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Circuit Judge Jeremiah Hawkes 
takes matter under advisement; sets 

trial for August

Locally Owned 

A couple of Republican candidates for Congress, Keith Gross 
and Evan Power, above with County Commissioner Fred Nich-
ols, visited Wakulla last week for meet & greet at Tropical Trad-
er, sharing their views. Local candidates, right, Cale Langston 
for school board, Carrie Hughes and Fred Nichols for seats on 

the county commission, joined by Fred’s wife, school board 
member Angie Nichols. (Photos by William Snowden)

Youth coalition brunch
The organization honors community volunteers on Saturday

Scattered 
Thunderstorms

Friday

Scattered 
Thunderstorms

Partly Cloudy

County commission candidate Carrie Hughes

Volunteers recognized included Robert and Kenning Manning, Tammie Nason, Linda 
Oaks, Caden Gruebel, and Riley Schaefer. Not pictured: Hiroshi Yoshioka.

Mike Kemp

Carrie Hughes is candidate for county commission, district 4 
CANDIDATE ANNOUNCEMENT

By CARRIE HUGHES
Special to The Sun

Carrie Hughes has 
announced her candi-
dacy for Wakulla Coun-
ty Commission, District 
4, focusing on responsi-
ble growth, transparen-
cy, and protecting the 
county’s character.
 Hughes was raised 

in Tallahassee and has 
lived in Wakulla County 
for the past 20 years. 
Her husband, Lex, and 
his family have called 
Wakulla home for near-
ly 40 years. Not long 
after Hughes relocat-
ed, her sister joined 
her and raised children 
here who have since 
graduated from Wakul-
la High School, further 
strengthening the fam-
ily’s deep roots and 
lasting commitment to 
the community. 
She  a l s o  s e r v e s 

as a board member 

o f  Wakul la  Animal 
Group, Inc. (WAG), a 
local nonprofit dedicat-

ed to improving animal 
welfare and support-
ing pet owners in the 

community. Through 
her work with WAG, 
she has helped sup-
port initiatives such 
as free vaccine clinics, 
low-cost microchipping, 
and community out-
reach efforts aimed at 
keeping animals safe 
and with their own-
ers. Her involvement 
reflects a continued 
commitment to serving 
Wakulla County and 
addressing community 
needs through prac-
tical, grassroots solu-
tions.
 A longtime resident 

with 30 years of public 
service experience, in-

cluding work with the 
State of Florida and the 
City of Tallahassee’s 
Growth Management 
Department, Hughes 
says Wakulla County is 
at a critical point.
 “Wakulla County is 

growing, and growth 
brings both opportu-
nity and responsibili-
ty,” Hughes said. “We 
need to make sure de-
cisions are thoughtful, 
they aren’t changing 
the county faster than 
our infrastructure and 
community can handle, 
and that we give the 
people who live here 
a voice in what comes 
next.”
 Hughes’ campaign 

priorities include:
•  R e s p o n s i b l e , 

planned growth that 
aligns with infrastruc-
ture and community 
input

• Balanced property 
rights that respect both 

individual landowners 
and the neighboring 
community

• Transparency and 
communication so res-
idents understand and 
trust the process

• Preserving Wakul-
la’s character and natu-
ral resources for future 
generations
 “This campaign is 

about listening, asking 
questions, and making 
sure we get it right,” 
Hughes added. “Be-
cause the decisions we 
make today will shape 
Wakulla for years to 
come.”
Hughes encourag-

es residents to stay 
engaged and choose 
leadership that reflects 
their vision for the fu-
ture of the county.
For more information, 

visit hughes4wakulla.
com. 

By LINDA ANN McDONALD
Correspondent

Wakulla County Co-
alition for Youth part-
nered with FSU Health 
Community Engagement 
in hosting a Champions 
for Change Brunch by 
hosting an extraordinary 
brunch and recognition 
awards ceremony for 
their volunteer efforts in 
Wakulla County.
The individuals and 

organizations were hon-
ored for their time, ded-
ication and passion for 
serving youth and our 
community. The event 
is a way to say thank 
you to those who make 
a difference every day in 
the Wakulla community.
The first time Champi-

ons for Change Brunch 
was held at the Wakulla 
Community Center on 
Saturday, May 2.

Caden Gruebel was 
awarded the Youth Vol-
unteer of the Year. “It 
feels good to earn this 

award and I am really 
shocked I won because 
of all the tough compe-
tition. I am graduating 

this year, but I am not 
going to stop volunteer-
ing and being active in 

Kemp’s motion to 
dismiss heard by 

judge

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN/Editor

Former County Commissioner Mike Kemp was 
in court on Monday with his attorney arguing for 
dismissal of two felony charges of using a public 
record to harass and tampering with a witness.
The mot ion was 

hea rd  by  C i r cu i t 
Court Judge Jeremiah 
Hawkes, who did not 
immediately rule, but 
gave Kemp’s attorney, 
Stephen Webster, and 
Wakulla Chief Prose-
cutor Andrew Deneen 
another day to file any 
last minute responses 
to matters.
Judge Hawkes set the case for trial during the 

week of Aug. 17.
Judge Hawkes is the third judge to preside over 

Kemp’s case, two other judges having recused 
themselves: Wakulla Circuit Judge Layne Smith 
came off the case after making some intemperate 
remarks to attorney Webster in an unrelated case; 
then Circuit Judge Ron Flury had the case but 
recused himself last month without explanation.
On Monday, Judge Hawkes jumped into the 

case to start the hearing, asking Deneen to 
explain the basis of the charges against Kemp, 
especially the charge of using a public record to 
harass. 
Deneen contended that Kemp obtained the 

voter ID of the victim in the case, who he believed 
was behind the anonymous Facebook account 
of  “Thunder Lightening” (sic), who trolled Kemp 
and Wakulla Citizens Page administrator Becky 
Whaley. Kemp provided the ID to Whaley, who 
posted it on her page.
The action was done, Deneen said, with the 

intent to harass the victim, who he and Whaley 
believed was behind the account. In fact, it was 
not the person behind the account.
There was debate about whether posting the 

information – which included name, address, 
birthdate, party affiliation, etc. – made it a crime, 
to which Deneen responded it was posting the 
information with the intent to harass the person 
Kemp and Whaley believed was Thunder Light-
ening.
Webster, representing Kemp, contended that 

this was protected political speech – basically re-
sponding to an online troll who had been sharply 
critical of Kemp. 
Judge Hawkes noted that one of the legal cases 

cited in the motion to dismiss dealt with a citizen 

REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES GATHER

The Wakulla Sun 
offers candidates 
the opportunity 

to announce their 
candidacy, and tell 

voters the issues that 
are important to them.

Delinquent 
taxes are in 
this issue

GOP meet & greet
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FOLLOW THE SUN.

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned and Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304

CELEBRATING  
 37 YEARS!

Re-Sell
Store

850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

FU
L

LE
R

 C

ENTER FOR H
O

U
SIN

G

W a k u l l a

formerly 
Habitat for Humanity

Monday-Friday 8-6:30
Saturday 8-5

850-926-4677
Our current store address is 
28 McCallister Road
www.mikesfeedstore.com

MIKE’S
 FEED STORE

Congratulations on Your Success! 
The Mike’s Feed Store family is 
proud of  you & knows that you 
will do great things!
Proud Sponsor of  Student of  the Week…

God 
Bless America

  
 

Gunner Allen – 8th grader at Wakulla Middle School
Student of the Week

Principal: Amy Bryan
Achievements/Reason for Nomination: Gunner Allen has been selected 
as Wakulla Middle School’s Student of the Week for his outstanding dedi-
cation, versatility, and positive presence both in and out of the classroom.  
A talented athlete, Gunner competes on the school’s track and � eld team, 
where he excels in the 800-meter run, 100-meter dash, and long jump. 
He also demonstrated endurance and commitment during cross-country 
season, competing in 2K races.  Beyond athletics, Gunner plays an inte-
gral role on the school’s Broadcast Crew, where he consistently performs 
a wide range of responsibilities—including anchor, cameraman, data 
board operator, and computer technician—with ease and excellence.  In 
the classroom, Gunner is a hardworking student who takes pride in doing 
his best each day. He is well-liked by both his teachers and classmates, 
and his great personality makes him a positive in� uence on those around 
him.  Gunner’s ability to balance academics,athletics, and extracurricular 
responsibilities speaks to his strong work ethic and character. Gunner’s 
well-rounded involvement, leadership, and dedication make him a valued 
member of the Wildcat community and a deserving recipient of Student of 
the Week.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK FEATURES A DIFFERENT SCHOOL EACH WEEK. 

Florida Wild 
Mammal 
Association

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327 

FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper 
towels

• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & 

nuts

• Pedigree 
wet & dry 
dog food

• Friskies wet 
& dry cat 
food

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

ENACTED: 
December 

15, 2025
Unlike specialty 

plates, the 
America 250 

plate serves as an alternative to the standard Florida 
license plate, with all regular fees applying. Motorists 

may request the America 250 license plate at the time 
of vehicle registration or renewal.

$15 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag. 

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector
no added cost 

for 250 tag

Wakulla Volunteers Wanted
Big Bend HospiceBig Bend Hospice

Become a Hospice Volunteer Today! 
No prior experience needed - just an open heart and a desire to help.

Apply Now!

READY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
Visit bigbendhospice.org or call Andrea Zinker
at 850-878-5310 to learn more and get started.

At Big Bend Hospice, Volunteers are essential to 
our mission of compassionate care. Whether you're 
supporting patients or helping behind the scenes, 
your time makes a lasting difference.

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA, 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
with the Florida Retirement System. 2015-6207 EXP 5/17

RICP®

RETIREMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Your donation will help keep 
the presses running.

HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO 
SUPPORT THE WAKULLA SUN THROUGH 

THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION.

 Make your check payable to the Florida Press 
Foundation and write in the check memo line that you 
want the donation to go to � e Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation
336 East College Avenue, Suite 304 
Tallahassee FL 32301

Friday, May 8 -  7p.m.
MOTHERS DAY, Sunday May 10 – 3p.m.

Saturday,  May 16 – 7p.m
Sunday May 17 – 3p.m.

Tickets are available 
for purchase at 

wakullacommunitytheater.org 
We have put together 

an amazing cast; 
mark your calendars now 

because you will not want to 
miss this show!!!

Concessions available.

Historic Sopchoppy High School Auditorium
Located at 164 Yellow Jacket Avenue

in Downtown Sopchoppy, FL 
850-879-0513

will be presenting 
the musical
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We live in a “tree-mendous” region, with local forests 
exhibiting some of the highest tree diversity in the coun-

try.  Join well-known retired Leon Couty Extension 
forester Stan Rosenthal for a look at his favorite, often 

missed, and possibly underutilized trees found in our area.  
Stan’s background is extensive in “all things” trees and his 
engaging style will open our eyes to the mysteries of trees. 
His recent article in the Tallahassee Democrat highlighted 
concerns about our local dogwoods. Bring your questions 

and curiosity to the talk. Celebrate Mother’s Day and  
bring Mom to a fascinating free tree talk at 2 pm at the 

Wakulla Environmental Institute at 170 Preservation Way, 
Crawfordville, Florida 32327.  Please register using the 

following link to ensure your space:  https://tinyurl.com/
yfjfr52a.

Savannah Kent, Shiann Croley, Rachel Seidler and Sarah 
Andrews at the prom.

Special to the Sun

The Medart School of 
Music will be having its 
Spring recitals on Sat-
urday, May 9th at the 
Ochlockonee Bay United 
Methodist Church located 
at 2780 Surf Road. There 
will be performances at 11 
a.m. and 2 p.m. 

Students performing 
at 11 a.m. include Lulu 
Fenenbock, Alexis Por-
ter, Isabella Laughlin, 
Kaylee Keays, Gabi Mo-
rales, Nina Fox, Laila 
Francis, Eliana Howard, 
Brooks Loper, Ava Lucas, 
Olive Kelly, Harper Arken-
berg, Walker Roberts, Bel-
la Sutton, Olivia Davis, 
Madelyn Davis, Kadence 
Nix, Mason Key, Emma 
Key, Mary Bach, Nolan 
Moody, Tessa Moody, Lo-
relei Sultemeier, Colton 
Bohling, Hannah Har-
ris, Makayla Bechtel and 
Hannah Hogue.

Students performing 
at the 2 p.m. recital in-
clude Sabian Jett, Ruari 
Robinson, Addison Wells,  
Latesha Monroe, Brook-
lyn Ruggless, Lauretta 
Compton, Ryan Ladwig, 
Fabiola Larregui, Isabel-
la Larregui, Lily Bridg-
es, Conor Bridges, Celia 
Whittle, Lydia Brown, Al-
exandrea Coronel, Lylah 
Tull, Jacob Perry, Emily 
Byrd, Emma Reams, Gary 
Diskerud, Titus Williams, 
Madalyn Carraway, Jason 
Grantham, Sutton Park-
er, Khalessia Jeudi, Kadir 
Jeudi and Aliza Kever.

Other students who 
attend the Medart School 
of Music are Ariel Roe, 
Raelyn Prentiss, Wyatt 
Prentiss, Ariel Revell, 
Poppy Yost, Riley Solano, 
Easton Rundles, Ken-
nedy Meissner, Harper 
Williams, Julia Chatman, 
Owen Harris, Ava Sloter, 
Kayden Parker, Morghan 
Courson, Zander Sweatt, 
Annalise Aguirre, Aid-
en Aguirre, Zoey Fran-
cis, Matthew Grantham, 
Taylor Townsend, Layla 
Scott, Shealyn Horne, 
Anna Bach, Alexis Rosier, 
Kaziah Jeudi, Laythan 
Crump, Martha Coggins, 
Kenny Hughes, Dale Car-
raway, Fonder Rosier, 
Harrison Wehmann, Beth 
Mullins, Trixie Smith and 
Albert Porter.

The Medart School of 
Music offers lessons for 
ages 4 to adult in piano, 

organ, voice, woodwinds, 
brass, percussion, violin, 

guitar, ukulele and music 
theory.

Medart School of Music recital set

Tree tales with Stan 
Rosenthal on Sunday 

Night of Joy Prom held at 
Wakulla Springs
By LINDA ANN McDONALD

Correspeondent

Wakulla Springs Lodge was transformed into a 
magical night of friends, fun, dancing, and Joy as 
JOY-Filled Journeys Corp held their annual Night 
of Joy Prom on Saturday, May 2.

The sensory-friendly event is held in a quiet, low-
key environment, such as Wakulla Springs Lodge, in 
an effort to provide the ideal environment for special 
needs guests to enjoy a magical night planned espe-
cially for them with conditions like autism, epilepsy, 
ADHD, etc. 

Elizabeth Goble, who visited JOY-Filled Journey’s 
Easter event in April and picked out a beautiful red 
prom dress to wear to this year’s prom, was unable 
to wear her dress due to lack of finding a seamstress 
to fit her dress in time. Instead, she wore her “Plan 
B” dress, which was a sequined, dark purple colored 
dress. 

Mary Wallace, Director of the nonprofit organiza-

tion said, “I hope these kids are having a fun time; 
I hope it gives them joy. This event is not about 
me; it’s not about anything else except these kids 
receiving joy. 

“I want to say thank you, thank you, thank you, 
to all those who helped, volunteered and made this 
night such a wonderful success,” Wallace said. “This 
event is about community love for our kids.”

PUBLIC NOTICES: 
For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla 
Sun provides this Public Notice Section for 
all Public Notices not published in the Legal 

Notice section of the newspaper.

WAKULLA COUNTY BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR 
WAKULLA GARDENS STORMWATER 

INFRASTRUCTURE
ADVERTISEMENT BEGIN DATE:  

MAY 7, 2026
RELEASE DATE: MAY 7, 2026

BIDS DUE TO BOCC:                           
JUNE 8, 2026 @ 3:00 PM EST

Sealed bids will be received at the office of the Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners, 3093 Crawfordville Highway, Crawford-
ville, FL 32327; until 3:00 P.M., Local Time, on June 8, 2026, 
at which time the bids will be opened and read aloud. Bids 
received after the deadline will not be accepted.
The principal feature of this procurement by the County is 
known as PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR WAKULLA 
GARDENS STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE. The 
specifications of this procurement are stated in RFQ 2026-09.
The RFQ and any addenda issued will be posted to the Coun-
ty’s Website at www.mywakulla.com or can be obtained by 
contacting the County Procurement Office at 850-926-0919 
or Procurement@mywakulla.com.
All technical inquiries and clarification requests shall be sub-
mitted in writing to the Procurement Office located at the 
Wakulla County BOCC or Procurement@mywakulla.com 
in accordance with the RFQ. Verbal clarifications will not be 
provided.
A person or affiliate who has been placed on the convicted 
vendor list following a conviction for a public
entity crime may not submit a bid on a contract to provide 
any goods or services to a public entity, may not submit a 
bid on a contract with a public entity for the construction or 
repair of a public building or public work, may not submit 
bids on leases of real property to a public entity, may not be 
awarded or perform work as a contractor, supplier, subcon-
tractor, or consultant under a contract with any public entity, 
and may not transact business with any public entity in ex-
cess of the threshold amount provided in Section 287.017, 
Florida Statutes, for CATEGORY TWO ($35,000) for a pe-
riod of 36 months from the date of being placed on the con-
victed vendor list.
The Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners re-
serves the right to waive informalities in any bid; reject any 
or all proposals, in whole or in part; re-bid a project, in whole 
or in part; and to accept a proposal that in its judgment is the 
lowest and best bid of a responsible bidder. In accepting a 
bid, Wakulla County may award a contract based only on the 
base bid, the base bid plus all alternates, or the base bid plus 
any alternates which Wakulla County selects -- with all deci-
sions being made based upon what Wakulla County believes 
to be the best interests of its ratepayers, in the reasonable ex-
ercise of its discretion. Wakulla County further reserves the 
right to increase or decrease quantities as may be required to 
meet the needs of Wakulla County, at the unit price which 
was bid.

Wakulla County is an Equal Opportunity Employer
MBE/WBE businesses are encouraged to participate

Wakulla County strictly enforces open and fair competition
ADA – Special Accommodations: Any person requiring ac-
commodations by the County due to a disability should call the 
Purchasing Office at 850-926-0919 at least five (5) days prior to 
any pre-response conference, response opening, or meeting. If 
you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the County 
Purchasing Office by the Florida Relay Service, which can be 
reached at 1-800-955-8771 (TDD). May 7, 2026

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

Notice of Public Meeting:
Wakulla County Administration will host a Public Meeting 

on Thursday, May 14, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. EDT at the 
WAKULLA EDUCATION CENTER (WEC)

87 Andrew J. Hargrett Sr. Road Crawfordville, FL 32327 
Purpose of Meeting:

To Conduct a Public Engagement Session Discussing 
Potential Future Uses of the Wakulla Education Center 

(WEC), Receive Public Comments and Tour the Facility. 
If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, 
or commission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting 
or hearing, he or she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for 
such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence 
upon which the appeal is to be based.
Persons with a disability needing a special accommodation should con-
tact the Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners Administra-
tion Office at least two (2) days prior to the meeting at (850) 926-0919; 
Hearing & Voice Impaired at 1-800-955-8771; or by email at ADARe-
quest@mywakulla.com. May 7, 2026

NOTICE OF DELINQUENT TANGIBLE PERSONAL 
PROPERTY TAXES FOR 2025

AS PROVIDED BY CHAPTER 197.016, ACTS OF 1972, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
THAT TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES ASSESSED FOR 2025 ARE NOW 
DELINQUENT AND BEGINNING WITH APRIL 1, SUCH TAXES ARE DRAWING 
INTEREST OF 1-1/2% PER MONTH. ALSO, BEGINNING MAY 1, SUCH TAXES HAVE 
A 25% COLLECTION FEE PLUS THE PROPORTIONATE COST OF PUBLISHING THIS 
NOTICE. UNLESS THE AMOUNT SET OPPOSITE EACH NAME BELOW, WHICH 
INCLUDES THE COST OF THIS ADVERTISEMENT AND PENALTIES AND FEES, ARE 
PAID BY MAY 31, 2026, WARRANTS WILL BE ISSUED HEREON DIRECTING LEVY 
UPON AND SEIZURE OF THE TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY OF THE TAXPAYERS.
1     00020-105
 P-0003600   $982.52
 NORTH FLORIDA SPRAYFOAM INC
 81 HAIDA TRAIL
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

2     00020-147
 P-0005300 $4,326.32
 RB & B LAND DEVELOPMENT LLC
 ATTN: ROUSE PIGOTT/BRAD 

SAVARY
 PO BOX 177
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32326

3     00041-000
 P-0009400   $135.48
 TROPICAL TRADER SHRIMP 

COMPANY
 91 COASTAL HWY
 PANACEA, FL  32346

4     00476-003
 P-0019500 $3,969.44
 GULF COAST LUMBER & SUPPLY 

INC
 3361 CRAWFORDVILLE HWY
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

5     00802-000
 P-0024100   $975.16
 DENNIS R. MOONEY DDS LLC
 215 OCHLOCKONEE ST
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

6     00826-000
 P-0024400 $1,035.21
 ZSKZ LLC
 DBA MYRA JEANS RESTAURANT
 116 LAKE ELLEN CIRCLE
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

7     00869-000
 P-0025000   $687.00
 N & R SEPTIC, LLC
 451 OTTER CREEK ROAD
 SOPCHOPPY, FL  32358

8     01105-000
 P-0029900 $6,178.83
 SHIELDS MARINA INC
 C/O CHARLES C SHIELDS JR
 PO BOX 218
 ST MARKS, FL  32355

9     01461-002
 P-0035300   $447.09
 REDBOX AUTOMATED RETAIL LLC
 C/O ALTUS GROUP
 PO BOX 1339
 COCKEYSVILLE, MD  21030

10     01603-011
 P-0036700   $277.08
 SWINE DINING, INC
 PO BOX 1659
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32326

11     01853-000
 P-0044400   $437.15
 REGAL NAILS SALON AND SPA 

LLC
 35 MIKE STEWART DR
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

12     01964-000
 P-0047700   $686.42
 ASHTON & CO TRANSPORT INC
 7158 COASTAL HWY
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

13     01980-000
 P-0047900 $7,150.03
 M&R FOODS VII LLC
 DBA JIMMY JOHNS
 2343 CRAWFORDVILLE HWY STE 

105
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

14     02022-003
 P-0052300   $735.96
 HANK D MALLARD
 PO BOX 2544
 MOULTRIE, GA  31776

15     02022-043
 P-0055100   $912.44
 DONKEYS BAR AND GRILL LLC
 2481 CRAWFORDVILLE HWY
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

16     02022-049
 P-0055600 $2,449.03
 NFG HOLDINGS LLC
 264 STARGAZE LN
 ST AUGUSTINE, FL  32095

17     02022-144
 P-0059600   $451.87
 OYSTER BOSS LLC
 140 PURIFY BAY RD
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

18     02022-172
 P-0061400 $2,165.67
 GULF COAST LANDSCAPING &
 SUPPLY
 2160 CRAWFORDVILLE HWY
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

19     02022-174
 P-0061500   $179.80
 SEINYARD AT WILDWOOD INC
 3870 COASTAL HWY
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

20     02022-193
 P-0063100   $308.40
 DIESEL BARN LLC
 285 OLD BETHEL RD
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

21     02022-266
 P-0067500 $1,733.52
 KC TREE LLC
 28 DUSTIN ST
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

22     02022-314
 P-0069500   $821.74
 EDGE ATHLETICS LLC
 54 FELI WAY
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

23     02022-349
 P-0071400   $390.82
 JUNIOR P SANDERS SEPTIC TANK
 SERVICES LLC
 2812 SOPCHOPPY HWY
 SOPCHOPPY, FL  32358

24     02022-387
 P-0074600 $1,765.79
 J&K ROCKS LLC
 3098 COASTAL HWY
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

25     02022-427
 P-0077200   $869.27
 WAKULLA POOL & SPA INC
 PO BOX 1438
 WOODVILLE, FL  32362

26     02022-457
 P-0079800 $1,667.88
 TRIMMING TIMBERS TREE 

SERVICE
 256 AARON STRICKLAND RD
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

27     02022-532
 P-0083700 $1,301.40
 B&B DOCK WORKS LLC
 3411 SPRING CREEK HWY
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

28     02022-545
 P-0084700   $928.49
 J & K LAWN SERVICE LLC
 PO BOX 1081
 PANACEA, FL  32346

29     02022-771
 P-0099000 $1,149.40
 GREG TAYLOR FORESTRY
 & MULCHING SERVICES LLC
 55 CENTER ST
 PANACEA, FL  32346

30     02023-112
 P-0113300 $4,758.46
 RENT A DUMP
 66 DR MLK JR MEMORIAL RD
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

31     02023-115
 P-0113600   $869.27
 AUTO PROS
 11 RAINBOW DR
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

32     02023-116
 P-0113700 $2,597.80
 THE UPS STORE
 2343 CRAWFORDVILLE HWY
 STE 107
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

33     02023-120
 P-0114000   $437.15
 GOOD TIMES FOR RENT
 66 DR MLK JR MEMORIAL RD
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

34     02023-123
 P-0114300      $17,290.28
 SUNBLEST GARDENS
 874 COMMERCE BLVD
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

35     02023-127
 P-0114500 $1,301.40
 LITTLE NAPOLI CAFE
 2000 CRAWFORDVILLE HWY STE 

D
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

36     02023-188
 P-0118900 $1,301.40
 FLIPIT SOLUTIONS LLC
 78 JARED ST
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

37     02025-033
 P-0129300   $437.15
 PIZZZA 98
 2543 CRAWFORDVILLE HWY STE 

6
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

38     02025-106
 P-0130000   $437.15
 WILDWOOD RV PARK
 3874 COASTAL HWY
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

39     02025-160
 P-0134400 $1,301.40
 JGC LANDSCAPING LLC
 854 LAHWON MILL RD
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

40     02025-231
 P-0140300   $437.15
 SALT DONKEY
 99 ROCK LANDING RD
 PANACEA, FL  32346

41     02025-250
 P-0140500   $350.69
 PAULSONS TREE SERVICE
 103 PURIFY BAY RD
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

42     02025-252
 P-0140700   $332.00
 CABLEHOUND SPLICING LLC
 89 NANDINA WAY
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

43     02025-262
 P-0141700   $748.49
 BRAND INDUSTRIAL SERVICES 

INC

44     02025-300
 P-0142600   $437.15
 GAS DONKEY
 2106 CRAWFORDVILLE HWY
 CRAWFORDVILLE, FL  32327

45     02044-000
 P-0143200 $2,470.17
 SMARTSKY NETWORKS LLC
 124 WASHINGTON ST
 STE 101
 FOXBORO, MA  02035
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Opinions

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 
By donating, you help us keep citi-

zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 
Your contributions will equip our 

newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.
That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our com-

munity
• More local content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 
We would very much appreciate your 

contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 
The Florida Press Foundation is 

registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.
We accept donations by card or 

check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.
Send it to Florida Press Foundation 

at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

Historical Society will hold its annual Show & Tell program
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AWARD WINNING

NEWSPAPER

“It’s A New Day!”

Wakulla County Historical Society’s 
9th Annual Show & Tell will be held 
on Tuesday, May 12, at 6 p.m. at the 
Wakulla County Public Library.
 Back by popular demand! Our an-

nual Show & Tell program! This is a 
great opportunity for those of you 
lucky enough to have a long family his-
tory in this part of Florida to bring in 
and show off those items handed down 
from earlier generations—and for the 
rest of us to see and learn about and 
admire them! Members and guests 
are invited to display and talk about 

their items related to North Florida or 
Wakulla County history. Display ta-
bles will be set up for attendees to view 
your artifacts.
 Bring those antique books, buttons, 

tokens, bottles or any object of histor-
ical value you’ve been storing in the 
closet, share your stories about them 
and enjoy viewing the artifacts of other 
collectors!

Call the Museum to reserve table 
space at 850-926-1110.

Calendar of events for the week of May 7
� ursday, May 7

• National Day of Prayer.
• Wakulla County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce Golf 
Tournament will be held at Wakulla 
Sands with registration at 7 a.m. and 
tee-off  at 8 a.m.  Funds go to commu-
nity events sponsored by the sheriff ’s 
offi  ce.
• Rotary Club of Wakulla presents 
Bubbles and Blooms, a fl ower arranging 
workshop before Mother’s Day. Tick-
ets are $60. Each ticket includes all the 
fl owers and materials to design your 
bouquet, light bites, and for guests 21+ a 
wine and mimosa bar.
• Th e Rotary Club of Wakulla County 
meets at the TSC Wakulla Center at 8:30 
a.m. on Th ursdays.
• Coastal Optimist Club meets at noon 
at Myra Jean’s on the fi rst and third 
Th ursdays.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will 
be held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in 
Crawfordville, every Th ursday. Th ere 
are concessions and raffl  es.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 
p.m. every Th ursday at 54 Ochlockonee 
St.

Friday, May 8
 
• “Annie,” the musical, will be per-
formed by Wakulla Community Th eater 
at the Sopchoppy Auditorium beginning 
at 7 p.m. Tickets are $25 each. Addi-
tional performances May 10, 16 and 17.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and 8 p.m. every Friday at 54 Ochlock-
onee St. 

Saturday, May 9

• Interact Club at Wakulla High School 
presents Spring Into Peace at Azalea 
Park from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
• Medart School of Music spring recital 
will be held at Ochlockonee Bay UMC, 
2780 Surf Road, at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.
• Th e Wakulla Caregiver Support Group 
meets at the Wakulla County Public Li-
brary at 10 a.m. every  second Saturday 
of the month.

Sunday, May 10

• Mother’s Day.
• “Annie” willl have a matinee perfor-
mance at Sopchoppy Auditorium begin-
ning at 3 p.m. 

• Wakulla Giving Hands holds a food 
giveaway every Sunday from 12:30 to 
2:30 p.m. at the facility across from Me-
dart Elementary on Highway 98.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets every 
Sunday at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee 
St.

Monday, May 11

• Planning commission meets at 6 p.m. 
in the commission chambers.
• Sopchoppy City Commission meets at 
city hall at 6:30 p.m.
• VFW Post 4538 and Auxiliary holds 
monthly meetings on the second Mon-
day of the month with fellowship at 6 
p.m., meetings at 7 p.m.
• Crawfordville Woman’s Club monthly 
meeting is the second Monday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. at 64 Ochlockonee 
St., in Crawfordville. Call (850) 566-
5727 for more information.
•  Th e Wakulla Respite Program is 
available for anyone with memory 
impairment at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at Lake Ellen Baptist Church every 
Monday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 
p.m. for women and 8 p.m. for men 

every Monday at 54 Ochlockonee St.
• Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class with 
Margaret every Monday at 11 a.m. First 
Baptist Church CLC Building in Craw-
fordville. Bring a mat.
• Line Dancing Class is held at Wakulla 
Dance Academy every Monday from 
7 to 9 p.m. $5 per person. Wear dance 
shoes or tennis shoes.

Tuesday, May 12

• Tourist Development Council meets 
at the conference room at the county 
administration offi  ce at 9 a.m.
• Wakulla County Historical Society will 
hold its popular Show & Tell program at 
the library at 6 p.m. Bring your interest-
ing historical artifacts to share.• Sop-
choppy community dinner is held every 
week at the Towles House at 6:30 p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets every 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee 
St.

Wednesday, May 13

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and 6:30 p.m. every Wednesday at 54 
Ochlockonee St.

On the Horizon

Chris Parkinson shows her 
collection of antique alliga-
tor handbags at last year’s 

Show & Tell.

Ask Judge Smith: Honoring the 250th birthday of the U.S.

By JUDGE LAYNE 
SMITH

Years ago, I wrote 
three newspaper col-
umns with “Indepen-
dence Day” in-mind. 
I share them now in 
celebration of our na-
tion’s 250th birthday.

Talking Taxes and 
the French and Indi-
an War (part one of 
three)

Our discussion 
of government and 
American justice be-
gins with the French 
and Indian War. This 
conflict began in 1756 
when local Indian 
tribes allied with the 
French and fought 
against the British ex-
pansion. 
In response, Amer-

ican colonists formed 
their first continen-
tal army to fight in 
the war; however, the 
army was inadequate-

ly financed, poorly 
trained and largely in-
effective. The British 
Army joined the fray, 
but for years fared 
no better. Eventual-
ly, Great Britain won 
the war by building 
up and maintaining a 
large-standing North 
American army and 
then taking the fight 
to the French and 
their Native American 
allies throughout the 
continent. 
The French and In-

dian War lasted sev-
en years, and the cost 
of winning the war 
and maintaining the 
peace afterward cre-
ated a huge debt for 

the British Empire. In 
response, Parliament 
imposed heavy regres-
sive taxes on Ameri-
can colonists, while si-
multaneously denying 
them the right to vote 
in Great Britain’s Par-
liamentary elections.
Our Founding Fa-

thers bristled at this 
situation. 
They were required 

to obey British laws 
and be loyal subjects, 
but their rights were 
dramatically restrict-
ed. They were pro-
hibited from gather-
ing, their speech was 
censored, and they 
couldn’t print what 
they wanted to say in 

their newspapers or 
other publications. 
British military and 

law enforcement of-
ficers searched colo-
nists and their prop-
erties without cause, 
and American colo-
nists were arrested, 
jailed, and held indef-
initely without being 
told why. They had 
no right to counsel, 
no right to a trial by 
a jury of their peers, 
and these trials were 
not open to the public. 
Criminal defendants 
were forced to testify; 
otherwise, their si-
lence was used to in-
criminate them. 
The combination of 

taxation without rep-
resentation and these 
legal injustices sowed 
the seeds of the Amer-
ican Revolution. If the 
French and Indian 
War had never hap-
pened, our legal sys-
tem would be dramat-
ically different. And I’d 
probably have to wear 
one of those funny 
white, powdered wigs 
in the courtroom.  

The Honorable J. 
Layne Smith is the Cir-
cuit Judge assigned 
to Wakulla County, 
Florida, a bestselling 
author, and a public 
speaker.
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my community,” said Gruebel. Emily 
Zak and John Alex Edwards were also 
nominated for the award.
Taking home the Friend of WCCY 

was Wakulla County Public Library. 
Director Linda Oaks said, “It feels 
great to know we are able to give back 
to the community. We pride ourselves 
in such a way that we let Wakulla 

know the library is a fun, welcoming 
place for all the community to enjoy.” 
FRESH and Wakulla County 4-H were 
also nominated for the award.
Board Member of the Year was 

awarded to Keep Wakulla County 
Beautiful’s Tammie Nason. Tammie 
said, “I was surprised, we have such 
great Board members in Wakulla, but 
to actually be nominated and win, 
I still just can’t believe it.” JoAnn 

Daniels of Wakulla Coastal Optimist 
Club and Novella Franklin of the 4-H 
Advisory Board were fellow nominees.
Kenny Manning of Wakulla County 

Christian Coalition won the Adult Vol-
unteer of the Year award and said, “It’s 
an honor to win, but you really don’t 
think about when you do it (volunteer) 
from your heart. When you do it from 
your heart, that’s all you need.”
Also recognized were Hiroshi Yosh-

ioka and Riley Schaefer for making a 
difference in Wakulla County with the 
“Rising Star Award.” These young com-
munity members are instrumental in 

creating change through volunteering 
at events with Wakulla 4-H. Yoshioka 
has helped raise $400 for the Wakulla 
Animal Shelter by designing and sell-
ing his homemade dog chew toys made 
from T-shirts. 
WCCY Secretary Karen Zak said, 

“We have a need to recognize our 
volunteers who give so much to our 
community, and this is a great way to 
do it. Bonnie Werfenberger and I want-
ed to make the volunteers and Board 
members feel appreciated, and we are 
hoping to make this an annual event.”

Wakulla Crossroads
By VERNA BROCK

This Sunday is Mother’s Day, and I 
have been thinking about what moth-
erhood means in all of its iterations. 
After all, every last one of us has a 
mom. Many of us ARE mothers. There 
are countless other women who have 
taken on the nurturing role of moth-
erhood in one way or another. I real-
ize not all mothers are created equal, 
but for the most part “mamas” do their 
best to rear their children to be happy 
and well-adjusted people. Most people 
I know claim to have the world’s best 
mom.
I lost my mother almost 5 years 

ago, and not a day goes by that I don’t 
think of her. And yes, my brother and 
I DID have the best mom in the world, 
at least for us. A couple of years ago I 
wrote a poem about Mothers and their 
day, and I decided to share it with all 
of you: 

Mother’s Day
We come into this world, helpless 

and cold, 
Warmed by our mother’s embrace,
Spending the rest of our lives strain-

ing against her, and 
Needing her every moment.

How strange to be a motherless 

child now, at nearly seventy,
Always knowing she was there, even 

at a distance,
Accessible, available, 
Now gone, impossibly, irretrievably 

erased, out of reach.

I never missed her then, 
No matter the miles between us,
She was there, always there, on call,
At the ready to share recipes, jokes, 

advice, life.

Who was she before me?
Young, laughing, beautiful, smart, 

playful,
She always worked to hide herself 

from her children,
Labored to be who she needed to be, 

but maybe,
Not who she was.

I miss her now, dream of her, long 
for her,
Just one more story, one more 

memory,
Even reproach and nagging would 

be welcomed.

And I wonder who I will be to my 
children,
How much will they know of my 

mother,
Her true self,
And how much will they know of 

me,
And my true self?

Take some time this weekend to 
treasure the moments of motherhood 
wherever and however you find them. 
Happy Mother’s Day!

Sopchoppy News
By DJ BUTCH

Sopchoppy needs some rain! I see 
a burn ban on Wakulla County. It’s 
dry… we need some rain. Where are 
the April showers? 
Well, Worm Gruntin’ was a success! 

We love our festival! It was a great 
year! Sopchoppy will be having more 
great events and I will try to keep yall 
in the know….
The Smithsonian Magazine put out 

an article about worm gruntin’ and the 
festival. The Smithsonian museum is 
the world’s largest museum and re-
search complex. What an honor! Our 

little town has been featured on Dirty 
Jobs, CBS Morning Show and much 
more. Sopchoppy is a special place. 
You come to visit and it draws you 
back. Woods, water, easy living and 
great people. What a blessing to be 
from Sopchoppy. 
Wednesday I was the DJ for the 

Wakulla Special Olympics. It was an 
awesome day. The sheriff, superin-
tendent, WHS band, Cash & Woody 
from the radio, the War Eagle mascot 
and more. I love to see Wakulla sup-
port this event. It was so cool! I also 
saw several news outlets covering the 
event! Thank you all for making it awe-

some! It makes me feel good being a 
part of such a wonderful community! 
Speaking of community: BattleBall 

was Saturday at the rec park. Battle-
Ball is a softball tournament that is 
put on by Battle14 to raise money for 
people in our community. Battle14 is a 
faith-based nonprofit that really helps 
our community. If you’re looking for a 
nonprofit to donate to, this is the one! 
It reaches people, it spreads the word 
of God, and they help our people! 
I got a text from a neighbor of a pic 

of a Yella fly! Looks like it has start-
ed…. If you’re new here… get ready!  
I have not had any issues with them 
yet. I have heard of some sightings… 
hopefully it won’t be bad this year. We 
shall see. 

I got a worm gruntin video on Insta-
gram that passed 11 million views re-
cently. It’s crazy when you think about 
it. I mean Sopchoppy has a population 
around 500. It has gone viral on a few 
platforms. If you enjoy the Sopchoppy 
News follow me on Facebook at Corey 
Benedict. (65k followers), on Insta-
gram I’m CountyBoyz (34k followers) 
but if you search Dj Butch it will come 
up. TikTok is Dj Butch with 46k follow-
ers. What a blessing. Lil ol’ Sopchoppy 
boy reaching millions… I’m thankful 
for every follow. I do a lot of history 
posts on Facebook. People really enjoy 
those. I also do all kinds of videos, pics 
and more. Follow meeeeee. 
Sending you all love and good vibes 

from Sopchoppy! 

RITA SCHUENTZ
Retired Teacher

“A Red Buckeye, 
it’s a native 

understory tree.”

CLAYTON BANIA
Extension Director

“My favorite plant 
is the Hyacinth. I 
love ALL my leafy 

lovers.”

Polled at the UF/IFAS Wakulla Master Gardener Volunteers Annual Plant Sale:

RACHEL PIENTA
4-H Director

“Caladiums, I 
love caladiums, to 
me they look like 
peace and shade.”

“Anything edible. 
I grow fruits and 
vegetables and 

plants for making 
teas.”

JIUJING GU
Retired

Polled at the UF/IFAS Wakulla Master Gardener Volunteers Annual Plant Sale:Polled at the UF/IFAS Wakulla Master Gardener Volunteers Annual Plant Sale:
– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

SHERRY BALCHUCK
Offi ce Manager

“The Copper 
Canyon Daisy. They 
are very fragrant, 

they bloom all 
summer and are 

drought tolerant.”

What’s your favorite plant?

If you are a business and want to be 
seen...this is your spot to advertise!!!

Would you like to remind people 
that you are open for business, have 

you moved, are you offering new 
products or services? This is your 

spot to advertise!
Contact Lynda Kinsey 850-962-8019 

LKinsey@� eWakullaSun.com

Youth coalition

Vintage Blossom 
Flowers and Gifts

• Weddings • Funerals
• Everyday Bouquets

850-745-8236
VintageBlossoms.Shop

2698 Crawfordville Hwy.

By LINDA OAKS
Library Director

Library News May 7th– May 13th

Thursday, May 7th
• Tiny Tummy Time 9:30am

• Creative Writing I 10am

Friday, May 8th
• Quilting Guild 10am

Saturday, May 9th
• Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support 

Group 10am

Sunday, May 10th
• Closed

Monday, May 11th
• American Legion Post 114 PEC 
5:30pm

Tuesday, May 12th
• Book Bunch 10am

• Creative Writing II 10am
• Historical Society 4pm

Wednesday, May 13th
• Book Babies 10am
• Legal Clinic for Housing Issues 
12pm
• Mahjong 1pm
• Knitting Group 4pm

Library News

AMERICA FIRST
CONSERVATIVE REPUBLICAN

VETERAN
OUTSIDER
BUSINESSMAN

PAID FOR BY KEITH GROSS FOR FLORIDA, INC.

@KeithGrossFL

@KeithGrossFL

@KeithGross
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HOME ON THE RANGE

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Wakulla 
Lawn Ranger

Gene 
Darby

850-251-9122
Mowing

Edging - Trimming 
Sidewalk/Driveways 

Pressurewashing
Landscaping

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

A� er weeks of not being able to do the weekly wildlife survey at Wakulla Springs because 
of boat problems, retired park ranger Robert � ompson was back on the water last week 

and sent in this photo of an anhinga drying its wings on a cypress knee. 

By MARJ LAW

My friend Gail told me 
of a conversation she had 
with her husband, Tom.
“In case anything hap-

pens to me, I want you to 
feel protected,” said Tom 
to Gail.
“I know. That’s why 

I went to Talon to rent 
handguns, and ended up 
buying the one I like best. 
I was so overwhelmed 
with deciding on a gun 
that I forgot to purchase 
ammunition.”
“Would you like me 

to go with you?” Tom 
offered.
“No,” Gail was firm. “I 

think since I purchased 
the gun, I ought to be 
able to buy bullets for it 
as well.”
“Okay, I know what 

you mean. However, 
when you ask for am-
munition, tell them you 
want 9mm ‘rounds’ or 
‘cartridges.’ The bullet is 
the projectile at the end 
of the round. If you ask 
for bullets, you might 
just get a handful of cop-
per projectiles!”
“That’s good to know. 

I’m not embarrassed to 
be a newbie. People at 
the gun shop will help if 
I need it. We all have to 
start somewhere.”

Gail is a competent 
woman. When she de-
cided to purchase a gun, 
she took a “concealed 
carry” class and then 
she went to rent sever-
al guns. She selected a 
9mm Smith & Wesson 
Equalizer. This compact 
gun would fit in her big 
purse and she was com-
fortable with it when 
she wore an “inside the 
waistband” holster. 
“It had more recoil 

than even larger 9mm 
guns,” she confided to 
me. “But it fit wherever I 
would need it. Yes, it has 
some recoil, but I can 
manage that. Besides, 
I’ll practice Wednesday 
mornings at the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office 
range when you’re there. 
You’ll remind me if I 
forget any range rules, 
and you’ll help if I have 
a problem. It’s good to 
know you’ll be there. I 
love Tom, but he has a 
tendency to take over 
and I want to be able 
to handle my handgun 
myself.” 
So, Gail ended up in 

a local gun shop. She 
looked for the boxes that 
said “9mm.”
What a lot of choices! 

She found boxes that 
said 9mm. But some said 
115 grain and some had 
124 grain on the label. 
Some said 147 grain 
rounds. Which did she 
need?
And some said Luger 

in big letters. Some said 
Parabellum. Some said 
NATO. She even found a 
few that said Makarov. 
Did it make a difference 
which 9mm round she 
bought?
Gail admitted to me 

that she didn’t know 

which to purchase. 
The man at the shop 

asked which she wanted.
“I don’t know,” she 

told him. “I’m new to 
guns and recently got a 
Smith & Wesson Equal-
izer. I should’a remem-
bered ammunition, but 
forgot. Are Parabellum, 
Luger, NATO and Ma-
karov all the same? Do 
all of these fit into my 
gun?”
“You can choose either 

the Luger or the Parabel-
lum. You said you’re new 
to shooting?” he asked.
“Yes. This will be my 

first box of ammunition.”
“Then I’d skip the 

NATO rounds for now. 
They tend to have more 
powder and will probably 
have more recoil.”
“What about the Ma-

karov?” she wondered.
“No. You can’t buy 

Makarov. They won’t fit 
your gun.”
Gail asked him about 

grains.
“What’s the difference 

between grains?”
“Let ’s discuss the 

round,” he suggested.
“The entire round is 

composed of a few parts,” 
he began. “The back has 
a primer in it. See the 
indentation in the cen-
ter? Your gun’s firing 
pin whacks this center. 
When it does, it is hitting 
the primer. The primer 
makes a spark.”

“And then?”  Gai l 
asked.
“Then the spark sets 

off powder in the casing. 
This causes an explosion 
which sets the projectile 
flying. The projectile is 
the bullet.”
“Oh. So, just part of 

the round is the bullet; 
not the whole thing.” 
“Right. And the bul-

let has weight that is 
measured in grains. 
When used for target 
shooting, most people 
choose the rounds with 
115 grains in the bullet. 
These rounds are usu-
ally less expensive than 
others and may have less 
recoil.”
“Why not the 124?” 

she asked.
“Some people believe 

their gun shoots more 
accurately with a heavi-
er bullet. It’s a personal 
preference, and the 124s 
are usually more expen-
sive.”
“Why do some 124s 

say NATO?” she won-
dered.
“Those are usual-

ly considered military 
rounds set to the NATO 
standard, and their gun-
powder is considered to 
give the bullets more 
oomph to fly out of the 
gun faster.”
“And what about the 

147 grain bullets?” she 
continued asking.
“Those  are  much 

heavier bullets. When 
there is more mass, there 
is also more penetration. 
Because of their weight, 
their velocity is less.”
“What’s the deal with 

+P?”
“+Ps have more energy 

imparted to the bullet. 
Not all guns should fire 
the +P rounds. You need 
to check your manual 
before buying +P.”
For the time being, 

Gail intended to shoot 
at targets at the WCSO 
range. She purchased a 
couple boxes of the 115 
grain ammo. 
She asked Joe and 

me to come to the range. 
She wanted us to shoot 
a 9mm gun with differ-
ent grained rounds to 
see if there would be a 
difference in accuracy 
and recoil.
So, this Wednesday, 

Joe and I shoot the Smith 
& Wesson Equalizer, and 
we’ve brought 115, 124, 
and 147 grain ammuni-
tion.
First, we shoot the 115 

grain rounds. On a scale 
of 1-5, with 1 meaning 
the lightest recoil, we 
both give the Sellier and 
Bellot a 2. 
We try the 124 grain 

NATO Monarch rounds. 
I find it quite strong and 
give it a 3.5 while Joe 
gives it a 2.5. 
Last, we shoot the 

heavier 147 grain Fiocchi 

rounds and find they 
have much less recoil. 
We rate recoil at a 2.
Grain weight can 

make a difference with 
perceived recoil. If you 
plan for target shoot-
ing only, a lighter grain 
weight bullet can make 
your day at the range 
easier and less expen-
sive.
Higher grain weight 

can be better for defense. 
“When you shoot 

more, you’ll find that 
other factors will affect 
recoil,” said Joe. “Be-
sides grain weight, the 
velocity of the ammuni-
tion will make a differ-
ence. The mass of your 
gun and length of your 
barrel will make a differ-
ence. How your hand fits 
into the grip will make 
a difference on how you 
can control your gun and 
this will affect felt recoil. 
The 115 grain am-

munition is economi-
cally suitable for range 
practice and getting ac-
quainted with your gun. 
The higher-priced de-
fensive rounds are great 
for self-protection, but 
not necessary for range 
practice.”
 
Marj Law is the former 

director of Keep Wakulla 
County Beautiful who 
has become an avid 
shooter in retirement.

Great grains for your 9mm!
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going after a public offi-
cial; but this case could 
be characterized as a 
public official going af-
ter a citizen.
Webster noted in his 

response that Kemp 
had advised Whaley not 
to post all the informa-
tion on the victim.
Deneen answered 

that Kemp didn’t tell 
her not to post any in-

formation and that the 
goal was still to harass 
the person they believed 
was behind the Face-
book account.
In trying to figure 

out who was behind 
the account, Kemp – 
who retired as a major 
from the sheriff’s office 
before running for of-
fice – contacted Deputy 
Don Newsome to track 
down an incident re-
port. Webster noted 

that the information 
sought by Kemp was 
public record and that 
Kemp is still a reserve 
deputy.
The judge noted that 

there was no sheriff’s of-
fice purpose in Kemp’s 
communication with 
Newsome. 
As for the tampering 

with a witness, Deneen 
contended it was Kemp 
offering to take the vic-
tim out to dinner or do 
anything for him.
In the motion, Web-

ster contended Kemp 
was just trying to re-
solve the issue.
Additionally, it was 

argued that there was 
no open investigation 
at the time of Kemp’s 
communications with 
the victim.
Whaley and Deputy 

Newsome both accepted 
Deferred Prosecution 
Agreements for their 
role in the matter, as 
well as agreeing to tes-
tify against Kemp if the 
case should go to trial.  

Motion to dismiss

Special to The Sun

As summer approaches and 
more boaters take to the wa-
ter, the risk of vessel strikes 
increases for the sea turtles 
that inhabit Florida’s coastal 
environment. 
Florida State University Pro-

fessor Mariana Fuentes helps 
reduce the impact on sea tur-
tles by studying issues around 
their conservation and manage-
ment. Within the Department of 
Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric 
Science, she leads the Marine 
Turtle Research, Ecology and 
Conservation Group, where her 
team studies sea turtles across 
every life stage, from nesting 
beaches to coastal feeding 
grounds.
A recent study identified 

places on the U.S. Atlantic and 
Gulf coasts that expose protect-
ed marine turtles to the highest 
risk of being struck by vessels. 
Along with partners around the 
state, she is part of a statewide 
educational campaign called 
“Boaters for Turtles” to reduce 
vessel strikes on sea turtles.

Q: What do we know about 
high-risk areas for vessel 
strikes?
A: Vessel strikes are not iso-

lated incidents. Our research 
reveals clear and concerning 
patterns. Injuries from wa-
tercraft are found in roughly 
25% of stranded sea turtles, 
with loggerhead and green tur-
tles among the most affected 
species. Geographic hotspots 
span heavily trafficked coastal 
regions, particularly in Flori-
da, Texas and across the Gulf 
Coast, where boating activity 
overlaps with critical feeding 
and nesting habitats. These 

areas often include coastal 
passes and nearshore zones 
where turtles gather in high 
numbers. It’s a combination 
of having more boats and also 
having more turtles in those 
areas that make it risky.
Seasonal trends further 

intensify the issue, as peak 
boating months coincide with 
key periods in sea turtles’ life 
cycles, bringing human activity 
and marine life into closer and 
more dangerous contact. While 
previous studies examined 
localized trends, our research 
is among the first to analyze 
vessel strikes across a broad 
geographic scale.
How does the Boaters for 

Turtles initiative turn re-
search into real-world im-
pact?
The Boaters for Turtles ini-

tiative uses science and com-
munity collaboration to help 
protect Florida’s sea turtles, 
keystone species that are cru-
cial to a healthy ecosystem. 
Vessel strikes are a major 
threat to sea turtles, although 
there have been initiatives to 
reduce them through voluntary 
go-slow zones. We are expand-
ing that work by creating a 
broader network of voluntary 
go-slow areas across the state 
to reduce the threat. We are 
emphasizing slower speeds in 
certain areas, highlighting oth-
er behaviors boaters can adopt 
to reduce their impact and 
working with institutions and 
county partners across Florida 
to raise awareness.
What are simple actions 

people can take to reduce 
the risk of vessel strikes on 
sea life?
Small changes in how people 

operate boats — like slowing 

down, keeping a careful watch, 
respecting wildlife zones and 
giving animals plenty of space 
— can greatly reduce both the 
chances of hitting marine life 
and the severity of injuries if a 
collision occurs.
What are the next steps 

in the Boaters for Turtles 
initiative?
The campaign is built on 

the data we have collected to 
identify where go-slow areas are 
most needed. After launching 
and implementing additional 
go-slow zones throughout Flor-
ida, the goal is to expand the 
campaign across the broader 
Gulf region. Our initial research 
helped demonstrate how signif-
icant vessel strike is as a threat 
to sea turtles, and now the fo-
cus is on scaling solutions and 
increasing awareness to reduce 
that impact. The effectiveness 
of our campaign will be evalu-
ated at the end of the year, so 
we can learn what worked and 
what did not work.
What questions are re-

searchers still trying to an-
swer?
Our work is far from fin-

ished. While we’ve identified 
where vessel strikes occur, 
we’re now investigating how 
these interactions affect turtle 
behavior, even when collisions 
do not happen. This includes 
studying stress levels, feeding 
patterns and energy use, as 
well as how boat traffic influ-
ences these behaviors. We’re 
also examining how boaters 
respond to speed guidelines 
and what drives compliance. 
By understanding both the eco-
logical impacts and the human 
dimensions, we can develop 
more effective strategies to re-
duce risks to sea turtles.

FSU professor on reducing the 
risk of boat strikes on sea turtles
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Underwater    WakullaBy Gregg Stanton

The Intern.
August 23, 2012

Over 20 years ago, I was teaching our introductory 
class in compressed gas diving at FSU and was frus-
trated that the staff assisting me was poorly trained 
in the mechanics of diving.
We had a leadership program to train enthusiastic 
students in Assistant Instructor, Dive Master and 
Instructor, but many who applied could not explain 
how our life support technology worked, let alone fix 
it. What to do?
I had just hired Michael Dunning, a man from the 
Isle of Man, to become our dive engineer, to be sure 
our life support equipment worked. He needed a lot of 
help and there was no money to hire additional staff. 
After many late night deliberations, he and I realized 
that we had a solution to several challenges.
I soon had a semester curriculum for a Dive Locker 
Technician that included training on nearly everything 
I saw missing in my Leadership Program. Students 
bought books but paid for training with volunteer labor. 
And because training required proficiency to become 
beneficial, Michael got his much needed help.
Michael filled in the considerable details and then 
assisted me through several classes, ultimately taking 
over, where I became the guest speaker.
Students first learned workplace safety procedures, 
then eased in to fill station operations. Filling high 
pressure cylinders can be challenging if you are not 
taught correctly.
Every week another topic, such as cylinder inspec-
tions, regulator repair, hydrostatic testing, gas blend-
ing, exposure suit repair, and the list went on for 15 
weeks.
The final exam was a room full of stations, each with 
a question or problem technology to repair. Those who 
passed got a certification in Dive Locker Technology 
and a list of specific credentials from national agencies 
that went a long way toward future employment at dive 
shops around the country.
And I now had a prerequisite for my Leadership 
Program! In the space of one year, the quality of our 
growing dive locker, and our Leadership Program im-
proved dramatically, enabling us to take on many more 
ambitious challenges in the decades to follow.
I carried the entire package to Panama City in 2000 
to teach the Scientist in the Sea Program at the Naval 
Coastal Systems Center, followed by the Advanced 
Science Diving Program and ultimately the Underwater 
Crime Scene Investigations Project. None were possible 
without what we now call the Diving Intern.
I retired a few years ago. I was soon asked to provide 
the Diving Internship training privately.
When we opened Wakulla Diving Center in Medart, 
we incorporated the class much as it was taught at 
FSU. Travis Kersting now serves as my Dive Engineer 
and coordinated the interns. Justin Heath, the latest 
graduate of our internship this summer, is from the 
University of Texas in Austin where he has returned 
to continue classes. He is the 12th intern to graduate 
since my retirement from FSU.
But I cannot begin to explain the vitality these folks 
bring to our table.
Editor’s Note: This is a repeat of a column from 
2012.
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Depending on God’s grace to care for aging parents

By SHERYL H. BOLDT
  
Remember the ener-

gy it took to raise your 
children? How often 
did you find yourself on 
your knees, asking God 
for strength to make it 

through another day?
Some of you are in 

this season right now. 
Whether as stay-at-
home or working par-
ents, raising children 
is a full-time job. A job 
that requires endless 
patience – and grace.

F a s t - f o r w a r d  3 0 
years. Once again, you 
may find yourself on 
your knees, this time 
praying for patience and 
grace to care for your 
aging parents. Parents 
who loved you through 
all the stages of your life 
now need your loving 
care in their final years.

You pray to care for 
your mom and dad in a 
way that honors them. 
Just as God’s grace 
helped you through the 
long days and sleepless 
nights of parenting, this 
same grace is available 
to help you care for your 
parents as they face 
new and increasing-
ly challenging circum-
stances. 

I respect the cycle 
of life: Just as we, as 
young parents, lovingly 
provided for and cared 
for our children, so our 
parents did for us. Now 
we’re honored to repay 

our parents’ sacrificial 
service. 

I understand that it’s 
not always easy to “hon-
or your father and your 
mother” (Exodus 20:12 
ESV) as their needs 
change. Sometimes you 
must agonizingly choose 
to place mom and dad 
in assisted living. If so, 
God’s grace can guide 
you to remain diligent 
and present for them. 

If you’re feeling over-
whelmed and “sand-
wiched” between caring 
for teenagers and aging 
parents or in-laws, don’t 
give up. Take advantage 

of the resources avail-
able. Eldercare, a public 
service of the Adminis-
tration for Community 
Living, is available at el-
dercare.acl.gov and will 
connect you to services 
for older adults. You 
can also reach them at 
1-800-677-1116.

Take heart. God loves 
you! He knows how ex-
hausted you are – how 
much you love your par-
ents and how you want 
to give back to them for 
all the long days and 
sleepless nights they’ve 
spent with you over the 
years. 

Be assured, God will 
supply the patience, 
g race ,  ene rgy  and 
strength you need to 
make it through the 
day. And the next day. 
And the day after that. 
He will empower you to 
care for your aging par-
ents with the love and 
dignity they deserve.

Sheryl H. Boldt is 
a sales executive for 
Wave 94 and author 
of the blog, www.To-
dayCanBeDi f ferent .
net. Connect with her at 
SherylHBoldt.Wave94@
gmail.com.
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By JAMES SNYDER

After being married 
for more than 50 years, 
I have concluded the 
secret of a happy mar-
riage is a happy wife. 
What it takes to make 
her happy is worth all 
the effort.

Today, most marriag-
es don’t work. Divorce 
is on the rise in our 
country.

A great philosopher, 
Groucho Marx, once 
said, “Marriage is the 
chief cause of divorce.”

There are all kinds 
of ideas along this line, 
and many of them are 
fighting for the crazy 
award.

This year The Gra-
cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage and her 
adoring husband will 
celebrate their 55th 
anniversary. After so 
many years of being 
married, I think I have 
come to some conclu-
sions about how to have 
a happy marriage. After 
all, everybody wants to 
be happy.

I’ve looked into many 
aspects along these 
lines, but the one that 
really pays off is the 
idea of compromise. If 
you can’t compromise, 
you won’t get along. It’s 
just that simple.

Over the years, I have 
struggled with this idea 
of compromise, trying to 
figure out what it was 
and how two people 
can compromise. I’m 
not sure I have figured 
it all out; after all, I’m 
the husband.

But in a marriage, 
compromise is not how 
they compromise in 
politics. Have you ever 
watched polit icians 
compromise on some 
subject? If that is a 
compromise, then I 
have to start all over 
again. Thankfully, mar-
riage has nothing to do 
with political compro-
mise.

The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage 
and I have had our dif-
ferences for years. After 
all, we are human and 
have our own ideas 
about certain things.

The biggest difference 
we’ve had throughout 
the years is the “Broc-
coli and Apple Fritter”. 
These two things never 
intermingle. Fortunate-
ly, we have compro-
mised: She gets the 
broccoli, and I get the 
Apple Fritter. There is 
just no way to mix the 
two.

There are other ar-
eas of our lives where 
we’ve had to compro-
mise. Over the years, I 
have learned how to use 
compromise effectively 
to get things accom-
plished.

If The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage 
believes she’s getting 
her way, then every-
body’s happy. I need to 
set it up so she believes 
she won, and, when she 
wins, so do I.

It took me a while 
to realize that if I win, 
then nobody’s happy. 
What good is it to win 
and not really enjoy the 
winnings? But when 
she wins, she’s happy, 
and when she’s happy, 
so am I.

After understanding 
how this works, my 
life began to take on a 
great deal of sunshine 
and happiness. When 
I was younger, I was 
only happy when I got 
things my way. But as I 

got older, I realized that 
a level of compromise 
can help me get things 
my way.

For example, when 
we want to go out to 
a restaurant to enjoy 
a meal together, we 
have to decide which 
restaurant. For me, it 
doesn’t really matter 
which restaurant we go 
to as long as they have 
food and coffee. But for 
The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage, there 
is a different restaurant 
for a different kind of 
celebration.

This is where I learned 
what compromise is all 
about and how to use it 
to my advantage.

I  asked her,  “My 
Dear, which restaurant 
do you think we ought 
to go to tonight for our 
celebration?”

Looking at me, she 
said, “I would like to go 
to the Southern Pig and 
Cattle restaurant.”

From my perspec-
tive, it didn’t matter. 

I’ve been there several 
times, and I know they 
have food and coffee. 
That’s all that really 
matters to me.

So now I need to work 
on my compromise 
scheme. “Well,” I said to 
her rather seriously, “I 
was thinking we ought 
to go to IHOP. I really 
love their food.”

That got her think-
ing a little bit, and she 
replied, “I’d like IHOP 
to, but for our dinner 
tonight, I would like to 
go to Southern Pig and 
Cattle restaurant.”

I tried to stretch it 
out as long as possible 
and replied, “Well, I’m 
not into that restaurant 
as much as you are. I 
really would like to go to 
IHOP tonight.” I paused 
a little bit and then 
said, “Well, if that is 
what you prefer tonight 
I’m willing to let you 
choose the restaurant.”

I never see her smile 
as much as she does 
when something like 

that happens. What she 
doesn’t know is that I 
won the compromise 
and not her. That gives 
me a little bit of leverage 
down the road when we 
are facing another com-
promise situation.

I always begin by say-
ing, “Do you remember 
when you wanted to go 
to the Southern Pig and 
Cattle restaurant and I 
wanted to go to IHOP? 
And I finally gave into 
your request.”

She looked at me, 
and there was a great 
deal of reluctance in her 
voice, saying, “Yeah, I 
remember. So, I’ll let 
you have it this time.”

There is nothing quite 
like winning both times 
and not getting caught.

Thinking about this, 
one of my favorite Bible 

verses came to mind. 
“Can two walk together, 
except they be agreed?” 
(Amos 3:3).

I’m sure there are 
many applications to 
this Bible verse. It ap-
plies to all parts of our 
lives. Being “agreed” 
is one of the most im-
portant aspects of hu-
manity. When applied 
to marriage, it is a 
wonderful expectation. 
Walking together is the 
blessing of our Chris-
tian experience.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, email 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.     

The fine art of compromise
OUT TO PASTOR
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

By CHERYL CRUCE

It was the top of the 
sixth inning, my grand-
son Conway and his 
Little League team had 
not fared well during 
the season. This game 
looked no different. 
Down 7–0, they came to 
bat with little reason to 
believe anything would 
change. You could see 
it on their faces and in 
the slow walk toward 
the dugout – not only 
the loss of a game, but 

the loss of believing in 
themselves.

Then it happened. A 
hit. Then another. The 
bases were loaded. A 
runner crossed home 
plate. Then another. 
Suddenly, what had 
been quiet and defeated 
began to stir with life. 
Hope started growing 
in the dugout. Parents 
and grandparents, find-
ing their voices, began 
cheering for the team, 
and moms reached for 
their cell phones to re-
cord through the fenc-
ing what was unfolding. 
The young boys straight-
ened their shoulders 
and lifted their heads 
like the champions they 
were. Energy returned, 
and belief settled in 
their hearts. What had 
seemed out of reach no 
longer felt impossible.

Through the cheers 
and stolen bases, the 
top of the sixth ended 
with a fly ball to cen-
ter field and the game 
suddenly within reach. 
But the score was not 
the only change. The 
slow walk to the dug-
out became quick and 
steady as they took the 
field with newfound de-
termination. They had 
tasted hope and no lon-
ger carried the weight of 
defeat. They became a 
team that believed vic-
tory belonged to them.

Three batters. Strike-
out. Strikeout. A ground 
ball to second base 
– cleanly fielded and 
thrown to first. Out! 
Game over! And the 
team, nearly out of hope 
before the final inning, 
walked away victorious. 
I wonder how often life 

turns when we think 
the story is over. Some-
times the last inning 
holds more blessings 
than we imagined. 

Again and again, 
what seemed like the fi-
nal inning has become 
an opportunity to turn 
toward His blessings. 
Scripture is filled with 
such moments. As Is-
rael stood at the Red 
Sea with the enemy be-
hind them and no path 
ahead, the Lord made 
a way where there was 
none (Exodus 14). The 
Samaritan woman came 
to the well weary of life, 
yet she left changed by 
meeting Jesus (John 4).

But one of the most 
caring and often over-
looked stories is found 
at the city gate of Nain, 
where Jesus met a wid-
ow following the body of 

her only son. If ever life 
looked like the final in-
ning, surely it was then. 
The tender moment 
comes when Jesus 
speaks to her tears: “Do 
not cry.” Before He ever 
spoke to the death of her 
son, He first spoke to 
the grief of the mother. 
He stepped into her sor-
row and met her in her 
heartbreak – where grief 
seemed to have the final 
word, Jesus revealed 
that sorrow is never un-
seen in the presence of 
God (Luke 7:11–17). 

Honestly, we’ve all 
stood in what felt like 
the last inning, when 
doorways and avenues 
seemed blocked. We 
have come to dry wells, 
longing for a fresh drink. 

And Jesus has met 
us, speaking to our fear 
and meeting us in our 

tears. 
So if you find your-

self standing at a gate 
of sorrow, beside a dry 
well, or before an obsta-
cle you cannot move, 
remain in hope. What 
feels like the final in-
ning may yet become 
the place of His greatest 
blessing. His greatest 
work may still be yet to 
come.

See, I am doing a new 
thing! Now it springs up; 
do you not perceive it? I 
am making a way in the 
wilderness and streams 
in the wasteland (Isaiah 
43:19).

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

When hope took the field
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Just a loving family seeking to serve God and others.

Sunday Worship - 10 AM
(Also on Facebook) 

3803 Coastal Hwy,
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(850) 745- 8412

Dr. James Needham, Pastor

we’v
e b

een
 mak

ing
 lo

ng

im
pr

ov
e y

ou
r m

oo
d..

.
co

mmut
es

 a 
bl

es
sin

g
sin

ce
 19

98



www.thewakullasun.com  THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, May 7, 2026 – Page 9A

Obituaries
DEATH NOTICES
• June Cox Allen, 80, of Crawfordville, died April 27, 
2026.
• James Edward Asbell, 82, of Crawfordville, died April 

30, 2026.
• Randy Hopper, 70, of Crawfordville, died April 28, 2026.

Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-926-
5919, www.family� c.com.

Sheriff ’s Report
This report is for ac-

tivity April 24 to May 6. 
There were 1,372 total 
calls for service during 
the week; 18 arrests; 61 
traffic stops.

FRIDAY, APRIL 24

• Deputy Lexi Kreitlow 
responded to Otter Lake 
Road in reference to a 
burglary complaint. Con-
tact was made with the 
reporting party, who ad-
vised a subject known to 
him entered his residence 
while he was at work and 
removed his 6x10 inch 
speaker. He advised the 
speaker is valued at $50. 
There were no witnesses 
to the incident and no 
surveillance video avail-
able at this time.

SATURDAY, APRIL 25

• Deputy Kory Smith 
conducted a traffic stop 
near Ivan Church Road 
and Crawfordville High-
way. During the stop, 
Deputy Todd Kent, who 
was assisting, was giv-
en consent to search. 
During the search, a 
small amount of marija-
na was located and seized 
for destruction. The driv-
er was given a verbal 
warning for not wearing a 
seatbelt. The seized mar-
ijuana was submitted for 
destruction. 

• Deputy Jackson 
Kittrell conducted a traf-
fic stop on a motorcycle 
for tag attached not as-
signed. While attempt-
ing to gain the driver’s 
information, he provided 
a false name to Deputy 
Kittrell. After some time, 
the driver came forth with 
his real name. During the 
stop, it was discovered 
that he did not possess a 
valid license or a motor-
cycle endorsement. He 
was also deemed a ha-
bitual traffic offender and 
had numerous Driving 
While License Suspend-
ed or Revoked (DWLSR) 
convictions. Dispatch 
also advised he had out-
standing warrant from 
Leon County. Due to all 
the information gathered, 
he was placed under ar-
rest and transported to 
the county jail without 
further incident. 

• Deputy Todd Kent re-
sponded to Walmart for a 
report of a shoplifting in-
cident that occurred sev-
eral days prior. Asset Pro-
tection  was attempting 
to locate information on a 
subject due to her ID be-

ing in the lost and found 
at Walmart. In reference 
to this report, the shop-
lifting occurred on April 
23 at approximately 2 
p.m. hours. AP stated she 
reviewed video footage 
of the subject checking 
out via self-checkout on 
April 23. Asset Protection 
stated the subject did 
not scan a pair of shoes 
valued at $25.98, toma-
toes valued at $1.01, and 
an avocado valued at 60 
cents. The total value of 
the shoplifted items is 
reported to be $27.59. 
The subject placed these 
items into the shopping 
bags, paid for other items 
she scanned, exited past 
the last point of sale at 
approximately 2:30 p.m., 
and left the area in a lime 
green SUV. Case forward-
ed to CID.

• Deputy Jonathan Kil-
bourn responded to Cora 
Mae Drive in reference to 
a citizen calling in stating 
a subject had stolen her 
phone. She advised the 
two hung out for most of 
the day and when they re-
turned home, he brought 
up a conversation about 
her being friends with 
other men. She advised 
the subject got up to leave 
the residence and took 
her phone in the process. 
At this time, she advised 
she wanted to give the 
subject an opportunity to 
return the phone without 
pursuing charges. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 26

• Deputy Kory Smith 
responded to Preston Cir-
cle in reference to a theft 
that occurred sometime 
over the weekend. The 
reporting party stated 
an unknown subject had 
taken a total of 24 cans of 
wood stain from the back 
of the restaurant over the 
weekend. She advised the 
cans were last seen on 
Friday, April 24th. While 
speaking with her, she 
advised there were no 
security cameras or vid-
eo footage of the incident 
and valued the stain at 
approximately $500. She 
requested this report be 
taken for informational 
purposes. 

• Deputy Dylan Buck-
halt conducted a traf-
fic stop on a vehicle in 
the area of Spring Creek 
Highway and Jack Crum 
Road for unlawful speed. 
Contact was made with 
the driver, and the smell 
of marijuana was detect-
ed emanating from the 

vehicle. The driver ad-
vised she did not possess 
a medical marijuana card 
and a probable cause 
search of the vehicle was 
conducted. The search 
produced 11 grams of a 
green leafy substance in 
addition to two smoking 
devices. The parapherna-
lia and leafy substance 
were seized for destruc-
tion and she was issued 
a warning for the traffic 
violation. 

MONDAY, APRIL 27

• A citizen called the 
Sheriff’s Office advising 
that an unknown male 
was caught on her camera 
breaking into her shed at 
approximately 1:30 this 
morning. She also ad-
vised that the shed was 
completely ransacked to 
the point she was un-
sure of what, if anything, 
was missing. Dep. Aimee 
Hoagland made contact 
with the complainant and 
took the report.

• A citizen called in re-
porting that a Walmart 
delivery driver had dam-
aged her gate. Dep. Ian 
Kilbourn took the report 
for this case.

• Multiple callers no-
tified the Sheriff’s Office 
of a vehicle swerving ex-
cessively and going off 
the road multiple times 
on Crawfordville Hwy. Lt. 
Anthony Paul conducted 
a stop by Publix on Craw-
fordville Hwy. The driv-
er had initially stopped 
but then pulled off again 
prompting Lt. Paul to ask 
for backup. The driver 
pulled over again at the 
Circle K where addition-
al units arrived. Flori-
da Highway Patrol was 
contacted to assist with 
a breath test. Coastal 
responded to tow the ve-
hicle and the driver was 
placed under arrest and 
transported to the county 
jail without incident.

TUESDAY, APRIL 28

• A citizen reported that 
he allowed an employee 
to use his credit card for 
business purposes only. 
He discovered the em-
ployee had misused the 
card for personal gain. 
A total of approximate-
ly $25,000 was charged 
against his account, how-
ever the reporting party 
did not want to pursue 
charges and signed a 
non-prosecution.

• A citizen reported 
that she responded to an 
ad via YouTube reference 
to debt consolidation. 
She was to send approx-
imately $500 a month for 

a year and help pay off 
her debt of $20,000. After 
making her first payment 
of $533.67 she realized 
she had been scammed. 
Case forwarded to CID.

• Deputy Ian Kilbourn 
responded to Purify Bay 
Road in reference to a 
found firearm. Contact 
was made with the re-
porting party who ad-
vised he was walking 
his dog in the St. Marks 
Wildlife Refuge at Otter 
Lake Road, when he lo-
cated a loaded Stoeger 
P350 12 gauge shotgun 
in the bushes near the 
walk trail. He advised he 
took possession of the 
firearm and transported 
it back to his residence, 
later contacting Law En-
forcement to report his 
findings. The firearm was 
seized at this time for safe 
keeping. 

WEDNESDAY, 
APRIL 29

• Deputy Arturo Cor-
doba conducted a traf-
fic stop where the driver 
admitted to knowing his 
license was suspended 
and was currently trying 
to reinstate it. Due to the 
driver’s admission, he 
was provided an Notice 
To Appear. 

• Deputy Todd Kent re-
sponded to Mathers Farm 
Road in reference to Ver-
izon accounts being un-
knowingly opened. The 
reporting party stated he 
received a Verizon bill for 
$2,668.50 in reference to 
two cell phone numbers 
that he does not possess. 
He stated he has not sus-

tained a financial loss. He 
stated he contacted Veri-
zon and Verizon request-
ed a report number to re-
solve the matter. 

• Deputy Dylan 
Buckhalt responded to 
Walmart in reference to 
a suspicious person com-
plaint. Contact was made 
with an unidentified male 
on scene. Through data 
mining by responding 
deputies, the subject was 
identified. An active tres-
pass warning was locat-
ed for the subject at the 
above location. He was 
subsequently placed un-
der arrest and transport-
ed to the Wakulla County 
Jail without further inci-
dent.

THURSDAY, APRIL 30

• Deputy Joshua Park-
er conducted a traffic 
stop at the intersection of 
Emily Lane and Wakul-
la Springs Road due to 
faulty equipment. During 
the stop it was discovered 
the driver did not possess 
a valid driver’s license. 
This information was 
discovered when he pro-
duced his identification 
card along with provid-
ing his name and date of 

birth to dispatch. Due to 
this, he was placed under 
arrest and transported to 
the county jail without 
further incident. 

• Deputy Lexi Kreitlow 
responded to Walmart in 
reference to a theft com-
plaint. Contact was made 
with Asset Protection and 
a female who failed to 
scan multiple items in the 
self-checkout aisle. She 
was subsequently placed 
under arrest and trans-
ported to the Wakulla 
County Jail. She was also 
issued a Trespass Warn-
ing for the location.

FRIDAY, MAY 1

• A citizen discov-
ered three unauthorized 
charges against his bank 
account. The charges 
were for $1,081.57 via 
Amazon. He did not make 
the purchases nor did 
he authorize the trans-
actions. This report was 
written for bank purpos-
es only.

Report suspicious or 
illegal activity at 850-
745-7100, or call 911 for 
emergencies. 

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA, 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
with the Florida Retirement System. 2015-6207 EXP 5/17

RICP®

RETIREMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

REAL ESTATE SALES -
TURN IT INTO MONEY $$$
CONSIGNORS WANTED NOW!

Now Accepting Real Estate Consignments For Our 
2026 Multi-Property Auction 

Seeking: 
• FL, West Coast Area
• Commercial & Residential Properties
• NO Commission to Sellers
• We Pay Brokers!!
• Open to Private & Investor 

Properties

Consign at: (863) 644-6681 | auction@higgenbotham.com
www.higgenbotham.com

REAL ESTATE SALES -
TURN IT INTO MONEY $$$

In 
Cooperation
With:
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USE THE NEWS 

1. A KENTUCKY 
DERBY FIRST

Cherie DeVaux 
made history when 
her horse, Gold-
en Tempo, won the 
Kentucky Derby. 
She became the 
first female trainer 
ever to win the fa-
mous race. DeVaux 
did not always plan 
to train racehorses. 
She once studied to 
go to medical school, 
but later changed 
paths and began 
working with horses 
at a racetrack. With 
help from mentors, 
family, and years of 
hard work, she built 
a successful career. 
Golden Tempo was 
not expected to win, 
but the horse raced 
ahead near the end 
and gave DeVaux 
a victory she once 
never imagined. 
Write a short para-
graph about a 
time when chang-
ing plans could 
lead to something 
good. Use Cherie 
DeVaux’s story as 
an example, and 
explain how hard 
work, help from oth-
ers, and believing in 
yourself can make a 
big difference.

2. TIMMY THE 
WHALE SWIMS 

FREE

A humpback 
whale nicknamed 
Timmy was rescued 
after being stuck 
for weeks in shal-
low water near Ger-
many. Timmy was 
about 40 feet long 
and weighed around 
26,000 pounds, so 
moving him was 
not easy. Rescuers 
tried several ways 
to help, including 
removing fishing 
net from his body 
and digging a chan-
nel in the water. Fi-
nally, they guided 
him into a large wa-
ter-filled barge and 
towed him to the 
North Sea, where he 
was released. The 
rescue showed how 
much people cared 
about one whale, 
while also remind-
ing everyone that 
many sea animals 
are hurt by fish-
ing nets and un-
safe oceans. Create 
a rescue update for 
a classroom news 
board. In 4 to 6 
sentences, explain 
what happened to 
Timmy, how rescu-

ers helped him, and 
why ocean safety 
matters for whales 
and dolphins.

3. A TREASURE 
HUNT IN SAN 
FRANCISCO

People in San 
Francisco are 
searching for a bur-
ied treasure chest 
filled with 10,000 
one-dollar coins. 
The chest weighs 
about 150 pounds 
and is hidden about 
one foot under-
ground somewhere 
in the city. The trea-
sure hunt began 
when mysterious 
clues were posted 
online in the form 
of a poem. Soon, 
people used maps, 
shovels, bikes, fer-
ries, and lots of 

creative thinking to 
search parks and fa-
mous places around 
San Francisco. 
Some people tried 
using technology 
to solve the clues, 
while others be-
lieved local knowl-
edge and careful 
observation would 
help more. Even 
if they do not find 
the money, many 
treasure hunters 
say the adventure 
itself is part of the 
fun. Write your own 
short treasure clue 
for a hidden object 
somewhere in your 
school or classroom. 
Then write 3 to 5 
sentences explain-
ing where your clue 
would lead, what 
details a good trea-
sure hunter would 
need to notice, and 

why solving clues 
can be exciting.

4. CHONKERS 
THE SEA LION

A huge sea lion 
nicknamed Chonk-
ers has become a 
surprise star at San 
Francisco’s Pier 39. 
Chonkers is a Steller 
sea lion, which is 
much bigger than 
the California sea 
lions that usually 
rest on the docks 
there. Experts think 
he may weigh be-
tween 1,500 and 
2,000 pounds. Vis-
itors have rushed 
to the pier to take 
pictures and watch 
him lounge near the 
smaller sea lions. 
Scientists say he 
may have traveled 
from farther north 
and found plenty 
of fish to eat in San 
Francisco Bay. Even 

though Chonkers 
stands out, peo-
ple have enjoyed 
watching him try to 
fit in with the other 
sea lions. Pretend 
you are making an 
animal profile card 
for Chonkers. Write 
5 sentences that de-
scribe what kind of 
animal he is, why 
people are excit-
ed to see him, and 
what makes Pier 39 
a good place for sea 
lions to rest.

5. COWS ON 
SOLAR FARMS

A solar farm in 
Tennessee is testing 
a new idea: letting 
cattle graze under 
solar panels. The 
farm has rows of 
panels that make 
electricity from sun-
light, but instead of 
gravel underneath, 
there is green pas-

ture for cows and 
calves. Workers 
move the cattle 
from one area to an-
other every few days 
so the animals can 
eat grass while the 
panels still make 
power. The shade 
from the panels 
may help cattle stay 
cooler, drink less 
water, and avoid 
heat stress. Sup-
porters hope this 
kind of project can 
help farmers earn 
money, protect 
farmland, and cre-
ate cleaner energy 
at the same time. 
Draw a picture of 
a farm that uses 
both animals and 
solar power. Under 
your drawing, write 
a short explanation 
of how the cows, 
grass, shade, and 
solar panels could 
all work together. 
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QUALITY LAWN
& TRACTOR LLC

RES. & COMMERCIAL
* MOWING *  TRIMMING

* EDGING
* HEDGE TRIMMING

For all your
lawn service needs

850-363-6341   Lic&Ins

BIG BEND TOWING, INC
*TOWING  *ROADSIDE ASST.
*JUMP START
*TIRE CHANGE
*LOCK OUT
*FUEL

CALL BILLY HAYNIE
850-631-2361

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562 

www.allcornleather.com
John Allcorn Leather
Bags, Belts, Holsters

Some work on Shoes and tack
Also – Custom Products

SERVICES

Susan 
Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
SchatzmanSusan@gmail.com

734 Shadeville Road
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

®

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

TREE TRIMMING 
and REMOVAL

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY SERVICES

• Storm Damage 
• Tree Preservation 
Michael Mongeon

ISA Certified  Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment 

Qualified 850-421-8104

Tree trimming

Carol Ann 
Williams

Email or Text Me 
CarolAnn@LarsonPark.com

LarsonPark.com Broker Associate,-
Realtor  

850-566-9293 • Local In-Person Service

arson Park Realty
Commercial & Residential

Listing Properties for 
Sale or Manage!

Member of Chamber of 
Commerce and the 

Better Business Bureau

• Quality Residential and Commercial 
Repainting

• Pressure Washing

• Lift Available In House

• Wood Rot Repairs

• Deck Restoration

• Cabinet Painting

Locally Owned 
& Operated 

Serving Wakulla & 

Surrounding Counties

Since 1993
Member of Chamber of 

Better Business Bureaulicensed & insured
Jim Porter  &  Todd Porter

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

FOR QUALITY 
AND SERVICE 

THAT WILL
FLOOR 

YOU
Call Today for your 
FREE Estimate

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
LHFQuality 

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
850745-8723

Hardwood Engineered
Floating Flooring
Glue Downs
Nail Downs

Laminate 
& Vinyl

Installation Services:

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

4 0   A C R E S
F O R  S A L E
D. E. BILLINGSLEY

L i c .  R e a L  e s tat e  B R o k e R    

850-510-3309
www.debi l l ings ley.com

Lawn Service

towing Service

Your LocaL Water 
Diversion speciaList

www.newvisiongutters.com
448   220   2311

Lori L. Lewis
Chief Executive Offi cer

sendmethebillLLC@gmail.com
Cell 717-413-6761
Fax 717-256-7199
www.SendMeTheBill.net

1037 Gulf Shore Blvd.
Alligator Point, FL 32346

Please 
Recycle

Sandulls Custom
Construction Solutions, LLC

850-666- 2435
Concrete - Stone - Masonry - Carpentry
Rot/Repairs – Remodels- Renovations
Landscape / Hardscape Skidsteer work

Junk Removal 
- Free eStimateS -

Gerald Brown 
PhotographyPhotography

• Licensed Drone Operator
•Beach Portraits
•Special Occasions

•Events
850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto

Bonnie Holub
Certi�ied Life Coach

850-570-8271
BonnietheLifeCoach.com

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

It isn’t about how 
your life looks to others…

Its about how it feels to you!

Local - Family owned

Storm & Cleanups
Tile Work to Landscaping; 

Mowing; Small Tractor work;
Junk/Car Debris; Furniture/

 Appliance Removal

What you Got?

HANDYMAN SERVICES
850-491-1055 
850-509-4762

Free 
Estimates

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND WDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

DEBRA NEW,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND BENEFICIARIES
OF RUSSELL A. SMITH, DECEASED
DEFENDANTS. 

April 23, 30, May, 7, 14, 2026

Case No.: 2026-CA-54

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Ethan Brown 
As Deputy Clerk

NOTICE OF ACTION
To: Unknown Heirs and Beneficiaries of Russell A. Smith, Deceased
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to partition real property pursuant to 
Florida Statute Chapter 64 has been filed against you. This action involves 
real property in Wakulla County, Florida (the “Property”) more particularly 
described as:

TRACT NO. 15, OF AN UNRECORDED PLAT OF SHADY ACRES: 
COMMENCING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SECTION 24, 
TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, (MARKED BY A CONCRETE 
MONUMENT BURIED IN COUNTY ROAD); THENCE RUN NORTH 
00 DEGREES 21 MINUTES 24 SECONDS EAST ALONG THE EAST 
BOUNDARY OF SECTION 24, 1,321.4 FEET; THENCE NORTH 89 
DEGREES 26 MINUTES WEST 1,688.65 FEET TO AN IRON PIPE, 
WHICH IS THE POINT OF BEGINNING. FROM THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING, CONTINUE TO RUN NORTH 89 DEGREES 26 MINUTES WEST 
230 FEET TO AN IRON PIPE, THENCE RUN SOUTH 01 DEGREES 08 
MINUTES 55 SECONDS EAST 186.09 FEET TO THE NORTH RIGHT 
OF WAY OF A COUNTY ROAD, THENCE RUN SOUTH 88 DEGREES 
05 MINUTES 30 SECONDS EAST ALONG THE NORTH BOUNDARY 
OF SAID COUNTY ROAD, 230.0 FEET TO AN IRON PIPE, THENCE 
RUN NORTH 1 DEGREES 04 MINUTES 50 SECONDS WEST 191.47 
FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. BEING SITUATE IN THE 
SOUTH 112 OF THE SOUTHEAST 114 OF SECTION 24, TOWNSHIP 
2 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, AND BEING OTHERWISE DESCRIBED 
AS TRACT NO. 15 OF AN UNRECORDED PLAT OF SHADY ACRES. 
TOGETHER WITH THAT CERTAIN MOBILE HOME LOCATED 
THEREON, DESCRIBED AS A 2002 PIONEER WITH VIN NUMBERS 
PH1124GA19527A AND PH1124GA19527B.
Parcel Identification Number: 24-2S-O 1 W -000-04008-004
Property Address: 20 McMahon Drive, Crawfordville, Florida 32322

This action was instituted in the Second Judicial Circuit Court, Wakulla Coun-
ty, Florida, and is styled Debra New vs. Unknown Heirs and Beneficiaries 
of Russell A. Smith, deceased, Unknown Heirs and Beneficiaries of Willie 
M. Shorrock, deceased, Unknown Heirs and Beneficiaries of Milford Jen-
sen, deceased, and Unknown Heirs and Beneficiaries of Mildred Jensen, 
deceased, County of Wakulla, In the State of Florida. You are required to 
serve a copy of your written defenses, if any, to it on the Plaintiffs Attorney, 
Michele Diglio-Benkiran, Esquire, whose address is C/0 Legal Counsel, P.A., 
13330 West Colonial Drive, Unit 110, Winter Garden, Florida 34787, on or 
before May 15, 2026 and file the original with the clerk of this court either 
before service on the Plaintiffs Attorney or immediately thereafter; otherwise 
a default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint 
or petition.
WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Crawfordville, Florida 15th day 
of December, 2026.

NOTICE of action

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice under Fictitious Name Law, pursuant to Section 856.09, Florida 
Statutes. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, Megan Penik, 
desiring to engage in business under the fictitious name of

ThE STITChy FlAMINgO
Located at 184 Linzy Store Road, Crawfordville FL 32327
In the County of Wakulla
Intends to register the said name with the Division of Corporation of the 
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Published on May 7, 2026

NOTICE OF FICTITIOUS NAME
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Home Improvement/Service 

PROTECT YOUR HOME from 
pests safely and affordably. 
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, 
Termite, Spiders and other 
pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or 
inspection today 1-833-542-
1732 Have zip code of prop-
erty ready when calling! 

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months! Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts avail-
able. Call: 1-833-754-2465

Miscellaneous 

Donate your vehicle to help 
find missing children and 
prevent abduction. Fast free 
pickup, running or not, 24 hr 
response. No emission test 
required, maximum tax de-
duction. Support Find the 
Children, call: 1-833-546-
7050. 

Medical 

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERA-
PY USERS! Discover Oxygen 
Therapy That Moves with You 
with Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE infor-
mation kit. Call 1-833-661-
3729 

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! A cheaper alternative 
to high drugstore prices! 50 
Pill Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-877-349-1243 

Medical 

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! Re-
duce premiums and out-of-
pocket costs while getting 
the coverage you need! Call 
now for a competitive free 
quote. 1-877-351-3442. 
Plus... Income based govern-
ment subsidies are available 
for those that qualify! 

Wanted to Buy 

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-0211 

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! 
Looking for 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
These brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-833-641-6789 

CASH FOR YOUR COLLEC-
TIONS Lladro, Swarovski, 
Lalique, Disney, Boehm, Ar-
mani, Herend, Royal Copen-
hagen & All Other Similar Por-
celain & Crystal ANY FORM 
OF GOLD & STERLING SILVER 
Bob 843-385-5097 

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy process: 
Call, get cash offer and get 
paid. Call today for your fair 
cash offer: 1-321-603-3026 

STATE WIDE CLASSIFIEDS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF:
ANN P. CAUSSEAUX,
DECEDENT.
DIVISION: PROBATE

File No.  2026 CP 65
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of Ann P. Causseaux, deceased, whose date 
of death was February 17, 2026, is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla 
County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville 
Hwy, Crawfordville, FL  32327.  The names and addresses of the personal 
representative and the personal representative’s attorney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER 
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or 
demands against decedent’s estate must file their claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S 
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice is April 30, 2026.

Attorney for Personal Representative:
Sean T. Desmond
Attorney
Florida Bar Number: 299870
2121-C Killarney Way
Tallahassee, FL  32309
Telephone: (850) 312-5112
E-Mail: sean@sunshinelegacylaw.com
Secondary E-Mail: gracie@sunshinelegacylaw.com

Personal Representative:
JoAnne Causseaux Lopez
630 Graham Rd.
New Market, TN 37820

April 30, May 7, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
RICHARD ANDREW SOSEBEE,
DECEASED
DIVISION: PROBATE

CASE NO: 2026-CP-66
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of Richard Andrew Sosebee, deceased, 
File 2026-CP-    66 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, 
Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville 
Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327. The name and address of the personal 
representative and the personal representative’s attorney is set forth below.
 All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s Estate including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
 All other creditors of the Decedent and persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s Estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
 ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
SECTION 733.702 FLORIDA STATUTES,WILL BE FOREVER BARRED..
 The date of the first publication of this Notice is April 30, 2026.
Attorney for Personal Representative:
Frances Casey Lowe, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 521450
Frances Casey Lowe, P.A.
68-A Feli Way
Crawfordville, Florida 32327
(850) 926-8245 

Personal Representative:
Virginia Toole Sosebee
277 Mashes Sands
Panacea, FL 32346

April 30. May 7, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF:
ANGELA DAVERSA A/K/A ANGELA D’AVERSA,
DECEDENT.
DIVISION: PROBATE

CASE NO.: 26-CP-54
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of ANGELA DAVERSA a/k/a ANGELA 
D’AVERSA, Deceased, Case No. 26-CP-54 is pending in the Circuit Court 
for Wakulla County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is Clerk 
of Court, Wakulla County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 
Clerk of Court, Wakulla County Courthouse, 3056 Crawfordville Highway, 
Crawfordville, FL 32327. The names and addresses of the Petitioner and the 
Petitioner’s Attorney are set out at the end of this Notice.
ALL CREDITORS ARE NOTIFIED THAT:
All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this Court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER 
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of Decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s estate must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 
3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET  FORTH IN 
SECTION 733.702, FLORIDA STATUTES, WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S 
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The Personal Representative or curator has no duty to discover whether 
property held at the time of the decedent’s death by the decedent or the 
decedent’s surviving spouse is property to which the Florida Uniform 
Disposition of Community Property Rights at Death Act as described in 
sections 732.216-732.228, applies, or may apply, unless a written demand is 
made by a creditor as specified under section 732.2211.
The date of first publication of this notice is April 30, 2026.
Petitioner:
Peter Daversa
31 Shelby Dr., 
Crawfordville, FL 32327

/s/ Sean W. Gellis
SEAN W. GELLIS
Florida Bar No. 105924
GELLIS LAW, PLLC
2931 Crawfordville Hwy
Crawfordville, FL 32327
Phone: 561-371-2848
sean@gellislaw.com

April 30, May 7, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF:
CODY L CASTILLO,
DECEDENT.
DIVISION: PROBATE

CASE NO.: 26-CP-60
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of CODY L CASTILLO, Deceased, Case 
No. 26-CP-60 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the address of which is Clerk of Court, Wakulla County, 
Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is Clerk of Court, Wakulla 
County Courthouse, 3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, FL 32327. 
The names and addresses of the Petitioner and the Petitioner’s Attorney are 
set out at the end of this Notice.
ALL CREDITORS ARE NOTIFIED THAT:
All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this Court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER 
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of Decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s estate must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 
3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET  FORTH IN 
SECTION 733.702, FLORIDA STATUTES, WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S 
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The Personal Representative or curator has no duty to discover whether 
property held at the time of the decedent’s death by the decedent or the 
decedent’s surviving spouse is property to which the Florida Uniform 
Disposition of Community Property Rights at Death Act as described in 
sections 732.216-732.228, applies, or may apply, unless a written demand is 
made by a creditor as specified under section 732.2211.
The date of first publication of this notice is April 30, 2026.
Petitioner:
Makayla Harvey-Castillo
223 Fulton Harvey Rd., 
Crawfordville, FL 32327

/s/ Sean W. Gellis
SEAN W. GELLIS
Florida Bar No. 105924
GELLIS LAW, PLLC
2931 Crawfordville Hwy
Crawfordville, FL 32327
Phone: 561-371-2848
sean@gellislaw.com

April 30, May 7, 2026

NOTICE to creditorsNOTICE to creditors

Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

50 Years 
Experience

Since 1975

850-443-5901

By Appointment 
Only

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND WDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

RANDOLPH SMITH,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
AKIRBY HOLDINGS, LLC; KATIE WILLIAMS RASHED; JEROME A. 
HAWKINS; DEL VERNA RUTH HAWKINS HENRY; DOROTHY LEE 
HAWKINS; ALBERT HAWKINS, JR. DECEASED, ANY UNKNOWN 
SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISES, GRANTEES, CREDITORS, ASSIGNS, AND 
ALL OTHER PARTIES CLAIMING BY THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST 
HIM; JOEL R. LAY AND BARBARA N. LAY,
DEFENDANTS. 

May, 7, 14, 21, 28, 2026

Case No.: 2025 CA 14

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

NOTICE OF ACTION
To: KATIE WILLIAMS RASHED
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Complaint for Access has been filed on the 
following property in Wakulla County, Florida:

THE WEST 15 FEET OF THE FOLLOWING PARCEL:
THE SOUTH 8 ACRES OF THE NORTH 40 ACRES OF THE SOUTH-
EAST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 24, 
TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORI-
DA, AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
BEGIN AT A CONCRETE MONUMENT MARKING THE SOUTHEAST
CORNER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 24, TOWN-
SHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
AND THENCE RUN NORTH 01 DEGREES 54 MINUTES 39 SEC-
ONDS EAST ALONG THE EAST BOUNDARY OF SAID SOUTHWEST 
QUARTER 281.46 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT, THENCE 
RUN WEST 1357.63 FEET TO THE WEST BOUNDARY OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID 
SECTION 24, THENCE RUN SOUTH 02 DEGREES 32 MINUTES 31 
SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID WEST BOUNDARY 281.58 FEET TO 
A ST. JOE PAPER COMPANY CONCRETE MONUMENT, THENCE 
RUN EAST ALONG THE SOUTH BOUNDARY OF SAID SOUTHEAST 
QUARTER 1360.73 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING CONTAIN-
ING 8.78 ACRES, MORE OR LESS.
AND THE SOUTH 15 FEET OF THE FOLLOWING PARCELS:
THE EAST ONE-HALF OF SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SOUTHWEST
QUARTER OF SOUTHWEST QUARTER (E 1/2 SE 1/4 SW 1/4 OF SW 
1/4) OF SECTION 24, TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, AND 
CONTAINING FIVE (5) ACRES, MORE OR LESS.
AND
THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF 
SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SOUTHWEST QUARTER (SW 1/4 OF 
SE 1/4 OF SW 1/4 OF SW 1/4) CONTAINING 2.50 ACRES, MORE OR 
LESS.
AND
THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF 
THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER (SW 1/4 OF SW 1/4 OF SW 1/4) OF 
SECTION 24, TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, CONTAINING 
10 ACRES, MORE OR LESS.
AND
COMMENCE AT A ST. JOE PAPER COMPANY CONCRETE MON-
UMENT MARKING THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SECTION 23, 
TOWNSHP 2 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, WAKULLA COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA, AND RUN NORTH 00 DEGREES 02 MINUTES 59 SECONDS 
WEST ALONG THE EASTERLY BOUNDARY OF SAID SECTION 
23 (AS MONUMENTED) A DISTANCE OF 711.07 FEET TO A CON-
CRETE MONUMENT (MARKED #2919), THENCE RUN NORTH 89 DE-
GREES 24 MINUTES 12 SECONDS EAST 36.82 FEET TO A RE-ROD 
(MARKED #4261), MARKING THE POINT OF BEGINNING. FROM 
SAID POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTINUE NORTH 89 DEGREES 24 
MINUTES 12 SECONDS EAST 264.88 FEET TO A CONCRETE MON-
UMENT (MARKED #2919), THENCE RUN NORTH 00 DEGREES 02 
MINUTES 25 SECONDS WEST 699.64 FEET TO A CONCRETE MON-
UMENT (MARKED #2919), THENCE RUN NORTH 88 DEGREES 26 
MINUTES 01 SECONDS WEST 308.37 FEET TO A ST. JOE PAPER 
COMPANY CONCRETE MONUMENT, THENCE RUN NORTH 89 DE-
GREES 31 MINUTES 26 SECONDS WEST 612.22 FEET TO A CON-
CRETE MONUMENT (MARKED #1254), THENCE RUN SOUTH 00 
DEGREES 01 MINUTES 21 SECONDS WEST 377.29 FEET TO A RE-
ROD (MARKED #4261), THENCE RUN EAST 655.92 FEET TO A RE-
ROD (MARKED #4261), THENCE RUN SOUTH 328.45 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING CONTAINING 10.00 ACRES, MORE OR LESS.
TOGETHER WITH A 20.00-FOOT-WIDE INGRESS AND EGRESS 
EASEMENT BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS:
COMMENCE AT A ST. JOE PAPER COMPANY CONCRETE MON-
UMENT MARKING THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SECTION 23, 
TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, WAKULLA COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA, AND RUN SOUTH 89 DEGREES 33 MINUTES 04 SECONDS 
WEST ALONG THE SOUTH BOUNDARY OF SAID SECTION 23 (AS 
MONUMENTED) A DISTANCE OF 592.49 FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING. FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING, RUN NORTH 00 
DEGREES 01 MINUTES 21 SECONDS WEST 1044.62 FEET, THENCE 
RUN WEST 20.00 FEET TO A RE-ROD (MARKED #4261), THENCE 
RUN SOUTH 00 DEGREES 01 MINUTES 21 SECONDS EAST 1044.77 
FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT (MARKED #1254) LYING ON 
THE SOUTH BOUNDARY OF SAID SECTION 23, THENCE RUN 
NORTH 89 DEGREES 33 MINUTES 04 SECONDS EAST ALONG 
SAID SOUTH BOUNDARY A DISTANCE OF 20.00 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING.

Thas been filed against you and others, and you are required to serve a copy 
of your written defenses, if any, to it on JAMES C. THOMPSON, ESQUIRE, 
SMITH, THOMPSON, SHAW, COLON & POWER, P.A., Plaintiff’s attorneys, 
3520 Thomasville Road, Fourth Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32309-3469, no 
more than thirty (30) days from the first publication date of this Notice of 
Action, and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service 
on Plaintiff’s attorneys or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a default will be 
entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition.
WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Crawfordville, Florida 30th day 
of April, 2026.

NOTICE of action

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
MARIE FAYE BUSSEY a/k/a MIDGE BUSSEY,
DECEASED
DIVISION: PROBATE

CASE NO: 2026-CP-67
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of Marie Faye Bussey a/k/a Midge Bussey, 
deceased, File 2026-CP-    67 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla 
County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville 
Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327. The name and address of the personal 
representative and the personal representative’s attorney is set forth below.
 All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s Estate including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
 All other creditors of the Decedent and persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s Estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
 ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
SECTION 733.702 FLORIDA STATUTES,WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
 The date of the first publication of this Notice is April 30, 2026.
Attorney for Personal Representative:
Frances Casey Lowe, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 521450
Frances Casey Lowe, P.A.
68-A Feli Way
Crawfordville, Florida 32327
(850) 926-8245 

Personal Representative:
Scott Allen Bussey
77 Decey Wallace Ln.
Crawfordville, FL 32327

April 30, May 7, 2026

Sean W. Gellis, Esq
Founder & Managing Member

561-371-2848 

Local Wakulla Attorney ~ Resident & Neighbor ~

2931 Crawfordville Hwy.  
Next to DQ

Sean@gellislaw.com
www.GellisLaw.com

A Free 
Press 
Your 

Key To 
Freedom
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 085

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that AVK REAL EsTATE LLC The holder 
of the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1001 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07808-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens 
Block 22 Lot 44
OR 1 P 220
OR 813 P 144
Name in which assessed VERONA V LLC said property being in the 
County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be 
redeemed according to law the property described in such certificate 
shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: 
June 17, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR 
Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

April 23, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 086

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that AVK REAL EsTATE LLC The holder 
of the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1040 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07954-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens 
Block 24 Lot 49
OR 2 P 652
OR 813 P 104
Name in which assessed VERONA LLC said property being in the 
County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be 
redeemed according to law the property described in such certificate 
shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: 
June 17, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR 
Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

April 23, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 087

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that AVK REAL EsTATE LLC The holder 
of the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1032 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07922-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens 
Block 24 Lot 17
OR 1 P 210
Name in which assessed RussELL J RIEs sR/shARON K RIEs 
said property being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Un-
less suchcertificate shall be redeemed according to law the property 
described in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the 
Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: June 17, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders 
must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in 
the auction.

April 23, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 088

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that AVK REAL EsTATE LLC The holder 
of the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1031 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07915-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens 
Block 24 Lot 10
OR 18 P 434
OR 813 P 107
Name in which assessed VERONA LLC said property being in the 
County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be 
redeemed according to law the property described in such certificate 
shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: 
June 17, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR 
Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

April 23, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 089

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that AVK REAL EsTATE LLC The holder 
of the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1027 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07902-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens 
Block 23 Lot 65
OR 2 P 886
OR 813 P 113
Name in which assessed VERONA LLC said property being in the 
County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be 
redeemed according to law the property described in such certificate 
shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: 
June 17, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR 
Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

April 23, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 090

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that AVK REAL EsTATE LLC The holder 
of the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1021 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07875-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens 
Block 23 Lot 37
OR 7 P 63
OR 825 P 309
Name in which assessed TARPON IV LLC said property being in the 
County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be 
redeemed according to law the property described in such certificate 
shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: 
June 17, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR 
Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

April 23, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 091

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that AVK REAL EsTATE LLC The holder 
of the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1003 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07812-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens 
Block 22 Lot 48
OR 1 P 193 & 
OR 233 P 740
Name in which assessed BARBARA ILIDAN said property being in 
the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be 
redeemed according to law the property described in such certificate 
shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: 
June 17, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR 
Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

April 23, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 092

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DONALD J ShEmwELL The holder 
of the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 371 Date of Issuance: may 29, 2019

Parcel #: 25-5s-02w-046-03368-000
Description of Property:
Aqua De Vida
Block F Lots 1 & 2
OR 12 P 190, OR 137 P 793
Name in which assessed JAmES ROBERT hARkINS/mARIE DEL 
BELChER C/O JF hARkINS said property being in the County of 
Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be redeemed 
according to law the property described in such certificate shall be 
sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: June 17, 
2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior 
to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

April 23, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on April 30, may 7, 14, 21, 2026

NOTICE of application for tax deed NOTICE of application for tax deed NOTICE of application for tax deed

CLUES ACROSS 
  1. Large dung bee-
tle
  7. Gambling game 
__-lo
 10. Further along
 12. Type of tobacco
 13. Looked for
 14. Silk fabric
 15. Computer 
method to solve 
equations
 16. As fast as can 
be done (abbr.)
 17. Tear
 18. Brews
 19. “Famous” cook-
ie baker
 21. Women’s Army 
Corps
 22. Front parts of 
an animal
 27. It’s causing 
quite a stir
 28. Beloved March 
holiday

 33. 12th letter of 
the Greek alphabet
 34. More impudent
 36. Indicates center
 37. Young woman 
(French)
 38. A cause of dis-
tress
 39. Santa’s helper
 40. Hillside
 41. Many wombs
 44. Is afraid of
 45. Popular baked 
goods ingredient
 48. Popular com-
puters
 49. Conceiving of
 50. Google certifi-
cation (abbr.)
 51. Sturdy
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Peruse quickly
  2. Automobiles
  3. Razorbill genus
 

 4. Bravo! Bravo! 
Bravo!
  5. Consumed
  6. A place to sleep
  7. Small seeds
  8. Legendary law 
man Wyatt
  9. Female sheep
 10. Indigenous 
peoples of eastern 
Siberia
 11. A place ships 
dock
 12. Reciprocal of 
sine
 14. Discomfort
 17. British Air Aces
 18. Exit sleep
 20. Solar energetic 
particle
 23. Plagues char-
acterized by starva-
tion
 24. Short musical 
composition
 25. Trauma center

 26. Habitual 
twitching 
 29. A place where 
checks are ex-
changed (abbr.)
 30. Decameter
 31. Hinged surface 
in a wing
 32. Shouting
 35. Sports official
 36. Volcanic craters
 38. Supportive de-
vice
 40. It’s part of a ro-
sary
 41. Two-toed sloth
 42. Body art
 43. Let out
 44. Foreign medical 
graduate
 45. Nonprofit jour-
nalism organization 
(abbr.)
 46. Couples say it
 47. Bird’s beak
 

 

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your 
pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 
through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the 
easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Crossword_ ____________________________________________
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Special Olympics athletes and supporters parade around the track before the games.

Jason ‘Junior” Still leads the Pledge of Allegiance. DJ Butch playing music for the event. Bean bag toss/cornhole competition.

Running with the baton for relay races.
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Florida Wild 
Mammal 
Association

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327 

FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper 
towels

• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & 

nuts

• Pedigree 
wet & dry 
dog food

• Friskies wet 
& dry cat 
food

Trusted by Wakua County for 
over 20 Years!

ESTATE 
PROBATE
FAMILY LAW
REAL ESTATE 
MEDIATION

LoweLegalAndTitle.com     (850) 926-8245

Special Olympics held at Wakulla High School

CAMPUS USA

Spring Savings  
  are in Full Bloom 

Offer subject to change without notice. 1. $25,000 minimum deposit. APY assumes interest remains on deposit until maturity. Annual Percentage 
Yield (APY) effective 4/01/2026. Penalty for early certificate withdrawal, which may reduce earnings. Ask any CAMPUS representative for more 
information about applicable fees and terms. Deposits are federally insured up to $250,000 by the National Credit Union Administration, a  
U.S. Government Agency. 2. Credit approval and initial $5 deposit required.

Membership is open to anyone in Wakulla county.2

Open your CD today!
    Call 850-894-9098 and press 5 
 � Visit us online at campuscu.com/cd-special

 Visit us at 2329 Crawfordville Hwy.    

Bring your new deposit from another financial 
institution for this great rate.

$25,000 MINIMUM
4.00APY¹

%
CD SPECIAL

9-MONTH TERM 
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