauts 
have now blasted off 
from Earth for Artemis 
II, the first mission in 
more than 50 years 
that will send people 
around the moon. Be-
fore launch, the crew 
members said they 
hope the journey will 
remind people that 
space exploration can 
inspire wonder and 
bring people togeth-
er. Each astronaut 
has worked for years 
to reach this moment, 
and each brings a 
different story, back-
ground, and set of 

skills to the team. The 
mission is also histor-
ic because it includes 
the first woman, the 
first Black astronaut, 
and the first Canadian 
to travel that far into 
space. Even though 
not everyone agrees 
about spending mon-
ey on moon missions, 
the astronauts believe 
the trip can help peo-
ple look up, dream big, 
and feel connected to 
something larger than 
everyday problems. 
Pretend your class has 
been asked to make a 
welcome card for the 
Artemis II crew. On 
the front, draw or de-
scribe one image that 
represents the mis-
sion. Inside the card, 
write 3 to 4 sentences 
telling the astronauts 
what makes their trip 
important, what you 
hope they discover, 
and why this mission 
might inspire people 
back on Earth.

4. ANCIENT FOSSIL 
HELPS SCIENTISTS 

STUDY SPIDER 
RELATIVES

Scientists studied a 
fossil found long ago in 
Utah and now think it 
may help explain the 
early history of animals 
related to spiders and 
scorpions. The fossil 
came from a sea crea-
ture that lived more 
than 500 million years 
ago and had large pin-
cer-like parts near the 
front of its body. Those 
pincers are important 
because they look like 
features found in che-
licerates, the animal 
group that includes 
spiders, scorpions, 
mites, and horseshoe 
crabs. Researchers be-
lieve this fossil shows 
that these creatures 
may have appeared 
earlier than scientists 
once thought. The dis-
covery also shows how 
a specimen sitting in 
a museum for many 
years can still lead 

to exciting new ideas 
when someone takes a 
closer look. Draw your 
own science museum 
label for this fossil. In-
clude a small sketch 
of what the animal 
may have looked like 
and add at least three 
labels pointing to im-
portant body parts or 
features. Under your 
drawing, write 2 to 3 
sentences explaining 
why the pincers helped 
scientists learn some-
thing new about the 
past.

5. HERSHEY TO 
BRING BACK CLAS-

SIC REESE’S RECIPE

Hershey says it will 
return all Reese’s can-
dies to their classic 
recipe after complaints 
about some products 
using less chocolate. 
For years, Reese’s Pea-
nut Butter Cups were 
made with milk choc-
olate or dark choco-
late and peanut but-
ter, but some newer 
items used a coating 

with less chocolate in 
it. The company faced 
criticism after a fam-
ily member of Reese’s 
founder publicly ques-
tioned why a famous 
candy brand would 
change ingredients 
that people trusted. 
Hershey said it lis-
tened to concerns and 
plans to bring back 
the classic recipes 
next year. The com-
pany also said it will 
make other changes to 
improve its candy and 
spend more money on 
research and develop-
ment. Make a “cus-
tomer reaction me-
ter” for this story with 
three sections such as 
happy, disappointed, 
and unsure. In each 
section, write one sen-
tence explaining why 
a customer might feel 
that way about the 
recipe change. Then 
add 2 to 3 sentenc-
es giving Hershey one 
piece of advice for how 
to keep people’s trust 
when changing a pop-
ular product.
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QUALITY LAWN
& TRACTOR LLC

RES. & COMMERCIAL
* MOWING *  TRIMMING

* EDGING
* HEDGE TRIMMING

For all your
lawn service needs

850-363-6341   Lic&Ins

BIG BEND TOWING, INC
*TOWING  *ROADSIDE ASST.
*JUMP START
*TIRE CHANGE
*LOCK OUT
*FUEL

CALL BILLY HAYNIE
850-631-2361

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562 

www.allcornleather.com
John Allcorn Leather
Bags, Belts, Holsters

Some work on Shoes and tack
Also – Custom Products

SERVICES

Susan 
Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
SchatzmanSusan@gmail.com

734 Shadeville Road
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

®

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

TREE TRIMMING 
and REMOVAL

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY SERVICES

• Storm Damage 
• Tree Preservation 
Michael Mongeon

ISA Certified  Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment 

Qualified 850-421-8104

Tree trimming

Carol Ann 
Williams

Email or Text Me 
CarolAnn@LarsonPark.com

LarsonPark.com Broker Associate,-
Realtor  

850-566-9293 • Local In-Person Service

arson Park Realty
Commercial & Residential

Listing Properties for 
Sale or Manage!

Member of Chamber of 
Commerce and the 

Better Business Bureau

• Quality Residential and Commercial 
Repainting

• Pressure Washing

• Lift Available In House

• Wood Rot Repairs

• Deck Restoration

• Cabinet Painting

Locally Owned 
& Operated 

Serving Wakulla & 

Surrounding Counties

Since 1993
Member of Chamber of 

Better Business Bureaulicensed & insured
Jim Porter  &  Todd Porter

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

FOR QUALITY 
AND SERVICE 

THAT WILL
FLOOR 

YOU
Call Today for your 
FREE Estimate

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
LHFQuality 

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
850745-8723

Hardwood Engineered
Floating Flooring
Glue Downs
Nail Downs

Laminate 
& Vinyl

Installation Services:

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

NOTICE of action

NOTICE of action

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

SOUTHERN ACRES HOLDINGS LLC,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
BERNADETTE M. ARNOLD AND SHARON MCCLENDON,
DEFENDANTS. 

March 19, 26, April 2, 9, 2026

Case No.: 25000174CAAXMX

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard
As Deputy Clerk

NOTICE OF ACTION
To: BERNADETTE M. ARNOLD, and all others claiming by, through and 

under BERNADETTE M. ARNOLD and SHARON MCCLENDON, and 
all others claiming by, through and under SHARON MCCLENDON

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to quiet the title on the following real 
property in Wakulla County, Florida:

Commence at a point marking the Southeast corner of the North-
east Quarter of Lot 59 of the Hartsfield survey of Lands in Wakulla 
County, Florida, also being the Southwest corner of the Northwest 
Quarter of Lot 54 of the Hartsfield survey of Lands in Wakulla Coun-
ty, Florida, thence run North 16 degrees 59 minutes 01 seconds 
West 347.28 feet to an iron pipe lying on the East boundary of said 
Lot 59 (as monumented), said point marking the POINT OF BEGIN-
NING. From said POINT OF BEGINNING run North 17 degrees 10 
minutes 19 seconds West along said East boundary (as monument-
ed) 1,068.51 feet to an iron pipe, lying on the Southerly right of way 
boundary of Shadeville Road/ State Road No. 61; thence leaving 
said East boundary run South 69 degrees 59 minutes 46 seconds 
West along said Southerly right of way boundary 431.30 feet to an 
iron pipe; thence leaving said Southerly right of way boundary run 
South 04 degrees 13 minutes 33 seconds West 1,125.98 feet to an 
iron pipe; thence run North 72 degrees 44 minutes 56 seconds East 
841.58 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING. 
The above said parcel being those same lands as described in Offi-
cial Records Book 162, Page 760 of the Public Records of Wakulla 
County, Florida.
a/k/a Shadeville Rd, Crawfordville, FL 32327/Parcel ID: 00-00-059-
000-10044-000

has been filed against you and you are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to it on J.D. Manzo, of Manzo & Associates, P.A., 
Plaintiff’s attorney, whose address is 4767 New Broad Street, Orlando, FL 
32814, telephone number (407) 514-2692, on or before April 18, 2026, and 
file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service on Plaintiff’s 
attorney or immediately thereafter; otherwise a default will be entered against 
you for the relief demanded in the Complaint or petition. 

DATED this 9th day of March, 2026.

0326-0416 TWS NOA
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIR-

CUIT JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR WAKULLA, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2025DR327
Chrystal Marie rodriGuez,  
 Petitioner,

     and

Jose erMilson rodriGuez,
 resPondent.

NOTICE OF ACTION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE

(NO CHILD OR FINANCIAL SUPPORT)

TO: JOSE ERMILSON RODRIGUEz, 1585 Marburg Way apt. B-09 
san Jose, Ca 95133.

you are notiFied that an action for dissolution of marriage has 
been filed against you and that you are required to serve a copy of 
your written defenses, if any, to it on CHRySTAL MARIE RODRIGUEz 
whose address is 4300 18th Street West Apt. J205 Bradenton, FL 
34205 on or before 4/16/2026 and file the original with the clerk of this 
Court at 3056 CraWFordVille hWy CraWFordVille, Fl 32327 
before service on Petitioner or immediately thereafter. If you fail to do 
so, a default may be entered against you for the relief demanded 
in the petition.

Copies of all court documents in this case, including orders, are 
available at the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office. you may review 
these documents upon request.

you must keep the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office notified of 
your current address. (you may file Designation of Current Mail-
ing and E-Mail Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family 
Law Form 12.915.) Future papers in this lawsuit will be mailed or 
e-mailed to the address(es) on record at the clerk’s office.

WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure, 
requires certain automatic disclosure of documents and informa-
tion. Failure to comply can result in sanctions, including dismissal 
or striking of pleadings.

Witness my hand and the seal of this Court this March 18, 2026.

{{County Court Seal}} Greg James
as Clerk of the Circuit Court

By: /s/ Cathi Copeland 
as deputy Clerk

Published March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 2026

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

4 0   A C R E S
F O R  S A L E
D. E. BILLINGSLEY

L i c .  R e a L  e s tat e  B R o k e R    

850-510-3309
www.debi l l ings ley.com

Sean W. Gellis, Esq
Founder & Managing Member

561-371-2848 

Local Wakulla Attorney ~ Resident & Neighbor ~

2931 Crawfordville Hwy.  
Next to DQ

Sean@gellislaw.com
www.GellisLaw.com

Lawn Service

towing Service

Your LocaL Water 
Diversion speciaList

www.newvisiongutters.com
448   220   2311

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
ETHEL L ETHRIDGE A/KIA ETHEL ETHRIDGE
A/KIA ETHEL LONG, ET AL.,
DEFENDANT(s). 

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: ELIZABETH MIXSON, 106 COCHISE ST, CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 
32327 UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF ELIZABETH MIXSON, 106 COCHISE ST, 
CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327

April 2, 9, 2026

Case No.: 25000158CAAXMX

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

LAST KNOWN ADDRESS STATED, CURRENT RESIDENCE UNKNOWN 
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose Mortgage cov-
ering the following real and personal property described as follows, to-wit:

LOT 25, BLOCK 59 OF WAKULLA GARDENS UNIT 4, ACCORDING 
TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE(S) 
46, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.

has been filed against you and you are required to file a copy of your written 
defenses, if any, to it on Sara Collins, Esq, McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, 
LLP, 225 East Robinson Street, Suite 155, Orlando, FL 32801 and file the 
original with the Clerk of the above- styled Court on or before May 6, 2026 
or 30 days from the first publication, otherwise a Judgment may be entered 
against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint.
WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Wakulla County, Florida 23rd 
day of March, 2026.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

PLANET HOME LENDING LLC,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
MIRTHA NATALIA BRENNAN, ET AL.,
DEFENDANT(s). 

NOTICE OF ACTION
To: CHARLES IAN BRENNAN
161 JUNIPER DRIVE, CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF CHARLES IAN BRENNAN
161 JUNIPER DRIVE, CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327

April 2, 9, 2026

Case No.: 65-2025-CA-000133

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

LAST KNOWN ADDRESS STATED, CURRENT RESIDENCE UNKNOWN
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose Mortgage cov-
ering the following real and personal property described as follows, to-wit:
LOT 35, THE HAMMOCKS - PHASE I, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THERE-
OF, RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 4, PAGE 44, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
has been filed against you and you are required to file a copy of your written 
defenses, if any, to it on Sara Collins, Esq, McCalla Raymer Leibe1t Pierce, 
LLP, 225 East Robinson Street, Suite 155, Orlando, FL 32801 and file the 
original with the Clerk of the above- styled Court on or before May 6, 2026 
or 30 days from the first publication, othe1wise a Judgment may be entered 
against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint.
WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Wakulla County, Florida 27th 
day of March, 2026. 

Lori L. Lewis
Chief Executive Offi cer

sendmethebillLLC@gmail.com
Cell 717-413-6761
Fax 717-256-7199
www.SendMeTheBill.net

1037 Gulf Shore Blvd.
Alligator Point, FL 32346

View the Sun Monthly e-edition on mobile 
or PC using this QR code.

“The little paper”
onthlyeighbor
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Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you square off, 
so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in 
the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Crossword_ _______________
CLUES ACROSS 
 1. One who manufac-
tures
 6. Science degree
 9. Database manage-
ment system
13. Desert
14. Inventor Musk
15. Welsh valley
16. Round Dutch 
cheese
17. Saying
18. Comedian and TV 
host
19. Uppermost portions 
of the brain
21. City in Transylvania
22. Where astronauts 
go
23. Men’s hairstyle
24. Indicates position
25. One point east of 
due south
28. Businessmen may 
have one
29. Grass part
31. Running back 
Gurley
33. Unwavering
36. Options
38. Annoy
39. Greek mountain
41. Pastas
44. Fishes
45. Wrap
46. Potentially a crimi-
nal (slang)
48. Seize
49. The Constitution 
State
51. Upset
52. 1991 men’s Wim-
bledon champ
54. Central Chinese 
province
56. Predisposition
60. A notice of some-
one’s death
61. One-time Kentucky 
Rep.
62. Swiss river
63. Dried-up
64. Finger millet
65. __ Allan Poe
66. German river
67. Brew
68. Kenyan river

CLUES DOWN
 1. Millisecond
 2. Acts as military 
assistant
 3. Knot in a tree

 4. Husband-and-wife 
industrial designers
 5. The Ocean State
 6. Point the finger at
 7. Parts in a machine
 8. Midway between 
northeast and east
 9. Portray precisely
10. Blister
11. Mental illness
12. Nose of an animal
14. What students 
receive
17. Semitic peoples
20. Beats per minute
21. Family of drugs
23. Atrocious
25. Type of microscope 
(abbr.)
26. __ or bust

27. Icelandic poems
29. A citizen of Pakistan
30. Very pale
32. Metric linear unit
34. Sea eagle
35. Biblical judge of 
Israel
37. Isaac’s mother (Bib.)
40. Sino-Soviet block 
(abbr.)
42. Cool!
43. Large hotel room
47. Type of boat (abbr.)
49. Picked
50. Type of hookah
52. Attack
53. Directs
55. Belgian WWII resis-
tance fighter
56. Finished negotiation

57. Heroic tale
58. Middle Eastern 

country
59. Protein-rich liquids

61. Malaysian Isthmus
65. Spielberg’s alien

Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

50 Years 
Experience

Since 1975

850-443-5901

By Appointment 
Only

NOTICE to creditors

NOTICE to creditors NOTICE to creditors

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
PHIL ALLEN PATTERSON,
DECEASED
DIVISION: PROBATE

CASE NO: 2026-CP-42
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of Phil Allen Patterson, deceased, File 2026-
CP-42 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, 
FL 32327.  The name and address of the personal representative and the 
personal representative’s attorney is set forth below.
 All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s Estate including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
 All other creditors of the Decedent and persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s Estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
 ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
SECTION 733.702 FLORIDA STATUTES, WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
 The date of the first publication of this Notice is April 2, 2026.
Attorney for Personal Representative:
Frances Casey Lowe, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 521450
Frances Casey Lowe, P.A.
68-A Feli Way
Crawfordville, Florida 32327
(850) 926-8245 

Personal Representatives:
Allen O’Neil Patterson
421 J.K. Moore Rd.
Crawfordville, FL 32327

April 2, 9, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
SCARLETT C. PATTERSON,
DECEASED
DIVISION: PROBATE

CASE NO: 2026-CP-43
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of Scarlett C. Patterson, deceased, File 2026-
CP-43 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, 
FL 32327.  The name and address of the personal representative and the 
personal representative’s attorney is set forth below.
 All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s Estate including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
 All other creditors of the Decedent and persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s Estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
 ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
SECTION 733.702 FLORIDA STATUTES, WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
 The date of the first publication of this Notice is April 2, 2026.
Attorney for Personal Representative:
Frances Casey Lowe, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 521450
Frances Casey Lowe, P.A.
68-A Feli Way
Crawfordville, Florida 32327
(850) 926-8245 

Personal Representatives:
Allen O’Neil Patterson
421 J.K. Moore Rd.
Crawfordville, FL 32327

April 2, 9, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC F/K/A
QUICKEN LOANS, LLC F/K/A QUICKEN LOANS INC.,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
JOHN SMITH; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF JOHN SMITH; THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA ON BEHALF OF ITS AGENCY, THE SECRETARY 
OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT; ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES 
CLAIMING INTERESTS BY, THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST A NAMED 
DEFENDANT TO THIS ACTION, OR HAVING OR CLAIMING TO HAVE ANY 
RIGHT, TITLE OR INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY HEREIN DESCRIBED; 
UNKNOWN TENANT #1; UNKNOWN TENANT #2,,
DEFENDANT(s). 

April 2, 9, 2026

Case No.: 26000017CAAXMX

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

NOTICE OF ACTION
To the following Defendant(s):
JOHN SMITH
(LAST KNOWN ADDRESS)
100 MERWYN DR CRAWFORDVILLE FL 32327
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF JOHN SMITH
(RESIDENCE UNKNOWN)
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for Foreclosure of Mortgage on the fol-
lowing described property:

LOT 49, BLOCK “4” OF LAKE ELLEN ESTATES, UNIT ONE, A SUB-
DIVISION AS PER MAP OR PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 1, PAGE 44 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUN-
TY, FLORIDA.
a/k/a 15 MONTGOMERY DR CRAWFORDVILLE Florida 32327

has been filed against you and you are required to serve a copy of your writ-
ten defenses, if any, upon Kelley Kronenberg, Attorney for Plaintiff, whose ad-
dress is 10360 West State Road 84, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33324 on or before 
May 6, 2026 a date which is within thirty (30) days after the first publication of 
this Notice in Wakulla News and file the original with the Clerk of this Court ei-
ther before service on Plaintiffs attorney or immediately thereafter; otherwise 
a default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint.
This notice is provided pursuant to Administrative Order No. 2.065.
WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Wakulla County, Florida 23rd 
day of March, 2026. 
If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to 
participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provi-
sion of certain assistance. Please contact: ADA Coordinator, 301 South Monroe 
Street, Tallahassee, FL 32301, 850.606.4400, at least 7 days before your sched-
uled court appearance, or immediately upon receiving this notification if the 
time before the scheduled appearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or 
voice impaired, call 711.

NOTICE of action
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 

IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

MORTGAGE RESEARCH CENTER, LLC
D/B/A VETERANS UNITED HOME LOANS, A
MISSOURI LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
ROBERT A. NORTON, ET AL.,
DEFENDANT(s). 

April 9, 16, 2026

Case No.: 25000145CAAXMX

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Ethan Brown 
As Deputy Clerk

NOTICE OF ACTION
To: ROBERT A. NORTON
27 ZION HILL RD, CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF ROBERT A. NORTON
27 ZION HILL RD, CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS STATED, CURRENT RESIDENCE UNKNOWN
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose Mortgage cov-
ering the following real and personal property described as follows, to-wit:

LOT 39, EDGEWOOD, A SUBDIVISION AS PER MAP OR PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 83, OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
LESS AND EXCEPT A RIGHT OF WAY TAKING, PER FLORIDA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION DEED DESCRIPTION AND 
RIGHT OF WAY MAP DATED 2/18/2016
(FINANCIAL PROJECT NUMBER 2204975):
EXCEPT HERE FROM: A PORTION OF LOT 39, EDGEWOOD, AS 
PER PLAT RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 83 OF THE PUB-
LIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA, BEING IN SEC-
TION 6, TOWNSHIP 3 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, WAKULLA COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: COMMENCE AT A 4 INCH BY 
4 INCH CONCRETE MONUMENT (NO ID) MARKING THE SOUTH-
WEST CORNER OF THE SOUTHEAST 114 OF SAID SECTION 6; 
THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 52 MINUTES 03 SECONDS EAST 
2,641.91 FEET ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID SECTION 6 TO 
THE CENTERLINE OF SURVEY OF STATE ROAD 369 (US 319), 
AS SHOWN ON FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
(F.D.O.T.) RIGHT OF WAY MAP F.P. NO. 2204957 (SAID MAP BE-
ING ON FILE AT F.D.O.T. DISTRICT 3 OFFICE, CHIPLEY, FLORIDA); 
THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 28 MINUTES 05 SECONDS EAST 
1,716.83 FEET ALONG SAID CENTERLINE OF SURVEY; THENCE 
DEPARTING SAID CENTERLINE OF SURVEY RUN NORTH 89 DE-
GREES 39 MINUTES 28 SECONDS WEST 50.00 FEET TO AN IN-
TERSECTION OF THE EXISTING WESTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE 
OF STATE ROAD 369, AS SHOWN ON SAID RIGHT OF WAY MAP, 
WITH THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY AS 
DESCRIBED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 140, PAGE 505, SAID 
PUBLIC RECORDS, AND POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE SOUTH 
00 DEGREES 28 MINUTES 05 SECONDS WEST 150.12 FEET ALONG 
SAID EXISTING WESTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE TO THE NORTH-
ERLY LINE OF LOT 38, SAID EDGEWOOD; THENCE SOUTH 89 DE-
GREES 51 MINUTES 41 SECONDS WEST 118.30 FEET ALONG SAID 
NORTHERLY LOT LINE TO A POINT ON A NON-TANGENT CURVE 
TO THE RIGHT (CONCAVE EASTERLY); THENCE DEPARTING SAID 
NORTHERLY LOT LINE, FROM A TANGENT BEARING OF NORTH 
00 DEGREES 09 MINUTES 36 SECONDS WEST, RUN NORTHERLY 
ALONG SAID CURVE, HAVING A RADIUS 11,814.00 FEET, FOR AN 
ARC DISTANCE OF 129.53 FEET, THROUGH A CENTRAL ANGLE 
OF 00 DEGREES 37 MINUTES 41 SECONDS TO END OF CURVE; 
THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 28 MINUTES OS SECONDS EAST 
21.59 FEET TO SAID SOUTHERLY PROPERTY LINE DESCRIBED IN 
OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 140, PAGE 505; THENCE SOUTH 89 DE-
GREES 39 MINUTES 28 SECONDS EAST 119.00 FEET ALONG SAID 
SOUTHERLY PROPERTY LINE TO POINT OF BEGINNING.
PARCEL NUMBER: 06-3S-0 1 W -243-04301-039

has been filed against you and you are required to file a copy of your written 
defenses, if any, to it on Sara Collins, Esq, McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, 
LLP, 225 East Robinson Street, Suite 155, Orlando, FL 32801 and file the 
original with the Clerk of the above- styled Court on or before May 13, 2026 
or 30 days from the first publication, otherwise a Judgment may be entered 
against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint.
This notice is provided pursuant to Administrative Order No. 2.065.
WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Wakulla County, Florida 30th 
day of March, 2026. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC S/B/M 
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
DEBRA A. NEW. ET. AL.,
DEFENDANT(s). 

April 9, 16, 2026

Case No.: 26000027CAAXMX

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk 

NOTICE OF ACTION - CONSTRUCTIVE SERVICE
TO:  THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, GRANT-
EES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL OTH-
ERS WHO MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF RUSSELL A. 
SMITH, DECEASED,
whose residence is unknown if he/she/they be living; and if he/she/they 
be dead, the unknown defendants who may be spouses, heirs, devisees, 
grantees, assignees, lienors, creditors, trustees, and all parties claiming an 
interest by, through, under or against the Defendants, who are not known to 
be dead or alive, and all parties having or claiming to have any right, title or 
interest in the property described in the mortgage being foreclosed herein.
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose a mortgage on 
the following property:

TRACT NO. 15, OF AN UNRECORDED PLAT OF SHADY ACRES: 
COMMENCING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SECTION 
24, TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, (MARKED BY A CON-
CRETE MONUMENT BURIED IN COUNTY ROAD); THENCE 
RUN NORTH 00 DEGREES 21 MINUTES 24 SECONDS EAST 
ALONG THE EAST BOUNDARY OF SECTION 24, 1,321.4 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 26 MINUTES WEST 1,688.65 
FEET TO AN IRON PIPE, WHICH IS THE POINT OF BEGINNING. 
FROM THE POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTINUE TO RUN NORTH 
89 DEGREES 26 MINUTES WEST 230 FEET TO AN IRON 
PIPE, THENCE RUN SOUTH 01 DEGREES 08 MINUTES 55 SEC-
ONDS EAST 186.09 FEET TO THE NORTH RIGHT OF WAY OF A 
COUNTY ROAD, THENCE RUN SOUTH 88 DEGREES 05 MIN-
UTES 30 SECONDS EAST ALONG THE NORTH BOUNDARY OF 
SAID COUNTY ROAD, 230.0 FEET TO AN IRON PIPE, THENCE 
RUN NORTH 1 DEGREES 04 MINUTES 50 SECONDS WEST 
191.47 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. BEING SITUATE 
IN THE SOUTH 1/2 OF THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTION 24, 
TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, AND BEING OTHERWISE 
DESCRIBED AS TRACT NO. 15 OF AN UNRECORDED PLAT 
OF SHADY ACRES. TOGETHER WITH THAT CERTAIN MOBILE 
HOME LOCATED THEREON, DESCRIBED AS A 2002 PIONEER 
WITH VIN NUMBERS PH1124GA19527A AND PH1124GA19527B.

has been filed against you and you are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to it on counsel for Plaintiff, whose address is 6409 
Congress Ave., Suite 100, Boca Raton, Florida 33487 on or before /(30 days 
from Date of First Publication of this Notice) and file the original with the clerk 
of this court either before service on Plaintiff’s attorney or immediately there-
after; otherwise a default will be entered against you for the relief demanded 
in the complaint or petition filed herein.
WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Wakulla County, Florida 1st day 
of April, 2026. 

ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ, 
AND SCHNEID, PL
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF
6409 Congress Ave., Suite 100
Boca Raton, FL 33487
PRIMARY EMAIL: flmail@raslg.com
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At Trademark Homes… 
you have friends with LOW PRICES
1700 S. Jefferson St., Monticello, FL
(850) 459-4864 • call or text anytime

New / Used • Land • Home

Trademark Homes
Center

Trademark Homes
Center

Top dollar paid for your Trade-in, 
regardless of age or condition. 

In-house, on the-spot financing, 
No Minimum Credit Score Required 
and ZERO down for qualified buyers.
All credit situations considered.

2026 Model Homes Arriving Weekly!

-OPEN HOUSE DAILY-

Spring Savings  
  are in Full Bloom 

Offer subject to change without notice. 1. $25,000 minimum deposit. APY assumes interest remains on deposit until maturity. Annual Percentage 
Yield (APY) effective 4/01/2026. Penalty for early certificate withdrawal, which may reduce earnings. Ask any CAMPUS representative for more 
information about applicable fees and terms. Deposits are federally insured up to $250,000 by the National Credit Union Administration, a  
U.S. Government Agency. 2. Credit approval and initial $5 deposit required.

Membership is open to anyone in Wakulla county.2

Open your CD today!
    Call 850-894-9098 and press 5 
 � Visit us online at campuscu.com/cd-special

 Visit us at 2329 Crawfordville Hwy.    

Bring your new deposit from another financial 
institution for this great rate.

$25,000 MINIMUM
4.00APY¹

%
CD SPECIAL

9-MONTH TERM 

Senior Photos, Awards 
and more. 

Call (850) 962-8019
Advertising Deadline: May 13, 

Publication Date: May 21



Page 14 – THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, April 9, 2026	 www.thewakullasun.com

Home Improvement/Service 

PROTECT YOUR HOME from 
pests safely and affordably. 
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, 
Termite, Spiders and other 
pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or 
inspection today 1-833-542-
1732 Have zip code of prop-
erty ready when calling! 

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments 
for 18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 1-833-754-
2465

Miscellaneous 

Donate your vehicle to help 
find missing children and 
prevent abduction. Fast free 
pickup, running or not, 24 hr 
response. No emission test 
required, maximum tax de-
duction. Support Find the 
Children, call: 1-833-546-
7050. 

Medical 

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERA-
PY USERS! Discover Oxygen 
Therapy That Moves with You 
with Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE infor-
mation kit. Call 1-833-661-
3729 

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! A cheaper alternative 
to high drugstore prices! 50 
Pill Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-877-349-1243 

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! Re-
duce premiums and out-of-
pocket costs while getting 
the coverage you need! Call 
now for a competitive free 
quote. 1-877-351-3442. 
Plus... Income based govern-
ment subsidies are available 
for those that qualify! 

Wanted to Buy 

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-0211 

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! 
Looking for 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
These brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-833-641-6789 

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy process: 
Call, get cash offer and get 
paid. Call today for your fair 
cash offer: 1-321-603-3026

Table 50 – dubbed the Fun Table.

Chuck and Susan Turner.

What everyone came for ... all the great food prepared by 
Posey’s.

Thomas Owen visits with long time friends, Bonnie Holub and Tim Jordan.

Chamber’s annual Low Country Boil draws a crowd

Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints

Al Pasini checks in with Megan Smith and Linda Oaks as title sponsor 
Niraj Patel of Barns Spirits looks on.

Trusted by Wakua County for 
over 20 Years!

ESTATE 
PROBATE
FAMILY LAW
REAL ESTATE 
MEDIATION

LoweLegalAndTitle.com     (850) 926-8245

Please Help, We miss him very much!

Had Green light up collar on.

The Wakulla Sun
Eric 850-962-8019

STATE WIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Heather Benton, Sara Clark, Megan Smith and Heather Bryan. Behind them is the giant 
flag brought in by Forgotten Coast Crane to welcome everyone upon arrival.

PHOTOS BY 
LYNDA KINSEY
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