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By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

The Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office called 
local reporters after 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
Aug. 13, to give them an alert that a press con-
ference with the sheriff was imminent.

Just before 8 p.m. that night, Sheriff Jared 
Miller announced that Joseph Ronnie Raker 
had been captured in Mexico.

“Today, I can confirm that Joseph Ronnie 
Raker has been captured and is in custody.” 
Sheriff Miller said. 
”This manhunt is 
over.”

Raker had been on 
the run since he was 
identified last week as 
the primary suspect 
in the murders of Re-
becca Lynn Thomas, 
58, and John William 
Luper III, 49, at a 
home on Otter Creek 
in Sopchoppy. Both 
died as the result 
of multiple gunshot 
wounds. The bodies 
were found concealed 
on nearby property 
covered with under-
brush in separate locations.

Raker was located in Mexico, south of 
Brownsville, Texas, and taken into custody 
through the coordinated efforts of the U.S. Mar-
shals Service and Mexican authorities. Raker 
has since been transferred to Texas and is in 
the custody of state authorities there awaiting 
extradition to Florida.

Miller announced that more arrests were ex-
pected, noting that some people may have aid-
ed Raker in attempting to cover up the crime or 
to escape from Wakulla.

Many details about the case are still un-
known and have not been revealed by the sher-
iff’s office, citing the ongoing investigation.

It’s been reported that there was a structure 
fire at the Otter Creek Road property where 
the murders occured. The cause and circum-
stances surrounding the fire remain under in-
vestigation; however, based on the information 
currently available, it is being treated as a sep-
arate incident from the homicides.

The sheriff’s office first confirmed the mur-
ders on Aug. 4. The next day, the sheriff’s of-
fice reported it had obtained arrest warrants 
for Raker, 46, on two counts of homicide, and 
offered a $10,000 reward.

A couple of days later, with social media 
blowing up and citizens posting comments crit-
ical of the sheriff’s office’s handling of the case, 
Sheriff Miller and Major Eddie Wester, head 
of Criminal Investigations Division, posted a 
15-minute video on Facebook with the sheriff 
expressing his concern about the family and 
Wester laying out a timeline of events.

Wester said the case began on Aug. 2 with 
an intoxicated man, who could barely be un-
derstood, telling deputies that someone had 
been shot in the Otter Creek Road area. Depu-
ties found signs of a struggle in the yard. They 
retreated to obtain a search warrant. No bodies 
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Candidate  Carr ie 

Hughes upset incum-
bent Quincee Messer-
smith in the Republi-
can primary for Wakulla 
County commission seat 
4.
And she did it in con-

vicing fashion, taking 
75% of the votes cast 
in the Aug. 18 primary 
election.
Hughes had 3,851 

votes to Messersmith’s 
1,278.
Hughes could not im-

mediately be reached 
for comment, but ear-
lier in the evening, her 
supporter Sue Damon 
was at the supervisor 
of elections office and 
called Hughes at her 
watch party at El Jalisco 
to let her know she had 
an insurmountable lead 
with 10 of 12 precincts 
reporting. Damon held 
up her phone so a re-
porter could hear the 
happy whoops! from 
Hughes.
Messersmith said she 

was pleased with the re-
sult: “I’m so flipping over 
the moon and ecstatic 
that I don’t have to deal 
with any negative drama 
and can just go back to 
doing what I have been 
doing my whole life,” she 
said. “I’m on Cloud 9.”
Hughes faces two op-

ponents in the November 
general election: Demo-
crat Beverly Keister and 
NPA Patricia Dyszer.
Supervisor of Elec-

tions Joe Morgan said 
the turnout for the elec-
tion was just under 30%, 
placing Wakulla at 30th 

of 67 counties in the 
state.
“I’m very surprised at 

the turnout,” he said, 
indicating a bit of disap-
pointment. “But I’m also 
happy that the folks that 
showed up let their voice 
be heard.”

There were a few 
glitches with the elec-
tion: a couple of pre-
cincts lost power for a 
period of time and while 
power came back up, 
one of those precincts 
was unable to upload 
results to the office and 

officials had to wait for 
the backup stick. And 
there were problems 
with the state Division of 
Elections getting results 
from the counties.

OTHER RACES

Carrie Hughes wins primary

Joseph Raker, 
wanted for murder,
captured in Mexico

‘MANHUNT
IS OVER’

Late night crash at Mineral Springs
 By LYNDA KINSEY

Of The Sun

A 22-year-old female 
driving a Ford F-150 
crashed into  the  front 
of the Mineral Springs 
Seafood building in the 
early morning hours  
on Saturday, Aug. 
15th  taking out almost 
the entire front of the 
market. It appears the 
truck struck the cor-
ner of the building tak-
ing out the front, and a 
split on the south side 
of the building was 
also caused by the ac-
cident.

The driver was eject-
ed from the vehicle 
during the crash and 
suffered serious inju-
ries. The truck land-
ed partially on its side 
losing its wheels on the 
right side.

Kim Williams, own-
er of the market, said 
Saturday, she was 
pretty shaken by the 
incident. She and hus-
band Tim  have operat-
ed the seafood market 
for 20 years – his dad 
ran it for 10 years  be-
fore that. Williams said 
she didn’t know what 
they were going to do – 

lose thousands of dol-
lars worth of inventory 
over the weekend and 
not be able to operate 
at all.

Her first concern 
however was that she 
hoped the driver was 
going to be OK. 

“She’s lucky to be 
alive,” Williams said of 
the driver after seeing 
the damage. “Material 

items can be replaced 
but you cannot replace 
a life.” 

The driver was 
transported to Talla-
hassee Memorial Hos-
pital.

According to Wil-
liams, the cooler was 
intact and undamaged, 
the ice machine was 
fine and the process-
ing room was not dam-

aged. When the crash 
happened and the front 
was struck it threw the 
door and other items 
to the inside smashing 
the glass on the long 
display case where the 
seafood is put out.  The 
case that houses the 
dips was undamaged.

Williams also com-
mended the great com-

Raker was captured in Mex-
ico, across the border from 

Brownsville, Texas.

� e Ford F-150 pickup crashed into the front of Mineral Springs Seafood at high speed, 
ejecting the driver, who was transported to the hospital with serious injuries. 

Sheri�  Jared Miller, � anked by Capt. Brett Surace and 
Colonel Ray Johnson, at a press conference on � ursday 

to announce Raker’s capture.

Will face Democrat, NPA candidates in November for commission seat
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Campaign signs outside Precinct 1 in Crawfordville on Election Day, Aug. 18, above. 
Below, Republican gubernatorial candidate Byron Donalds was in Crawfordville on 

� ursday, Aug. 13, at El Jalisco, seen with U.S. Sen. Rick Scott.

Moose donate for veterans/Page 14
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Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned and Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304

CELEBRATING  
 37 YEARS! Re-Sell

Store
850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

FU
LL

ER
 CENTER FOR HOU

SIN
G

W a k u l l a

formerly 
Habitat for Humanity

Subscribe & Save.

Florida Wild 
Mammal 
Association

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327 

www.FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper 
towels

• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & 

nuts

• Pedigree 
wet & dry 
dog food

• Friskies wet 
& dry cat 
food

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

FLORIDA 
ANIMAL FRIEND 

SPECIALTY 
LICENSE PLATE  

With the purchase of each Florida Animal Friend 
specialty license plate, $25 goes toward helping 

end cat and dog overpopulation by increasing 
spay and neuter surgeries in the state. 

$15 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

Wakulla Volunteers Wanted
Big Bend HospiceBig Bend Hospice

Become a Hospice Volunteer Today! 
No prior experience needed - just an open heart and a desire to help.

Apply Now!

READY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
Visit bigbendhospice.org or call Andrea Zinker
at 850-878-5310 to learn more and get started.

At Big Bend Hospice, Volunteers are essential to 
our mission of compassionate care. Whether you're 
supporting patients or helping behind the scenes, 
your time makes a lasting difference.

Want to have clearer 
conversations?

Can’t hear         
your phone ring?  

Apply for your free 
phone today!

Provided at 
No Cost

Built for  
Real Life

www.ftri.org
800-222-3448

1820 E. Park Ave, Suite 101, Tallahassee, FL 32301

Free Phones 
Designed 
Around You

How to Qualify
Florida Resident 
Age 3+ 
Have Hearing Loss or 
Speech Disorder

How to Apply
Online: WWW.FTRI.ORG/FREE                    

Visit an FTRI Regional Distribution Center:  
FTRI.ORG/LOCATIONS

Request an application form:                               
800-222-3448 - customercare@ftri.org

Landline NOT Needed

RF 2026

Call (850) 962-8019 to get started.

Threads Through Time
A Walk Through Wakulla Fashion

Wakulla County Historical Society

Saturday September 12th 2:00-5:00 pm

Crawfordville Women's Club
Enjoy tea, refreshments, 

& fashion to Celebrate
America 250

$25 per person

Model sign up here

Tickets online and at
the WCHS Gift Shop

http://www.thewakullasun.com
http://www.FWMA.org
mailto:customercare@ftri.org
http://www.ftri.org
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Mineral Springs

Two athletes from Sunchaser CrossFit earn recognition

Your local source for news.

Victory Thayer, 11. finished first at the Atlantic Coast 
Classic.

Susan Ehr, competing in the 60-64 age division, finished 
52nd in the world at the CrossFit Games.

4-H  volunteers help youth find their spark
Special to The Sun

In Wakulla Coun-
ty, a volunteer can be 
the person who helps 
a young person plant 
a first garden, safely 
draw a bow, prepare a 
family recipe, identify an 
insect, balance a simple 
budget or discover that 
leadership starts with 
one good idea and the 
courage to try it.

Wakulla 4-H is invit-
ing adults across the 
community to consider 
how their knowledge, 
hobbies and life expe-
rience could become 
meaningful learning 
opportunities for local 
youth. From agriculture 
and natural resources 
to healthy living, civ-
ic engagement, entre-
preneurship, shooting 
sports and hands-on 
project work, 4-H de-
pends on caring adults 
who are willing to guide 
young people as they 
learn by doing.

4-H is the youth de-
velopment program of 
Cooperative Extension, 
delivered locally through 
UF/IFAS Extension. At 
its heart is a simple but 
powerful model: young 
people grow when they 
are connected to car-
ing adults, given real 
responsibilities and en-
couraged to practice 
skills in a safe, support-
ive environment. The 
Wakulla 4-H program 
describes this work as 
helping youth grow and 
reach their full poten-
tial while working and 
learning in partnership 
with caring adults.

That partnership is 
what makes a 4-H vol-
unteer more than an ex-
tra set of hands. Volun-
teers mentor members, 
coordinate community 
clubs, help plan and 
run events, teach proj-
ect skills and create 
the sense of belonging 
that makes youth feel 

welcome and capable. 
Florida 4-H emphasiz-
es hands-on learning, 
healthy relationships 
with caring adults and 
opportunities for youth 
to find their “spark”—
the interest or talent 
that motivates them to 
keep learning.

Youth-adult partner-
ship is also a corner-
stone of positive youth 
development. In strong 
4-H programs, youth 
and adults plan, learn, 
work and lead togeth-
er. Adults provide en-
couragement, structure 
and safety, while youth 
contribute ideas, make 
decisions and prac-
tice leadership. When 
both voices are valued, 
young people become 
more than participants; 
they become partners in 
shaping clubs, projects 
and community service.

Wakulla 4-H has op-
portunities for volun-
teers with many dif-
ferent schedules and 
interests. Some adults 
may choose a regular 
leadership role with a 
club, serving as an or-
ganizational leader, as-
sistant leader, activity 
leader, project leader or 
resource leader. Others 
may mentor indepen-
dent youth, support 

a county project area, 
volunteer with shooting 
sports, judge an event 
or contest, help with a 
special activity, serve 
on the County 4-H As-
sociation or offer short-
term help as an episodic 
volunteer.

The program is es-
pecially interested in 
adults who can share 
expertise in financial 
management, entre-
preneurship, sewing, 
beekeeping, cooking, 
shooting sports such 
as trap, clays and ar-
chery, poultry science, 
rabbitry and cunicul-
ture, plant, animal and 
insect identification, 
fishing, gardening with 
a farm-to-kitchen focus, 
domestic pet care and 
environmental conser-
vation.

No one needs to know 
everything about 4-H to 
get started. Volunteers 
bring the skills they al-
ready have, and 4-H pro-
vides orientation, train-
ing and support. Florida 
4-H’s volunteer process 
encourages adults to 
explore available roles, 
connect with the local 
Extension office, choose 
a position, complete the 
volunteer application 
through 4HOnline, com-
plete required screen-

ing, attend orientation 
and then begin sharing 
their talents with youth.

Families will have an 
opportunity to learn 
about 4-H membership 
at the Wakulla 4-H 
Open House on Satur-
day, August 29, 2026, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in 
the Wakulla Extension 
Arena, also located at 
84 Cedar Avenue in 
Crawfordville. The free 
event will allow youth 
and families to meet 
club leaders, gather 
information and ask 
questions about 4-H 
activities before the new 
club year begins Sep-
tember 1, 2026.

The impact of volun-
teer service reaches well 
beyond a single meeting 
or project. National 4-H 
describes the program 
as helping young people 
build real-world skills 
and become resilient, 
adaptable lifelong learn-
ers. Those outcomes are 
strengthened locally ev-
ery time a caring adult 
helps a youth member 
practice a demonstra-
tion, prepare for a con-
test, complete a record 
book, try a new skill or 
serve the community.

In a county where 
neighbors often know 
one another by name, 
Wakulla 4-H offers a 
practical way to invest 
in the next generation. 
A few hours of guidance 
can become the begin-
ning of a career interest, 
a leadership habit, a 
sense of belonging or a 
lifelong confidence that 
says, “I can do this.”

Adults interested 
in volunteering with 
Wakulla 4-H are en-
couraged to attend the 
July 22 interest meeting 
or contact 4-H Agent 
Rachel Pienta at 850-
926-3931 or r.pienta@
ufl.edu for more infor-
mation.

PUBLIC NOTICES: 
For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla 
Sun provides this Public Notice Section for 
all Public Notices not published in the Legal 

Notice section of the newspaper.

Special to The Sun

Sunchaser CrossFit 
is proud to recognize 
two athletes whose re-
cent accomplishments 
demonstrate that dedi-
cation, perseverance and 
hard work can lead to 
success at any age.

Susan Ehr, Sunchas-
er CrossFit’s head youth 
CrossFit coach, recently 
concluded an impressive 
2026 CrossFit Games 
season by finishing 52nd 
in the world in the Wom-
en’s 60–64 age division 
after the CrossFit Games 
Semifinals. 

Ehr first advanced 
through the worldwide 
CrossFit Open before 
placing 72nd in the 
world in the Quarterfi-
nals to earn a spot in 
the Semifinals, where 
only the top 300 athletes 
worldwide qualified.

She ultimately fin-

ished 52nd overall, com-
peting among the best 
masters athletes in the 
world. Only the top 15 
advanced to the CrossFit 
Games. Ehr is already 

training hard with her 
sights set on qualifying 
for the CrossFit Games 
in the 2027 season.

Fresh off her 11th 
birthday, Victory Thayer 

delivered an outstand-
ing performance at the 
Atlantic Coast Classic 
CrossFit competition in 
Daytona Beach. Compet-
ing in the Girls 13U RX 

division against athletes 
nearly two years older 
– and often significant-
ly bigger and stronger 
– Victory captured the 
overall championship by 

winning two of the three 
events. 

The competition test-
ed a broad range of fit-
ness, including Olympic 
weightlifting, advanced 
gymnastics skills and 
endurance, highlighting 
her versatility and com-
posure under pressure. 

Her first-place finish 
is a remarkable achieve-
ment against one of the 
strongest youth fields in 
the Southeast.

Although separated 
by nearly five decades 
in age, Ehr and Thayer 
share the same com-
mitment to consistent 
training and the pursuit 
of excellence. 

Their accomplish-
ments reflect the sup-
portive community at 
Sunchaser CrossFit and 
serve as an inspiration 
to athletes of all ages 
throughout Wakulla 
County.

How you can help
• Club volunteer: 

organizational lead-
er, assistant, activity 
leader, project lead-
er, resource leader or 
mentor to independent 
youth.

• Project volunteer: 
county project leader 
or shooting sports vol-
unteer.

• Activity volunteer: 
county activity leader, 
event helper or episod-
ic volunteer.

• Community sup-
port: event or contest 

judge, County 4-H As-
sociation member, key 
leader for a project 
area or special event, 
or resource person 
who teaches a specific 
skill.

Key Dates
• Wakulla 4-H Open 

House: Saturday, Au-
gust 29, 2026, 9 a.m.–
1 p.m., Wakulla Exten-
sion Arena, 84 Cedar 
Avenue, Crawfordville.

• Wakulla 4-H club 
program year begins: 
September 1, 2026.

ADVERTISEMENT TO BID
WAKULLA COUNTY 

SCHOOL BOARD

August 20, 27, September 3, 2026

Public Announcement Requesting Bids from Pre-
Qualified General Contractors
Bids are requested from pre-qualified general contractors 
by H2Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Wakulla County 
Schools

H2E PROJECT No.: 25 - 168
WCS BID NO.: 2025/26 - 04
PROJECT NAME: Riversprings Middle School 
AHU Replacement
BID DATE: Tuesday, September 22 , 2026
TIME: 2:00p.m.

GENERAL INFORMATION :
1 . Scope : One for one replacement and consolidation of 
multiple DX split system air handling units and associated 
condensing units with dx split system air handling units 
and condensing units . New 6 ‘ tall chain link fence will 
house the new condensing units. Controls modification 
as required for new units . Minimal electrical work will 
be required for the one for one replacement of the units. 
Code minimum commissioning will be required.
2 . The entity responsible for all aspects of project 
management:

H2Engineering , Inc.
114 East 5th Avenue
Tallahassee , Florida 32 303
Phone : (850) 224 - 7922
Fax : (850) 224 - 5876

3. Bids will only be accepted from General Contractors 
pre qualified for thi s project .
4 . All questions or requests for written interpretation 
or correction MUST be in writing no later than 
Tuesday, September 8 , 2026. Direct all inquiries to the 
H2Engineering Project Manager : Mark Poindexter, PE . 
Email: mpoindexter@h2engineering.com 
5. Sealed bids must be received at the Wakulla County 
School Board administration building, 69 Arran Road, 
Crawfordville, Florida 32327, no later than 2:00p.m. 
local time, on Tuesday, September 22, 2026. Bids must 
be clearly marked with project name, project number and 
bid number on the outside envelope. Submittals received 
after deadline will not be considered.
6. Bids must be submitted in full accordance with the 
requirements of the drawings, specifications, bidding 
conditions and contractual conditions, which may be 
obtained by contacting the H2Engineering project 
manager.
7. Drawings are available in digital format.
In the event the Contract is awarded to the Bidder, 
Bidder shall, within eight (8) Owner business days after 
the award by the Owner of the Contract shall furnish the 
required Performance and Payment Bonds; failing to do 
such, Bidder shall forfeit their bid guarantee as liquidated 
damages. The Performance and Payment Bonds shall 
be secured from any agency of a surety or insurance 
company, which agency shall have an established place 
of business in the State of Florida and be duly licensed to 
conduct business there.
The Owner reserves the right to waive irregularities and/
or informalities in any Bid and to reject any or all Bids in 
whole or part, with or without cause, and/or accept the 
Bid that in its judgment will be for the best interest of the 
School Board of Wakulla County, Florida. 

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF WAKULLA COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
69 ARRAN ROAD
CRAWFORDVILLE, FLORIDA 32327
RICHARD MYHRE,
SUPERINTENDENT

From Front Page

-munity we live in and 
how many people came 
to help. 

“A lot of people have 
shown up to help today. 
Jeff Lewis came with 
his big tractor and took 
care of a lot of the larger 
debris items,” she said.

When asked if they 
were going to be able 

to operate, Williams 
shouted out to Junior: 
“Junior, do you think 
we will be able to oper-
ate?” 

His reply was, “Seven 
days a week from 10 to 
6.”

On Sunday afternoon 
the front of the  building  
had been secured and a 
line of people were out 
front waiting to pur-
chase their seafood. 

Customers couldn’t go 
inside the building, but 
they brought it out to 
you.

An employee at Min-
eral Springs said on 
Monday that they just 
about sold out of every-
thing for the weekend.

According to the Flor-
ida Highway Patrol, the 
truck was northbound 
on U.S. 98 in Panacea 
around 3:25 a.m., and 
the driver lost control 
on the curve and struck 
the building, which was 

unoccupied at the time.
The driver’s condition 

was reported as serious 
but stable. 

The FHP was assisted 
by the Wakulla Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office and 
Wakulla Fire Rescue.

A GoFundMe has 
been set up to assist 
with costs of repairs 
to the building and to 
keep the business run-
ning. As of Tuesday, 
$2,600 had been raised 
towards the goal of 
$20,000.

http://www.thewakullasun.com
mailto:mpoindexter@h2engineering.com
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Opinions

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 
By donating, you help us keep citi-

zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 
Your contributions will equip our 

newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.
That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our com-

munity
• More local content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 
We would very much appreciate your 

contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 
The Florida Press Foundation is 

registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.
We accept donations by card or 

check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.
Send it to Florida Press Foundation 

at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

The Wakulla Sun, Copyright © 2023 is published weekly by Hot Water Publishing, 12 Arran Road, Craw-
fordville FL. Periodicals postage is pending at Crawfordville FL. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Wakulla Sun, 12 Arran Road, Crawfordville FL 32327.

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/@TheWakullaSun
TWITTER: www.twitter.com/@TheWakullaSun Jessi Smith

DISTRIBUTON

Subscripti ons to The Wakulla Sun 
In County - $40/yr. - $25/6 mo. Out of County - $50/yr. - $30/6 mo. 

Out of State - $60/yr. - $35/6 mo.
To subscribe call (850)962-8019.

Editor/Publisher: 
William Snowden
editor@thewakullasun.com

Production Manager/IT: 
Eric Stanton

estanton@thewakullasun.com

Circulation: 
Krystal Sheppard

circulation@thewakullasun.com

Sales & Marketing 
Lynda Kinsey

lkinsey@thewakullasun.com

AWARD WINNING

NEWSPAPER

“It’s A New Day!”

Calendar of events for the week of August 20
� ursday, August 20

• Th e Rotary Club of Wakulla County 
meets at the TSC Wakulla Ceneter at 
8:30 a.m. Wakulla Health Depart-
ment Director Tonya James will be the 
speaker.
• Optimist Club meets at noon at Myra 
Jean’s. Superintendent of Schools Rick 
Myhre will be the speaker.
• Line dancing is 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at 
the Women’s Club.  6:30 to 8 for begin-
ners. $10. 
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will 
be held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in 
Crawfordville, every Th ursday. Th ere 
are concessions and raffl  es.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 
p.m. every Th ursday at 54 Ochlockonee 
St.

Friday, August 21
 

• Wakulla War Eagle football season 
opener will be held at J.D. Jones Stadi-
um as Wakulla hosts the Gadsden Jag-
uars at 7 p.m.
• Wakulla Audit Committee meets in 
the board conference room at 10 a.m.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and 8 p.m. every Friday at 54 Ochlock-
onee St. 

Saturday, August 22

• St. Marks Community Market is held 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Sunday, August 23

• Swamp Coast, old time folk, country 
and blues, will be performed at Palaver 
Tree Th eater, 59 Shadeville Road, from 

2:30 to 4:30 p.m. It’s a pay-what-you-
can event.
• Wakulla Giving Hands food giveaway 
every Sunday from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. at 
the facility across from Medart Elemen-
tary on Highway 98. Line up begins at 
11 a.m.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets every 
Sunday at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee 
St.

Monday, August 24

•  Th e Wakulla Respite Program is 
available for anyone with memory 
impairment at no cost from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at Lake Ellen Baptist Church 
every Monday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 
p.m. for women and 8 p.m. for men 
every Monday at 54 Ochlockonee St.
• Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class with 
Margaret every Monday at 11 a.m. 

First Baptist Church CLC Building in 
Crawfordville. Bring a mat.

Tuesday, August 25

• Sopchoppy community dinner is held 
every week at the Towles House at 6:30 
p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets every 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee 
St.

Wednesday, August 26

• BS Bingo with Kevin Story will 
be held at Palaver Tree Th eater, 59 
Shadeville Road beginning at  7 p.m.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
noon and 6:30 p.m. every Wednesday 
at 54 Ochlockonee St.

On the Horizon

LETTERS FROM READERS

� anks for support 
of backpack drive

History highlight: 
Invade Canada?

Something on your mind?
Email Letters to the Editor to editor@thewakullasun.com; 
or mail it � e Wakulla Sun, 12 Arran Road, Crawfordville 

FL 32327; or drop it by the o�  ce on the courthouse square.

Editor, The Sun:

The Be A Hero to Our Heroes, 
Inc./F.R.E.S.H. (Fully Refreshing and 
Empowering Students Holistically) 
Back-to-School Outreach Ministry has 
concluded its 2026 outreach. We are 
grateful for another wonderful oppor-
tunity to serve the students and fami-
lies of Wakulla County.
This event would not have been 

possible without the generosity, com-
mitment, and giving spirit of our com-
munity. To every sponsor, supporter, 
business, church, organization, indi-
vidual, and volunteer who gave their 
time, resources, services, or financial 
support. We sincerely thank you! Each 
of you played an important role in 

making this year’s outreach a success.
As servants, our goal is to demon-

strate the love of God through service 
to our community. This outreach has 
always been about more than back-
packs and school supplies. F.R.E.S.H. 
seeks to encourage and empower our 
students spiritually, mentally, emo-
tionally, and physically, helping them 
begin the 2026–2027 school year feel-
ing supported, confident, and pre-
pared.
For 16 years, our community has 

continued to come together to support 
this outreach. Because of that will-
ingness to unite and serve, we have 
been blessed with the opportunity to 
be a blessing to so many students and 
families. Your kindness and generosity 
are a wonderful example of what can 
be accomplished when a community 
works together with a common pur-
pose. 
With grateful hearts, Be A Hero to 

Our Heroes, Inc. and the F.R.E.S.H. 
Back-to-School Outreach Ministry 
simply say, “Thank you, and may God 
continue to bless you all.”

To God Be the Glory,

Be A Hero to Our Heroes, Inc.
F.R.E.S.H. Back-to-School Outreach Ministry

Editor, The Sun:

Invade Canada you say? Hardly 
a new idea. Americans have fancied 
owning Canada since Britain gained 
possession of the French Canadian 
settlements in 1763. As a result of 
winning the French and Indian War, 
Britain also won all the lands west of 
the Appalachians to the Mississippi 
River. 
In 1776, early in the War of Inde-

pendence, the Continental Congress 
authorized the invasion of Canada. 
They feared that the British army , 
which harbored troops in Canada, 
would invade the New England col-
onies and could encircle the Conti-
nental Army by marching addition-
al forces north from British Florida.  
So the Americans attacked Quebec 
in November,1775 but were defeat-

ed. Later in the war, Congress again 
approved a plan to invade Cana-
da which was opposed by General 
George Washington. He reasoned 
that American resources were bet-
ter spent fighting the British in the 
colonies. Congress did not choose 
to oppose their own commander in 
chief so the plan was never executed. 
A third time, a plan to invade Cana-
da surfaced in the Congress in 1778, 
supported by the young Marquis de 
Lafayette, a French volunteer who 
had fought with Washington’s troops 
and won the general’s trust. This 
time, too, Washington prevailed, con-
vincing the Congress to abandon all 
talk about invading Canada for the 
remainder of the war, which ended in 
1783. 
However, in 1812, when the U.S. 

was again at war with the British, 
hawks in Congress clamored for a 
Canadian invasion, and even con-
sidered annexation of Canada. Then 
President James Madison approved 
plans for a three-pronged attack. U.S 

.General William Hull and his troops 
crossed the Detroit River into Canada 
in July, 1812. They met strong resis-
tance from Chief Tecumseh and his 
Shawnee warriors who fought along-
side the British enemy. The Amer-
icans retreated to Detroit and later 
an intimidated General Hull surren-
dered the army and the city. He was 
later court-martialed and convicted 
of cowardice and neglect of duty. The 
two other invasions of the three part 
plan to win Canada also failed. The 
campaign was greatly hindered by 
American forces who simply refused 
to cross the border to fight the Brit-
ish. 
If you have Canadian friends, 

you’ve no doubt been struck by how 
forcefully they recall this history. 
Perhaps you too have been gently re-
minded that, like all residents of the 
continent, Canadians too, are Amer-
icans. 
Join the historical society in cele-

brating American and Florida history 
at “Threads Through Time” a historic 
clothing fashion show and tea Sat-
urday, September 12 from 2-5 pm 
at the Crawfordville Women’s Club. 
Tickets on sale at www.wakullahis-
tory.org

Andrea Carter, President 
Wakulla County Historical Society 

Join Optimists in 
helping kids

Editor, The Sun:

Readers, are you interested in 
helping children and youth in your 
community? There is a great oppor-
tunity to join an organization with a 
sterling reputation for supporting kids 
– the Coastal Optimist Club of Wakulla 
County!
Founded over 50 years ago, this 

club established a scholarship fund to 
benefit outstanding students across 
our community. Because of our mem-

bers’ dedicated efforts, we distribute 
thousands of scholarship dollars every 
year. We also provide financial gifts 
to youth groups like 4-H and sports 
teams, sponsor oratorical and essay 
contests, and organize the annual Blue 
Crab Festival Parade. 
Interested in learning more? Come 

on out to Myra Jean’s this Thursday, 
August 20th at noon. Our guest speak-
er will be School Superintendent Rick 
Myhre, who will update us on progress 
at the high school renovation and ex-
pansion. 
Optimists meet every first and third 

Thursday at noon at Myra Jean’s. 

Verna Brock

http://www.thewakullasun.com
https://floridapressfoundation.org
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http://www.wakullahis-tory.org


www.thewakullasun.com  THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, August 20, 2026 – Page 5A

Wakulla Crossroads
By VERNA BROCK

Often, I feel as though the world or-
der I used to take for granted has disap-
peared. This is true on so many levels, 
but increasingly, it seems to challenge 
my expectations for simple day to day 
life. 
For instance (and I know I’m not 

alone in this), the normal, everyday 
act of mailing and receiving mail has 
become increasingly unpredictable. I 
have lost count of how many times I 
have sent a card to family or friends in 
Crawfordville only to have it go missing. 
So often, our missives traipse across 
North Florida and Georgia before reach-
ing their final destinations. Letters go 
missing for weeks, or even months, at 

a time. It has gotten so bad that I now 
simply hand-deliver birthday cards to 
my children and grandchildren. Since 
they live less than 10 miles from me, 
this seems to be a more timely solution. 
Two months ago, Ed ordered a eu-

phonium (horn) from a seller in Can-
ada, through eBay, shipped via UPS. 
Oh, my goodness! I have named this 
instrument Odesseus, based on its cir-
cuitous journey. It has been labeled 
lost three times, held in two different 
Customs centers (Canada and the 
US), pronounced gone for good, rout-
ed to Tallahassee, and labeled as out 
for delivery on the UPS truck this past 
week. You guessed it. The delivery driv-
er couldn’t find this (hard to miss) tu-
ba-type instrument anywhere on the 

truck as promised, and it has yet to be 
delivered. 
Even better, when Ed called to find 

out where his horn might be this time, 
he was told it was cited for fraud and 
marked for destruction! As this saga 
has wound its way across two countries 
and multiple time zones, Ed and the 
seller of the euphonium have formed a 
friendly communication. 
Since only the seller can request fur-

ther information from UPS, he and Ed 
have written regularly via email, doc-
umenting every weird occurrence and 
excuse, as well as their astonishment 
at each new turn of events. I mean, 
how hard can it be to deliver a package 
from point A to point B? Apparently, 
impossible.
And that’s just the mail. There are 

so many areas where straight forward 
tasks seem jinxed by some mischievous 

troll. Dealing with everyday medical 
appointments, referrals, and prescrip-
tions can eat up days of calling and re-
search. Every home-improvement proj-
ect requires a war room for strategizing. 
Organizations once renowned for their 
logical structure now seem consumed 
by chaos.
It is exhausting to constantly con-

front what seem like unnecessary 
problems and complications. I find my-
self wondering if getting older has made 
me less resilient, or if life has genuinely 
become more difficult to manage? 
I honestly don’t feel like I’ve changed 

all that much; I know mail deliveries 
have become a crap shoot! I’m just 
afraid this is going to be the state of 
affairs from now on, and we’re all just 
having to learn to live with it.
Oh, well. I suppose it could be worse!

CARL ROACH
CareerSource

“Yaaaaaaaaah!”

MICHAEL HUTCHISON
Gulf Atlantic Bank

“Yes! I’m defi nitely 
ready to spend the 
weekend in front 
of the TV and get 

behind on all of my 
yard work.”

Polled at Chamber After Hours event hosted by Rotary Club of Wakulla:

REV. DR. BETSY GOEHRIG
Minister

“I’m ready for FSU 
football, Bucs football, 

Rec Park Youth Football 
and cheerleading, and 
another grandson at 
Riversprings Middle 

School football.”

“Yes, I’m so ready 
– I want to see 

Florida State win!”

TRACY STRICKLAND
Insure It All!

Polled at Chamber After Hours event hosted by Rotary Club of Wakulla:Polled at Chamber After Hours event hosted by Rotary Club of Wakulla:
– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

JEREMY ANDERSON
Anderson Givens Fredericks

“Absolutely, every 
season is a reminder 

that tradition gives us 
something to be proud 

of.  Time for FSU to 
write the next chapter. 

GO NOLES!” 

Are you ready for some football?

Bonnie Holub
Certi�ied Life Coach

850-570-8271
BonnietheLifeCoach.com

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

It isn’t about how 
your life looks to others…

Its about how it feels to you!

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN Editor

The First District Court of  Appeal in Tallahassee last week upheld the Wakulla Circuit Court judge’s ruling finding that Ed Brimner was properly elected as property ap-praiser in 2020.The DCA’s ruling was  released Tuesday, July 18, and said simply” Per curiam affirmed,” which means that the appeals court affirms the trial court’s deci-sion without issuing an opinion or explanation of its own.
In February of last year, Wakulla Circuit Judge Ron Flury granted a summary judgment to the Wakulla Coun-ty Canvassing Board and Property Apprais-er Ed Brimner finding that Colby Sparkman, who was a candidate for property appraiser  against Brimner in the 2020 election but who 

lost by four votes, pre-sented no evidence that he would have won the election but for alleged misconduct.
The judge noted the lawsuit is “based on the treatment of 12 ballots out of 9,104” ballots cast in the race. The 12 ballots represented the number of votes rejected by the canvassing board because the signature on the vote-by-mail bal-lot did not match the signature on file.Sparkman’s attorney, Mark Herron, argued at a hearing held by Zoom back in February 2022 that the 12 ballots were not able to be cured be-cause of misconduct by the supervisor of elec-tions and the canvassing board. That included not telling voters whose ballots were rejected the correct amount of time they had to cure the problem, and tell-ing Sparkman that he should not contact the 12 voters.

But Judge Flury wrote that, during the election, a total of 53 ballots had signature problems. “Of those 53 ballots,” the judge wrote, “41 were cured.”
One of the 12 bal-lots, belonging to Debra Russell, was cured in a timely manner, but be-cause of the narrow vote margin, she asked that her vote not be counted because it would reveal how she voted. The can-vassing board accepted her appeal and did not count her vote.

“No evidence has been presented that shows the precluded ballots favored any particular candidate,” Judge Flury wrote in his order. “Fac-tually, the mathematical probablity of a change in the result here is nonex-istent.”
At the hearing last year, attorneys Leonard Collins, representing Brimner, and Wayne Malaney, representing the canvassing board, acknowledged that er-rors were made with the election, but contended there was no fraud and 

no effort to help one can-didate or another. The judge agreed: “There is no evidence to suggest that there was an ulterior nefari-ous motive that actually drove the canvassing board’s decision. There is no reason to overturn the will of the people as expressed in the election results presented.”Sparkman appealed the judge’s decision in March of 2022.In the meantime, Sparkman did get a set-tlement in his lawsuit for wrongful termination. Sparkman was a dep-uty property appraiser under Brad Harvey, who was removed from office by Gov. Ron DeSantis af-ter his arrested in 2018 on embezzlement and fraud charges. Harvey has pleaded no contest to the charges and faces a maximum sentence of 30 years when he is sentenced in September.After Brimner was installed in office in Jan-

uary 2021, he subse-quently fired Sparkman for cause. 
Much of the contro-versy in the case arises from Sparkman being told not to contact any of the 12 voters with the rejected ballots. He asked for and was given the names of the voters and acknowledged in deposition that he had called one, but couldn’t remember who it was. A voter called Coun-ty Administrator David Edwards with concerns about Sparkman calling voters, and Edwards called two canvassing board members – Coun-ty Judge Jill Walker, and County Commis-sioner Quincee Mess-ersmith. Both said the issue would be brought before the canvassing board and then-Super-visor of Elections Bud-dy Wells.

Edwards walked over to Wells’ office and con-fronted the elections 
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Team Blue Line visits St. Marks

Fired Chiles coach may join War Eagle coaching staff 

Wakulla Springs’ Amy Conyers is gone
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Kevin Pettis and son Trey might join coaches at Wakulla High

Appeals court rules for Ed Brimner in lawsuit over 2020 property appraiser in which Colby Sparkman lost by 3 votes

The non-profi t supports law enforcement offi cers injured on the job

Sgt. Rob Holloway, kneeling, with kids of Wakulla County sheri� ’s deputies  at the St. Marks Community Market.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Staff Report

Kevin Pettis, who was recently fired as head 
football coach at Chiles High School may join the 
coaching staff of the Wakulla War Eagles under 
head coach Scott Klees.Superintendent of Schools Bobby Pearce noted 
that Pettis was offered a teaching and coaching 
position at Wakulla High School, but he reportedly 
turned the teaching position down to stay with 
Leon County Schools. He may still join coaches 
next month if cleared of all open investigations.
Pettis was let go as coach at Chiles in June 

after an investigation into alleged violations of 
athletic policies. Pettis’ son, Trey, was also on Chiles coaching 
staff and voluntarily stepped down.Trey Pettis is 
being hired as a parapro at Wakulla Institute and 
will join the staff as a War Eagle coach.

Staff Report

Amy Conyers, who has been the park direc-
tor at Wakulla Springs State Park for nearly six 
years, is no longer in the position as of last week.
Efforts to contact Conyers for comment were 

unsuccessful.
According to her LinkedIn page, Conyers had 

been park manager since November 2017 with 
an ending date of July 2023.Conyers had been with the state Department 
of Environmental Protection for 18 years, in-
cluding at Lafayette Blue Springs State Park, 
Troy Spring State Park, and Wes Skiles Peacock 
Springs State Park.Her LinkedIn page says she is “looking for a 
new role and would appreciate your support. 
Thank you in advance for any connections, 
advice, or opportunities you can offer. #Open-
ToWork”

� e 2020 candidates for Wakulla Property Appraiser in-
cluded Colby Sparkman, le� , and Ed Brimner.

By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

A charity known as Team Blue Line set up a booth at the St. Marks Community market on Saturday, manned in part by Sgt. Rob Hollo-way, a policeman who was shot in the line of duty. 
On April 12th, 2020, while pursuing suspects in a high-speed car chase near Carrollton, Ga., the suspects fired at Hol-loway’s car and he was struck in the head. After the incident, he was in the hospital for months, and due to Covid restric-tions his wife couldn’t go to work and come back 

to see him, so she chose to stay by his side rather than working for those months. 
The community gath-ered around them, how-ever, with co-workers donating leave time so his wife wouldn’t be suf-fer unreasonably, and even the roofing compa-ny they had hired took it upon themselves to redo the roof the way they had been contract-ed to, entirely free of charge. When The hollo-ways would have missed seeing their son grad-uate from highschool, the school allowed it to be livestreamed and let their son be the first to walk the stage, so they 

could watch it from the hospital room. 
When Sgt. Holloway was informed he might never walk again, Team Blue Line dedicated their time and money into re-modeling his bathroom to make it more easily accessible for him to use after getting home from the hospital. 

Though Holloway has been steadily recover-ing and is fully capable of walking under his own power, he says that the handrails installed around his home thanks to Team Blue Line are very helpful whenever he feels weak or light-headed. 
When asked what 

Team Blue Line does, he said that they “Stand for something good, that protects the community from evil.” 
While still small, qual-ity of life improvements such as these can make large impacts on the lives of officers who were in-jured or disabled in the line of duty. 

Team Blue Line also assists the families of those who gave their lives on the job, often paying tuition for their children to go to a private school and get a high-quality education. 
The charity can be found at teamblueline.org for more information or if you’d like to donate.

Election suit over after 3 years

PM
Thunderstorms

Chomp n Stomp held at Palaver Tree
Page 13

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN 
Editor

Former Wakulla Prop-
erty Appraiser Brad Har-
vey pleaded no contest 
in Wakulla Circuit Court 
on Wednesday, July 5 to 
numerous fraud charges 
that stemmed from over-
payments he made to 
himself as well as using 
the office credit card for 
personal expenses.
 Harvey had been set 

to go to trial later this 
month. After the plea, a 
pre-sentence investiga-
tion was ordered to deter-
mine what Harvey scores 
for punishment.
He is scheduled for 

sentencing on Sept. 7.
Harvey is charged 

with stealing more than 

$200,000 from the office, 
which he used for expens-
es like outfitting a hunt-
ing truck, and to take his 
family on a cruise after 
his daughter graduated 
from high school.
Assistant State Attor-

ney Andrew Deneen, who 
is prosecuting the case, 
will reportedly be asking  
Wakulla Circuit Judge 
Layne Smith, who is pre-
siding over the case, for 
prison time for Harvey.
The matter started af-

ter members of the Rotary 
Club of Wakulla realized 
that checks and cash for 
a fundraiser had never 
been deposited. Harvey 
was club treasurer. After 
being told of the miss-
ing money, Sheriff Jared 
Miller, also a member of 

Rotary, ordered an in-
vestigation. After being 
interviewed by detectives, 
Harvey turned over about 
$1,000 in cash from a gun 
raffle the club had held. 
No charges were brought 
in the case because the 

evidence – namely, ticket 
receipts for the raffle – 
had not been retained by 
the club. 
But the Rotary incident 

prompted a member of 
Harvey’s staff to begin 
looking into office financ-
es – and evidence quickly 
piled up that Harvey was 
stealing public money.
The staff member went 

to County Administrator 
David Edwards with the 
concerns – and FDLE was 
brought in to investigate.
 In April 2020, Harvey 

was arrested on a war-
rant and processed in 
the Wakulla County Jail. 
Because of Covid restric-
tions at the time, Harvey 
was not put in a jail cell, 
and he did not have to 
post bond. 

The same day, Gov. 
Ron DeSantis removed 
Harvey from office.
During the FDLE in-

vestigation, the news-
paper was aware of 
the suspicions of fi-
nancial improprieties 
and, along with another 
interested party, began 
making public record 
requests and writing 
news stories about it. 
Later public record re-
quests indicated that 
Harvey continued over-
paying himself even 
after he knew he was 
under investigation by 
FDLE.
Asked by the news-

paper to provide justifi-
cation for the overpay-
ments, Harvey pointed 
to a supplement he had 

received when he was 
chief deputy under the 
prior property apprais-
er for work done on 
Fire and Solid Waste 
tax rolls. He seemed 
to think he was still 
entitled to the supple-
ment – though the total 
amount of overpayment 
far exceeded the sup-
plement.
Harvey’s statutory 

salary was $103,000 
in 2016 when he was 
elected. It increased 
to $107,500 the next 
year and to $108,336 
in 2018.
Harvey had done 

payroll and other office 
financials as chief dep-
uty under former ap-
praiser Donnie Spark-
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Seafood landings are reported down

Two drownings in 
separate incidents 

on July 4th

State braces for 
more cases of 
deer disease
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A man died while scalloping; a child 
drowned in a home pool

The former property appraiser is charged with embezzling money from the offi ce; he will be sentenced in September

Hurricane losses, high diesel prices likely to blame for shortfall

Fleet of shrimp boats in Fort Myers.

Independence Day celebration in Sopchoppy starts with a parade, includes music and vendors, and concludes with 
Fourth of July � reworks. More photos on Page 13. (Photo by Gerald Brown)

Staff Report

Two unrelated drownings were reported in 
Wakulla on July 4th: a man scalloping in St. Marks 
and a child who drowned in a backyard pool.
Names and other details were not released by 

the Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office.
The sheriff’s office did put out a press release 

the next day that read:” Yesterday The Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office responded to two separate 
and unrelated instances of drowning in our com-
munity, one at a residence in Crawfordville and 
another on the water near St. Marks. So far, the 
investigations into both instances appear to show 
these are nothing more than tragic accidents. Out 
of respect for the families and those involved The 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office will not be making 
any further releases regarding either incident.
“WCSO would like to remind everyone to always 

be careful when swimming or enjoying the water, 
as drowning incidents can occur suddenly and 
even to the strongest swimmers.
“Please join Sheriff Miller and the Wakulla 

County Sheriff’s Office in praying for the families 
affected by these incidents.”

News Service of Florida

BONIFAY – After Florida’s first recorded case of 
a contagious disease fatal to deer, wildlife officials 
said Thursday other cases are likely and that it will 
be a “long-term marathon” to address the issue.
But it also could mean a short-term increase 

in hunting limits in the region of Northwest Flor-
ida where the case was found, as officials seek to 
quickly collect samples to determine the prevalence 
of chronic wasting disease.
Nearly 300 residents turned out Thursday eve-

ning to the Bonifay K-8 School in Holmes County 
for a presentation by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation and the Florida Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services about initial steps 
to address the disease.
The state announced last month that a “road-

killed” female white-tailed deer in Holmes County 
had tested positive for chronic wasting disease, 
which has been described as similar to mad cow 
disease, with deer becoming emaciated and often 
being found isolated and trembling. Chronic wast-

Auditions for Musical
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Former Property Appraiser-
Brad Harvey

By ANDREW POWELL
Center Square

Since the Covid-19 
pandemic, hurricanes 
and increased fuel costs 
have reduced the catch 
of Florida’s seafood in-
dustry.
Florida’s Gulf Coast is 

the largest fishery for the 
state and is still dealing 
with the effects of Hur-
ricane Ian in late 2022. 
The storm made landfall 
at Fort Myers and devas-
tated Florida’s shrimp-
ing industry, sinking 
boats and destroying 
infrastructure crucial to 
the industry.
According to prelim-

inary data compiled by 
The Southern Shrimp Al-

liance from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration’s Fish-
ery Monitoring Branch, 
Florida’s March 2023 

landings off the West 
Coast were 72.7% below 
the historical average. 
In total, 2023 landings 
for the West Coast are 

42.1% below historical 
trends.
March 2023 landings 

Brad Harvey pleads to charges

SOPCHOPPY FOURTH OF JULY

Scattered
Thunderstorms

By WILLIAM SN
OWDEN 

Editor

The resentenc
ing of 

Guerry Wayne H
ertz and 

Jason Looney 
on mur-

der charges is
 sched-

uled to get und
erway on 

June 19 with ju
ry selec-

tion.
The question 

before 

jurors will be 
whether 

or not Hertz an
d Looney 

should be sent
enced to 

death for the 19
97 mur-

ders of Melan
ie King 

and Keith Sp
ears. At 

their 1999 tri
al, Hertz 

and Looney we
re found 

guilty of two counts 

of first-degree
 murder 

and, by a vote
 of 10-2, 

the jury recom
mended 

death, which 
was or-

dered by the co
urt.

(A third man in
volved 

in the murde
rs, Jim-

my Dempsey, 
testified 

against Hertz 
and Loo-

ney at the tria
l in ex-

change for a se
ntence of 

life in prison.)

The only issu
e be-

fore the jurors
 will be 

whether to rec
ommend 

a death sente
nce. The 

guilt of Hertz 
and Loo-

ney is not at is
sue, and 

they will neve
r be re-

leased from pri
son even 

if a jury recom
mends a 

life sentence.
In 1999, ther

e was 

not a require
ment in 

Florida for a un
animous 

jury verdict for
 a death 

sentence. The 
case was 

sent back for a
 re-do of 

the death pena
lty phase 

and has been 
pending 

for several year
s.

In this year’s L
egisla-

tive session, in 
response 

to the lack of 
a unan-

imous jury ve
rdict for 

the death pena
lty at the 

trial of Parkla
nd High 

School shooter
 Nikolas 

Cruz, Florida la
wmakers 

changed the sta
ndard to 

an 8-4 vote for 
death. 

Defense attorney 

Zachary Ward, who 

represents Her
tz, noted 

at a docket 
sounding 

hearing on We
dnesday, 

June 7, that 
the de-

fense team ha
d antic-

ipated a chang
e in the 

law on jury verd
icts, but 

had anticipated
 the law 

would go into 
effect on 

Oct. 1 – which
 is why 

the defense ha
d agreed 

to set the rese
ntencing 

for June 19. T
he Flori-

da Legislature m
ade the 

change in jury
 verdicts 

immediate.

Charter review discusses 

spring protection

Heavy security at hearing

St. Marks to raise 

sewer rates 75% 

on residents

The two were found guilty of the Spears-King murders 25 years ago, will have a re-do of the death penalty phase of their trial
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Weather forecast from Wakulla High School
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Members of the Charter Review Committee at a meeting last week at the community center.

By WILLIAM SNO
WDEN

Editor

Warned by their
 accountant tha

t they are facing
 

financial ruin if 
they don’t do so

mething, St. Ma
rks 

City Commissi
oners voted to

 raise sewer ra
tes 

75% – which w
ould translate 

to a $46 increa
se 

per month on r
esidential utilit

y bills.

It was roughly
 estimated tha

t the increase
 

would translate
 into an additio

nal $183,000 in
to 

the city’s utility
 fund.

City commissio
ners voted 3-1 

for the increase
, 

with the motio
n made by Dan

 Albers, second
ed 

by Paula Bell,
 and supporte

d by Mayor Pa
ul 

Sheddan. Steve
 Remke was the

 lone vote again
st 

the increase. R
emke had mad

e a motion ear
lier 

for a 50% incre
ase that was se

conded by Bell 
for 

discussion and
 was ultimately

 voted down 1-
3. 

City Commissio
n Sharon Rudd

 was absent du
e 

to illness.
The meeting roo

m at City Hall w
as full of citizens

 

on Thursday, J
une 8, but none

 seemed especia
lly 

upset by the sh
arp increase in

 rates. 

One citizen did 
suggest that the

re must be mon
-

ey to cut, and M
ayor Sheddan a

ppeared irritate
d 

at the comment
. The mayor rep

lied that city co
m-

missioners had
 cut everything 

they could think
 of, 

but there was 
no way to mak

e enough finan
cial 

cuts to get out 
of the problem.

 Several residen
ts 

in the audience
 suggested just

 going ahead w
ith 

a 100% increas
e to get the pai

n over with.

It was noted tha
t the city had be

en slow to raise
 

its utility rates
 – there had on

ly been a 12% 
in-

crease over the 
past several yea

rs, which would
n’t 

be enough to k
eep up with inf

lation.

As part of finan
cial cuts, the c

ity commission
 

has cut the pay 
of City Manager

 Zoe Mansfield a
nd 

Ethel Jefferson
 by going to a fo

ur-day workwe
ek.

Mayor Shedda
n was also pr

epared at the
 

meeting to sug
gest a reorgani

zation of city s
taff 

by removing P
ublic Works fr

om under the 
city  

manager, and a
ltering the title o

f the city manag
er 

to administrati
ve manager.

City Attorney Ro
n Mowrey told S

heddan that the
 

city charter ref
ers specifically 

to a city mana
ger 

position and du
ties. He said in

terference by c
ity 

commissioners
 in the city man

ager’s duties wa
s a 

first-degree mis
demeanor. Mow

rey told Shedda
n 

that the change
 he was propos

ing would requ
ire 

advertising and
 then a referend

um for city vote
rs 

to approve.
Sheddan appea

red disappointe
d in the attor-

ney’s opinion. 

It was Mowrey’
s last meeting 

as city attorney
. 

He had represe
nted St. Marks

 for many years
. 

He told city com
missioners tha

t he had prac-

ticed law for 54
 years and wou

ld turn 80 in th
e 

summer, sayin
g it was time fo

r him to retire.

In another mat
ter, Shadrach H

ines of the St. 

Marks Waterfr
onts committe

e announced t
he 

group had rais
ed enough mo

ney for Fourth
 of 

July fireworks.

Hines also said
 the city’s first c

ommunity mar
-

ket was a succ
ess. The next o

ne is set for Ju
ne 

24 from 9 a.m.
 to 1 p.m.

Robyn Hurst remembered
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Jason Looney

Guerry Wayne Hertz

By WILLIAM SNO
WDEN

Editor

The Wakulla S
prings 

Alliance made
 a pitch 

to the county’s
 Charter 

Review Commi
ttee for a 

proposed ballot
 initiative 

that would exp
and the 

Wakulla Spring
s pro-

tection area o
r create 

a Spring Creek
 special 

planning area.

The Charter R
eview 

Committee has bee
n 

meeting over 
the past 

few months to
 look at 

possible chang
es to the 

county’s govern
ing doc-

ument. It is re
quired to 

be reviewed e
very 10 

years.
Chad  Hanso

n ,  a 

member of the
 Wakulla 

Springs Allianc
e, did a 

PowerPoint pre
sentation 

at the Charte
r Review 

Committee’s m
eeting on 

Tuesday, June
 6 at the 

community cen
ter.

Hanson’s pres
enta-

tion went thro
ugh the 

historical deg
radation 

of the springs
 due to 

nitrogen in grou
ndwater 

from septic sys
tems and 

the City of Talla
hassee’s 

Tram Road sp
rayfield. 

It reached th
e point 

in 2008 that t
he state 

Department of Envi-

ronmental Protect
ion 

deemed the Wakulla 

River “biologic
ally im-

paired.”
Hanson noted

 that 

there has bee
n some 

recovery in rece
nt years, 

“but it’s nowh
ere near 

where it should
 be.”

The implications of 

expanding th
e zone 

would be, for vu
lnerable 

areas in the ba
sin map, 

which includes
 much of 

Crawfordville:

• Require advanced 

wastewater tr
eatment 

standards fo
r septic 

tanks, with se
wer pre-

ferred;
• Low impact develop-

ment such as t
wo units 

per acre on sep
tic, or no 

more than five 
units on 

sewer;
• and no Future Land 

Use Map ame
ndments 

for  more tha
n 1 unit 

on 2 acres (o
n sewer) 

or 1:5 (OSTDS
) without 

enforceable dev
elopment 

agreement.
Some members

 of the 

Charter Revie
w Com-

mittee questio
ned if 

expanding the
 springs 

protection zone
 was an 

appropriate iss
ue – with 

committee mem
ber An-

drew Riddle, w
ho also 

chairs the coun
ty plan-

ning commission (of 

which Hanson
 is also 

a member), as
ked if it 

wasn’t more pr
operly an  

issue to be ad
dressed 

in the county’s
 compre-

hensive plan. R
iddle also 

questioned the 
impact of 

such a change o
n county 

building regula
tions.

Committee member 

John Shuff no
ted that 

the Wakulla Sp
rings ba-

sin encompass
es 1,300 

square miles –
 much of 

which is in Leo
n Coun-

ty – and questio
ned why 

Leon doesn’t he
lp shoul-

der the burden
 of clean-

ing up the 7,00
0 septic 

tanks in its jur
isdiction.

Committee member 

Lynn Artz wen
t forward 

with a motion to ap-

prove the expa
nsion of 

the springs pr
otection 

zone as a ballot
 question 

– and the mo
tion was 

seconded by co
mmittee 

member David 
Damon.

Commit tee  Chai r 

Chris Russell e
xpressed 

disappointmen
t at the 

motion and said
 it should 

properly be bro
ught up 

on next month’
s agenda 

as new busine
ss. Artz 

withdrew her m
otion.

At the end of the
 meet-

ing, County Adm
inistra-

tor David Edw
ards ex-

pressed his opi
nion that 

expansion of th
e springs 

protection zon
e would 

have major imp
lications. 

He pointed to
 the im-

pact on the Craw
fordville 

Town Plan and
 said the 

change would 
take the 

county’s zonin
g regula-

tions and toss 
them out 

the window.
“It would paraly

ze the 

county from a
 growth 

perspective,” 
Edwards 

said.
The issue of

 DEP 

There was drum-tight security at the Wakul-

la County Courthouse on Wednesday, June 7, as 

death row inmates Guerry Wayne Hertz and Jason 

Looney were present for a hearing on their planned 

resentencing.

Wakulla deputies and Florida Department of 

Corrections offi cers were all over the courthouse 

– including 16 armed offi cers inside the courtroom 

during the hearing.

Security will be tight when the death penalty 

phase of Hertz’s and Looney’s trial gets underway 

starting June 19.

Hertz, Looney to return for retrial

Keep up with 
What’s Happening in Wakulla
If you enjoy this Monthly 
paper but want more hard 
hitting local news please 
consider subscribing to 
our newspaper.

Call us at 850-962-8019 is Your Local News Source

Subscribe 
for only
$40 per 

year
in county
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outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE
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Darby
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Trimming
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By MARJ LAW

Lorrabelle isn’t quite a 
novice to shooting. She is 
quite familiar with long 
guns. With shotguns 
and rifles, Lorrabelle has 
dispatched turkey, wild 
boar and snakes. But 
Lorrabelle doesn’t have a 
handgun.
Lorrabelle lives out in 

the woods on many acres 
of land. Today, she’s look-
ing for a handgun for 
self-defense. She’d like to 
be able to carry a gun in a 
holster and in her purse, 
and she’d like it near her 
bed at night. She plans to 
travel and wants to take 
a gun with her.
Joe and I meet Lor-

rabelle at the Wakul-
la County Sheriff’s Of-
fice (WCSO) range on a 
Wednesday morning. At 
the range office, Lorra-
belle signs a paper saying 
she agrees to rules of the 
range. And, even though 
she has shot long guns for 
many years, we go over 
the rules of the Sheriff’s 
range, the “Big 4” rules 
that everyone should use 
whenever carrying a gun, 
the meaning of “hot” and 
“cold,” and the meaning 
of “eyes” and “ears.” 
This information is 

good for anyone who 

owns a handgun, and is 
absolutely necessary for 
anyone shooting at the 
WCSO range. 
The Sheriff’s rules are 

posted on a billboard at 
the range. 
The “Big 4” refers to 

these rules: 
• Treat every firearm as 

if it is loaded, 
• Never point the fire-

arm at anything you are 
not willing to destroy, 

• Keep your finger off 
the trigger until you are 
ready to shoot, and 

• Be sure of your target 
and what is beyond it.
When the range is 

“hot,” you can handle 
your gun and ammuni-
tion. When the range is 
“cold,” it means that you 
must not touch gun or 
ammunition, and you 
must stay on the side of 
the red line on the floor 
nearest the parking lot. 
Everyone on the pistol 
range must agree when 
the range is either hot 
or cold. This basic safety 
measure ensures people 
cannot shoot when some-
one is downrange.
Finally, you must have 

eye and ear protection at 
the WCSO range. Glass-
es rated “ansi” and ear 
protection devices can 
be found at gun shops, 
building supply stores, 
and many department 
stores. I encourage Lor-
rabelle to wear two types 
of ear protection at the 
same time: the squish-
in-your-ear cushions, 
and earmuffs which cover 
your entire ears. Loud 
noises can damage your 
hearing, so I’m interested 
in doing as much as I can 
to safeguard my hearing. 
Lorrabelle agrees.
Lorrabelle is with us 

because she is concerned 

about protection, but she 
doesn’t know what caliber 
of gun she can use for 
defense. 
“I want something 

not just for defense, but 
something to practice 
with. That way, if I ever 
have to use the gun, I’ll be 
familiar with it. But I have 
some physical problems. 
My astigmatism is pretty 
bad, I have carpal tunnel 
syndrome, and I have ar-
thritis in both hands and 
shoulders.”
Unfortunately, many 

mature people suffer from 
these problems.
Does it mean that the 

mature person can’t han-
dle a handgun?

No! We just need to 
help Lorrabelle figure out 
which gun fits her needs 
best.
We have brought two 

.380s and two 9mm 
guns to the range. They 
are: the Smith & Wes-
son Shield .380 EZ, the 
Sig Sauer 365/.380, the 
9mm Kimber Mako and 
the 9mm Smith & Wesson 
Equalizer.

“Great!” says Lorra-
belle. “If I like one of these 
guns, you can go buy it 
for me before I go on a trip 
out west!”

“No! Lorrabelle, it is 
not legal to buy a gun for 
another person. You only 
buy for yourself.”
“Well, then, I’ve got two 

days before my trip. I’ll 
just buy it myself!”

“That won’t work ei-
ther, Lorrabelle.”
“Why not?”
“Because, in Florida, 

you must wait three days 
after purchasing a gun 
to pick it up unless you 
have a concealed carry 
license.”
“Drat. I don’t have time 

to take the concealed car-
ry class.”
“Do you really need a 

gun for this trip? If you 
can wait until you return 
home, you’ll have time to 
take the class, become 
familiar with your gun, 
and learn more about 
where and how you can 
carry in Florida.”

“OK. I guess there’s 
a lot to learn. Besides, I 
have other questions. For 
instance, I don’t know 
which gun will be best 
for me yet. And my friend 
George said to make sure 
I get a gun with a safety. 
Do I want a gun with a 
safety or not?”
“Some handguns have 

built-in safeties, like the 
Shield .380 EZ you’ll be 
shooting today. It has a 
grip safety. Personally, I 
don’t like a manual safety 
for a mature person who 
has not been trained to 
shoot with a safety. In 
times of great fear, will 
you remember if your 
safety is on or off?”
“Well, I’d rather not 

have a safety.”
Now we’ve gone over 

the rules, and Lorrabelle 

is wearing her eyes and 
ears. I’m about to discuss 
stance when I see that her 
feet are shoulder-width 
apart and her upper body 
slightly leans forward. 
She has a good, high grip 
on the EZ. Her stance 
looks good.
“The grip on this .380 

EZ is kinda wide though,” 
she notes. “I have small 
hands.”
“What makes the grip 

somewhat wide is the 
grip safety,” I reply. “If 
your hand is not high and 
firm into the grip, the gun 
won’t be able to fire.”
She shoots.
“I can handle this gun,” 

she says happily. “The 
slide is easy to rack, the 
trigger is light, and there 
isn’t much kick. But I’d 
rather have a gun with a 
smaller grip.”

Next, she shoots the 
Sig 365/380. Blam!
“This fits my hand bet-

ter and will fit in my 
purse. Can’t say I like 
lining up sights on either 
gun though,” she says. 
“Let me ask you this: 
Some guys have told me 
that a .380 doesn’t have 
enough oomph to be a 
real defensive gun. What 
if I put in those hollow 
point rounds? Aren’t they 
supposed to be powerful 
loads?”
“Yes, they are. How-

ever, Joe has seen Mas-
sad Ayoob on YouTube 
reporting that a hollow 

point isn’t a good defen-
sive round for the .380. 
The hollow points open 
up too quickly, so they 
can’t penetrate deeply 
enough to neutralize a 
threat. He suggests us-
ing FMJ rounds instead. 
FMJ stands for full metal 
jacketed rounds.”

Next, Lorrabelle shoots 
the 9mm Equalizer. Joe 
has fitted the Equalizer 
with a red dot reflex sight.

“I like this reflex sight! 
There’s no need to line up 
front and back sights.” 
Lorrabelle is shooting 
tighter groups on her 
target. 
Then she shoots the 

Kimber Mako.
“Now I know why guys 

practically genuflect 
when they hear the name 
Kimber!” she says excit-
edly. “This gun is really 
accurate. I’m shooting so 
much better. This Mako 
is fitted with reflex sights, 
like the Equalizer.”
I thought Lorrabelle 

would find the 9mm 
handguns to have more 
power than she could 
manage comfortably, but 
she actually shoots better 
with the 9mm’s than the 
.380s! 
She turns to look at 

me.
“You know, Marj,” she 

explains, “I thought I 
wanted to have a gun 
for my trip. But the trip 
is coming up quickly. I 
want time to take that 
class and to find out more 
about handguns before 
buying one. These four 
guns we shot today are 
all great, but I’d like to try 
out even a few more guns. 
“Can we meet back 

here at the range when I 
return? There is so much 
more that I need to learn.”

Marj Law is the former 
director of Keep Wakulla 
County Beautiful who 
has become an avid 
shooter in retirement.

Lorrabelle wants a handgun 

Retired park ranger Robert 
� ompson was on his wildlife 

survey at Wakulla Springs recent-
ly and shot this photo of a white-

tailed deer.

http://www.thewakullasun.com
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By AL HARTMAN

Hot enough for ya? August 
is always pretty rough. 
The fishing has been good, 

but it’s best to go early or 
later. Scallops are still plen-
tiful and the boats at St. 
Marks  Lighthouse look like a 
Walmart parking lot. Waiting 
room only to put in or out too. 
Hope it cools down because 

spring duck season is just 
around the corner. Teal and 
wood duck season is Sept. 
19-23.
 What I want to do is give a 

heads up for Manatees. The 
death toll is higher than usu-
al. This past June in Wakulla 
four have been found dead  
and two of them were killed 
by boat hits. Five so far for 
this year in Wakulla County. 
There have been 392 state 

wide deaths this year as of 
June 30 and 72 were killed 
by boat strikes.
Most of the others in that 

number were from starva-
tion. It seem that Toxic Algal 
blooms that kills the seagrass 
manatees love most to eat. 

I saw a picture the other 
day someone took of a Man-
atee out of the water eating 
grass on a river bank. So 
boaters be more careful in 
the water to protect them. 
Especially in the rivers and 
streams.
If you see a injured or sick-

ly Manatee call the state Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission at 888-404-
3922 and give the best info 
you can as to  its location. 
Happy hunting and fish-

ing. Take a young’un!

� e Old Pro: Call FWC if you 
see an injured manatee

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences
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Best fishing days this month
Best fishing day(s) is in the center of date ranges.

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.

Gulf Coast Weekly Almanac
First

Aug. 19
Full

Aug. 28
Last

Sept. 4
New

Sept. 10

Aug. 19, 25-31

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

6:59 AM 
6:59 PM

7:26 AM 
7:26 PM

8:16 AM 
7:50 PM

9:07 AM 
8:42 PM

9:57 AM 
9:33 PM

10:46 AM 
10:22 PM

11:33 AM 
11:10 PM

2:27 PM 
11:47 PM  

12:30 AM 
3:22 PM  

1:18 AM 
4:14 PM  

2:11 AM 
5:01 PM  

3:07 AM 
5:43 PM  

4:06 AM 
6:21 PM  

5:05 AM 
6:54 PM

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

7:07 AM
8:14 PM

2:57 PM
12:17 AM  

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

7:08 AM
8:13 PM

3:52 PM
1:00 AM  

7:08 AM
8:12 PM

4:44 PM
1:48 AM  

7:09 AM
8:11 PM

5:31 PM
2:41 AM  

7:09 AM
8:10 PM

6:13 PM
3:37 AM  

7:10 AM
8:08 PM

6:51 PM
4:36 AM  

7:10 AM
8:07 PM

7:24 PM
5:35 AM

49%

59%

68%

76%

84%

90%

95% Best hunting and fishing based on solunar times: MAJOR feeding periods are 2 hours long, centered on the solunar time. MINOR feeding periods are only 1 hour long, again centered on the solunar time.

Aug. 20 - Aug. 26

1st 12:19 AM
▼ 2.0 ft

2nd 6:30 AM
▲ 3.3 ft

3rd 3:19 PM
▼ 1.0 ft

4th 10:05 PM
▲ 2.3 ft 

1st 12:50 AM
▼ 2.2 ft

2nd 7:16 AM
▲ 3.2 ft

3rd 4:59 PM
▼ 1.0 ft

4th — 

1st 9:25 AM
▲ 3.0 ft

2nd 6:14 PM
▼ 0.8 ft

3rd — 4th — 

1st 1:06 AM
▲ 2.7 ft

2nd 4:46 AM
▼ 2.4 ft

3rd 11:38 AM
▲ 3.2 ft

4th 7:04 PM
▼ 0.5 ft 

1st 1:37 AM
▲ 2.9 ft

2nd 6:16 AM
▼ 2.2 ft

3rd 12:36 PM
▲ 3.4 ft

4th 7:42 PM
▼ 0.3 ft 

1st 2:04 AM
▲ 3.1 ft

2nd 7:08 AM
▼ 1.9 ft

3rd 1:18 PM
▲ 3.7 ft

4th 8:14 PM
▼ 0.2 ft 

1st 2:30 AM
▲ 3.3 ft

2nd 7:48 AM
▼ 1.6 ft

3rd 1:54 PM
▲ 3.8 ft

4th 8:41 PM
▼ 0.1 ft

1st 12:30 AM
▼ 1.4 ft

2nd 6:22 AM
▲ 2.5 ft

3rd 3:30 PM
▼ 0.8 ft

4th 9:57 PM
▲ 1.7 ft 

1st 1:01 AM
▼ 1.6 ft

2nd 7:08 AM
▲ 2.4 ft

3rd 5:10 PM
▼ 0.7 ft

4th — 

1st 9:17 AM
▲ 2.3 ft

2nd 6:25 PM
▼ 0.6 ft

3rd — 4th — 

1st 12:58 AM
▲ 2.0 ft

2nd 4:57 AM
▼ 1.8 ft

3rd 11:30 AM
▲ 2.4 ft

4th 7:15 PM
▼ 0.4 ft 

1st 1:29 AM
▲ 2.2 ft

2nd 6:27 AM
▼ 1.6 ft

3rd 12:28 PM
▲ 2.6 ft

4th 7:53 PM
▼ 0.2 ft 

1st 1:56 AM
▲ 2.3 ft

2nd 7:19 AM
▼ 1.4 ft

3rd 1:10 PM
▲ 2.7 ft

4th 8:25 PM
▼ 0.1 ft 

1st 2:22 AM
▲ 2.5 ft

2nd 7:59 AM
▼ 1.2 ft

3rd 1:46 PM
▲ 2.9 ft

4th 8:52 PM
▼ 0.1 ft  

1st 1:23 AM
▼ 1.8 ft

2nd 7:06 AM
▲ 3.1 ft

3rd 4:23 PM
▼ 0.9 ft

4th 10:41 PM
▲ 2.1 ft 

1st 1:54 AM
▼ 2.0 ft

2nd 7:52 AM
▲ 2.9 ft

3rd 6:03 PM
▼ 0.9 ft

4th — 

1st 10:01 AM
▲ 2.8 ft

2nd 7:18 PM
▼ 0.7 ft

3rd — 4th — 

1st 1:42 AM
▲ 2.5 ft

2nd 5:50 AM
▼ 2.2 ft

3rd 12:14 PM
▲ 3.0 ft

4th 8:08 PM
▼ 0.5 ft 

1st 2:13 AM
▲ 2.7 ft

2nd 7:20 AM
▼ 2.0 ft

3rd 1:12 PM
▲ 3.2 ft

4th 8:46 PM
▼ 0.3 ft 

1st 2:40 AM
▲ 2.9 ft

2nd 8:12 AM
▼ 1.7 ft

3rd 1:54 PM
▲ 3.4 ft

4th 9:18 PM
▼ 0.2 ft 

1st 3:06 AM
▲ 3.1 ft

2nd 8:52 AM
▼ 1.5 ft

3rd 2:30 PM
▲ 3.6 ft

4th 9:45 PM
▼ 0.1 ft  

1st 12:30 AM
▼ 1.4 ft

2nd 6:22 AM
▲ 2.5 ft

3rd 3:30 PM
▼ 0.8 ft

4th 9:57 PM
▲ 1.7 ft 

1st 1:01 AM
▼ 1.6 ft

2nd 7:08 AM
▲ 2.4 ft

3rd 5:10 PM
▼ 0.7 ft

4th — 

1st 9:17 AM
▲ 2.3 ft

2nd 6:25 PM
▼ 0.6 ft

3rd — 4th — 

1st 12:58 AM
▲ 2.0 ft

2nd 4:57 AM
▼ 1.8 ft

3rd 11:30 AM
▲ 2.4 ft

4th 7:15 PM
▼ 0.4 ft 

1st 1:29 AM
▲ 2.2 ft

2nd 6:27 AM
▼ 1.6 ft

3rd 12:28 PM
▲ 2.6 ft

4th 7:53 PM
▼ 0.2 ft 

1st 1:56 AM
▲ 2.3 ft

2nd 7:19 AM
▼ 1.4 ft

3rd 1:10 PM
▲ 2.7 ft

4th 8:25 PM
▼ 0.1 ft 

1st 2:22 AM
▲ 2.5 ft

2nd 7:59 AM
▼ 1.2 ft

3rd 1:46 PM
▲ 2.9 ft

4th 8:52 PM
▼ 0.1 ft  

1st 12:59 AM
▼ 2.0 ft

2nd 7:04 AM
▲ 3.5 ft

3rd 3:35 PM
▼ 1.0 ft

4th 10:20 PM
▲ 2.5 ft 

1st 1:46 AM
▼ 2.3 ft

2nd 7:57 AM
▲ 3.4 ft

3rd 5:08 PM
▼ 0.9 ft

4th — 

1st 12:03 AM
▲ 2.7 ft

2nd 3:13 AM
▼ 2.5 ft

3rd 9:45 AM
▲ 3.3 ft

4th 6:22 PM
▼ 0.7 ft 

1st 1:03 AM
▲ 2.9 ft

2nd 5:06 AM
▼ 2.4 ft

3rd 11:37 AM
▲ 3.4 ft

4th 7:15 PM
▼ 0.5 ft 

1st 1:43 AM
▲ 3.1 ft

2nd 6:27 AM
▼ 2.3 ft

3rd 12:40 PM
▲ 3.6 ft

4th 7:56 PM
▼ 0.3 ft 

1st 2:15 AM
▲ 3.3 ft

2nd 7:20 AM
▼ 2.0 ft

3rd 1:25 PM
▲ 3.8 ft

4th 8:31 PM
▼ 0.2 ft 

1st 2:44 AM
▲ 3.5 ft

2nd 8:02 AM
▼ 1.7 ft

3rd 2:04 PM
▲ 4.0 ft

4th 9:00 PM
▼ 0.1 ft  

1st 12:30 AM
▼ 1.4 ft

2nd 6:22 AM
▲ 2.5 ft

3rd 3:30 PM
▼ 0.8 ft

4th 9:57 PM
▲ 1.7 ft 

1st 1:01 AM
▼ 1.6 ft

2nd 7:08 AM
▲ 2.4 ft

3rd 5:10 PM
▼ 0.7 ft

4th — 

1st 9:17 AM
▲ 2.3 ft

2nd 6:25 PM
▼ 0.6 ft

3rd — 4th — 

1st 12:58 AM
▲ 2.0 ft

2nd 4:57 AM
▼ 1.8 ft

3rd 11:30 AM
▲ 2.4 ft

4th 7:15 PM
▼ 0.4 ft  1st 

1:29 AM
▲ 2.2 ft

2nd 6:27 AM
▼ 1.6 ft

3rd 12:28 PM
▲ 2.6 ft

4th 7:53 PM
▼ 0.2 ft  1st 

1:56 AM
▲ 2.3 ft

2nd 7:19 AM
▼ 1.4 ft

3rd 1:10 PM
▲ 2.7 ft

4th 8:25 PM
▼ 0.1 ft  1st 

2:22 AM
▲ 2.5 ft

2nd 7:59 AM
▼ 1.2 ft

3rd 1:46 PM
▲ 2.9 ft

4th 8:52 PM
▼ 0.1 ft
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Underwater    WakullaBy Gregg Stanton

An Underwater Look Forward in Wakulla County  
January 10, 2013

Last week I attended the Beachwood 31st annual New 
Year’s Eve party at the Livingstons residence. There, 
amongst our friends and neighbors, we typically review 
what has happened during the last year.
This year the continued increase in home foreclosures, 
loss of jobs and general economic strife was distressing. 
Some are solidifying their resources while others are 
just leaving town for greener pastures. One dive shop in 
Tallahassee went out of business a week ago, and the 
other has branched out away from diving into archery.
Our efforts to open Wakulla Springs State Park to qual-
ified recreational diving was defeated. Indian Springs 
(next to Wakulla Springs), owned and operated by the 
YMCA, sold their property north of Route 267 to private 
developers, who are now proposing to rent the property 
surrounding the springs. Access to the basin and cave 
for diving has been closed while the new owners decide 
how they want to proceed.
All of our December and January international atten-
dance has canceled citing economic stress or disinterest 
in the county. The new cave dedicated store, Cave Con-
nections, is busy identifying caves on private property 
that are only available through their facility, following in 
the footsteps of the out-of-town group that currently dives 
Wakulla Springs. None of this bodes well for Wakulla 
County economically.
What then, can we see for underwater Wakulla in the 
crystal ball? Providing we survive the asteroid that is 
scheduled to pass between the earth and the moon on 
Feb. 15, there is a summer reprieve coming. The inshore 
(out 9 miles) spear fishing season for Gag Grouper may 
open on April 1 through June 30, if the FWC draft pro-
posal is implemented.
That season will close inshore and open offshore in fed-
eral waters (9 miles to the shelf) July 1 through November 
or December. Red Grouper also opens April 1 through 
the end of January. Amberjack opens Aug. 1 and closes 
May 30. Red Snapper has not been determined at this 
time according to the FWC website.
Our scalloping season in the shallow grass beds near 
shore now extends from July 1 through late September.
And of course, for those who visit the Florida Keys for 
lobster, the mini season is in late July and opens other-
wise Aug. 6, closing at the end of March. This summer 
could be a bumper year if inclement weather does not 
interfere.
See http://myfwc.com/media/2455479/Gulf_Sea-
sons_AtAGlance_2013.pdf for more details.
On shore, further cave exploration continues south of 
Route 98. The reported known 400-plus windows into the 
karst should be expanded with the renewed cave diving 
by several exploration groups.
Deep exploration is hampered by the rise in the cost 
of helium, now at over $100 per 280 cubic feet (cf) cyl-
inder. A diver who, say, breathes 1 cf per minute at the 
surface wants to dive to 200 feet in a cave or off shore, 
which may use a 50 percent helium mix, will pay $3 per 
minute at that depth. At that rate, his twin cylinder set 
will cost him $107, (not counting decompression gases) 
just for breathing gas.
The dive will cost him/her in excess of $150, which 
encourages exploration divers to take up rebreathers….. 
or some other pastime.

Editor’s Note: This is a repeat of a column from 2013.

http://www.thewakullasun.com
http://myfwc.com/media/2455479/Gulf_Sea-sons_AtAGlance_2013.pdf
http://myfwc.com/media/2455479/Gulf_Sea-sons_AtAGlance_2013.pdf
http://myfwc.com/media/2455479/Gulf_Sea-sons_AtAGlance_2013.pdf
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FOLLOW THE SUN.

Helping your child handle annoying classmates

By SHERYL H. BOLDT
  
The school year has 

begun. You prayed for 
your child, for their 
teachers and for a great 
year.

Academics matter 
– but so does helping 

your child succeed so-
cially, especially when 
they have to deal with 
“that” student. The one 
who grates on every-
one’s nerves. The one 
your child mentioned 
at the dinner table with 
an eye roll and a sigh.

So … 
Before you address 

the “annoying class-
mate” issue, start with 
something positive. Ask 
your child what they’re 
looking forward to this 
year. Which classes 
excite them? What ac-
tivities are they eager to 
jump into?

Then gently circle 

back to their comment 
about the student who 
“gets on everybody’s 
nerves.” Invite them 
to explain what they 
meant. Listen. Empa-
thize. Let them know 
you understand – be-
cause you do. 

We all have someone 
in our workplace or 
neighborhood whose 
behavior makes us 
want to take the long 
way around the build-
ing. Share a brief story 
of your own (without 
denigrating anyone, 
including mentioning 
names) about a person 
who stretches your pa-

tience thin. 
Next, ask a tough 

question: “Do you think 
you ever annoy peo-
ple?” If your child is 
honest, you might even 
get a smile – maybe a 
laugh. This moment of 
humility can open the 
door to a meaningful 
conversation.

Explain that you 
want them to enjoy ev-
ery good thing they’re 
excited about this year, 
and you don’t want 
frustration or unkind-
ness to steal any of 
those opportunities.

Then suggest some-
thing different: “What if 

we prayed for this stu-
dent instead of making 
fun of them?”

Read or  quote 1 
Thessalonians 5:11 
(ESV): “Therefore en-
courage one another 
and build one another 
up.” Pray together for 
help to notice one pos-
itive trait about this 
classmate – even if it’s 
a small one. Ask God to 
help your child see this 
student as someone 
who may be carrying 
burdens they know 
nothing about.

Together, pray for 
this student to have a 
good year.

And in your own 
quiet time, continue 
praying – asking God 
to guide you as you 
support your child aca-
demically, socially and 
spiritually. School is 
more than grades. It’s 
a training ground for 
compassion, maturity 
and Christlike char-
acter.

Sheryl H. Boldt is 
a sales executive for 
Wave 94 and author 
of the blog, www.To-
dayCanBeDifferent.net. 
Connect with her at 
SherylHBoldt.Wave94@
gmail.com.

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

OUT TO PASTOR

By CHERYL CRUCE

August is one of 
those months that 
brings its own kind of 
excitement. The hu-
midity falters ever so 
slightly, football teams 
and fans become en-
thusiastic for a new 
season, and yellow 
school buses start 
rolling down the high-
ways. Children across 
our towns, cities, and 
countryside, dressed 
in brightly colored 
clothes, are waiting at 
their stops, excited for 

a new year. 
Moving inward, 

there is a sense of an-
ticipation as admin-
istrators prepare and 
set into motion a foun-
dation for success. 
Teachers are busy cre-
ating lesson plans, col-
orful classrooms, and 
bulletin boards that 
are inviting. Custodi-
ans are making the 
hallways shine, while 
lunchroom staff pre-
pare healthy meals. 
There is a busyness in 
the air that cannot be 
denied.

Then the first day 
arrives. Young moms 
walk their little ones 
in for the first time. 
Hearts are tugging and 
tears are forming as 
they entrust their chil-
dren to teachers for the 
coming school year, 
knowing that school 
resource officers will 
also be there to help 

keep them safe.
Another first is also 

taking place. Teenag-
ers are excited with 
a newfound freedom 
in being able to drive. 
At 16, 17, or 18, they 
are learning to navi-
gate the highways and 
roads on their own. We 
have seen far too many 
reminders of how 
quickly a routine drive 
can change.

Over the course of 
my life, I have been 
a first-time student 
holding the hand of a 
tearful mom and also a 
new driver. I have felt 
the sting of watching 
my children enter the 
classroom, and I have 
been the worker build-
ing the bulletin boards. 
Today I am the grand-
mother watching the 
cycle continue. And 
today I pray for them 
– all of them. The chil-
dren. The parents. The 

teachers. The school 
resource officers. The 
administrators. The 
bus drivers. The caf-
eteria workers. The 
custodians. The young 
drivers. And those who 
are yet to come. 

Prayer does not re-
quire an introduction. 
We don’t have to know 
someone’s name, hear 
their story, or even 
meet them to pray 
for them. Jesus un-
derstood this kind of 
prayer. In the garden, 
knowing that the cross 
was before Him, Je-
sus prayed not only for 
those who were with 
Him, but also for those 
who would one day 
come to faith through 
the witness of His 
disciples. His prayer 
reached beyond the 
people standing be-
fore Him to people He 
would never meet face 
to face.

Perhaps that is what 
we are called to do as 
a new school year be-
gins. To look beyond 
what we know and pray 
for those we don’t. To 
see the yellow school 
bus traveling down the 
road and pray for the 
children inside—pray 
for the driver entrusted 
with the responsibili-
ty of carrying so many 
children safely to their 
destination. To pass a 
school and pray for the 
teachers, administra-
tors, and staff. To see 
a young person behind 
the wheel and whisper 
a prayer for safe trav-
els. 

We may never know 
their names or what 
they are carrying in 
their hearts as they 
begin this new year. 
But God knows each 
one. Our prayers can 
go where we cannot, 
touching classrooms, 

school buses, homes, 
and highways. So as 
August begins and 
another school year 
unfolds, let us be in-
tentional about look-
ing beyond ourselves. 
When we see the yel-
low bus, pray for them. 
When we pass the 
school, pray for them. 
When a teenage driver 
pulls onto the highway, 
pray for them. We may 
not know them, but we 
can lift them before the 
One who does. Pray for 
them.  

Romans 12:12 – Be 
joyful in hope, patient 
in affliction, faithful in 
prayer. 

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlock-
onee Bay United Meth-
odist Church and 
Sopchoppy United 
Methodist Church.

Pray for them
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YOU ARE WELCOME
No Pressure. No Pretending.

Just a loving family seeking to serve God and others.

Sunday Worship - 10 AM
(Also on Facebook) 

3383 Coastal Hwy,
Crawfordville, FL
(850) 745- 8412

Dr. James Needham, Pastor

By JAMES SNYDER

There was a time in 
my life when keeping 
up was part of my daily 
routine. I started each 
day with a specific ob-
jective, and by the end 
of the day, I had com-
pleted it.

I took pride in com-
pleting my work on 
time. The secret was 
to plan carefully. Some 
projects required sev-
eral days; therefore, I 
organized them accord-
ingly.

That had been true 
throughout my life until 
a very serious enemy 
came into view and 
hindered me from fin-
ishing some projects. 
This enemy has been a 
curse in my life.

Comparing me with 
The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage, you 
will discover that she 
had no such enemy 
in her l i fe messing 
with her schedule. If 
she wanted something 
done, she completed it 
on time. I, on the other 

side of the marriage ta-
ble, had trouble along 
these lines, and even 
though I wanted some-
thing done, I never ac-
tually got it done when 
I wanted it.

You might ask what 
this enemy is. It was 
something I really never 
expected in my life, and 
voilà, there it is. That 
vicious enemy is “Old 
Age.” It has snuck up 
on me without any in-
dication it was coming.

Although The Gra-
cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage is techni-
cally two years older 
than me, she doesn’t 
have that same enemy 
messing up her daily 
schedule. No matter 
what, she finished a 
project exactly on time.

When I was younger, 
I was taught that “Old 
Age” was chasing me 
and would catch up 
sooner than I expect-
ed. Laughing, I always 
pushed it aside and 
said everybody gets old 
except me.

I looked at my father 
and mother and noticed 
they were getting old. 
I never really believed 
that I would actually 
come face-to-face with 
“Old Age,” and yet here 
it was.

Every time I cele-
brated a birthday, it 
never occurred to me 
that it meant I was 

one year older than the 
year before. Why do 
we celebrate birthdays 
every year? Don’t we 
realize that your birth-
day means you’re just 
older?

Sitting at my desk 
the other day, I noticed 
a pile of work I needed 
to complete. I never 
realized I had so much 
to do at my age, and it 
was taking me longer 
to do it.

I had the supersti-
tious idea that getting 
older didn’t mean you 
couldn’t accomplish all 
that you could years 
before. I just assumed 
that celebrating my 
birthday was just an-
other click on the clock.

My birthday and The 
Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage’s birth-
day are two days apart. 
We went to a restaurant 
to celebrate our birth-
day like we usually do.

At the restaurant, 
we told our waitress 
we were celebrating 
our birthday. Looking 
at me, she said, “How 
does old feel?”

Without even looking 
at her, I reached across 
the table, took hold of 
The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage’s arm, 
and gently squeezed it. 
Then I looked back at 
the waitress and said, 
“It doesn’t feel really 
that bad.”

The waitress didn’t 
know whether  she 
should laugh or walk 
away. Unfortunately, 
The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage knew 
exactly what to do, and 
it wasn’t to laugh. The 
look she gave me still 
burns in my head to-
day.

My predicament is 
trying to get around 
that stupid remark to 
the waitress. As long as 
I have been married, I 
still have trouble deal-
ing with my stupidity.

Through 55 years 
of marital bliss, I have 
worked hard to keep 
up with The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parson-
age. When I think I’ve 
accomplished it, some-
thing happens that sets 
me back in a remark-
able way.

I’m not quite sure 
how she can keep up 
with everything. If I 
knew her secret, may-
be I could apply it to 
my life and get to the 
place where I’m actu-
ally keeping up with 
everything. However, if 
I asked her the secret, 
I’m not exactly sure how 
she would respond.

Looking back over 
the years of my life, I 
think I can say the only 
place I have actually 
kept up with everything 
was my relationship 
with The Gracious Mis-

tress of the Parsonage. 
The fact that we’ve been 
married 55 years says 
quite a lot about both 
of us.

The secret I have dis-
covered is The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parson-
age can fix anything 
wrong or broken.

About eight years 
ago, the bumper on my 
truck broke and was 
almost dragging on the 
ground. I had no idea 
what to do, and as I 
was looking at it, the 
Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage came 
out and said, “What’s 
wrong?”

When I told her, she 
looked at it for a mo-
ment and then said, “I 
think I know how to fix 
that. Let me go inside 
and get something.”

She came out in 
a few moments with 
some large paperclips. 
She looked under the 
bumper, asked me to 
hold it up, and then put 
three paperclips under-
neath the bumper. That 

was eight years ago, 
and those paperclips 
are still doing their job 
of keeping the front 
bumper in place.

If she can’t keep up, 
nobody else can.

Thinking on this re-
minded me of a Bible 
verse. “See then that 
ye walk circumspect-
ly, not as fools, but as 
wise, Redeeming the 
time, because the days 
are evil.” (Ephesians 
5:15-16).

I need to be care-
ful each day, live as it 
pleases the Lord, and 
focus on what is im-
portant. Some things 
are worth doing, and I 
need to know the dif-
ference.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, email 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.

Keeping up is hard to do at my age

http://www.thewakullasun.com
http://www.To-dayCanBeDifferent.net
http://www.To-dayCanBeDifferent.net
http://www.To-dayCanBeDifferent.net
http://www.jamessnyderministries
http://www.jamessnyderministries


www.thewakullasun.com  THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, August 20, 2026 – Page 9A

Chrissy Lee Boutin,  born Jan. 7, 
1970, died on June 14, 2026 after a 
lengthy illness. 
Chrissy is leaving behind her 

mother, Virginia (Ginger) Smith 
Ford, her daughter Taylor Boutin 
and her twin granddaughters Naomi 
Williams and Nevaeh Williams.

Landon Davis service is set
Staff Report

Landon Davis, well known locally 
for his work as an umpire fro 34 
years in youth and college baseball, 
from Florida to Texas, was killed in 
a head-on crash on Aug. 11.
A service will be held on Saturday, 

Aug. 22, at 10 a.m. at Tallahassee 
State College athletic field in Talla-
hassee.
A burial will be held at Lake Ellen 

Baptist Church in Crawfordville the 
same day at noon.
Davis umpired for more than 15 

years at Florida State, Tallahassee 
Community College and Florida 
A&M. 
Problems with nerve damage in 

recent years had led to him cutting 
back on his umpire work.
He worked in chemical sales with 

Tribe Chemical.

Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints

The Wakulla Sun is your local source for news.

Chrissy Lee Boutin

Obituaries

DEATH NOTICES
• Landon Shane Davis, 55 of Crawfordville died on 
August 11, 2026.

• James Curtis Graham, 43 of Crawfordville died on 
August 8, 2026.
• Elizabeth McDonald Messer, 79 of Lamont,  passed 

away August 15, 2026.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-
926-5919, www.family� c.com.

Sheriff ’s Report
Sheriff’s Report is for 

activity August 7 to 14. 

FRIDAY, AUG. 7

• Deputy Shawn Jo-
ens responded to the 
Annex in reference to a 
citizen reporting fraud 
to his bank account. He 
was alerted by his bank 
in reference to possible 
suspicious activity on 
his account. After fur-
ther investigation, he 
was found to be in the 
negative by $8,000 with 
several $500 withdraw-
als being noticed. Case 
forwarded to Criminal 
Investigation Division.

• Deputy Joens re-
sponded to the Annex 
in reference to a citizen 
reporting fraud to his 
bank account. He was 
alerted by his bank in 
reference to possible 
suspicious activity on 
his account. After fur-
ther investigation, he 
was found to be in the 
negative by $8,000 with 
several $500 withdraw-
als being noticed. Case 
forwarded to CID.

SATURDAY, AUG. 8

• Sgt. Ernesto Trujil-
lo responded to Pueblo 
Trail in reference to a 
vehicle burglary. Con-
tact was made with the 
reporting person who 
stated that, during the 
night, two unknown in-
dividuals had come on 
to her property. The two 
individuals went into 
her vehicle and began 
going through it. She 
advised after a few mo-
ments the two individ-
uals exited her vehicle 
and left the property. 
She advised she be-
lieved the subjects had 
taken sunglasses from 
her vehicle. She advised 
she only wished to in-
form us of the incident; 
however, a report was 
taken for information 
purposes. 

• Deputy Ian Kil-
bourn responded to 
Graham Trail in refer-
ence to a theft. Con-
tact was made with the 
reporting person who 
stated sometime during 
the night, bicycles and 
a firearm were stolen 
from her property. She 
advised there were three 
bikes on her property 
but when she woke up 
this morning, two of the 
bicycles were gone. She 
also advised a firearm 
was missing from her 
vehicle. She was unable 
to provide any suspects 
for this incident. She 
was also unable to pro-
vide a serial number for 
the firearm. Case for-
warded to CID

• Deputies Meredith 
Sullivan, Shawn Joens 

and Tillman Moen re-
sponded to Woodville 
Highway in reference 
to Wakulla County Fire 
and Rescue requesting 
law enforcement assis-
tance due to a subject, 
identified as Clayton 
Weaver, becoming vi-
olent. Fire personnel 
stated Weaver balled up 
his fists and began ap-
proaching them making 
statements of causing 
harm. Post investiga-
tion, Weaver was placed 
under arrest. 

SUNDAY, AUG. 9

• Deputy Tillman 
Moen and Deputy Zach-
ary Godwin responded 
to Panther Road in refer-
ence to a citizen report-
ing his VEVOR Floata-
tion Device stolen from 
the Mysterious Waters 
dock. He stated he will 
be attempting to make 
contact with neighbors 
in the area to see if they 
have video footage of the 
incident and will call the 
Wakulla County Sher-
iff’s Office if more infor-
mation is gathered. 

MONDAY, AUG. 10

• A citizen report-
ed possible fraudulent 
activity using her per-
sonal information. She 
advised she recently 
talked with a represen-
tative from Xfinity via a 
telephone call. During 
the call, the rep began 
to ask for her Social Se-
curity number and she 
provided the informa-
tion. She advised after 
the call she began get-
ting packages delivered 
in her name to her res-
idence and getting bills 
from multiple accounts 
in which she did not 
agree to. She advised 
she had more info to 
provide in reference to 
this incident. Current-
ly she has put a freeze 
on her credit to pre-
vent further accounts 
being opened or major 
purchases made in her 
name. Case forwarded 
to CID.

• A citizen reported 
getting a letter from the 
Small Business Admin-
istration two years ago 
in reference to an out-
standing debt. He set 
the notice aside due to 
not having knowledge 
of the company. On 
Aug. 10, he got anoth-
er letter this time from 
Pioneer Credit Recov-
ery advising he had an 
outstanding debt of 
$46,000. He took the 
notice to his local bank 
and had a credit report 
pulled on his behalf. At 
the time of this report, 
nothing showed on his 
credit report as being 

outstanding from either 
company. He was is-
sued an Identity Packet 
and advised to monitor 
his credit for fraudulent 
activity.

TUESDAY, AUG. 11

• Deputy Billy Mc-
Mullen responded to 
Comanche Trail in 
reference to criminal 
mischief. Contact was 
made with the report-
ing person who stated 
he received a call from 
a home builder. He in-
formed him that some-
one had stolen wiring 
from the walls of the 
construction site for the 
houses that were being 
built. He advised when 
he arrived on scene to 
inspect the damages, he 
observed approximately 
200 feet of wiring and 
it would take an addi-
tional 1,000 feet to re-
wire the residences due 
to the damage done. He 
estimated the damag-
es to be approximately 
$3,000 to $5,000.  Case 
forwarded to CID.

• Deputies Dylan 
Buckhalt, Ashton Wil-
liams, Joshua Parker 
and Dakota Harper re-
sponded to the area of 
Pixie Circle and U.S. 
Highway 319 in refer-
ence to a Florida High-
way Patrol Trooper re-
questing assistance 
with an irate subject 
on a traffic stop. Upon 
deputies’ arrival, Dep-
uty Buckhalt gathered 
subject information 
from the Trooper and 
did a query for wants 
or warrants. The infor-
mation provided wasn’t 
returning accurately so 
Deputy Buckhalt initi-
ated a search of recent 
Intel Bulletins issued by 
WCSO Crime Analyst. 
By doing this, Deputy 
Buckhalt was able to 
successfully gather the 
correct name and de-
mographics for a que-
ry. Upon conducting 
the query, it returned 
a hit for Jose Espino-
za Jr. who was want-
ed on multiple Human 
Trafficking Warrants 
(Texas) with full extra-
dition. The Trooper was 
informed of this infor-
mation and ultimately 

placed Espinoza under 
arrest and transported 
him to WCSO Jail Facil-
ity.  

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 12

• Deputies Moen and 
Rivers conducted a traf-
fic stop for no registra-
tion lights. Contact was 
made with the driver 
and sole occupant who 
was discovered to be in 
possession of a small 
amount of suspected 
marijuana, which was 
seized for destruction. 

• Dollar General man-
agement at 1885 Craw-
fordville Highway re-
ported a delayed theft. 
The suspect passed all 
points of sale with un-
paid merchandise. Man-
agement was unsure 
of how much the mer-
chandise was valued at 
this time, but do have a 
possible suspect. Case 
forwarded to CID.

• Timothy Mobley was 
arrested for battery af-
ter being in an alterca-
tion with a Walgreens 
employee. Mobley was 
taken into custody and 
transported to the jail 
facility. 

THURSDAY, AUG. 13

• A citizen reported 
his pharmacy sent him 
medication via FedEx. 
He discovered the pack-
age had been tampered 
with and the medication 
had been stolen. Due 
to no camera footage 
or suspect information, 
this case will be closed. 

• A citizen reported 
the theft of an iPhone. 
The phone was deliv-
ered via FedEx, and was 
ordered through Xfinity 
Mobile. She received the 
package and the phone 
was missing. The phone 
had an estimated value 
of $900. Due to no sus-
pect information, or vid-
eo footage, this case will 
be closed. 

FRIDAY, AUG. 14

• Deputy Dustin Saba 
was in the area of Hard-
ees, when he was flagged 
down by a citizen, who 
stated someone was 
actively breaking into 
the Cloud Smoke Shop. 

Deputy Saba arrived on 
scene, parking short, 
and while approaching 
the business on foot, 
observed a male subject 
in a white hoodie exit-
ing the store through 
a shattered front win-
dow. The suspect was 
attempting to gather 
all the products thrown 
from the store, when 
Deputy Saba began to 
give verbal commands to 
the suspect. A foot pur-
suit ensued through the 
wooded area behind the 
smoke shop. Deputies 
I. Kilbourn, Moen and 
Rivers responded to the 
area of C.L. Townsend 
to assist. A short time 
later, the suspect exit-
ed the wood line on C.L. 
Townsend, continuing 
to flee on foot. Depu-
ty Rivers proceeded to 
chase the suspect, tack-
ling him to the ground 
and taking him into 

custody. The suspect 
was identified as Colton 
James Sanders, 18. The 
suspect sustained lacer-
ations to his back as he 
exited the store, there-
fore was transported to 
Southwood ER by EMS, 
so Deputy Love rode in 
the ambulance. CID on 
-call was notified of the 
incident. On-call Crime 
Scene arrived and pro-
cessed the scene. 

• A traffic stop was 
conducted for careless 
driving. The driver was 
discovered to have a 
small amount of mar-
ijuana and parapher-
nalia in his possession. 
Both items were collect-
ed and turned in for de-
struction. 

Report suspicious or 
illegal activity at 850-
745-7100, or call 911 
for emergencies. 

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA, 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
with the Florida Retirement System. 2015-6207 EXP 5/17

RICP®

RETIREMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

                 



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Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

QUALITY LAWN
& TRACTOR LLC

RES. & COMMERCIAL
* MOWING *  TRIMMING

* EDGING
* HEDGE TRIMMING

For all your
lawn service needs

850-363-6341   Lic&Ins

WATER HEATER
30 Gal. Bradford White Low Boy. 

Never installed. 
$100..  850-459-6035

HUGE Sat., Sept 12.  9am-1p.m 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church 

- 3609 Coastal Hwy, Medart
Furniture, knick-knacks, House-
hold goods, clothing, children’s 
things, kitchen items and much 

more.

BIG BEND TOWING, INC
*TOWING  *ROADSIDE ASST.
*JUMP START
*TIRE CHANGE
*LOCK OUT
*FUEL

CALL BILLY HAYNIE
850-631-2361

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562 

www.allcornleather.com
John Allcorn Leather
Bags, Belts, Holsters

Some work on Shoes and tack
Also – Custom Products

SERVICES

Susan 
Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
SchatzmanSusan@gmail.com

734 Shadeville Road
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

®

TREE TRIMMING 
and REMOVAL

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY SERVICES

• Storm Damage 
• Tree Preservation 
Michael Mongeon

ISA Certified  Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment 

Qualified 850-421-8104

Tree trimming

Member of Chamber of 
Commerce and the 

Better Business Bureau

• Quality Residential and Commercial 
Repainting

• Pressure Washing

• Lift Available In House

• Wood Rot Repairs

• Deck Restoration

• Cabinet Painting

Locally Owned 
& Operated 

Serving Wakulla & 

Surrounding Counties

Since 1993
Member of Chamber of 

Better Business Bureaulicensed & insured
Jim Porter  &  Todd Porter

FOR QUALITY 
AND SERVICE 

THAT WILL
FLOOR 

YOU
Call Today for your 
FREE Estimate

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
LHFQuality 

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
850745-8723

Hardwood Engineered
Floating Flooring
Glue Downs
Nail Downs

Laminate 
& Vinyl

Installation Services:

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

Lawn Service

towing Service

Lori L. Lewis
Chief Executive Offi cer

sendmethebillLLC@gmail.com
Cell 717-413-6761
Fax 717-256-7199
www.SendMeTheBill.net

1037 Gulf Shore Blvd.
Alligator Point, FL 32346

SErvices

Sandulls Custom
Construction Solutions, LLC

850-666- 2435
Concrete - Stone - Masonry - Carpentry
Rot/Repairs – Remodels- Renovations
Landscape / Hardscape Skidsteer work

Junk Removal 
- Free eStimateS -

For saleYard sale

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Leave 
Nothing 
But Your 
Footprints

Sean W. Gellis, Esq
Founder & Managing Member

448-500-6327 

Local Wakulla Attorney ~ Resident & Neighbor ~

2931 Crawfordville Hwy.  
Next to DQ

Sean@gellislaw.com
www.GellisLaw.com

4 0   A C R E S
F O R  S A L E
D. E. BILLINGSLEY

L i c .  R e a L  e s tat e  B R o k e R    

850-510-3309
www.debi l l ings ley.com

Your LocaL Water 
Diversion speciaList

www.newvisiongutters.com
448   220   2311

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
THOMAS JORDAN BROWN
DECEASED
DIVISION: PROBATE

CASE NO: 2026-CP-117
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of Thomas Jordan Brown, deceased, 
File 2026-CP-117 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, 
Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville 
Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327.  The name and address of the personal 
representative and the personal representative’s attorney is set forth below.
 All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s Estate including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
 All other creditors of the Decedent and persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s Estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
 ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
SECTION 733.702 FLORIDA STATUTES, WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
 The date of the first publication of this Notice is August 13, 2026.
Attorney for Personal Representative:
Frances Casey Lowe, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 521450
Frances Casey Lowe, P.A.
68-A Feli Way
Crawfordville, Florida 32327
(850) 926-8245 

Personal Representative:
Tommy J. Brown
319 Fox Hollow Ln.
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Aug. 13, 20, 2026

NOTICE to creditors

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
JAMES LEE THOMPSON
DECEASED
DIVISION: PROBATE

CASE NO: 2026-CP-111
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of James Lee Thompson, deceased, 
File 2026-CP-111 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, 
Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville 
Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327.  The name and address of the personal 
representative and the personal representative’s attorney is set forth below.
 All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s Estate including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
 All other creditors of the Decedent and persons having claims or demands 
against Decedent’s Estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
 ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
SECTION 733.702 FLORIDA STATUTES, WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
 The date of the first publication of this Notice is August 20, 2026.
Attorney for Personal Representative:
Frances Casey Lowe, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 521450
Ausley McMullen
68-A Feli Way
Crawfordville, Florida 32327
(850) 926-8245 

Co-Personal Representatives:
Sheree T. Keeler
5 Magnolia Ridge
Crawfordville, FL 32327 
Sheila D. Biblo 
1316 Lehigh Dr. 
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Aug. 20, 27, 2026

NOTICE OF SALE
Notice is given pursuant to Florida Self-Storage Facility Act, Florida Statues, 
Chapter 83, Part IV that Seminole Self Storage will hold a sale by sealed bid Au-
gust 31, 2026, at 11:00 am. at 2314 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, Florida 
32327, of the contents of Mini Warehouse containing personal property of
KERESSA BRUCE
Before the sale date of August 31st, 2026. The Owners may redeem their property 
by payment of the Outstanding Balance and cost by mailing certified funds to 
2314 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, Florida 32327 or Paying in person at the 
warehouse location. August 20, 27, 2026

NOTICE OF SALE

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

TM

DON’T LET YOUR FUTURE 
GO UP IN SMOKE.

One study showed that over 30% of drug users won’t graduate. 
To counter, we have provided tens of thousands of education packages to schools 
and reached over 13 million students with the Truth About Drugs. These students 
now have the information to make the right decision, including staying in school.

DrugFreeWorld.org
Let’s better the world.

© 2024 Foundation for a Drug-Free World. All Rights Reserved. The Foundation for a Drug-Free World Logo is a trademark owned by the Foundation for a Drug-Free World 
and is used with its permission. #S001419

23-08-4DC-a-SMP-en_US-DFW PSA Print Ads_Spreads.indd   3-4 1/3/24   10:30 PM
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Leave 
Nothing 
But Your 

Footprints

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PAFFORD PROPERTIES & CONSTRUCTION, LLC, A FLORIDA LImITED 
LIAbILITY COmPANY,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
bOOKER HAWKINS, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OF bOOKER HAWKINS, 
KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, 
LIENORS, JUDGmENT CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES 
CLAImING bY, THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST bOOKER HAWKINS OR 
THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); RUFUS 
HAWKINS, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OF RUFUS HAWKINS, KNOWN AND 
UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, 
JUDGmENT CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, 
THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST RUFUS HAWKINS OR THE UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE(S) OR THE RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); JOHN mCPHERSON, 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OF JOHN mCPHERSON, KNOWN AND 
UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, 
JUDGmENT CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, 
THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST JOHN mCPHERSON OR THE 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); NATHANIEL 
FARmER, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OF NATHANIEL FARmER, KNOWN 
AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, 
JUDGmENT CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, 
THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST bOSSIE HAWKINS OR THE UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE(S) OR THE RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); bOSSIE HAWKINS, 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OF bOSSIE HAWKINS, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN 
HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT 
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, 
UNDER OR AGAINST bOSSIE HAWKINS OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) 
OR THE RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); A.N. REVELL;  UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) 
OF A.N. REVELL, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT CREDITORS, 
TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, UNDER OR 
AGAINST A.N. REVELL OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE 
RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); NORTON D. HAWKINS, UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE(S) OF NORTON D. HAWKINS, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, 
DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT 
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, 
UNDER OR AGAINST NORTON D. HAWKINS OR THE UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE(S) OR THE RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); mARY HAWKINS, 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OF mARY HAWKINS, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN 
HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT 
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, 
UNDER OR AGAINST mARY HAWKINS OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) 
OR THE RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); WELDON W. HAWKINS, UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE(S) OF WELDON W. HAWKINS, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, 
DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT 
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, 
UNDER OR AGAINST WELDON W. HAWKINS OR THE UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE(S) OR THE RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); bERNICE HAWKINS 
DAVIS, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OF bERNICE HAWKINS DAVIS, KNOWN 
AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, 
JUDGmENT CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, 
THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST bERNICE HAWKINS DAVIS OR THE 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); mARIE 
HAWKINS mILLER, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OF mARIE HAWKINS 
mILLER, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, 
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL 
PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST mARIE 
HAWKINS mILLER OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE 
RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); ANNIE C. HAWKINS, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) 
OF ANNIE C. HAWKINS, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT CREDITORS, 
TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, UNDER OR 
AGAINST ANNIE C. HAWKINS OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE 
RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); PRISCILLA HAWKINS, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) 
OF PRISCILLA HAWKINS, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT CREDITORS, 
TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, UNDER OR 
AGAINST PRISCILLA HAWKINS OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE 
RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); SHERRI bARbER, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OF 
SHERRI bARbER, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT CREDITORS, 
TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, UNDER OR 
AGAINST SHERRI bARbER OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE 
RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); GENO HAWKINS, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OF 
GENO HAWKINS, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT CREDITORS, 
TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, UNDER OR 
AGAINST GENO HAWKINS OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE 
RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); ALICE DUGAN, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OF 
ALICE DUGAN, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT CREDITORS, 
TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, UNDER OR 
AGAINST ALICE DUGAN OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE 
RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); JOHNETTA JONES, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) 
OF JOHNETTA JONES, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT CREDITORS, 
TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, UNDER OR 
AGAINST JOHNETTA JONES OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE 
RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); JOHNNY HAWKINS, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) 
OF JOHNNY HAWKINS, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT CREDITORS, 
TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, UNDER OR 
AGAINST JOHNNY HAWKINS OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE 
RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); SHADA HOPKINS, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OF July 30, August 6, 13, 20, 2026

Case No.: 2026-CA-108

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

SHADA HOPKINS, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT CREDITORS, 
TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, UNDER OR 
AGAINST SHADA HOPKINS OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE 
RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); mAROLON ISAAC, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OF 
mAROLON ISAAC, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT CREDITORS, 
TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, UNDER OR 
AGAINST mAROLON ISAAC OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE 
RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); FLORENCE CREECH, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) 
OF FLORENCE CREECH, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT CREDITORS, 
TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, UNDER OR 
AGAINST FLORENCE CREECH OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE 
RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); mARY E. JACKSON, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) 
OF mARY E. JACKSON, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT CREDITORS, 
TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, UNDER OR 
AGAINST mARY E. JACKSON OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE 
RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); DIONNE P. JACKSON, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) 
OF DIONNE P. JACKSON, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT CREDITORS, 
TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, UNDER OR 
AGAINST DIONNE P. JACKSON OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE 
RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); AmmIE THOmAS JACKSON, UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE(S) OF AmmIE THOmAS JACKSON, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN 
HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT 
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, 
UNDER OR AGAINST AmmIE THOmAS JACKSON OR THE UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE(S) OR THE RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); VERNADINE PLUmmER, 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OF VERNADINE PLUmmER, KNOWN AND 
UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, 
JUDGmENT CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, 
THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST VERNADINE PLUmmER OR THE 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); CLARA T. 
POOLE, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OF CLARA T. POOLE, KNOWN AND 
UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, 
JUDGmENT CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES CLAImING bY, 
THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST CLARA T. POOLE OR THE UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE(S) OR THE RESPECTIVE ESTATE(S); LINCOLN DAVID 
JACKSON, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OF LINCOLN DAVID JACKSON, 
KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, 
LIENORS, JUDGmENT CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL PARTIES 
CLAImING bY, THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST LINCOLN DAVID 
JACKSON OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE RESPECTIVE 
ESTATE(S); TRELINDA GILmORE, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OF TRELINDA 
GILmORE, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, 
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL 
PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST TRELINDA 
GILmORE OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE RESPECTIVE 
ESTATE(S); CYNTHIA JACKSON, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OF CYNTHIA 
JACKSON, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, 
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL 
PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST CYNTHIA 
JACKSON OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE RESPECTIVE 
ESTATE(S); ANDREW JACKSON, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OF ANDREW 
JACKSON, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, 
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL 
PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST ANDREW 
JACKSON OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE RESPECTIVE 
ESTATE(S); SANDRA TImmONS, UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OF SANDRA 
TImmONS, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, 
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, JUDGmENT CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL 
PARTIES CLAImING bY, THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST SANDRA 
TImmONS OR THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE(S) OR THE RESPECTIVE 
ESTATE(S); KNOWN AND UNKNOWN PARTIES IN POSSESSION; AND 
ALL CLAImANT(S), PERSON(S) OR PARTIES, NATURAL OR 
CORPORATE, OR WHOSE EXACT LEGAL STATUS IS UNKNOWN, 
CLAImING UNDER ANY OF THE AbOVE NAmES OR DESCRIbED 
DEFENDANTS HEREIN,
 COLLECTIVELY “DEFENDANTS”.

NOTICE OF ACTION
To: BOOKER HAWKINS; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF BOOKER HAWKINS;
 RUFAS HAWKINS; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF RUFUS HAWKINS;
JOHN MCPHERSON; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF JOHN MCPHERSON;
NATHANIEL FARMER; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF NATHANIEL FARMER;
BOSSIE HAWKINS; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF BOSSIE HAWKINS;
A.N. REVELL; UNKNOWN SPUSE OF A.N. REVELL;
NORTON D. HAWKINS; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF NORTON D. HAWKINS;
MARY HAWKINS; UNKNOWN SPOISE OF MARY HAWKINS;
WELDON W. HAWKINS; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF WELDON W. HAWKINS;
BERNICE HAWKINS DAVIS;
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF BERNICE HAWKINS DAVIS;
MARIE HAWKINS MILLER;
UNKNOWN SPOISE OF MARIE HAWKINS MILLER;
ANNIE C. HAWKINS; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF ANNIE C. HAWKINS;
PRISCILLA HAWKINS; UNKNOWN SPOISE OF PRISCILLA HAWKINS;
SHERRI BARBER; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF SHERRI BARBER;
GENO HAWKINS; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF GENO HAWKINS;
ALICE DUGAN; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF ALICE DUGAN;
JOHNETTA JONES; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF JOHNETTA JONES;
JOHNNY HAWKINS; UNKNOWN SPOISE OF JOHNNY HAWKINS;
SHADA HOPKINS; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF SHADA HOPKINS;

MAROLON ISAAC; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF MAROLON ISAAC;
FLORENCE CREECH; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF FLORENCE CREECH;
MARY E. JACKSON; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF MARY E. JACKSON;
DIONNE P. JACKSON; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF DIONNE P. JACKSON;
AMMIE THOMAS JACKSON;
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF AMMIE THOMAS JACKSON;
VERNADINE PLUMMER; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF VERNADINE PLUMMER;
CLARA T. POOLE; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF CLARA T. POOLE;
LINCOLN DAVID JACKSON;
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF LINCOLN DAVID JACKSON;
TRELINDA GILMORE; UNKNOWN SPOUSE TRELINDA GILMORE;
CYNTHIA JACKSON; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF CYNTHIA JACKSON;
ANDREW JACKSON; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF ANDREW JACKSON;
SANDRA TIMMONS; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF SANDRA TIMMONS;
KNOWN AND UNKNOWN PARTIES IN POSSESSION, AND ALL CLAIM-
ANT(S), PERSON(S) OR PARTIES, NATURAL OR CORPORATE, OR 
WHOSE EXACT LEGAL STATUS IS UNKNOWN, CLAIMING UNDER ANY 
OF THE ABOVE NAMES OR DESCRIBED DEFENDANTS HEREIN,
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to quiet title to the following property in 
Wakulla County, Florida:

TRACT “D”
Commence at a concrete monument (marked #2919) marking the 
Southwest corner of Lot 5 of the Hartsfield Survey of Lands in 
Wakulla County, Florida, thence run North 16 degrees 44 minutes 
29 seconds West along the West boundary of said Lot 5 (as mon-
umented) 591.54 feet, to a concrete monument (marked #2919), 
thence run North 16 degrees 29 minutes 03 seconds West along 
the West boundary of said Lot 5 (as monumented) 114.23 feet to a 
concrete monument (marked #2919) marking the POINT OF BEGIN-
NING. From said Point of Beginning and leaving said West bound-
ary run South 76 degrees 22 minutes 12 seconds West 559.84 feet 
to a concrete monument (marked #2919), thence run North 22 de-
grees 33 minutes 49 seconds West 828.77 feet to an iron rod and 
cap (marked #7160) lying on the Southerly maintained right-of-way 
of Lower Bridge Road, thence run North 87 degrees 36 minutes 
36 seconds East along said maintained right-of-way 443.21 feet, 
thence leaving said Southerly maintained right-of-way run South 17 
degrees 01 minutes 33 seconds East 260.89 feet, thence run North 
87 degrees 04 minutes 36 seconds East 216.53 feet to said West 
boundary, thence run South 17 degrees 01 minutes 33 seconds 
East along said West boundary (as monumented) 329.91 feet to a 
concrete monument (marked #2919), thence run South 17 degrees 
01 minutes 41 seconds West along said West boundary (as monu-
mented) 102.51 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING.
More particularly described as follows:
Commence at the Southeast corner of Lot 5, of the Hartsfield Sur-
vey of Lands also, being the Southwest corner of Lot 5, of the Harts-
field River Survey of Lands, Wakulla County, Florida; thence run 
along the Easterly boundary line of Lot 5, of said Hartsfield Survey 
also being the Westerly boundary line of Lot 5 of said Hartsfield 
River Survey, North 17 degrees 24 minutes 51 seconds West 705.66 
feet to a concrete monument marking the intersection of said East-
erly and said Westerly boundary line with the Northerly boundary 
line of property as described in Official Records Book 768, Page 
298, in the Public Records of Wakulla County, Florida, said point 
being the POINT OF BEGINNING; thence leaving said POINT OF 
BEGINNING and said Easterly and said Westerly boundary line run 
along said Northerly boundary line South 75 degrees 37 minutes 15 
seconds West 560.20 feet to a concrete monument; thence leaving 
said Northerly boundary line run North 24 degrees 28 minutes 02 
seconds West 834.24 feet to a re-bar lying on the Southerly main-
tained right of way line of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Road; 
thence run along said Southerly maintained right of way line North 
86 degrees 43 minutes 10 seconds East 462.11 feet to a rod and 
cap; thence leaving said Southerly right of way line run South 17 
degrees 42 minutes 46 seconds East 260.89 feet to a rod and cap; 
thence run North 86 degrees 23 minutes 35 seconds East 216.50 
feet to a rod and cap lying on the Easterly boundary line of Lot 5 
of said Hartsfield Survey of Lands, also being the Westerly bound-
ary line of Lot 5, of said Hartsfield River Survey of Lands; thence 
run along said Easterly and said Westerly boundary line South 17 
degrees 43 minutes 52 seconds East 329.95 feet to a concrete mon-
ument; thence run South 17 degrees 34 minutes 49 seconds East 
102.25 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING.  Containing 9.25 acres 
more or less.
PIN # 00-00-005-000-06246-000

has been filed against you. You are required to serve a copy of your written 
defenses, if any, to the action on Frances Casey Lowe, Esquire, Plaintiff’s 
attorney, whose address is 68-A Feli Way Crawfordville, Florida 32327, 
on or before the date not less than 28 days and no more than 60 days after 
the first publication, and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either 
before service on Plaintiff’s attorney or immediately after service; otherwise, 
a default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint 
or Petition.

DATED this 23rd day of July, 2026.

0730-0820 TWS NOA

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PAFFORD PROPERTIES & CONSTRUCTION, 
LLC, A FLORIDA LImITED LIAbILITY COmPANY,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
JOHN PORTEmONT, JR. AND mARILYN TERRY PORTEmONT, IF 
ALIVE, AND IF DECEASED, UNKNOWN SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
gRANTEES, CREDITORS, ASSIgNS, AND ALL OTHER PARTIES 
CLAImINg bY THROUgH, UNDER OR AgAINST THEm,   
Defendants 

July 30, August 6, 13, 20, 2026

Case No.: 2026-CA-000101

CO

CLERK
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C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

NOTICE OF ACTION
To: JOHN PORTEMONT, JR. and MARILYN TERRY PORTEMONT; if 

alive, and if deceased, unknown spouses, heirs, devisees, grant-
ees, creditors, assigns, and all other parties claiming by through, 
under or against them

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Complaint for Quiet Title on the following prop-
erty in Wakulla County, Florida:

LOT 28, BLOCK 2 OF LAKE ELLEN ESTATES UNIT ONE, ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE 
44, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Wakulla County Parcel ID No. 26-4S-02W-022-02204-000
Address: Franklin Drive, Crawfordville, FL

has been filed against you and others, and you are required to serve a copy 
of your written defenses, if any, to it on ANDREW J. POWER, ESQUIRE, 
SMITH, THOMPSON, SHAW & POWER, P.A., Plaintiff’s attorneys, 3520 
Thomasville Road, Fourth Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32309-3469, no more 
than thirty (30) days from the first publication date of this Notice of Action, 
and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service on Plain-
tiff’s attorneys or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a default will be entered 
against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition.

DATED this 22nd day of July, 2026.

0730-0820 TWS NOA

NOTICE of action NOTICE of action NOTICE of action

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PAFFORD PROPERTIES & CONSTRUCTION, 
LLC, A FLORIDA LImITED LIAbILITY COmPANY,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
mARIA ELENA PICCIRILLO, IF ALIVE, AND IF DECEASED, UNKNOWN 
SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, gRANTEES, CREDITORS, ASSIgNS, AND 
ALL OTHER PARTIES CLAImINg bY THROUgH, UNDER OR AgAINST 
HER,  
Defendants 

NOTICE OF ACTION
To: JOHN PORTEMONT, JR. and MARILYN TERRY PORTEMONT; if 

alive, and if deceased, unknown spouses, heirs, devisees, grant-
ees, creditors, assigns, and all other parties claiming by through, 
under or against them,

July 30, August 6, 13, 20, 2026

Case No.: 2026-CA-000104

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Complaint for Quiet Title on the following prop-
erty in Wakulla County, Florida:

LOT 7, BLOCK 1 OF GREINER’S ADDITION TO CRAWFORDVILLE, 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 1, PAGE 2, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUN-
TY, FLORIDA. LESS AND EXCEPT THAT PORTION CONVEYED TO 
THE STATE OF FLORIDA AS PER DEED RECORDED IN BOOK 51, 
PAGE 839, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, 
FLORIDA.
Wakulla County Parcel ID No. 00-00-077-014-10391-000
Address:  Dr MLK Jr Memorial Road, Crawfordville, FL 

has been filed against you and others, and you are required to serve a copy 
of your written defenses, if any, to it on ANDREW J. POWER, ESQUIRE, 
SMITH, THOMPSON, SHAW & POWER, P.A., Plaintiff’s attorneys, 3520 
Thomasville Road, Fourth Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32309-3469, no more 
than thirty (30) days from the first publication date of this Notice of Action, 
and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service on Plain-
tiff’s attorneys or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a default will be entered 
against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition.

DATED this 22nd day of July, 2026.

0730-0820 TWS NOA0806-0827 TWS NOA
NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION OF LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Notice is hereby given that SETTING SUN PANACEA, LLC, a Florida 
Limited Liability Company, has been dissolved effective October 15, 
2026, pursuant to the Florida Revised Limited Liability Company Act.

The Company has ceased conducting business except as necessary 
to wind up its affairs. Any person having a claim against the Company 
must present the claim in writing to:

Setting Sun Panacea, LLC
c/o Frances C. Lowe, Esquire
Ausley McMullen
68-A Feli Way
Crawfordville, Florida 32327

The written claim must include:
The claimant’s name, address, telephone number, and email 
address (if available);
The amount of the claim;
The basis for the claim; and
Copies of any documents supporting the claim.

Claims must be received no later than four (4) years after publication. 
Any claim not received by the stated deadline may be barred to the 
fullest extent permitted by applicable law.

Dated this 22nd day of July, 2026.

SETTING SUN PANACEA, LLC, a Florida Limited Liability Company
By: s/ Frances C. Lowe, Esquire
Ausley McMullen
68-A Feli Way
Crawfordville, Florida 32327 Published August 6, 13, 20, 27, 2026
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Canvassing Board members look at votes on election night.

U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
Plaintiff,
vs.
BRIANNA CRONAN AND PHILLIP HIGHSMITH, eT AL.,
Defendants

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure 
dated July 07, 2026, and entered in 26000037CAAXMX of the Circuit Court of 
the SeCOND Judicial Circuit in and for Wakulla County, Florida, wherein U.S. 
BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION is the Plaintiff and BRIANNA CRONAN; 
PHILLIP HIGHSMITH; FLORIDA HOUSING FINANCe CORPORATION; 
FIFTH THIRD BANK, N.A.; COMMODORe COMMONS OF WAKULLA 
COUNTY PROPeRTY OWNeR’S ASSOCIATION, INC. are the Defendant(s). 
Greg James as the Clerk of the Circuit Court will sell to the highest and best 
bidder for cash at 3056 Crawfordville Hwy., the Front Lobby, Wakulla County 
Courthouse, Crawfordville, FL 32327, at 11:00 AM, on August 27, 2026, the 
following described property as set forth in said Final Judgment, to wit:

LOT 30 OF COMMODORE COMMONS, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE(S) 99, OF THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Property Address: 10 COUNTRY WAY, CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other 
than the property owner as of the date of the lis pendens must file a claim in 
accordance with Florida Statutes, Section 45.031.

Dated this 30th day of July, 2026.

IN THe CIRCUIT COURT OF THe SeCOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

GeNeRAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

August 13, 20, 2026

CASe NO. 26000037CAAXMX
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{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court
By: /s/ Ethan Brown 
As Deputy Clerk 

0813-0820 TWS NOFS

IMPORTANT
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in order to participate in this proceeding, 
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance. 
Please contact: ADA Coordinator; 301 South Monroe Street; Tallahassee, 
FL 32301; 850.606.4400; at least 7 days before your scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immediately upon receiving this notification if the time before 
the scheduled appearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice 
impaired, call 711.

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CIRCUIT CIVIL DIVISION

SELENE FINANCE, LP
     Plaintiff( s ),
vs.
MIRANDA STORM WEST; et al.,
Defendant(s).

RE-NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT, pursuant to the Order Granting Motion 
to Cancel and Reschedule Foreclosure Sale entered on July 28, 2026 in the 
above-captioned action, the Clerk of Court will sell to the highest and best 
bidder for cash in the Wakulla County Courthouse Lobby, 3056 Crawfordville 
Highway, Crawfordville, Florida 32327 in accordance with Chapter 45, Florida 
Statutes on the 10th day of September, 2026 at 11:00 AM on the following 
described property as set forth in said Final Judgment of Foreclosure or 
order, to wit:

LOT 41, BLOCK B, CHADWICK ESTATES PHASE 2, ACCORDING 
TO THE PLAT AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 6, PAGES 6 AND 7, 
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Property address: 105 Windsor Way, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, 
other than the property owner as of the date of the lis pendens, must 
file a claim before the clerk reports the surplus as unclaimed. 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: If you are a person with a 
disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate in 
this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of 
certain assistance. Please contact: Susan Wilson, ADA Coordinator; 
301 South Monroe Street; Tallahassee, FL 32301; (850)577-4401; at least 
7 days before your scheduled court appearance, or immediately upon 
receiving this notification if the time before the scheduled appearance 
is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.
In accordance with Rule of General Practice and Judicial administration 
2.515, the undersigned represents that the legal authorities identified 
herein exist and are accurately cited.
{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James 
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Ethan Brown 
As Deputy Clerk Aug. 13, 20, 2026

Case #: 25000050CAAXMX

CO
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0813-0820 TWS NOF

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

August 13, 20, 2026

CASE NO. 25000009CAAXMX

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in 
order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to 
the provision of certain assistance. Please contact Francene Brown, Office of 
Court Administration, Second Judicial Circuit 301 S. Monroe Street, Room 225 
Tallahassee  FL 32301,  Phone no.  850-606-4401 at least 7 days before your 
scheduled court appearance, or immediately upon receiving this notification if 
the time before the scheduled appearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing 
or voice impaired, call 711.

Si usted es una persona minusválida que necesita algún acomodamiento para 
poder participar en este procedimiento, usted tiene derecho, sin tener gastos 
propios, a que se le provea cierta ayuda. Tenga la amabilidad de ponerse en 
contacto con Francene Brown, Office of Court Administration, Second Judicial 
Circuit 301 S. Monroe Street, Room 225 Tallahassee  FL 32301,  Phone no.  850-
606-4401 por lo menos 7 días antes de la cita fijada para su comparecencia 
en los tribunales, o inmediatamente después de recibir esta notificación si el 
tiempo antes de la comparecencia que se ha programado es menos de 7 días; si 
usted tiene discapacitación del oído o de la voz, llame al 711.

Si ou se yon moun ki andikape ou enfim ki bezwen akomodasyon pou w ka 
patisipe nan pwosedi sa, ou kalifye san ou pa gen okenn lajan pou w peye, 
gen pwovizyon pou jwen kèk èd. Tanpri kontakte Francene Brown, Office of 
Court Administration, Second Judicial Circuit 301 S. Monroe Street, Room 225 
Tallahassee  FL 32301,  Phone no.  850-606-4401 nan 7 jou anvan dat ou gen 
randevou pou parèt nan tribinal la, oubyen imedyatman apre ou fin resevwa 
konvokasyon an si lè ou gen pou w parèt nan tribinal la mwens ke 7 jou; si ou 
gen pwoblèm pou w tande oubyen pale, rele 711.

Dated this 3rd day of August 2026. 

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

Counsel of Plaintiff 
Van Ness Law Firm, PLC
1239 E. Newport Center Drive Suite #110
Deerfield Beach, Florida 33442
Phone (954) 571-2031
Pleadings@vanlawfl.com

0813-0820 TWS NOFS

LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC,
Plaintiff,
vs.
JOSHUA L. HICKS;
Defendants

RE-NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to an Order Rescheduling 
the Foreclosure Sale dated July 16, 2026, and entered in Case No. 
25000009CAAXMX, ofthe Circuit Court ofthe Second Judicial Circuit in 
and for WAKULLA County, Florida. LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC 
(hereafter “Plaintiff’), is Plaintiff and JOSHUA L. HICKS, are defendants. 
Greg James, Clerk ofthe Circuit Court for WAKULLA, County Florida will sell 
to the highest and best bidder for cash at the First Floor of the Courthouse 
Lobby, 3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, FL 32327 at 11:00 
a.m., on the 10TH day of SEPTEMBER, 2026, the following described 
property as set forth in said Final Judgment, to wit: 

LOT 2, FAIRWINDS SUBDIVISION, A SUBDIVISION AS PER MAP OR 
PLAT THEREOF, RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE 68 OF THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than 
the property owner as of the date of the lis pendens must file a claim before the 
clerk reports the surplus as unclaimed.

IN THE 2nd JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT IN 
AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

Aug. 13, 20, 2026

NOTICE If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in 
order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance.  Please contact Court Administration at Wakulla 
County Courthouse, 3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, Florida 32327-
0337, 850-926-0905 telephone, within two working days of your receipt of this 
notice; if you are hearing impaired, call 1-800-955-8771; if you are voice impaired, 
call 1-800-955-8770.

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

21ST MORTGAGE CORPORATION, 
Plaintiff,
-vs.-
LUKE FRANKLIN STARLING; 
DENA KAY STARLING; and 
UNKNOWN TENANT
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Final Judgment dated August 
3, 2026, entered in Case No. 2026-CA-31 of the Circuit Court in and for 
Wakulla County, Florida, wherein LUKE FRANKLIN STARLING, DENA 
KAY STARLING, and UNKNOWN TENANT are the Defendants, that Greg 
James, the Clerk of Court, will sell to the highest and best bidder for cash, 
in person at at the Wakulla County Courthouse on the first floor in lobby 
at 3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, Fl 32327, on September 17, 
2026 at 11:00 AM, the following described real property as set forth in the 
Final Judgment:
Legal: COMMENCING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF LOT NO. 10 
OF THE NATHAN DONALDSON ESTATE AS SHOWN ON THE MAP 
OR PLAT OF RECORD ON PAGE 481 OF DEED BOOK NO. 5 OF THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND LOCATED 
IN THE NORTH HALF OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER (N 1/2 OF NW 
1/4 OF SECTION 13, TOWNSHIP 4 SOUTH, RANGE 2 WEST, WAKULLA 
COUNTY, FLORIDA (SAID CORNER MARKED BY AN OLD IRON AXLE), 
THENCE RUN SOUTH 89 DEGREES 25’ 27” WEST, 171.1 FEET TO A 
CONCRETE MONUMENT FOR THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF TRACT 
HEREIN CONVEYED; THENCE RUN SOUTH 0 DEGREES 25’ 46” EAST, 
315.0 FEET; THENCE RUN SOUTH 89 DEGREES 25’ 27” WEST, 15.0 
FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT; THENCE CONTINUE SOUTH 89 
DEGREES 25’ 27” WEST, 156.1 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT; 
THENCE RUN NORTH 0 DEGREES 25’ 55” WEST, 315.0 FEET TO AN 
OLD IRON PIPE; THENCE RUN NORTH 89 DEGREES 25’ 27” EAST, 
171.1 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. SITUATE, LYING AND 
BEING IN THE NORTH HALF OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER (N 1/2 
OF NW 1/4) OF SECTION 13, TOWNSHIP 4 SOUTH, RANGE 2 WEST, 
WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
AND
COMMENCING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF LOT NO. 10 OF THE 
NATHAN DONALDSON ESTATE AS SHOWN ON THE MAP OR PLAT 
OF RECORD ON PAGE 481 OF DEED BOOK NO. 5 OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND LOCATED IN THE 
NORTH HALF OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER (N 1/2 OF NW 1/4) 
OF SECTION 13, TOWNSHIP 4 SOUTH, RANGE 2 WEST, WAKULLA 
COUNTY, FLORIDA (SAID CORNER MARKED BY AN OLD IRON AXLE), 
THENCE RUN SOUTH 89 DEGREES 25’ 27” WEST, 171.1 FEET TO A 
CONCRETE MONUMENT; THENCE RUN SOUTH 0 DEGREES 25’ 46” 
EAST, 315.0 FEET TO POINT OF BEGINNING OF TRACT HEREIN 
CONVEYED; FROM THE POINT OF BEGINNING CONTINUE SOUTH 
0 DEGREES 25’ 46” EAST, ALONG THE CENTERLINE OF A 30 FOOT 
ROADWAY, 315.0 FEET; THENCE RUN SOUTH 89 DEGREES 25’ 27” 
WEST, 15.0 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT; THENCE CONTINUE 
SOUTH 89 DEGREES 25’ 27” WEST 156.1 FEET TO A CONCRETE 
MONUMENT; THENCE RUN NORTH 0 DEGREES 25’ 55” WEST, 
315.0 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT; THENCE RUN NORTH 89 
DEGREES 25’ 27” EAST, 156.1 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT; 
THENCE CONTINUE NORTH 89 DEGREES 25’ 27” EAST, 15.0 FEET 
TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. SITUATE, LYING AND BEING IN THE 
NORTH HALF OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER (N 1/2 OF NW 1/4) 
OF SECTION 13, TOWNSHIP 4 SOUTH, RANGE 2 WEST, WAKULLA 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
AND 
COMMENCING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 10 OF THE 
NATHAN DONALDSON ESTATE AS SHOWN ON THE MAP OR PLAT 
OF RECORD ON PAGE 481 OF DEED BOOK NO. 5 OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND LOCATED IN THE 
NORTH HALF OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER (N 1/2 OF NW 1/4) OF 
SECTION 13, TOWNSHIP 4 SOUTH, RANGE 2 WEST, WAKULLA COUNTY, 
FLORIDA (SAID CORNER MARKED BY AN OLD IRON AXLE), THENCE 
RUN SOUTH 89 DEGREES 25’ 27” WEST, 171.1 FEET TO A CONCRETE 
MONUMENT; THENCE RUN SOUTH 0 DEGREES 25’ 46” EAST, 630.0 
FEET TO A POINT ON CENTER LINE OF A 30 FOOT ROADWAY AND 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF TRACT HEREIN CONVEYED; FROM 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING CONTINUE SOUTH 0 DEGREES 25’ 46” 
EAST, ALONG CENTERLINE OF SAID ROADWAY, 317.0 FEET; THENCE 
RUN NORTH 89 DEGREES 40’ 39” WEST ALONG THE NORTH SIDE OF 
COUNTY ROAD 15.0 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT; THENCE 
CONTINUE NORTH 89 DEGREES 40’ 39” WEST ALONG NORTH 
SIDE OF COUNTY ROAD 156.1 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT; 
THENCE RUN NORTH 0 DEGREES 25’ 55” WEST, 314.47 FEET TO A 
CONCRETE MONUMENT; THENCE RUN NORTH 89 DEGREES 25’ 27” 
EAST, 156.1 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT; THENCE CONTINUE 
NORTH 89 DEGREES 25’ 27” EAST, 15.0 FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING. SITUATE, LYING AND BEING IN THE NORTH HALF OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER (N 1/2 OF NW 1/4) OF SECTION 13, TOWNSHIP 
4 SOUTH, RANGE 2 WEST, WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
SUBJECT TO EASEMENT FOR ROADWAY, BEING A STRIP 15 FEET 
WIDE (WEST HALF OF A 30 FOOT ROADWAY) ACROSS EAST SIDE OF 
ABOVE DESCRIBED TRACT. 
TOGETHER WITH A 2021 LIVE OAK 30X58 MODEL MANUFACTURED 
HOME, BEARING SERIAL NOS.: LOHGA30072118A AND 
LOHGA30072118B. 
NOTICE IF YOU ARE A PERSON CLAIMING A RIGHT TO FUNDS 
REMAINING AFTER THE SALE, YOU MUST FILE A CLAIM WITH THE 
CLERK NO LATER THAN THE DATE THAT THE CLERK REPORTS THE 
FUNDS AS UNCLAIMED.  IF YOU FAIL TO FILE A CLAIM, YOU WILL 
NOT BE ENTITLED TO ANY REMAINING FUNDS.  AFTER THE FUNDS 
ARE REPORTED AS UNCLAIMED, ONLY THE OWNER OF RECORD AS 
OF THE DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS MAY CLAIM THE SURPLUS.

Dated this 6th day of August 2026.

Case #: 2026-CA-31

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James 
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

0813-0820 TWS NOS

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE OF SALE

asia-spinalinjury.orgcsrs.org orthoinfo.org

EACH YEAR, HUNDREDS OF YOUNG PEOPLE ARE PARALYZED FROM 
NECK AND SPINE INJURIES CAUSED BY DIVING HEAD FIRST INTO 
SHALLOW LAKES AND POOLS. DON’T LET KIDS DIVE IN—UNLESS 
YOU KNOW WHAT’S BELOW. CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE 
DIVING SAFETY TIPS. VISIT ORTHOINFO.ORG/DIVINGSAFETY

ONE SHALLOW DIVE  
CAN WRECK A NECK. 
PERMANENTLY.

3881_AAOS_PSA_DivingSafety_News_6.4375 x 10.5.indd   1 12/4/14   10:10 AM

Home Improvement/Service 

PROTECT YOUR HOME from 
pests safely and a� ordably. 
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, 
Termite, Spiders and other 
pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or 
inspection today 1-877-641-
1916 Have zip code of prop-
erty ready when calling!   

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! A� ord-
able prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 1-877-317-
0311.

Medical 

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERA-
PY USERS! Discover Oxygen 
Therapy That Moves with You 
with Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE infor-
mation kit. Call 1-877-748-
9960. 

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! Re-
duce premiums and out-of-
pocket costs while getting 
the coverage you need! Call 
now for a competitive free 
quote. 1-877-351-3442. 
Plus... Income based govern-
ment subsidies are available 
for those that qualify! 

Miscellaneous 

Donate your vehicle to help 
fi nd missing children and 
prevent abduction.  Fast free 
pickup, running or not, 24 hr 
response.  No emission test 
required, maximum tax de-
duction.  Support Find the 
Children, call: 1-877-907-
0087. Wanted to Buy 

Wanted to Buy

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-877-
377-4727. 

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! 
Looking for 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
These brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-877-706-0656. 

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy process: 
Call, get cash o� er and get 
paid. Call today for your fair 
cash o� er: 1-321-603-3026 

STATE WIDE CLASSIFIEDS

From Front Page

had been found at the time.
Later, in the early morning, a fire was reported at 

the scene. Raker was inside the house and trans-
ported to the hospital for treatment for smoke inha-
lation. In an interview with detectives at the hospital, 
he indicated someone else was responsible for injur-
ing Luper and Thomas.
Raker came back out to the scene and volunteered 

to help with evidence, but no evidence was discov-
ered, Wester said. He was allowed to leave because 
he was considered a witness.
K9 teams from the state Department of Correc-

tions and human remains detection K9s came out 
that morning and a man’s body was found on neigh-
boring property of the St. Marks National Wildlife 
Refuge. The body had been concealed and covered 
with underbrush, Wester said. It was identified as 
Luper. Later, about 100 yards away, a deceased fe-
male was discovered in heavy brush and concealed 
with underbrush. 
The body was identified as Thomas.

From Front Page

Closely watched races 
for Congressional Dis-
trict 2 to replace Neal 
Dunn, who is retiring, 
saw saw Austin Rogers 
collect the most votes 
in Wakulla from the Re-
publican field – and the 
Republican nomination 
overall.
With eight GOP candi-

dates, Rogers took 27.8% 
– amassing 1,419 votes, 
and the only candidate 
among the Republicans 
to hae more than 1,000 
votes. Second place went 
to Luke Murphy with 
18.6% followed by Keith 

Gross with 18.56%.
Rogers will face Dem-

ocrat Amanda Marie 
Green in the November 
election.
Green won the Demo-

cratic vote for Congress 
in Wakulla with 36% 
of the vote followed by 
Brice Barnces with 32%.
Byron Donalds won 

the Republican nomina-
tion for governor to re-
place Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis.
Donalds squeaked by 

in Wakulla, taking 33% 
of the vote over next 
closest opponent Jay 
Collins, who had 32.4% 
of the vote.

But the margin was 
narrow, just 42 votes 
separated those two can-
didates. 
Donalds will face 

Democrat David Jolly in 
the November general 
election.
Jolly won 71% of the 

Democratic votes over 
a field of lightly known 
candidates.

In the judicial races 
for circuit court judge,  
which are non-parti-
san, the incumbents ap-
peared poised to win:

• Jason Jones had 
62% of the Wakulla vote 
over challenger Stepha-
nie Cager;

• and Lee Marsh held 
a 70% margin over chal-
lenger Rashad Green.

‘Manhunt is over’

Election results

http://www.thewakullasun.com
mailto:Pleadings@vanlawfl.com
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CLUES ACROSS 
  1. Tire pressure mea-
surement
  4. Request
  7. Clairvoyance
 10. 007’s creator
 11. Adult male
 12. God of battle 
(Scandinavian)
 13. Cloths spread over 
a coffin
 15. Breeze through
 16. Ladyfish genus
 19. We all take them
 21. Earl’s jurisdiction
 23. Members of U.S. 
Navy
 24. Rummy-like card 
game
 25. Affected by injury
 26. Member of a Se-
mitic people
 27. Withdrew from a 
union
 30. Woman’s cloak
 34. Spanish river
 35. Prohibit
 36. Something you 
can take
 41. Dish soap brand
 45. Ottoman military 
commanders
 46. Ancient Ital-
ian-Greek colony

 47. Makes somber
 50. Discuss again
 54. A tool to inject
 55. Support
 56. Informal term for 
money
 57. Catch doing 
something wrong
 59. Prehistoric people
 60. Large African 
antelope
 61. Vehicle
 62. Georgia rockers
 63. High resolution 
microscope
 64. Pitching statistic
 65. Attempt
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Indoor plant
  2. Marketable
  3. Rather
  4. Collected
  5. A bag-like struc-
ture in a plant or 
animal
  6. Irish hip-hop trio
  7. Ageless
  8. Course require-
ments
  9. Pokes at
 13. TV channel
 14. They __
 17. Cooking material

 18. Investment ac-
count
 20. Iron-containing 
compound
 22. Swiss river
 27. Small coin 
(French)
 28. Electronic 
countermeasures
 29. Taxi
 31. Helps little firms
 32. Unhappy
 33. Midway between 
northeast and east
 37. Glowing
 38. Item to be ad-
dressed
 39. An informal body 
of friends
 40. Intrinsic nature of 
something
 41. Neural structures
 42. Brews
 43. A place for ships
 44. One who sings 
holiday songs
 47. Sino-Soviet block 
(abbr.)
 48. Scottish town
 49. The most worth-
less parts
 51. Sticky
 52. Put to work
 53. Precursor to the 
EU
 58. Retrospective 
analysis (abbr.)

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

Crossword_ ___

http://www.thewakullasun.com
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Moose donate $1,500
 for veterans

Help count wild� ower 
pollinators on Aug. 21

Keep Wakulla County Beautiful has a youth board

The family of Jody Kilgore celebrated his birthday on Saturday night, 12 
years after he was murdered. The case is unsolved. (Neil Hostnick)

By LINDA ANN McDONALD
Correspondent

Keep Wakulla County Beautiful’s 
(KWCB) youth board held its found-
ers’ meeting with a full meeting room 
a couple of weeks ago at the Wakulla 
Environmental Institute in Crawford-
ville.
The Founder’s Table is where 

youth help create the future of the 
KWCB Youth Board. The board acts 
two-fold as an opportunity to design 
what youth leadership, environmen-
tal stewardship, and what commu-
nity impact will look like in Wakulla 
County. The ideas and voices heard 
today will shape how this board 
serves youth and our community for 
years to come.
The agenda included in-depth dis-

cussion such as “What is the Youth 
Board? positions available, represen-
tation, bylaws discussion, projects 
and community impact,” and more.
KWCB’s Caden Grubel, who was 

newly accepted into Florida State 
University, initiated the youth board. 
“This is something I never expect-

ed, I’m glad it turned out as large as 
it did,” Grubel said. “I figured since 
I’m turning 18, I figured I’d go head-
first into empowering the youth. I 
wanted to see a youth board that was 

inspired by youth and involved with 
our environment.”
Riversprings Middle School teach-

er Aimee Liotino attended the event 
and said, “Teaching the younger gen-
eration to maintain the beauty of this 
earth is extremely important and get-
ting them involved with a focus on 
microplastics, is handing them the 

reins to manage our environment.” 
During the event’s icebreaker, the 

question, “Why are you here?” was 
asked. Responses included: “I don’t 
want to see trash,” “We swim in these 
waters,” and “I don’t like microplas-
tics,”, went around the classroom 
and fueled thought-provoking con-
versation.

“It’s exciting to see the kids’ per-
spective on the environment and the 
projects that they create together for 
the benefit of Wakulla County,” said 
Tammie Nason, director of KWCB. 
“If this snowballs, it’s going to be an 
amazing thing.”
KWCB President Lesley Cush-

man, and husband Steve were both 
present and said, “I hope there is a 
spark created tonight, and follows 
along with all who attended tonight. 
Outside environmental steward-
ship, there is so much to be learned 
while on this board. There are life 
skills to be learned such as Roberts 
Rules for boards, budget, finances, 
and leadership. It gets kids involved 
with boards, and not just picking up 
trash, our goal here is to prolong the 
future. We put the seeds down now, 
so the kids here will be able to be in 
charge and have a say, later.”
Hope Childree, director of Wakul-

la Environmental Institute, said, 
“This is a hugely important necessity. 
These children are the next stewards 
of our environment, and the more in-
formed decisions they can make, the 
more informed difference they can 
make.”
$500 was donated to the board as 

an effort to assist with the youth led 
organization getting on its feet.

Caden Grubel, at the front of the classroom, leads at discussion at the founding of the 
Keep Wakulla County Beautiful youth board.

Special to The Sun

Join the fun at Sop-
choppy Depot Park (33 
Rose Street) on Friday, 
August 21 between 9:00 
and 11:00 a.m. Help to 
count bees and butter-
flies landing on individ-
ual wildflower plants as 
part of the 2026 Great 
Southeast Pollinator 
Census in Wakulla 
County. Spend just 15 
minutes to count insect 
landings and help polli-

nator scientists.
Members of the Sar-

racenia Chapter of the 
Florida Native Plant 
Society (FNPS) will be 
on hand to help you 
get started. Counting 
sheets will be provid-
ed. Every person who 
participates will receive 
a gorgeous pollinator 
poster. You may also 
get to taste delicious 
pollinator-shaped muf-
fins!
Just show up at the 

park within the 2-hour 
window. Bring a folding 
chair or other seating. 
Bring a pen or pencil 
and clipboard (if you 
can). Then enjoy your-
self while you help pol-
linators.
You may also partic-

ipate in your own yard 
at any time on August 
21 or 22. Get a count-
ing sheet, read the 
guide, and watch a vid-
eo at the event website:  
https://gsepc.org/

Florida Wild 
Mammal 
Association

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327 

FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper 
towels

• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & 

nuts
• Pedigree 

wet & dry 

dog food
• Friskies wet 

& dry cat 
food

• Dawn dish 
soap

The Pillowman, a play 
by Martin McDonagh, 
a dark comedy  star-
ring Brett Allbritton, 
Caleb Goodman, Rob 
Sparks, John David 
Stevenson, and Robin 
Mae, directed by Gary 
Brame. Four shows 
only Thursday Aug. 
27- Saturday Aug. 29 
at The Palaver Tree 
Theater. (Photos by 

Gerald Brown)

Presentation of $1,500 recently from Wakulla Moose Lodge 2510 to 
local VA in honor of Paul Peters, a veteran member who passed away 
recently. The Pool players collected these funds for this donation.  A 

big thank you to our Pool  players! (Photo submitted) 

‘Pillowman’ opens at 
Palaver Tree next week

A Trusted Legacy. Expanded Resources.
LOWE LEGAL & TITLE HAS JOINED AUSLEY MCMULLEN

Lowe Legal & Title joins with 
Ausley McMullen, expanding the 
resources available to our clients 
while continuing our longstanding 
commitment to serving Wakulla 
County and North Florida. AUSLEY.COM 850-926-8245

Remebering Jody

http://www.thewakullasun.com
https://gsepc.org/
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