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• In last week’s front page story on the “Youth 
coalition brunch,” the cutline misidentifi ed one 
of the youths: Hiroshi Yoshioka was pictured, 
not Riley Schaefer. Both were honored with the 
“Rising Star Award.”

• At the end of the same story, the last name of 
Bonnie Wertenberger was misspelled.

We regret the errors.

Locally Owned 

Mia Withers is crowned new Miss Wakulla

Point Blank deal moves forward
The county moves forward with deal to bring in company that will create 300 jobs with salaries, benefi ts over $60,000

Partly Cloudy

Friday

Partly SunnySunny

New wrestling coach 
Shannon Smith

In a game from a couple of weeks ago, Lady War 
Eagle Allison Stephens is safe sliding into home as 
Wakulla defeated Franklin County 14-4. � e team 

has gone on to win the district title, and shel-

lacked the Suwannee Bulldogs 16-1 and moved 
up in the playo� s on Wednesday of last week with 

an 8-0 win over Wolfson. On Tuesday, the Lady 
War Eagles travel to Yulee to take on the Hornets 
in the regional semi� nals. (Photo by Perry Diss-

more)

In the playo� s

Special to The Sun

On Saturday, May 9, 
2026, at the Wakulla 
High School Auditori-
um, Mia Withers was 
crowned the 2026 Miss 
Wakulla County. Mia is 
the daughter of Lisa and 
Eddie Metcalf and the 
late Ben Withers. Con-
testants competed in the 
areas of scholastic and 
community achievement, 
short essay, personal 
interview, personal intro-
duction, on-stage ques-
tion, evening gown, and 
an on-stage judges’ final 
question. Along with be-
ing crowned Miss Wakul-
la County, Mia received a 
$1,500 scholarship.
Mia Withers won the 

Scholastic and Commu-
nity Achievement Award. 
Sophia Sarkisian won 
Best Interview and was 
voted Miss Congeniality 
by her fellow contestants. 

Kylie Lasiter received the 
Star Award. Every so 
often, the Pageant Com-
mittee presents the Star 
Award to honor a con-
testant who has shown 
exceptional growth, con-
fidence, perseverance, 
and leadership through-
out her pageant journey.
J r .  M i s s  Waku l -

la County is Brenlyn 
Hicks, daughter of Jon 
and Candace Hicks.  Kin-
ley Adkinson was voted 
Miss Congeniality by her 
fellow contestants.
Young Miss Wakulla 

County is Presley Hicks, 
also the daughter of Jon 
and Candace Hicks. Lit-
tle Miss Wakulla County 
is Charlotte Platt, daugh-
ter of Adam and Dana 
Platt. Tiny Miss Wakul-
la County is Avalynn 
Osborne, daughter of 
Shelby Osborne and Jon-
athan Davis.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Wakulla County com-
missioners voted 4-0 last 
week to move forward 
with the deal to bring 
Point Blank Enterprises 
to the county as part 
of an effort to attract 
good-paying manufac-
turing jobs for citizens.
The company, which 

makes body armor and 
tactical gear for law en-
forcement and the mili-
tary, has agreed to create 
300 jobs with salaries 
and benefits of more 
than $60,000. 
In  exchange,  the 

county has agreed to 
build a manufacturing 
facility that the compa-
ny would lease from the 
county and buy after 10 
years.
The cost of design and 

construction of the fa-

cility is underwritten by 
more than $20 million in 
grants from the Triumph 
Gulf Coast and the State 
of Florida.
Because the grant 

money is paid as re-
imbursement after the 
money is expended, the 
county also approved 
a $10 million revolving 
loan to pay for design 
and construction.
At the county commis-

sion meeting last week 
on Monday, May 4, sev-
eral citizens expressed 
concern that the county 
was spending $10 mil-
lion to support a private 
business – numerous 
officials sought to quash 
that perception, noting 
the county is pursuing a 
“net zero” policy in which 
the money for locating 
the business is paid for 
by grants or covered by 
the company.

(County Commission 
Chair Ralph Thomas has 
a Letter to the Editor on 
Page 4 expressing his 
opinion.)
The revolving loan will 

work the same way as 
the county used loans 
to pay for more than 
$100 million for sewer 
installation in Wakulla 
Gardens and Magnolia 
Gardens and improve-
ments to the wastewater 
treatment facility: taking 
out a loan to pay for ini-
tial costs and then being 
reimbursed by grants.
Clerk of Court Greg 

James explained that for 
sewer projects, the coun-
ty borrowed $68 million 
and paid some $3 million 
in fees. 
For this project, the 

county has secured a 
loan at 5.5% with fees 
and other costs to be 
paid by Point Blank, 
with the estimated cost 
at $70,000 a year.
The company wil l 

lease the building from 
the county for 10 years 
and then buy it.
Numerous speakers 

referred to bringing Point 
Blank to Wakulla as a 

“game-changer.”
Economic Develop-

ment Council Chair 
John Shuff called it a 
“momentous day for 
Wakulla County” as 
Point Blank will repre-
sent a diversification of 
the local economy away 
from being “a bedroom 
community that drive 
back and forth to Talla-
hassee every day.”
County Administrator 

David Edwards said that 
Point Blank will become 
the second largest pri-
vate employer in the 
county after St. Marks 
Powder, which has 500  
employees.
Economic Develop-

ment Coordinator Julie 
Dennis who, along with 
Beth Chichetti, worked 
to bring in Point Blank, 
anticipated the compa-
ny locating in Wakulla 
would “impact genera-

tions to come.”
Chichetti read a state-

ment from Point Blank 
Vice President Tom Stef-
fen, who was unable 
to attend the meeting, 
thanking county officials 
for working with the 
company.
County commission-

ers approved moving 
forward with the project 
by a vote of 4-0. Com-
missioner Fred Nichols 
was absent but would 
have recused himself 
from the vote as he sells 
tactical gear made by 
Point Blank to law en-
forcement.
Commissioner Valerie 

Russell said she was vot-
ing yes in the hope that 
it does bring local jobs.
Commissioner Josh 

Lawhon thanked every-
one who worked on the 
project.

By WALT JACOBS/Correspondent

On April 28th, Wakulla High School announced 
Shannon Smith as the new head coach of the 
wrestling program. 
Smith will succeed Nate Litowsky, who led the 

War Eagles to a 50-7 record in dual meets and 
qualified 14 wrestlers for the FHSAA State Cham-
pionship during his two seasons at the helm. 
Additionally, in his final season, Litowsky led 
Wakulla to an 8th place finish at the FHSAA State 
Championship (IBT) 
and a berth in the state 
semifinals at the FH-
SAA State Dual Cham-
pionship. 
Smith is no stranger 

to Wakulla wrestling. 
He competed at WHS 
from 1984-1988. Af-
ter graduation, Smith 
joined the U.S. Marine 
Corps and upon com-
pletion of his service, 
his journey eventually 
led him back to his 
hometown. 
Since his return, 

Smith has devoted him-
self to serving the com-
munity where he was raised. In 2002, when he 
found that there were no opportunities for youth 
wrestlers in Wakulla County, Smith felt compelled 
to fill that void by launching the county’s first 
youth wrestling club, known as Team Wakulla. He 
began with six wrestlers, and by 2016 the club had 
grown to 75 members. Team Wakulla, led by Smith 
and former War Eagle Coach Will Pafford, has been 
instrumental in the success Wakulla Wrestling has 
enjoyed for nearly a quarter of a century, including 
two FHSAA State Dual runner-up finishes: one in 
2019 and another in 2020.
Contemporaneously, Smith also taught at River-

springs Middle School and coached wrestling until 
2018. While there, Smith laid the foundation for 

LADY WAR EAGLES SOFTBALL ADVANCES

Delinquent 
taxes are in 
this issue
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850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned and Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304

CELEBRATING  
 37 YEARS!

Re-Sell
Store

850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

FU
L

LE
R

 C

ENTER FOR H
O

U
SIN

G

W a k u l l a

formerly 
Habitat for Humanity

Monday-Friday 8-6:30
Saturday 8-5

850-926-4677
Our current store address is 
28 McCallister Road
www.mikesfeedstore.com

MIKE’S
 FEED STORE

Congratulations on Your Success! 
The Mike’s Feed Store family is 
proud of  you & knows that you 
will do great things!
Proud Sponsor of  Student of  the Week…

God 
Bless America

  
 

Makena Glassner – 8th grader at  Riversprings Middle School
Student of the Week

Principal: Josh Sandgren

Achievements/Reason for Nomination: Makena is an 
exceptional student who consistently earns top marks in 
advanced coursework and demonstrates excellence in the 
school’s band program. In addition to her academic and 
extracurricular achievements, she has gone above and be-
yond by dedicating her time to tutoring fellow students in 
science. � rough one-on-one support and encouragement, 
Makena has worked diligently to help her classmates better 
understand key scienti� c concepts in preparation for the 8th 
grade science assessment. Her leadership, commitment, and 
willingness to help others make her truly deserving of recog-
nition as Student of the Week.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK FEATURES A DIFFERENT SCHOOL EACH WEEK. 

Wakulla Volunteers Wanted
Big Bend HospiceBig Bend Hospice

Become a Hospice Volunteer Today! 
No prior experience needed - just an open heart and a desire to help.

Apply Now!

READY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
Visit bigbendhospice.org or call Andrea Zinker
at 850-878-5310 to learn more and get started.

At Big Bend Hospice, Volunteers are essential to 
our mission of compassionate care. Whether you're 
supporting patients or helping behind the scenes, 
your time makes a lasting difference.

Florida Wild 
Mammal 
Association

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327 

FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper 
towels

• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & 

nuts

• Pedigree 
wet & dry 
dog food

• Friskies wet 
& dry cat 
food

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

ENACTED: 
December 

15, 2025
Unlike specialty 

plates, the 
America 250 

plate serves as an alternative to the standard Florida 
license plate, with all regular fees applying. Motorists 

may request the America 250 license plate at the time 
of vehicle registration or renewal.

$15 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag. 

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector
no added cost 

for 250 tag

At Trademark Homes… 
you have friends with LOW PRICES
1700 S. Jefferson St., Monticello, FL
(850) 459-4864 • call or text anytime

New / Used • Land • Home

Trademark Homes
Center

Trademark Homes
Center

Top dollar paid for your Trade-in, 
regardless of age or condition. 

In-house, on the-spot financing, 
No Minimum Credit Score Required 
and ZERO down for qualified buyers.
All credit situations considered.

2026 Model Homes Arriving Weekly!

-OPEN HOUSE DAILY-

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA, 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
with the Florida Retirement System. 2015-6207 EXP 5/17

RICP®

RETIREMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.
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Outgoing President Diane Amburn with incoming President Laura Mooser.

Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints

Wakulla Garden Club announces leadership changes
Special to The Sun

The Wakulla County Garden Club 
announced at a recent meeting  a tran-
sition in its board of directors, recog-
nizing outgoing leaders and welcoming 
new officers.

Dianne Amburn, who served as 
president since 2023, is stepping down 
to assume the role of treasurer for the 
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs. 
Her appointment will be finalized at 
the federation’s statewide convention 
in April in Kissimmee, Fla. Amburn 
will continue serving as FFGC District 
III director and will remain an active 
member of the Wakulla County Garden 
Club. She will also serve as treasurer 
for the Wekiva Youth Camp.

During her tenure and with the 
help of a talented board of directors, 
the club more than doubled its mem-
bership - now exceeding 60 active 
members - and tripled available funds 
supporting its mission. As a result of 
the leadership change, several board 
positions have been realigned to en-
sure continuity and meet the club’s 

evolving needs.
New board officers are:

• President: Laura Mooser (former 
Vice President)

• Vice President: Lucy Fountain 
• Treasurer: Fritz Bertoch (former 

Treasurer was Pam Morris)
• Secretary: Gini Lawson 
• Arbor Day Advisor: Fritz Bertoch 

(former chair was Jeannie Brodhead)
• Community Gardens Chair: Julie 

Sabados (former co-chairs were Mar-
garet Davis and Chris Hill)

• Field Trips/Outings Chair: Eulene 
Smith

• Membership Chair: Mary Cortese 
(former Secretary)

The new board will focus on install-
ing Wakulla County’s first National 
Garden Club, Inc. Blue Star Memorial 
Highway Marker to honor Wakulla 
veterans who served our country, 
expanding support for youth garden-
ing programs, surveying members to 
assess needs, and continuing support 
for local community gardens.

The Wakulla County Garden Club 
meets from noon to 2 p.m. on the 
second Wednesday of each month 
from September through April at the 
Wakulla County Library. Meetings are 
open to the public.

PUBLIC NOTICES: 
For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla 
Sun provides this Public Notice Section for 
all Public Notices not published in the Legal 

Notice section of the newspaper.
CLUES ACROSS 
  1. Notable casino destination
  6. Current units
 10. Roman military unit
 14. American lizard
 15. Fates
 17. The Yankees have lots of 
these
 19. Unhappy
 20. Mimic
 21. Remove from the record
 22. Where cargo ships dock 
(abbr.)
 23. A way to fight
 24. Turfs
 26. Contract
 29. Country along the Arabi-
an peninsula
 31. Tree species
 32. Pituitary gland secretion 
(abbr.)
 34. Perfect
 35. “Partner” to groans

 37. Jewish calendar month
 38. Where wrestlers work
 39. Egotistical
 40. Potted plants
 41. Containers
 43. Large, flightless birds
 45. Part of a book
 46. American spies
 47. Pancakes made of buck-
wheat flour
 49. Swiss river
 50. Disfigure
 53. Have surgery
 57. Formal withdrawal
 58. Early English council
 59. Area units
 60. 2,000 lbs.
 61. Siskel and __
 
  CLUES DOWN
  1. Animal jaws
  2. Small water buffalo
  3. An appliance has one

  4. Every
  5. Largest English dictionary 
(abbr.)
  6. Very skilled
  7. No more than what is 
specified
  8. Tire measurement
  9. Towers
 10. Forward
 11. Jacob __, American jour-
nalist
 12. Vale
 13. Former CIA
 16. Middle Eastern nation
 18. Exhausts
 22. South Dakota
 23. The complete duration of 
something
 24. Kids love him
 25. Singular
 27. Cod genus
 28. Mild yellow Dutch cheese
 29. Resistance unit

 30. Ancient kingdom near 
Dead Sea
 31. Cast out
 33. 60-minute periods
 35. Most worn
 36. European river
 37. Atomic mass unit
 39. Items of food
 42. Body parts
 43. Ireland
 44. Partner to Pa
 46. Sammy __, songwriter
 47. Dutch settler
 48. Full-grown pike fish
 49. Sun or solar disk
 50. Minute arachnid
 51. From a distance
 52. A monthly expense
 53. Young women’s associa-
tion
 54. Brazilian state
 55. Air freight provider
 56. Pointed end of a pen

 

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your 
pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 
through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the 
easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Crossword_ ____________________________________________

The Red Hills Quail Hunting Club made a $1,500 
donation last week to allow 4-H Shotgun Club 

members Emiliano Cadena and Parker Smith to 

travel to Nebraska to compete in the National 
4-H Shooting Sports Championships. The check 
presentation was made Thursday at Bryker Body 

Care. (Photo by Linda Ann McDonald)

Donation for 4-H travel

NOTICE OF  PUBLIC 
HEARING

The Wakulla County
Code Enforcement Special Magistrate will hold a

Public Hearing 
On May 29, 2026 at 9:00 AM 

in the Wakulla County Courthouse, Courtroom B, 
3056 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327. 

Interested parties are invited to attend and participate.
Persons with a disability needing a special accommodation 
should contact the Wakulla County Board of County 
Commissioners Administration Office at least two (2) days prior 
to the meeting at (850) 926-0919; Hearing & Voice Impaired at 
1-800-955-8771; or email at ADARequest@mywakulla.com. 
If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the 
magistrate, agency, or commission with respect to any matter 
considered at such meeting or hearing, he or she will need a 
record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she 
may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is 
made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon 
which the appeal is to be based. May 14, 2026
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Opinions

LETTERS FROM READERS

Grant money to county for Point Blank 

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 
By donating, you help us keep citi-

zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 
Your contributions will equip our 

newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.
That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our com-

munity
• More local content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 
We would very much appreciate your 

contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 
The Florida Press Foundation is 

registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.
We accept donations by card or 

check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.
Send it to Florida Press Foundation 

at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

The Wakulla Sun, Copyright © 2023 is published weekly by Hot Water Publishing, 12 Arran Road, Craw-
fordville FL. Periodicals postage is pending at Crawfordville FL. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Wakulla Sun, 12 Arran Road, Crawfordville FL 32327.

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/@TheWakullaSun
TWITTER: www.twitter.com/@TheWakullaSun Jessi Smith

DISTRIBUTON

Subscripti ons to The Wakulla Sun 
In County - $40/yr. - $25/6 mo. Out of County - $50/yr. - $30/6 mo. 

Out of State - $60/yr. - $35/6 mo.
To subscribe call (850)962-8019.

Editor/Publisher: 
William Snowden
editor@thewakullasun.com

Production Manager/IT: 
Eric Stanton

estanton@thewakullasun.com

Circulation: 
Krystal Sheppard

circulation@thewakullasun.com

Sales & Marketing 
Lynda Kinsey

lkinsey@thewakullasun.com

AWARD WINNING

NEWSPAPER

“It’s A New Day!”

Something on your mind?
Email Letters to the Editor to editor@thewakullasun.

com; or mail it � e Wakulla Sun, 12 Arran Road, 
Crawfordville FL 32327; or drop it by the o�  ce on the 

courthouse square.

Editor, The Sun:

I have heard from several citizens 
who believe tax payers money should 
not be used with private business 
ventures.  This is my answer to that 
concern.
Believe it or not, I do share your po-

sition that Government should not be 
using taxpayer money to benefit pri-
vate businesses.  In this scenario, that 
position is difficult to hold rigidly, for 
this reason.  Wakulla was included by 
State Statute in the group of 8 dispro-
portionately affected counties, relative 

to the BP oil spill.  This put Wakulla in 
the unique position of being the recip-
ient of a proportionate share of $1.5 
billion.  The statute specifies that we 
do not just receive the funds to use as 
we wish.  It has a very narrow scope 
of how we request the funds and spe-
cifically what they can be used for.  
The statutory intent for these funds 
is to encourage jobs.  These funds 
that are currently held by Gulf Tri-
umph are the citizens funds, but they 
are not funds that were received from 
taxpayers.  They are funds that were 
received from a private business with 

a specific requirement that they be 
distributed in a manner that encour-
ages new jobs in the private business 
sector.  If I rigidly hold the position 
that the citizens’ money should not 
be used in this manner that would 
mean Wakulla simply misses out on 
our proportionate share as specified 
in State law.  Such a position would 
not send that money to taxpayers, nor 
would it reduce anyone’s tax burden.  
Those funds would be distributed to 
other Counties and benefit the citi-
zens of those counties.  In my opin-
ion, it would be irresponsible for us 
to forgo those funds and miss this op-
portunity that only 8 of 67 counties 
have available to us.  I understand the 
concern that some have regarding the 
use of these funds.  It is my hope that 
this explanation helps clarify why ap-
proving this contract with Point Blank 
was the best decision for our County.  
Is there risk in this decision?  There is 
definitely risk but we are very fortu-
nate to have had the cooperation and 

hard work of a team of dedicated pro-
fessionals, County Staff and Business 
Community volunteers  who delivered 
a world class contract that addresses 
the risks and mitigates it for the best 
possible outcome for the citizens of 
Wakulla County.  I am very proud to 
have had the opportunity to be a part 
of this decision from the initial con-
versations through the signing of the 
contract.  I can’t wait for the ground-
breaking to begin and the project 
starts to come to life.  I’m confident, in 
time, this will be a tremendous win for 
our County.  I am hopeful that those 
who don’t support the project today 
will one day be able to acknowledge 
that it was a great decision after all.
Thank you for your questions and 

for allowing me the opportunity to 
explain my position on this project.  
Have a great day and may God always 
bless Wakulla County.  

Ralph Thomas
Chair, Wakulla County Commission

� ursday, May 14

• St. Marks City Commission meets at the 
St. Marks City Hall at 6 p.m.
• Spring football jamboree will be played at 
Gene Cox Stadium in Tallahassee between 
Wakulla, Leon and Chiles high schools 
beginning at 6:30 p.m.
• Wakulla Offi  ce of Intergovernmental 
Coordination will hold a meeting at the 
community center at 6 p.m. to discuss a 
proposed Recreational Trails Program 
Grant Application to design and construct 
a trailhead for the coastal trail near the 
Medart Recreation Park.
• Th e Rotary Club of Wakulla County 
meets at the TSC Wakulla Center at 8:30 
a.m. on Th ursdays.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be 
held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in Craw-
fordville, every Th ursday. Th ere are conces-
sions and raffl  es.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. 
every Th ursday at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, May 15
 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 
8 p.m. every Friday at 54 Ochlockonee St. 

Saturday, May 16

• “Annie” will be performed at Sopchoppy 
Auditorium beginning at 7 p.m.
• Emancipation Day celebration will be held 
at Palaver Tree Th eater, 59 Shadeville Road, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Th e event features 
family, food, photos and planting of the May 
Pole.

Sunday, May 17

• “Annie” will be performed at Sopchoppy 
Auditorium beginning at 3 p.m. 
• Wakulla Giving Hands holds a food give-
away every Sunday from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
at the facility across from Medart Elementa-
ry on Highway 98.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets every Sun-

day at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Monday, May 18

• Wakulla School Board meets at 5:45 p.m. 
in the district offi  ce.
• County commission meets at 6 p.m. in the 
commission chambers.
• American Legion Post 114 meets third 
Monday monthly at the Wakulla County 
Public Library, Main Meeting Room, 6:30 
p.m.  Doors open 6 p.m.
•  Th e Wakulla Respite Program is available 
for anyone with memory impairment at 
no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake Ellen 
Baptist Church every Monday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. 
for women and 8 p.m. for men every Mon-
day at 54 Ochlockonee St.
• Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class with 
Margaret every Monday at 11 a.m. First 
Baptist Church CLC Building in Crawford-
ville. Bring a mat.
• Line Dancing Class is held at Wakulla 

Dance Academy every Monday from 7 to 
9 p.m. $5 per person. Wear dance shoes or 
tennis shoes.

Tuesday, May 19

• Sarracenia Chapter of the Florida Native 
Plant Society, 6:30 p.m. at the library.  Mark 
Tancig, Leon extension agent, reviews the 
status of pollinators and how we can help in 
their conservation. For a Zoom link email:  
Sarracenia.nps@gmail.com.
• Sopchoppy community dinner is held ev-
ery week at the Towles House at 6:30 p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets every Tues-
day at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, May 20

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and 6:30 p.m. every Wednesday at 54 
Ochlockonee St.

On the Horizon Calendar of events for the week of May 14

Ask Judge Smith: Give me Whataburger or give me death

By JUDGE LAYNE 
SMITH

This is part two of 
three:
Imagine, if you will, 

being the first settler 
of an American colony. 
Having crossed the At-
lantic Ocean in a boat 
roughly the size of the S. 
S. Minnow, you disem-

bark into the wilderness. 
There is nothing else. No 
Publix, no Whataburg-
er, no hospital, no infra-
structure. 
The first American 

colonists had a lot in 
common with the surviv-
alists on the series “Na-
ked and Afraid.” If not 
for their fierce indepen-
dence and self-reliance, 
we might still be part of 
the British Empire. 
As “western civiliza-

tion” took root, each col-
ony established a legisla-
ture and enjoyed limited 
self-rule. The colonists 
chafed when Great Brit-
ain imposed taxes and 
restricted their free-
doms. War followed, and 
in the Declaration of In-
dependence, each colony 

withdrew its allegiance 
to Great Britain and de-
clared itself to be a “free 
and independent state.”   
Congress and the 13 

states established our 
first national govern-
ment by ratifying the 
Articles of Confedera-
tion. In it, each state 
retained its “sovereign-
ty, freedom, and inde-
pendence.” Flashpoints 
quickly arose:
1) The federal govern-

ment was too weak and 
underfunded to properly 
function.
2) Citizens from one 

state couldn’t get fair tri-
als in the courts of other 
states. 
3) Shays’ Rebellion 

exposed the nation’s 
vulnerability to armed 

mobs.
Ultimately, the Ar-

ticles of Confederation 
were too flawed to fix. 
Our Founders’ dilem-
ma was how to create a 
stronger national gov-
ernment without em-
powering a tyrant. Their 
solution was to propose a 
Constitution that would:
1) Provide govern-

ment with specific but 
limited powers.
2) Divide the pow-

ers of government among 
three independent and 
co-equal branches.
3) Provide checks 

and balances to prevent 
any one branch or per-
son from amassing too 
much power. 
All other govern-

mental powers were to 

remain vested in the 
states. 
The devil, of course, 

was in the details. Let’s 
consider three examples. 
The proposed Constitu-
tion would empower the 
federal government to: 
1) Lay and collect tax-

es and provide for the 
common defense and 
general welfare of the 
United States.
2) Regulate com-

merce with foreign na-
tions, among the several 
states, and with the Na-
tive Americans tribes. 

3) Make all laws “nec-
essary and proper” for 
executing its Constitu-
tional powers. 
The Federalists want-

ed a stronger and more 
active national govern-

ment. They argued that 
these powers were nec-
essary and sufficiently 
limited. They empha-
sized the desperate need 
for change. 
The Anti-Federalists 

preferred a weaker and 
more passive national 
government. They ar-
gued that these pow-
ers were too broad and 
warned that each one 
would be twisted to ex-
tend federal reach. As 
such, the states’ sover-
eignty and the people’s 
rights would be at risk. 

The Honorable J. 
Layne Smith is the Cir-
cuit Judge assigned to 
Wakulla County, Florida, 
a bestselling author, and 
a public speaker.
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From Front Page

The People’s Choice Award was vot-
ed online by the community during the 
week leading up to the pageant and 
throughout pageant day. Winners in 
this category were Mia Withers in the 
Miss Division, Brenlyn Hicks in the Jr. 
Miss Division, and Taylyn Hand as the 
combined winner of the Tiny, Little, 
and Young Divisions.
With the addition of the People’s 

Choice category last year, the com-
mittee was able to increase the Miss 
Wakulla County scholarship from 
$1,000 to $1,500.  Peoples Choice also 
allows for the  Jr., Tiny, Little, and 
Young Queens to receive a cash prize. 
In addition, this year all five Miss con-
testants received a cash prize as well.
As we celebrate 50 years of the Miss 

Wakulla County Pageant, we would 
like to extend our heartfelt gratitude 
to our contestants, families, sponsors, 
volunteers, judges, and the entire 
Wakulla County community for your 
continued love and support throughout 
the years. Your dedication has helped 
this program grow into a tradition that 
celebrates scholarship, leadership, 
confidence, and community pride. We 
are honored to celebrate this Golden 
Anniversary with you and look forward 
to the next 50 years of empowering 
young women and representing the 
spirit of Wakulla County.

Joining Miss Wakulla Mia Withers are Jr. 
Miss Wakulla  Brenlyn Hicks, Young Miss 

Wakulla Presley Hicks, Little Miss Wakulla 
Charlotte Platt, and Tiny Miss Wakulla 

Avalynn Osborne.

From Front Page

a middle school wrestling powerhouse 
that has, to date, won 24 consecu-
tive county championships; 14 were 
during his tenure as head coach. 
If you ever meet Smith, you’ll realize 

very quickly that he enjoys winning 

and that he is very passionate about 
Wakulla Wrestling. You will also learn 
that he genuinely cares for the athletes 
in his charge. 
After an 8-year hiatus, the an-

nouncement of Smith’s return to 
coaching was met with a favorable re-
sponse from the wrestling community 

on social media, which is a testament 
to the lasting impression he has made 
on each of them. 
Smith’s passion for the sport and 

investing in young people has not 
waned over the years. In Wakulla 
County, he plans to continue to grow 
wrestling, a sport that is currently 
the fastest-growing high school sport 
in the U.S. for both boys and girls.  
While acknowledging Wakulla’s rich 

wrestling tradition, he aspires to take 
the program to even higher heights. 
Smith said, “We have always been 
competitive and respected in the state. 
I would like to see us continue to grow 
and strive to get in the top five consis-
tently at the IBT State Tournament.”
For anyone interested in Wakulla 

Wrestling contact Coach Smith by 
email at Shannon.smith@wcsb.us 

Wakulla Crossroads
By VERNA BROCK

Finally, this past week, we got some 
rain at La Casa Brock. Not much rain, 
but every little bit counts. 
My flower beds have responded to 

the scant three-quarters of an inch 
by greening and growing straight up-
.Yay! My feeble attempts at watering 
everything just didn’t have the same 
effect. Suddenly my gladiolas are pop-
ping open, my lilies are showing off, 
and my pinecone ginger plants have 
literally grown a foot in two days! 
I think we’ve officially entered full 

jungle season. The vines are taking 

over everything they can climb. Dew-
berries, cat’s paw (Smilax), poison ivy, 
Virginia creeper, kudzu, grapevines 
– the list of vigorous vines goes on, 
blocking the sunlight and smothering 
entire forests. 
Add in Spanish needle (the Devil!) 

and my gardening focus is entirely on 
weeding. Well, that, and watering.
It is also the season of life transi-

tions, as students move on to the next 
phase of their education and life. It is 
a traditional time for couples to tie 
the knot and start a new life together. 
In my family, one grandchild is 

moving up to middle school, and two 

others will begin high school in the 
fall. Before we know it, all our grand-
babies will be grown up and launched 
into adulthood! How is that even pos-
sible, when I certainly don’t feel THAT 
much older!
I have to keep reminding myself 

that we are a quarter of the centu-
ry past the year 2000. It seems like 
we should still be at the turn of the 
millennium. My father’s observation 
that time flies faster as we age seems 
absolutely true. When I was a child, 
summers seemed endless, and it took 
a lifetime to reach Christmas every 
year. Now, I can barely blink my eyes 
and we’re halfway through the new 
year. 
Obviously, I’m not the first to ex-

perience this. Songs have been com-

posed, and books have been written, 
detailing the tug of nostalgia we ex-
perience as time slips  through our 
hands. How can we consciously be 
in the moment, fully living life as it 
unfolds around us?  Ultimately, the 
life we experience, not the stuff we 
collect, not the riches we acquire, 
make up a happy sojourn here. We 
must avoid getting lost in the mun-
dane, day-to-day rat race while life’s 
moments happen all around us. The 
whirlwind is both seductive and pow-
erful. But we have the capacity, if we 
choose, to stay mindful in the mo-
ment, to breathe deeply and relax into 
life as it happens.
Don’t let life roll over you, while 

you’re  absorbed in the minutes in-
stead of the moments! 

CANDICE HERRING
Broker, Keller Williams

“Having a 
margarita, chips 
and salsa with 

family.”

BRENT WATSON
Sales

“I like to celebrate it 
at San Marcos with all 
my friends and having 
tequila shots. We love 
the atmosphere here, 
all the great food and 

service. ”

Polled at San Marcos Grill & Cantina on Cinco de Mayo:

MIKE CHRISTENSEN
St. Joe Gas

“With family or 
friends having 

Hispanic dishes. 
We normally do it 
at home but came 

out tonight.”

“I like to celebrate 
it at San Marcos in 
Crawfordville with 

all my peeps.”

SHAROL BROWN
Retired from Brown Surveying

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

ENRIQUE COTES
ASAP Appliances

“I like to celebrate with 
tequila, family, friends, 
music & dance. Cinco 

De Mayo is a everything 
celebration and we have 

to all get out and be 
together.”

How do you like to celebrate Cinco de Mayo?

If you are a business and want to be seen...this is your spot to advertise!!!
Would you like to remind people that you are open for business, have you moved, are you offering 

new products or services? This is your spot to advertise!
Contact Lynda Kinsey 850-962-8019 LKinsey@� eWakullaSun.com

Miss Wakulla

Shannon Smith

Tree service & 
Stump grinding
850-509-3868

By LINDA OAKS
Library Director

Library News May 14th– May 20th

Thursday, May 14th
• Tiny Tummy Time 9:30am

• Creative Writing I 10am
• Manga Club 5pm
• The Park HOA 6pm
• Amateur Radio Testing Sessions 
6:30pm

Friday, May 15th

• Quilting Guild 10am

Saturday, May 16th
• WCYFCA 9am
• Read Therapy Dogs 10am

Sunday, May 17th
• Closed

Monday, May 18th
• American Legion Post 114 6pm

• American Legion Auxiliary Unit 114 
6:30pm

Tuesday, May 19th
• Creative Writing II 10am
• Florida Saracenia Chapter of the 
Native Plant Society 6pm

Wednesday, May 20th
• Mahjong 1pm
• Knitting Group 4pm

Library News
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outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Wakulla 
Lawn Ranger

Gene 
Darby

850-251-9122
Mowing

Edging - Trimming 
Sidewalk/Driveways 

Pressurewashing
Landscaping

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

Local photographer Lisa Vince shared a 
close-up photo of an Easter lily. 

By MARJ LAW

It’s Wednesday morning 
around 10 and Joe and I 
are at the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office  range. We 
like to come Wednesday 
mornings to meet friends 
and to help people who 
are new and who’d like 
to learn range rules, to 
become comfortable with 
their guns, or who just 
want some moral support.
This Wednesday, we 

spot a newbie. How did we 
figure that out?
She brought a gun in 

a pink tote bag. Yikes! (I 
didn’t say that aloud, but 
Yikes!)
We exchange “hellos.” 

I ask Lila if she has been 
here at the WCSO range 
before.
She says it’s her first 

time. I ask if she feels 
confident. She says “no.”
Immediately, I’m ex-

cited. It’s so much fun to 
support a new shooter. 
I ask, trying not to 

sound too hopeful, if she’d 
like a bit of company? (I 
don’t want to force myself 
on anyone, but am ea-
ger to be of assistance, if 
wanted or needed.)
She indicates that she’d 

like that, so I go over to the 
pistol range, and set up a 
target.

Come to find out, Lila 
has taken the “concealed 
carry” class and has shot 
a gun in the distant past. 
So, she’s not a total new-
bie. She’s also athletic, 
and has a muscular and 
trim body. I’m guessing 
she has participated in 
many sports.
We call the range “hot,” 

and Lila brings the tote 
bag over to the shoot-
ing bench. She pulls out 
a Glock 43 which has 
been loaned to her by a 
friend. This Glock is a 
9mm handgun. It’s very 
compact and can fit easily 
into a purse, and can also 
be used for home defense. 
Lila’s husband travels, the 
children are grown and 
gone, and Lila is often at 
home alone. She wants to 
know that she can defend 
herself. 
Lila also shares that 

she has problems with 
neck, arms and hands. 
Sometimes, it takes a 
while for doctors to figure 
out precisely where prob-
lems lie. She suspects 
carpal tunnel syndrome 
as part of the problem, as 
she has spent a lot of time 
at the computer.
She places the gun on 

the shooting bench. Right 
away, I ask her to point 
the muzzle of this gun 
down range. She turns the 
gun immediately. 
Then I step back, not 

wanting to give her more 
advice than she needs or 
wants. 
Lila has a good stance. 

Her feet are shoulder dis-
tance apart. Her upper 
body tilts slightly toward 
the target. I’m a bit con-
cerned that her elbows 
seem loose, but every 
person has his or her par-
ticular style. If this works 

for her, I’m not going to 
interfere.
Bang! She hits the tar-

get right away.
“Wow!” Lila is sur-

prised. “This little gun 
has a lot more kick than 
I thought it would have!”
She sets her feet. Bang! 

She puts the gun down 
and shakes her arms out. 
Despite the recoil, she is 
shooting right in the mid-
dle area of the target. She 
has a natural affinity for 
shooting, and her athlet-
icism has kicked right in.
She continues until the 

magazine is empty. She 
puts the gun down, and 
thinks for a moment. She 
isn’t going to give up. She 
puts in the filled second 
magazine.
“This time, Lila, I’d like 

you to try a different way 
of holding your gun. Since 
you are right-handed, 
push forward with your 
right arm, and, at the same 
time, pull back with your 
left. Notice how strong 
your arms feel now? If it 
makes no difference to 
you, go back to the way 
you had been shooting.”
She is very willing to 

try. She pushes and pulls. 
Her arms are tight. She 

picks up the gun and 
continues to shoot until 
it’s empty. She still shoots 
well, but…
Clearly, she wants to 

like this gun. Also clearly, 
she is shaking her shoul-
ders and hands. She’s 
hurting herself. But it’s in 
her nature not to give up.
“This gun has a lot of 

kick,” she says again rue-
fully. She stares at her 
target.
“I can see the recoil is 

more than you expected, 
but you do shoot very 
well,” I comment.
After a few moments, I 

ask her if she would like 
to try a different handgun. 
I tell her I think she will 
find it easier to handle. 
However, it’s so soon after 
shooting the little Glock, 
that I’m not sure if she’ll 
be willing to shoot more.
Lila isn’t ready to give 

up. I put my Smith & 
Wesson M&P Shield .380 
EZ on the shooting bench, 
and ask her to pull back 
the slide.
She pulls hard, think-

ing it will be similar to the 
9mm Glock. 
It isn’t. The EZ is re-

markably easy in many 
ways. The slide is easy to 

pull. She’s surprised.
I load the magazine and 

give it back to her.
She raises the gun, 

aims, and fires.
Bang!
She puts the gun down 

and turns to me. “This gun 
is so much easier! Easy to 
pull the slide, it has a light 
trigger and has much less 
kick!” 
“Try some more!” I sug-

gest, and she shoots the 
rest of the ammo in the 
gun.
“There is such a differ-

ence! I like this!”
“You are certainly capa-

ble of shooting the Glock,” 
I reassure her. “You’re 
doing really well. Now, 
consider. We know that 
you are perfectly capable 
of shooting it, but con-
sidering your difficulties 
in your neck, arms and 
wrists, is it a suitable gun 
for you?” 
There comes a time 

when our minds remem-
ber how to do things, but 
our bodies are no longer 
happy to get with the pro-
gram. Are we willing to 
agitate problems already 
causing us pain? Are we 
willing to make these 
things worse? 

“Lila, if you come next 
Wednesday, I’ll bring a 
couple more handguns 
to try. You like this S&W 
.380 EZ. You shoot it 
well, and it seems that it 
doesn’t cause you further 
harm. Smith and Wesson 
has done a great job in 
making guns more user 
friendly, and other com-
panies are doing much 
better these days, too. 
Trying before you buy is 
really helpful. A gun that 
fits well in your hand may 
not be easy to shoot.”
Lila has a lot to think 

about. Capability and 
suitability are not the 
same. Will she choose the 
Glock because, with her 
innate natural ability, she 
can? Or will she choose 
a gun she can enjoy tak-
ing to the range, shoot-
ing more often, getting 
more familiar with it, and 
not exacerbating existing 
problems which will wors-
en over time?
Choices, choices.
 
Marj Law is the former 

director of Keep Wakulla 
County Beautiful who has 
become an avid shooter in 
retirement.

Newbie’s at the range with a pink tote bag
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READ THE ROAD.  
AND YOU WON’T NEED AS MANY NEW PARTS.

MOTORCYCLE CRASHES DON’T ALWAYS INVOLVE ANOTHER 

VEHICLE. SLICK SURFACES AND ROAD DEBRIS CAN LEAD TO 

BROKEN BIKES, AND BROKEN BONES. RIDE AT A SPEED THAT 

GIVES YOU TIME TO REACT. CHECK OUR WEBSITE BELOW 

FOR MORE CYCLE SAFETY TIPS.
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From FWC News

Have you ever wondered 
what Red drum eat?
While conducting routine 

dissections to collect life history 
and mercury data on fish in the 
Tampa Bay estuary, biologists 

discovered something highly 
unusual in one Red Drum’s 
stomach... It had eaten not one, 
not two, but three snakes!  
These snakes were later 

identified as mangrove salt-
marsh snakes, a nonvenomous 
semi-aquatic species found 

throughout Florida.
While it is very unusual to 

find a snake in the gut contents 
of a fish, its discoveries like 
this that keep you on your toes 
when working in the lab.  

An unusual � sh diet: snakes

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences
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Best fishing days this month
Best fishing day(s) is in the center of date ranges.

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.

Gulf Coast Weekly Almanac
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24/7 PRIORITY ON-WATER ASSISTANCE
ARE YOU A MEMBER?      SEA TOW BIG BEND \ 850-984-3456 \ seatow.com
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Underwater    WakullaBy Gregg Stanton

The Storm.
August 30, 2012

Hurricane Isaac has everyone’s attention right now, 
mine included.
Over the last week, my daughter and I have been pre-
paring for its visit by doing facility repairs and shutters 
in Panama City and Crawfordville.
My daughter was quick to point out she missed the so-
cial interactions that surround an impending hurricane 
when she attended college in Rhode Island.
We often visit others in support of everyone’s mutual 
crisis. My wife observed many of the honey-do items also 
get done in this crisis period! And the hurricane party 
(hosting friends living in evacuated areas) if the storm 
actually hits us, is a well known Wakulla tradition.
In the middle of this frantic hard work, we chanced upon 
a Saturday lunch with a seldom-seen friend. At the time, 
the storm was due to strike close by and in a few days, 
yet we all met for hot dogs at a favorite waterfront place.
They have a son the age of my daughter, both electrical 
engineers at the end of their college experience and in 
search of employment. We parents are at the other end 
of the work force experience, so the polar topics covered 
were entertaining.
The young adults saw the storm as exciting, refreshing 
and full of new opportunity. The parents saw the storm 
as foreboding, inevitable and something traditionally old.
John saw into a future where past technology fulfilled 
future needs. That happens to be my company’s motto 
“Back to the Future” where we teach rebreather skills 
using “old tools” in new ways. Everyone had much to 
contribute on this topic, being mostly engineers.
Bill Stone’s Wakulla deco habitat reborn as an escape 
pod, reduced helium use by using cost saving semi-closed 
technology, or just the use of a hydraulic ram off a fishing 
boat as a depth compensating controller on a tow sled. 
We found recreational technical divers have already met 
goals set by the professional diving community of two 
hours below 300 feet, so the bar must now be extended.
His wife observed the many human and other animal 
interactions not normally expected, such as squirrels 
bonding with human families. They have a pet squirrel 
that simply won’t move away. The squirrel chatters at 
anyone who interferes with her almond treats. She even 
tries to hide almonds in her adopted family’s hair.
I recalled an encounter I had under the Antarctic ice, 
when a familiar 2-year-old Weddel Seal that occupied 
our shared hole in the ice had issues. Only one of us 
could fit in the hole at a time. We could get him to move 
out by sitting in the hole and removing our fin (imagine 
watching someone removing their foot from their leg). But 
underwater, I had no such opportunity.
So I reached up and tugged on his flipper one day, 
then pulled away and awaited a great picture opportu-
nity. Down he came, I took the picture, and while I was 
distracted with the camera, up he came from below to 
grasp me in a full body embrace. With mouth open, he 
planted several teeth marks in rapid succession on my 
mask plate, and then casually left me as if to say, don’t 
do that again.
The next day we were all friends again.
After three hours at lunch, with food long gone, we came 
to our senses that we had more work to do, and dropped 
back into our frantic work mode. But during that respite 
lunch, we ventured away from the storm and much be-
yond the realm of the immediate.
This storm related social encounter put the crisis into 
perspective as a passing anomaly in a much larger context 
brought out by sharing experiences we call life.
Editor’s Note: This is a repeat of a column from 2012.
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Are we hooked on hatred?

By SHERYL H. BOLDT
  
You thought you 

could stop any time. 
Next thing you know, 
you’re hooked.

What went through 
your mind when you 
read my opening sen-
tences? Likely, you 
thought about an ad-
dictive behavior you or 

someone you care about 
is struggling with.

But did “hatred” also 
cross your mind?

Think about it. In 
this politically caustic 
environment, how often 
do we give in to hateful 
thoughts about people 
with whom we disagree? 

We foolishly thought 
we could handle a hos-
tile thought now and 
then. That we could 
stop any time. But … 
the next thing we knew 
… we were hooked.

B e f o r e  l o n g ,  w e 
couldn’t stop ourselves. 
Those who disagree 
with us are clearly the 
enemy. The first mean, 
malicious thought was 

so enticing that it led to 
another mean thought. 
Now, thinking this way 
has become all-con-
suming. We act as if 
we can’t get enough of 
believing the worst of 
“them.”

Consequently, our 
lives have changed in 
a way we didn’t ex-
pect or want. With so 
much hate filling our 
thoughts, we’re no lon-
ger a credible witness 
of Christ to the loss. 
We can’t read our Bible 
the same way. Even 
our other relationships 
seem different some-
how. Why?

B e c a u s e  o u r 
mean-spirited thoughts 

have compromised our 
hearts.

Just as it would have 
been better for an al-
coholic to avoid that 
first sip or a gambler to 
avoid that first wager, 
it would be better for 
us to avoid that first 
bitter thought. But even 
if we’ve already started 
down that road, med-
itating on Philippians 
4:8 can transform our 
thinking:

“Finally, brothers, 
whatever is true, what-
ever is honorable, what-
ever is just, whatever 
is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is com-
mendable, if there is 
any excellence, if there 

is anything worthy of 
praise, think about 
these things” (ESV).

What would hap-
pen if we asked God to 
make us aware whenev-
er we think something 
less-than-praiseworthy 
about others, including 
“them”? 

I t ’ s  p o s s i b l e  t o 
strongly disagree with 
people without spit-fir-
ing snarky remarks in 
our hearts. Degradation 
will never lead to mu-
tual love and respect in 
relationships with those 
on the other side. Snark 
will never allow us to 
explain our point of 
view. Instead, it closes 
the door to open com-

munication. Forever.
Furthermore, bit-

terness can sabotage 
all our relationships, 
including with people 
we want to share Christ 
with. 

No addictive behavior 
will get us where we 
want in life, especially 
in our relationships. 
Unless, of course, we 
become hooked on be-
having more like Christ.

Sheryl H. Boldt is 
a sales executive for 
Wave 94 and author 
of the blog, www.To-
dayCanBeDif ferent .
net. Connect with her at 
SherylHBoldt.Wave94@
gmail.com.

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

OUT TO PASTOR

SUNDAY SERVICE… 
10:17a.m.

850-926-7808 • 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville
In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

By CHERYL CRUCE

I am not sure how it 
happened, but grow-
ing up my clothes were 
always clean, pressed, 
and carefully mended. 
We had one laundry 
basket we all shared, 
tucked in the bath-
room, and somehow it 
never seemed to over-
flow. With seven people 
in one household, that 
feels almost impossible 
to me now.

I remember the old 

washboard… and the 
bathtub filled with 
soapy water. I remem-
ber being allowed to 
stomp around on heavy 
denim, laughing as if I 
were helping in some 
grand and important 
way. I remember shirts 
and dresses rolled just 
so and tucked into the 
freezer, waiting for a 
clear day when they 
could be carried outside 
and pinned to the line.

Wash day was work—
real work. And yet, 
somehow, everything 
always came out right. 
The whites were bright 
– glistening in the sun-
light. The colors held 
their strength. The lin-
ens carried that fresh, 
clean scent that made 
rest feel deeper when 
night came.

Somewhere along the 

way, I never quite found 
that same rhythm. Even 
with the modern con-
veniences of a wash-
ing machine and dryer 
(which often doubles 
for an iron and board), 
things around here are 
rarely finished. While 
raising my family, the 
laundry room was often 
a bit of a mess, though 
I did manage to keep 
the children in clean 
clothing. There have 
even been days when I 
reached for something 
new, simply because 
nothing clean was wait-
ing for me.

It is not the washing 
and the drying that hin-
ders me—it is the fold-
ing and putting away. 
I just cannot seem to 
bring the task to com-
pletion. And perhaps 
that is where grace 

meets me… not in what 
I have finished, but in 
what I have left undone. 
Because what I cannot 
seem to complete, God, 
in His faithfulness, is 
still at work. It is in the 
space of the undone 
that forgiveness and 
healing happen—where 
grace gathers the bro-
ken pieces and makes 
room for the new.

I am reminded of the 
story of the blind man 
Jesus healed. It was not 
finished all at once. He 
could see, but not clear-
ly – people looked like 
trees walking. So Jesus 
touched him again. He 
did not leave him in the 
middle of his healing. 
The Lord stayed until 
it was complete. And 
I wonder if that is how 
grace works in us – not 
all at once, but faithful-

ly, patiently – until what 
is blurred becomes clear 
(Mark 8:22–26).

Clarity does not come 
without a process, nor 
was it ever meant to 
be easy. Clear vision 
comes as we remain in 
the presence of God, al-
lowing Him to complete 
His work within us. We 
are His handiwork, be-
ing shaped and formed 
through Christ (Ephe-
sians 2:10) – and per-
haps that work looks 
more ordinary than we 
expect.

Just as wash day was 
never easy work, per-
haps the same is true of 
us. It took time, atten-
tion, and a willingness 
to tend what was soiled 
until it was clean. We 
are not finished in a mo-
ment, nor made whole 
all at once. But in the 

hands of a faithful God, 
nothing is left undone. 
What is stained is being 
cleansed. What is wrin-
kled is being smoothed. 
What is unfinished is 
being brought, in His 
time, to completion. So 
we remain – trusting the 
One who never leaves 
His work unfinished. 
And one day… what He 
has been tending will, in 
time, be made complete 
within us.

Being confident of 
this, that He who began 
a good work in you will 
carry it on to completion 
until the day of Christ 
Jesus (Philippians 1:6).         

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

Folded in grace
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By JAMES SNYDER

One day last week, I 
was up early working in 
my office as I normally 
do. I happened to pause 
what I was doing for a 
moment and smelled 
this wonderful aroma.

I know it wasn’t me 
because I hadn’t taken 
a shower yet. The aroma 
was coming from the 
kitchen area.

I got up from my desk, 
walked out into the 
kitchen and the closer I 
got the stronger that aro-
ma was. It was so won-
derful and I just could 
not get enough of it.

When I got to the 
kitchen there was The 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage baking cook-
ies. Oh, how delicious 
those cookies smelled.

“What are you doing?” 
I asked.

“I’m baking cookies 
for some friends who are 
having a party tonight. 
They asked if I could 
bake them some cook-
ies and I just couldn’t 
refuse.”

I smiled and just 
stared at all those cook-
ies in the kitchen. There 
were molasses and pea-
nut butter cookies, two 
of my favorites.

As I was looking at 
them, The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage 
said to me rather stern-
ly, “These cookies are 
not for you, they are for 
my friends. Do not eat 
them.”

She saw me staring at 
those cookies and said, 
“Did you hear me?”

Then she told me that 
she had to go across 
town to pick up some 
things. So, she would 
be out of the house and 
I will be with the cook-
ies all by myself. I can’t 
think of a better sce-
nario.

There’s just no way 
I can be left alone with 
all those cookies in the 
kitchen and not eat 
some. I think my wife re-
alized that and thought 
she could negotiate with 
me and solve the prob-
lem at hand.

Looking at me she 
said, “If you are a good 
boy today I will allow 
you to eat one cookie. 
Just one.”

That brought me to 
quite a dilemma. What 
is her definition of “a 
good boy” and most im-
portantly, how did she 
define “one cookie?”

I walked back to my 
office as she prepared 
to leave for the morning 
and I got back into the 
project I was working 
on. At least I tried to get 
back into my “saddle” for 
the morning, but it sure 
wasn’t working for me.

No matter how hard I 
tried to concentrate on 
my project all I could 
think about was those 
delicious cookies out 
in the kitchen which I 
could smell in my office. 
I don’t think it’s fair that 
I should be put in such 
a situation.

After all, it’s really not 
my fault. It is the fault of 
The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage who 
makes cookies so deli-
cious that I cannot re-
fuse them. If it wasn’t for 
that, I could ignore those 
cookies in the kitchen. 
So whatever happens, it 

is not my fault! And I am 
unanimous in that.

I then remembered 
that she said if I was a 
good boy I could have 
one cookie. That thought 
just ruminated through 
my mind and I couldn’t 
handle it any longer and 
I had to go out into the 
kitchen and deal with it.

I think I’m a good boy, 
but that’s only my evalu-
ation. I sat for a moment 
at my desk and tried to 
think of anything bad 
I did that morning and 
I couldn’t think of one 
thing. Therefore, with 
the evidence on the ta-
ble, I have been a good 
boy today.

The next thing I had to 
deal with was the word 
“one.” What does that 
word mean?

Looking at the cookies 
in the kitchen there were 
only two cookies: one 
was molasses and the 
other was peanut butter. 

So, in my understanding 
of the situation the word 
“one” means that I have 
to choose between the 
molasses cookie and the 
peanut butter cookie. 
That made sense to me.

So, according to my 
rationality, when I pick 
“one” cookie I can eat 
as many of them as I 
want to. I just can’t eat 
the other one or I will be 
eating two cookies.

I can’t tell you how 
happy I was in coming 
to this wonderful con-
clusion. I’m doing two 
things. I’m doing what 
my wife said to do and I 
am only eating one of the 
cookies. I love it when a 
plan comes together.

Going to the kitchen I 
made up my mind that 
the “one” cookie will be 
the peanut butter cook-
ie. Oh, how I love her 
peanut butter cookies.

Picking out five cook-
ies I joyfully skipped 

back to my office to en-
joy these scrumptious 
treats. I earned these 
treats and therefore I’m 
going to eat them with a 
great deal of satisfaction.

I had finished those 
cookies and was working 
at my desk when I heard 
the front door open and 
expected it was The Gra-
cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage.

I then heard her voice, 
“Did you eat all these 
cookies? When I told you 
to eat only one?” 

Now I have some 
“splainin” to do.

A Bible verse came to 
mind that refreshed m 
concerning rewards. 2 
John 1:8, “Look to your-

selves, that we lose not 
those things which we 
have wrought, but that 
we receive a full reward.”

There are times when 
I convince myself that I 
deserve a certain reward. 
All I need to do is twist 
certain words to my ben-
efit thinking I deserve 
something when in fact 
I am not being honest.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.

My reward: I’ll eat it if I want to
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Obituaries
DEATH NOTICES
William Bernard Boucher, 77 ,of Crawfordville, died May 
10, 2026.
• Sidney Easom, 68, of Crawfordville, died May 7, 2026.

• Catrina Danette Lambert, 67, of Crawfordville, died 
May 11, 2026.
• Jonn Shelton, 64, of Crawfordville, died May 6, 2026.

Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-926-
5919, www.family� c.com.

Sheriff ’s Report
This report is for activ-

ity May 1 to May 8. There 
were 1,350 total calls for 
service during the week; 
17 arrests; 93 traffic 
stops.

FRIDAY, MAY 1

• A citizen discovered a 
window of her residence 
had been busted with a 
rock. Further investiga-
tion revealed the damage 
appeared to have come 
from a mower and was 
not a criminal act. 

• During a suspicious 
person complainant con-
tact was made with a 
subject who had a small 
amount of marijuana on 
his person. The mari-
juana was seized for de-
struction. 

• Deputy Zachary God-
win and Deputy Joshua 
Martin responded to the 
lobby in reference to a 
stolen vehicle. Contact 
was made with a citizen 

who advised her Coleman 
CT-200 EX mini bike that 
was previously stored at 
an acquaintance’s’ house 
was stolen. She advised 
the mini bike was last 
seen by him on April 
29. She filled out an Af-
fidavit for Prosecution, 
and the mini bike was 
entered into FCIC/NCIC 
as stolen. Deputies were 
unable to obtain any sur-
veillance footage due to 
no functional cameras on 
the property. 

SATURDAY, MAY 2

• Walmart Asset Pro-
tection reported the same 
subject failed to pay for 
items on three differ-
ent occasions over the 
last month. The subject 
passed all points of sale 
each time with unpaid 
merchandise. All mer-
chandise taken was ap-
proximately $85.

SUNDAY, MAY 3 

• A citizen was picking 
up trash on the side of 
the road when he found 
a smoking pipe. The pipe 
was collected and turned 
in for destruction.

• A traffic stop was 
conducted for a stop sign 
violation. The driver was 
discovered not to have 
a valid license. He was 
taken into custody and 
transported to the jail fa-
cility. 

• Deputy Dustin Saba 
conducted a traffic stop 
on a vehicle in the area 
of Crawfordville High-
way and Bloxham Cutoff 
Road. It was shortly dis-
covered that the tag at-
tached to the vehicle was 
assigned to a homemade 
trailer. Deputy Saba 
made contact with the 
driver and sole occupant 
of the vehicle. Per infor-
mation from dispatch, the 
driver was deemed an ha-
bitual traffic offender and 
was subsequently placed 
under arrest. During the 
inventory of the vehicle, 

paraphernalia along with 
felony narcotics were lo-
cated. He was transport-
ed to the jail without fur-
ther incident. 

MONDAY, MAY 4

• Deputy Arturo Cor-
doba responded to the 
area of Trice Lane and Al-
len Harvey Road in refer-
ence to a reckless vehicle 
complaint. Two subjects 
were observed traveling 
at a high rate of speed. A 
traffic stop was attempted 
on one of the subjects as 
he fled through the park-
ing lot of the Community 
Center at 318 Shadeville 
Road. The subject lost 
control of the electric bike 
and was detained. The ju-
venile was identified and 
contact was made with 
the Juvenile Assessment 
Center. The juvenile did 
not qualify for admittance 
to the facility and was 
processed and turned 
over to his parent, who 
responded to the scene. 
The electric vehicle was 
towed from the scene. 

• Deputy Dylan Buck-
halt responded to Dako-
ta Drive in reference to a 
theft complaint. Contact 
was made with the report-
ing party, who advised 
her purse was stolen. 
She last saw the purse 
in the vehicle she shares 
with someone on May 1. 
She stated she was un-
able to locate the purse 
the next day and believes 
her acquaintance may be 
responsible for its disap-
pearance. There are no 
witnesses to the incident. 

TUESDAY, MAY 5

• Deputy Williams re-
sponded to the sheriff’s 
office in reference to a 
harassment complaint. 
Contact was made with 
a subject about the in-
cident. Investigation re-
vealed the incident was 
verbal in nature and doc-
umented for information 
purposes.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6

• Deputies respond-

ed to a disturbance call, 
during the investigation 
the it was discovered the 
subject had an active 
warrant out of Miami. 
The subject was taken 
into custody and trans-
ported to the jail facility. 

THURSDAY, MAY 7

• Deputy Martin re-
sponded to Trice Lane in 
reference to stolen motor-
cycle report. Subject re-
ports his 2009 Harley Da-
vidson stolen sometime 
between May 7 and May 
8. The vehicle was en-
tered into NCIC/FCIC as 
being stolen and a Region 
1 BOLO was sent out.

FRIDAY, MAY 8

• Nothing to report as 
of this writing. 

Report suspicious or 
illegal activity at 850-
745-7100, or call 911 for 
emergencies. 

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA, 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
with the Florida Retirement System. 2015-6207 EXP 5/17

RICP®

RETIREMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Wakulla Christian 
earns accreditation

Special to The Sun

Wakulla Christian 
School is proud to an-
nounce that it has been 
officially accredited by 
the Middle States Asso-
ciation (MSA), a globally 
recognized leader in ac-
creditation and school 
improvement. This mile-
stone reflects the school’s 
ongoing commitment to 
academic excellence, or-
ganizational integrity, 
and continuous growth. 
WCS is also accredited 
by the Florida Association 
of Chrisitan Colleges and 
Schools.

Accreditation by the 
Middle States Association 
is a rigorous, multi-year 
process that evaluates a 
school’s mission, gover-
nance, educational pro-
grams, student services, 
and overall effectiveness. 
By achieving this distinc-
tion, Wakulla Christian 
School has demonstrated 
that it meets internation-
ally recognized standards 
of quality and is dedicated 
to sustaining a culture of 
excellence.
“This accreditation is 

a significant achievement 
for our entire school com-
munity,” said Mr. Tim 
Vanderveer, School Ad-
ministrator. “It affirms 
the hard work of our fac-
ulty, staff, students, and 
families, and it strength-
ens our mission to pro-
vide a Christ-centered 
education that prepares 
students for success in 
both academics and life.”

Earning MSA accred-
itation provides several 
important benefits for 
students, families, and 
the broader Wakulla com-
munity:

• Assurance of Quality 
Education: Accreditation 
confirms that Wakulla 
Christian School meets 
high standards in curric-
ulum, instruction, and 
student outcomes.

• Continuous Improve-
ment: The process re-
quires ongoing evaluation 
and strategic planning, 
ensuring the school con-
tinues to grow and adapt 
to meet student needs.

• Enhanced Student 
Opportunities: Credits 

and transcripts from an 
accredited institution are 
more widely recognized by 
colleges, universities, and 
other schools.

• Accountability and 
Transparency: The ac-
creditation process in-
volves external review, 
reinforcing trust and con-
fidence among families 
and stakeholders.

• Global Recognition: 
MSA accreditation con-
nects Wakulla Christian 
School to a network of 
respected institutions 
worldwide.
This achievement un-

derscores Wakulla Chris-
tian School’s dedication 
to nurturing students 
academically, spiritually, 
and socially in a sup-
portive and faith-based 
environment.

Wakulla Christian 
School extends its grati-
tude to the faculty, staff, 
students, families, and 
community members 
whose support and com-
mitment made this ac-
complishment possible.
For more information 

about Wakulla Christian 
School and its programs, 
please visit www.wakul-
lachristian.com or con-
tact us at 850-926-5583.

HARRISON 
BAIL BONDS
850-926-2299
Franklin County 850-670-3333

Locally Owned & Operated by Mike Harrison Since 1995
3049 Crawfordville Hwy. • Across from Court House

www.wakullabailbonds.com
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We’ve Moved

REAL ESTATE SALES -
TURN IT INTO MONEY $$$
CONSIGNORS WANTED NOW!

Now Accepting Real Estate Consignments For Our 
2026 Multi-Property Auction 

Seeking: 
• FL, West Coast Area
• Commercial & Residential Properties
• NO Commission to Sellers
• We Pay Brokers!!
• Open to Private & Investor 

Properties

Consign at: (863) 644-6681 | auction@higgenbotham.com
www.higgenbotham.com

REAL ESTATE SALES -
TURN IT INTO MONEY $$$

In 
Cooperation
With:

Bonnie Holub
Certi�ied Life Coach

850-570-8271
BonnietheLifeCoach.com

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

It isn’t about how 
your life looks to others…

Its about how it feels to you!

Home Improvement/Service 

PROTECT YOUR HOME from 
pests safely and a� ordably. 
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, 
Termite, Spiders and other 
pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or 
inspection today 1-833-542-
1732 Have zip code of prop-
erty ready when calling! 

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! A� ord-
able prices - No payments 
for 18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts 
available. Call: 1-833-754-
2465

Miscellaneous 

Donate your vehicle to help 
fi nd missing children and 
prevent abduction. Fast free 
pickup, running or not, 24 hr 
response. No emission test 
required, maximum tax de-
duction. Support Find the 
Children, call: 1-833-546-
7050. 

Medical 

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERA-
PY USERS! Discover Oxygen 
Therapy That Moves with You 
with Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE infor-
mation kit. Call 1-833-661-
3729 

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! A cheaper alternative 
to high drugstore prices! 50 
Pill Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-877-349-1243 

Medical 

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! Re-
duce premiums and out-of-
pocket costs while getting 
the coverage you need! Call 
now for a competitive free 
quote. 1-877-351-3442. 
Plus... Income based govern-
ment subsidies are available 
for those that qualify! 

Wanted to Buy 

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-0211 

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! 
Looking for 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
These brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-833-641-6789 

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy process: 
Call, get cash o� er and get 
paid. Call today for your fair 
cash o� er: 1-321-603-3026 

 

STATE WIDE CLASSIFIEDS

AMERICA FIRST
CONSERVATIVE REPUBLICAN

VETERAN
OUTSIDER

BUSINESSMAN
PAID FOR BY KEITH GROSS FOR FLORIDA, INC.

@KeithGrossFL

@KeithGrossFL

@KeithGross
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USE THE NEWS
1. A STRONG EL 

NINO MAY BE 
COMING

Weather experts 
are watching the 
Pacific Ocean be-
cause a strong El 
Nino may develop 
this year. El Nino 
happens when parts 
of the ocean near 
the equator become 
warmer than usual, 
which can change 
weather around the 
world. This event 
could bring stronger 
heat waves, worse 
droughts in some 
places, and heavi-
er rain or flooding 
in others. Scientists 
are still not sure 
exactly how strong 
it will be, but they 
are concerned be-
cause ocean tem-
peratures are rising 
quickly. El Nino is 
natural, but climate 
change can make 
extreme weather 
even more serious. 
Make a weather pre-
paredness poster 
for families in your 
community. In 4 
to 6 sentences, ex-
plain what El Nino 
is, name two kinds 
of weather it could 
affect, and give one 
safety tip for dealing 
with extreme heat, 
drought, storms, or 
flooding.

2. DAVID 
ATTENBOROUGH 

TURNS 100

David Attenbor-
ough, one of the 
world’s most fa-
mous nature story-
tellers, has turned 
100 years old. As a 
boy, he loved find-
ing fossils, and that 
curiosity helped lead 
him to a long ca-
reer teaching peo-
ple about animals, 
plants, oceans, and 
the planet. His na-
ture documentaries 
have shown rare 
animals, beautiful 
places, and import-
ant environmental 
problems to millions 
of people around the 
world. Over time, At-
tenborough also be-
came a strong voice 
for protecting nature 
from climate change, 
pollution, and spe-
cies loss. Many an-
imals, insects, and 
plants have even 
been named after 
him. Think of a plant, 
animal, or natural 
place that you wish 
more people knew 
about. Write a short 
tribute explaining 

what makes it spe-
cial, why it should be 
protected, and how 
a nature storytell-
er like David Atten-
borough might help 
others care about it.

3. NEW TEXT-
BOOK SHARES 
AAPI HISTORY

A new free online 
textbook from UCLA 
is helping teachers 
share more stories 
about Asian Amer-
ican and Pacific Is-
lander history. The 
textbook includes 
many communities, 
people, and events 
that are often left 
out of regular histo-
ry books. It teaches 
about topics such as 
Asian Americans in 
the South, Filipino 
farmworkers, Ha-

waiian history, and 
important women 
like Patsy Takemo-
to Mink and Mamie 
Tape. The creators 
hope students will 
see themselves and 
others more clearly 
in American histo-
ry. They also believe 
learning these sto-
ries can help fight 
stereotypes and 
build understand-
ing. Create a “his-
tory spotlight” card 
about a person or 
group whose story 
deserves more at-
tention. Write 4 to 5 
sentences explain-
ing who they are, 
what challenge they 
faced, and why stu-
dents should learn 
about them.

4. A SPECIAL 
ANGEL ARTWORK 

COMES TO NEW 
YORK

A famous artwork 
called “Angelus No-
vus” has arrived in 
New York for the 
first time. The small 
drawing was made 
by artist Paul Klee in 
1920 and shows an 
unusual angel with 
wide eyes and small 
wings. The artwork 
became especially 
important because 
it was once owned 
by Walter Benjamin, 
a writer who had to 
flee the Nazis during 
World War II. The 
drawing survived 
a dangerous time 
in history and later 
became a symbol of 
memory, sadness, 
and strength. Even 
though the picture 
may look simple, its 
story makes people 
think about the past 
and why art can 

matter. Choose an 
object that could tell 
an important story, 
such as an old pho-
tograph, toy, letter, 
or drawing. Write 5 
sentences describ-
ing what the ob-
ject looks like, who 
might have owned it, 
and what memories 
or lessons it could 
carry.

5. AN ANCIENT 
BALLGAME LIVES 

ON IN MEXICO

In Mexico, fami-
lies and players are 
keeping alive an an-
cient ballgame called 
ulama. The sport is 
about 3,400 years 
old and was played 
by people in Meso-
america long before 
soccer became pop-
ular. In one version, 
players can only hit 
a heavy rubber ball 
with their hips, so 

they must jump, 
twist, and dive to 
keep it moving. The 
game nearly disap-
peared after Span-
ish conquest, but 
some communities 
kept it alive, and 
now more people are 
learning about it as 
Mexico prepares to 
help host the World 
Cup. Some play-
ers are glad ulama 
is getting attention, 
but they also want 
it to be respected as 
a real tradition, not 
just a show for tour-
ists. Write a short 
sports report intro-
ducing ulama to 
students who have 
never heard of it. Ex-
plain how the game 
is played, why it is 
important to Mex-
ican history, and 
why traditions need 
care and respect to 
survive. 
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QUALITY LAWN
& TRACTOR LLC

RES. & COMMERCIAL
* MOWING *  TRIMMING

* EDGING
* HEDGE TRIMMING

For all your
lawn service needs

850-363-6341   Lic&Ins

BIG BEND TOWING, INC
*TOWING  *ROADSIDE ASST.
*JUMP START
*TIRE CHANGE
*LOCK OUT
*FUEL

CALL BILLY HAYNIE
850-631-2361

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562 

www.allcornleather.com
John Allcorn Leather
Bags, Belts, Holsters

Some work on Shoes and tack
Also – Custom Products

SERVICES

Susan 
Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
SchatzmanSusan@gmail.com

734 Shadeville Road
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

®

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

TREE TRIMMING 
and REMOVAL

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY SERVICES

• Storm Damage 
• Tree Preservation 
Michael Mongeon

ISA Certified  Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment 

Qualified 850-421-8104

Tree trimming

Carol Ann 
Williams

Email or Text Me 
CarolAnn@LarsonPark.com

LarsonPark.com Broker Associate,-
Realtor  

850-566-9293 • Local In-Person Service

arson Park Realty
Commercial & Residential

Listing Properties for 
Sale or Manage!

Member of Chamber of 
Commerce and the 

Better Business Bureau

• Quality Residential and Commercial 
Repainting

• Pressure Washing

• Lift Available In House

• Wood Rot Repairs

• Deck Restoration

• Cabinet Painting

Locally Owned 
& Operated 

Serving Wakulla & 

Surrounding Counties

Since 1993
Member of Chamber of 

Better Business Bureaulicensed & insured
Jim Porter  &  Todd Porter

FOR QUALITY 
AND SERVICE 

THAT WILL
FLOOR 

YOU
Call Today for your 
FREE Estimate

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
LHFQuality 

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
850745-8723

Hardwood Engineered
Floating Flooring
Glue Downs
Nail Downs

Laminate 
& Vinyl

Installation Services:

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

4 0   A C R E S
F O R  S A L E
D. E. BILLINGSLEY

L i c .  R e a L  e s tat e  B R o k e R    

850-510-3309
www.debi l l ings ley.com

Lawn Service

towing Service

Your LocaL Water 
Diversion speciaList

www.newvisiongutters.com
448   220   2311

Lori L. Lewis
Chief Executive Offi cer

sendmethebillLLC@gmail.com
Cell 717-413-6761
Fax 717-256-7199
www.SendMeTheBill.net

1037 Gulf Shore Blvd.
Alligator Point, FL 32346

Sandulls Custom
Construction Solutions, LLC

850-666- 2435
Concrete - Stone - Masonry - Carpentry
Rot/Repairs – Remodels- Renovations
Landscape / Hardscape Skidsteer work

Junk Removal 
- Free eStimateS -

Gerald Brown 
PhotographyPhotography

• Licensed Drone Operator
•Beach Portraits
•Special Occasions

•Events
850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto

Local - Family owned

Storm & Cleanups
Tile Work to Landscaping; 

Mowing; Small Tractor work;
Junk/Car Debris; Furniture/

 Appliance Removal

What you Got?

HANDYMAN SERVICES
850-491-1055 
850-509-4762

Free 
Estimates

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND WDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

DEBRA NEW,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND BENEFICIARIES
OF RUSSELL A. SMITH, DECEASED
DEFENDANTS. 

April 23, 30, May, 7, 14, 2026

Case No.: 2026-CA-54

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Ethan Brown 
As Deputy Clerk

NOTICE OF ACTION
To: Unknown Heirs and Beneficiaries of Russell A. Smith, Deceased
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to partition real property pursuant to 
Florida Statute Chapter 64 has been filed against you. This action involves 
real property in Wakulla County, Florida (the “Property”) more particularly 
described as:

TRACT NO. 15, OF AN UNRECORDED PLAT OF SHADY ACRES: 
COMMENCING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SECTION 24, 
TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, (MARKED BY A CONCRETE 
MONUMENT BURIED IN COUNTY ROAD); THENCE RUN NORTH 
00 DEGREES 21 MINUTES 24 SECONDS EAST ALONG THE EAST 
BOUNDARY OF SECTION 24, 1,321.4 FEET; THENCE NORTH 89 
DEGREES 26 MINUTES WEST 1,688.65 FEET TO AN IRON PIPE, 
WHICH IS THE POINT OF BEGINNING. FROM THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING, CONTINUE TO RUN NORTH 89 DEGREES 26 MINUTES WEST 
230 FEET TO AN IRON PIPE, THENCE RUN SOUTH 01 DEGREES 08 
MINUTES 55 SECONDS EAST 186.09 FEET TO THE NORTH RIGHT 
OF WAY OF A COUNTY ROAD, THENCE RUN SOUTH 88 DEGREES 
05 MINUTES 30 SECONDS EAST ALONG THE NORTH BOUNDARY 
OF SAID COUNTY ROAD, 230.0 FEET TO AN IRON PIPE, THENCE 
RUN NORTH 1 DEGREES 04 MINUTES 50 SECONDS WEST 191.47 
FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. BEING SITUATE IN THE 
SOUTH 112 OF THE SOUTHEAST 114 OF SECTION 24, TOWNSHIP 
2 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, AND BEING OTHERWISE DESCRIBED 
AS TRACT NO. 15 OF AN UNRECORDED PLAT OF SHADY ACRES. 
TOGETHER WITH THAT CERTAIN MOBILE HOME LOCATED 
THEREON, DESCRIBED AS A 2002 PIONEER WITH VIN NUMBERS 
PH1124GA19527A AND PH1124GA19527B.
Parcel Identification Number: 24-2S-O 1 W -000-04008-004
Property Address: 20 McMahon Drive, Crawfordville, Florida 32322

This action was instituted in the Second Judicial Circuit Court, Wakulla Coun-
ty, Florida, and is styled Debra New vs. Unknown Heirs and Beneficiaries 
of Russell A. Smith, deceased, Unknown Heirs and Beneficiaries of Willie 
M. Shorrock, deceased, Unknown Heirs and Beneficiaries of Milford Jen-
sen, deceased, and Unknown Heirs and Beneficiaries of Mildred Jensen, 
deceased, County of Wakulla, In the State of Florida. You are required to 
serve a copy of your written defenses, if any, to it on the Plaintiffs Attorney, 
Michele Diglio-Benkiran, Esquire, whose address is C/0 Legal Counsel, P.A., 
13330 West Colonial Drive, Unit 110, Winter Garden, Florida 34787, on or 
before May 15, 2026 and file the original with the clerk of this court either 
before service on the Plaintiffs Attorney or immediately thereafter; otherwise 
a default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint 
or petition.
WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Crawfordville, Florida 15th day 
of December, 2026.

NOTICE of action

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE Public Sale

Pursuant to the Florida Self-Storage Facility Act, notice is hereby giv-
en that Crawfordville Self Storage, located at 3291 Crawfordville Hwy., 
Crawfordville, FL 32327; will sell or otherwise dispose of the contents 
of the following self-storage units to satisfy its lien for unpaid rent and 
other charges. The sale will be *online ONLY* Pictures and item de-
scriptions can be viewed at www.storagetreasures.com. Bidding will 
end at 8pm on Sun. 5/24. Unless otherwise noted on www.storaget-
reasures.com, the description of the contents are household goods 
and furnishings. Nelda Raulerson, F28; Tequila Jackson, G29; Cliff 
Lewis, B1; Carlos Gevawer, A26. Published May 14, May 21, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 086

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that AVK REAL EsTATE LLC The holder 
of the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1040 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07954-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens 
Block 24 Lot 49
OR 2 P 652
OR 813 P 104
Name in which assessed VERONA LLC said property being in the 
County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be 
redeemed according to law the property described in such certificate 
shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: 
June 17, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR 
Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

April 23, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2026

NOTICE of application for tax deed

Sean W. Gellis, Esq
Founder & Managing Member

561-371-2848 

Local Wakulla Attorney ~ Resident & Neighbor ~

2931 Crawfordville Hwy.  
Next to DQ

Sean@gellislaw.com
www.GellisLaw.com

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 092

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DONALD J ShEmwELL The holder 
of the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 371 Date of Issuance: may 29, 2019

Parcel #: 25-5s-02w-046-03368-000
Description of Property:
Aqua De Vida
Block F Lots 1 & 2
OR 12 P 190, OR 137 P 793
Name in which assessed JAmES ROBERT hARkINS/mARIE DEL 
BELChER C/O JF hARkINS said property being in the County of 
Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be redeemed 
according to law the property described in such certificate shall be 
sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: June 17, 
2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior 
to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

April 23, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on April 30, may 7, 14, 21, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 091

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that AVK REAL EsTATE LLC The holder 
of the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1003 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07812-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens 
Block 22 Lot 48
OR 1 P 193 & 
OR 233 P 740
Name in which assessed BARBARA ILIDAN said property being in 
the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be 
redeemed according to law the property described in such certificate 
shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: 
June 17, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR 
Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

April 23, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2026

BUILDING For RENT OR SALE
1138 Coastal Hwy. $750/Mo. - 
$750. Dep. Negotiable. Living 
quarters will need  fixing up.

Panacea 850-228-0313
Text or leave message

For rent/SALE

• Boating, Fishing,   
RV Equipment

• Miscellaneous Items
Fri & Sat May 22 & 23

1504 Alligator Dr., 
Alligator Point

8:00 am - 5:00 pm

S A L E

Home of The $5 
classified ad

Classifieds 
Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun 
at 850-962-8019 email 

classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

DISPLAY 
ADS

PER
COL
INCH 

$5
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND WDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

RANDOLPH SMITH,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
AKIRBY HOLDINGS, LLC; KATIE WILLIAMS RASHED; JEROME A. 
HAWKINS; DEL VERNA RUTH HAWKINS HENRY; DOROTHY LEE 
HAWKINS; ALBERT HAWKINS, JR. DECEASED, ANY UNKNOWN 
SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISES, GRANTEES, CREDITORS, ASSIGNS, AND 
ALL OTHER PARTIES CLAIMING BY THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST 
HIM; JOEL R. LAY AND BARBARA N. LAY,
DEFENDANTS. 

May, 7, 14, 21, 28, 2026

Case No.: 2025 CA 14

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

NOTICE OF ACTION
To: KATIE WILLIAMS RASHED
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Complaint for Access has been filed on the 
following property in Wakulla County, Florida:

THE WEST 15 FEET OF THE FOLLOWING PARCEL:
THE SOUTH 8 ACRES OF THE NORTH 40 ACRES OF THE SOUTH-
EAST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 24, 
TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORI-
DA, AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
BEGIN AT A CONCRETE MONUMENT MARKING THE SOUTHEAST
CORNER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 24, TOWN-
SHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
AND THENCE RUN NORTH 01 DEGREES 54 MINUTES 39 SEC-
ONDS EAST ALONG THE EAST BOUNDARY OF SAID SOUTHWEST 
QUARTER 281.46 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT, THENCE 
RUN WEST 1357.63 FEET TO THE WEST BOUNDARY OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID 
SECTION 24, THENCE RUN SOUTH 02 DEGREES 32 MINUTES 31 
SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID WEST BOUNDARY 281.58 FEET TO 
A ST. JOE PAPER COMPANY CONCRETE MONUMENT, THENCE 
RUN EAST ALONG THE SOUTH BOUNDARY OF SAID SOUTHEAST 
QUARTER 1360.73 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING CONTAIN-
ING 8.78 ACRES, MORE OR LESS.
AND THE SOUTH 15 FEET OF THE FOLLOWING PARCELS:
THE EAST ONE-HALF OF SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SOUTHWEST
QUARTER OF SOUTHWEST QUARTER (E 1/2 SE 1/4 SW 1/4 OF SW 
1/4) OF SECTION 24, TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, AND 
CONTAINING FIVE (5) ACRES, MORE OR LESS.
AND
THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF 
SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SOUTHWEST QUARTER (SW 1/4 OF 
SE 1/4 OF SW 1/4 OF SW 1/4) CONTAINING 2.50 ACRES, MORE OR 
LESS.
AND
THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF 
THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER (SW 1/4 OF SW 1/4 OF SW 1/4) OF 
SECTION 24, TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, CONTAINING 
10 ACRES, MORE OR LESS.
AND
COMMENCE AT A ST. JOE PAPER COMPANY CONCRETE MON-
UMENT MARKING THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SECTION 23, 
TOWNSHP 2 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, WAKULLA COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA, AND RUN NORTH 00 DEGREES 02 MINUTES 59 SECONDS 
WEST ALONG THE EASTERLY BOUNDARY OF SAID SECTION 
23 (AS MONUMENTED) A DISTANCE OF 711.07 FEET TO A CON-
CRETE MONUMENT (MARKED #2919), THENCE RUN NORTH 89 DE-
GREES 24 MINUTES 12 SECONDS EAST 36.82 FEET TO A RE-ROD 
(MARKED #4261), MARKING THE POINT OF BEGINNING. FROM 
SAID POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTINUE NORTH 89 DEGREES 24 
MINUTES 12 SECONDS EAST 264.88 FEET TO A CONCRETE MON-
UMENT (MARKED #2919), THENCE RUN NORTH 00 DEGREES 02 
MINUTES 25 SECONDS WEST 699.64 FEET TO A CONCRETE MON-
UMENT (MARKED #2919), THENCE RUN NORTH 88 DEGREES 26 
MINUTES 01 SECONDS WEST 308.37 FEET TO A ST. JOE PAPER 
COMPANY CONCRETE MONUMENT, THENCE RUN NORTH 89 DE-
GREES 31 MINUTES 26 SECONDS WEST 612.22 FEET TO A CON-
CRETE MONUMENT (MARKED #1254), THENCE RUN SOUTH 00 
DEGREES 01 MINUTES 21 SECONDS WEST 377.29 FEET TO A RE-
ROD (MARKED #4261), THENCE RUN EAST 655.92 FEET TO A RE-
ROD (MARKED #4261), THENCE RUN SOUTH 328.45 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING CONTAINING 10.00 ACRES, MORE OR LESS.
TOGETHER WITH A 20.00-FOOT-WIDE INGRESS AND EGRESS 
EASEMENT BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS:
COMMENCE AT A ST. JOE PAPER COMPANY CONCRETE MON-
UMENT MARKING THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SECTION 23, 
TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, WAKULLA COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA, AND RUN SOUTH 89 DEGREES 33 MINUTES 04 SECONDS 
WEST ALONG THE SOUTH BOUNDARY OF SAID SECTION 23 (AS 
MONUMENTED) A DISTANCE OF 592.49 FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING. FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING, RUN NORTH 00 
DEGREES 01 MINUTES 21 SECONDS WEST 1044.62 FEET, THENCE 
RUN WEST 20.00 FEET TO A RE-ROD (MARKED #4261), THENCE 
RUN SOUTH 00 DEGREES 01 MINUTES 21 SECONDS EAST 1044.77 
FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT (MARKED #1254) LYING ON 
THE SOUTH BOUNDARY OF SAID SECTION 23, THENCE RUN 
NORTH 89 DEGREES 33 MINUTES 04 SECONDS EAST ALONG 
SAID SOUTH BOUNDARY A DISTANCE OF 20.00 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING.

Thas been filed against you and others, and you are required to serve a copy 
of your written defenses, if any, to it on JAMES C. THOMPSON, ESQUIRE, 
SMITH, THOMPSON, SHAW, COLON & POWER, P.A., Plaintiff’s attorneys, 
3520 Thomasville Road, Fourth Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32309-3469, no 
more than thirty (30) days from the first publication date of this Notice of 
Action, and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service 
on Plaintiff’s attorneys or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a default will be 
entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition.
WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Crawfordville, Florida 30th day 
of April, 2026.

NOTICE of action NOTICE of action

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 085

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that AVK REAL EsTATE LLC The holder 
of the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1001 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07808-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens 
Block 22 Lot 44
OR 1 P 220
OR 813 P 144
Name in which assessed VERONA V LLC said property being in the 
County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be 
redeemed according to law the property described in such certificate 
shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: 
June 17, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR 
Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

April 23, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 087

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that AVK REAL EsTATE LLC The holder 
of the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1032 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07922-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens 
Block 24 Lot 17
OR 1 P 210
Name in which assessed RussELL J RIEs sR/shARON K RIEs 
said property being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Un-
less suchcertificate shall be redeemed according to law the property 
described in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the 
Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: June 17, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders 
must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in 
the auction.

April 23, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 088

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that AVK REAL EsTATE LLC The holder 
of the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1031 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07915-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens 
Block 24 Lot 10
OR 18 P 434
OR 813 P 107
Name in which assessed VERONA LLC said property being in the 
County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be 
redeemed according to law the property described in such certificate 
shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: 
June 17, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR 
Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

April 23, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 089

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that AVK REAL EsTATE LLC The holder 
of the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1027 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07902-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens 
Block 23 Lot 65
OR 2 P 886
OR 813 P 113
Name in which assessed VERONA LLC said property being in the 
County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be 
redeemed according to law the property described in such certificate 
shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: 
June 17, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR 
Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

April 23, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

A THENE ANNUITY AND LIFE COMPANY,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
TIMOTHY ORRELL A/KIA TIMOTHY CRAIG ORRELL, ET AL.,
DEFENDANT(s). 

May 14, 21, 2026

Case No.: 25000l29CAAXMX

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk 

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO:  TUNKNOWN TENANT IN POSSESSION 1

69 MEADOW RIDGE DRIVE, CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327
UNKNOWN TENANT IN POSSESSION 2

69 MEADOW RIDGE DRIVE, CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS STATED, CURRENT RESIDENCE UNKNOWN
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose Mortgage cov-
ering the following real and personal property described as follows, to-wit:

COMMENCE AT A CONCRETE MONUMENT MARKING THE SOUTH-
WEST CORNER OF LOT 106 OF THE HARTSFIELD SURVEY OF 
LANDS IN WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND THENCE RUN 
NORTH 17 DEGREES 17 MINUTES 02 SECONDS WEST ALONG 
THE WESTERLY BOUNDARY OF SAID LOT 106, A DISTANCE OF 
1131.428 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT FOR THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING.
FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING CONTINUE NORTH 17 DE-
GREES 17 MINUTES 02 SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID WESTERLY 
BOUNDARY 282.83 FEET, THENCE RUN NORTH 72 DEGREES 54 
MINUTES 52 SECONDS EAST 770.04 FEET TO A CONCRETE MON-
UMENT, THENCE RUN SOUTH 17 DEGREES 17 MINUTES 10 SEC-
ONDS EAST 283.02 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT, THENCE 
RUN SOUTH 72 DEGREES 55 MINUTES 44 SECONDS WEST 770.05 
FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

has been filed against you and you are required to a copy of your written 
defenses, if any, to it on Morgan B. Lea, McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP, 
225 East Robinson Street, Suite 155, Orlando, FL 32801 and file the original 
with the Clerk of the above- styled Court on or before June 12, 2026 or 30 
days from the first publication, otherwise a Judgment may be entered against 
you for the relief demanded in the Complaint.
WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Wakulla County, Florida 29th 
day of April, 2026. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
CAROL JEAN ANDREWS,
DECEASED
DIVISION: PROBATE

CASE NO: 2026-CP-50
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of Carol Jean Andrews, deceased, File 2026-
CP-50 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, 
FL 32327.  The name and address of the personal representative and the 
personal representative’s attorney is set forth below.
 All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s Estate including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
 All other creditors of the Decedent and persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s Estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
 ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
SECTION 733.702 FLORIDA STATUTES, WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
 The date of the first publication of this Notice is May 14, 2026.
Attorney for Personal Representative:
Frances Casey Lowe, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 521450
Frances Casey Lowe, P.A.
68-A Feli Way
Crawfordville, Florida 32327
(850) 926-8245 

Personal Representative:
Ashley Diana Andrews
10847 CR 1275
Tyler, TX 75703

May 14, 21, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
RICHARD HELMER PAGARD,
DECEASED
DIVISION: PROBATE

CASE NO: 2026-CP-51
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of Richard Helmer Pagard, deceased, 
File 2026-CP-51 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, 
Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville 
Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327.  The name and address of the personal 
representative and the personal representative’s attorney is set forth below.
 All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s Estate including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
 All other creditors of the Decedent and persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s Estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
 ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
SECTION 733.702 FLORIDA STATUTES, WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
 The date of the first publication of this Notice is May 14, 2026.
Attorney for Personal Representative:
Frances Casey Lowe, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 521450
Frances Casey Lowe, P.A.
68-A Feli Way
Crawfordville, Florida 32327
(850) 926-8245 

Personal Representative:
Terence Allen Pagard
5522 Kenwood Place, N., Apt. A
Seattle, WA 98103

May 14, 21, 2026

Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

50 Years 
Experience

Since 1975

850-443-5901

By Appointment 
Only

NOTICE to creditors

NOTICE to creditors
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
GERALD BRUCE NORMAN,
DECEASED
DIVISION: PROBATE

CASE NO: 2026-CP-64
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of Gerald Bruce Norman, deceased, 
File 2026-CP-64 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, 
Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville 
Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327.  The name and address of the personal 
representative and the personal representative’s attorney is set forth below.
 All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s Estate including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
 All other creditors of the Decedent and persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s Estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
 ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
SECTION 733.702 FLORIDA STATUTES,WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
 The date of the first publication of this Notice is May 14, 2026.
Attorney for Personal Representative:
Frances Casey Lowe, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 521450
Frances Casey Lowe, P.A.
68-A Feli Way
Crawfordville, Florida 32327
(850) 926-8245 

Personal Representative:
Benjamin J. Norman
2884 SE Pace Dr.
Port St. Lucie, FL 34984

May 14, 21, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 090

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that AVK REAL EsTATE LLC The holder 
of the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1021 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07875-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens 
Block 23 Lot 37
OR 7 P 63
OR 825 P 309
Name in which assessed TARPON IV LLC said property being in the 
County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be 
redeemed according to law the property described in such certificate 
shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: 
June 17, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR 
Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

April 23, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2026

NOTICE of application for tax deed

NOTICE of application for tax deed
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NOTICE of application for tax deed NOTICE of application for tax deed NOTICE of application for tax deed
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 093
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that MHF RETIREMENT TRusT The 
holder of the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax 
deed to be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issu-
ance, the description of the property, and the names in which it was 
assessed are as follows:

Certificate #: 1172 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-043-010-08943-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens unit 3
Block 22 Lot 19
OR 18 P 118
Name in which assessed JEssE R RAyMOND & LORRAINE RAy-
MOND said property being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. 
Unless suchcertificate shall be redeemed according to law the prop-
erty described in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in 
the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders 
must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in 
the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 094

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DuANE EvANs LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 193 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 26-4s-02w-022-02204-000
Description of Property:
Lake Ellen Estates unit 1
Block 2 Lot 28 OR 10 P 122
Name in which assessed JOhN PORTEMONT JR said property be-
ing in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate 
shall be redeemed according to law the property described in such 
certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Court-
houseon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in 
the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 095

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DuANE EvANs LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 194 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 26-4s-02w-022-02220-000
Description of Property:
Lake Ellen Estates unit 1
Block 3 Lot 3
OR 10 P 119 OR 991 P 65 DC
OR 991 P 66 DC OR 991 P 67
Name in which assessed LOuELLA EDENFIELD  said property being 
in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall 
be redeemed according to law the property described in such certif-
icate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthou-
seon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the 
OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 096

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DuANE EvANs LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 243 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 07-5s-02W-000-02638-000
Description of Property:
7-5s-2W P-8-M-32B
2 AC LYING IN NW 1/4 
OF sEC 7
DB 32 P 558
Name in which assessed JAMEs PLuMMER JR said property being 
in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall 
be redeemed according to law the property described in such certif-
icate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthou-
seon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the 
OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 097

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DuANE EvANs LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 287 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 23-5s-02w-128-02816-078
Description of Property:
Twin Lakes Estate unit 1
Block B Lot 32
OR 46 P 601 OR 1096 P 391
Name in which assessed LEOkATE LLC/BAskETs uNLIMITED 
BRAND LLC said property being in the County of Wakulla, State of 
Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be redeemed according to law 
the property described in such certificate shall be sold to the highest 
bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All 
bidders must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to partic-
ipate in the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 098

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DuANE EvANs LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 849 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-06854-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens
Block 6 Lot 41 OR 7 P 664
Name in which assessed MARy JANE WITWICkI said property being 
in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall 
be redeemed according to law the property described in such certif-
icate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthou-
seon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the 
OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 099

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DuANE EvANs LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 900 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07276-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens 
Block 14 Lot 65
OR 1 P 675 
OR 1063 P 152
Name in which assessed CAROL BELLER said property being in the 
County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be 
redeemed according to law the property described in such certificate 
shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: 
July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR 
Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 100

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DuANE EvANs LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 915 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07344-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens Block 15
Lot 64 OR 3 P 637
OR 547 P 442 OR 592 P 880
OR 788 P 427 OR 968 P 309 OR 1106 P 475
Name in which assessed LEvENTuREs LLC said property being in 
the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be 
redeemed according to law the property described in such certificate 
shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: 
July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR 
Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 101

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DuANE EvANs LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 942 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07474-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens 
Block 17 Lot 66 OR 3 P 951 & OR 257 P 206
Name in which assessed ThOMAs W TINLEy III said property being 
in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall 
be redeemed according to law the property described in such certif-
icate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthou-
seon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the 
OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 102

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DuANE EvANs LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 949 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07526-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens
Block 18 Lot 43 OR 1 P 586
Name in which assessed MRs FREIDA LINvILLE said property being 
in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall 
be redeemed according to law the property described in such certif-
icate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthou-
seon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the 
OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 103

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DuANE EvANs LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 956 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07597-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens Block 19
Lot 42 OR 6 P 821
OR 619 P 813 ORDER
OR 967 P 354 OR 1106 P 472
Name in which assessed LEvENTuREs LLC said property being in 
the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be 
redeemed according to law the property described in such certificate 
shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: 
July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR 
Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 104

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DuANE EvANs LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 991 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07761-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens
Block 21 Lot 71
OR 1 P 336 OR 85 P 279
Name in which assessed GORDON HOWE & HAzEL HOWE said 
property being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless 
suchcertificate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the 
Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders 
must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in 
the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 105

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DuANE EvANs LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1000 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07784-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens Block 22
Lot 18 OR 2 P 725 OR 621 P 324
OR 682 P 163 order OR 968 P 306 OR 1106 P 478
Name in which assessed LEvENTuREs LLC A NEW JERsEy said 
property being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless such-
certificate shall be redeemed according to law the property described 
in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakul-
la Co.Courthouseon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must 
pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the 
auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 106

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DuANE EvANs LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1004 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07816-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens
Block 22 Lot 52
OR 2 P 705 & OR 80 P 964 OR 81 P 550
Name in which assessed WILLIAM JOsEPh WIEsEMAN & ADA 
MAys WIEsEMAN said property being in the County of Wakulla, 
State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be redeemed according 
to law the property described in such certificate shall be sold to the 
highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 
A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to 
participate in the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 107

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DuANE EvANs LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1016 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07862-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens
Block 23 Lot 24 OR 2 P 882
Name in which assessed MARGARET JANE HANsON said property 
being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate 
shall be redeemed according to law the property described in such 
certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Court-
houseon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in 
the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 108

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DuANE EvANs LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1023 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07878-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens
Block 23 Lot 40
OR 4 P 254
Name in which assessed ThELMA M hAMMER C/O susAN K KING 
said property being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Un-
less suchcertificate shall be redeemed according to law the property 
described in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in 
the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders 
must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in 
the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 109

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DuANE EvANs LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1434 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-077-014-10391-000
Description of Property:
Grieners Addition
Block 1 Lot 7 Less st Rd R/W
OR 24 P 459
OR 679 P 717
Name in which assessed MARIA E PICCIRILLO  said property being 
in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall 
be redeemed according to law the property described in such certif-
icate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthou-
seon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the 
OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 110

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DuANE EvANs LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1543 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-078-013-11303-000
Description of Property:
Magnolia Gardens
Block N Lot 52
DB 61 P 589
Name in which assessed BEN P HOusER & CLAIRE HOusER 
said property being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Un-
less suchcertificate shall be redeemed according to law the property 
described in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in 
the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders 
must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in 
the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026
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Florida Wild 
Mammal 
Association

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327 

FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper 
towels

• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & 

nuts

• Pedigree 
wet & dry 
dog food

• Friskies wet 
& dry cat 
food

Trusted by Wakua County for 
over 20 Years!

ESTATE 
PROBATE
FAMILY LAW
REAL ESTATE 
MEDIATION

LoweLegalAndTitle.com     (850) 926-8245

� e Wakulla Jazz Band presented a 
Night of Jazz on Friday, May 8 at the high 

school. (Photos by Perry Dissmore)

Rowyn Shaw stopped by � e Wakulla Sun o�  ce to get a news-
paper with her honored as Student of the Week. Apparently, the 
school sent in the wrong spelling with the information and we 

are glad to correct it here.  (Photo submitted)

Night of jazz

Student of the Week

Congrats to our
Champions for Change

Kenny Manning

Voulnteer of the Year
Caden Gruebel

Youth Voulnteer 

of the Year
Tamie Nason Board

Member of the Year

Riley

Rising Star

 of

Hiroshi

Rising Star

rd
ar

 Friend of WCCY

Locally Owned 
& Operated 

Gulf Specimen
Marine Laboratories, Inc.
       Open to the public 7 Days a Week!

LEON WAKULLA RETIRED 
EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION
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