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Plans for new Wakulla High School

Demolition is set to begin this week on some of the old parts of the school to make way for $97 million new building

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

The Wakulla Coun-
ty School Board held a
groundbreaking cere-
mony on Wednesday,
May 27, to celebrate the
planned new high school
building.

The three-year, $97
million project will demol-
ish the nearly 60-year-old
high school building and
build a new two-story
classroom and adminis-
tration building, as well
as a new gymnasium and
performing arts center.

There will also be a re-
design of the parking lot
with one-way entrance to
the school at the current
traffic light on U.S. High-
way 98.

District Facilities Man-
ager Mike Barwick was
especially pleased with
some of the new planned
amenities — the state-of-
the-art performing arts
center, which he not-
ed will be larger than
Chiles High School’s; the
lighted band practice
field; the athletic cen-
ter’s classrooms; the new

Dignitaries at the groundbreaking held at Wakulla High
School on Wednesday, May 27. The day before, at right,
Principal Michele Falk held a tour of the school for mem-
bers of the Class of 1976, including Jena Brooks, center,
and Donna Crum Godwin.

front entrance which will
have a security kiosk to
be manned by a school
Guardian.

Barwick, who was
principal at Wakulla High
School before moving to
the district office, brought
knowledge of an educa-
tor and administrator to

the planning of the new
school.

The plan calls for a
complete new parking
lot and the start of dem-
olition over the summer.
From Fall 2026 to next
summer work will be un-
derway for the new ath-
letic center, ROTC room,
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and carpentry shop.

The new performing
arts center is expected to
be completed in Decemb-
ver 2027.

The new school will be
completed by Summer
2028.

The day before the
groundbreaking, current
principal Michele Falk
offered a tour to a hand-
ful of members of the
Class of 1976, organized
by class member Debra
Brown and joined by Jena
Brooks now of Ocala and
Donna Crum Godwin of
Panama City. But Falk
toured the classmates
around the new War Ea-
gle Academy rather than
the old building, showing
off the new classrooms
and vocational training.

Falk noted on the tour
that she will retire before
the new construction is
finished.

The tour did end at the
old lunchroom, where the
classmates noted it had
seemed so big 50 years
ago, and unable to believe
it’s where dances were
held with a band in the
corner.

Friction between boosters, admin

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

There is a divide be-
tween some school boost-
er clubs and the Super-
intendent Rick Myhre as
he has sought to clarify
financial policies with the
groups.

Myhre had made it
clear that monies collect-
ed by groups for student
extracurricular activities
are required to be turned
over to schools internal
accounts to be managed.

In emails and in a
statement issued last
week, Myhre said the
changes are required
and are being done with
a goal of transparency.

But the policy has cre-
ated tension with the
Gridiron Club, which
supports the football
team by selling signs to
advertisers at the sta-
dium, and seating and
preferential parking to
members.

A member of the Grid-
iron Club, who did not
want to be named, said
that, in the past, when
the coach needed some-
thing for the team -
meals for after the game,
say, or a new washing
machine to clean the
uniforms — he told the
boosters and they went
and got whatever was
needed.

The new policy, the
person said, would ham-
string that with bureau-
cratic oversight.

“It’s been this way for
decades,” the person
said, under past super-
intendents.

At this point, the
Gridiron Club is waver-
ing over whether to sell
signs, seating and park-
ing passes. If the club
does not go forward with
the sales, it will return

any money that’s been
paid.

“The fundraisers were
stripped from us,” the
person said.

Myhre noted his family
had been members of
the Gridiron Club for de-
cades and had seats, but
insisted money raised
needed to be accounted
for.

Myhre said he had
found no “transgres-
sions” by booster groups,
but said the law was clear
and there should be ac-
counting for the money
raised.

“It’s for the students,
right? That’s where it
should be spent,” he
said.

The member of the
Gridiron Club questioned
Myhre’s interpretation of
the Department of Ed-
ucation’s requirements,
saying in an email to
Myhre that “the current
disagreement relects a
differing interpretation or
administrative approach
regarding the application
of certain Red Book and
policy provisions to inde-
pendent booster organi-
zations, rather than the
discovery of obvious or
longstanding violations
that went unnoticed for
many years.”

The person in the Grid-
iron Club said one issue
of contention is whether
the fundraising is school-

based, or done at the
school, makes the funds
required to be turned
over to an internal ac-
count.

In response, Myhre
issued a statement that
read, in part: “The legal
requirements are clear,
all funds generated on
school campuses to sup-
port individual sports/
clubs are to be properly
receipted and depos-
ited into the school’s
internal account where
records are maintained
of theexpenditures from
those accounts. It doesn’t
take an extensive google
search in the news to
see the public outcry for
transparency, nor the
numerous instances of
fraud across the state.

“While I have not un-
covered,” the statement
says, “nor am I accusing
anyone one of impropri-
ety, I will not turn a blind
eye to a continued prac-
tice that is not aligned to
law or policy and puts our
organization at potential
risk. Allowing individuals
to not publicly account
for, in some cases, tens
of thousands of dollars,
where there is no public
oversight of the expendi-
tures is problematic to
say the least. One must
wonder why some would
be so critical of the elim-
ination of this practice
if the proper receipting

and accountability of the
funds still supports the
student athletes at the
same financial level.”

Myhre also notes in
his statement that recent
legislation will require
Florida school districts
to adapt to numerous
changes — including al-
lowing Booster clubs to
provide compensation
to coaches through the
School Board, though he
notes that financial reg-
ulations don’t allow for
the payment of staff from
internal accounts. “Once
again, intentionally di-
verting funds which are
to be receipted into an
internal account into an
external account, of any
type or name, and using
them for an improper
purpose is impermissi-
ble.”

He also noted chang-
es in Name-Image-Like-
ness payments for stu-
dent-athletes become
more prevalent, “the
requirements for these
payments to come from
entities not connected to
schools are going to be
closely monitored as well.
The diversion of funds
expected to be accounted
as school internal funds,
to an external source,
which then provides an
impermissible benefit
places the entire program
at risk. I cannot allow our
student-athletes to have
their program placed
on probation due to the
potential improper ac-
counting practices such
a system would create.”

The person with the
Gridiron Club said the
group had met once with
Myhre, and communi-
cated via email, but that
he had refused to dis-
cuss the matter further
— though the person was
hopeful for a resolution.

Judge denies
stay in Kemp
case

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN/Editor

The state attorney’s office filed an appeal of a
judge’s ruling dismissing a felony charge of using
a public record to harass against former County
Commissioner Mike Kemp and requested a stay in

the proceedings on a re-
maining felony for tam-
pering with a witness,
but Circuit Court Judge
Jeremiah Hawkes de-
nied the motion for a
stay in an order issued
Tuesday, May 26.

In a three-page order,
Judge Hawkes found
that granting a stay in

Former county
commissioner Mike Kemp

the case was not appropriate. The case is set to go
to trial the week of Aug. 17.

The case centers on information posted on
Wakulla Citizens Facebook page by then-adminis-
trator Becky Whaley, provided by Kemp, and given
to him by County Commissioner Ralph Thomas, of
the voter ID that Kemp and Whaley believed was
behind “Thunder Lightening” (sic), who trolled the
page and was critical of them. It turned out not to
be the person behind the anonymous account, but

another person.

The judge dismissed the charge, finding that “re-
sponding to public critics, and calling out a notable
critic, was not an illegitimate actiity for a candidate
for office, and indeed was constitutionally protected

speech.”

Man killed in
one-car crash

Staff Report

A 35-year-old Tallahassee man was killed in a
crash early Saturday morning on U.S. Highway
98 near Hideaway Lane, according to the Florida

Highway Patrol.

The man was driving an SUV traveling west at
1:45 a.m. on Saturday, May 30, when he failed to
negotiate a curve and went onto the shoulder of
the road and struck a tree.

The man, the sole occupant of the car, was pro-
nounced dead on scene, according to FHP.

FHP was assisted by Wakulla County Sheriff’s
Office and Wakulla Fire Rescue.
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American Leg

By MARJ LAW

American Legion Auxiliary

Would you ride 90 miles for our vet-
erans? Would you ride a motorcycle in
the rain and wind on Saturday, May
23rd to promote programs for our local
vets?

Motorcycle riders would. Despite
challenging weather, they came to
compete in Wakulla’s Post 114’s very
1st Annual Bug Run put on by Chris
Carraway, head of Chapter 114 of the
Division of American Legion Riders, and
Mike Simmons, Event Chair.

Over 50 people came out to support
this new event, including participat-
ing riders, Chapter 114 Riders, and
members of the Legion, Auxiliary, and
community volunteers.

Here’s how it went: Motorcycle rid-
ers started out at Crawfordville Auto
& Tire which served as base camp.
The purpose? To collect the most bugs
splattered on their bikes!

From base camp, they drove on to
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American Legion members at the gro

Park in Sopchoppy to the next site at
San Marcos de Apalache Historic State
Park, to the last site at Natural Bridge
Battlefield on Natural Bridge Road. 2
or more volunteers awaited them at
each stop. Collecting a stamp from each
location, riders ended back up at the

1Y Né" ~ 3
up’s first annual Bug Run
starting point.

On this windy rainy day, who collect-
ed the most bugs on their bikes?

Nine bugs splattered Eric Daniels’
bike and eight bugs decorated Juan
Williams’ bike. First place winner Eric
won a bike detailing from Shawn’s Pre-

ion holds a ride for veterans

cision Detailing and second place Juan
won a bucket of cleaning supplies to
detail his own bike!

And had the morning rain deterred
our riders?

No! “I love riding in the rain,” de-
clared Jeff Williams. Mike Simmons
and Austin Colomb must have thought
so too, as they rode from stop to stop,
constantly monitoring progress.

Legion & Auxiliary members manned
the base camp tents where they served
lunch after the competition. Joanna
Carraway designed the event’s logo
which was produced on T-shirts and
patches.

“I appreciate each and every person
who showed up at this event,” thanked
Mike Simmons.

Did riders come out to support our
veterans and our 1st Annual Bug Run
in Wakulla? They did.

Marj Law serves as Historian of Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary Post 114.

the first site at Ochlocknee River State

Keep Wakulla County Beautiful to host clean-up

Special to The Sun

The Greatest American Cleanup is a nationwide
movement preparing America for her 250th birthday
on July 4, 2026. With an ambitious goal to remove
25 billion pieces of litter and engage 25,000 com-
munities, communities are setting the stage for a
cleaner, greener, and more beautiful nation in time
for this historic celebration.

KWCB has been promoting the Greatest Ameri-
can Cleanup in Wakulla County for these past few
months now. You may have seen stickers, signs and
flyers all promoting this effort. This effort is ongoing!

We need all your help in continuing to clean and
beautify our county.

¢ Sign the Pledge! https://kab.org/greatest-amer-
ican-cleanup/ On line and on our sign! When you
sign up you get a fabulous sticker. Signs of your
commitment to this effort will be available to partic-
ipating businesses and groups.

e Help spread the word — social media posts,
photos, signs, flyers and stickers to display in your
homes or workplaces.

¢ Adopt a Road - this is an organized program
that is available through KWCB and the FL DOT.
Pledge to care for a stretch of road on an annual
basis with quarterly clean ups. Many organizations
and individuals have already committed but we

certainly need more. One of our 250th Anniversary
goals is to have 250 miles of road adopted in Wakulla
County. We have a way to go to meet that goal and
need your help!

¢ Clean up your property or properties, busi-
nesses, etc. Many already do but alittle extra spring
cleaning would be great!

¢ Organize a neighborhood or group clean-up of
an stretch of road or area. If you need to know of any
opportunities, KWCB will give you plenty of ideas.
Sadly Wakulla County is a target rich environment.
Take Before and After photos — KWCB loves those!
You can really appreciate your hard work and efforts
when you see those pictures. KWCB will help you
set everything up!

e Participate as an individual, a group or a busi-
ness in our specific efforts — pick up 250 pieces of
garbage or help us to reach 250 miles of adopted
roads. KWCB is also promoting beautification proj-
ects around the county by setting a goal of planting
250 trees this year.

e Join in the event itselfl

KWCB is sponsoring a Greatest American Clean-
up Community event on Saturday, June 13th from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Hudson Park in Crawfordville.
There will be food, fun contests for both adults
and kids. A hazardous waste relay, litter scavenger
hunts and a dunk tank! There will be vendors and

4-H awards ceremony is held

By RACHEL PIENTA
Special to The Sun

On a rainy spring eve-
ning in Wakulla Coun-
ty, the spirit of service,
leadership, and youthful
ambition filled the room
as families, volunteers,
and community leaders
gathered to celebrate
the annual Wakulla 4-H
Awards Celebration.

The program opened
with welcoming remarks
from Extension Agent
Rachel Pienta, Program
Assistant Christy Pear-
son, and County Com-
missioner Quincee Mess-

S

4-H Director Rachel Pienta hands out awards to youth.

pants to veterans with
up to nine years in the
program.

Member Excellence
Awards highlighted in-
dividuals who exemplify
the highest standards of
achievement, including:

e Bronze honorees
Braelynn Anne Cila-
no, Hiroshi Yoshioka,
Mae Counce, and Josie
Counce

¢ Silver honorees Ca-
den Gruebel and Lauret-
ta Compton

The Wakulla 4 H Shot-
gun Club was recognized
with the prestigious Gold
Clover Club Excellence

WAKULL 4
COUNTY

L

& 4-H CLUBS

ersmith. Youth members
led American and 4-H
pledges, traditions that
reflect both civic pride
and the organization’s
core values.

Graduating senior Ca-
den Gruebel delivered
the keynote address, re-
flecting on his five years
in 4-H. His journey,
marked by leadership,
competition, and service,
illustrated the program’s
lasting impact on youth
development and set an
inspiring tone for the
evening.

A cornerstone of the
celebration was honor-
ing club participation,
an essential part of the
4-H experience. Youth
who attended at least
half of their club meet-
ings were recognized for
their commitment, with
awards presented across
a diverse range of clubs.

Wakulla 4 H members
continued to shine as
they moved beyond the
county level. Numerous
youth competed in dis-
trict events, including
the Northwest District

Food Challenge, the Pan-
handle Poultry Show,
and Area North horse
competitions.

Among the district
winners:

e Josie Counce, Laila
Brown, and Jace Perez
earned first-place honors
in the Intermediate Food
Challenge.

* Mae Counce, Riley
Schaefer, Claire Urbik,
and Emily Urbik claimed
second place as a junior
team.

e Caroline Faulk cap-
tured multiple awards in
poultry exhibition and
photography.

* Riders such as Brae-
lynn Anne Cilano and
Kyndall Campbell placed
across multiple events,
while Riley Manning
earned a first-place fin-
ish in the keyhole race
at the senior level.

At the state level,
Wakulla youth achieved
notable success. Lauret-
ta Compton earned first
place in the Senior Illus-
trated Talk.

The county’s shooting
sports program also ex-
celled, with Parker Smith

earning first place in Se-
nior Trap and contribut-
ing to a third-place team
finish. Emiliano Cadena
placed in multiple skeet
and overall categories,
while Warner Counce
and teammates Caleb
and Nathan O’Grady
secured third place in
the Senior Team State
Shotgun Match.

On the national stage,
Noah Pearson represent-
ed Wakulla County at the
National Shooting Sports
Championships in June
2025 - an achievement
highlighting both indi-
vidual dedication and the
strength of the county
program.

Community Pride
projects, led by youth in-
cluding Caden Gruebel,
Kynthia Yoshioka, Emily
Zak, and Edison Zak,
further demonstrated the
commitment of Wakul-
la 4-H’ers to improving
their community.

The ceremony also
recognized members’
long-term dedication
through Years in 4-H
awards, honoring youth
from first-year partici-

Award, reflecting out-
standing team perfor-
mance and program
quality.

In addition, Emily
Zak and Caden Gruebel
were honored with the
State 4-H Communicator
Award for their work in
podcasting, highlighting
innovation and leader-
ship in emerging pro-
gram areas.

As the evening con-
cluded, Pienta reflected
on a year defined by
growth, resilience, and
success, “The celebra-
tion served not only to
recognize accomplish-
ments, but also to high-
light the strong network
of volunteers, families,
and leaders who support
Wakulla’s youth.”

Behind every award
presented was a sto-
ry of perseverance and
learning. From first-time
participants to seasoned
competitors, Wakulla
4-H members continue
to embody the organiza-
tion’s motto: “To make
the best better.”

community groups with info about their programs
and organizations.

We'll be publicly recognizing participating busi-
nesses, groups and individuals. Some community
groups will be having road clean ups that day as
well. KWCB hopes you can join us in this worthy
community effort and event!

Check out KWCB'’s website kwcb.org and FB page
for updates and more information. You can also send
us email at keepwakullabeautiful@gmail.com

There will be plenty of visitors for our July 4th
celebrations — up and down this area. Let them see
how great and sparkling clean our county can be.

Wakulla County is a very unique place — it com-
passes forests, rivers and a seashore. People who live
here stay here for generations. There’s not a lot of
places left like that in America. Wakulla County is
growing by leaps and bounds. All the more reason to
protect this unique environment. We need everyone’s
help to insure Wakulla County remains this uniquely
beautiful place for the next 250 years!

NEW VISION
" GUTTERS

YOUR LOCAL WATER
DIVERSION SPECIALIST

448 ¢ 2206 2311

www.newvisiongutters.com

PUBLIC NOTICES:

For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla

Sun provides this Public Notice Section for
all Public Notices not published in the Legal
Notice section of the newspaper.

FLORIDA
vJ PUBLIC NOTICES

RIDAPUBLICNOTICES.COM

Public Service Announcement
Meeting Announcement

The Apalachee Regional Planning Council announc-
es a meeting to which all persons are invited. The
Wakulla County Transportation Disadvantaged Co-
ordinating Board will meet on Wednesday, June
17, 2026, at 10:00 am Eastern Time, at the Wakul-
la County Community Center, 318 Shadeville Rd.,
Crawfordville, FL 32327. The agenda will include
its regular quarterly business items and updating
the Transportation Disadvantaged Service Plan.
For additional information contact Austin Britt, TD
Program Coordinator at the Apalachee Regional
Planning Council at 850-312-1862, or by email at
abritt@arpc.org.

May 28, June 4, 2026

City of Sopchoppy

Notice of Public Meeting

The City of Sopchoppy will hold two regular
monthly meetings Monday, June 8, 2026, at
6:30 p.m. and Tuesday, June 23, 2026, at 3:00
p-m. Both meetings will be held at City Hall, 105
Municipal Avenue, Sopchoppy, FL.

Purpose of Meeting: General Business.

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by
the board, agency, or commission with respect to any
matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he or
she will need a record of the proceedings, and that,
for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that
verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which
record includes the testimony and evidence upon
which the appeal is to be based.

Persons with a disability needing a special accommodation
should contact the City of Sopchoppy, Administration

Office at least two (2) days prior to the meeting at (850)
962-4611. June 4, 2026
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Opinions

THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-

www.thewakullasun.com

of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,

and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Ask Judge Smith: A sprint through the Bill of Rights

By JUDGE LAYNE
SMITH

Before the Revolu-
tionary War, British
troops occupied Boston
and imposed martial
law. Throughout the
colonies, colonists were
not allowed to gather,
speak freely, or publish
anything critical of Brit-

ever they felt like it, and
forcibly housed their
troops in American
homes without permis-
sion or compensation.
Following hunches and
gossip, they arrested
and jailed people with-
out cause.

With  this  back-
ground, our Founders
had good reasons to
fear tyrants and cen-
tralized authority. Their
fears led to the creation
of the Bill of Rights.
That said, let’s review
what the Bill of Rights
does for us.

First Amendment

Congress cannot es-
tablish a state religion,
tell you how to worship,
keep you from express-
ing your thoughts, or
censor or shut down

gathering  peacefully.
And people can petition
the government for re-
lief, which means they
can make complaints,
sue the government,
and lobby it for change.

Second Amendment
(exactly as written)

A well-regulated mi-
litia, being necessary
to the security of a free
state, the right of the
people to keep and bear
arms, shall not be in-

fringed.
Third Amendment
The government

cannot force people to
house soldiers in their
homes during times of
peace. During wartime,
it can only do so as pre-
scribed by law.

Fourth Amendment

The Fourth Amend-

cannot conduct unrea-
sonable searches and
seizures of persons or
private property, but
can conduct searches
and seizures that have
been authorized by
search warrants.

Judges can is-
sue search warrants
on findings of proba-
ble cause supported
by sworn testimony.
Search warrants must
describe with particu-
larity the places to be
searched and the things
to be seized.

Fifth Amendment

Only a grand jury
can bring certain crim-
inal charges against de-
fendants. Anyone found
not guilty of an offense
cannot be retried for the

they’re fairly compen-
sated.

Criminal defendants
cannot be forced to tes-
tify about the charges
against them, and they
will not face any reper-
cussions for remaining
silent. A person’s life,
liberty, or property can-
not be taken from them
without “due process of
law.”

Sixth Amendment

Criminal defendants
must be informed of the
specific charges against
them so they can de-
fend themselves. They
have the right to speedy
and public trials by im-
partial juries. They have
the right to counsel, to
confront opposing wit-
nesses, and to present
defenses.

right to a jury trial in
a civil lawsuit if certain
thresholds are met.
Eighth Amendment
(exactly as written)
Excessive bail shall
not be required, nor ex-
cessive fines imposed,
nor cruel and unusual
punishment inflicted.
Ninth Amendment
People have more
rights than those listed
in the Constitution.
Tenth Amendment
The states keep all
powers the Constitu-
tion does not expressly
delegate to the federal
government nor deny to
the states.

The Honorable J.
Layne Smith is the Cir-
cuit Judge assigned to

ish rule. British officials
searched people and

: prevent
private property when-

the media.
people

It cannot
from

ment protects people’s
privacy. Government

same offense, and peo-
ple’s property cannot be
taken from them unless

Seventh Amendment
A person has the

Wakulla County, Florida,
a bestselling author, and
a public speaker.

LETTERS FROM READERS

Musings on current politics

Editor, The Sun:

A collection of musings:

Today’s culture wars provide me
with a great deal of mirth. Mainly due
to nearly 50% of our fellow citizens are
seemingly incapable of critical think-
ing and rely, primarily, on emotions.

Just a few examples:

* No Kings Protests. These protests
exemplify the most idiotic of today’s

current observations by folks who can’t
seem to overcome emotions and reject
objectivity. I proffer the following:
Where were the No Kings protest-
ers when Obama shoved ObamaCare
down our throats and threaten to fine
us if we did not purchase from his pals
of the insurance companies? Imagine
how thrilled you would be if the feder-
al government commanded your fellow
citizens to buy only your doughnuts!

Something on your mind?

Email Letters to the Editor to editor@thewakullasun.
com; or mail it The Wakulla Sun, 12 Arran Road,
Crawfordville FL 32327; or drop it by the office on the
courthouse square.

Where were these pathetic protes-
tors when Biden commanded us to
take the jab otherwise we would lose
our livelihoods?

* Gerrymandering. To save democ-
racy and save the planet, one nation-
al political brand engaged in malfea-
sance and sleight of hand to deceive
simple-minded voters that voting dis-
tricts should be modified to favor one
party only. If a proposal is worthy of
consideration, supposedly to save de-
mocracy, why engage in malfeasance
and deception?

e The Epstein files. For those fake
moralists, spare me your hypocritical
outrage. Where were you when Epstein
was all the rage the last 20 years? You
allowed grown-men into little girls’
bathrooms. Shut the Eff up!

* #47: The most energetic President
in my lifetime. No, [ am not going to his
house for dinner and he is not coming

to my house for dinner. Yet, give #47
his due, he works harder and smarter
than any other President I have been
acquainted with. Before you spew TDS,
swallow your spittle and think of this:

His Secretary of State, Marco Rubio,
may be the most effective and domi-
nant SOS ever.

Willingness to address the Iran is-
sue is spot-on. I don’t like paying an-
other extra dollar for fuel but imagine
what the costs would be if Iran had
nukes? C’'mon, imagine that.

NATO’s “shelf life” may be waning.
It’s about time an American president
addressed the NATO issue. If the Eu-
ros don’t think it’s worth it for them to
pay for their own defense, why should
we?

Robert Franco
Wakulla County

Thursday, June 4

o The Rotary Club of Wakulla County
meets at the TSC Wakulla Center at 8:30
a.m. on Thursdays.

o Coastal Optimist Club meets at noon at
Myra Jean’s on the first and third Thurs-
days.

o The VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will

be held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in
Crawfordyville, every Thursday. There are
concessions and raffles.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30
p.m. every Thursday at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, June 5

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon
and 8 p.m. every Friday at 54 Ochlockonee
St.

Editor/Publisher:
William Snowden
editor@thewakullasun.com

Production Manager/IT:

Eric Stanton
estanton@thewakullasun.com

On the Horizon
Calendar of events for the week of June 4

Saturday, June 6

« ‘Sinners,” the award-winning movie, will
be screened at Palaver Tree Theater, 59
Shadeville Road, at 8 p.m. It’s a pay-what-
you-can event.

o Summer Smiles Family Fun Day, spon-
sored by Wakulla Giving Hands, will be
held at Sopchoppy Gym from 10 a.m. to 2
p-m.

o The Panacea Community Garden Farm-
er’s Market will be held from 9 a.m. to 12
noon in Panacea.

Sunday, June 7

» Wakulla Giving Hands holds a food give-
away every Sunday from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.
at the facility across from Medart Elemen-
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tary on Highway 98.
o Alcoholics Anonymous meets every Sun-
day at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Monday, June 8

o Planning commission meets in the com-
mission boardroom at 6 p.m.

o Sopchoppy City Commission meets at
City hall at 6:30 p.m.

o The Wakulla Respite Program is avail-
able for anyone with memory impairment
at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake
Ellen Baptist Church every Monday.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m.
for women and 8 p.m. for men every Mon-
day at 54 Ochlockonee St.

« Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class with
Margaret every Monday at 11 a.m. First
Baptist Church CLC Building in Craw-

fordville. Bring a mat.

« Line Dancing Class is held at Wakulla
Dance Academy every Monday from 7 to
9 p.m. $5 per person. Wear dance shoes or
tennis shoes.

Tuesday, June 2

o Sopchoppy community dinner is held
every week at the Towles House at 6:30
p-m.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets every
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, June 3
o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon

and 6:30 p.m. every Wednesday at 54
Ochlockonee St.

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

You can support The Wakulla Sun
with a tax-deductible donation to help
us cover the stories that matter to you.

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important
topics in our community.

Your contributions will equip our
newsroom to better serve you and all
our readers.

That means:

* More reporters on the street

* More local news about our com-
munity

* More local content on the environ-
ment and local businesses

A little bit goes a long way. With your
help, we can keep the presses running
through hard times.

We would very much appreciate your
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with
its principal place of business in Florida.

The Florida Press Foundation is
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other
information about the Florida Press
Foundation’s purpose, programs and
activities can be obtained by visiting
https:/ /floridapressfoundation.org or
by writing to Florida Press Foundation
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304,
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or
check. If by check, payment must be
made to the Florida Press Foundation
and write in the check memo line that
you want the donation to go to The
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304,
Tallahassee FL 32301
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Tree service &
Stump grinding
850-509-3868

If you are a business and want to be
seen...this is your spot to advertise!!!
Would you like to remind people
that you are open for business, have
you moved, are you offering new
products or services? This is your

Contact Lynda Kinsey 850-962-8019
LKinsey@TheWakullaSun.com

spot to advertise!
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Wakulla Crossroads

By VERNA BROCK

This past Saturday afternoon a
large portion of Wakulla County at-
tended the Wakulla Dance Academy’s
annual recital at Chiles High School.
Among all the other celebrations at
this time of year, this event is one of
my favorites. Of course that has noth-
ing to do with the fact that my grand-
daughter is a participant!

It is so exciting to watch these chil-
dren work, learn and grow from year
to year. This year, two dancers are
graduating, after a lifetime of dance.

Their performances were amazing and
beautiful. The participants ranged
from pre-school age to high school
graduates, which provides a real per-
spective on the journey dancers tra-
verse from beginners to virtuosos.
We finally received decent rain here
in Wakulla, really for the first time in
months. Literally overnight, my flower
gardens have burst into life. Though
the weeds prospered more than my
flowers, they really exploded into a
frenzy of growth after the rain. Grass
changed from crispy to green, and I
even briefly had puddles! Yes, it has

been hot and humid, but I'm very glad
for the rain.

The pond is starting to fill again,
which is making the frog chorus very
happy. It’s fun to wander out after
dusk and just listen to the cacoph-
ony. You might be surprised at just
how loud the amphibious choir can
be. Sometimes I get lucky and get to
watch the bats dip and dive as they
chase insects across the sky, and
when it gets really dark, I can watch
the fireflies flicker on and off.

Every now and then, the game
cameras catch a random cat, fox or
raccoon rambling across the proper-
ty looking for tasty treats. You just
never know what will show up from
one night to the next. They definite-

ly make short work of our peaches,
citrus and berries when they’re in
season. What the cats are looking for
is anyone’s guess, except perhaps a
short-cut from point A to point B.

Next Sunday, the Wakulla United
Methodist Church will host a potluck
dinner following the service, and all
are welcome to join. They will host
a Church garage sale on Saturday,
June 13th to help raise funds to sup-
port the food pantry, and there will be
lots of “cool stuff” there.

The Woodville UMC will have its
Second Sunday Sing on Sunday,
June 14th, at 6 p.m., with a fellow-
ship supper at 7. Everyone is invited
to join in for a great time.

4-H holds Community Pride Project

Special to The Sun

The Wakulla County 4-H Commu-
nity Pride Project took a powerful step
toward youth awareness and preven-
tion this year with “Prevention Before
Intervention,” a teen town hall created
by youth, for youth. Led by Emily Zak
and co-hosted by Caden Gruebel, the
event opened honest conversations
about substance use, mental health,
peer pressure, leadership, and the
importance of connection within the
community.

Throughout the evening, members
of FLOW (Future Leaders of Wakulla)
shared personal messages focused
on challenges many teens face today
and the importance of making pos-
itive choices. Emily Zak opened the
discussion with a presentation titled
“Social Media vs. Reality,” reminding
attendees that the lives people portray
online are often far from perfect.

“Most of what people post is just
what they want people to see or think
about their lives,” Zak explained. “And
most of the time, it makes you com-
pare yourself to them and makes you
think you’re not enough. But that’s
not true.”

Zak encouraged youth to remember
that struggles are a normal part of
life and growth. “Real life comes with
struggles and challenges,” she shared.
“Those things are like a package deal.
If you have struggles and challenges,
you get growth.”

Lani Lopez-Logan followed with
a discussion on mental health and
stress, speaking about the importance
of acknowledging struggles that many
young people experience but often
keep hidden. Destyn Kohn then ad-
dressed peer pressure, explaining that
it does not always come in the form
of direct force or obvious persuasion.

The conversation continued as
Gage Hand emphasized the impor-
tance of safe spaces where youth feel
comfortable opening up without fear
of judgment. Edison Zak spoke about

leadership and finding your voice, ex-
plaining that leadership is more than
just having good manners.

“Leadership isn’t about manners,”
Zak said. “It’s about being willing to
speak up and realize your ideas and
opinions matter.”

Closing out the youth speaker
portion, Kynthia Yoshioka shared a
message about positive choices and
overcoming challenges. She remind-
ed attendees that while life does not
always go according to plan, struggles
do not define a person.

“Making positive choices can be
hard,” Yoshioka explained, “but al-
ways remember, your struggles don’t
define you. How you deal with them
does.”

Following the youth presentations,
Caden Gruebel shared a moving testi-
mony about someone who had passed
away, helping transition the evening
into a deeper discussion about the
realities of substance abuse and over-
dose prevention.

Participants in a Teen Town Hall about ‘One Pill Can Kill?

Emily Zak then introduced special
guest speakers from the Drug En-
forcement Administration in Miami,
DEA agents Keith Barker and Gretch-
en Rovira. Barker spoke about his
work preventing drugs from reaching
consumers and arresting drug deal-
ers. Through personal stories and
experiences from his career, he em-
phasized the importance of teamwork,
trust, and communication.

One story Barker shared involved
a major chase as a new DEA agent
that led him across a city and onto
an airplane in pursuit of a suspect.
Relying entirely on his partner to con-
tact the Chicago DEA office, Barker
recalled the uncertainty he felt during
the flight until another agent met him
upon arrival and informed him the
area had already been secured.

Rovira delivered the DEA’s “One
Pill Can Kill” presentation, high-
lighting the dangers of fentanyl and
counterfeit pills. She explained that
more than 80,000 overdose deaths

occur annually in the United States
and demonstrated how only two mil-
ligrams of fentanyl, an amount barely
the size of the tip of a pencil, can be
deadly.

She also introduced attendees to
“The Faces of Fentanyl” memorial
wall, which has since become digital
after the physical wall in Arlington,
Virginia, ran out of space.

“I really appreciate the opportunity
to be able to share the message that
one pill can kill,” Rovira said.

After dinner, attendees participat-
ed in a Q&A panel featuring Michelle
Peltier of the Florida Department of
Health, Stacey Brian of DISC Village,
Sheriff Jared Miller, and Gretchen
Rovira. The discussion allowed youth
and community members to continue
the conversation and ask questions
openly.

“No matter what, always be a lead-
er,” said Stacey Brian of DISC Village.
“Recovery is possible for everyone.”

Sheriff Jared Miller praised the
youth organizers and the effort behind
the event.

“This town hall meeting was a spe-
cial event for the youth to put on,”
Miller said. “The organization of such
great future leaders makes me proud
to be in Wakulla County.”

Caden Gruebel also reflected on the
impact of the evening.

“It was great to see everyone come
out in aid and support,” Gruebel said.
“l am grateful for our speakers helping
open eyes with what dangers are really
out there, and great job to Emily and
the youth for putting it together.”

For Emily Zak, the event represent-
ed more than just a town hall , it was
an opportunity to create meaningful
conversations among local youth.

“I was so excited to be the lead for
this event because I'm very passion-
ate about this topic, and I believe it’s
important to youth,” Zak said. “Thank
you to everyone who came out, talked,
and supported the Teen Town Hall
and Sunset Social Dance.”
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HOME ON THE RANGE

Does handgun length make a difference?

3

By MARJ LAW

“Oh, you're just say-
ing that,” scoffs Cin-
dy. “A handgun with a
small barrel is going to
be much easier to shoot
than one with a longer
barrel. It will have less
recoil, and I sure don’t
want a gun with much
recoil. In fact, I'm even
considering an airweight
revolver. Why lug around
a revolver all made of
steel? A revolver with a
polymer frame will be
light in my hands, short
for concealment and
light in recoil.”

Well...

Not so, as Madison
Heim in Athlon Outdoors
found out.

While he agrees that
recoil is a concern for
new shooters, this is
what he learned: “When
I first started shooting, I
assumed that the light-
er a handgun was, the
less recoil that would be
felt. However, I quickly
learned it was the exact
opposite. Essentially,
pistols that are on the
heavier side typically
have less felt recoil, due
to their larger mass,
which in turn creates
less energy transference

into a shooter’s hands
and body.”

Since Cindy is so
adamant about recoil,
length of barrel and size
and weight of a gun,
Joe and I offer to let her
shoot three different re-
volvers so she can notice
the difference for herself.

The three handguns
are the S&W Chief’s
Special, the Colt Dia-
mondback, and the S&W
Model 14-2. The Chief
has a 1.88-inch barrel,
the Diamondback has
a 4-inch barrel, and the
S&W Model 14-2 has a
6-inch barrel.

2, 4, and 6 inch bar-
rels. When she finds
out for herself, she’ll
know that the heavier
gun with the longer bar-
rel will have less recoil.
There’s quite a difference
in weight too. The Chief
weighs 19.64 ounces,
the Diamondback is
28.5 ounces and the
Model 14-2 weighs 36
ounces. Yes, there is a
big difference in weight.

“Oh, I don’t want to
shoot your guns,” pro-
tests Cindy. “But I'll
watch you shoot them.
I'll be able to notice your
hands flying upward if
there’s recoil, and I'll
check out the target
to see how accurately
you’re shooting.”

We are at the Wakul-
la County Sheriff’s Of-
fice range, as usual on
a Wednesday morning
around 10 a.m.

Joe and I agree to
shoot each gun while
Cindy watches. It’s im-
portant for a beginner
especially to avoid a lot
of recoil. As Madison
went on to say, “For

SERPENT STAR
(Ophioderma brevispinum)
This distinctive sea star can grow to 3 inches. It
lives in shallow subtidal sea grass areas. These

starfish are predatory

and scavenger both

catching prey or eating detritus. They have a
high tolerance for fluctuations in salinity. This
sea star has an unusual life cycle. The larvae
hatch, enter a plankton stage for a mere 4-5 days
and then metamorphose to the nonswimming
form. This adaptation allows them to survive in
the unstable water conditions of shallow seas..
Eukarya, Animalia, Echinodermata,
Ophiuridia, Ophidermataidae, Ophioderma
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2,4, or 6” Barrel: Which has less recoil?

many new shooters, the
sensation of a handgun’s
recoil (kick) can be star-
tling and overwhelming.
This can lead to obsta-
cles such as flinching,
improper trigger control
and shooting fatigue.”

“Shoot the smallest
gun first, because that’s
about the size I want,”
Cindy instructs.

We are aiming at
8-inch targets, 20 feet
away. We will shoot
three rounds from each
handgun.

Joe picks up the Chief,
aims and shoots. Oops!
Where did it go?

Now, let me say, Joe
takes his guns very se-
riously. He would never
shoot badly on purpose.
That one shot with the
Chief simply didn’t hit
the target. He shoots
twice more. These hit the
target, but not near the
center.

My turn. I pick up that
little gun and aim. Bam!
OK, it has some recoil.
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Quite a bit of recoil. I grip
harder and shoot twice
more. Well, at least they
all hit the target, but
they are on those outer
rims. Usually, I shoot
better than that. I sure
wouldn’t want to shoot
this gun all day.

Cindy is not im-
pressed. “I thought you
guys came out here
almost every week! I
thought you’d shoot bet-
ter than that!”

We do. And yes, poor
shooting is embarrass-
ing.

Joe picks up the Dia-
mondback. He aims and
fires. Bam! Ah! Much
closer to the center! He
shoots twice more and
each bullet hits close to
the center of the target.

My turn. I hold on
tightly, remembering the
strong kick of the Chief.
Bam!

Wow! The Diamond-
back is so smooth! Trig-
ger pull is easier and
trigger pull travel is easi-

er, too. And there’s much
less recoil. The gun is
very well balanced. I like
it. And I just touched
the X-ring with my first
shot. Yay!

My next two shots ar-
en’t so good, but they are
close to the center.

“l didn’t see the front
of the gun rise nearly
so much when you shot
this gun,” commented
Cindy. She’s surprised.

Last, we shoot the
Model 14-2. All our shots
are close to the center of
the target. Not bad. Joe
thinks it has a lighter
trigger and trigger travel
than the Chief; about
the same as the Dia-
mondback. I find trigger
pull and travel more
difficult, but the grip is
way too big for me. Get-
ting a good hold makes
a difference in how we
shoot, but this one is
not the original grip. Joe
changed it out because
he needs a larger one for
his big hands.

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO
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“I can tell that both of
you experienced more
recoil with the Chief’s
Special than either the
Diamondback or the
Model 14-2.” she com-
ments. “That’s not what
I expected. But I do want
a gun with a short bar-
rel so I can fit it in my
purse.”

What should Cindy
do?

Boyd Smith on Re-
loader Addict brings up
this question.

“What’s the right
choice for self-defense
then?” he asks, and
then continues: “Really,
the decision between
long and short barrels
for self-defense comes
down to personal pref-
erence, intended use,
and individual lifestyles
or needs. For those who
want concealment and
maneuverability, short
barrels are mostly the
better choice. They are
easier to carry, quick-
er to deploy, and more
suited for close-quarters
encounters.”

Cindy deliberates for
a moment.

“I certainly don’t want
a gun with a 6-inch bar-
rel. It’s too big and won’t
fit in my purse. It’s also
too big to put on an
inside-the-waistband
holster or even in an
outside-the-waistband
one. There isn’t any way
I could conceal it on my
body. So that leaves me
with the small and com-
pact handgun, or one
with a 3-4 inch barrel.”

“Since I'd also like to
come out to the range
and practice, I don’t
think I’'d practice much
with the smaller hand-
gun. It has too much
recoil, so it wouldn’t be
enjoyable.”

Note: Joe and I will
not be at the range for
the next two Wednes-
days. We will be back
on Wednesdays after
these should anyone
want some assistance.

Marj Law is the former
director of Keep Wakulla
County Beautiful who
has become an avid
shooter in retirement.
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a peek into life on and under the water

Water W‘W

Local writers share their experiences
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Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports

By Emory Smith

Underwater
8y Gregq samton Watkutlla

The Boating Season
is now in full swing!
Here’s a few tips to stay
safe on the water this
Summer!

Wear your Life Jack-
ets!

Floatation devices on
a boat are a must-have
item. According to the
U.S. Coast Guard, 85
percent of drowning
victims in recreational
boating accidents were
not wearing a life jacket.

Even if everyone
on board the boat is a
strong swimmer, if you
or your group is strand-
ed in the water for a
long period of time or
becomes incapacitated
in the water, wearing
a life jacket or life vest
increases your chances
of survival.

The U.S. Coast Guard
requires anyone ages 13
and under to be wear-
ing a Coast Guard-ap-
proved life jacket at all
times. There must also
be one lifejacket for ev-
ery person onboard.

Be sure to wear the
life jacket properly -
with both arms through,
zipped up and/or buck-
led together.

Don’t Drink and
Boat!

Alcohol use is the
leading known con-
tributing factor in fa-
tal boating accidents,
according to the Safe
Boating Council. Alco-
hol affects a person’s
vision, judgment, coor-
dination, and balance.

Operating a boat
while intoxicated is
not only dangerous to
yourself, everyone on
your vessel, and those

Coast Guard Station
Coast Guard Station

Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)

&% Boating Emergencies -~
Panama City .....vevvvveneisnnenn.

Yankeetown .......cooerererennnenes

(850) 234-4228

(352) 447-6900

(850) 942-7500
..................... (850) 284-1166

around you - it is also
a crime. To avoid any
potentially dangerous
situations, choose a so-
ber driver ahead of time.

Carry a First Aid
Kit!

First aid kits are
available at most phar-
macies and retail stores.
The American Red
Cross has a list of items
that should be included
in every first aid kit -
including bandages,
gauze, antibiotic cream,
antiseptic, tweezers,
and a thermometer.

Know before you go,
especially the weath-
er!

Being out on the open
water feels great — un-
less the weather starts
to turn. When wind and
rain start to move in,
things can become un-
safe pretty quickly.

Check the forecast
the night before and the
morning of your planned
boating day to ensure
you don’t encounter any
severe weather. If there
is a chance of rough
weather, have a plan to
avoid getting caught in
a storm.

Keep Your Eyes
Open!

Be aware of what -
and who - is around you

40 ACRES

FOR SALE

D. E. BILLINGSLEY

LIC. REAL ESTATE BROKER

850-510-3309

www.debillingsley.com

and the boat in which
you are riding.

Some bodies of wa-
ter have speed limits
and no wake zones that
need to be respected.
Drivers of motorized
boats should always be
looking out for people
in smaller vessels (e.g.,
kayaks, rowboats, etc.)
or swimmers.

Hazardous tree
limbs, sandbars, and
other obstructions in
shallow waterways also
create the possibility
of damaging the boat
or injuring people on
board. Being attentive
about these potential
problems will make for
a better overall boating
experience.

Have a great time on
the water and be safe!
As Sherrie says, “Safe
boating is no accident!”

If you would like to
learn more about vessel
safety checks, please
contact Steve Hults,
Staff Officer for Vessel
Examinations at steve.
hults@uscgaux.net

Please contact us for
more information about
our safe boating classes
or learning more about
getting involved in the
Auxiliary, check out
our website at www.us-
cgaux.net follow us on
Facebook @ Apalachee
Bay Flotilla 12 or con-
tact our Flotilla Com-
mander Phil Hill at pnk-
khill2000@yahoo.com

The Coast Guard Aux-
iliary is the uniformed
civilian volunteer com-
ponent of the U.S. Coast
Guard and supports the
Coast Guard in nearly
all mission areas. The
Auxiliary was created
by Congress in 1939. For
more information, please
visit www.cgaux.org.

Sandulls Custom
Construction Solutions, LLC

850-666- 2435

Concrete - Stone - Masonry - Carpentry
Rot/Repairs — Remodels- Renovations
Landscape / Hardscape Skidsteer work

Junk Removal
- FREE ESTIMATES -

it we o i -850 3505428
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: GeraldB'rowwnPhoto@GmaiI.corﬁ-

Winter Storage. September 20, 2012

The winter brings cooler and rougher ocean water that
often lessens diver enthusiasm. If you want to continue
diving during the winter, the caverns of North Florida from
Morrison Springs and Jackson Blue to our west, Orange
Grove, Peacock, Troy and Ginnie to our east and Divers
Den and Blue Grotto to our south

make for wonderful dives (as long as you are Cavern qual-
ified). Their waters are usually clear and constant tempera-
ture year around. The drive time is between one and two
hours. Those who can, travel to warm dive destinations in
the winter. When winter interest step up such as hunting,
school and football, our diving equipment is forgotten. How
should we store it and where?

Proper storage now can save money and needless delays
next spring. So gather up your dive equipment and let’s get
started. Many folks take their regulator in for its annual
inspection before storage, others in the spring before use.

Cylinders need to be stored full of breathing gas, or com-
pletely empty and open. A partially filled aluminum cylinder
stored in a closet becomes a bomb when your

house burns down.

Recall you basic physics: you can expect a 5 psi increase
in pressure for every 1 degree increase in ambient tempera-
ture. A full cylinder at 3000 psi will pop its safety burst disc
before the cylinder melts down and relieve the pressure of

the cylinder. A half-filled cylinder will not, resulting in a
failure to contain the gas and a sudden explosive rupture.
Shrapnel from the cylinder wall will cause further damage
and possible injury.

Now is the time to inspect the dates for testing and
schedule any tests before you need to use your cylinders.
We are often asked to fi Il out of hydro or VIP cylinders in
the spring, causing further unwanted delays. Store your
cylinders standing up with some type of restraint to keep
them from falling over. Cylinders may be

tied to a wall or closet using an eye bolt and some 1/4
inch line from the bolt and around the valve. Steel round
bottom cylinders need a boot to be more stable standing up.

I am certain you rinse your equipment after each dive. But
now you should soak all of it. Fill your BC with fresh water
and submerge it in a tub of fresh water overnight. Be sure
to seal the fi rst stage of your regulator (dust cap) before
submerging the entire regulator in with the BC.

Yes, toss in your fi ns, mask, snorkel, gloves, speargun,
dive gear bag and wet suit as well. You need to soak out
the salts before a long storage. The next day, remove the
equipment from the tub and drain the BC, hang everything
out to dry in the shade, and infl ate the BC with dry air
from your tank.

Once dry, your rubber parts can be lightly powdered
with talcum, a natural preservative. I do not recommend
dumping talcum into the snorkel or the second stage of the
regulator however. If you forget to clean it out next spring,
breathing talcum is unpleasant. Roll or fold up your wet
suit (do not hang it on a wire hanger!) and store it on a shelf
away from any motors or gas furnace as ozone generated
by these devices will destroy the rubber. Hang your BC in
the same closet on a strong hanger or one that is designed
for dive equipment.

Your regulator can be coiled up on a shelf or attached to
the special BC hanger that has clips for the regulator. Much
of the rest of your equipment can go back into your gear
bag, now that it has dried, and stored on yet another shelf.

When the soft spring breeze beckons you to dive again,
you will find your dive equipment ready to reliably serve
your underwater needs once again.

Editor’s Note: This is a repeat of a column from 2012.
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Becoming the wife Bert thought he married

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

Years ago, I was critical
and angry with my hus-
band, Bert. The more he
put his work and needs
ahead of me and our re-
lationship, the worse my
attitude became.

I felt rejected, and 1
wasn’t shy about letting

him know how I felt.

One day, our conflict
boiled over. “We can’t
go on like this. I want a
divorce,” Bert said, throw-
ing his wedding ring onto
the coffee table as he
headed to the garage. His
words sliced through me
as I crumpled to the floor.

“God, please change
me!” I cried, clutching
Bert’s wedding ring. I
felt God’s gentle, albe-
it convicting, nudging.
Whether my behavior was
“justified” or not, as an
imitator of Christ, it was
not God-honoring (nor
Bert-honoring).

For the next several
weeks, [ began to practice

the principles presented
in Dr. Emerson Egger-
ichs’ and R.T. Kendall’s
books (“Love & Respect:
The Love She Most De-
sires; The Respect He
Desperately Needs” and
“Total Forgiveness,” re-
spectively), which caused
me to think and behave
differently. I treated Bert
more respectfully and,
with God’s help, chose to
forgive him for his failures
while continuing to take
responsibility for mine.

I didn’t do everything
perfectly, but my re-
pentance was real. As I
prayed constantly and
meditated on God’s Word
every day, I sensed God’s

presence penetrating my
innermost being.

My hope grew. Thank-
fully, so did my under-
standing of my signifi-
cance and calling in Je-
sus. As a Christ-follower,
I’'m called to lovingly serve
my husband, even when
he “doesn’t deserve it.”
Doing this doesn’t dimin-
ish my value. It fulfills me.

Whenever I chose to
honor and respect Bert,
it brought me joy — and
moved my marriage in a
better direction. I started
to behave like the wife I
prayed to be — the wife
Bert thought he married.

Then, one incredible
evening, Bert came to me

with tears in his eyes.
“Sheryl, I've never had
anyone love me like you
do. I've never had some-
one who was willing to
stay with me, in spite of
my selfish, self-centered
behavior.” He reached for
my hand and pulled me
closer. “Will you forgive
me?”

I couldn’t believe what
I was hearing. I covered
my mouth with my hands
and laughed — and cried!
Was this really happen-
ing?

Bert left the room and
came back with his wed-
ding ring. He slid it onto
his finger and said, “T'll
never take it off again.”

More tears filled his eyes.
“I've been a fool, Sheryl.”
Bert asked me to for-
give him for the years of
rejection, and I asked him
to forgive me for my years
of disrespectful behavior.
He pulled me close, and
we held each other for
a long, long while. What
an incredible turnaround
— brought about by an
incredible God!

Sheryl H. Boldt is a
sales executive for Wave
94 and author of the blog,
www.TodayCanBeDiffer-
ent.net. Connect with her
at SherylHBoldt. Wave94@
gmail.com.

By CHERYL CRUCE

So many times I look
back into memories and
contemplate the les-
sons they taught. One
such memory comes
from a young boy named
Sammy. Sammy was
well liked by everyone
— the kind of child who
seemed to make friends
wherever he went. He
was polite, kind-heart-
ed, and carried himself
with a quiet confidence.

Most of all, Sammy had
the heart of a lion. Ath-
letics did not come natu-
rally to him. He was not
the fastest runner, nor
the strongest competi-
tor. Yet when field day
arrived at school, Sam-
my signed up for the
long-distance run.

At the dropping of
the flag, the race began.
For a while, Sammy re-
mained in the middle of
the pack. But little by lit-
tle, the distance between
him and the others be-
gan to grow. One by one,
runners crossed the fin-
ish line while Sammy
was still making his way
around the track. By the
time he rounded the final
turn, every other runner
had completed the race.
What happened next is
what [ remember most.

The students who had

Finish lines

already crossed the fin-
ish line gathered along
the track. Teachers
stopped what they were
doing. Voices rose in en-
couragement, cheering
his name and urging
him forward. With ev-
ery step, he kept mov-
ing toward his goal. He
knew he would not win a
placement ribbon — that
moment had already
passed him by. But the
ribbon was never Sam-
my’s goal. What mat-
tered to him was simply
staying in the race until
he crossed the line that
lay ahead of him.

I wonder how many
finish lines have fallen
from my vision because
other things have cloud-
ed my view. It is easy to
begin a race or reach
for a goal with enthusi-
asm, carefully planning

each step along the way.
Yet, somewhere along
the way, obstacles ap-
pear and the excitement
fades. Expectations go
unmet. What once felt
within reach no longer
feels the same. In those
moments, it becomes
easier for me to lose
sight of what I was mov-
ing toward — and quiet-
ly step away from the
track altogether. Every
now and then, though,
I think about a boy who
kept running when it no
longer looked like it mat-
tered.

I think about anoth-
er story. A man named
Abram was asked to
leave everything famil-
iar and step toward a
land he had never seen.
There was no map laid
out before him, no clear
picture of what the out-

come would look like.
Only a promise and a
call to go. Still, Abram
went. Not because the
journey was visible, but
because the promise
gave him something to
walk toward. There are
times when faith looks
like that - taking the
next step without having
the whole path revealed.

And 1 think about
Jesus. He set His face
toward Jerusalem and
walked that road with
purpose, even knowing
what awaited Him there.
There were moments
when the weight of it
pressed in so deeply that
He prayed for another
way. Yet He continued
forward, not because
the path was easy, but
because it was faithful
to the will of the Father.
He did so for the sake of

redemption.

So I find myself cir-
cling back to field day.
Finish lines sometimes
fade, and the middle
of the journey can feel
heavier than expected.
There will always be mo-
ments when it would be
easier to stop running
than to keep going. But
every now and then, I
remember a boy who
kept running...a man
who kept walking...and
a Savior who kept going.

And let us run with
perseverance the race
marked out for us, fixing
our eyes on Jesus (He-
brews 12:1-2).

Cheryl  Mixon-Cruce
is Pastor of Ochlockonee
Bay United Methodist
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist
Church.

OUT TO PASTOR

Just pinch a nickel until the buftalo screams

By JAMES SNYDER

Every so often, some-
thing happens remind-
ing me of my father, who
passed away more than
16 years ago. Think-
ing back, he was the
epitome of frugality. If
I were to look up in the
dictionary the meaning
of frugality, I would not
be surprised to find my
father’s name.

His favorite saying
was, “Just pinch a
nickel until the buffalo
screams.”

When I first heard
him say that, I did not
understand what he
meant.

I try to be frugal and
not spend money I do
not need to. I got that
from good old dad.

Thinking of my father
and his frugal attitude,
I remembered when he
generously picked up
the lunch tab, then left
a nickel tip for the wait-
ress.

At first, I could not be-
lieve it. I thought maybe
it was a joke, and I was
waiting for the punch
line. Unfortunately, it
never came. He actually
tipped the waitress a
nickel. I was tempted to
ask him about that, but
I figured it was none of
my business.

I do not need to have
the latest gadget on the
market. I do not have to
update my cell phone
every year to have the
latest model. I've had my
truck for 20 years and
I'm not planning to trade
it in for a newer model
anytime soon. If that old
truck gets me to where [
need to go, that is all I
really need.

Years ago, I had a
friend who traded in his
car every two years for a
brand-new one. I do not
know whether he paid
the car off before trad-
ing it in. He had to have
a new car, which made
him feel like a big man.

Some relatives of
mine, whom I will not
name, are very obsessed
with having the latest
gadget. They like to
flaunt it all the time.

I do not interfere in
their business. If they
do not want to be fru-
gal with their money,
that’s their business,
not mine. However, I
think it is very important
for me to be frugal with
my spending. After all, I
am retired and live on a
limited budget.

I cannot tell you how
many phone calls I re-
ceived claiming I had
won $10 million in some
lottery. All I have to do is
pay $1,500 in process-
ing fees.

If my anti-frugal
friends are willing to
pay a $1,500 processing
fee out of pocket, that is
none of my business. To
get that out of my pocket
would be more impossi-
ble than anything I can
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think of at the time.

I do not live an extrav-
agant lifestyle by any
means. Fortunately, for
me, The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage
does not live an extrav-
agant lifestyle either.
We are not in it for the
money, but for the time
we can spend together.

If you walk by me
sometime and hear a
buffalo scream, you will
know what I'm doing:
pinching a nickel.

Another area where I
try to be frugal is with
my time. [ want to feel in
control of my days and
use my time meaningful-
ly, avoiding wasting my
time, and focus on what
truly matters.

As a teenager, I knew
how to waste time as
well as anybody else. It
took me a long time to
realize I needed to be
frugal with my time and
make the most of it.

My parents were

snowbirds and spent
the winter in Florida.
The last time they were
in Florida, my father was
really in a serious health
situation. He had been
in a coma for a week
or so. Then one day, he
woke up as though he
had never been sick in
his life.

I am so glad I was
there when he woke
up. When he saw me,
he actually got out of
bed and sat with me
in the living room. The
first thing he said was:
“Son, I want to go back
home to Pennsylvania as
soon as possible. Do you
think we can do it in the
next couple of days?”

[ agreed with him, and
one of Dad’s friends was
there, took me out to the
garage and said, “Don’t
you know your father
is sick and may not live
much longer?”

Looking at him, I said,
“Friend, I know my fa-

ther has maybe two days
left to live. I do not want
the last of my time with
him arguing about going
back to Pennsylvania.
I want to have a good
conversation with him
because I know this is
the last one I'll have with
him.”

The next day, my fa-
ther passed away, [ was
so grateful I spent the
time I had with him
before he passed, and
that time was not spent
arguing about anything.

I want to be frugal
with every aspect of my
life, not just my money.

Jesus addressed this
subject in Luke 14:28-
30.

“For which of you, in-
tending to build a tower,

sitteth not down first,
and counteth the cost,
whether he have suffi-
cient to finish it? Lest
haply, after he hath laid
the foundation, and is
not able to finish it, all
that behold it begin to
mock him, Saying, This
man began to build, and
was not able to finish.”
I have learned that
being frugal enables me
to finish what I start,
which is so satisfying.

Dr. James L. Snyder
lives in Ocala with the
Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage. Telephone
1-352-216-3025, e-mail
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.
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YOU ARE WELCOME

No Pressure. No Pretending.
Just a loving family seeking to serve God and others.

Sunday Worship - 10 AM

Dr. James Needham, Pastor

(Also on Facebook)
3803 Coastal Hwy,
Crawfordville, FL.
(850) 745- 8412

SOpChOppy Sunday School

— United
Methodist

Church

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 850-962-251 |

9:45 a.m.
Worship ' a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

&

SUNDAY SERVICE...
10:17a.m.

850-926-7808 » 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordyville
In Medart Across from Wakulla High School
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Obituaries
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DEATH NOTICES

« Agnes Rogers, 89, of Sopchoppy, died May 28, 2026.
« Joseph Wortham, 69, of Woodyville, died May 29,

2026.

« Donna Rodda, 76, of Crawfordyville, died May 29,

2026.

» Davy White, 67, of Panacea, died May 30, 2026.
« Zonie Fruge, 79, of Carrabelle, died May 31, 2026.

o Terry Lyn Stevens, 71, of Crawfordville, died May 29,

2026.

Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-
926-5919, www.familythc.com.

Sheriff's Report

EDITOR’S NOTE: Be-
cause of the Memorial
Day holiday last week, we
didn’t have a Sheriff’s Re-
port — so this week there
are two reports.

This report is for activi-
ty May 15 to 21.

FRIDAY, MAY 15

* Deputy Zachary God-
win responded to Walmart
and made contact with
Walmart Asset Protection
due to them having a sub-
ject detained for passing
the last point of sale with
$176 in non-purchased
items. The subject was
ultimately placed under
arrest and transported to
the Wakulla County Jail.

e Deputies Austin Riv-
ers and Joshua Martin re-
sponded to Ochlockonee
Street and made contact
with a citizen who stat-
ed an unknown suspect
entered his residence by
breaking the glass in his
front door. Once inside,
several items were taken,
totaling $478. In addition
to the stolen items, ap-
proximately $100 in dam-
age was sustained to the
front door. Crime Scene
responded and processed
the scene. Case forward-
ed to Criminal Investiga-
tions Division.

SATURDAY, MAY 16

* Deputy Dustin Saba
responded to Walmart
and made contact with
Asset Protection, who
stated a female passed
the last point of sale with
$103 in unpaid merchan-
dise. Case forwarded to
CID.

SUNDAY, MAY 17

* A traffic stop was
conducted for excessive
speed. The driver lat-
er was discovered to not
have a valid license. The
driver was taken into cus-
tody and transported to
the jail facility.

e Deputy Dylan Buck-
halt responded to Gray
Circle in reference to a
burglary complaint. Con-
tact was made with the
reporting party, who dis-
covered multiple sheds
burglarized on his prop-
erty. He advised he last
visited the property ap-
proximately a week pri-
or. He and his wife are
currently in the process
of having a new home
built on the property and
have temporarily stored
some of their belongings
in sheds on the property.
He advised he discovered
fishing gear, a BMX bike,
and fishing equipment
missing from the sheds.
The missing items totaled
$8,500. Crime Scene re-
sponded to process the
scene. There were no wit-
nesses to the incident.

MONDAY, MAY 18

* Deputy Joshua Park-
er responded to the 600
block of Shadeville Road
in reference to a burglary
complaint. Contact was
made with the reporting
person, who advised he
discovered the shed on
his property had been
burglarized. He stated he
discovered over $1,600 of
power tools missing from
the shed. He stated the
burglary occurred some-

time between April 13 and
April 19. He has been out
of town for medical treat-
ment lately, causing the
delay in reporting. There
were no witnesses to the
incident. Case forwarded
to CID.

e Deputy Kory Smith
responded to  Spring
Creek Highway south of
Jack Crum Road in ref-
erence to a citizen want-
ing to report a theft. He
stated sometime over the
last week — May 13 to 18
— someone stole approxi-
mately S5O-feet of under-
ground internet cable
from the side of the road.
He stated he arrived at
the site this evening and
discovered the cable had
been dug up from the
ground and the utility box
had been destroyed where
the cable was removed.
He valued the total loss to
be around $5,000 includ-
ing the cost of the stolen
wire. Case forwarded to
CID.

TUESDAY, MAY 19

* Deputy Dylan Buck-
halt conducted a traffic
stop on a vehicle in the
2600 block of Crawford-
ville Highway after ob-
serving the driver utilizing
a cell phone while operat-
ing a moving vehicle. The
vehicle initially failed to
come to a complete stop
as it entered the Bealls
parking lot. Eventual-
ly the vehicle came to a
halt near CVS. As Depu-
ty Buckhalt approached
the vehicle, he observed
the driver migrate to the
rear of the vehicle and the
front passenger migrate
to the driver’s seat. Both
parties were asked to exit
the vehicle. Post-Miran-
da the driver reportedly
admitted to never being
issued a Florida driver’s
license and he confirmed
this was his reason for
failing to initially stop
the vehicle. He was sub-
sequently arrested and
transported to the Wakul-
la County Jail without
further incident.

* Deputy Lexi Kreit-
low responded to the
700 block of Rehwinkel
Road in reference to a
theft complaint. Contact
was made with a citizen
who advised he observed
an unknow male remove
multiple construction
cones from the side of the
roadway near his resi-
dence. The suspect was
last seen fleeing the scene
southbound on Rehwin-
kel in a black SUV. Con-
tact was made with an
employee of M&L Plumb-
ing on scene, who advised
they would like to pursue
charges for the incident.
The stolen cones totaled
$150.

* Deputy Joshua Park-
er responded to Waterline
Road in reference to fraud.
Contact was made with
the reporting person who
advised she had received
a new phone and num-
ber. Due to this, her old
number was reassigned
to another unknown in-
dividual. The wunknown
individual then began to
contact her friends and
family requesting money.
Along with that, the sub-
ject also requested new
various TV subscriptions.
She advised she was at
no monetary loss at this
time but needed a report

so that she could provide
it to Verizon to cancel all
accounts.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20

* Deputy Dustin Saba
responded to the front
lobby and made contact
with a citizen, who stated
an unknown subject pur-
chased $3,500 in mer-
chandise on Amazon us-
ing his Capital City Bank
debit card without autho-
rization. Case forwarded
to CID.

THURSDAY, MAY 21

e Deputy Joshua Mar-
tin responded to Walmart
in reference to a retail
theft. The suspect passed
all points of sale and de-
parted the store with
some $27 in unpaid mer-
chandise. A possible sus-
pect has been identified.
Case forwarded to CID.

This report is for activi-
ty May 22 to 29.

FRIDAY, MAY 22

* Deputies Todd Kent
and Joshua Parker re-
sponded to the area of
McDonalds in reference
to a suspicious vehicle.
Upon arrival, the vehicle
was located and appeared
to have been stopped by
a curb in the McDonalds
parking lot which pre-
vented the vehicle from
travelling into the inter-
section of Wakulla Arran
and Crawfordville High-
way. Contact was made
with the driver of the
vehicle who had fallen
asleep at the wheel, with
his foot on the brake and
the vehicle still in drive.
While speaking with the
driver, the odor of alco-
hol was coming from the
interior of the vehicle.
He was asked to exit the
vehicle after placing it in
park. During this inter-
action, he was reported-
ly observed swaying, and
had difficulties stand-
ing. He also had glossy,
bloodshot eyes, along
with slurred speech. He
refused to perform field
sobriety exercies. He was
placed under arrest and
transported to the jail
without further incident.
Case Status: Closed

* Wal-Mart Asset Pro-
tection reported a retail
theft in progress. As dep-
uties responded, the sub-
ject fled the store heading
southbound on Crawford-
ville Highway on a scooter.
Deputy Ashton Williams
was able to distribute a
store photo of the subject
to help aid in identifying
him. Deputy Lexi Kreitlow
located him in the area
of Walgreen’s where he
was detained and subse-
quently placed under ar-
rest for petit theft. Total
cost of items was $69.86.

SATURDAY, MAY 23

* Deputy Joshua Park-
er responded to Smoke-
house Way in reference to
a theft. Contact was made
with the reporting party
who stated while at Lost
Creek earlier in the day
he forgot his phone at the
boat ramp. He advised he
went back to retrieve the
phone but was unable to
locate it. He stated while
searching, he observed
another individual at the
boat ramp walking away
from where he had left his
phone. He advised he did
not know the subject but

suspected him of taking
the phone. The phone was
valued at approximately
$1,600. Case forwarded
to CID.

e While traveling on
Bloxham Cutoff, Depu-
ty Todd Kent observed a
vehicle sitting at Slough
Bridge with the passenger
door open. Deputy Kent
returned to the vehicle
and observed the vehicle
to be occupied by two sub-
jects. While speaking with
them, the odor of mari-
juana was detected. The
deputy also reportedly ob-
served a clear baggie con-
taining a crystalline sub-
stance. A probable cause
search was conducted
after detaining both sub-
jects. After the search, the
crystalline substance was
field test which produced
a presumptive positive for
methamphetamine.

SUNDAY, MAY 24

e A citizen reported
losing his tag off his mo-
torcycle. It is believed the
screw came out and the
tag fell off along Coastal
Highway. The tag was en-
tered into FCIC/NCIC as
lost or missing.

* While on patrol in the
area of Trice Lane, Deputy
Joshua Parker observed
a vehicle with only one
working headlight. Dep-
uty Parker activated his
emergency lights and did
a U-turn. The vehicle con-
tinued driving and was
unable to be located. Ad-
ditional units responded
to the area. After a short
time, the vehicle was lo-
cated driving on Country
Way without any head-
lights on. The vehicle was
then stopped and contact
was made with the driver.
During the interaction, he
was asked to exit the ve-
hicle. Upon initial obser-
vation, he was seen wear-
ing a black ski mask and
head/hair covering. He
was advised the reason for
the stop. He was advised
of his Miranda Warning
and agreed to speak with
deputies. He advised he
saw a deputy turn around
and activate his emergen-
cy lights. He stated even
after seeing the lights, he
continued driving. While
speaking the odor of mar-
ijuana was detected com-
ing from the interior of
the vehicle. He advised he
did not possess a medi-
cal marijuana card. Due
to this, a probable cause
search was conducted
which resulted in locating
7.3 grams of marijuana, a
THC vape pen and a large
amount of paraphernalia.
During the search, a pair
of black gloves and more
black clothing were locat-
ed. Pictures were taken of
the ski-mask, gloves, and
other clothing. Due to
circumstances above, he
was placed under arrest
and transported to the
county jail.

MONDAY, MAY 25

* Deputy Caleb Bush-
ong conducted a traffic
stop on a vehicle for tag
attached not assigned.
During the stop the driv-
er/owner of the vehicle
advised he has not reg-
istered the vehicle for
the past year that he has
owned it. Due to this in-
formation, he was placed
under arrest. During a
search, a small bag of co-
caine was located within
his wallet. He was trans-
ported to the Wakulla

County Jail without inci-
dent.

TUESDAY, MAY 26

* Deputy lan Kilbourn
responded to P.A. Sand-
ers Road and made con-
tact with a citizen, who
stated wupon returning
home from work -early
this morning, she discov-
ered her car missing from
her driveway. During the
investigation, the repo log
was checked with nega-
tive result, so the vehicle
was entered as stolen.
The vehicle was later lo-
cated by Leon County
Sheriff’s Office at a towy-
ard in Tallahassee and it
was determined the vehi-
cle was repossessed.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27

* Wal-Mart Asset Pro-
tection reported a subject
being observed on closed
circuit TV inside the store
Trespassing After Warn-
ing. They also advised he
was observed taking bags
of ice without paying for
them. Due to the distort-
ed video footage this inci-
dent is being forwarded to
CID for further investiga-
tion.

THURSDAY, MAY 28

¢ Walmart Asset Pro-
tection called regarding
a subejct not paying for
steaks after paying for
over $800 worth of items.
There was a dispute over
the self-checkout freezing
and having issues which
a Walmart employee ver-
ified. She stated she be-
lieved the items scanned
were included in the to-
tal amount when she
made her large purchase.
Based on the aforemen-
tioned, criminal intent
could not be established
and she was trespassed
from Walmart.

FRIDAY, MAY 29

e While conducting
search warrant on Cath-
erine Street, deputies ob-
served a citizen returning
to the residence driving a
motor vehicle. Per Wakul-
la County LECO Center,
his Florida Driver’s Li-
cense was cancelled Feb.
4, 2026. He was arrested
and transported to the
Wakulla County Jail Fa-
cility.

Report suspicious or
illegal activity at 850-
745-7100, or call 911 for
emergencies.

_ Itisn’t about how
your life looks to others...
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STATE WIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Wanted to Buy

Home Improvement/Service

PROTECT YOUR HOME from
pests safely and affordably.
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent,
Termite, Spiders and other
pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or
inspection today 1-877-641-
1916 Have zip code of prop-
erty ready when calling!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments
for 18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 1-877-317-
0311.

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega,
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and
Speedmaster. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-877-
377-4727.

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s!
Looking for 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos.
These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-877-706-0656.

Miscellaneous

Donate your vehicle to help
find missing children and
prevent abduction. Fast free
pickup, running or not, 24 hr
response. No emission test
required, maximum tax de-

duction. Support Find the
Children, call: 1-877-907-
0087.

Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERA-
PY USERS! Discover Oxygen
Therapy That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable Oxygen

Concentrators. FREE infor-
mation kit. Call 1-877-748-
9960.

Medical

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50
Pill Special - Only $99! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW:
1-877-349-1243

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! Re-
duce premiums and out-of-
pocket costs while getting
the coverage you need! Call
now for a competitive free
quote. 1-877-351-3442.
Plus... Income based govern-
ment subsidies are available
for those that qualify!

We Buy Houses for Cash
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy process:
Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Call today for your fair
cash offer: 1-321-603-3026

Real Estate

West Virginia Real Estate
Auction - June 30 at 11 AM.
6,247+ acres of wilderness
spanning Fayette and Raleigh
Counties will be sold in 19
tracts, offering opportunities
for investors, outdoor en-
thusiasts, wilderness retreat
and recreation. Auction and
Previews Held at Tamarack
Conference Center, Beckley,
WV. Previews: June 13 and
14 from 10 AM to 2 PM. Visit
Woltz.com for details or call
Woltz & Associates, Inc., Real
Estate Brokers & Auction-
eers. Jim Woltz, Broker (WVAL
#1000), 800-551-3588. 5%
Buyer’s Premium

‘ Leave Nothing
But Your Footprints
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Lori L. Lewis
Chief Executive Officer

Mental Health/Medical Billing

sendmethebillLLC@gmail.com
Cell 717-413-6761

Fax 717-256-7199
www.SendMeTheBill.net

1037 Gulf Shore Blvd.
Alligator Point, FL 32346

Installation Services: ForR QUALITY
Hardwood Engineered AND SERVICE
Floating Flooring THAT WILL
Glue Downs Laminate FLO()R

Nail Downs & Vinyl V “\]
Call Today for your {/{ &\}
FREE Estimate \\

850745-8723 @ LHFQuality W
LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com

Susan
Schatzman

Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292

SchatzmanSusan@gmail.com

kW TOWN & COUNTRY
REALTY
ILLIAMS,

KELLERWILI

Massages, Facials,
Body Treatments

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing
www.SunraysSpa.com

2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

N
. Crawfordville FL 32327

Sunrays Spa 850-745-6422

Follow us on |§3

Relax Revive Rejuvenate MMA3237

Land
Clearing

Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

=T
m—

[ \\ o O\

850-933-8505

FREE ESTIMATES

Cleaning Serwice
850-212-2908

Servicing the
surrounding area Since 2017

o Licensed ¢ Owner operated ¢ Serving Surrounding Counties

YEARS

EXPERIENCE

Licensed

& Insured 30 +
ORGOTTEN COAST

TRACTOR SERVICE LLC
Travis Clayton
850.273.9101

text or call
Skid Steer Mowing Land Clearing
Concrete Removal Grading
Demolition Driveways

. WOOD RPOT PEPAIRS ANEN ._
. DECK RESTORATION. DATNTING

. CABINET.PAINTING w—v [t
= | 850 926 2400

SJNCE |993 -

ally Owned
‘gozerated N
la
Serving Wakul
\ue'rmmdmg Countie!
Since 1993

“]ln'l Porter & Todd Porter

LICENSED & INSLURED WANT TO BE YOUR PAINTER|

Gene
ILTINTY) Lambert
INSURANCE gency
Manager
FARM BUREAU INSURANCE
of Wakulla County

(850) 926-3425

GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM
2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

YARD SALE SERVICES

BIG YARD SALE LEATHER REPAIR /
Saturday June 6, 8a.m. to 1p.m. REFURBISH
3 Family -Wakulla Mini Ware- 850-766-4562

www.allcornleather.com
John Allcorn Leather

house Next to Aldi Grocery.
Kitchen, household items, pots/
pans, small appliances, glass-
ware, Roomba auto vacumn,
end tables, desk/chair, ladies/girl

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack
Also — Custom Products

clothing and shoes. Lots of vinyl

records and much more...

WYG

SERVICES LLC

HANDYMAN SERVICES

TREE TRIMMING 850-491-1055
and REMOVAL 850-509-4762
24 HOUR e
EMERGENCY SERVICES

Free
Estimates

« Storm Damage
* Tree Preservation
Michael Mongeon
ISA Certified Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment
Qualified 850-421-8104

LAWN SERVICE

QUALITY LAWN
& TRACTOR LLC
RES. & COMMERCIAL
*MOWING * TRIMMING
*EDGING
*HEDGE TRIMMING
For all your
lawn service needs
850-363-6341 Lic&Ins

TOWING SERVICE

BIG BEND TOWING, INC
*TOWING *ROADSIDE ASST.

Local -

Family owned

Storm & Cleanups
Tile Work to Landscaping;
Mowing; Small Tractor work;
Junk/Car Debris; Furniture/
Appliance Removal

What you Got?

*JUMP START °
[TRE CHANGE Nothing
But Your

CALL BILLY HAYNIE
850-631-2361

Footprints

NOTICE OF FICTITIOUS NAME

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice under Fictitious Name Law, pursuant to Section 856.09, Florida
Statutes. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, William Darrell
Jones, desiring to engage in business under the fictitious name of
CAPITAL PLUMBING SUPPLY

Located at 572 Woodville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327
In the County of Wakulla
Intends to register the said name with the Division of Corporation of the
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Published on June 4, 2026

FICTITIOUS NAME

Notice under Fictitious Name Law, pursuant to Section 856.09, Florida
Statutes. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, Richard H.
Ott, desiring to engage in business under the fictitious name of
SOUTHERN MUSIC RISING MONTICELLO & SOUTHERN MUSIC RISING
Located at 126 Municipal Ave Sopchoppy FL 32358
In the County of Wakulla
Intends to register the said name with the Division of Corporation of the
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Published on June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF SALE

0528-0604 TWS NOS
NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO SECTION 328.17
NON-JUDICIAL SALE OF VESSELS:

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 328.17 Non-Judicial
Sale of Vessels, that Sembler’s Marina will hold a sealed bid on June
15th, 2026 at 10:00 AM at 28 Lynn Circle, St. Marks, FL. Vessel will go
to highest cash bidder, with a minimum bid of $2,200.00. Vessel will
be sold as-is and must be removed by the buyer immediately follow-
ing the sale. Arrangements for removal should be made prior to start
of auction.

Morgan Sailboat, Registration number: FL 1110 CJ, HIN: None,
Owner: Robert Ray.
For more information, call (850) 925-6083 May 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF ACTION

0604-0625 TWS NOA
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR WAKULLA, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2026 CC 99

WE NOT ME FARMS MINISTRIES INC,
PLANTIFF,

VS

COASTAL TOWING OF WAKULLA LLC,
DEFENDANT.

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: COASTAL TOWING OF WAKULLALLC

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for establishment of ownership
of personal property described as: THE TITLE FOR A TRUCK AND
MINISTRY PAPERWORK AND COSTS ASSOCIATED has been filed
against you and you are required to serve a copy of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it on Plantiff, We Not Me Farms Ministries Inc whose
address is: 2343 Crawfordville Hwy Suite 107-132 Crawfordville FL
32327, on or before July 1, 2026, and file the origional with the Clerk
of this Court immediately thereafter, otherwise a Default will be en-
tered against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of this Court this May 5, 2026.
{{County Court Seal}} = \404(

Greg James {.CO‘V
As Clerk of the Circuit Court [~ CLErK
By: /s/ Ethan Brown & L™
As Deputy Clerk RS

4)

Published June 4, 11, 18, 25, 2026

/ N
Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practlce

50 Years

Experience
Since 1975

By Appointment

850-443-5901

www.thewakullasun.com

NOTICE OF SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
INAND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A,, Case No.: 25000026 CAAXMX
PLAINTIFF,

V.

BRIAN BONISLAWSKY; KIVBERLY BONISLAWSKY; BRIAN
BONISLAWSKY, AS TRUSTEE OF THE JOSEPHS. BONISLAWSKY, il
TRUST U/W DTD 11123/2005; BRIAN BONISLAWSKY, AS BENEFICIARY
OF THE OF THE JOSEPHS. BONISLAWSKY, IIl TRUST U/W DTD
11123/2005; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OFBRIAN BONISLAWSKY; UNKNOWN
SPOUSE OFKIMBERLY BONISLAWSKY; WAKULLA COUNTY, A
POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA; WAKULLA
COUNTY ANIMAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT, UNKNOWN PARTIES IN
POSSESSION #1, IFLIVING, AND ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING BY,
THROUGH, UNDER AND AGAINST THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT(S);
UNKNOWN PARTIES IN POSSESSION #2, IF LIVING, AND ALL
UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, UNDER AND AGAINST
THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT(S),

DEFENDANT(s). NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to order rescheduling foreclosure
sale or Final Judgment, entered in Civil Case No. 25000026 CAAXMX of the
Circuit Court of the 2nd Judicial Circuit in and for Wakulla County, Florida,
wherein Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., Plaintiff and Brian Bonislawsky are defen-
dant(s ), I, Clerk of Court, Greg James, will sell to the highest and best bid-
der for cash AT THE FRONT LOBBY OF THE WAKULLA COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE LOCATED AT 3056 CRAWFORDVILLE HWY, CRAWFORDVILLE,
FLORIDAAT 11:00 A.M. on June 25, 2026, the following described property
as set forth in said Final Judgment, to-wit:
LOTS 27 AND 28, BLOCK “5” OF WAKULLA GARDENS UNIT TWO, AS
PER MAP OR PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE
42, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS FROM
THE SALE, IF ANY, OTHER THAN THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS MUST FILE A CLAIM NO LATER
THAN THE DATE THAT THE CLERK REPORTS THE FUNDS AS UN-
CLAIMED.
If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation
in order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost
to you, to the provision of certain assistance. Please contact the ADA

» Coordinator; 301 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32301;

(850) 606-4401 at least 7 days before your scheduled court appearance,
or immediately upon receiving this notification of the time before the
scheduled appearance is less than 7 days. If you are hearing or voice
impaired, call 711.

WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Wakulla County, Florida 19th

day of May. 2026.

{{County Court Seal}}

Greg James g XUz,
As Clerk of the Court *LC%.?

Wakulla County, Florida | &€ -
By: /s/ Rachel Howard %c, L=

Curco®
As Deputy Clerk May 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

0528-0604 TWS NOFS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

MOVEMENT MORTGAGE, LLC, CASE NO. 25000095CAAXMX
Plaintiff,
Vs.
EMANUEL JULIAN ROMAN; JESSICA A. ROMAN; FIFTH THIRD
BANK, N.A.; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF EMANUEL WLIAN ROMAN;
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF JESSICAA. ROMAN,
Defendants

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to an Order or Final Judgment entered
in the above styled causNOTICE OF SALE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant
to the Final Judgment of Foreclosure entered on May 4, 2026 in Case No.
25000095CAAXMX of the Circuit Court of the Second Judicial Circuit, in
and for Wakulla County, Florida, wherein MOVEMENT MORTGAGE, LLC
is Plaintiff and EMANUEL JULIAN ROMAN; JESSICA A. ROMAN; FIFTH
THIRD BANK, N.A.; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF EMANUEL JULIAN ROMAN;
and UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF JESSICA A. ROMAN are Defendants, the
Office of Greg James, Wakulla County Clerk of the Court, will sell to the
highest and best bidder for cash on the first floor in the Courthouse lobby
at 3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, FL 32327, beginning at 11:00
a.m. on the 25th day of June, 2026, in accordance with Section 45.031(10),
Florida Statutes, the following described property as set forth in said Final
Judgment, to wit:
A PART OF LOT 1, BOYNTON ESTATES, A SUBDIVISION AS PER MAP
OR PLAT THEREOF, RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 22 OF THE
PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA, BEING MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS:
COMMENCE AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID LOT 1 AND
THENCE RUN SOUTH 00 DEGREES 32 MINUTES 04 SECONDS WEST,
ALONG THE WEST BOUNDARY OF SAID LOT 1 A DISTANCE OF
30.00 FEET TO A POINT ON THE SOUTH RIGHT OF WAY BOUNDARY
OF A 60.00 FOOT ROADWAY, THENCE RUN SOUTH 89 DEGREES 23
MINUTES 35 SECONDS EAST, ALONG SAID SOUTH RIGHT OF WAY
BOUNDARY 7.14 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT FOR THE POINT
OF BEGINNING. FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTINUE
SOUTH 89 DEGREES 23 MINUTES 35 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID
SOUTH RIGHT OF WAY BOUNDARY 120.00 FEET TO A SET IRON ROD
AND CAP LB# 4923; THENCE LEAVING SAID SOUTH RIGHT OF WAY
BOUNDARY RUN SOUTH 00 DEGREES 32 MINUTES 04 SECONDS
WEST, 294.96 FEET TO A SET IRON ROD AND CAP LB# 4923; THENCE
RUN NORTH 89 DEGREES 23 MINUTES 35 SECONDS WEST, 120.00
FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT, THENCE RUN NORTH 00
DEGREES 32 MINUTES 04 SECONDS EAST, 295.10 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING, SITUATE LYING AND BEING IN SECTION 5,
TOWNSHIP 3 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED BY RECENT SURVEY DATED
SEPTEMBER 20, 2005 AND PREPARED BY THURMAN RODDENBERRY
AND ASSOCIATES INC., JOB #05-748 AS FOLLOWS:
COMMENCE AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF LOT I, BOYNTON
ESTATES, A SUBDIVISION AS PER MAP OR PLAT THEREOF,
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 22 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS
OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA AND THENCE RUN SOUTH 00
DEGREES 32 MINUTES 04 SECONDS WEST, ALONG THE WEST
BOUNDARY OF SAID LOT 1 A DISTANCE OF 30.00 FEET TO A POINT
ON THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT-OF WAY BOUNDARY OF WILL ROAD
(A 60.00 FOOT COUNTY MAINTAINED ROAD), THENCE RUN SOUTH
89 DEGREES 23 MINUTES 35 SECONDS EAST, ALONG SAID SOUTH
RIGHT-OF-WAY BOUNDARY 7.14 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT
(MARKED #2919) MARKING THE POINT OF BEGINNING. FROM SAID
POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTINUE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 23 MINUTES
35 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY BOUNDARY 119.94
FEET TO AN IRON ROD AND CAP (MARKED #4923) THENCE LEAVING
SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY BOUNDARY RUN SOUTH 00 DEGREES 33
MINUTES 39 SECONDS WEST, 294.95 FEET TO AN IRON ROD AND CAP
(MARKED# 4923) THENCE RUN NORTH 89 DEGREES 23 MINUTES 28
SECONDS WEST, 119.85 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT (MARKED
#2919), THENCE RUN NORTH 00 DEGREES 32 MINUTES 40 SECONDS
EAST, 294.94 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. TOGETHER WITH
THAT CERTAIN 1997 “OAKWOOD” DOUBLE WIDE MOBILE HOME, ID#
OWS56905A, TITLE #73410140 AND ID #OW56905B, TITLE #73410139.
Also known as: 15 Will Rd, Crawfordville, FL 32327 together with all
existing or subsequently erected or affixed buildings, improvements and
fixtures.
Any person claiming an interest in the surplus funds from the sale, if any,
other than the property owner as of the date of the lis pendens, must file a
claim in accordance with Florida Statutes, Section 45.031.

Dated this 22nd day of May, 2026.

{{County Court Seal}} 2
Greg James i '
As Clerk of the Court CLERK

By: /s/ Ethan Brown

As Deputy Clerk May 28, June 4, 2026
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CROSSWORD
0528-0618 TWS NOA -
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIR- CLUES ACROSS 62. Danish krone
CUIT JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR WAKULLA, FLORIDA 1. Egyptian bull-god 63. Fall back
FAMILY LAW DIVISION 5 A . 64. Infl tial K.
CASE NO.: 2026 DR 5 8 c %oung canine | d nriuentia orean
TINA GRIER, - Lologne cader
PETITIONER/WIFE,, 11. Fictional British P.I.
AND 13. Midway between CLUES DOWN
DEREK GRIER, northeast and east 1. Bridge building degree
RESPONDENT/HUSBAND. 14. A place to sho 2. Expression of sorro
NOTICE OF ACTION FOR DISSSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE AP HOp - EXPp W
TO: DEREK GRIER 15. Minneapolis suburb or pity
106 CANTONMENT RD. 16. Single lens reflex 3. Large, stocky lizard
CANTONMENT, FL 32533 17. NY Mets great Tom- 4. Turkish leader title
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the Petitioner/Wife Tina Grier’s Pe- mie 5 Nag
tition For Dissolution Of Marriage has been filed against you and that ’
you are required to serve a copy of your written defenses, if any, to 18. Informal loan clubs 6. Blank
it on Adam R. Cowhey, Esquire, Petitioners’ attorney, whose address  20. Habitual twitching 7. Closely woven cotton
is 247 E. 71h Avenue, Tallahassee, Florida 32303, no more than thirty .
(30) days from the date of first publication of this Notice Of Action, and 21. H(_)h_n oak fabric . .
file the original with the Clerk of the Circuit Court, Family Law Division, 22. Wﬂhng to consent or 8. A nice shot in golf
at 3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, FL 32327 before service submit 9. Away from wind
e e e e 008 25.Inancarlywsy 10, Evergreen shrub genus
. y 9 Y : : Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
the petition. 30. Made pOSSIble 12. Large African antelope ment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!
Copies of all court documents in this case, including orders, are  31. Language in Ghana 14. Something you receive  Here’s How It Works: Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To
ilable at the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s Office. Y i . > Tas . solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear
tal.“’ea;ea dzcaumeits eurpo(:‘ re:ueI;fUI ourts lce. Toumayreview  32. Relatlng to one’s birth 19. SatleY only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear
) . . , ) . 33, Deep-bodied ﬁshes 23. Wet dlrt by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it
You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office notified of gets to solve the puzzle!
your current address. (You may file Designation of Current Mail-  38. Defunct European 24. No longer here
t!g alr:id E-I:Ilzag1A5d)dFress, Florida Sup;en;e Court AltcnbprovedI Fdamily currency 25. Writing utensil
aw Form 12.915.) Future papers in this lawsuit will be mailed ore- . . . .
mailed to the addresses on record at the clerk's office. 4'1. Small American song-  26. Ribonucleic acid 44. Worn near the foot
WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure, Dird 27. Consume food 45. Impatient
requires certain automatic disclosure of documents and informa- 43. One from L.A. 28. Licensed for Wall 46. Set an example for g
ggzigzil:‘gi;c%:;(;r:ﬂ;lscan resultin sanctions, including dismissal 45 A fter tenth Street others TTts
WITNESS my hand and the seal of this Court this May 18, 2026. 47. Hillside 29. Alternative forms ofa  47. Actor Pitt o :
{{County Court Seal}} 2| 49. Red deer gene 48. Instrument of torture BE f
Greg James 0’4 50. Partner to “oohed” 34. Buddy 51. Swiss river T LT TS
gf,slse/rtizu:jyc,\'{iil:":gc o L,}C%{K‘m . 55. Indian musical pattern ~ 35. We all do it 52. Grayish white TelsileolzT5 16
N 2 Lo & .. . . .
As Deputy Clerk feurreo® 56. Israeli city __ Aviv 36. Chicken . 53. A wz.iy to print olzlelv|s|zlclelt
Published May 28, June 4, 11, 18,2026  57. Golden peas plant 37. No seats available 54. Storied college hoops elofs]sle[v]s]t]e
0528-0618 TWS NOA 59. Breezed through 39. Yearned to possess program L{V|C]9]12]8]S|6]€
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIR- 60. Midway between east  40. Ineffectual 58. Midway between Sloislclelilriofs
CUIT JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA  and southeast 41. Explosive south and southeast 127 2 é é 2 Z ? i z
MICHAEL THOMAS HADDEN CASENO.:2024DR43  61. Frameworks 42. Turkish title s[zels]r[6]o]c]¥
Former Husband,
and 1 2 3 8 9 10
DESTINY AMANDA HADDEN,
Former Wife.
DIVISION: FAMILY LAW "
NOTICE OF ACTION FOR MODIFICATION OF TIME-SHARING AND
SUPPORT
TO: DESTINY AMANDA HADDEN
Last Known Address: 107 AVALON DR, HUNTSVILLE, TX 77320
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for Modification of Time-Sharing and
Support has been filed against you and that you are required to serve a copy
of your written defenses, if any, to it on Michael Thomas Hadden, whose

address is C/0 Jeffery S. Richardson, Esq., 400 Capital Circle SE, #18-134,

Tall. FL 32301, on or before June 15, 2026, and file the original with the

clerk of this Court at 3056 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327, before

service on Petitioner or immediately thereafter. If you fail to do so, a default

may be entered against you for the relief demanded in the petition. Copies of

all court documents in this case, including orders, are available at the Clerk

of the Circuit Court's office. You may review these documents upon request.

You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office notified of your current

address. (You may file Designation of Current Mailing and E-Mail Address,

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.915.) Future papers

in this lawsuit will be mailed or e-mailed to the addresses on record at the

clerk’s office.

WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure, requires

certain automatic disclosure of documents and information. Failure to com-

ply can result in sanctions, including dismissal or striking of pleadings.
Dated May 18, 2026

{{County Court Seal}} s ),

Greg James oLy

As Clerk of the Circuit Court CLERK

By: /s/ Lindsey Nichols X .T, iKY

As Deputy Clerk urco May 28, June 4, 11, 18, 2026

&R GELLIS LAW

A CONCIERGiE ICOUNSELOR

Local Wakulla Attorney ~ Resident & Neighbor ~

L by
Sean W. Gellis, Esq {i
Founder & Managing Member g |

2931 Crawfordville Hwy. / 7 Sean@gellislaw.com
D 561-371-2848 Next to DQ @ www.GellisLaw.com

ABYSS
ANEMONE
ARCHIPELAGO
BENTHIC
COASTLINE
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CURRENT
DOLPHIN
ESTUARY
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MARINE
OCEANIC
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 093

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that MHF RETIREMENT TRUST The
holder of the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax
deed to be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issu-
ance, the description of the property, and the names in which it was
assessed are as follows:

Certificate #: 1172

Parcel #: 00-00-043-010-08943-000

Description of Property:

Wakulla Gardens Unit 3

Block 22 Lot 19

OR 18P 118

Name in which assessed JESSE R RAYMOND & LORRAINE RAY-
MOND said property being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida.
Unless suchcertificate shall be redeemed according to law the prop-
erty described in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in
the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders
must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 PM. to participate in
the auction.

May 7, 2026
Signature: Greg James, Clerk
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida
Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 094

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DUANE EVANS LLC The holder of
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed
are as follows:

Certificate #: 193

Parcel #: 26-4s-02w-022-02204-000

Description of Property:

Lake Ellen Estates Unit 1

Block 2 Lot 28 OR 10 P 122

Name in which assessed JOHN PORTEMONT JR said property be-
ing in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate
shall be redeemed according to law the property described in such
certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Court-
houseon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in
the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

May 7, 2026
Signature: Greg James, Clerk
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida
Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 095

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DUANE EVANS LLC The holder of
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed
are as follows:

Certificate #: 194

Parcel #: 26-4s-02w-022-02220-000
Description of Property:
Lake Ellen Estates Unit 1
Block 3 Lot 3
OR 10 P 119 OR 991 P 65 DC
OR 991 P 66 DC OR 991 P 67
Name in which assessed LOUELLA EDENFIELD said property being
in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall
be redeemed according to law the property described in such certif-
icate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthou-
seon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the
OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.
May 7, 2026
Signature: Greg James, Clerk
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 096

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DUANE EVANS LLC The holder of
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed
are as follows:

Certificate #: 243 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 07-5S-02W-000-02638-000
Description of Property:
7-5S8-2W P-8-M-32B
2 AC LYING IN NW 1/4
OF SEC 7
DB 32 P 558
Name in which assessed JAMES PLUMMER JR said property being
in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall
be redeemed according to law the property described in such certif-
icate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthou-
seon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the
OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.
May 7, 2026
Signature: Greg James, Clerk
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 097

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DUANE EVANS LLC The holder of
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed
are as follows:

Certificate #: 287

Parcel #: 23-5s-02w-128-02816-078

Description of Property:

Twin Lakes Estate Unit 1

Block B Lot 32

OR 46 P 601 OR 1096 P 391

Name in which assessed LEOKATE LLC/BASKETS UNLIMITED
BRAND LLC said property being in the County of Wakulla, State of
Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be redeemed according to law
the property described in such certificate shall be sold to the highest
bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All
bidders must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to partic-
ipate in the auction.

May 7, 2026
Signature: Greg James, Clerk
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida
Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 102

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DUANE EVANS LLC The holder of
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed
are as follows:

Certificate #: 949

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07526-000

Description of Property:

Wakulla Gardens

Block 18 Lot 43 OR 1 P 586

Name in which assessed MRS FREIDA LINVILLE said property being
in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall
be redeemed according to law the property described in such certif-
icate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthou-
seon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the
OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

May 7, 2026
Signature: Greg James, Clerk
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida
Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 098

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DUANE EVANS LLC The holder of
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed
are as follows:

Certificate #: 849

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-06854-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens
Block 6 Lot 41 OR 7 P 664
Name in which assessed MARY JANE WITWICKI said property being
in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall
be redeemed according to law the property described in such certif-
icate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthou-
seon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the
OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.
May 7, 2026
Signature: Greg James, Clerk
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 099

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DUANE EVANS LLC The holder of
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed
are as follows:

Certificate #: 900

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07276-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens
Block 14 Lot 65
OR 1P 675
OR 1063 P 152
Name in which assessed CAROL BELLER said property being in the
County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be
redeemed according to law the property described in such certificate
shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon:
July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR
Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.
May 7, 2026
Signature: Greg James, Clerk
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 100

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DUANE EVANS LLC The holder of
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed
are as follows:

Certificate #: 915

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07344-000

Description of Property:

Wakulla Gardens Block 15

Lot 64 OR 3 P 637

OR 547 P 442 OR 592 P 880

OR 788 P 427 OR 968 P 309 OR 1106 P 475

Name in which assessed LEVENTURES LLC said property being in
the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcettificate shall be
redeemed according to law the property described in such certificate
shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon:
July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR
Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida
Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 101

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DUANE EVANS LLC The holder of
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed
are as follows:

Certificate #: 942

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07474-000

Description of Property:

Wakulla Gardens

Block 17 Lot 66 OR 3 P 951 & OR 257 P 206

Name in which assessed THOMAS W TINLEY Il said property being
in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall
be redeemed according to law the property described in such certif-
icate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthou-
seon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the
OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida
Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 110

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DUANE EVANS LLC The holder of
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1543

Parcel #: 00-00-078-013-11303-000

Description of Property:

Magnolia Gardens

Block N Lot 52

DB 61 P 589

Name in which assessed BEN P HOUSER & CLAIRE HOUSER
said property being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Un-
less suchcertificate shall be redeemed according to law the property
described in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in
the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders
must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 PM. to participate in
the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida
Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 103

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DUANE EVANS LLC The holder of
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed
are as follows:

Certificate #: 956

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07597-000

Description of Property:

Wakulla Gardens Block 19

Lot 42 OR 6 P 821

OR 619 P 813 ORDER

OR 967 P 354 OR 1106 P 472

Name in which assessed LEVENTURES LLC said property being in
the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be
redeemed according to law the property described in such certificate
shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon:
July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR
Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida
Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 104

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DUANE EVANS LLC The holder of
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed
are as follows:

Certificate #: 991

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07761-000

Description of Property:

Wakulla Gardens

Block 21 Lot 71

OR 1 P 336 OR 85 P 279

Name in which assessed GORDON HOWE & HAZEL HOWE said
property being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless
suchcertificate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the
Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders
must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in
the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida
Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 105

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DUANE EVANS LLC The holder of
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1000

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07784-000

Description of Property:

Wakulla Gardens Block 22

Lot 18 OR 2 P 725 OR 621 P 324

OR 682 P 163 order OR 968 P 306 OR 1106 P 478

Name in which assessed LEVENTURES LLC A NEW JERSEY said
property being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless such-
certificate shall be redeemed according to law the property described
in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakul-
la Co.Courthouseon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must
pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the
auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida
Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 106

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DUANE EVANS LLC The holder of
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1004

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07816-000

Description of Property:

Wakulla Gardens

Block 22 Lot 52

OR 2P 705 & OR 80 P 964 OR 81 P 550

Name in which assessed WILLIAM JOSEPH WIESEMAN & ADA
MAYS WIESEMAN said property being in the County of Wakulla,
State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be redeemed according
to law the property described in such certificate shall be sold to the
highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00
A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to
participate in the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida
Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 107

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DUANE EVANS LLC The holder of
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1016

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07862-000

Description of Property:

Wakulla Gardens

Block 23 Lot 24 OR 2 P 882

Name in which assessed MARGARET JANE HANSON said property
being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate
shall be redeemed according to law the property described in such
certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Court-
houseon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in
the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida
Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 108

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DUANE EVANS LLC The holder of
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1023

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07878-000

Description of Property:

Wakulla Gardens

Block 23 Lot 40

OR4P 254

Name in which assessed THELMA M HAMMER C/0O SUSAN K KING
said property being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Un-
less suchcertificate shall be redeemed according to law the property
described in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in
the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders
must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in
the auction.

May 7, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida
Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 109

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that DUANE EVANS LLC The holder of
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1434

Parcel #: 00-00-077-014-10391-000

Description of Property:

Grieners Addition

Block 1 Lot 7 Less St Rd R/W

OR 24 P 459

OR 679 P 717

Name in which assessed MARIA E PICCIRILLO said property being
in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall
be redeemed according to law the property described in such certif-
icate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthou-
seon: July 8, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the
OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

May 7, 2026
Signature: Greg James, Clerk
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida
Published on May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2026

Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019
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2026 Trailblazer” = )
Heather
Bryan

Wakulla County

Wokudla Chamber of
Commerce

Trailblazer Award
Wakulla Chamber of Commerce executive director Heather
Bryan was the recipient of the Trailblazer Award from the

Big Bend Minority Chamber of Commerce at a luncheon in
Tallahassee on Thursday, May 28.

Ethics in Business

Rachel Pienta, left, the Wakulla 4-H Director, seen with
Wakulla Rotary President Angie Bozeman, was the Wakul-
la nominee for Ethics in Business Award put on by area
Rotary Clubs and hosted by the Tallahassee Rotary Club on
Wednesday, May 27.

ety This i
RV RESORT Sdmmer
 850-926-4653

3874 Coastal ///‘gﬁwa;;, Crawfordville

Free Phonesg.,
Designed s
Arou nd You Apply for your free

phone today!

Built for
) Real Life
How to Qualify
Florida Resident Provided at
Age 3+ No Cost

Have Hearing Loss or
Speech Disorder

How to Apply
Online: WWW.FTRI.ORG/FREE
Request an application form:
800-222-3448 - customercare@ftri.org

Visit an FTRI Regional Distribution Center:
FTRI.ORG/LOCATIONS

foida -
Telecommunications RF 2026 (&
Relay, Inc.

A Wakulla Wild
Animal Rescue |
WOULD YOU LIKE e e
TO HELP? '
We always need donations
of these items:

* Bleach * Pedigree
* Paper wet & dry
towels dog food
* Fruit cocktail © Friskies wet
* Birdseed & & dry cat
nuts food
Florida Wild
ammal
Asssociation

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327
www . F\X/NMA\ . org

363-2351

www.ftri.org

800-222-3448
1820 E. Park Ave, Suite 101, Tallahassee, FL 32301

LoweLegalAndTitle.com
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Hurricane season starts

Lt. Tom Mallon of the Sheriff’s Office, and Emergency Man-
agement Director Jennifer Nagy were at Lunar Bay Coffee
on Friday, May 29, to talk to residents about preparing for

Hurricane season, which started June 1. Nagy especially
wanted people to be aware of their flood zone.
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TIME CAPSULE
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A SPECIAL SECTION OF THE WAKULLA SUN
PUBLISHED JULY 2, 2026 |

PRESERVED UNTIL 0 ||
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YOUR STORIES. OUR HISTORY.
THEIR FUTURE.

The Wakulla County Centennial Time Capsule
will include a special section of

[ our Community- | =

- Our Stories. |
The Wakulla Sun dedicated to the people, | f |
families, businesses, organizations, and ¥/ O egacy- I
stories that make our community unique today. [ Preserved for |

‘When the capsule is opened in 2076, future Future Genemt_fﬂfif- J
generations will read this very newspaper —
and see what life was like in Wakulla County

during America’s 300th Birthday year.
w

WHAT WILL YOUR LEGACY BE? ;

A message to your children, grandchildren,
or future generations

A family photograph

A 4- or 5-generation family portrait
Your family's story and history

A photo of your business and employees

A message from your organization,
church, school or club

A patriotic greeting celebrating
America's 300t Birthday

A memory, story or reflection you want
preserved for the future

=

* % %k % % %

YOUR PAGE BECOMES
PART OF HISTORY.

This special commemorative section
will be inserted into the July 2, 2026
edition of The Wakulla Sun and
preserved in the Time Capsule to

be opened in 2076.

2076

A MOMENT IN TIME.
A LEGACY FOREVER.
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WEEKLY ROUNDUP: Budget done, property taxes on deck

By JIM TURNER

News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE - Florida heads
into the hurricane season with a
budget now in place, even if for a sec-
ond consecutive year it took longer
than expected, with a third special
session on the horizon.

Lawmakers overwhelmingly ap-
proved a $114.5 billion spending
plan Friday, wrapping up a special
session to complete the budget 77
days after they failed to do so during
the regular session.

BETTER LATE

The Senate voted unanimously in
favor of the budget and the House
voted 99-6 for the plan, but the vast
support for the measure belied the
tense process to produce it.

House Speaker Daniel Perez,
R-Miami, insisted on cutting the
current budget of more than $115
billion, while Senate President Ben
Albritton, R-Wauchula, preferred to
keep funding essentially level.

The budget includes $30 billion
for K-12 schools, with $201 million
for teacher pay increases. That raise,
though, will only go to teachers with
10 years of experience, with the in-
crease capped at $3,000 per year.

Republicans said they wanted to
use the money to prevent veteran
teachers from leaving the field.

Democrats, though, said the fund-
ing isn’t enough, as many districts
faced potential cuts this year due to
declining enrollment and teachers
struggle to keep up with inflation.

There were funds included to miti-
gate the effect of enrollment declines
for school districts, but Sen. Carlos
Guillermo Smith, D-Orlando, said
that would still leave Orange County
with a $13 million shortfall for its
schools.

Smith voted for the budget, but
also took issue with the zeroing out
of preeminence funding for universi-
ties. The University of Central Flori-
da recently qualified for the funding,
which is designed to push schools to

boost research. But now the school
won’t be able to receive the money.
In the current budget, $40 million
was set aside for preeminence fund-
ing, which went to the University
of Florida, Florida State University,
Florida International University and
the University of South Florida.

Other Democrats called for raises
for all state workers, instead of the
4 percent raises are targeted only
corrections officers, state law en-
forcement officials and firefighters
included in the budget.

Still, only six House Democrats
voted against the budget, although
the main theme from Democrats
was that it doesn’t do enough to
help Floridians facing cost of living
constraints.

“I don’t know what it’s going to
take for us to wake up one day and
realize that we are really not doing
the things for the people in the state
of Florida that we should be doing,
as opposed to doing what companies
need,” said Rep. Dianne Hart-Low-
man, D-Tampa, who voted against
the budget.

NEXT SESSION SET

Before lawmakers made their way
back to Tallahassee for the vote on
the budget, Gov. Ron DeSantis an-
nounced on Wednesday he was going
to require them to be at the Capitol
on Monday to begin a special session
on his effort to cut homesteaded
property taxes.

The plan as introduced by the
Senate (SJR 2F) increases the
current exemptions on homestead
property to $150,000 starting Jan.
1, 2027, and to $250,000 on Jan.
1, 2028.

If lawmakers place it on the ballot
in November and 60 percent of voters
approve, the current 10 percent cap
on assessments for non-homestead
properties will be lowered to 5 per-
cent.

“I want to get something done. I
want to make sure people can go
and vote for something, and then
see something that’s going to be

FLORIDA PANHANDLE

very, very meaningful in their lives,”
DeSantis said while at Hilton Garden
Inn Tampa Airport Westshore.

Florida Association of Counties
deputy executive director Cragin
Mosteller said the counties are up
for the pending special session
conversation, but it needs to be
“grounded in real budget math and
the long-term needs of Florida’s
communities.”

“Floridians want affordability, but
eliminating property taxes does not
eliminate the cost of infrastructure,
emergency response, and other
essential local services,” Mosteller
replied in an email. “Those costs do
not disappear — they shift somewhere
else, often onto businesses, renters,
and working families.”

The association wasn’t alone in
questioning the potential impacts.

Water management proponents
noted that if the amendment was
already in place, the $698 million
in revenue the state’s five water
management districts are projected
to raise in the next fiscal year to
protect groundwater and springs,
the Indian River Lagoon, and other
impaired waterways would be cut by
$251 million.

Meanwhile, Florida Mosquito
Control Association President Peter
Jiang wrote that, “In a subtropical
state where mosquito control has
long been integral to public health,
economic growth, and everyday life,
stable funding for these districts
remains critically important to the
continued well-being of Florida’s
communities.”

JUSTICE LEWIS

Former Florida Chief Justice R.
Fred Lewis, one of the state’s last
liberal-leaning justices, died Tues-
day, the court announced this week.

He was 78.

Lewis, along with justices Bar-
bara Pariente and Peggy Quince,
frequently bedeviled Republican
leaders and business interests for
“judicial activism,” until they all left
the court together in 2019 because

of a mandatory retirement age limit.

“My lessons of life came from being
born into generations of coal miners
in the mountains of West Virginia
and the sense of community and
human interaction necessary for
survival at that time,” Lewis wrote
when he applied to be appointed the
state’s top court in 1998.

The West Virginia native was re-
cruited to play basketball at Florida
Southern College in Lakeland. He
attended the University of Miami
School of Law, graduating third in
the class of 1972. He would set up a
private practice, specializing in civil
trial and appellate litigation, after a
stint in the U.S. Army.

Lewis was appointed to the state’s
top court in 1998 by Gov. Lawton
Chiles and was chief justice from
2006 to 2008.

As Chief Justice, Lewis directed
an audit of all courts in the state
to identify and remove barriers to
justice for people with disabilities.

He considered his stop accom-
plishment as a justice the creation
of a justice teaching initiative, where
volunteer judges and lawyers went
to Florida middle and high schools
to bolster civic and law-related ed-
ucation.

Lewis will lie in state in the Flor-
ida Supreme Court rotunda from
11 am. to 1 p.m. on June 11. A
memorial service will be held in the
courtroom of the Florida Supreme
Court at 11 a.m. on June 12.

STORY OF THE WEEK: The Flor-
ida Legislature belatedly approved
a $114.5 billion spending plan for
fiscal year 2026-2027 in a special
session.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “A state
budget is one of the most import-
ant responsibilities entrusted to
this Legislature, and it should be
developed through an open and de-
liberative process, not last-minute
negotiations behind closed doors.”
--- Jupiter Democratic Rep. Emily
Gregory

$1,000 minimum | Available for business accounts too!
Visit a branch near you and open an account today.

A locked-in rate yields
savings you can count on.

MIDFLORID,
Feoridu,’s community credit union®

Offer and rate valid as of June 1, 2026, and may be canceled without notice. MIDFLORIDA Credit Union membership and eligibility requirements apply. Fees may reduce earnings. Minimum to open
$1,000. The initial deposit cannot exceed $1 million per member or $2 million per address. No institutional funds. 4.25% APY (Annual Percentage Yield) is based on the assumption that the funds
will remain in the certificate until maturity. Penalties may apply for withdrawal of funds before maturity. Contact employees for further information on fees and terms. Insured by NCUA.
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