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Staff Report

EDITOR’S NOTE: 
The Wakulla Sun had 
planned a package of 
articles about the on-
going controversy over 
Flock cameras, includ-
ing the story at right 
on Austin Fairchild. We 
contacted the sheriff’s 
office for comment. 
Later, Gov. DeSantis 
announced he was or-
dering the removal 
of the cameras from 
state highways. Short-
ly after, Sheriff Jared 
Miller made the deci-
sion to end the use of 
the cameras and issued 
the following lengthy 
statement explaining 
his position:

After carefully review-
ing our agency’s experi-
ence with the Flock Safe-
ty Automated License 
Plate Reader system, I 
have decided that the 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s 
Office will terminate its 
use of and participation 
in the program.
The cameras were 

funded through a U.S. 
Department of Justice 
grant as part of a region-
al task-force initiative 
involving Wakulla and 
12 other counties. The 
contract for the system 
is held and administered 
by the Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforce-
ment, not the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office. 
The system was made 
available to our agency at 
no cost to Wakulla Coun-
ty for a two-year period.
From the beginning, I 

viewed this grant-funded 
period as an opportunity 
to evaluate the technol-
ogy before considering 
whether Wakulla County 
should make any future 

investment in such a 
system. This allowed us 
to assess not only its 
potential benefits as a 
public-safety and investi-
gative resource, but also 
its accuracy, reliability, 
safeguards, accountabil-
ity measures, and overall 
value to our community.
As Sheriff, I have a 

responsibility to ensure 
that the resources en-
trusted to this agency 
are used wisely. Technol-
ogy can help our depu-
ties and detectives work 
more efficiently and ex-
tend the reach of the 
limited resources avail-
able to us as a fiscally 
constrained and rapidly 
growing county. Howev-
er, the potential benefits 
of a technology are not 
enough by themselves. 
We must be confident 
that any tool we use is 
reliable, effective, re-
sponsibly managed, and 
capable of providing gen-
uine value to the citizens 
we serve.
During the evaluation 

period, the technolo-
gy made a meaningful 
contribution to our pub-
lic-safety efforts. It as-
sisted our deputies and 
detectives in identifying 
and apprehending sus-
pects, recovering stolen 
vehicles and property, 

and advancing or resolv-
ing dozens of criminal 
investigations. In many 
instances, the system 
served as a force multi-
plier by providing timely 
investigative information 
and helping our person-
nel make more effective 
use of limited resourc-

es. Those accomplish-
ments are an important 
part of our evaluation 
and should not be over-
looked.
At the same time, our 

operational experience 
identified performance 
and implementation 
concerns that must be 

weighed alongside those 
successes. After consid-
ering the system’s capa-
bilities, limitations, and 
overall role in our opera-
tions, I determined that 
continued participation 
in the current program 
is not the appropriate 
course for the Wakulla 

County Sheriff’s Office.
Our evaluation also 

included a review of the 
policies and safeguards 
surrounding the system, 
including data access, 
retention, information 
sharing, auditing, user 
accountability, and over-
sight. Policies and safe-
guards governing the 
technology are in place; 
however, I must be con-
fident that the overall 
framework—including 
the technology, applica-
ble policies, operational 
procedures, and over-
sight mechanisms—fully 
aligns with the stan-
dards, needs, and ex-
pectations of this agency 
and the community we 
serve.
Technology can be 

an extremely useful re-
source, but it should 
never replace sound po-
lice work, professional 
judgment, or account-
ability. We have a re-
sponsibility to evaluate 
how a system performs 
under real-world condi-
tions—not simply how it 
is expected to perform on 
paper. When our experi-
ence with a technology 
raises concerns, we must 
be willing to examine 
those concerns and de-
termine what they mean 
for its continued use.
Technology also fre-

quently develops faster 
than the policies, pro-
cedures, and oversight 
frameworks intended to 
govern it. New capabil-
ities may benefit public 
safety, but innovation 
must be accompanied by 
appropriate safeguards, 
meaningful account-
ability, and responsible 
oversight. A technology 
should not be used sim-
ply because it is avail-

Staff Report

A 21-year-old Crawfordville man was killed 
in a motorcyle crash last week on Spring Creek 
Highway, according to the Florida Highway Pa-
trol.

The accident occured on Aug. 24 around 
8:45 p.m.

The man was traveling north on Spring 
Creek Highway when he collided with the rear 
of an SUV also traveling north, and the motor-
cyclist was then struck by a southbound SUV.

The drivers of the SUVs did not suffer any 
injuries.

The motorcyclist was pronounced deceased 
on scene, according to FHP. 

Staff Report

The Wakulla News has closed.
The newspaper, which had been the oldest 

continuously operated business in Wakulla 
County, reportedly shut down two weeks ago.

News Editor Steve Steiner sent out emails to 
contributors announcing the closure.

The Wakulla Sun, the staff of which are 
all former employees at the News, began four 
years ago with a goal of being a locally owned, 
locally controlled source of news. 

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Austin Fairchild was driving his company work truck when a Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s deputy came up behind him with lights and siren. He moved 
off the road to let the vehicle pass, but it pulled in behind him.

It was on July 28 at around 3:30 p.m. in front of the courthouse.
Unknown to Fairchild, a Flock camera U.S. 98 at Ochlockonee Bay had hit 

on the work truck’s tag and it was reported as a stolen vehicle.
Deputy Arturo Cordoba used his loud speaker to order him: “Driver, roll 

your window down” and “Driver, put your hands out the window.” Fairchild 
was then told to open the vehicle door and approach him.

Fairchild was alarmed that the deputy had a one hand on his weapon.
Eventually, it was determined that the stop was the result of a misread tag.
But Fairchild was shaken by the incident, and said he now suffers from anx-

iety and diffi culty sleeping. He has fi led a complaint with the sheriff’s offi ce. 

Sheriff ’s offi  ce will end use of Flock cameras

Man killed in 
motorcyle crash

The Wakulla News 
is closed

Wakulla man stopped after 
Flock camera misread tag 

Animal shelter is a no-kill shelter
By NICOLE CASE
Correspondent

The Wakulla County 
Animal Shelter, a long-
standing pillar of the 
community since its 
construction in a 1993 
partnership between 
the Wakulla Humane 
Society & Wakulla 
County, stands strong 
amid recent budget 
cuts.

A testament to 
this is its recent rec-
ognition by the Best 
Friends Animal Society 
as a no-kill shelter, a 
status it has upheld for 
the past 6 years— that 
is, the shelter has an 
annual adoption rate 
of 90% or higher. The 
animal shelter main-
tains a euthanasia rate 
of 5-8%, compared to 
its typical yearly in-
take of anywhere from 
500 to 2,000 rescues, 
owner surrenders, and 
foster animals. This 
means that every ani-
mal is thought of as an 
individual; their needs, 
behaviors, and history 
are considered when 
adopting them out. 

And although eutha-
nasia may still be nec-
essary in some cases, 
such as when the shel-
ter exceeds capacity, it 
is rare and not taken 

lightly.
To maintain their 

facilities, the Wakulla 
County Animal Shel-
ter has 6-8 volunteers 
on staff in addition to 

their paid employees; 
they socialize animals, 
administer medica-
tions, and handle de-
worming treatments.

Their paid staff in-
cludes 3 animal con-
trol officers, according 
to Walter Class, the 
shelter’s director, who 
deal with “public nui-
sance issues, barking, 
dog bites, dangerous 
dogs, animal control 
violations, like where 
people are not properly 
taking care of their an-
imals. They do neglect 
and cruelty investiga-
tions.”

The shelter’s ap-
proach is to think of 
most of the cats ani-
mal control has found 
as wandering, instead 
of abandoned or lost; 
a practice that has re-
portedly reduced their 
numbers from 20-25 
cats to 8.

The shelter’s full-
time kennel techs see 
to the daily cleaning 
and sanitation of the 
facility.

“And that’s what we 
really strive to do is to 

Wakulla Sheri�  
Jared Miller

Siblings Taco and Pickle came to the shelter severely 
malnourished and have since been restored to a healthy 

weight.

Sheri�  Jared Miller issues an extensive statement on why he decided to end use of the cameras in Wakulla

Austin Fairchild in the area in front of the courthouse where his work truck, which 
is covered in company logos, was stopped a� er a Flock camera misread his tag and 

reported the truck as stolen.

4-H Open House held/Page 14
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Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned and Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304

CELEBRATING  
 37 YEARS!

  
 

Kate Shields – 4th grader at Medart Elementary
Student of the Week

Principal: Stan Ward

Achievements/Reason for Nomination: We are proud 
to recognize Kate Shields as our Sun Student of the 
Week! Kate is a hard worker who always gives her 
best and approaches each day with a positive atti-
tude. She is kind, helpful, and always willing to lend 
a hand to others. Kate is a wonderful friend, a great 
role model, and a shining example of how a Mus-
tang should represent our school. We are so proud 
of Kate and all that she brings to our school com-
munity!

STUDENT OF THE WEEK FEATURES A DIFFERENT SCHOOL EACH WEEK. 

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

MARGARITAVILLE
BENEFITS THE 

SINGING FOR 
CHANGE CHARITY

The Margaritaville specialty license plate in Florida 
bene�its the Singing for Change charity. This charity, 
founded by Jimmy Buffett, provides grants to Florida 
nonpro�its that help communities recover from natural 
disasters. Speci�ically, the funds are directed towards 
organizations assisting with hurricane and other disaster 
recovery and rebuilding efforts. 

$15 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

Want to have clearer 
conversations?

Can’t hear         
your phone ring?  

Apply for your free 
phone today!

Provided at 
No Cost

Built for  
Real Life

www.ftri.org
800-222-3448

1820 E. Park Ave, Suite 101, Tallahassee, FL 32301

Free Phones 
Designed 
Around You

How to Qualify
Florida Resident 
Age 3+ 
Have Hearing Loss or 
Speech Disorder

How to Apply
Online: WWW.FTRI.ORG/FREE                    

Visit an FTRI Regional Distribution Center:  
FTRI.ORG/LOCATIONS

Request an application form:                               
800-222-3448 - customercare@ftri.org

Landline NOT Needed

RF 2026

Plant of the Week By Sarracenia Chapter of NPS

Southern Red Oak
By LYNN ARTZ, DAVID RODDENBERRY, and 

SANDY TEDDER
 

Southern red oak (Quercus falcata) is a long-
lived deciduous tree that grows 60-80 feet tall. 
Its lustrous green leaves are downy tan un-
derneath, longer than wide, deeply lobed, and 
bristle tipped. They turn reddish-brown in 
fall. Also called Spanish oak, this oak is na-
tive to the southeastern US. It occurs mainly 
in Florida’s northern counties. It inhabits dry 
upland sites and is common on poor-quality, 
sandy ridges. It is fire adapted and drought 
tolerant. A keystone species, its leaves feed 
the caterpillars of hairstreak and duskywing 
butterflies and many others, providing vital 
food for baby birds. Its oval acorns, 1/3 cov-
ered by the cap, feed woodpeckers, turkeys, 
deer, and Florida black bears. This handsome 
shade tree is one of Crawfordville’s signature 
trees. Sadly, its presence is diminishing due 
to development.

Florida Wild 
Mammal 
Association

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327 

FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper 
towels

• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & 

nuts
• Pedigree 

wet & dry 

dog food
• Friskies wet 

& dry cat 
food

• Dawn dish 
soap

A Trusted Legacy. Expanded Resources.
LOWE LEGAL & TITLE HAS JOINED AUSLEY MCMULLEN

Lowe Legal & Title joins with 
Ausley McMullen, expanding the 
resources available to our clients 
while continuing our longstanding 
commitment to serving Wakulla 
County and North Florida. AUSLEY.COM 850-926-8245

http://www.thewakullasun.com
http://www.ftri.org
mailto:customercare@ftri.org
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FOLLOW THE SUN.

PUBLIC NOTICES: 
For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla 
Sun provides this Public Notice Section for 
all Public Notices not published in the Legal 

Notice section of the newspaper.

More Public Notices appear 
on Page 9

ADVERTISEMENT TO BID
WAKULLA COUNTY 

SCHOOL BOARD

August 20, 27, September 3, 2026

Public Announcement Requesting Bids from Pre-
Qualified General Contractors
Bids are requested from pre-qualified general contractors 
by H2Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Wakulla County 
Schools

H2E PROJECT No.: 25 - 168
WCS BID NO.: 2025/26 - 04
PROJECT NAME: Riversprings Middle School 
AHU Replacement
BID DATE: Tuesday, September 22 , 2026
TIME: 2:00p.m.

GENERAL INFORMATION :
1 . Scope : One for one replacement and consolidation of 
multiple DX split system air handling units and associated 
condensing units with dx split system air handling units 
and condensing units . New 6 ‘ tall chain link fence will 
house the new condensing units. Controls modification 
as required for new units . Minimal electrical work will 
be required for the one for one replacement of the units. 
Code minimum commissioning will be required.
2 . The entity responsible for all aspects of project 
management:

H2Engineering , Inc.
114 East 5th Avenue
Tallahassee , Florida 32 303
Phone : (850) 224 - 7922
Fax : (850) 224 - 5876

3. Bids will only be accepted from General Contractors 
pre qualified for thi s project .
4 . All questions or requests for written interpretation 
or correction MUST be in writing no later than 
Tuesday, September 8 , 2026. Direct all inquiries to the 
H2Engineering Project Manager : Mark Poindexter, PE . 
Email: mpoindexter@h2engineering.com 
5. Sealed bids must be received at the Wakulla County 
School Board administration building, 69 Arran Road, 
Crawfordville, Florida 32327, no later than 2:00p.m. 
local time, on Tuesday, September 22, 2026. Bids must 
be clearly marked with project name, project number and 
bid number on the outside envelope. Submittals received 
after deadline will not be considered.
6. Bids must be submitted in full accordance with the 
requirements of the drawings, specifications, bidding 
conditions and contractual conditions, which may be 
obtained by contacting the H2Engineering project 
manager.
7. Drawings are available in digital format.
In the event the Contract is awarded to the Bidder, 
Bidder shall, within eight (8) Owner business days after 
the award by the Owner of the Contract shall furnish the 
required Performance and Payment Bonds; failing to do 
such, Bidder shall forfeit their bid guarantee as liquidated 
damages. The Performance and Payment Bonds shall 
be secured from any agency of a surety or insurance 
company, which agency shall have an established place 
of business in the State of Florida and be duly licensed to 
conduct business there.
The Owner reserves the right to waive irregularities and/
or informalities in any Bid and to reject any or all Bids in 
whole or part, with or without cause, and/or accept the 
Bid that in its judgment will be for the best interest of the 
School Board of Wakulla County, Florida. 

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF WAKULLA COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
69 ARRAN ROAD
CRAWFORDVILLE, FLORIDA 32327
RICHARD MYHRE,
SUPERINTENDENT

Do You Own Homesteaded Property in 
Wakulla County and Are Interested in 

Serving on the Value Adjustment Board?
The Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners 
is currently seeking one (1) citizen to serve on the Value 
Adjustment Board (VAB). The purpose of the VAB is for 
any taxpayers within Wakulla County who object to the as-
sessment placed on any taxable property by the Property 
Appraiser, to file a petition with the Clerk of the govern-
ing body for a hearing.   Per 194.015, F.S. each County is 
required to create a Value Adjustment Board.  
The VAB citizen appointment must own homesteaded 
property in Wakulla County.  Typically, the VAB only con-
ducts 3 or 4 meetings during the months of August, Sep-
tember, and October.
Interested persons should submit a statement of interest ex-
plaining their interest in serving on the VAB no later than 
September 18, 2026 and should include the person’s name, 
address, telephone number, and email address. Statements 
of interest should be emailed to Jessica Welch, Public Ser-
vices Director at jwelch@mywakulla.com.  September 3, 2026

NEWS RELEASE 
Wakulla County Announces the Vacancy   
Adjustment Program Application Period    

for the Solid Waste Assessment
Crawfordville, Florida – The Wakulla County Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners announces Fiscal Year 2025/2026 Vacancy 
Adjustment Program for the Solid Waste Assessment.
The Vacancy Adjustment Program allows any property own-
er to seek a refund of the Solid Waste Assessment ($214.00 
per dwelling) for residential property which is vacant for the 
entire Fiscal Year (Oct. 1, 2025 – Sept. 30, 2026).  To qualify, 
the owner must complete a Vacancy Adjustment Application 
and file with the BOCC Administration Office by October 
15, 2026.  The applicant must be the owner of the residential 
property and provide documentation from a utility provider 
that no utility services (electric and/or water) were provided 
to the residential property during Oct. 1, 2025 – Sept. 30, 
2026.
The Vacancy Adjustment Application can be obtained on the 
County website (www.mywakulla.com), or at the BOCC Ad-
ministration Office, 3093 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, 
FL.  For more information, please contact Mike Beauchamp 
at 850-926-0919 ext. 712 or via email at mbeauchamp@my-
wakulla.com. Sept. 3, 2026

Notice of Public Meeting:
The Wakulla County Affordable Housing Advisory 

Committee will hold a Public Meeting on September 
10, 2026, at 9:00a.m. at the Wakulla County Communi-
ty Center (Wakulla Room), 318 Shadeville Rd, Craw-

fordville, FL, (850) 926-3695.
Purpose of Meeting:

To Conduct General Business of the Committee in 
Accordance with Resolution 2022-36.

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agen-
cy, or commission with respect to any matter considered at such meet-
ing or hearing, he or she will need a record of the proceedings, and 
that, for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim 
record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimo-
ny and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

Persons with a disability needing a special accommodation should 
contact the Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners Ad-
ministration Offi ce at least two (2) days prior to the meeting at (850) 
926-0919; Hearing & Voice Impaired at 1-800-955-8771; or email at 
ADARequest@mywakulla.com. September 3, 2026

Notice of Public Hearings 
Concerning a Text Amend-

ment to the Wakulla County 
Land Development Code

The Wakulla County Planning Commission and Wakulla 
County Board of County Commissioners propose to con-
sider the following ordinance. Public Hearings are sched-
uled before the Wakulla County Planning Commission 
on Monday, September 14, 2026, beginning at 6:00 P.M. 
and before the Wakulla County Board of County Com-
missioners on Monday, September 21, 2026, beginning 
at 6:00 P.M. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be 
heard.  All public hearings will be held at the County Com-
mission Chambers located west of the County Courthouse 
at 29 Arran Road, Crawfordville, Florida 32327.  All affect-
ed parties may appear at the public hearings, be heard, and 
submit evidence and written comments on the application. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUN-
TY COMMISSIONERS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, RELATED TO DATA CENTERS; PRO-
VIDING FINDINGS; AMENDING WAKULLA 
COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE SEC-
TION 2-4 RELATED TO DEFINITIONS; CREAT-
ING SECTION 6-40 OF THE WAKULLA COUNTY 
LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE TO PROHIBIT 
DATA CENTERS WITHIN THE UNINCORPO-
RATED AREAS OF THE COUNTY; PROVIDING 
FOR CODIFICATION AND SEVERABILITY; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Copies of applications, draft ordinances, and any related public record 

fi les may be viewed at the Wakulla County Planning and Community 
Development Department located at 11 Bream Fountain Road, Craw-
fordville, FL 32327, 8 AM to 4:30 PM M/F; Phone (850) 926-3695. Any 
person desiring to appeal a decision of a County Board must ensure a ver-
batim transcript or copy is made of the testimony and exhibits presented at 
said hearings. Persons with a disability needing a special accommodation 
should contact the Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners Ad-
ministration Offi ce at least two (2) days prior to the meeting at (850) 926-
0919; Hearing & Voice Impaired at 1-800-955-8771; or email at ADARe-
quest@mywakulla.com. September 3, 2026

The Wakulla County Planning Commission proposes to 
consider the following application.  A Public Hearing is 
scheduled regarding the following before the Planning 
Commission on Monday, September 14, 2026, 
beginning at 6:00 P.M., unless otherwise noted below 
or as time permits.  All public hearings will be held at 
the County Commission Chambers located west of the 
County Courthouse at 29 Arran Road, Crawfordville, 
Florida 32327.  Interested parties are invited to attend 
and present testimony.

1. Application 
for Preliminary 
Plat Approval:  
PP26-04
Applicant: 
Patricia H. 
Langford and 
James M. High, 
Jr.
Agent: Edwin 
Brown & 
Associates, Inc./
Wade Brown 
Proposal: create 
7-lot residential 
subdivision – 
High Estates

Tax ID Number: 36-3S-02W-000-01754-000
Existing FLU Map: Urban Fringe (FLUE Policy 1.2.7) 
Current Zoning: LDR (Section 5-68, LDC)
FEMA Flood Info: “X” zone on Panel 0225E 
Parcel size: 21.45+/- acres
Location: 229 High Drive, south of Audubon Forest 
Subdivision
Hearing Required:               Planning Commission:  
Monday, September 14, 2026 @ 6:00 PM
If an individual wishes to submit documents or other 
materials related to a matter before the Planning 
Commission for consideration by the Planning 
Commission at a public meeting, they are strongly 
encouraged to submit copies of all such documents or 
other materials to the Wakulla County Office of Planning 
and Community Development at least 3 days prior to the 
date of the meeting so that they can be provided to the 
Commission Members. If an individual wishes to bring 
documents or other materials for consideration by the 
Planning Commission that were not previously provided 
to the Wakulla County Office of Planning and Community 
Development in accordance with the preceding sentence, 
they must bring at least twelve (12) copies of each such 
document to the meeting.  
Copies of applications, draft ordinances, and any related 
public record files may be viewed at the County Planning 
Department located at 11 Bream Fountain Road, 
Crawfordville, FL 32327, 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM M-F; Phone 
(850) 926-3695.  Any person desiring to appeal a decision 
of a County Board must ensure a verbatim transcript or 
copy is made of the testimony and exhibits presented at 
said hearings.  Persons with a disability needing a special 
accommodation should contact the Wakulla County 
Board of County Commissioners Administration Office 
at least two (2) days prior to the meeting at (850) 926-
0919; Hearing and Voice Impaired at 1-800-955-8771; 
or email at ADARequest@mywakulla.com.

NotiCe of PubliC HeARiNg
CoNCeRNiNg AN APPliCAtioN 

foR PReliMiNARy PlAt
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The Wakulla County Planning Commission proposes to 
consider the following application.  A Public Hearing is 
scheduled regarding the following before the Planning 
Commission on Monday, September 14, 2026, 
beginning at 6:00 P.M., unless otherwise noted below 
or as time permits.  All public hearings will be held at 
the County Commission Chambers located west of the 
County Courthouse at 29 Arran Road, Crawfordville, 
Florida 32327.  Interested parties are invited to attend 
and present testimony.

1. Application 
for Preliminary 
Plat Approval:  
PP26-05
Applicant: RBIG, 
LLC
Agent: Edwin 
Brown & 
Associates, Inc./
Wade Brown 
Proposal: create 
7-lot residential 
subdivision – 
Virginia Bay

Tax ID Number: 08-5S-02W-000-02710-001
Existing FLU Map: Rural 2 (FLUE Policy 1.2.5) & Rural 1 
(FLUE Policy 1.2.4) 
Current Zoning: AG (Section 5-25, LDC)
FEMA Flood Info: “X”, “A”, “AE”, & “0.2PCT” zones on 
Panel 0355E 
Parcel size: 58.95+/- acres
Location: south side of Sopchoppy Highway, east of Surf 
Road
Hearing Required:               Planning Commission:  
Monday, September 14, 2026 @ 6:00 PM
If an individual wishes to submit documents or other 
materials related to a matter before the Planning 
Commission for consideration by the Planning 
Commission at a public meeting, they are strongly 
encouraged to submit copies of all such documents or 
other materials to the Wakulla County Office of Planning 
and Community Development at least 3 days prior to the 
date of the meeting so that they can be provided to the 
Commission Members. If an individual wishes to bring 
documents or other materials for consideration by the 
Planning Commission that were not previously provided 
to the Wakulla County Office of Planning and Community 
Development in accordance with the preceding sentence, 
they must bring at least twelve (12) copies of each such 
document to the meeting.  
Copies of applications, draft ordinances, and any related 
public record files may be viewed at the County Planning 
Department located at 11 Bream Fountain Road, 
Crawfordville, FL 32327, 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM M-F; Phone 
(850) 926-3695.  Any person desiring to appeal a decision 
of a County Board must ensure a verbatim transcript or 
copy is made of the testimony and exhibits presented at 
said hearings.  Persons with a disability needing a special 
accommodation should contact the Wakulla County 
Board of County Commissioners Administration Office 
at least two (2) days prior to the meeting at (850) 926-
0919; Hearing and Voice Impaired at 1-800-955-8771; 
or email at ADARequest@mywakulla.com.
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Opinions

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 
By donating, you help us keep citi-

zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 
Your contributions will equip our 

newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.
That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our com-

munity
• More local content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 
We would very much appreciate your 

contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 
The Florida Press Foundation is 

registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.
We accept donations by card or 

check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.
Send it to Florida Press Foundation 

at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

The Wakulla Sun, Copyright © 2023 is published weekly by Hot Water Publishing, 12 Arran Road, Craw-
fordville FL. Periodicals postage is pending at Crawfordville FL. 
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Subscripti ons to The Wakulla Sun 
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NEWSPAPER

“It’s A New Day!”

Calendar of events for the week of September 3
� ursday, September 3

• Th e Rotary Club of Wakulla County 
meets at the TSC Wakulla Center at 8:30 
a.m. 
• Th e Optimist Club meets at Myra Jean’s 
at noon.
• Line dancing is 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the 
Women’s Club.  6:30 to 8 for beginners. 
$10. 
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be 
held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in Craw-
fordville, every Th ursday. Th ere are conces-
sions and raffl  es.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. 
every Th ursday at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, September 4
 

• Wakulla War Eagles travel to Tallahassee 
to take on the Chiles Timberwolves at Chil-
es at 7 p.m.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 
7 p.m. every Friday at 54 Ochlockonee St. 

Saturday, September 5

• Panacea Community Market will be held  
at the fi re station from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Sunday, September 6

• Wakulla Giving Hands food giveaway ev-
ery Sunday from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. at the 

facility across from Medart Elementary on 
Highway 98. Line up begins at 11 a.m.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets every Sun-
day at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Monday, September 7

• LABOR DAY – Schools, banks and 
government offi  ces will be closed for the 
holiday.
•  Th e Wakulla Respite Program is available 
for anyone with memory impairment at 
no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake Ellen 
Baptist Church every Monday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. 
for women and 8 p.m. for men every Mon-
day at 54 Ochlockonee St.
• Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class with 

Margaret every Monday at 11 a.m. First 
Baptist Church CLC Building in Crawford-
ville. Bring a mat.

Tuesday, September 8

• Sopchoppy community dinner is held ev-
ery week at the Towles House at 6:30 p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets every Tues-
day at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, September 9

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and 6:30 p.m. every Wednesday at 54 
Ochlockonee St.

On the Horizon

LETTERS FROM READERS

History highlight: 
Decisive victory

Sign up for Blue 
Crab Parade

Celebration of 
Dolly set for Oct. 2

Something on your mind?
Email Letters to the Editor to editor@thewakullasun.com; 
or mail it � e Wakulla Sun, 12 Arran Road, Crawfordville 

FL 32327; or drop it by the o�  ce on the courthouse square.

Editor, The Sun:

By 1781, the War of Independence 
had raged for six years and was a 
stalemate. On both sides of the At-
lantic, sentiment prevailed that if 
no decisive victory was scored soon, 
the colonies would be pressured by 
both the British and their allies, the 
French, into a negotiated settlement 
with difficult compromises. The Brit-
ish would likely retain the colonies 
they occupied; Georgia, South Caro-
lina and perhaps, New York, as well 
as all the land west of the Appala-
chians Mountains.  
Washington and Rochambeau, 

French commander of the allied 
troops in America, planned a joint 
attack on New York. Meanwhile, 
British General Cornwallis moved 
his army into Yorktown, Virginia. 

The French navy blocked his escape 
by water, and the combined forc-
es of France and the U.S. cornered 
his troops between the York and 
James Rivers. A siege operation was 
undertaken and in October 1781, 
the British army surrendered. More 
than 8,000 British were taken as 
prisoners; both army soldiers and 
navy seaman, as well as thousands 
of armaments, hundreds of artillery 
pieces and over three dozen British 
ships. It was the decisive victory the 
Americans had sought!
It was not readily apparent, howev-

er, that the British surrender meant 
the end of hostilities. General Clinton 
still commanded a large contingent 
of British forces in New York. Would 
the British send reinforcements and 
continue to press the offensive? Gen-
eral Washington was not convinced 
that the victory meant an end to the 
war. King George urged Parliament 
to continue fighting, but Parliament, 
in February, 1782, moved to stop 
the war with the American colo-

nies. Benjamin Franklin, one of the 
peace commissioners appointed by 
the Continental Congress, warned, 
“We cannot be safe while they keep 
Armies in our Country.” The U.S. 
won remarkable peace terms: all 13 
colonies remained in the U.S. and 
the lands west of the Appalachians 
to the Mississippi River were ceded 
to the U.S. This was territory the na-
tive Americans had occupied for cen-
turies. Within 50 years, they would 
be banished from these homelands. 
The Anglo-American negotiations 
concluded with the Treaty of Paris of 
1783, nearly two years after the sur-
render at Yorktown.  Tens of thou-
sands of loyal British subjects who 

lived in the colonies left their homes 
and livelihoods for exile. In exhilara-
tion, the new nation now began the 
difficult work of hammering out a 
government. 
Don’t miss out on the Wakulla 

County Historical Society’s signature 
America 250 celebration. “Threads 
through Time”: a historic costume 
fashion show and tea. History told 
through the clothes we wore.  Satur-
day, Sept. 12, 2 to 5 p.m.
At the Crawfordville Women’s 

Club. Tickets for sale at wakullahis-
tory.org. Limited seats available!

Andrea Carter, President 
Wakulla County Historical Society 

Editor, The Sun:

This year’s Blue Crab Festival will 
be held on Saturday, Sept. 26th in 
Panacea’s Woolley Park. The parade 
will be on Hwy 98 and starts at 10 
a.m. with line-up at 9:30a.m. Parade 
entry forms are available on-line at 

VisitPanacea.org/Blue-Crab-Fes-
tival. Send your completed form to 
Wakullaoptimist@yahoo.com. Coast-
al Optimist Club is in charge of orga-
nizing the parade. Entrants will re-
ceive an email to let them know their 
place in the line-up. Email danielsj@
rocketmail.com with any questions. 
We hope everyone will come and join 
us for a lot of fun.

Jo Ann Daniels, President
Coastal Optimist Club

Editor, The Sun:

August 25 was a sad day for many 
people. Dolly Parton passed away 
from cancer. 
Wakulla Community Theater is 

hosting a “Celebration of Dolly” on 
Oct. 2 qt 7 p.m. at the Sopchop-

py Theater and Conference Center 
(Old Sopchoppy School Auditorium). 
Doors will open at 6:30. Dolly songs 
will be performed by many awesome 
singers. There will also be raffles, 
trivia, a silent auction and a Dolly 
look-alike contest! Civic Brewing Co. 
will be selling beer and wine onsite. 
Proceeds from this event will help 
Wakulla High School Theater pay for 
districts. 
Purchase your tickets at: wakulla-

communitytheater.org.

Passing of Judge Sanders Sauls
By WILLIAM SNOWDEN

Editor

It is with great sad-
ness I note the passing of 
retired Circuit Judge N. 
Sanders Sauls on Satur-
day, Aug. 28. He was the 
circuit judge assigned 
to Wakulla County for 
many years.
Back in the old days, 

I’d sometimes bring one 
of my three daughters 

to work with me, usu-
ally on court days, and 
we’d sit in Judge Sauls’ 
courtroom. My youngest 
daughter, Harper, mis-
understood the judge’s 
last name and called him 
“Judge Saucer.”
He gained notoriety in 

the 2000 election debacle 
and presided over Gore 
v. Bush in Leon Coun-
ty. When the Florida 

Supreme Court rejected 
his decision, he stepped 
down from the case with-
out explanation.
A lot of news stories 

from that time described 
him as “folksy.” I always 
thought he was down-
to-earth, and didn’t have 
time for folderol. And he 
had a wry sense of hu-
mor.
I recall one time he 

ordered bailiffs to take 
a disruptive defendant 
and duct tape his mouth 
shut. 
A Celebration of Life 

will be held on Thursday, 
Sept. 3, at Golden Eagle 
in Tallahassee at 2 p.m.

William Snowden is 
the editor and publisher 
of The Wakulla Sun.
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From Front Page

able. It should be used only when 
we are satisfied that it meets the 
standards of our agency and can be 
implemented responsibly.
In reaching this decision, I reviewed 

our agency’s experience with the sys-
tem, consulted with members of my 
team, examined the information gath-
ered during the evaluation period, and 
listened to questions and feedback 
from Wakulla County residents.
I have always believed that serving 

as Sheriff means being willing to lis-

ten. Our citizens have raised thought-
ful questions about this technology, 
and I take those concerns seriously. 
Listening does not mean making de-
cisions based on the loudest voice in 
the room. It means considering com-
munity feedback alongside the facts, 
our operational experience, and our 
responsibility to keep people safe.
Maintaining the public’s trust is 

more important than the use of any 
single technology. Our responsibility 
is not to defend a system simply be-
cause we agreed to evaluate it. Our 
responsibility is to examine the facts, 
learn from our experience, identify 
concerns when they arise, and de-
termine whether the results justify 
continued use.

This decision applies specifically 
to WCSO’s use of and participation 
in the current Flock ALPR program. 
Because the contract is held by FDLE, 
the Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office is 
not terminating or modifying the con-
tract itself. Rather, WCSO is ending its 
participation in and use of the system.
Our deputies and detectives will 

continue using established investiga-
tive resources and proven law enforce-
ment methods to identify suspects, 
locate wanted and missing persons, 
recover stolen property, investigate 
criminal activity, and protect our 
community.
I will continue looking for responsi-

ble ways to provide our personnel with 
the resources they need to perform an 

increasingly difficult job. Being a re-
sponsible steward of public resources 
means being willing to explore new 
ideas that may help us operate more 
effectively. It also means being will-
ing to discontinue the use of a tool 
when our experience gives us reason 
to do so. That is part of responsible 
leadership.
The citizens of Wakulla County 

expect us to protect them, listen to 
them, preserve their trust, and use 
public resources wisely. Those are 
not competing priorities. They are all 
part of the commitment I made to the 
people of Wakulla County, and they 
will continue to guide every decision 
I make as Sheriff.

From Front Page

make sure that we’re maintaining a 
very high standard,” said Class, “be-
cause it would be unfair for us to go 
out and ask the public to do less … or 
more than what we do.”
The adult cats, once spayed or neu-

tered, are allowed to free-roam. In 
the catio area, the adult cats are giv-
en many activities and toys to play 
with, including a giant exercise wheel, 
scratching posts, “ball tracks,” and 
wand toys. Their freedom allows for 

natural socialization before adoption, 
getting them used to interactions with 
humans and other cats.
As for the shelter’s kittens — theirs 

is a separate room, across the hall 
from the adults.
Additionally, the shelter has 18 

dog kennels – nine on either side of 
the building – which each afford the 
pooches space to stretch their legs.
Beyond adoption, though, the shel-

ter also works with 40 foster families 
in the county and surrounding areas 
year-round. Animals unable to stay at 
the shelter’s physical location, wheth-
er due to capacity limits, behavioral 
issues, or simply the need for more 

hands-on care, are taken in by foster 
families.
To apply to foster, Class told the 

Wakulla Sun, the process is “very sim-
ilar to [their] adoption application.”
Since its beginning, the shelter has 

relied on funding from taxpayer dol-
lars, which they receive through the 
county budget. This may change soon.
In recent weeks, the Wakulla Ani-

mal Group, or WAG, has been in talks 
with Wakulla over a possible transfer 
of ownership of the Wakulla County 
Animal Shelter. For WAG to run the 
facility, it would reportedly cost the 
group a minimum of $300,000 a year.
Teresa Brannan of WAG called it 

premature to speculate on. “The Stra-
tegic Organizational and Restructur-
ing Plan is still a proposal and has not 
yet been approved by the County Com-
missio,” she said..
Class is optimistic that it won’t come 

to this. 
“I don’t think it’s gonna be a thing … 

because it takes a lot of money to run 
this, and I think they’ve kind of decid-
ed that’s something they’re not ready 
to take on,” he said.

If interested in fostering or adopting, 
visit 1 Oak St, Crawfordville FL 32327, 
or their page on adoptapet.com.

Wakulla Crossroads
By VERNA BROCK

In Wakulla County, we have watched 
the transmografication of the south-
west corner and parking lot of the 
Community Center over the past few 
months, as a brand spanking new ed-
ifice is erected there. For the very first 
time in Wakulla County’s history, a 
public library has been designed, fund-
ed and built for that exact purpose.
The first tiny storefront library ap-

peared in the 1970s, when Leon County 
entered an agreement with the Wakulla 
Board of County Commissioners to pro-
vide library extension services. Opened 
across from the Courthouse, the Leon 
County Public Library operated it with 
limited funding from Wakulla. I bet you 
can imagine how well that played out. 
The BOCC chafed at having no actu-

al vote in how the branch was run, even 
though they were contributing funding. 
Eventually, the Wakulla County BOCC 
decided the County would assume full 
responsibility for a small public library. 
It opened in the historic courthouse 
building, which is now used as the 
Chamber of Commerce in Crawford-
ville. Three stories tall, it is the last ex-
ample of a nineteenth-century wooden 
Florida courthouse. The State of Flor-
ida considers the building a priceless 
architectural treasure, as do Wakulla’s 
citizens. 
As a library, however, it faced signif-

icant challenges. Housing heavy book 
stacks above the first floor level was 
impossible without endangering the 
structural stability of the entire build-
ing. There was no elevator, making a 
lot of the building inaccessible to any-

one with physical limitations. It lacked 
central heat and air, which prevented 
the true climate control necessary for 
materials’ preservation and protection.
Inevitably, due to population growth 

throughout Wakulla and the need for 
a more practical facility, the library 
moved to its current location in Medart. 
It prospered there for the past 20-plus 
years, even undergoing an expansion, 
but once again began to experience 
growing pains. After much effort and 
planning by library staff, a construc-
tion grant was written, submitted and 
awarded. We were on the way to a 
bright new library.
Now, in a few short weeks, we will 

be welcomed into an amazing facil-
ity that can serve our citizens for de-
cades to come. I can’t wait to attend 
the grand opening, and tour this new 
iteration of the Wakulla County Public 
Library! What new literary heights will 
be scaled, what flights of imagination 

will take wing, and how many children 
will become lifelong readers? All thanks 
to the vision of librarians, citizens, and 
government working in partnership to 
provide a warm and welcoming hub for 
learning and growing!
A quick update on the never-ending 

tale of the traveling euphonium before I 
close. Since August 22nd the horn has 
(reportedly) remained stranded in Cale-
don, Ontario...again TWO THOUSAND 
miles from the actual seller. There have 
been no updates concerning any move-
ment of the instrument. But! Ed did 
receive a $10 invoice from UPS for con-
firming Customs did not charge him for 
their repeated inspections as the errant 
euphonium repeatedly crossed interna-
tional lines. Keep in mind the not-in-
significant shipping costs already paid 
for mailing a small tuba hither and yon!
Anyone want to offer odds on wheth-

er this horn ever makes it to the Sta-
tion? Until next week, wish us luck! 

Sopchoppy News
By DJ BUTCH

Sopchoppy get ready for Depot days 
September 12 (9-1) in downtown Sop-
choppy! Big wheel race, classic car pa-
rade, food  and vendors! I will be play-
ing the oldie goldie classics and hosting 
the event.I really love the classic cars! 
Special thank you to Dave aka DTB for 
helping make this event awesome. This 
will be a great time. Bring the family 
and come on out and enjoy another 
great festival. 
We have been getting rain lately and 

we really needed it. The weather wasn’t 
as hot with the overcast but it is still 
hot! 

Duke Energy came and trimmed the 
trees around the power lines. I see we 
have some water in the ditches final-
ly. I wonder if the crawfish have came 
back. 
I recently went to the St. Pete Open. 

It is the world’s largest spearfishing 
tournament. Tyler and Jesse from 
Trident restaurant entered with Matt 
and Kade. Tyler and Jesse are from 
Sopchoppy. JF and I were just going 
for fun. These guys are diving past 80 
miles offshore in water up to 200 feet 
deep. I love fishing but I like to be on 
the boat…haha. We had a blast! Jesse 
won a spear gun. We also celebrated 
my birthday. We enjoyed St. Pete and 

we also visited Hard Rock in Tampa. It 
was an absolute amazing adventure. I 
saw dolphins and all kinds of fish. We 
had a blast. 
I heard we have a new business 

opening in Sopchoppy! The Corner 
marsh with home decor and more. Also 
Marsh and mane hair co. They will 
have a grand opening the same day as 
the Depot Days festival on September 
12 from 9am-1pm. 
Please if you travel to Sopchoppy 

stop at our stop signs. A lot of people 
don’t stop and we have a lot of walkers, 
pets, golf carts, kids, scooters, skate-
boarders and bikes.  Please don’t speed 
and always stop. Also don’t throw 
trash out! We have a beautiful city and 
we love visitors but please have respect 
and keep our city beautiful. 

I had a meeting at the historic Sop-
choppy School recently. A lot of amaz-
ing things are happening! New floors, 
pictures going up. New events! I’m so 
happy! 
I fought for this school! I spoke at the 

city meeting! I love my school! My mom 
went to high school there, I went to el-
ementary and my son went to pre-K. 
This is part of our charm, our history! 
This will continue to bring joy, amazing 
events and revenue. Some couldn’t see 
the vision but I’m glad it is being used 
and upgraded. 
Some things in life are worth fight-

ing for. I love Sopchoppy! I love my 
school! I’ll always be a Yellow Jacket. 
My hometown and my heart! Til next 
time.. sending you all love and good 
vibes from Sopchop! 

MARY WALLACE
Capital City Home Loans

“Seeing all our 
businesses come 

together  to support 
each other and the fact 
that everyone forgives 

me and laughs off 
my pronunciations of 

names.”

DAVID HARVEY
Retired Sheriff

I like seeing all the 
new faces, some 

are about 50 years 
younger than me.”

Polled at the Wakulla Chamber of Commerce luncheon at Wakulla Springs Lodge:

TODD ACKER
Akuritlabs

The people! I 
really like the 

drawings also, and 
I especially like it if 

I win.”

“I really like that they 
give the opportunity 

for businesses to speak 
and the drawings and 

giveaways. It makes me 
realize how small our 
community really is.”

SEAN GELLIS
Gellis Law

Polled at the Wakulla Chamber of Commerce luncheon at Wakulla Springs Lodge:Polled at the Wakulla Chamber of Commerce luncheon at Wakulla Springs Lodge:
– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

DONNA FRITSCHE
Florida Wild Mammal Assoc.

“I love how the 
businesses support 

one another.” 

What do you like best about Chamber luncheons?

Flock cameras

Animal shelter

http://www.thewakullasun.com
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Darby
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Trimming
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Licensed & Insured

By MARJ LAW

My friend Polly has 
decided to purchase a 
handgun. She wants it 
for her purse, for her 
bedside, in her car and 
in an inside-the-waist-
band holster. And may-
be in her pocket, too, 
when she has a large 
enough pocket.
“Looks like you want 

a one-size-fits all mod-
el!” I laugh.
“Yes. I sorta do. I’m 

looking at four different 
.380s. Two of them will 
fit in a purse, pocket or 
holster. But the other 
two are larger. They 
won’t fit nicely in my 
purse or pocket. Now, 
I’ve heard that the larg-
er ones will shoot more 
accurately because they 
have longer barrels, but 
I’m not sure I believe 
that.”
“Yes, Polly. Generally, 

you are correct. Longer 
barrels have more ri-
fling. The longer barrel 
allows the pressure to 
accelerate the bullet to 
a faster speed. Also, it’s 
like when the quarter-
back throws the foot-
ball. Have you noticed 
how he rolls it when he 
throws it? He’s putting 
a spin on it. The spin 

makes the football fly 
faster, longer and more 
accurately. The same is 
true of the projectile fly-
ing from your handgun. 
The more spin equals a 
truer, faster bullet.”
“Is that the only rea-

son the longer-barreled 
guns might shoot bet-
ter?” she asks.
“Another reason is 

that the sight radius is 
longer.”
“The sight radius?” 

She echoes, wondering.
“That’s the distance 

between front and back 
sights. AI says: ‘A longer 
sight radius generally 
improves accuracy by 
allowing for better align-
ment of the sights.’”
“So, when was the 

last time AI shot a hand-
gun?” Polly’s sounding a 
little snotty. Maybe be-
cause she herself needs 
to line up sights to see 
the difference. 
“OK, Polly. We’re go-

ing to talk turkey. We’re 
going to the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office 
range to shoot those 
four different .380 hand-
guns you’ve been look-
ing at. Then you’ll tell 
me which shoots better. 
Two of them are micro 
compact and about the 
same size. The other 
two are compact and 
about the same size. 
Since you just told me 
(although I’m not sure 
you believe it) that the 
longer-barreled guns 
may be more accurate, 
let’s see if that’s true.”
“OK. And our discov-

ery might just help me 
choose the gun for me.”
“Let’s begin with the 

smaller handguns,” I 
suggest. “Since we’ve 
talked about the WCSO 
range rules, and you’ve 

got your eye and ear pro-
tection and understand 
the difference between 
‘hot’ and ‘cold,’ let’s be-
gin. This is the Sig Sau-
er P238. It will fit into 
what you’ve described 
you want: something 
for the purse, holster, 
bedside and car.”
“Super!” she agrees. 

“Show me by shooting 
it!”
“This is about what 

will fit your needs, not 
mine,” I object.
“Nuh-huh. ”  Po l l y 

stands her ground. “I’m 
going to watch you shoot 
all four. Then, I’ll shoot. 
So, you shoot that baby 
.380.”
“Remember, Polly, 

what you see and what I 
do here is all subjective. 
You may find different 
answers for yourself 
when you shoot.”
“That’s OK. Watching 

you will help me a lot, 
but I will try them all 
later, too.”
I haven’t shot this 

Sig P238 in a while. Oh, 
well. The range is ‘hot,’ 
so it’s all right to shoot. 
We’re at the shooting 
bench, and 5 rounds are 
in the magazine. I plant 
my feet, and aim. 
Blam!
Well, that wasn’t so 

good. But, hey. At least 
it hit the 8-inch target. 
I shoot the next four 
rounds. 
“That’s not terribly 

impressive shooting,” 
notes Polly. “I saw your 
hands go upwards when 
you shot. Looks like that 
gun has a lotta kick.”
“Yes. It has more than 

I recall, but not a whole 
lot. I haven’t shot it in 
some time. But it fits 
nicely in my hand. You 
and I both have small 
hands. And, by the way, 
I did hit the target each 
time.”
“Let’s see if you can 

get closer to the x-ring 
with the Sig  Sauer 
365/380,” she chal-
lenges. 
I aim and shoot an-

other five rounds. Trig-
ger pull on the 365 
seems a bit stronger 
than the P238. 
Polly looks at the tar-

get.
“Since you’ve been 

shooting for so many 
years, I thought you’d 
hit a few x-rings. But at 
least all these 5 rounds 
hit the target, too,” she 
observes and continues: 
“But your hands didn’t 
rise so much with this 
gun. Guess it doesn’t 
kick so much.”
She ’ s  r i gh t .  The 

365/380 seems to have 
a bit less recoil than 
the P238. Again, as it is 
such a small gun, it fits 
my hand well. Both the 
P238 and the 365/380 
have long enough grips 
that my pinky doesn’t 
dangle.
“Maybe I’ll see you get 

an X-ring with the larger 
Smith & Wesson Shield 
EZ,” she says hopefully. 
“The longer barrel might 
help you.”
No, I’m not even a 

little frustrated at her 
insistence that I get an 
X-ring. Right? I go on to 
tell her: “The EZ is really 
an easy gun to operate. 
It’s my favorite for the 
mature woman.” Polly 
snickers. Polly’s my age. 
I don’t know what the 
snickering’s about.
“Notice how easy it 

is to rack the slide?” 
I  demonstrate. Yes, 
the EZ does have the 
easiest slide. “Trigger 
pull is lighter than the 
365/380. And trigger 
travel on all three guns 
is quite light.”
“Let’s see how this 

gun shoots,” Polly sug-
gests. “The gun is larger 
than the other two.” She 

steps back as I get ready 
to shoot.
“Wow! Your hands 

hardly rose at all when 
you shot this one,” she 
notices. “And your five 
rounds did get closer to 
the X-ring than with the 
other two.”
Dang. And I thought 

I’d do rather a lot better 
with the EZ. It really is 
fun to shoot. And it’s so 
easy to load, as well. It 
loads like some of the 
.22s do, with a button 
you pull down on the 
magazine. Pull down, 
plop a round in. Easy. I 
used an UpLula to make 
the others easier to load.
Polly is correct about 

her observation of the 
EZ’s recoil. Kick on the 
EZ is lighter than on 
either of the smaller 
handguns. 
“OK. Last one,” she 

says. I’m shooting the 
Ruger Security .380 this 
time.
“This is my least fa-

vorite .380,” I say, want-
ing to hear she’s not ex-
pecting me to be hitting 
the X-ring with the last 
five rounds. “As I recall, 
it kicks more than the 
EZ, and doesn’t have 
quite as light a trigger. 
So, don’t expect a lot. 
But remember, if all 
rounds are consistently 
hitting the target, all 
of these guns could be 
good defensive weapons 
for you should you like 
the way they handle for 
yourself.”
I shoot five rounds 

with the Ruger. Huh. 
“You shot better this 

time! All five got on the 
target like they did with 
the other guns, but now 
your groupings are clos-
er to the X-ring! And I 
notice your hands didn’t 
rise each time you shot!”
Yes. Holes on the tar-

get are closer to the 
X-ring. On my least fa-

vorite .380, yet. Or so I 
thought. Things change.
“Shooting off-hand is 

good practice, too,” I tell 
Polly. “If for any reason 
you can’t use your dom-
inant hand, practicing 
with your off-hand is a 
good idea.”
I load five rounds and 

shoot with my left hand. 
Huh. Then, I put in my 
last six rounds. Huh. 
Go figure. Out of 11 
shots, four hit bull’s-
eyes. For the first time, 
Polly looks impressed.
“OK. You hit the tar-

get with all 4 hand-
guns,” she says. “So, 
depending on how I like 
the way they shoot and 
depending on the way 
they fit my hands, any 
of them could work for 
me. I noticed, though, 
that the somewhat-larg-
er guns did show tight-
er groupings on the 
targets. And how is it 
that you shot the Ru-
ger off-hand and got 4 
bull’s-eyes? I thought 
the Ruger was your least 
favorite.”
Maybe I paid more 

attention to stance and 
grip since I shot those 
last 11 rounds with my 
off hand. Maybe it got 
cooler outside. Maybe 
the wind didn’t blow. 
Who knows? All four 
of the .380s are great 
little handguns. If you 
can shoot all your am-
munition into an 8-inch 
target, you should be 
able to save your life 
if Mr. Bad breaks into 
your home. 
You don’t always need 

to get an X-ring.

Marj Law is the for-
mer director of Keep 
Wakulla County Beau-
tiful who has become 
an avid shooter in re-
tirement.

Polly wants a .380. Which one?

Retired park ranger Robert 
� ompson was on his wildlife 
survey at Wakulla Springs last 
week and shot this photo of an 

osprey � ying.
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Late season migration
By DON MORROW

On my way into the St. 
Marks National Wildlife 
Refuge the other morning, 
I made a few stops along 
Lighthouse Road to listen 
for night birds. 
There was no moon. The 

only light was from starsh-
ine, the flashes of fireflies 
in the woods and the oc-
casional brighter flashing 
of lightning from a distant 
thunderhead. It was hot, 
already in the low 80s, but 
that’s just part of late Au-
gust along the Gulf. 
Summer is ending. There 

are signs if you look: school 
buses and the first weekend 
of college football. Out at 
the refuge there are more 
primal signs. Horsemint is 
blooming and the first red 
fruiting cones of sweetbay 
magnolia are now ripe. 
The tempo of fall mi-

gration is increasing. Two 
million birds have already 
crossed through St. Marks, 
most just flying over the 
refuge in the dark. East-
ern Kingbirds, diurnal mi-
grants, overnight at the ref-
uge during fall migration. In 
the morning you can watch 
them rise out of the marsh-
es. On some mornings in 
late summer, they may 
number into the hundreds 
or low thousands.
There are Northern Yellow 

Warblers headed to Bolivia. 
Seven other migrant war-
bler species have also been 
recorded at the refuge this 
August: Hooded, Prairie, 
Palm & Northern Parula 
Warbler, American Red-
start, and both Louisiana 
& Northern Waterthrush. A 
general movement of birds 
is taking place, following a 
millennia-old pattern. I had 
my first returning Bald Ea-
gle as the last of the Swal-
low-tailed and Mississippi 
Kites moved out. 
This is the peak of fall mi-

gration for both Royal Terns 
and Black Skimmers. Large 
flocks have been lounging 
on Lighthouse Pool. On one 
day I counted 164 skim-
mers. 
Duck migration is also 

beginning to pick up. I had 
23 Blue-winged Teal last 
week. They are always the 
first ducks to come through.
Species richness and 

overall numbers of shore-
birds are unusually high 
this year. During the ref-
uge shorebird surveys this 
month I have recorded 25 
species. 
In late summer, our 

breeding shorebirds leave, 
a few wintering shorebirds 
arrive, but mostly the ref-
uge sees streams of migrant 
shorebirds on their way 
to wintering grounds in 
the Caribbean and South 

America. 
Shorebird numbers rise 

modestly through Septem-
ber, but this masks the con-
stant turnover of transiting 
shorebirds passing through 
the refuge.
Shorebird numbers at the 

refuge have increased faster 
than in a normal year and 
when numbers increase in 
late summer, what we’re 
seeing is an increase in the 
pace of migration. There are 
also more shorebird species 
that usually take a more 
westerly route, like Ameri-
can Golden Plover and Wil-
son’s Phalarope. An eBird 
record of 14 phalaropes was 
set at the refuge this month.
The peak of fall migration 

at the refuge happens over 
the next two months. 
While you should cer-

tainly vote in the upcoming 
elections and follow the 
progress of your favorite 
college football team, it will 
be better for your mental 
health if you also remem-
ber to schedule time to 
come down to the refuge to 
monitor the changing of the 
seasons and the migration 
of birds.
Someone has to do it.

Don  Mor row can  be 
reached at donaldcmorrow@
gmail.com.

BIRDING AT THE REFUGE

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences
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Best fishing days this month
Best fishing day(s) is in the center of date ranges.

Moon Illumination
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Moon Illumination

City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.
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7 Best hunting and fishing based on solunar times: MAJOR feeding periods are 2 hours long, centered on the solunar time. MINOR feeding periods are only 1 hour long, again centered on the solunar time.
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Underwater    WakullaBy Gregg Stanton

Zero to Hero. January 24, 2013

In a time when near instant gratification is possible 
because of the internet, many are expecting similar 
options from all aspects of life.
An email arrives with the expectation of immediate 
response. When I don’t, the sender is offended.
Such technology permits rapid access to information 
increasing the efficiency of learning. Our younger folks 
are tuned into the internet.
Consequently, everything is speeding up.
I was told a few days ago that scuba instruction has 
been made more efficient by Internet e-learning. Stu-
dents are plugged into a distant database and structure 
automated class, and “taught” the knowledge part of 
diving.
That left the water-work half of the class to finish 
training the student in one weekend. They doubled the 
number of students, making more money. Now, diving 
instructors can be expected to focus on the water skills 
and not on the knowledge of diving!
The shop owner did say she was disappointed how 
little dive instructors understood the science of diving 
these days, but she can now blame the agency pro-
ducing the e-class when injuries happen.
When I taught diving at the university, our basic stu-
dents took 16 weeks to learn to dive. Their instructors 
took a minimum of 16 months to become a certified 
scuba instructor. They first had to pass the Dive Tech-
nology course where they mastered how our equipment 
worked and is repaired.
The next semester was dedicated to learning how to 
assist in a class (Assistant Instructor). Passing those 
tough exams let the candidate move on to Dive Master, 
training to manage the risk of diving.
Passing those exams and supervising dive operations 
allowed the individual to enter a formal instructor 
course leading up to a battery of practical and aca-
demic tests at the end of the fourth semester.
Of course, everyone worked around the basic students 
every semester, a type of mentoring program from the 
top down.
Today we find people who only learned how to dive a 
year ago, teaching others to dive with little experience 
or understanding themselves. We call this a “zero to 
hero” situation.
I often speak to folks looking for refresher courses just 
to better understand what was missing from their basic 
scuba class. Pick your instructor and their training 
program carefully. Then take the time to soak up the 
information and skills to make diving truly enjoyable. 
Then find like-minded friends and go diving in the 
water.
Once comfortable, expand into new diving areas and 
skills. Diving is full of opportunity best taken as a 
journey, not a destination.
And like so many things off the Internet, let the buyer 
beware!

Editor’s Note: This is a repeat of a column from 
2013.
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A perspective on labor for Labor Day

By SHERYL H. BOLDT
  
Bert and I were sad-

dened to learn that our 
friend Wallace had only 
weeks to live due to ad-
vanced leukemia. 

Six months later, al-

though he never went 
into remission, he re-
bounded so well that 
the hospice house dis-
charged him, allowing 
him to return home for 
a short while.

Throughout his or-
deal, even while in the 
hospice house, Wallace 
prayed, “Father, You’ve 
kept me alive this long. 
What do You have left 
for me to accomplish?”

What an example! 
Wallace could have eas-
ily justified putting his 
feet up and taking it 
easy for whatever time 

he had left. Yet even in 
the face of fatigue, he 
wanted to live out the 
rest of his life faithfully.

What if you and I lived 
each day as if Ephe-
sians 2:10 (ESV) was 
true? “For we are his 
workmanship, creat-
ed in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, 
that we should walk in 
them.” As if the One Who 
created us had actually 
prepared a plan for ev-
ery day of our lives?

We love the permis-
sion Labor Day gives us 

to rest from our work. 
So, without detracting 
from all that Labor Day 
entails, I’d like to sug-
gest we look at our work 
differently. Perhaps if 
we asked God to show 
us how to serve Him 
in everything we invest 
our time and sweat into 
(work and leisure), it 
could change our per-
spective. 

How might our lives 
change if we asked God, 
“What have You pre-
pared for me to do today, 
Lord?” 

What i f  we asked 

this every day at work, 
school or home? 

Wouldn’t this affect 
not only our day but 
everything we labor to-
ward? Especially if we 
did it all with a humble 
and cheerful attitude? 
It would give even mun-
dane tasks meaning. 

It’s been about 10 
years since Wallace left 
us. I wish I could thank 
him for modeling how to 
live and work well. 

By God’s grace, I want 
to live out the plan God 
has prepared for me 
each and every day, for 

as long as I’m able. 
Every time I’m tempt-

ed to waste another day, 
I want to think about 
the look that must have 
been on Wallace’s face 
when His Lord and Sav-
ior said, … “Well done, 
my good and faithful 
servant.”

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the blog, 
www.TodayCanBeDif-
ferent.net. Connect with 
her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

OUT TO PASTOR

By CHERYL CRUCE

There was something 
special about that little 
red mat. It stayed fold-
ed with 27 other mats 
along the back wall of 
the classroom until the 
afternoon. 

After lunch, we 
would each claim our 
mat and find a little 
space on the floor for 
our afternoon nap. We 
had a small blanket or 
beach towel from home 
to cover us, and for a 
little while, the class-

room became quiet.
I remember lying 

there, quietly wish-
ing the time would 
pass by. I would watch 
the teacher grade the 
morning’s work and 
somehow with the tick-
ing of the clock I would 
drift off to sleep. Even-
tually, we would awak-
en, gather our things, 
and return to our les-
sons until it was time 
for the bus ride home.

It was simple. And 
it was long ago. Six-
ty years have passed, 
with so much happen-
ing in those in-between 
spaces of life. We grew 
up. We fell in love. 
There were weddings 
and promises – some 
kept and some broken. 
There were children to 
raise and, before we 
knew it, grandchildren 
filling our lives with 

joy. And somewhere 
along the way, there 
were moments we wish 
we could undo.

There were celebra-
tions we never wanted 
to end and goodbyes 
we never wanted to 
say. There were gains 
and there were losses. 
There were dreams that 
came true and others 
that quietly slipped 
away. There were mo-
ments of laughter and 
moments that left their 
own kind of ache. 

Through it all, we 
learned that life doesn’t 
move in a straight line 
from one destination 
to another. There are 
spaces in between – 
years we don’t always 
notice while we’re living 
them, filled with expe-
riences that somehow 
become our lives.

And even now, I have 

come to appreciate the 
afternoon nap. I have 
also come to treasure 
those in-between spac-
es where I was never 
alone. Perhaps that is 
why the words of Ec-
clesiastes have become 
more meaningful to 
me with the passing 
of time. King Solomon 
writes that there is a 
season for everything 
and a time for every 
matter under the heav-
ens. 

There was a time for 
the innocence of child-
hood and all that came 
with it. A time to grow. 
A time for beginnings, 
a time for laughter and 
tears, a time for hold-
ing on and letting go, 
and a time for endings. 

Looking back, I can 
see seasons I didn’t un-
derstand while I was 
living them. Some were 

beautiful. Some were 
painful. Some seemed 
to last forever, while 
others passed before I 
realized they had be-
gun. And yet, each one 
became part of my sto-
ry.

Maybe that is the gift 
of growing older. We 
begin to understand 
that life isn’t made 
up of only the big mo-
ments. It is also made 
up of the quiet spaces 
between them – the or-
dinary afternoons, the 
waiting, the changes, 
the times when we ar-
en’t quite sure what 
comes next.

The little girl on the 
red mat wanted the af-
ternoon to hurry along. 
Today, I think I would 
tell her to rest a little 
longer – to linger in the 
innocence of her youth. 
The clock will keep 

ticking and the lessons 
will come. The bus will 
arrive to take her home 
as the seasons of life 
continue. 

For life has a way 
of moving us forward, 
whether we are ready 
or not. And that is what 
we learn with age – that 
God was always pres-
ent in the in-between 
spaces of our lives, car-
rying us through each 
season, even when we 
didn’t know He was 
there.

 So teach us to num-
ber our days, that we 
may gain a heart of 
wisdom. Psalm 90:12

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

The in-between spaces
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YOU ARE WELCOME
No Pressure. No Pretending.

Just a loving family seeking to serve God and others.

Sunday Worship - 10 AM
(Also on Facebook) 

3383 Coastal Hwy,
Crawfordville, FL
(850) 745- 8412

Dr. James Needham, Pastor

By JAMES SNYDER

This week I experi-
enced a little “situa-
tion.” I was in the bath-
room getting ready to 
take a shower when, for 
some reason, I slipped 
and went crashing to 
the floor.

At my age, this is a 
rather serious “situa-
tion.” I fell on my left 
leg, and all I could think 
of was that I broke my 
hip, and now I’m going 
to have a hip replace-
ment. I tried to get that 
out of my mind, but for 
some reason it lingered.

I’m not exactly sure 
what my problem was, 
but I could not get up. 
What bothered me was 
whether I should call 
for The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage 
to help me or lie there 
struggling to get up.

Of course, I chose the 

latter and tried my best 
to get up off that floor.

At that time, I was 
not feeling any pain, 
but I was worried that 
because of my fall I 
broke something. I 
knew I needed help, so 
after much thought I 
decided to call for The 
Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage. That 
was the last thing I 
wanted to do, and I 
knew that I would live 
with that for the rest 
of my life. It may even 
leak into eternity; I’m 
not sure.

I threw my pride into 
the toilet and called out 
for her to come and 
help me. Believe me, I 
tried as hard as I could 
to solve my problem. 
Over the years, I have 
discovered that The 
Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage can solve 
any problem, so my 
choice was obvious.

She came and saw 
me splattered all over 
the bathroom f loor 
and asked, “What hap-
pened?”

I knew an exposé 
on what happened in 
the bathroom wouldn’t 
solve any of my prob-
lems. I just looked at 

her and said, “Can you 
help me get up?”

I  was anxious to 
know the full extent of 
my injuries. Within 30 
minutes of her helping 
me, I finally was able to 
get out of the bathroom 
and into the bedroom 
on my bed. That was 
the longest 30 minutes 
of my life.

I sat on the bed for 
a few moments, trying 
to assess my situation. 
I checked my leg for 
swelling or pain, and 
thankfully, I had no 
broken bones and my 
hip was working just 
fine. I sighed a deep 
sigh of relief at that 
point.

The only thing I had 
was some fatigue in 
my left leg. It wasn’t 
anything serious; I felt 
confident I didn’t need 
to go to the hospital for 
an examination. Every 
time I go to the hos-
pital, they find six or 
more things wrong that 
I never even thought 
of. So, I decided to rest 
at home and work on 
my boo-boo, hoping it 
would heal on its own.

For  the last  two 
weeks I’ve had to walk 
with a cane. That is not 

something I ever want-
ed to do. The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parson-
age said, “Don’t you 
know that a Cane can 
make you Able?”

I looked at her with 
a very suspicious stare 
because I remembered 
what Cain did to Abel. 
Oh boy, what am I in 
for?

I’ve had to face worse 
physical problems than 
this, and I was happy 
that I didn’t have to 
go to the hospital. It 
just meant that I would 
have to slow down and 
let everything work out.

A lot of things in 
life really zap you of 
strength. I know I’ve 
been hit with a lot of 
“pie-in-the-face” stuff 
throughout life. Some-
times this stuff is exag-
gerated to make it seem 
worse than it really is.

I remember going to 
the hospital one time 
thinking I had a lot of 
health problems that I 
would have to deal with 
for some time. After a 
full examination, the 
doctor came back to my 
hospital room and said, 
“As far as I can tell, you 
don’t have anything 
seriously wrong with 

you.” He smiled and 
then walked away.

I had one doctor who 
said after every exam-
ination, “Someone your 
age should have some-
thing wrong with you.” 
I kept that doctor for a 
short time and moved 
on to another doctor.

I know people take 
things seriously some-
times. Even things that 
aren’t really important; 
they exaggerate, and I 
think sometimes they 
do it to get attention.

Over the past sev-
eral weeks, I’ve been 
walking around with 
my cane, and each day 
seems better than the 
last. I don’t know how 
long I’m going to keep 
my friend, the cane, by 
my side.

I ’ ve  not iced that 
when I go out some-
where, at some stores, 
people open the door for 
me when they see me 
coming. That’s because 
my friend is by my side. 
I sure would hate to 
give that up for the rest 
of my life.

Reflecting on this, 
I see that some boo-

boos, like my fall, can 
surprisingly turn into 
blessings, reminding 
us to find hope in set-
backs.

We find this in 2 Cor-
inthians 1:3-4, “Bless-
ed be God, even the 
Father of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, the Father 
of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort; Who 
comforteth us in all 
our tribulation, that we 
may be able to comfort 
them which are in any 
trouble, by the comfort 
wherewith we ourselves 
are comforted of God.”

Sometimes it takes 
trouble to experience 
God’s  comfort .  So, 
when in trouble, look 
for God’s comfort be-
cause it’s right in front 
of you.. 

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, email 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.

What it was was a boo-boo
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Sheriff’s Report is for 
activity August 21 to 
28.  

FRIDAY, AUG. 21

• Deputies respond-
ed to Chinook Trail in 
reference to a citizen 
reporting her vehicle 
had been burglarized. 
Miscellaneous items 
were taken, including 
her Bible, purse, and 
bank cards. Case for-
warded to Criminal In-
vestigation Division.

• Walmart Asset Pro-
tection reported a de-
layed theft. Taken was 
approximately $408 
worth of unpaid mer-
chandise. Case for-
warded to CID.

SATURDAY, AUG. 22

• Tre Anderson was 
arrested for DUI af-
ter being discovered 
behind the wheel and 
highly intoxicated. 
Anderson was also 
charged with refusal to 
submit breath test. 

SUNDAY, AUG. 23

• Deputies respond-
ed to Jean Drive in ref-
erence to a citizen re-
porting a theft. Items 
taken were a genera-
tor, truck driveshaft 
and battery. He valued 
all items taken at ap-
proximately $2,100. He 
believes his son might 
be responsible for the 
theft. Case forwarded 
to CID.

• A citizen reported 
her identity had been 
comprised. An un-

known subject opened 
an account in Las Ve-
gas and $140 was 
charged against her 
credit. She wished a 
report be written for in-
formational purposes 
only.

• Deputies respond-
ed to the bridge locat-
ed on Tiger Hammock 
Road in reference to 
an overturned ATV. 
Once on scene, it was 
determined the ATV 
was inoperable and 
abandoned. The ATV 
was towed by rotation 
wrecker. 

MONDAY, AUG. 24

• A citizen reported 
an Amazon Delivery 
driver taking a Trek bi-
cycle from her proper-
ty. The delivery driver 
can be seen on home 
surveillance turning a 
camera away from the 
area of the bicycle pri-
or to taking it. Another 
camera captured the 
whole incident.

TUESDAY, AUG. 25

• Deputy Caleb 
Bushong responded to 
the sheriff’s office lobby 
in reference to an ani-
mal bite. Contact was 
made with the report-
ing person who stated 
she was just released 
from the hospital after 
being attacked by a dog 
on Aug. 24. She stated 
while out for a walk, a 
dog became aggressive 
with her and jumped 
on her. She stated she 
fell down and injured 
her knees. While down, 

the dog bit her. After a 
few moments she was 
able to fend off the dog 
and seek medical at-
tention. Animal control 
responded and con-
ducted their investiga-
tion. 

• While looking for 
a wanted subject on 
Roddenbery Sink Road, 
deputies located a sto-
len motorcycle on the 
property. The motorcy-
cle was reported stolen 
by FSU Police Depart-
ment. The motorcycle 
was towed from the 
scene by Coastal Tow-
ing. 

• A citizen reported 
a possible fraud. Possi-
bly a Walmart card was 
used with her informa-
tion, but she is not out 
any funds at this time. 

WEDNESDAY, 
AUG. 26

• Deputy Ian Kil-
bourn responded to 
Klickitat Drive and 
made contact with the 
reporting person, who 
stated an unknown 
suspect entered his un-
secured vehicle during 
the night of Aug. 25. 
He stated his center 
console was rummaged 
through, but noth-
ing was missing. He 
stated due to nothing 
missing and no sur-
veillance available, he 
did not want to pursue 
charges. 

THURSDAY, AUG. 27

• A citizen report-
ed a check of hers had 
been altered. She paid 
$350 via mail service 
for an insurance bill. 
When the check post-
ed on her account, 

she discovered it had 
been altered to $2500. 
She was unsure who 
had tampered with the 
check. Case forwarded 
to CID.

• Walmart Asset 
Protection reported 
a delayed theft. Tak-
en was approximately 
$56.74 worth unpaid 
merchandise. Case for-
warded to CID.

• Deputy Dustin 
Saba conducted a traf-
fic stop on a vehicle be-
ing operated by John 
Rueban Cruse, due to 
him having an active 
warrant out of Mobile, 
Alabama for narcot-
ics possession. Cruse 
was placed under ar-
rest and his vehicle 
was towed by rotation 
wrecker service.

FRIDAY, AUG. 28

• Deputy Caleb 
Bushong responded to 
the sheriff’s office lobby 
in reference to a fraud. 
Contact was made with 
the reporting person 
who advised $158.31 
had been taken from 
her account by a com-
pany called TransA-
merica. She advised 
she is unsure why this 
payment occurred and 
called her bank to dis-
pute the charges. The 
bank placed a hold on 
the charge and prevent-
ed any further charges 
from TransAmerica to 
occur. The bank then 
began a fraud investi-
gation to look into the 
matter. She advised 
she was able to locate a 
name of a possible sus-
pect due to the name 
being on the account. 
She wished to pursue 
charges for this inci-

dent and completed a 
sworn affidavit and a 
request for prosecution 
Case forwarded to CID.

• Deputies respond-
ed to Bay Pine Drive 
in reference to a fraud. 
Contact was made with 
the reporting person 
who advised she re-
ceived a phone call 
from an unknown per-
son telling her she had 
a warrant for her ar-
rest. The subject then 
told her that if she did 
not pay $4,000 that she 
would be arrested. She 
complied with the call-
er and sent the money 
via Bitcoin transaction 
before realizing she 
was being scammed. 

Case forwarded to CID.
• Sgt. Dylan Causs-

eaux conducted a traf-
fic stop on a vehicle 
for faulty equipment. 
Upon contact with driv-
er Steven Malphurs it 
was discovered he did 
not have a valid Florida 
Drivers License. It was 
confirmed Malphurs li-
cense was suspended/
revoked at the time of 
stop. Malphurs was ar-
rested and transported 
to the WCSO Jail Facil-
ity without incident.

Report suspicious or 
illegal activity at 850-
745-7100, or call 911 
for emergencies. 

Musicians invited to 
gospel sing 

Staff Report

Musicians are invited to participate in the 5th 
annual Crawfordville Seventh Day Adventist 
Church gospel sing on Sept. 26.

The church welcomes new vocal, instrumental 
or group participants. The church requests each 
special music presenter lead a song from a list 
to be provided. 

Contact the church at gospelsing22@yahoo.
com or call 850-888-3301. Provide your name 
or group name, church name, and title of your 
special music song.

The Crawfordville SDA Church is located at 
107 Shadeville Road.

Please 
Recycle

PUBLIC NOTICES: 
For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla Sun provides 

this Public Notice Section for all Public Notices not 
published in the Legal Notice section of the newspaper.

More Public Notices appear 
on Page 3.

Obituaries
DEATH NOTICES
• Rondee Lynn Mathis Shannon, 53 of Crawfordville 
passed away August 21, 2026.
• Caleb Anderson, 21, of Crawfordville passed away 
August 24, 2026.

• Marjorie Gill Langston, 85, of Tallahassee passed away 
August 25, 2026.
• Benjamin Jerome Litowsky, 61, of Crawfordville 
passed away August 24, 2026
Rebecca Lee Perkins “Becky”, 86, of Wakulla Station 

passed away August 30, 2026.

Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-
926-5919, www.family� c.com.

Sheriff ’s Report

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA, 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
with the Florida Retirement System. 2015-6207 EXP 5/17

RICP®

RETIREMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.
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CITY OF SOPCHOPPY
REQUST FOR PROPOSALS
OLD SOPCHOPPY SCHOOL 
CAFETERIA AND LIBRARY 

REQUST FOR PROPOSALS

September 3, 10, 2026

The City of Sopchoppy is soliciting proposals 
for the use of the old Sopchoppy High School 
cafeteria and library building located at 164 
Yellow Jacket Avenue, Sopchoppy, FL 32358.  
Statements of Qualifications will be evaluated on 
the basis of: (i) whether the proposed use is for 
profit or not for profit, (ii) the range and type of 
uses proposed, (iii) the compensation to be paid 
to the City and (iv) capital investment proposed.  
Minority enterprises are encouraged to apply.
Proposals are due at City Hall, 105 Municipal 
Avenue, Sopchoppy, FL 32358 by 10:00 am, 
Friday, September 25, 2026.   The proposals will 
be ranked by the City Commission on Tuesday, 
September 29, 2026.  Questions concerning 
this solicitation may be sent by email to Ashley 
Schilling, Municipal Clerk at ashley.schilling@
sopchoppy.org. 
The City of Sopchoppy is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace. The 
City will take affirmative steps to reasonably 
accommodate the disabled and ensure their 
needs are equitably represented in this 
solicitation. Pursuant to Title VI and the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, the Town will not exclude 
from participation in, deny the benefits of, or 
subject to discrimination anyone on the grounds 
of race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, 
religion, language, income, or family status.
Leonard Tartt, Mayor
Attest:  Ashley Schilling, Municipal Clerk
Publication Date: September 3, 2026
  

The City of Sopchoppy will hold two regular 
monthly meetings Monday, September 14, 
2026, at 6:30 p.m. and Tuesday, September 29, 
2026, at 3:00 p.m. Both meetings will be held at 
City Hall, 105 Municipal Avenue, Sopchoppy, FL.

City of Sopchoppy
Notice of Public Meeting

Persons with a disability needing a special accommodation 
should contact the City of Sopchoppy, Administration 
Office at least two (2) days prior to the meeting at (850) 
962-4611.

Purpose of Meeting: General Business.
If a person decides to appeal any decision made by 
the board, agency, or commission with respect to any 
matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he or 
she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, 
for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that 
verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which 
record includes the testimony and evidence upon 
which the appeal is to be based.

Sept. 3, 2026

The Wakulla County Planning Commission and Board 
of County Commissioners propose to consider the 
following and adopt the following by ordinance. Public 
Hearings are scheduled regarding the following before 
the Wakulla County Planning Commission on 
Monday, September 14, 2026, beginning at 6:00 PM, 
unless otherwise noted below or as time permits 
and before the Wakulla County Board of County 
Commissioners on Monday, September 21, 2026, 
beginning at 6:00 PM, unless otherwise noted below 
or as time permits. All public hearings will be held at 
the County Commission Chambers located west of the 
County Courthouse at 29 Arran Road, Crawfordville, 
Florida 32327. Interested parties are invited to attend 
and present testimony.
Application for Comprehensive Plan Text 
Amendment: CP26-02
Applicant:  Wakulla County
Proposal:  Consider adoption of an ordinance amending the               
Comprehensive Plan Pertaining to the Public Schools Facility
Element and Capital Improvements Element
Hearings Required:  Planning Commission:  Monday, 
September 14, 2026 @ 6:00 P.M.
Board of County Commissioners: Monday, September 
21, 2026 @ 6:00 P.M.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
AMENDING AND REVISING POLICY 2.3.1 OF 
THE PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITIES ELEMENT 
OF THE WAKULLA COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE 
GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLAN AS ADOPTED 
BY ORDINANCE NO. 18-24, AS AMENDED; 
AMENDING AND REVISING POLICIES 1.8 AND 
7.1 OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS ELEMENT 
OF THE WAKULLA COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE 
GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLAN AS ADOPTED BY 
ORDINANCE NO. 18-21, AS AMENDED; PROVIDING 
FOR APPLICABILITY AND EFFECT; PROVIDING 
SEVERABILITY AND FOR FILING; AND PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

If an individual wishes to submit documents or other materials 
related to a matter before the Planning Commission for consideration 
by the Planning Commission at a public meeting, they are strongly 
encouraged to submit copies of all such documents or other 
materials to the Wakulla County Office of Planning and Community 
Development at least 3 days prior to the date of the meeting so that 
they can be provided to the Commission Members. If an individual 
wishes to bring documents or other materials for consideration by 
the Planning Commission that were not previously provided to the 
Wakulla County Office of Planning and Community Development in 
accordance with the preceding sentence, they must bring at least 
twelve (12) copies of each such document to the meeting. 
Copies of applications, draft ordinances, and any related public 
record files may be viewed at the County Planning Department 
located at 11 Bream Fountain Road, Crawfordville, FL 32327, 8:00 
AM to 4:30 PM M-F; Phone (850) 926-3695.  Any person desiring 
to appeal a decision of a County Board must ensure a verbatim 
transcript or copy is made of the testimony and exhibits presented 
at said hearings.  Persons with a disability needing a special 
accommodation should contact the Wakulla County Board of County 
Commissioners Administration Office at least two (2) days prior 
to the meeting at (850) 926-0919; Hearing and Voice Impaired at 
1-800-955-8771; or email at ADARequest@mywakulla.com.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

September 3, 2026

http://www.thewakullasun.com
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mailto:ADARequest@mywakulla.com
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ficticious nameS

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

WATER HEATER
30 Gal. Bradford White Low Boy. 

Never installed. 
$100..  850-459-6035

HUGE Sat., Sept 12.  9am-1p.m 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church 

- 3609 Coastal Hwy, Medart
Furniture, knick-knacks, House-
hold goods, clothing, children’s 
things, kitchen items and much 

more.
BIG BEND TOWING, INC

*TOWING  *ROADSIDE ASST.
*JUMP START
*TIRE CHANGE
*LOCK OUT
*FUEL

CALL BILLY HAYNIE
850-631-2361

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562 

www.allcornleather.com
John Allcorn Leather
Bags, Belts, Holsters

Some work on Shoes and tack
Also – Custom Products

SERVICES

Susan 
Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
SchatzmanSusan@gmail.com

734 Shadeville Road
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

®
TREE TRIMMING 
and REMOVAL

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY SERVICES

• Storm Damage 
• Tree Preservation 
Michael Mongeon

ISA Certified  Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment 

Qualified 850-421-8104

Tree trimming

Member of Chamber of 
Commerce and the 

Better Business Bureau

• Quality Residential and Commercial 
Repainting

• Pressure Washing

• Lift Available In House

• Wood Rot Repairs

• Deck Restoration

• Cabinet Painting

Locally Owned 
& Operated 

Serving Wakulla & 

Surrounding Counties

Since 1993
Member of Chamber of 

Better Business Bureaulicensed & insured
Jim Porter  &  Todd Porter

FOR QUALITY 
AND SERVICE 

THAT WILL
FLOOR 

YOU
Call Today for your 
FREE Estimate

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
LHFQuality 

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
850745-8723

Hardwood Engineered
Floating Flooring
Glue Downs
Nail Downs

Laminate 
& Vinyl

Installation Services:

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

towing Service

Lori L. Lewis
Chief Executive Offi cer

sendmethebillLLC@gmail.com
Cell 717-413-6761
Fax 717-256-7199
www.SendMeTheBill.net

1037 Gulf Shore Blvd.
Alligator Point, FL 32346

SErvices

Sandulls Custom
Construction Solutions, LLC

850-666- 2435
Concrete - Stone - Masonry - Carpentry
Rot/Repairs – Remodels- Renovations
Landscape / Hardscape Skidsteer work

Junk Removal 
- Free eStimateS -

For saleYard sale

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

4 0   A C R E S
F O R  S A L E
D. E. BILLINGSLEY

L i c .  R e a L  e s tat e  B R o k e R    

850-510-3309
www.debi l l ings ley.com

Your LocaL Water 
Diversion speciaList

www.newvisiongutters.com
448   220   2311

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice under Fictitious Name Law, pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida 
Statutes. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, Local 
Marketing Partner LLC, desiring to engage in business under the fictitious 
name of ChOSEN By hANd
Located at 1353 Coastal Hwy, Panacea, FL 32346
In the County of Wakulla
Intends to register the said name with the Division of Corporation of the 
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Published on Sept. 3, 2026

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice under Fictitious Name Law, pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida 
Statutes. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, JOHN LEBEAU 
JACKSON, desiring to engage in business under the fictitious name of

JOHN JACKSON ONE MAN AND A TRUCK
Located at 141 GRAHAM TRL CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327
In the County of Wakulla
Intends to register the said name with the Division of Corporation of the 
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Published on Sept. 3, 2026

Bonnie Holub
Certi�ied Life Coach

850-570-8271
BonnietheLifeCoach.com

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

It isn’t about how 
your life looks to others…

Its about how it feels to you!

Gerald Brown 
PhotographyPhotography

• Licensed Drone Operator
•Beach Portraits
•Special Occasions

•Events
850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto

Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

50 Years 
Experience

Since 1975

850-443-5901

By Appointment 
Only

Caregiver Needed
Seeking Caregiver for 

elderly man: Help with bathing, 
light duty chores, some doctor 

visits, meals, etc. Panacea 
area, Full or part time. 

Must have own transportation.
850-228-4660.

http://www.thewakullasun.com
mailto:eds@thewakullasun.com
http://www.allcornleather.com
mailto:SchatzmanSusan@gmail.com
http://www.susanschatzman.com
mailto:LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
mailto:sendmethebillLLC@gmail.com
http://www.SendMeTheBill.net
http://www.debillingsley.com
http://www.newvisiongutters.com
mailto:info@Sunraysspa.com
http://www.SunraysSpa.com
mailto:Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com
mailto:GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com
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NOTICE of action NOTICE of action

NOTICE of action

0806-0827 TWS NOA
NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION OF LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Notice is hereby given that SETTING SUN PANACEA, LLC, a Florida 
Limited Liability Company, has been dissolved effective October 15, 
2026, pursuant to the Florida Revised Limited Liability Company Act.

The Company has ceased conducting business except as necessary 
to wind up its affairs. Any person having a claim against the Company 
must present the claim in writing to:

Setting Sun Panacea, LLC
c/o Frances C. Lowe, Esquire
Ausley McMullen
68-A Feli Way
Crawfordville, Florida 32327

The written claim must include:
The claimant’s name, address, telephone number, and email 
address (if available);
The amount of the claim;
The basis for the claim; and
Copies of any documents supporting the claim.

Claims must be received no later than four (4) years after publication. 
Any claim not received by the stated deadline may be barred to the 
fullest extent permitted by applicable law.

Dated this 22nd day of July, 2026.

SETTING SUN PANACEA, LLC, a Florida Limited Liability Company
By: s/ Frances C. Lowe, Esquire
Ausley McMullen
68-A Feli Way
Crawfordville, Florida 32327 Published August 6, 13, 20, 27, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PAFFORD PROPERTIES & CONSTRUCTION, 
LLC, A FLORIDA LImITED LIAbILITY COmPANY,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
mARIA ELENA PICCIRILLO, IF ALIVE, AND IF DECEASED, UNKNOWN 
SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, gRANTEES, CREDITORS, ASSIgNS, AND 
ALL OTHER PARTIES CLAImINg bY THROUgH, UNDER OR AgAINST 
HER,  
Defendants 

NOTICE OF ACTION
To: MARIA ELENA PICCIRILLO, if alive, and if deceased, unknown 

spouses, heirs, devisees, grantees, creditors, assigns, and all other 
parties claiming by through, under or against her, 

August 27, September 3, 10, 17, 2026

Case No.: 2026-CA-000104

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Complaint for Quiet Title on the following prop-
erty in Wakulla County, Florida:

LOT 7, BLOCK 1 OF GREINER’S ADDITION TO CRAWFORDVILLE, 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 1, PAGE 2, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUN-
TY, FLORIDA. LESS AND EXCEPT THAT PORTION CONVEYED TO 
THE STATE OF FLORIDA AS PER DEED RECORDED IN BOOK 51, 
PAGE 839, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, 
FLORIDA.
Wakulla County Parcel ID No. 00-00-077-014-10391-000
Address:  Dr MLK Jr Memorial Road, Crawfordville, FL 

has been filed against you and others, and you are required to serve a copy 
of your written defenses, if any, to it on ANDREW J. POWER, ESQUIRE, 
SMITH, THOMPSON, SHAW & POWER, P.A., Plaintiff’s attorneys, 3520 
Thomasville Road, Fourth Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32309-3469, no more 
than thirty (30) days from the first publication date of this Notice of Action, 
and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service on Plain-
tiff’s attorneys or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a default will be entered 
against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition.

DATED this 22nd day of July, 2026.

0827-0917 TWS NOA

0827-0917 TWS NOA
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIR-

CUIT JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

IN THE INTEREST OF:
L.A.   DOB: 11/16/2025,
MINOR CHILD                                /

Aug. 27, Sept. 3, 10, 17, 2026

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Circuit Court
By: /s/ Lindsey Nichols
As Deputy Clerk

NOTICE OF ACTION- TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS
TO: Amy Allshouse, address unknown

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the State of Florida, Department of Chil-
dren and Families, has filed a Petition to terminate your parental rights and 
permanently commit the following child for adoption: L.A. born on 11/16/2025. 
You are hereby commanded to appear on November 2, 2026, at 9:00 AM 
before the Honorable Brian Miller at the Wakulla Courthouse, 3056 Craw-
fordville Highway Crawfordville, FL 32327, for an ADVISORY HEARING.

FAILURE TO PERSONALLY APPEAR AT THIS ADVISORY HEARING 
CONSTITUTES CONSENT TO THE TERMINATION OF PARENTAL 
RIGHTS OF THIS CHILD (OR CHILDREN). IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR 
ON THE DATE AND TIME SPECIFIED, YOU MAY LOSE ALL LEGAL 
RIGHTS AS A PARENT TO THE CHILD OR CHILDREN NAMED IN 
THIS NOTICE.

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in 
order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to 
you, to the provision of certain assistance. Please contact ADA Coor-
dinator; 301 South Monroe Street, Room 225, Tallahassee, Fl  32301; 
850-606-4401 at least 7 days before your scheduled court appearance, 
or immediately upon receiving this notification if the time before the 
scheduled appearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice 
impaired, call 711.

Dated August 17, 2026

CASE NO.: 2023 DP 9

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

August 27, September 3, 2026

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: ANNISHA BATTLE- ROLLINS
2073 SW 87th Terrace, Miramar, FL 33025
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS STATED, CURRENT RESIDENCE UNKNOWN
and any unknown heirs, devisees, grantees, creditors and other unknown  
persons or unknown spouses claiming by, through and under the above-
named Defendant(s), if deceased or whose last known addresses are 
unknown.
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose Mortgage cover-
ing the following real and personal property described as follows, to wit: 

LOT 15, BLOCK B OF BUCKHORN VILLAGE, ACCORDING TO THE
PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE (S) 10, OF
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.

has been filed against you and you are required to serve a copy of your writ-
ten defenses, if any, to it on Alexandra Kalman, Esq., Lender Legal PLLC, 1 
800 Pembrook Drive, Suite 250, Orlando, Florida 32810 and file the original 
with the Clerk of the above-styled Court on or before 30 days from the first 
publication, otherwise a default will be entered against you for the relief de-
manded in the Complaint.
WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Wakulla County, Florida 17th 
day of August, 2026. 

NEWREZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT
MORTGAGE SERVICING, 
V.
ANTHONY GLENN ROLLINS; ET AL.,
DEFENDANT(s). 

Case No.: 2025-CA-000127

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PAFFORD PROPERTIES & CONSTRUCTION, 
LLC, A FLORIDA LImITED LIAbILITY COmPANY,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
JESSE R. RAYmOND AND LORRAINE G. RAYmOND, IF ALIVE, AND IF 
DECEASED, UNKNOWN SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, 
CREDITORS, ASSIGNS, AND ALL OTHER PARTIES CLAImING bY 
THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST THEm,   
Defendants 

NOTICE OF ACTION
To: JESSE R. RAYMOND and LORRAINE G. RAYMOND; if alive, and if 

deceased, unknown spouses, heirs, devisees, grantees, creditors, 
assigns, and all other parties claiming by through, under or against 
them 

August 27, September 3, 10, 17, 2026

Case No.: 2026-CA-000103

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Complaint for Quiet Title on the following prop-
erty in Wakulla County, Florida:

LOT(S) NUMBERED NINETEEN (19), IN BLOCK TWENTY-TWO (22) 
OF WAKULLA GARDENS UNIT THREE, AS SHOWN BY PLAT OF 
SAID SUBDIVISION OF RECORD ON PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE 43, OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Wakulla County Parcel ID No. 00-00-043-010-08943-000
Address:  Klickitat Drive, Crawfordville, FL 

has been filed against you and others, and you are required to serve a copy 
of your written defenses, if any, to it on ANDREW J. POWER, ESQUIRE, 
SMITH, THOMPSON, SHAW & POWER, P.A., Plaintiff’s attorneys, 3520 
Thomasville Road, Fourth Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32309-3469, no more 
than thirty (30) days from the first publication date of this Notice of Action, 
and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service on Plain-
tiff’s attorneys or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a default will be entered 
against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition.

DATED this 19th day of August, 2026.

0827-0917 TWS NOA

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PAFFORD PROPERTIES & CONSTRUCTION, 
LLC, A FLORIDA LImITED LIAbILITY COmPANY,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
mARY JANE WITWICKI, IF ALIVE, AND IF DECEASED, UNKNOWN 
SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, gRANTEES, CREDITORS, ASSIgNS, AND 
ALL OTHER PARTIES CLAImINg bY THROUgH, UNDER OR AgAINST 
HER,   
Defendants 

August 27, September 3, 10, 17, 2026

Case No.: 2026-CA-000107

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

NOTICE OF ACTION
To: MARY JANE WITWICKI; if alive, and if deceased, unknown spouses, 

heirs, devisees, grantees, creditors, assigns, and all other parties 
claiming by through, under or against her 

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Complaint for Quiet Title on the following prop-
erty in Wakulla County, Florida:

LOT 41, BLOCK 6 OF WAKULLA GARDENS, ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE 39, OF THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA. 
Wakulla County Parcel ID No. 00-00-035-008-06854-000
Address:  Comanche Trail, Crawfordville, FL 

has been filed against you and others, and you are required to serve a copy 
of your written defenses, if any, to it on ANDREW J. POWER, ESQUIRE, 
SMITH, THOMPSON, SHAW & POWER, P.A., Plaintiff’s attorneys, 3520 
Thomasville Road, Fourth Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32309-3469, no more 
than thirty (30) days from the first publication date of this Notice of Action, 
and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service on Plain-
tiff’s attorneys or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a default will be entered 
against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition.

DATED this 19th day of August, 2026.

0827-0917 TWS NOA

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

ESTES INVESTMENT PROPERTIES, LLC, A FLORIDA LIMITED 
LIAbILITY COMPANY,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
CARMEN M. NEGION, DONNIE EARL PRICE AND ALbERTO S. ALLEN, IF 
ALIVE, AND IF DECEASED, UNKNOWN SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, CREDITORS, ASSIGNS, AND ALL OTHER PARTIES 
CLAIMING bY THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST THEM,   
Defendants 

August 27, September 3, 10, 17, 2026

Case No.: 2026-CA-000113

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

NOTICE OF ACTION
To: CARMEN M. NEGION, DONNIE EARL PRICE and ALBERTO S. AL-

LEN; if alive, and if deceased, unknown spouses, heirs, devisees, 
grantees, creditors, assigns, and all other parties claiming by 
through, under or against them 

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Complaint for Quiet Title on the following prop-
erty in Wakulla County, Florida:

LOT 1, BLOCK C OF WAKULLA RIVER ESTATES, ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE 48, OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Wakulla County Parcel ID No. 00-00-016-006-06412-000
Address:  Owl Lane, Crawfordville, FL

has been filed against you and others, and you are required to serve a copy 
of your written defenses, if any, to it on ANDREW J. POWER, ESQUIRE, 
SMITH, THOMPSON, SHAW & POWER, P.A., Plaintiff’s attorneys, 3520 
Thomasville Road, Fourth Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32309-3469, no more 
than thirty (30) days from the first publication date of this Notice of Action, 
and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service on Plain-
tiff’s attorneys or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a default will be entered 
against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition.

DATED this 19th day of August, 2026.

0827-0917 TWS NOA

Sean W. Gellis, Esq
Founder & Managing Member

448-500-6327 

Local Wakulla Attorney ~ Resident & Neighbor ~

2931 Crawfordville Hwy.  
Next to DQ

Sean@gellislaw.com
www.GellisLaw.com

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 131

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that TAX BRAkE FL LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 135 Date of Issuance: May 31, 2024

Parcel #: 23-4S-02W-000-02013-000
Description of Property:
23-4S-2W  P-1-M-50C
COMM AT NW COR OF SEC 23 & RUN
E ALONG SEC LINE 15 CHS THEN S
20 CHS THEN W 15 CHS TO W LINE 
OF SEC THEN N ALONG SEC LINE
Name in which assessed STEvEN H JOHNSON/ JESSICA E JOHN-
SON said property being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. 
Unless suchcertificate shall be redeemed according to law the prop-
erty described in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder 
in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: October 21, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All 
bidders must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to partic-
ipate in the auction.

August 17, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on August 27, September 3, 10, 17, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 132

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that TAX BRAkE FL LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 907 Date of Issuance: May 31, 2024

Parcel #: 00-00-034-009-08568-000
Description of Property:
WAkULLA GARDENS UNIT 2
BLOCk 9 LOT 24
OR 5 P 381, OR 763 P 644
Name in which assessed JAMES R JONES/ BETTy J JONES said 
property being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless such-
certificate shall be redeemed according to law the property described 
in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla 
Co.Courthouseon: October 21, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must 
pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the 
auction.

August 17, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on August 27, September 3, 10, 17, 2026

NOTICE of application for tax deed

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 123

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that TAX BRAkE FL LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 569 Date of Issuance: May 31, 2024

Parcel #: 33-2s-01e-189-04995-e02
Description of Property:
Springwood Subd Phase 1
Lot 2 Block E OR 105 P 131
OR 242 P 545 OR 285 P 379, OR 294 P 841
Name in which assessed CLARENCE WILSON/LuCy JOhNSON 
said property being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Un-
less suchcertificate shall be redeemed according to law the property 
described in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the 
Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: October 21, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bid-
ders must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate 
in the auction.

August 17, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on August 27, September 3, 10, 17, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 128

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that TAX BRAkE FL LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1083 Date of Issuance: May 31, 2024

Parcel #: 00-00-056-430-09947-006
Description of Property:
Lot 6 Macy Lee Acres
PB 6 P 46 OR 1273 P 322
Name in which assessed LEANNE ROBERTs COBB said property 
being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate 
shall be redeemed according to law the property described in such 
certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Court-
houseon: October 21, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-reg-
ister in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

August 17, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on August 27, september 3, 10, 17, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 129

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that TAX BRAkE FL LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1143 Date of Issuance: May 31, 2024

Parcel #: 00-00-075-141-10234-a10
Description of Property:
The Pines Unit 1 
Block A Lot 10, OR 65 P  352 & OR 86 P 872
OR 130 P 373 & OR 131 P 113, OR 134 P 793 & OR 332 P 847
Name in which assessed BILLy A GODwIN/BETTy k GODwIN 
ETAL said property being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. 
Unless suchcertificate shall be redeemed according to law the prop-
erty described in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder 
in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: October 21, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All 
bidders must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to partic-
ipate in the auction.

August 17, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on August 27, September 3, 10, 17, 2026

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2026 TXD 130

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that TAX BRAkE FL LLC The holder of 
the following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the 
description of the property, and the names in which it was assessed 
are as follows:

Certificate #: 1286 Date of Issuance: May 29, 2019

Parcel #: 00-00-044-000-09819-000
Description of Property:
LOT 44 HS  P-6-M-11
IN SE 1/4 OF LOT 44
DB 26 P 163  OR 932 P 791, OR 933 P 415 ORDER (HENRY MAE)
Name in which assessed HEIRS OF MRS BuRTON FORBES said 
property being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless such-
certificate shall be redeemed according to law the property described 
in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla 
Co.Courthouseon: October 21, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must 
pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the 
auction.

August 17, 2026

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on August 27, September 3, 10, 17, 2026

http://www.thewakullasun.com
mailto:Sean@gellislaw.com
http://www.GellisLaw.com
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Home Improvement/Service 

PROTECT YOUR HOME from 
pests safely and affordably. 
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, 
Termite, Spiders and other 
pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or 
inspection today 1-877-641-
1916 Have zip code of prop-
erty ready when calling!   

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 1-877-317-
0311. 

Miscellaneous 

Donate your vehicle to help 
find missing children and 
prevent abduction.  Fast free 
pickup, running or not, 24 hr 
response.  No emission test 
required, maximum tax de-
duction.  Support Find the 
Children, call: 1-877-907-
0087. 

Medical 

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERA-
PY USERS! Discover Oxygen 
Therapy That Moves with You 
with Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE infor-
mation kit. Call 1-877-748-
9960. 

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! Re-
duce premiums and out-of-
pocket costs while getting 
the coverage you need! Call 
now for a competitive free 
quote. 1-877-351-3442. 
Plus... Income based govern-
ment subsidies are available 
for those that qualify! 

Wanted to Buy 

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-877-
377-4727. 

STATE WIDE CLASSIFIEDS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PAFFORD PROPERTIES & CONSTRUCTION, LLC, A FLORIDA LImITED 
LIAbILITY COmPANY,
PLAINTIFF, 
V.
CLAIRE P. HOUSER AND bEN P. HOUSER, IF ALIVE, AND IF DECEASED, 
UNKNOWN SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, gRANTEES, CREDITORS, 
ASSIgNS, AND ALL OTHER PARTIES CLAImINg bY THROUgH, UNDER 
OR AgAINST THEm,    
Defendants 

September 3, 10, 17, 24 2026

Case No.: 2026-CA-000102

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
greg James
As Clerk of the Court 
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

NOTICE OF ACTION
To: CLAIRE P. HOUSER and BEN P. HOUSER; if alive, and if deceased, 

unknown spouses, heirs, devisees, grantees, creditors, assigns, 
and all other parties claiming by through, under or against them 

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Complaint for Quiet Title on the following prop-
erty in Wakulla County, Florida:

LOT FIFTY-TWO (52) BLOCK “N” MAGNOLIA GARDENS, AS PER  
PLAT OF SAID SUBDIVISION RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE 
37, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Wakulla County Parcel ID No. 00-00-078-013-11303-000
Address:  Ted Lott Lane, Crawfordville, FL

has been filed against you and others, and you are required to serve a copy 
of your written defenses, if any, to it on ANDREW J. POWER, ESQUIRE, 
SMITH, THOMPSON, SHAW & POWER, P.A., Plaintiff’s attorneys, 3520 
Thomasville Road, Fourth Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32309-3469, no more 
than thirty (30) days from the first publication date of this Notice of Action, 
and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service on Plain-
tiff’s attorneys or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a default will be entered 
against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition.

DATED this 24th day of August, 2026.

0903-0924 TWS NOA

NEWREZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT
MORTGAGE SERVICING,
Plaintiff,
vs.
ANTHONY GLENN ROLLINS; et al.,
Defendants

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

Sept. 3, 10, 2026

CASE NO. 2025-CA-000127

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
TO: ANNISHA BATTLE- ROLLINS
2073 SW 87th Terrace, Miramar, FL 33025 
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS STATED, CURRENT RESIDENCE UNKNOWN 
and any unknown heirs, devisees, grantees, creditors and other unknown 
persons or unknown spouses claiming by, through and under the above-
named Defendant(s), if deceased or whose last known addresses are 
unknown. 
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose Mortgage covering 
the following real and personal property described as follows, to wit:

LOT 15, BLOCK B OF BUCKHORN VILLAGE, ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE (S) 10, OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
has been filed against you and you are required to serve a copy of your written 

defenses, if any, to it on Alexandra Kalman, Esq., Lender Legal PLLC, 1 800 Pembrook 
Drive, Suite 250, Orlando, Florida 32810 and file the original with the Clerk of the 
above-styled Court on or before 30 days from the first publication, otherwise a default 
will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint. 

Dated this 17th day of August 2026. 
{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

0903-0910 TWS NOFS

U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
Plaintiff,
vs.
BRIANNA CRONAN AND PHILLIP HIGHSMITH, et al.,
Defendants

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure 
dated July 07, 2026, and entered in 26000037CAAXMX of the Circuit 
Court of the SECOND Judicial Circuit in and for Wakulla County, Florida, 
wherein U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION is the Plaintiff  and 
BRIANNA CRONAN; PHILLIP HIGHSMITH; FLORIDA HOUSING FINANCE 
CORPORATION; FIFTH THIRD BANK, N.A.; COMMODORE COMMONS 
OF WAKULLA COUNTY PROPERTY OWNER’S ASSOCIATION, INC. are 
the Defendant(s). Greg James as the Clerk of the Circuit Court will sell to 
the highest and best bidder for cash at 3056 Crawfordville Hwy., the Front 
Lobby, Wakulla County Courthouse, Crawfordville, FL 32327, at 11:00 AM, 
on October 01, 2026, the following described property as set forth in said 
Final Judgment, to wit: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

Sept. 3, 10, 2026

CASE NO. 26000037CAAXMX

LOT 30 OF COMMODORE COMMONS, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE(S) 99, OF THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Property Address: 10 COUNTRY WAY, CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327
Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than 

the property owner as of the date of the lis pendens, must file a claim before the 
clerk reports the surplus as unclaimed. 

Dated this 27th day of August 2026. 

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Court
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

0903-0910 TWS NOFS

If you are a person with a disability who needs an accommodation to 
participate in a court proceeding or access to a court facility, you are entitled, 
at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance. Please contact the 
ADA Coordinator at least 7 days before your scheduled court appearance, or 
immediately upon receiving a court notification if the time before the scheduled 
appearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.

NOTICE of action NOTICE of foreclosure sale

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN Editor

The First District Court of  Appeal in Tallahassee last week upheld the Wakulla Circuit Court judge’s ruling finding that Ed Brimner was properly elected as property ap-praiser in 2020.The DCA’s ruling was  released Tuesday, July 18, and said simply” Per curiam affirmed,” which means that the appeals court affirms the trial court’s deci-sion without issuing an opinion or explanation of its own.
In February of last year, Wakulla Circuit Judge Ron Flury granted a summary judgment to the Wakulla Coun-ty Canvassing Board and Property Apprais-er Ed Brimner finding that Colby Sparkman, who was a candidate for property appraiser  against Brimner in the 2020 election but who 

lost by four votes, pre-sented no evidence that he would have won the election but for alleged misconduct.
The judge noted the lawsuit is “based on the treatment of 12 ballots out of 9,104” ballots cast in the race. The 12 ballots represented the number of votes rejected by the canvassing board because the signature on the vote-by-mail bal-lot did not match the signature on file.Sparkman’s attorney, Mark Herron, argued at a hearing held by Zoom back in February 2022 that the 12 ballots were not able to be cured be-cause of misconduct by the supervisor of elec-tions and the canvassing board. That included not telling voters whose ballots were rejected the correct amount of time they had to cure the problem, and tell-ing Sparkman that he should not contact the 12 voters.

But Judge Flury wrote that, during the election, a total of 53 ballots had signature problems. “Of those 53 ballots,” the judge wrote, “41 were cured.”
One of the 12 bal-lots, belonging to Debra Russell, was cured in a timely manner, but be-cause of the narrow vote margin, she asked that her vote not be counted because it would reveal how she voted. The can-vassing board accepted her appeal and did not count her vote.

“No evidence has been presented that shows the precluded ballots favored any particular candidate,” Judge Flury wrote in his order. “Fac-tually, the mathematical probablity of a change in the result here is nonex-istent.”
At the hearing last year, attorneys Leonard Collins, representing Brimner, and Wayne Malaney, representing the canvassing board, acknowledged that er-rors were made with the election, but contended there was no fraud and 

no effort to help one can-didate or another. The judge agreed: “There is no evidence to suggest that there was an ulterior nefari-ous motive that actually drove the canvassing board’s decision. There is no reason to overturn the will of the people as expressed in the election results presented.”Sparkman appealed the judge’s decision in March of 2022.In the meantime, Sparkman did get a set-tlement in his lawsuit for wrongful termination. Sparkman was a dep-uty property appraiser under Brad Harvey, who was removed from office by Gov. Ron DeSantis af-ter his arrested in 2018 on embezzlement and fraud charges. Harvey has pleaded no contest to the charges and faces a maximum sentence of 30 years when he is sentenced in September.After Brimner was installed in office in Jan-

uary 2021, he subse-quently fired Sparkman for cause. 
Much of the contro-versy in the case arises from Sparkman being told not to contact any of the 12 voters with the rejected ballots. He asked for and was given the names of the voters and acknowledged in deposition that he had called one, but couldn’t remember who it was. A voter called Coun-ty Administrator David Edwards with concerns about Sparkman calling voters, and Edwards called two canvassing board members – Coun-ty Judge Jill Walker, and County Commis-sioner Quincee Mess-ersmith. Both said the issue would be brought before the canvassing board and then-Super-visor of Elections Bud-dy Wells.

Edwards walked over to Wells’ office and con-fronted the elections 
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Team Blue Line visits St. Marks

Fired Chiles coach may join War Eagle coaching staff 

Wakulla Springs’ Amy Conyers is gone
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Kevin Pettis and son Trey might join coaches at Wakulla High

Appeals court rules for Ed Brimner in lawsuit over 2020 property appraiser in which Colby Sparkman lost by 3 votes

The non-profi t supports law enforcement offi cers injured on the job

Sgt. Rob Holloway, kneeling, with kids of Wakulla County sheri� ’s deputies  at the St. Marks Community Market.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Staff Report

Kevin Pettis, who was recently fired as head 
football coach at Chiles High School may join the 
coaching staff of the Wakulla War Eagles under 
head coach Scott Klees.Superintendent of Schools Bobby Pearce noted 
that Pettis was offered a teaching and coaching 
position at Wakulla High School, but he reportedly 
turned the teaching position down to stay with 
Leon County Schools. He may still join coaches 
next month if cleared of all open investigations.
Pettis was let go as coach at Chiles in June 

after an investigation into alleged violations of 
athletic policies. Pettis’ son, Trey, was also on Chiles coaching 
staff and voluntarily stepped down.Trey Pettis is 
being hired as a parapro at Wakulla Institute and 
will join the staff as a War Eagle coach.

Staff Report

Amy Conyers, who has been the park direc-
tor at Wakulla Springs State Park for nearly six 
years, is no longer in the position as of last week.
Efforts to contact Conyers for comment were 

unsuccessful.
According to her LinkedIn page, Conyers had 

been park manager since November 2017 with 
an ending date of July 2023.Conyers had been with the state Department 
of Environmental Protection for 18 years, in-
cluding at Lafayette Blue Springs State Park, 
Troy Spring State Park, and Wes Skiles Peacock 
Springs State Park.Her LinkedIn page says she is “looking for a 
new role and would appreciate your support. 
Thank you in advance for any connections, 
advice, or opportunities you can offer. #Open-
ToWork”

� e 2020 candidates for Wakulla Property Appraiser in-
cluded Colby Sparkman, le� , and Ed Brimner.

By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

A charity known as Team Blue Line set up a booth at the St. Marks Community market on Saturday, manned in part by Sgt. Rob Hollo-way, a policeman who was shot in the line of duty. 
On April 12th, 2020, while pursuing suspects in a high-speed car chase near Carrollton, Ga., the suspects fired at Hol-loway’s car and he was struck in the head. After the incident, he was in the hospital for months, and due to Covid restric-tions his wife couldn’t go to work and come back 

to see him, so she chose to stay by his side rather than working for those months. 
The community gath-ered around them, how-ever, with co-workers donating leave time so his wife wouldn’t be suf-fer unreasonably, and even the roofing compa-ny they had hired took it upon themselves to redo the roof the way they had been contract-ed to, entirely free of charge. When The hollo-ways would have missed seeing their son grad-uate from highschool, the school allowed it to be livestreamed and let their son be the first to walk the stage, so they 

could watch it from the hospital room. 
When Sgt. Holloway was informed he might never walk again, Team Blue Line dedicated their time and money into re-modeling his bathroom to make it more easily accessible for him to use after getting home from the hospital. 

Though Holloway has been steadily recover-ing and is fully capable of walking under his own power, he says that the handrails installed around his home thanks to Team Blue Line are very helpful whenever he feels weak or light-headed. 
When asked what 

Team Blue Line does, he said that they “Stand for something good, that protects the community from evil.” 
While still small, qual-ity of life improvements such as these can make large impacts on the lives of officers who were in-jured or disabled in the line of duty. 

Team Blue Line also assists the families of those who gave their lives on the job, often paying tuition for their children to go to a private school and get a high-quality education. 
The charity can be found at teamblueline.org for more information or if you’d like to donate.

Election suit over after 3 years

PM
Thunderstorms

Chomp n Stomp held at Palaver Tree
Page 13

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN 
Editor

Former Wakulla Prop-
erty Appraiser Brad Har-
vey pleaded no contest 
in Wakulla Circuit Court 
on Wednesday, July 5 to 
numerous fraud charges 
that stemmed from over-
payments he made to 
himself as well as using 
the office credit card for 
personal expenses.
 Harvey had been set 

to go to trial later this 
month. After the plea, a 
pre-sentence investiga-
tion was ordered to deter-
mine what Harvey scores 
for punishment.
He is scheduled for 

sentencing on Sept. 7.
Harvey is charged 

with stealing more than 

$200,000 from the office, 
which he used for expens-
es like outfitting a hunt-
ing truck, and to take his 
family on a cruise after 
his daughter graduated 
from high school.
Assistant State Attor-

ney Andrew Deneen, who 
is prosecuting the case, 
will reportedly be asking  
Wakulla Circuit Judge 
Layne Smith, who is pre-
siding over the case, for 
prison time for Harvey.
The matter started af-

ter members of the Rotary 
Club of Wakulla realized 
that checks and cash for 
a fundraiser had never 
been deposited. Harvey 
was club treasurer. After 
being told of the miss-
ing money, Sheriff Jared 
Miller, also a member of 

Rotary, ordered an in-
vestigation. After being 
interviewed by detectives, 
Harvey turned over about 
$1,000 in cash from a gun 
raffle the club had held. 
No charges were brought 
in the case because the 

evidence – namely, ticket 
receipts for the raffle – 
had not been retained by 
the club. 
But the Rotary incident 

prompted a member of 
Harvey’s staff to begin 
looking into office financ-
es – and evidence quickly 
piled up that Harvey was 
stealing public money.
The staff member went 

to County Administrator 
David Edwards with the 
concerns – and FDLE was 
brought in to investigate.
 In April 2020, Harvey 

was arrested on a war-
rant and processed in 
the Wakulla County Jail. 
Because of Covid restric-
tions at the time, Harvey 
was not put in a jail cell, 
and he did not have to 
post bond. 

The same day, Gov. 
Ron DeSantis removed 
Harvey from office.
During the FDLE in-

vestigation, the news-
paper was aware of 
the suspicions of fi-
nancial improprieties 
and, along with another 
interested party, began 
making public record 
requests and writing 
news stories about it. 
Later public record re-
quests indicated that 
Harvey continued over-
paying himself even 
after he knew he was 
under investigation by 
FDLE.
Asked by the news-

paper to provide justifi-
cation for the overpay-
ments, Harvey pointed 
to a supplement he had 

received when he was 
chief deputy under the 
prior property apprais-
er for work done on 
Fire and Solid Waste 
tax rolls. He seemed 
to think he was still 
entitled to the supple-
ment – though the total 
amount of overpayment 
far exceeded the sup-
plement.
Harvey’s statutory 

salary was $103,000 
in 2016 when he was 
elected. It increased 
to $107,500 the next 
year and to $108,336 
in 2018.
Harvey had done 

payroll and other office 
financials as chief dep-
uty under former ap-
praiser Donnie Spark-
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Seafood landings are reported down

Two drownings in 
separate incidents 

on July 4th

State braces for 
more cases of 
deer disease
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A man died while scalloping; a child 
drowned in a home pool

The former property appraiser is charged with embezzling money from the offi ce; he will be sentenced in September

Hurricane losses, high diesel prices likely to blame for shortfall

Fleet of shrimp boats in Fort Myers.

Independence Day celebration in Sopchoppy starts with a parade, includes music and vendors, and concludes with 
Fourth of July � reworks. More photos on Page 13. (Photo by Gerald Brown)

Staff Report

Two unrelated drownings were reported in 
Wakulla on July 4th: a man scalloping in St. Marks 
and a child who drowned in a backyard pool.
Names and other details were not released by 

the Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office.
The sheriff’s office did put out a press release 

the next day that read:” Yesterday The Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office responded to two separate 
and unrelated instances of drowning in our com-
munity, one at a residence in Crawfordville and 
another on the water near St. Marks. So far, the 
investigations into both instances appear to show 
these are nothing more than tragic accidents. Out 
of respect for the families and those involved The 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office will not be making 
any further releases regarding either incident.
“WCSO would like to remind everyone to always 

be careful when swimming or enjoying the water, 
as drowning incidents can occur suddenly and 
even to the strongest swimmers.
“Please join Sheriff Miller and the Wakulla 

County Sheriff’s Office in praying for the families 
affected by these incidents.”

News Service of Florida

BONIFAY – After Florida’s first recorded case of 
a contagious disease fatal to deer, wildlife officials 
said Thursday other cases are likely and that it will 
be a “long-term marathon” to address the issue.
But it also could mean a short-term increase 

in hunting limits in the region of Northwest Flor-
ida where the case was found, as officials seek to 
quickly collect samples to determine the prevalence 
of chronic wasting disease.
Nearly 300 residents turned out Thursday eve-

ning to the Bonifay K-8 School in Holmes County 
for a presentation by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation and the Florida Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services about initial steps 
to address the disease.
The state announced last month that a “road-

killed” female white-tailed deer in Holmes County 
had tested positive for chronic wasting disease, 
which has been described as similar to mad cow 
disease, with deer becoming emaciated and often 
being found isolated and trembling. Chronic wast-

Auditions for Musical
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Former Property Appraiser-
Brad Harvey

By ANDREW POWELL
Center Square

Since the Covid-19 
pandemic, hurricanes 
and increased fuel costs 
have reduced the catch 
of Florida’s seafood in-
dustry.
Florida’s Gulf Coast is 

the largest fishery for the 
state and is still dealing 
with the effects of Hur-
ricane Ian in late 2022. 
The storm made landfall 
at Fort Myers and devas-
tated Florida’s shrimp-
ing industry, sinking 
boats and destroying 
infrastructure crucial to 
the industry.
According to prelim-

inary data compiled by 
The Southern Shrimp Al-

liance from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration’s Fish-
ery Monitoring Branch, 
Florida’s March 2023 

landings off the West 
Coast were 72.7% below 
the historical average. 
In total, 2023 landings 
for the West Coast are 

42.1% below historical 
trends.
March 2023 landings 

Brad Harvey pleads to charges

SOPCHOPPY FOURTH OF JULY

Scattered
Thunderstorms

By WILLIAM SN
OWDEN 

Editor

The resentenc
ing of 

Guerry Wayne H
ertz and 

Jason Looney 
on mur-

der charges is
 sched-

uled to get und
erway on 

June 19 with ju
ry selec-

tion.
The question 

before 

jurors will be 
whether 

or not Hertz an
d Looney 

should be sent
enced to 

death for the 19
97 mur-

ders of Melan
ie King 

and Keith Sp
ears. At 

their 1999 tri
al, Hertz 

and Looney we
re found 

guilty of two counts 

of first-degree
 murder 

and, by a vote
 of 10-2, 

the jury recom
mended 

death, which 
was or-

dered by the co
urt.

(A third man in
volved 

in the murde
rs, Jim-

my Dempsey, 
testified 

against Hertz 
and Loo-

ney at the tria
l in ex-

change for a se
ntence of 

life in prison.)

The only issu
e be-

fore the jurors
 will be 

whether to rec
ommend 

a death sente
nce. The 

guilt of Hertz 
and Loo-

ney is not at is
sue, and 

they will neve
r be re-

leased from pri
son even 

if a jury recom
mends a 

life sentence.
In 1999, ther

e was 

not a require
ment in 

Florida for a un
animous 

jury verdict for
 a death 

sentence. The 
case was 

sent back for a
 re-do of 

the death pena
lty phase 

and has been 
pending 

for several year
s.

In this year’s L
egisla-

tive session, in 
response 

to the lack of 
a unan-

imous jury ve
rdict for 

the death pena
lty at the 

trial of Parkla
nd High 

School shooter
 Nikolas 

Cruz, Florida la
wmakers 

changed the sta
ndard to 

an 8-4 vote for 
death. 

Defense attorney 

Zachary Ward, who 

represents Her
tz, noted 

at a docket 
sounding 

hearing on We
dnesday, 

June 7, that 
the de-

fense team ha
d antic-

ipated a chang
e in the 

law on jury verd
icts, but 

had anticipated
 the law 

would go into 
effect on 

Oct. 1 – which
 is why 

the defense ha
d agreed 

to set the rese
ntencing 

for June 19. T
he Flori-

da Legislature m
ade the 

change in jury
 verdicts 

immediate.

Charter review discusses 

spring protection

Heavy security at hearing

St. Marks to raise 

sewer rates 75% 

on residents

The two were found guilty of the Spears-King murders 25 years ago, will have a re-do of the death penalty phase of their trial

Turn to Page 3

Turn to Page 3

“It’s a New Day”
$1 

One Section

Our 2nd Year 24th Issue

Thursday, June 15, 2023Locally Owned 

     & Operated

1 96852 36013 0

Weather forecast from Wakulla High School

Scattered 

Thunderstorms
Scattered 

Thunderstorms
AM Thunderstorms

Saturday

Sunrise 6:35 AM

Sunset 8:40 PMSunrise 6:35 AM

Sunset 8:40 PMSunrise 6:35 AM

Sunset 8:40 PM

Hi: 88º Lo: 74º   58%

Hi: 88º Lo: 73º   64%

Hi: 88º Lo: 74º   70%

WeatherSTEM
WAKULLA

Friday
Thursday

Members of the Charter Review Committee at a meeting last week at the community center.

By WILLIAM SNO
WDEN

Editor

Warned by their
 accountant tha

t they are facing
 

financial ruin if 
they don’t do so

mething, St. Ma
rks 

City Commissi
oners voted to

 raise sewer ra
tes 

75% – which w
ould translate 

to a $46 increa
se 

per month on r
esidential utilit

y bills.

It was roughly
 estimated tha

t the increase
 

would translate
 into an additio

nal $183,000 in
to 

the city’s utility
 fund.

City commissio
ners voted 3-1 

for the increase
, 

with the motio
n made by Dan

 Albers, second
ed 

by Paula Bell,
 and supporte

d by Mayor Pa
ul 

Sheddan. Steve
 Remke was the

 lone vote again
st 

the increase. R
emke had mad

e a motion ear
lier 

for a 50% incre
ase that was se

conded by Bell 
for 

discussion and
 was ultimately

 voted down 1-
3. 

City Commissio
n Sharon Rudd

 was absent du
e 

to illness.
The meeting roo

m at City Hall w
as full of citizens

 

on Thursday, J
une 8, but none

 seemed especia
lly 

upset by the sh
arp increase in

 rates. 

One citizen did 
suggest that the

re must be mon
-

ey to cut, and M
ayor Sheddan a

ppeared irritate
d 

at the comment
. The mayor rep

lied that city co
m-

missioners had
 cut everything 

they could think
 of, 

but there was 
no way to mak

e enough finan
cial 

cuts to get out 
of the problem.

 Several residen
ts 

in the audience
 suggested just

 going ahead w
ith 

a 100% increas
e to get the pai

n over with.

It was noted tha
t the city had be

en slow to raise
 

its utility rates
 – there had on

ly been a 12% 
in-

crease over the 
past several yea

rs, which would
n’t 

be enough to k
eep up with inf

lation.

As part of finan
cial cuts, the c

ity commission
 

has cut the pay 
of City Manager

 Zoe Mansfield a
nd 

Ethel Jefferson
 by going to a fo

ur-day workwe
ek.

Mayor Shedda
n was also pr

epared at the
 

meeting to sug
gest a reorgani

zation of city s
taff 

by removing P
ublic Works fr

om under the 
city  

manager, and a
ltering the title o

f the city manag
er 

to administrati
ve manager.

City Attorney Ro
n Mowrey told S

heddan that the
 

city charter ref
ers specifically 

to a city mana
ger 

position and du
ties. He said in

terference by c
ity 

commissioners
 in the city man

ager’s duties wa
s a 

first-degree mis
demeanor. Mow

rey told Shedda
n 

that the change
 he was propos

ing would requ
ire 

advertising and
 then a referend

um for city vote
rs 

to approve.
Sheddan appea

red disappointe
d in the attor-

ney’s opinion. 

It was Mowrey’
s last meeting 

as city attorney
. 

He had represe
nted St. Marks

 for many years
. 

He told city com
missioners tha

t he had prac-

ticed law for 54
 years and wou

ld turn 80 in th
e 

summer, sayin
g it was time fo

r him to retire.

In another mat
ter, Shadrach H

ines of the St. 

Marks Waterfr
onts committe

e announced t
he 

group had rais
ed enough mo

ney for Fourth
 of 

July fireworks.

Hines also said
 the city’s first c

ommunity mar
-

ket was a succ
ess. The next o

ne is set for Ju
ne 

24 from 9 a.m.
 to 1 p.m.

Robyn Hurst remembered
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Jason Looney

Guerry Wayne Hertz

By WILLIAM SNO
WDEN

Editor

The Wakulla S
prings 

Alliance made
 a pitch 

to the county’s
 Charter 

Review Commi
ttee for a 

proposed ballot
 initiative 

that would exp
and the 

Wakulla Spring
s pro-

tection area o
r create 

a Spring Creek
 special 

planning area.

The Charter R
eview 

Committee has bee
n 

meeting over 
the past 

few months to
 look at 

possible chang
es to the 

county’s govern
ing doc-

ument. It is re
quired to 

be reviewed e
very 10 

years.
Chad  Hanso

n ,  a 

member of the
 Wakulla 

Springs Allianc
e, did a 

PowerPoint pre
sentation 

at the Charte
r Review 

Committee’s m
eeting on 

Tuesday, June
 6 at the 

community cen
ter.

Hanson’s pres
enta-

tion went thro
ugh the 

historical deg
radation 

of the springs
 due to 

nitrogen in grou
ndwater 

from septic sys
tems and 

the City of Talla
hassee’s 

Tram Road sp
rayfield. 

It reached th
e point 

in 2008 that t
he state 

Department of Envi-

ronmental Protect
ion 

deemed the Wakulla 

River “biologic
ally im-

paired.”
Hanson noted

 that 

there has bee
n some 

recovery in rece
nt years, 

“but it’s nowh
ere near 

where it should
 be.”

The implications of 

expanding th
e zone 

would be, for vu
lnerable 

areas in the ba
sin map, 

which includes
 much of 

Crawfordville:

• Require advanced 

wastewater tr
eatment 

standards fo
r septic 

tanks, with se
wer pre-

ferred;
• Low impact develop-

ment such as t
wo units 

per acre on sep
tic, or no 

more than five 
units on 

sewer;
• and no Future Land 

Use Map ame
ndments 

for  more tha
n 1 unit 

on 2 acres (o
n sewer) 

or 1:5 (OSTDS
) without 

enforceable dev
elopment 

agreement.
Some members

 of the 

Charter Revie
w Com-

mittee questio
ned if 

expanding the
 springs 

protection zone
 was an 

appropriate iss
ue – with 

committee mem
ber An-

drew Riddle, w
ho also 

chairs the coun
ty plan-

ning commission (of 

which Hanson
 is also 

a member), as
ked if it 

wasn’t more pr
operly an  

issue to be ad
dressed 

in the county’s
 compre-

hensive plan. R
iddle also 

questioned the 
impact of 

such a change o
n county 

building regula
tions.

Committee member 

John Shuff no
ted that 

the Wakulla Sp
rings ba-

sin encompass
es 1,300 

square miles –
 much of 

which is in Leo
n Coun-

ty – and questio
ned why 

Leon doesn’t he
lp shoul-

der the burden
 of clean-

ing up the 7,00
0 septic 

tanks in its jur
isdiction.

Committee member 

Lynn Artz wen
t forward 

with a motion to ap-

prove the expa
nsion of 

the springs pr
otection 

zone as a ballot
 question 

– and the mo
tion was 

seconded by co
mmittee 

member David 
Damon.

Commit tee  Chai r 

Chris Russell e
xpressed 

disappointmen
t at the 

motion and said
 it should 

properly be bro
ught up 

on next month’
s agenda 

as new busine
ss. Artz 

withdrew her m
otion.

At the end of the
 meet-

ing, County Adm
inistra-

tor David Edw
ards ex-

pressed his opi
nion that 

expansion of th
e springs 

protection zon
e would 

have major imp
lications. 

He pointed to
 the im-

pact on the Craw
fordville 

Town Plan and
 said the 

change would 
take the 

county’s zonin
g regula-

tions and toss 
them out 

the window.
“It would paraly

ze the 

county from a
 growth 

perspective,” 
Edwards 

said.
The issue of

 DEP 

There was drum-tight security at the Wakul-

la County Courthouse on Wednesday, June 7, as 

death row inmates Guerry Wayne Hertz and Jason 

Looney were present for a hearing on their planned 

resentencing.

Wakulla deputies and Florida Department of 

Corrections offi cers were all over the courthouse 

– including 16 armed offi cers inside the courtroom 

during the hearing.

Security will be tight when the death penalty 

phase of Hertz’s and Looney’s trial gets underway 

starting June 19.

Hertz, Looney to return for retrial

Keep up with 
What’s Happening in Wakulla

If you enjoy this newspaper and would like to subscribe.
Call us at 850-962-8019 or visit TheWakullaSun.com

is Your Local News Source

Subscribe 
for only
$40 per 

year
in county

STATE WIDE CLASSIFIEDS
Wanted to Buy 

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! 
Looking for 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
These brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-877-706-0656. 

Wanted to Buy 

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy process: 
Call, get cash offer and get 
paid. Call today for your fair 
cash offer: 1-321-603-3026 

http://www.thewakullasun.com
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CLUES ACROSS 
  1. Manila hemp plant
  6. Turkish river
 10. Something to read
 14. In a way, initiated
 15. Popular Apple TV 
series
 17. King Charles is part 
of it
 19. Earlier
 20. Foot (Latin)
 21. Zodiac sign
 22. A browning of the 
skin 
 23. Remain as is
 24. Turfs
 26. It’s used to slaughter 
animals
 29. Volcanic crater
 31. The mother of Jesus
 32. One’s life story
 34. One-time Liverpool 
coach Slot
 35. Counterparts
 37. Jacob __, American 
journalist
 38. Digital audiotape
 39. River in South Africa
 40. Kimono sashes
 41. Rooting somewhere
 43. American spy Aldrich
 45. A way to call for
 46. Taxi
 47. Pancakes made of 

buckwheat flour
 49. Swiss river
 50. Popular type of video 
game (abbr.)
 53. Have surgery
 57. Formal withdrawal 
from a union
 58. Performs spoken 
improv
 59. Greek war god
 60. 2,000 lbs.
 61. Helps to evade cap-
ture
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Swedish rock group
  2. “Friday Night Lights” 
director Peter
  3. Currency exchange fee
  4. Feline
  5. Folk singer DiFranco
  6. Ghastly pale from 
distress
  7. Rapid eye movements
  8. Monetary unit of 
Macao
  9. Lawmakers
 10. Colorless mineral
 11. At some prior time
 12. American protest 
singer
 13. Opener
 16. Seldom
 18. Relaxing places

 22. Touchdown
 23. From end to end
 24. Kids love him
 25. Metal-bearing solid
 27. Skin care product 
manufacturer
 28. Thirteen
 29. Angry
 30. Member of a Semitic 
people
 31. One-thousandth of an 
inch
 33. Former CIA
 35. Most lemony
 36. Engage in
 37. Mass of fish eggs
 39. Food supplies
 42. Backbones
 43. American real estate 
investment firm
 44. Megabyte
 46. “Three Coins in the 
Fountain” songwriter
 47. Dutch colonist
 48. Full-grown pike fish
 49. Emergency prep ex-
pert Edwards
 50. Flute
 51. Dismissive sound
 52. Slang term for mari-
juana
 53. Young women’s asso-
ciation
 54. Cosmopolitan city
 55. Narrow isthmus in 
Thailand
 56. Pointed end of a pen

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

Crossword_ ___

http://www.thewakullasun.com
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A new 4-H year begins in Wakulla
By RACHEL PIENTA

4-H Director

At the Wakulla 4-H Open House, 
the new club year did not begin with 
a speech. It began with music, con-
versation, curious questions and the 
unmistakable energy of young peo-
ple discovering what they might try 
next.
On Saturday, Aug. 29, close to 

200 people moved through the Ag-
ricultural Arena at the UF/IFAS Ex-
tension facility in Crawfordville. Col-
orfully decorated tables turned the 
arena into a lively map of opportu-
nity. Families met club leaders and 
youth members, examined projects 
and explored activities ranging from 
rabbits and poultry to art, ecology, 
food, entrepreneurship, communica-
tions, robotics and shooting sports.
The variety was the point. One 

child could pause over a rabbit, an-
other could investigate robotics, and 
another could picture taking the mi-
crophone, starting a small enterprise 
or building confidence outdoors. 
Community partners widened the 
experience with youth activities of 
their own, creating a family-friendly 
morning where nearly every stop in-
vited participation.
“The open house lets families see 

that 4-H is much bigger than any 
one project. It is a place to find an 
interest, build skills and belong to a 
community.”  — Christine Pearson, 
Wakulla 4-H program assistant
A Community Kickoff
The arena sounded as lively as 

it looked. Event emcee and sound 
engineer David Pienta kept the pro-
gram moving while local favorite 
Rockulla, led by music instructor 
Kevin Andrew, performed classic 
and contemporary country and pop 
selections. Several of Andrew’s stu-
dents are also 4-H members, making 
the performance another example of 
local talent and youth development 
coming together.
Food trucks Faith Brewed Coffee 

— by the Shack and Zap Zap LLC 
served choices ranging from coffee 
and breakfast sandwiches to Thai 
cuisine. Keep Wakulla County Beau-
tiful brought its costumed otter mas-
cot, the Wakulla County Coalition 

for Youth offered friendship-bracelet 
activities, and Wakulla STEAM en-
gaged visitors with robotics. Bunnies 
and bees added to a morning de-
signed to make learning visible, in-
viting and fun.
For 4-H Agent Rachel Pienta, the 

turnout reflected both the communi-
ty’s interest and the commitment of 
the volunteers who make local clubs 
possible.
“I want to thank everyone who 

came out to Open House on Satur-
day,” Pienta said. “The Wakulla 4-H 
volunteers work very hard to put on 
this annual club kickoff event, and 
it means a lot when the community 
shows up to support them and the 
youth. We’re looking forward to an-
other great year of serving Wakulla 
County.”
Learning by Doing, Growing with 

Others

The open house is festive, but its 
purpose reaches beyond a single 
Saturday. Florida 4-H describes its 
approach as hands-on, or learn-by-
doing, education that helps young 
people gain knowledge, practice re-
sponsibility, explore career paths 
and develop as productive citizens. 
Statewide offerings span agriculture, 
STEM, leadership, service and many 
other interests, with caring adults 
helping youth turn curiosity into ca-
pability.
That model is visible in Wakul-

la County’s club lineup. Some 
clubs build technical skills. Others 
strengthen communication, creativi-
ty, teamwork, environmental aware-
ness or leadership. Many do several 
of those things at once. Pearson said 
the goal is not for a young person 
to arrive already knowing how to do 
something. The goal is to give each 

member a supportive place to begin, 
practice and grow.
The wider Florida program reports 

reaching more than 206,000 youth 
ages 5 to 18 during the 2023-2024 
program year through clubs, school 
enrichment, camping and other ex-
periences, supported by more than 
8,000 adult and youth volunteers. 
Research highlighted by Florida 4-H 
associates participation with stronger 
academic engagement and increased 
interest in college and science- and 
technology-related pathways.
Clubs for the 2026-2027 Year
Enrollment is now open for the new 

club year. Wakulla 4-H is offering a 
broad mix of fall, spring and full-year 
experiences. Availability and sched-
ules may change, and some clubs 
will open later in the year. Families 
should follow Wakulla 4-H updates 
and contact the Extension office 
about interest or wait lists.

• Animals & Agriculture: 4-H Rab-
bit Club, Panhandle Poultry 4-H 
Club, Pet Pals Club, Horse Club 
(coming this spring)

• STEM, Nature & Making: Robot-
ics 4-H SPIN Club, Ecology Crew 4-H 
Club, 4-H Clay Makers, Art Lab 4-H 
Club, Build-a-Board 4-H SPIN Club

• Leadership, Voice & Enterprise: 
Future Leaders of Wakulla (FLOW), 
Communications Voice and Vision 
SPIN Club, Entrepreneurship 4-H 
Club, 4-H Food Challenge Club 
(opens later)

• Outdoor Skills: 4-H Archery 
(fall), 4-H Air Rifle (spring), 4-H Shot-
gun Club
Families may create or log in to a 

household account at 4-H Online, 
add or re-enroll members, select 
Wakulla County, choose clubs and 
projects, and submit enrollment. Re-
turning members can use their ex-
isting account. Families who are new 
to 4-H can contact the local office for 
help choosing a club or understand-
ing when a particular offering will 
open.

Enroll: https://v2.4honline.com
Questions: Christine Pearson at 

850-901-7092 or christinepearson@
ufl.edu

Wakulla Extension: can be 
reached at 850-926-3931.

More than 200 people attended the 4-H Open House on Saturday. Above, 
the 4-H table. Below, the different clubs and groups.

 

The Rotary Club of Wakulla presents

wakullarotary@yahoo.com

https://www.zeffy.com/
en-US/ticketing/

boots-and-bingo-2

Get Your 
Tickets Now!

https://www.zeffy.com/https://www.zeffy.com/

The Rotary Club of Wakulla presentsThe Rotary Club of Wakulla presents

&&
Saturday 

Octoberber 10th
5-11PM5-11PM

Individual Tickets 
& Tables Available

http://www.thewakullasun.com
https://v2.4honline.com
mailto:wakullarotary@yahoo.com
https://www.zeffy.com/
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FSU quarterback Ashton Daniels launches a pass.

FSU wins, 34-17
By BOB FERRANTE
Editor, The Osceola

Ashton Daniels saw his receivers 
were covered and opted for the easy 
play, a 4-yard touchdown run to cap 
Florida State’s 60-yard drive. And 
an end-zone celebration with Peter 
Warrick.
Daniels was hit-and-miss in his 

FSU debut, tossing an inexcusable 
interception but also had a 4-yard 
touchdown pass to Samuel Singleton 
Jr. in the first half of FSU’s 34-17 win 
over New Mexico State on Saturday.
FSU coach Mike Norvell called a 

high-percentage pass for Daniels on 
the first play, having him roll right 
and connecting with Duce Robinson 
for a short gain. Daniels’ 44-yard pass 
to Danzy was one of his best throws 
as the quarterback often utilized the 
screen game and took check-down 
passes. He also had a nice touch, 
downfield pass to Robinson for 24 

yards.
Daniels finished 17 of 27 (62.9 

percent) for 202 yards. He often took 
screens and check downs to help move 
FSU’s offense into scoring position.
“I think the team did well, I think 

the offense did well,” Daniels said. 
“Obviously, there’s some plays that we 
want to have back. But I think that we 
responded very well to some negative 
plays, putting points on the board.”
Ousmane Kromah had a weaving 

52-yard run in the fourth quarter. 
The sophomore enjoyed his first 100-
yard game, picking up 115 yards on 
14 carries.
But Singleton Jr. did a little bit of 

everything. He had nine carries for 
42 yards and caught four passes for 
54 yards. Singleton’s 46-yard kickoff 
return also set up Florida State (1-0) 
near midfield, and he finished off the 
drive with a 2-yard TD run.
Subscribe to The Osceola by visit-

ing theosceola.com/subscribe.

Offer subject to change without notice. 1. $25,000 minimum deposit. APY assumes interest remains on deposit until maturity. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/01/2026. 
Penalty for early certificate withdrawal, which may reduce earnings. Ask any CAMPUS representative for more information about applicable fees and terms. Deposits are federally 
insured up to $250,000 by the National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency. 2. Credit approval and initial $5 deposit required.

Membership is open to anyone in Gadsden, Jefferson, Leon, Madison, and Wakulla counties.2

Visit campuscu.com to find a  
CAMPUS Service Center near you!

Call 850-894-9098 and press 5

Visit us online at campuscu.com/cd-special

  

Bring your new deposit from another 
financial institution for this great rate.

13-Month Term

4.25%
APY1

$25,000 Minimum

CD SPECIAL

Harvest Better Savings

PHOTO BY KEN FIELDS

http://www.thewakullasun.com
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850-926-9100
WPTPROPERTIES.COM

“Let Waypoint Properties help 
you find your way home...”

Next game:

War Eagles get by Taylor, 25-19
By WILLIAM SNOWDEN

Editor

The Wakulla War Ea-
gles got their second 
victory of the season, a 
hard-fought 25-19 win 
over a tough Taylor Coun-
ty Bulldog team.
Head Coach Derek 

Allen Jr. said it was a 
“sloppy” game – lots of 
mistakes and penalties. 
“Difficult playing in that 
environment” of Perry. 
But he was pleased that 
War Eagle fans packed 
the stands as well, and 
credited the fans with 
helping get the win.
Some of the sloppi-

ness included four un-
sportsmanlike penalties 
on Wakulla – with two 
of those going against 
Ryheem Moore, receiver 
and safety, which led to 
him being ejected.
The first call was after 

a receiving touchdown. 
Coach Allen said players 
get 5 seconds to celebrate 
and Moore exceeded that 
limit, according to ref-
erees.
The second foul came 

after referees met with 
both coaches and warned 
there was lots of un-
sportsmanlike conduct. 
Right after that, Moore 
made a tackle on the 
scrambling Bulldog quar-
terback and appeared to 
flex as he stood up, draw-
ing a flag and ejection.
The game was notable 

as well in seeing Coach 
Allen’s rushing attack 
with multiple running 
backs. Quarterback Ash-
ton Brooks shared time 
with Jaylen Jones, who 
played quarterback for 
Coach Allen last season in 

Blountstown, and RB 
Danny Godbolt came in 
and ran a wildcat play.
With the game on the 

line in the 4th quarter, 

the War Eagles up by 6 
points, they took over 
with about 4 minutes left.
“I told the boys we 

only need one or two first 

downs to run out the 
clock,” Coach Allen said. 
And that’s what they 

did.
The team combined 

rushing totaled 281 
yards. Offensive player 
of the week was RB Nigel 
Cloud who gained  90 
yards on 17 carries, in-
cluding a touchdown.
QB Brooks was named 

MVP of the week, going 
10 of 13 passing for 158 
yards and a TD.
Defensive player was 

linebacker Cedric Hicks 
who had 3 tackles and a 
forced fumble. 
A special teams player 

was Jaylen Jones with a 
blocked PAT and a tackle. 
(He also scored an offen-
sive touchdown.)

GAME RECAP

Wakulla took the open-
ing kickoff and the first 
drive stalled behind nu-
merous penalties. On the 
punt, the ball sailed over 
the punter’s head and 
was a scoop and score 
by the Bulldogs. Extra 
point was blocked. Taylor 
up 6-0.
Taylor tried an onside 

kick, but Wakulla recov-
ered it at midfield. The 
War Eagle drive was feed-
ing running back Nigel 
Cloud, who completed the 
drive with a touchdown 
run, dragging defenders 
into the end zone with 
him. War Eagles go for 
2 point conversion but 
come up short. Tied at 6.
Bul ldogs couldn’t 

move the ball and punt-
ed. Wakulla takes the 

punt at the 45 and drive 
down and score on a 
10-yard TD pass to Rhy-
eem Moore. He’s called 
for unsportsmanlike on 
celebration. Extra point 
missed. Wakulla 12-6. 
Bulldog next drive: 

long pass to inside the 
20. Couple of plays later 
it’s first and goal at the 
4. Halfback pass for a 
score. PAT good. Taylor 
up 13-12. 
On Wakulla’s next 

drive, they get a 27-yard 
field goal by kicker Colby 
Carrranza to take a 15-
13 lead.
Bulldog fumble on 

their next drive, but 
Wakulla can’t move the 
ball. Punt from deep in 
their own territory goes 
off the side of the punter’s 
foot, downed at 25. Bull-
dogs take advantage of 
the short field and score 
on a touchdown pass. Ex-
tra point no good. Taylor 
up 19-15 at halftime.
In the third quar-

ter, Jaylen Jones as 
QB scores on a rushing 
touchdown. Extra point 
makes it 22-19.
In the 4th quarter, 

Carranza added a 30-
yard field goal to make 
it Wakulla 25-19 with 6 
minutes remaining.
Bulldogs forced to 

punt on their next pos-
sesion and Wakulla ran 
the ball to run out the 
clock. Final: Wakulla 25, 
Taylor 19.
While it was sloppy, Al-

len said “It’s always good 
to find a win.”
War Eagles are 2-0 on 

the young season.

UP NEXT: CHILES
TIMBERWOLVES

 Wakulla travels to 
Tallahassee this Friday 
night to play the Chiles 
Timberwolves.
Coach Allen noted 

Chiles is 1-1. He noted 
they won their first game 
by 50 points and then 
were locked in a 14-14 
tie with Florida High last 
week before falling in the 
second half 24-14.
“They’re no pushover,” 

Allen said, addding that 
his War Eagles would 
have to play more funda-
mental football.
“We’ve got to play more 

disciplined,” he said.

Friday, September 4
Wakulla War Eagles travel to Tallahassee to 

play the Chiles Timberwolves at 7 p.m. 

Running back Danny Godbolt in action.

PHOTO BY KEN FIELDS

ASHTON BROOKS
Quarterback

CEDRIC HICKS
Linebacker

NIGEL CLOUD
Running back

JAYLEN JONES
Athlete

O� enseMVP Defense Special Teams

WAR EAGLES
FOOTBALL

All games live
on 94.1 FM,

Wave94.com and
our free apps for

Apple and Android
Tune in after every game for the 
Total Care Dental Coach’s Show!

IS ON THE AIR

Brought to you by:

from the Coach
Last week: Sloppy game against Taylor but always good to 
get a win.
Scouting: Chiles is 1-1, and no pushover. 
Key to victory: War Eagles need to play fundamental foot-
ball, play disciplined. Focus on getting Wakulla’s athletes the 
ball in space this week.

3  Y
3  Y

Coaches Corner
brought to you by

3youtdoorequipmentcrawfordville.stihldealer.net

850- 926- 3300   
2219 Crawfordville HWY. Crawfordville   

LET’S MOW DOWN THE COMPETITION

COACH
Derek Allen

(850)926-6526

Mon. - Fri. 8am - 5pm
Sat. 8am - 2pm

2219 Crawfordville Hwy., 
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Locally Owned by Charlie Grim • charliegrim@msn.com • LubeXpert.us

Proud sponsor of players of the week 

GO WAR EAGLESGO WAR EAGLES

http://www.thewakullasun.com
mailto:charliegrim@msn.com
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