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'The money will be used to build a Workforce Training and Resilence Facility

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Tallahassee State Col-
lege announced a $27.3
million investment in
Wakulla County for a new
facility that will expand
workforce education and
training opportunities
while strengthening com-
munity resilience.

At a ceremony on Mon-
day, Sept. 21 at Wakulla
Environmental Institute,
plans were announced
for the new Wakulla
Workforce Training and
Resilence Facility.

The new facility will
bring together programs
currently offered at the
TSC Wakulla Center
and expand training in
high-demand fields, in-
cluding healthcare, ed-
ucation, environmental
sciences, marine service
technologies, construc-
tion trades, and more.

Funding for the proj-

Jim Murdaugh, pré;idet of TSC, flanked by Education Commissioner Henry M

& :
ack and

Christian Caban, chair of the TSC Board of Trustees and others.

ect, includes more than
$17 million in federal
funding from the U.S.
Economic Development
Administration through
the 2025 Disaster Sup-
plemental Grant Pro-

Festival of Joy

Saturday was one of the Festivals of Joy for special
needs kids held quarterly at Wakulla Springs Lodge,

gram and more than $10
million from Triumph
Gulf Coast. An additional
$266,000 was raised by
the college’s foundation.

Christian Caban,
chair of the TSC Board
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of Trustees, said it is “the
largest capital project
that TSC has undertak-
en in Wakulla County,”
which drew applause
from the crowd of about

Turn to Page 15
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organized by Mary Wallace, who created the non-prof-
it Joy-ful Journeys to support the events. Here, Ethan
Pache gets a prize from a ball drop event. (Photo by
Linda Ann McDonald)

POLITICAL ANNOUNCEMENT

Beverly Keister is running for BOCC

By BEVERLY KEISTER
Candidate

I have always been
interested in politics and
I am deeply concerned
about the lack of respon-
siveness of the current
Wakulla County govern-
ment. I do not think the
current administration is
adequately representing
the citizens of Wakulla
County. I want to be sure
the pristine natural beau-
ty of Wakulla County is
preserved and protected.
I think there is a need
for more access to rec-
reational opportunities
for our youth. I think
developers should pay
their fair share of new
development.

I am a Christian Con-
servative who believes
the citizens of Wakulla
County should have the
right to determine what
their priorities are and

County commission candidate Beverly Keister

the ability to pursue those
priorities. I will be respon-

sive to the needs of the
people of Wakulla County.

My Grandmother was
one of the first female del-
egates to the Democratic
National Convention. She
packed up their family
and they drove across this
country from southern
Illinois to California to
attend the convention in
the 1920s. I continue her
Christian Conservative
values and appreciate this
opportunity to represent
you in our local Wakulla
County government.

I was born in Louisville
Kentucky, the 6th child
of U.S. Air Force Fighter
pilot, Joe Keister, and
Leta Keister, and grew up
in Thomasville, Georgia,
where I graduated with
honors from Thomasville
High School and was in-
ducted into the National
Honor Society my Junior
year. I went on to grad-
uate with Honors and
received a Masters degree

Turn to Page 5

kol 6? WeatherSTEM

Weather forecast from Wakulla High School
Thursday Friday Saturday

Mostly Sunny Partly Cloudy Mostly Sunny
Hi: 86° Lo: 64° 7%
Sunrise 7:27 AM
Sunset 7:31 PM

Hi: 83° Lo: 62° $5%
Sunrise 7:27 AM
Sunset 7:30 PM

Hi: 84° Lo: 62° 4%
Sunrise 7:28 AM
Sunset 7:29 PM
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Murder trial set
for Bahamian
policeman

Berneil Pinder was charged after
shooting Cody Castillo of Wakulla

outside a Nassau bar

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

The police officer who shot a Wakulla man to
death outside a Nassau bar in March has an up-
coming court date on a murder charge on Sept. 25.

Berneil Pinder, 51, a police superintendent with
the Royal Bahamian Police, was off-duty when
he shot Cody Castillo, 31, in his truck. Pinder re-
portedly initially claimed that Castillo had driven
towards him in the truck, but a dash cam inside
the truck did not show that.

Castillo was from Wakulla and working as a
lineman for the Pike Corporation in the Bahamas.

Castillo and other crewmates were eating din-
ner at Da Plantation Bar and Grill and watching
a soccer match when a disturbance began.

After being charged with murder, Pinder was
released on $30,000 bond in June with conditions
that he wear an ankle monitor and check in with
the court three times a week.

Castillo’s death came as he and wife Makayla
were to celebrate their first weddding anniversary.
She gave birth to their son recently.

Cody Castillo and wife Makayla.

Staff Report

A 66-year-old Tallahassee man died while
scalloping off the St. Marks Lighthouse on
Thursday, Sept. 17.

Wakulla Sheriff’s Office Chief of Staff Billy
Jones posted a video to Facebook that day,
noting that dispatch received a call around
10 a.m. concerning a boater experiencing an
apparent medical emergency while scalloping
near the lighthouse.

Wildlife officers responded by boat, located
the boater, and began lifesaving measures.
Despite those efforts, the man was pronounced
deceased.

Jones said the investigation by the sheriff’s
office and the state Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission remains ongoing.

Wakulla Sun to host
candidate forum

Staff Report

The Wakulla Sun will host a candidate forum
for the three candidates seeking the District
4 seat on the Wakulla County Commission:
Republican Carrie Hughes, Democrat Beverly
Keister, and independent Patricia Dyszer.

All three candidates have committed to at-
tend.

The forum will be held on Thursday, Sept.
24 at the Chamber of Commerce office (the old
courthouse) on the second floor beginning at
6 p.m.

Sun readers are encouraged to submit ques-
tions for the forum - send them to editor@
thewakullasun.com or mail them to the Sun
office, 12 Arran Road, Crawfordville FL 32327
or drop your questions off at the office.
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TREE SOLUTIONS

Your Trusted Local Tree experts since 1998
Y

Serving Crawfordville and Surrounding areas &

FREE ESTIMATES
> Lic. &Ins.

850-926-5592:
Sales & Serwce

" 3232 Crawfordwlle Hwy ‘Crawfordville e
Owned and Operated by Gary Limbaugh'Lic. # CAC1814304

. Monday - Friday
4 11:00 - 3:00
)850 -962-3079

'/ |/ INDOOR & PATIO SEATING
"' /' DINE IN OR CARRY OUT
= D DOORDASH
W@dhm‘ﬂwaﬂﬂmab@ Busines
v = butl we want WOUIR B s_l
2000 Crawfordyville Hwy.

Across from Wal Mart
Sun. - Thurs. 11-9

Fri. and Sat. 11-10

New / Used
Land ¢ Home

4 2027 Model Homes Arriving Weekly!

In-house, on-the-spot financing, No Minimum Credit

Score Required and ZERO down for qualified buyers.
All credit situations considered.

Top dollar paid for your Trade-in,
regardless of age or condition.

*OPEN HO USE DAILY-*

At Tademank Homes...you have friends with
* LOW PRICES *
1700 S. Jefferson St.,

Monticello, FL. %

.
(850) 459-4864 - call or text anytime
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Student of the Week

Caiden Williams — Riversprings Middle School

Achievements/Reason for Nomination: Riversprings Mid-
dle School is proud to recognize Caiden Williams as our Stu-
dent of the Month. Caiden exemplifies what it means to be a
dedicated student-athlete through his hard work, leadership,
and positive attitude. As thequarterback for the Riversprings
football team, he demonstrates determination, discipline,
and the ability to lead by example both on and off the field.
In the classroom, Caiden is respectful, responsible, and com-
mitted to doing his best. He consistently puts forth strong
effort in his studies while encouraging those around him

to succeed. His perseverance, teamwork, and willingness to
help others make him a role model for his peers and a valued
member of the Riversprings community.

Congratulations, Caiden, on being named Student of the
Month. Your achievements, leadership, and dedication make
this recognition well deserved!

STUDENT OF THE WEEK FEATURES A DIFFERENT SCHOOL EACH WEEK.

Plant of the Week By Sarracenia Chapter of FNPS

Water Cowbane

By LYNN ARTZ, DAVID RODDENBERRY, and

s SANDY TEDDER

Water cowbane (Tiedemannia filiformis) dis-
plays its large white flower clusters in shallow
freshwater wetlands in late summer and early
2 fall. The flat clusters, called umbels, have a
~ ~ common center and equal length stalks. Each
! 1-2-wide umbel has 12-22 smaller clusters
" (umbellets) with up to 25 dainty white flowers

| apiece. The blooms of water cowbane attract

eastern black swallowtail butterflies. The eggs
they lay become caterpillars that feed first
on the flowers, and later the leaves. Water
cowbane grows 3-5 feet tall in full sun in wet
organic muck. Also called water dropwort, this
long-lived perennial with a tap root is native
to the southeastern US. It occurs throughout
Florida in freshwater marshes, bogs, wet prai-
ries, wet flatwoods, along small streams, and
in roadside ditches. The pond at Sopchoppy
Depot Park has many.

"“‘l

Wakulla County
Tax Collectors
Office

SPECIALTY TAGS
$15 - $30 additional

to cost of tag.

MARGARITAVILLE

BENEFITS THE
SINGING FOR
CHANGE CHARITY

The Margaritaville specialty license plate in Florida
benefits the Singing for Change charity. This charity,
founded by Jimmy Buffett, provides grants to Florida
nonprofits that help communities recover from natural
disasters. Specifically, the funds are directed towards
organizations assisting with hurricane and other disaster
recovery and rebuilding efforts.

RA\ & sATURDAY, 7
=7 ﬁ - SEPTEMBER 263
4 _ Hwy 98 — Line up is 9:30 - 2

N the FU h

Parade hosted by \
Coastal Optimist Club —— _. !

Groups and orgamzatlons should send their completed form to
Wakullaoptimist@yahoo.com

Entrants will receive an email to let them know their place in the line-up. ;

7 Email danielsj@rocketmail.com with any questions.

FOLLOW THE SUN.
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Nearly 700 volunteers help at Coastal Cleanup in Wakulla

By TAMMIE NASON
KWCB Director

Keep Wakulla County Beautiful’s
2026 International Coastal Cleanup
brought together approximately 700
volunteers on Saturday, Sept. 19,
for a morning of service, education,
and community celebration across
Wakulla County.

Volunteers worked at sites in-
cluding Woolley Park, Ochlockonee
State Park, Mashes Sands Beach,
Shell Point, Bottoms Road, St.
Marks, the St. Marks Lighthouse,
Wakulla Springs, and Cherokee
Sink. Although the morning was
very hot, volunteers persevered and
made a strong impact throughout
the county.

One standout group was
NJROTC, whose members collect-
ed 136.59 pounds of debris despite
the heat. At Cherokee Sink, Gabri-
elle Gabrielli and her crew from Life
Worth Leading brought both divers
and land-based volunteers. Gabri-
elli reported that the group collect-
ed more debris from that site than
they had seen there in recent years,
showing that some locations still
need continued attention.

At many other cleanup sites, how-
ever, volunteers reported that over-
all trash levels were not as heavy as
in previous years. That was encour-
aging news for KWCB and a hope-
ful sign that continued education,
cleanup efforts, and community
involvement may be helping reduce
litter in some areas.

One form of litter that remains
a major concern is cigarette waste.
Volunteers collected thousands of
cigarette butts during the morning
as part of KWCB’s annual “Weigh
Your Butts” contest. This year’s
$100 prize went to Students Work-
ing Against Tobacco, whose mem-

) Divers with trash taken out of Chzrokee Sink.

bers collected the greatest amount
of cigarette litter.

Following the cleanup, volun-
teers gathered at Woolley Park to
celebrate the morning’s accomplish-
ments. Josh Lawhon, Rolbert Pil-
ington, and Robert Manning grilled
approximately 500 hot dogs to feed
volunteers after a long, hot morn-
ing of cleanup work. During lunch,
Chris “Cottonmouth” Perry enter-
tained the crowd with live music.

The KWCB Youth Council also
hosted a tent with games and activ-
ities for youth and showcased en-
tries in the Trash to Tide Recycled
Art Contest. This year’s winners
were Breanna Rybak, McKenna Ry-
bak, and Emma Mejia, whose cre-
ative projects helped reinforce the
message of reusing materials and
keeping waste out of waterways.

The Woolley Park celebration also
included informational booths from
local environmental groups and
nonprofits, outdoor games for both
kids and adults, and prize draw

ings. Volunteers had the opportu-
nity to win cash through KWCB’s
new Litter Loot drawings, as well as
other prizes donated by community
partners. Additional prizes included
large cooler bags from Florida DEP
Coastal Management and beauti-
ful canvas prints from Nekked Eye
Photography.

KWCB extends a heartfelt thank-
you to the many volunteers, site
captains, board members, commu-
nity organizations, photographers,
food volunteers, registration help-
ers, entertainers, and others who
worked behind the scenes to make
the event possible. From distribut-
ing shirts and supplies to collecting
data, organizing sites, transporting
debris, serving food, taking photos,
and providing prizes, the event was
truly a community effort.

KWCB is also deeply grateful to
this year’s sponsors and communi-
ty partners: Ace Hardware, Air Con,
Barton’s Floors & More, Breakfast
Station, Capital City Bank, Cen-

tennial Bank, Crawfordville Chiro-
practic Clinic, Crawfordville Lions
Club, Darren Murphy, Marc Dick-
ieson, English Financial, Forgotten
Coast Exchange, Friends of Wakul-
la Springs, Gabrielle Consulting,
Golden  Construction, Amanda
Gruebel, Caden Gruebel, Gulf Coast
Lumber, Hydra Engineering, Just
Fruits & Exotics, Panacea Water-
fronts, Rachel Pienta, Rybak Realty,
Songbird Nails, SRM, Trident, UPS,
Wakulla Title, Waste Pro, and White
Squirrel Nursery.

“Nearly 700 people gave their
Saturday morning to help protect
the places we all enjoy, despite the
heat,” said KWCB Executive Direc-
tor Tammie Nason. “Seeing fewer
items at some sites is encouraging,
while other areas reminded us that
there is still plenty of work to do. We
are incredibly grateful to every vol-
unteer, sponsor, partner, and com-
munity member who helped make
the day possible.”

The International Coastal Clean-
up is about more than removing
litter for one morning. It is about
collecting valuable data, protect-
ing wildlife and waterways, raising
awareness, and encouraging people
to think about how everyday choic-
es affect the environment.

KWCB also reminds everyone en-
joying Wakulla County’s parks, riv-
ers, springs, beaches, and coastal
areas to follow one simple rule: if
you bring it in, take it out and dis-
pose of it responsibly. Preventing
litter at the source is the best way
to protect wildlife, waterways, and
the natural beauty we all enjoy.

For Keep Wakulla County Beau-
tiful, the ultimate goal remains
simple: fewer items to pick up each
year because fewer items are being
littered in the first place.

PAWS holds Pamper Your Pooch dog Wash on Saturday
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Far left, PAWS President Petra Shuff and a volun-
teer wash a dog. Center, the smallest customer. And

above, getting nails clipped.

PHOTOS BY NICOLE CASE

Art in the Park is coming. Vendor applications due Sept. 25

By NICOLE CASE

Correspondent

Wakulla County and
Visit Wakulla are ush-
ering in a new tradition:
the Art Walk in the Park,
an event that began in
Crawfordville in 2025.

The event, which
seeks to highlight local
artisans and musicians,
will be held at Azalea
and Hudson parks on
Nov. 14, from 9:30 a.m.
to 4 p.m.

Last year Wakulla
County sponsored the
first Art Walk in the Park
— organized by Kinsey
Miller, the county’s for-
mer Public Information
Officer — which was a
considerably smaller
affair than this year’s Art
Walk will be.

However, as of this
year, the county’s Tour-
ist Development Council
has taken over sponsor-

ship for the event.

Since becoming the
TDC Coordinator in
February, Ashley Row-
land-Yost, who also
serves in Wakulla’s
Planning and Communi-
ty Development Depart-
ment, has been brought
on to organize the event.

She began planning
and organizing the event
back in July and hopes
to make this year’s Art
Walk bigger, potentially
establishing it as an an-
nual event.

“This is one of the
things that we would
like to see ongoing for
our community,” Row-
land-Yost explained,
“and to get visitors to
come visit Wakulla.”

Although it had sever-
al local vendors, 2025’s
Art Walk had no live
entertainment, some-
thing folks can expect
to change in this year’s

TDC Coordinator Ashley Rowland-Yost.

fair.

“l was just reaching
out to some local artists,
but I also wanted to get

.. the whole communi-
ty involved,” said Row-
land-Yost.

Performing music at
the Art Walk will be the
Riviera Flats, a Craw-
fordville-based rock
and country band; the
Wakulla High School
guitar class, led by

Christopher Mrofchak,
who also maintains a
teaching studio at Tim-
berlane Arts and Dance
Academy; Lauren Wil-
helm, a self-described
“hairstylist, musician,
and mom” who played
Betty Rizzo in Wakul-
la’s 2023 production
of “Grease!”; and CJ
Beach, a musician from
Panacea who founded
the Deadman Walking

Music Festival support-
ing local artists — the
fifth celebration of which
was held on April 4th at
Pavaler Tree Theater in
Crawfordyville.

All of these perfor-
mances will be held at
Hudson Park, where
attendees can also find
food and refreshments.

Other highlighted
participants are WHS’
Culinary Class teacher,
Ryan Warner, whose
class will be selling
food alongside the food
trucks; and WHS’ art
teacher Emily Strick-
land.

Rowland-Yost is still
seeking vendor applica-
tions from local artisans.

“I’'m hoping to have all
of the ... artist applica-
tions in by Sept. 25th,
but if there’s still spots
available, then I would
accept them.”

Artist categories range

from photography to
woodworking; the work
must be original and
mostly or entirely hand-
made by the applicant.

Applicants will also
be asked to provide their
website or social media,
if available; photographs
of their art and work-
space; and represent
their work at the Art
Walk.

To apply, there is a
non-refundable $35
fee. According to Row-
land-Yost, if you’re se-
lected, “that also in-
cludes your booth space
at the park. Which is
typically $25.”

To find more infor-
mation or apply as a
vendor, visit the events
section of mywakulla.
com or contact Ashley
Rowland-Yost at ayost@
mywakulla.com or (850)
408-9392.
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof;

or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and

to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Florida Wild Mammal’s Feathers and Fur fundraiser is Oct. 17

Special to The Sun

Every year, North Florida resi-
dents encounter native wildlife in
trouble — an orphaned squirrel af-
ter a storm, an injured owl along a
roadway, a young raccoon separat-
ed from its mother, or another wild
animal that suddenly needs help.

For more than three decades, the
Florida Wild Mammal Association
(FWMA) has been there to answer
those calls. Based in Wakulla
County, FWMA is dedicated to the

Remember Jubel,

run for hospice

Editor, The Sun:

The Wakulla Free Riders’ 8th An-
nual Memorial Poker Run for Jubel,
“Remembering Jubel, Run for Hos-
pice” will be held on Saturday, Oct.
10. All proceeds from the event will be
donated to Big Bend Hospice of Wakul-
la County. This event is sponsored by
Wakulla Free Riders, in memory of
Jubel Bissonnette.

The Wakulla Free Riders, Jubel’s
wife Sandy, dedicated volunteers, and
local businesses are honored to raise
money for Big Bend Hospice of Wakul-
la County in memory of their friend
and fellow Free Rider, Jubel. Together,
the Free Riders and the community
hope to surpass last year’s proceeds
and provide even greater support for
the compassionate care Hospice pro-
vides to local patients and families.

“We are incredibly grateful for
Wakulla Free Riders’ continued sup-
port of Big Bend Hospice over the past
7 years. Their generosity from the
Annual Memorial Poker Run for Jubel

rescue, rehabilitation and release
of Florida’s native wildlife, while
also educating the public about the
animals with whom we share our
communities.

This fall, FWMA is inviting the
community to support that mission
in a very special way: On Saturday,
October 17, the Historic Sopchoppy
Gymnasium will be transformed
for FWMA’s Feathers & Fur Mas-
querade Ball — Moonlight in the
Wild. The event, from 6:30 to 10:30
p-m., will combine the elegance of

a masquerade ball with the natural
beauty of North Florida.

Tickets are $75 per person, with
proceeds supporting FWMA’s wild-
life rescue, rehabilitation, release
and educational efforts.

Businesses, organizations and in-
dividuals are supporting Moonlight
in the Wild through sponsorships,
silent auction donations, in-kind
contributions and volunteer service.

FWMA continues to welcome
sponsors, silent auction donors and
volunteers as preparations for the

LETTERS FROM READERS

has made a lasting difference for pa-
tients and families we serve in Wakulla
County,” sai Dena Hendrix, Big Bend
Hospice Foundations President.

The first bike leaves Dux in Craw-
fordville at 11:30 a.m., followed by
stops at Salty Donkey in Panacea,
Outzs II in Newport, and Hobbit at
South Capital Circle and Crawfordville
Highway. The final stop is the Wakulla
Free Riders Clubhouse, 45 Allen Har-
vey Road, with the last bike in at 5
p.-m. All bikes and cars are welcome,
and no coolers are permitted.

Event donation jars are available
throughout Wakulla County. The
poker run costs $10 per hand, and
participants may draw at any stop.
Those who make all five stops receive
an extra card. Prizes include $100 for
best hand, $25 for worst hand, 50/50,
and raffle. A hand-knitted throw blan-
ket will be open for auction. Jubel
Poker Run Koozies and T-shirts will
be available for purchase.

The clubhouse gates open at 2
p-m. Live music by Big Poppa & The
Shuffle Brothers begins at 4 p.m., and
barbecue chicken will be served with
all the fixings.

For more information, call Bryan at
850-694-2789.

Adopt a senior for
Christmas

Editor, The Sun:

Many local seniors spend the
holidays alone. This Christmas,
WakullaGiving Hands is giving our
community a chance to change that.

Our Adopt a Senior for Christmas
program connects local businesses
and individuals with enrolled seniors
who need a little extra love during
the holidays. As a sponsor, you can

October event move forward.

The 2026 Feathers & Fur Mas-
querade Ball — Moonlight in the
Wild will be held Saturday, October
17, from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. at the
Historic Sopchoppy Gymnasium
in Sopchoppy. Tickets are $75 per
person.

For information about tickets,
sponsorship opportunities, volun-
teering, silent auction donations or
the Florida Wild Mammal Associa-
tion, contact FWMA at (904) 424-
5473 or donna.fwma@gmail.com.

adopt one or more seniors, donate
gifts, make a monetary donation, or
volunteer your time.

Suggested gifts include: warm
blankets, socks, toiletries, puzzle
books, gift cards, and handwritten
Christmas cards.

Contact us at (448) 215-5391
or visit wakullagivinghands.org for
deadlines and drop-off locations.

Together, we can make this Christ-
mas unforgettable.

Thanks for making a difference,

Marcia Mathis
Wakulla Giving Hands Ambassador

Something on your mind?

Email Letters to the Editor to editor@thewakul-

lasun.com; or mail it The Wakulla Sun, 12 Arran

Road, Crawfordville FL 32327; or drop it by the
office on the courthouse square.

Thursday, September 24

» ‘We Will Not Be Silent, a play by David
Meyers based on a true story set in Mu-
nich 1943 will be performed at Palaver
Tree Theater, 59 Shadeville Road, at 8 p.m.
Tickets at palavertreetheater.org.

« The Rotary Club of Wakulla County
meets at the TSC Wakulla Center at 8:30
a.m.

« Line dancing is 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the
Women’s Club. 6:30 to 8 for beginners.
$10.

o The VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will
be held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in
Crawfordville, every Thursday. There are
concessions and raffles.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30
p.m. every Thursday at 54 Ochlockonee
St.

On the Horizon
Calendar of events for the week of September 24

Friday, September 25

« Wakulla War Eagles host district rival
Suwannee Bulldogs at ].D. Jones Stadium
at 7 p.m.

» ‘We Will Not Be Silent, a play, will be
performed at Palaver Tree Theater, 59
Shadeville Road, at 8 p.m. Tickets at pa-
lavertreetheater.org.

« Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon
and 7 p.m. every Friday at 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

Saturday, September 26

o Blue Crab Festival in Panacea begins
with a parade at 10 a.m., then moves
to Woolley Park for opening ceremony.
There will be music and dance perfor-
mances, craft and food vendors, and a
crab race at 3 p.m. Admission to the park
is $3 per person, children 12 and younger
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« ‘We Will Not Be Silent; a play, will be
performed at Palaver Tree Theater, 59
Shadeville Road, at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Tickets at palavertreetheater.org.

Sunday, September 27

» Wakulla Giving Hands food giveaway
every Sunday from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. at
the facility across from Medart Elemen-
tary on Highway 98. Line up begins at
11 a.m.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets every
Sunday at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Monday, September 28

o The Wakulla Respite Program is avail-
able for anyone with memory impairment
at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake
Ellen Baptist Church every Monday.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m.
for women and 8 p.m. for men every
Monday at 54 Ochlockonee St.

 Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class with
Margaret every Monday at 11 a.m. First
Baptist Church CLC Building in Craw-
fordville. Bring a mat.

Tuesday, September 29

 Sopchoppy community dinner is held
every week at the Towles House at 6:30
p.m.

 Alcoholics Anonymous meets every
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee
St.

Wednesday, September 30
« Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon

and 6:30 p.m. every Wednesday at 54
Ochlockonee St.

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

You can support The Wakulla Sun
with a tax-deductible donation to
help us cover the stories that mat-
ter to you.

By donating, you help us keep
citizens informed, hold officials
accountable and cover the most
important topics in our commu-
nity.

Your contributions will equip our
newsroom to better serve you and
all our readers.

That means:

* More reporters on the street

* More local news about our com-
munity

¢ More local content on the envi-
ronment and local businesses

A little bit goes a long way. With
your help, we can keep the press-
es running through hard times.
We would very much appreciate
your contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation
is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organi-
zation with its principal place of
business in Florida.

The Florida Press Foundation is
registered to solicit charitable
contributions in Florida. Financial
and other information about the
Florida Press Foundation’s pur-
pose, programs and activities can
be obtained by visiting https://
floridapressfoundation.org or by
writing to Florida Press Founda-
tion at 336 East College Avenue,
Suite 304, Tallahassee FL 32301.
We accept donations by card or
check. If by check, payment must
be made to the Florida Press
Foundation and write in the check
memo line that you want the do-
nation to go to The Wakulla Sun.
Send it to Florida Press Founda-
tion at 336 East College Avenue,
Suite 304, Tallahassee FL 32301


http://www.thewakullasun.com
https://floridapressfoundation.org
https://floridapressfoundation.org
http://www.facebook.com/@TheWakullaSun
http://www.twitter.com/@TheWakullaSun
mailto:editor@thewakullasun.com
mailto:estanton@thewakullasun.com
mailto:circulation@thewakullasun.com
mailto:lkinsey@thewakullasun.com
mailto:donna.fwma@gmail.com
mailto:editor@thewakul-lasun.com
mailto:editor@thewakul-lasun.com
mailto:editor@thewakul-lasun.com
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“She’s a pit bull, and
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Polled at Paws Spa Day event: ,

Retired

, CARLA HANKS _
CFO - Hanks HRM Solutions’
“Chicken! I make
Gracies’s and Puddin’ S
dog food from scratch.

What is your dog S favorlte tteat"

Iris Ann’s—
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KAREN, FRAZEY ,
Retired
“Ice cubes! Our vet
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fect fat free treat.
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Escrow Officer
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Wakulla Crossroads

By VERNA BROCK

How pleasant to begin to have cooler
mornings and afternoons! The chang-
es are negligible, but still noticeable.
Leaves have begun to change color
and slowly drift to the ground. Lows
occasionally hover in the 60s as dawn
breaks, and the evening dews gather on
the grass, which has begun to slow its
breakneck pace of growth.

My bones feel the changes too, every
time the barometric pressure shifts up
or down. [ remember my grandparents
talking about “the rheumatism” and
predicting coming weather changes.

Now I can relate to their experiences
and remedies. Grandaddy used horse
liniment liberally on stiff joints which
had a distinctive odor I can still smell
when I reminisce. But he swore by it!

Granny had a heating pad to help
with her sore back after a long day
hoeing her garden and cooking for a
crowd. I remember my mom saying
she inherited her mother’s back, with
the exact same “spots,” and here I am,
just like them!

Recently, I have spotted an eagle (or
two) soaring over the treetops in the
neighborhood. I never fail to be thrilled
at the sight, and will pull my car over

to watch a little longer.

Cardinals seem to be on the move
again, migrating southward in prepara-
tion for winter and colder temps. We've
had two clutches of bluebird chicks at
Casa Brock this summer, and I’'m still
catching glimpses of hummingbirds
around my flower garden.

We've had bumper crops of tiny toads
and baby lizards this summer, and I
love watching them grow all around
the house. There’s not much cuter than
tiny lizard hatchlings or penny-sized
toads hopping for cover.

We've been blessed with semi-regular
rain showers lately, which helped my
flowers and blooming trees survive the
scorching highs the summer brought.

My favorite perennials will always

be wildflowers like morning glories,
lantana, red “spider lilies,” and purple
“Mexican Petunias” that volunteer all
across my property.

Soon, goldenrod will be in full bloom
and Spanish Needle will punctuate ev-
ery ditch and fence line.

Won’t be long, and we’ll be in the
middle of sweater weather, dressing in
layers that can be easily shed or added
as the weather seems to change on a
whim of Mother Nature.

I hope you can find time to embrace
the new season, and enjoy it all! Time
is flying by, and the holidays will soon
be upon us. Now is the time to let the
stress of the hot summer go and lean
into the refreshing Autumn.

Buckhorn News

By ETHEL SKIPPER

I was sharing my school days with
my great-grands and grandchildren,
remembering back.

Living here in Sopchoppy in the
1940s, we had to walk to school. I
walked 3 miles from Surf Road to Buck-
horn School. When the weather was
cold, by the time we got to school, we
were frozen. There was one wood heater

that everyone would circle around. We
had one outdoor toilet. Our textbooks
always came from Sopchoppy School
after they had been used.

When we got to school, it was always
devotions. Each student was happy to
see each other.

There were a few who would share
their lunch with others who didn’t have
food.

At Buckhorn School, all the students

walked to school.

Happy belated bithday to some Au-
gust friends: Dianne Bell on the 15th,
Chris Rosier on the 1st, Joshua Davis
on the 6th, Marion Paschal on the 23rd,
Brandon Grimmett on the 23rd, Miran-
da Paschal on the 26th.

September happy birthdays to Xavier
Ash on the 1st, Esella Rosier on the
3rd, Antionett Easter on the 6th, Sierra
Beard on the 8th, Helyy Richardson on
the 10th, Janie Andrews on the 11th,
Leroy Wood on the 13th, Dre Rosier
(Flip) on the 16th, Crystal Green on the

19th, and Nathaniel Smith on the 25th.

At Skipper Temple Church of Christ
Written in Heaven on Sunday, Sept.
27, beginning at 6 p.m., will be an hour
of prayer service with the words of the
Gospel. The community is invited to join
in this service

Our prayer and concern goes out to
the Hines family, the Godbolt family,
and the Perkins family on the death of
their loved ones. Let us pray for each
other.

St. Marks City Commission holds first budget hearing

By LINDA ANN McDONALD

Correspondent

City of St. Marks had a busy night
recently, holding both the regular
monthly commission meeting and the
first public hearing on the budget on
Sept. 13 at City Hall.

City Manager Katherine Gatewood
presented the amended budget with
the rolled back millage rate to 4.5%,
which was later approved. The millage
rate was previously 5.24%, and the
rolled back rate was 5.0671%.

The roll back rate has not been this
low since the 2009-10 fiscal year. This
roll back is mainly due to the boat
ramp being self-sufficient, not being
supported by the general fund.

“l am proud of myself,” Gatewood
said. “There is an 11.19% rollback
rate and no increase to property
taxes.”

The reduced millage rate results
from shifting the operational costs of
the boat ramp from the property own-
ers of St. Marks to the visitors who
use it. The boat ramp remains free

for verified property owners in the St.
Marks city limits. Residents are asked
to contact City Hall for their annual
sticker by calling (850) 925-6224.

At the regular commission meeting,
the on-going Wakulla Street discus-
sion resulted in St. Marks considering
an ordinance that would require prop-
erty owners along the Wakulla Street
right-of-way to pay a license fee to use
docks that sit on public land.

Former City Attorney Chuck Mc-
Murry discussed historical infor-
mation regarding the city, and the

property in the right of way. McMurry
suggested a representative from the
city work with homeowners before any
decisions are finalized.

St. Marks City Attorney William
Garner mentioned that the ordinance
is intended to preserve the riverfront
and would only affect properties along
the Wakulla Street right-of-way.

Also under the proposed ordinance,
a $3,000 one-time application and an-
nual license fee will be implemented,
along with other costs.

Keister

From Front Page

in Accounting and two Bachelors of
Science on in Accounting and the oth-
er in Hotel and Restaurant Manage-
ment from Southern Illinois University
in Carbondale.

[ was a member of the Golden Key
National Honor Society and Beta Al-
pha Psi. I tutored accounting through
Beta Alpa Psi. I was the Graduate
Assistant to the Dean of Accounting
at Southern Illinois University while I

YOUR NEWSPAPER

PEOPLE
SERVING
PEOPLE

was in Graduate School.

Upon graduation, I went on to work
for Peat, Marwick and Mitchell, now
known as KPMG in St Louis, MO. I
became a Certified Public Accountant
while in St Louis. I moved to Atlanta
and worked at Dekalb Federal Savings
Bank as Assistant Controller and then
Arthur Andersen, as a Manager in
their Contract Financial Management
division. I was hired by Hazlett, Lewis
and Bieter when they took over the
contract with the Resolution Trust
Corporation that I was the manager
on. I was the Manager of the Atlanta
office for HLB until it closed and I went

to work at the Cobb County Chamber
of Commerce as the Chief Financial
Officer.

I was injured in a car accident
and moved to Wakulla County in
1997, into the house my father built.
I worked with Watkins Engineers
and Constructors in Tallahassee, the
Wakulla County Clerk of Court and
the Florida Department of Revenue.

I ran for the office of Wakulla Coun-
ty Tax Collector in 2004 while work-
ing for the Clerk of Court. I was the
Treasurer for Habitat for Humanity of
Wakulla County for many years and
volunteered at the Panacea Volunteer

BRIAN C.

Life Insurance
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Financial Products Ch F C‘”
/ Services HIGHEST STANDARD
Investments

OF KNOWLEDGE & TRUST

Chartered
Financial Consultant®

ENGLISH

RETIREMENT

CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

401(k) Rollovers

926-7487 CASL

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring
® specialized knowledge on advanced re-

tirement and estate planning strategies.

Securities products and advisory services offered through

with the Florida Retirement System.

SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affiliated

Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA,

2015-6207 EXP 5/17

.~ HARRISON

Fire Department and the Wakulla
County Visitors Center in Panacea. I
worked at the Gulf Specimen Marine
Lab for several years after I retired.

Currently I am the Treasurer for
Ochlockonee Bay United Method-
ist Church and volunteer for the
Ochlockonee Bay United Methodist
Food Pantry.

I have one Daughter, Sara, who
graduated from Wakulla High School
and two precious grandchildren, Oli-
ver, 7, and Camille, 4.

Please get out and Vote in Novem-
ber for a more responsive Wakulla
County government.

MoVed

BAIL BONDS

850-926-2299

Franklin County 850-670-3333

Locally Owned & Operated by Mike Harrison Since 1995
3049 Crawfordville Hwy. * Across from Court House
www.wakullabailbonds.com
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Outdoors

HOME ON THE RANGE

Three full-size 9mm handguns

outdoor sports

By MARJ LAW

“I think it’s time to
compare three full-
sized 9mm handguns,”
announces Joe last
Wednesday.

Wednesdays are the
days when we visit the
Wakulla County Sher-
iff’'s Office range around
10 a.m. We often meet
up with other shooter
friends and we’re there
to assist newcomers to
the sport.

“Okay. Which guns
are we discussing this
week?”

“How about my Tara,
the H&K P30L you stole
from me for a year, and
your Springfield XDM
with the match barrel?”

“Wait just a minute,”
I reply. “Stole is a pretty
harsh word. I just, um,
appropriated your H&K
to compete with for a
while. You do have it
back, don’t you? And,
sure, I'll pit my Spring-
field against Tara and
even that H&K any day
of the week.”

I'm pretty confident.
My Springfield is almost
a half an inch longer
than the others. It has
a barrel of 5.25 inches
while Tara’s is 4.5 inches
and H&K is 4.45 inches

long. Generally, the
longer the barrel, the
more accurate the gun.
Like the spin on a foot-
ball, the extra spin of
the rifling of the barrel
should aid in making
the bullet hit the target
just where you want it.

And my Springfield
has a red dot reflex
sight on it. Place the
red dot of the sight to
the red of the bull’s-
eye on the target and
the bullet ought to
go straight where you
want it. I think sight-
ing is much easier with
the red dot than going
to the trouble of align-
ing the white dot sights
on Tara and H&K.

The third reason
that I'm confident is
that an armorer friend of
ours adjusted the trigger
pull on my Springfield.
You have to be super
careful shooting this gun
as the trigger pull is less
than 3 pounds. It’s a very
light trigger pull.

So, for all these rea-
sons, the Springfield will
beat out the others, and
I'm not afraid to compete
with Joe’s guns.

Generally, the more
mass a gun has, the
more accurate it will
be. A lighter gun will
have more recoil and be
snappier in your hands.
According to Al: “heavi-
er rifles absorb more
recoil, reducing felt re-
coil.” Again, Springfield
wins out by weighing
more than Tara or H&K.
Springfield weighs 30
ounces, Tara weighs 26
ounces, and H&K weighs
27.5 ounces.

And trigger pull?
Again, Springfield has
less than 3 pounds, while

| ///

Springfield XDM

Tara has what they are
calling a DARE trigger
system, which, without
going deeply into it has
a striker-fired trigger
that acts similar to a da/
sa hammer gun. Since
this is a story unto it-
self, that’s all I'm saying
about Tara’s trigger, ex-
cept...

Except that Tara has a
very long and very hard
trigger. While the Spring-
field has a tender, less
than 3-pound trigger,
Tara’s trigger is at least
7 pounds. That’s a lot
of trigger. Add to that a
long, long trigger pull,
Tara is not meant to be
a target gun. It’s a defen-
sive weapon. It doesn’t
need a safety, because,
with a trigger like this, it
is not going to fire acci-
dentally.

Joe and I both like
trigger pull and trigger
travel of the H&K P30L.
Pull is easy, but not ten-
der like the Springfield,

i / |
i

You could fire the H&K
numerous times and
your finger won’t object.

Grips on all three
handguns are fairly fat,
and it would be a rare
person who would expe-
rience ‘pinky dangle.’ The
H&K has finger grooves
in it which made my
small hands fit fairly
well, but all three are big
for me. They fit Joe well.

Tara’s magazines
come holding either 15
or 17 rounds. Springfield
holds 19 rounds and the
H&K holds 15 rounds.

Which handgun will be
the most accurate?

With its extra barrel
length and easy easy
trigger, I still expect my
Springfield to win. Hands
down.

With its awful long
and hard trigger, I just
know I'll be lucky to hit
the target with Tara. And
my index finger won'’t be

happy.
With a nice trigger pull

H&K P30L

HARDHEAD SALTWATER CATFISH
(Arius felis)

With painfully sharp spines on its fins, hardheads
growing to 2ft and 4lbs. They are bottom feeder
using whisker-like barbells to aggressively locate
food on sandy or muddy bottoms. Females lay 50
or so pea sized eggs which males pick up and hold
them in their mouths until hatching. The growing
babies then use their father’s mouth as a home. He
does not eat during this month long period, but
once his appetite is triggered he will not hesitate to
eat his own offspring. The bones of this catfish are
sold in curio shops as the ‘crucifix’ bone.

Eukarya, Animalia, Cordata, Actinopterygii, Siluriformes, Ariidae

3

fSpecimen Marine Laboratory

www.gulfspecimen.org
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and travel is not long. and travel, I expect the

H&K to give the Spring-
field a hard time. Part of
the reason it was, ahem,
in my possession for a
year or so was that Joe
had sent it to a famous
gunsmith to have its
internals worked over.
Now, the H&K is a real
slick shooter.

I begin with my favor-
ite: the Springfield on the
left target. I'm shooting
three rounds each. Ah!
The light trigger of this
gun! The long barrel!
Three shots with this guy
on an 8-inch target and...
What? The first bullet
only hits the 7-ring?
That’s not so good.

The next bullet hits
the 9-ring. Better, but
I expect more out of
Springfield. The last bul-
let finally hits within the
center ring.

Next comes three
rounds on the right tar-
get with the H&K.

About time. A bull’s-
eye. That’s more like
it. The next two bul-

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Retired park ranger Robert
Thompson was on his wildlife
survey at Wakulla Springs recent-
ly and shot this photo of a Yellow
Crowned Night Heron.

lets hit the 9-ring.
This H&K is nicely
accurate. Guess
that’s why I had
it so long. Drat.
Should’a kept it.

Last, I shoot the
Tara. I saved it for
last because I re-
member shooting
it a few years ago.
It is simply not
fun to shoot with
its long, hard trig-
ger and [ have low
expectations. Low.

I aim and pull
and pull. Is this
thing ever going
off? Finally, it fires.
Whack. Right into
the bull’s-eye. And
another! I shake
out my sore finger
and fire the third
shot. Okay, smack on
the 8-ring.

How is this possible?
Joe’s Tara and H&K both
beat out my nice Spring-
field! That just doesn’t
make any sense to me.

Jon Wayne Taylor, in
The Truth About Guns
said: “The TM-9X’s reli-
ability was nothing short
of perfection.”

Clearly, I wouldn’t
shoot the Tara as a target
gun, but as a defensive
handgun? You bet. It’s
spot on.

The H&K? Yes, it’s a
fine gun and I'd compete
with it again. In a heart-
beat.

The Springfield? It’s a
mighty fine target gun,
but I'm going to have to
take it back to the range.

Several times.

Marj Law is the former
director of Keep Wakulla
County Beautiful who
has become an avid
shooter in retirement.
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'The Old Pro: Scalloping is good,

bear hunt applications are open

By AL HARTMAN

This has been a hot sum-
mer! But the fishing is good
if can get around the storms.

Scallops have been really
plentiful this season. Best
I've seen in years. If you go by
yourself (witch you shouldn’t)
you can put in at St. Marks
Lighthouse, get your catch
limit, and be back at the
ramp in a hour! You should
take someone, even if they
don’t hunt for them, in case
of emergencies.

Remember Scallop season
ends Sept. 24 in our area.

There have been some
large bull sharks seen this
year, and two reports I got
about tiger sharks. Bull’s are
one of top attack sharks on
the shark bite list.

Florida has had a lot of
shark bites this year and
alligator attacks. The latest
gator attack was on the 7th of
this month at Weeki Wachee
Preserve. A bunch of young
school children were swim-
ming in a no swimming area.
The boy was bitten on a arm
and a leg. Luckily it was was
not life threatening and no
loss of limbs.

I have to laugh.
Tigers eat almost
anything. I read a
article years back
about a very large
tiger that had the
bumper of a small
car with the li-
cense still on in
its stomach. Some
have been found
with small pro-
pane tanks, sports
balls and all sorts
of cookware.

Well lets see how this goes.
The state through Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission is now taking appli-
cations for the next bear sea-
son to be held in December.
You can apply as many times
you want at $5 per applica-
tion plus a handling fee. If
you are picked the permit fee
will cost $100 for Florida res-
idents and $300 for non-resi-
dents plus a handling fee for
residents and nonresidents.

Good luck to you!

Happy hunting and fishing
and take a youngster!

Be BearWise this fall

From FWC News

As fall approaches, Flori-
da black bears are packing
on the calories to prepare for
the upcoming winter. You can
help protect both people and
bears by securing garbage
and other items that could at-
tract these animals to where
you live and work.

This time of year, the search
for food keeps bears busy up
to 20 hours a day as they
are looking to increase their
body fat for cooler months.
Easy meals in neighborhoods
are often more convenient
for bears than foraging in
the woods, which encourag-
es them to stay in the area.
However, if food attractants
such as garbage, birdfeeders
and pet food are not available,
bears have no reason to lin-
ger, and they typically leave
on their own.

By following BearWise tips,
you can help reduce conflicts

with bears in your neighbor-
hood:

e Secure household gar-
bage in a sturdy shed, garage
or a wildlife-resistant con-
tainer.

e Put household garbage
out on the morning of pickup
rather than the night before.

e Secure commercial gar-
bage in bear-resistant dump-
sters.

¢ Protect gardens, bee
yards, compost and livestock
with electric fencing.

* Encourage your home-
owner’s association or local
government to institute ordi-
nances to require trash be se-
cured from bears.

* Feed pets indoors or bring
the dishes in after feeding.

* Be aware when walking
your dog and use a non-re-
tractable leash.

¢ Clean grills and store
them in a secure place.

 Pick ripe fruit from trees
and remove fallen fruit from

the ground.

* Remove wildlife and bird
feeders or make them bear-re-
sistant.

See how-to videos and in-
formation on securing attrac-
tants in the “Brochures and
Videos” section at MyFWC.
com/Bear.

It is illegal in Florida to in-
tentionally feed bears or to
leave out food or garbage that
will attract bears and cause
human-bear conflicts. If you
see or suspect that someone
is feeding or attracting bears,
please call the FWC’s Wildlife
Alert Hotline at 1-888-404-
FWCC (3922).

Be aware of your surround-
ings this time of year as you
drive in bear country, espe-
cially during dusk and dawn.
If you see a bear crossing
sign, pay close attention as
these areas have frequent ve-
hicle-bear collisions. To learn
more about living in bear
country, go to BearWise.com.

Underwater
Wakulla

By Gregg Stanton

Our Tides. February 21, 2013

Last week my neighbor in St. Marks called to say my sail-
boat was leaning over so far that the mast was threatening
bodily harm to the boat next door.

By the time I got there, the threat had passed leaving
everything peacefully afloat. The river was noticeably low,
presumably because of low rainfall. After all, the town of St.
Marks is five miles inland and upriver from the sea. Could
it be tides?

Gravitational forces of the sun and moon primarily pull our
planet’s water towards them. As these objects move through
space, one (the moon) orbiting the earth and the other (the
sun) both earth and moon orbit about, they align their grav-
itational pull on the earth.

When both sun and moon are pulling in the same angular
plane, this force is greatest, the tide is most extreme. We call
this a Spring Tide. When these same forces are at perpendic-
ular angles, the tides are minimal and are called Neap Tides.

So tides contribute to the rise and fall of the oceans water
level. We take advantage of a falling tide to visit a mud or
sand flat exposing marine life trapped in tide pools. Boats
ride in or out over a harbor’s sand bar on a high tide.

We all know that fishing conditions are predicted based
upon a rising or falling tide. And divers know that the high
tide brings better visibility to a dive site with shore ward
driven tidal waters. The movement of celestial bodies is
predictable giving rise to tide tables.

If the tide was responsible for my boat’s behavior, then I
could have found the low tide published. But other forces
may undermine these tables.

On shore or offshore winds can alter the intensity of a tide,
pushing or pulling water further on or off a beach than what
the tide tables predicted. Typically, during our winter, we see
a northerly wind (from the north) pushing the water south
and creating lower tides. During our summers we have the
opposite effect with southerly winds creating higher tides.

Tides reach inland through our rivers both above ground
and below. Years ago, I placed a current meter at the opening
to the Wakulla Springs cave (at 185 feet). The data collected
reflected a tidal pulse.

Here two forces, earth’s gravity pulling water downhill and
tides altered the flow of the water, reflected in the pulsing
current of the spring. Many of our Archaehaline (marine
connected) sinkholes have a tide, that is to say they rise and
fall on a schedule that is tidal. They also reflect the water
table, which is a reflection of the amount of local rainfall
filling our aquifer.

My boat slip is on the shore of the St. Marks River and is
usually floating year around. But on those days when the
wind is out of the north, the rainfall or water table is low,
and the tides are in spring condition, my hull rests on the
river bank and for a short time lays her lofty rigging over
those around her.

And I get the 2 a.m. phone call of a pending disaster.
Editor’s Note: This is a repeat of a column from 2013.

,- Leave
No+hing

But Your
Footprints
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By SHERYL H. BOLDT

Perhaps you’re not a
Christian yet, but you’re
not sure why. You've
heard convincing rea-
sons to trust Christ
as your Savior, but for
some reason you can’t

When trusting God is hard

say the sinner’s prayer
(repenting of your sins
and accepting Jesus’
death on the cross as
payment for them) ... at
least not yet.

Somewhere deep in-
side, you want to be-
lieve, but something
from your past makes
trusting God hard. A
heartbreak so profound
that you’re struggling
to recover. An event so
devastating that you
wonder, “If God is real,
why didn’t He do some-
thing to stop it?”

As the years went on,
books, online posts and

other messages con-
firmed your belief that
God was only a myth.

Or maybe someone
you trust betrayed
you. Worse, someone
who claimed to be a
Christian behaved so
un-Christlike that it
turned you away from
the One they said they
followed. For this, [ am
truly sorry. This reason
for your unbelief espe-
cially hurts my heart.

Some of you once be-
lieved, but faith seemed
to have failed you.

You prayed for heal-
ing that didn’t come.

You lost a job, a home,
a loved one. You look at
wars, floods, famine and
wonder how any of this
makes sense in a “God
is good” world.

I won’t deny that
these issues are real.
Difficult. Painful. And
often unexplainable.

Others of you ask,
“Why?” “Why would Je-
sus waste His time on
me? Why would He love
me, let alone die for
me?”

Knowing the truth
matters, and since not
knowing it will affect
your eternity, I’d like to

try to answer your ques-
tions, praying as I do.
I'm praying that by the
end of our conversation,
you will come to believe
— at least enough to con-
sider the possibility that
God is real and that He
loves you.

Can we agree that
the actual question is:
Is God worthy of your
trust? Is He what He
says He is? Is He Who
He says He is?

Next week, I'll do my
best to answer some of
these objections. We’ll
talk about a God Who
loves you so much that

www.thewakullasun.com

He cares about every-
thing you care about.
A God Who hates the
thought of you spending
even one minute in hell,
let alone all eternity,
that He gave His life ...
for you. A God Who is
worthy of your trust.

[ can’t wait to tell you
more.

Until next time ...

Sheryl H. Boldt is a
sales executive for Wave
94 and author of the blog,
www.TodayCanBeDif-
ferent.net. Connect with
her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.

There was a time in
my life when the Lord
taught me something I
have never forgotten —
just how much He loved
and cared for me.

I had been diagnosed
with cancer, and by my
fifth treatment, I was
tired in every way -
physically, emotionally,
and spiritually. I sat in
that waiting room feel-
ing completely wrapped
up in my own sickness
and feeling sorry for

Rough seas and waiting rooms

myself.

As I looked around
that room, I felt the
need to pray. I thought,
[ have prayed, and [ am
still sick. But some-
thing in my heart told
me to pray for the
person next to me. I
remember thinking, I
don’t even know them.
But I prayed anyway.

Then I felt that same
voice prompting me to
pray for the next per-
son. So I did. I looked
around that waiting
room and began pray-
ing for each individu-
al. I didn’t know their
names or their stories.
I simply prayed — one
person at a time, si-
lently praying my way
around the room.

Something began to
happen within me. [
had walked into that
waiting room complete-

ly wrapped up in my
own sickness. I was
hurting, I was tired,
and I was feeling sor-
ry for myself. But as I
began praying for the
people around me, I
stopped thinking so
much about my own
storm.

When I finally cir-
cled back to myself,
I wasn’t so bad any-
more. I had started
out thinking about my
own story, and through
my prayers God was
reminding me that ev-
eryone has a story.

That experience has
stayed with me through
the years. Recently,
while reading the story
of Jesus calming the
storm in Mark 4, I no-
ticed something I had
never really paid at-
tention to before. Mark
tells us that there were

other boats with the
Lord.

I had always read
past that sentence. [
didn’t know who was
in those boats or what
happened to them. They
were simply there and I
never noticed. We hear
so much about the dis-
ciples in their boat that
I had never stopped to
think about the others.

And suddenly, I
thought about that
waiting room. I didn’t
know the names of the
people sitting around
me. I didn’t know what
they were carrying or
what had brought them
there. I only knew they
were there.

And that day, when I
stopped looking only at
my own life and began
praying for the peo-
ple around me, some-
thing changed within.

I didn’t walk out of
that room healed. My
circumstances had not
changed; however, my
heart had opened up
to the others and their
storms.

Perhaps that is
why those other boats
caught my attention.
I knew what it felt like
to be so wrapped up
in my own pain that I
couldn’t see beyond it.
There were other peo-
ple sitting in that room
with me, each carrying
something I knew noth-
ing about. I had been
so focused on my own
need that I had forgot-
ten I wasn’t alone. Oth-
ers were hurting too.

Sometimes we can
become so focused on
what is happening in
our own lives that we
don’t see the people
sitting right beside us.

We don’t know their
stories, but God does.
We may never know
what our simple prayer,
our kindness, or our
willingness to notice
someone might mean
to them.

That day, God
opened my eyes to the
people around me. And
somehow, in praying for
them, He brought peace
to my own heart, calm-
ing the restless waters
of my spirit.

Carry each other’s
burdens, and in this
way you will fulfill the
law of Christ. — Gala-
tians 6:2

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce
is Pastor of Ochlockonee
Bay United Methodist
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist
Church.

OUT TO PASTOR

This week, The Gra-
cious Mistress of the
Parsonage and I went
shopping. Normally,
I don’t go shopping,
at least not with her.
However, this was a
special occasion, and
so I tagged along.

I'm not quite sure
what she was shopping
for, and after 55 years
of marital bliss, I don’t
ask. I have found that
if I ask, she’ll respond,
which is more than I
want.

We were in the store
for just a few moments,
and she had to go down
an aisle to get some
stuff, so I went the oth-
er way. If I tagged along
with her, she would
say repeatedly, “What
do you think of this?
You think I should get
this?”

Telling her what she
needs is so far above
my pay grade that I'll

A flashback to my grandfather’s pipe

never reach it. I have
learned to let her make
her own decisions,
which makes our home
a happy place. I like my
happy place.

I was going down
several aisles when I
saw something I hadn’t
seen in a long time.
There, in a glass case,
was a large collection of
smoking pipes. Looking
at them, one flashed
my grandfather’s face
back. I was stunned.
Nothing like this had
ever happened to me
before.

Looking at that one
pipe, I realized it was
exactly the kind my
grandfather had. Since
my grandfather died
over 50 years ago, I
was surprised I remem-
bered what his pipe
looked like.

I looked at it and
came very close to pur-
chasing it in memo-
ry of my grandfather.
I'm sure he would’ve
enjoyed that. I don’t
smoke, and I had no
plans to smoke that
pipe; I was just look-
ing at it and being re-
minded of my grand-
father. He never went
anywhere without that
pipe. I'm not sure what
that pipe meant to him,
but he was really at-

tached to it. Some-
times he had it when he
wasn’t even smoking.

Many times, I spent
an afternoon with my
grandfather; as we were
chatting, he puffed on
his pipe. I never could
understand why he did
that, but I watched him,
and that picture stayed
clear in my mind. I
never expected to have
this kind of experience,
and I can’t remember
the last time I thought
about my grandfather.

As I was enjoying
my view, The Gracious
Mistress of the Parson-
age came up and said,
“You’re not thinking
what I think you’re
thinking? Are you?”

After all these years
of marital bliss, I still
can’t figure out the lat-
est question she throws
my way.

I turned around,
looked at her, and said,
“What do you think I'm
thinking?”

She just stared at
me, and finally I said,
“See that pipe right
there? That is the exact
pipe that my grandfa-
ther had when I was a
young boy.”

She looked at it,
smiled very ginger-
ly, and said, “Are you
thinking of buying it?”

I looked at her for a
moment, then looked
back at the pipe and
thought for a long time.

“Well, I gave that
a little bit of thought
because it would be a
great reminder to me
of my grandfather. That
pipe defined him in
many regards.”

“Where would you
like to hang it at the
house?” she asked.

Chuckling a little, I
looked back at her and
said, “I said I gave it
a little bit of thought,
but as much as [ would
like to, I am not going
to buy a pipe and take
it home.”

As we were going
home in the Sissy Van,
The Gracious Mistress
of the Parsonage said,
“What is it about that
pipe that reminded you
so much of your grand-
father?”

That’s the kind of
question you can’t an-
swer in a few words.

Thinking along
those lines, for the first
time in many years,
I thought about my
grandfather and all the
good times we had to-
gether; he was a Class
A prankster in many
ways. If anybody could
prank you, it was my
grandfather.
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One prank I remem-
ber was when our pas-
tor came to visit him,
and when he left, he
forgot his hat. That was
my grandfather’s cue to
prank the pastor.

My grandfather took
the pastor’s hat to a
friend who owned a
men’s clothing store.
He had that friend
stretch the hat almost
twice its original size.

The next Sunday my
grandfather came to
church and brought the
pastor’s hat with him.
After the service, he
went up to the pastor
with the hat and said,
“Pastor, you left your
hat at my place this
past week. I thought I'd
bring it to you today.”

The pastor was hap-
py because he couldn’t
remember where he left
his hat. He took it from
my grandfather, put it
on his head, and it slid
down to his chin. Very
slowly, the pastor took
his hat off, looked at
my grandfather, and
tried to smile.

That’s just the be-

ginning of the pranks I
remember my grandfa-
ther playing.

That event brought
a Bible verse to mind.

“But the Comfort-
er, which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Fa-
ther will send in my
name, he shall teach
you all things, and
bring all things to your
remembrance, whatso-
ever I have said unto
you” (John 14:26).

I often get frustrated
when I forget some-
thing. As a Christian,
I can rely on the Holy
Spirit to bring to my
mind what I need to
know and when I need
to know it..

Dr. James L. Snyder
lives in Ocala with the
Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage. Telephone
1-352-216-3025, email

jamessnyder5 1(@gmail.

com, website wwuw.
jamessnyderministries.
com.
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No Pressure. No Pretending.
Just a loving family seeking to serve God and others.

Sunday Worship - 10 AM

Dr. James Needham, Pastor

(Also on Facebook)
3383 Coastal Hwy,
Crawfordville, FL.
(850) 745- 8412

SOpChOppy Sunday School

— United
Methodist

Church

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 850-962-251 |

9:45 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.
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DEATH NOTICES

« Ronald Charles Gregie Sr, 73, of Crawfordville, passed

away September 17, 2026.

« Patricia Ann Crutchfield, 86, of Crawfordville, passed

away September 21, 2026.

Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-
926-5919, www.familyfhc.com.

Sheriff's Report

Sheriff’s Report is for
activity September 11
to 18.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 11

* Deputy McMullen
responded to Walmart
in reference to a retail
theft. Contact was made
with Asset Protection
who reported an un-
known female stealing
from Walmart without
any attempt to purchase
the items. Asset Protec-
tion advised this female
has stolen from other
Walmarts in Florida.

* Deputy McMullen
responded to 35 Mike
Stewart Dr in reference
to a retail theft. Con-
tact was made with As-
set Protection. A male
subject was observed
stealing on Sept. 7. He
stole approximately $92
worth of merchandise.

* Deputy Kreitlow re-
sponded to the sher-
iff’s office front lobby
in reference to a fraud
complaint. Contact
was made with the re-
porting person who ex-
plained her Centenni-
al Bank card had four
unauthorized charges.
Three charges were on
Walmart’s website and
one for an Airbnb.

* Deputy Kreitlow re-
sponded to sheriff’s office
in reference to a fraud
complaint. Contact was
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made with the reporting
person who advised he
was scammed out of
$5,700 through Bitcoin.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 12

* Deputy Kreitlow re-
sponded to the Mysteri-
ous Waters Road in ref-
erence to a vehicle theft.
Contact was made with
the reporting person who
explained her vehicle
was stolen either last
night or early this morn-
ing. The stolen vehicle
is a 2017 White Lincoln
SUV. Contact was made
with the other registered
owner, who also did not
know where the vehicle
was. The vehicle was
entered into FCIC/NCIC
as stolen.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 13

e Deputy McMillan
responded to Fleetwood
Circle in reference to a
burglary. Contact was
made with the report-
ing person. She believes
an unknown subject
has been attempting to
get into her house due
to two of her window
screens missing. This
report was closed due to
the lack of evidence.

e Deputy J. Kilbourn
responded to East Syca-
more Trail in reference to
a structure fire. Contact
was made with the re-
porting person who ad-

vised some clothing had
caught on fire but the
house walls did not. She
was unable to provide a
value for damages. No
foul play was suspected
during this incident.

MONDAY, SEPT. 14

* Deputies responded
to Wakulla Title in refer-
ence to a citizen report-
ing an unknown individ-
ual passing six fraud-
ulent checks including
two cashed for a total
of $29,800. The other
four check transactions
were denied. Deputy
Moen was able to obtain
copies of the receipts
where it was determined
the checks were passed
under numerous other
names. This case will be
forwarded to Criminal
Investigations Division
for further investigation.

e Deputy Joens re-
sponded to Hawthorn
Pass and made contact
with the reporting per-
son who stated she re-
cently purchased a $100
gift card for someone
claiming to be with the
Apple Support Team.
She also provided her
debit card information
as well to the caller.
She eventually noticed
on her bank account
there were three sepa-
rate withdrawals being
attempted from her ac-
count at approximately
$300,000 in total.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 15

e Deputies responded
to the Publix in refer-
ence to Nathaniel Linhoff
stealing alcohol from the
business. After further
review of camera foot-
age, it was determined
Linhoff passed all point
of sales and exited the
store without paying for
the items. Linhoff was
subsequently located at
the Lube Xpert and tak-
en into custody without
further incident.

WEDNESDAY,
SEPT. 16

* Deputy Kreitlow re-
sponded to sheriff’s of-
fice lobby in reference
to a fraud. Contact was
made with the reporting
person, who advised he
sent a check through
the mail. The check was
stolen and cashed by an
unknown subject. Wells
Fargo refunded him the
money. He wanted to
document the incident.

¢ Deputy Kreitlow re-
sponded to sheriff’s of-
fice lobby in reference
to a theft. Contact was
made with the reporting
person, who advised she
placed a check in her
mail box at Ace High Sta-
bles Road. She located
the envelope the check
was inside in the ditch
this morning. She only
wanted this case docu-
mented.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 17

e Deputy Kreitlow re-
sponded to Milestone

Trail in reference to a
structure fire. Contact
was made with the re-
porting person who ad-
vised while cooking eggs
his stove went up in
flames. The fire was ex-
tinguished shortly after.
The residence had minor
damage.

e Deputy Bushong
responded to the 2100
block of Sopchoppy
Highway. Contact was
made with the reporting
person who stated after
she and another individ-
ual broke up, she moved
out of the residence but
told him she would re-
turn for her items and
to not mess with them.
When she returned, he
had taken her items
and damaged others.
She stated he and his
new girlfriend are now
refusing to give her the
remainder of her prop-
erty. She completed an
affidavit for prosecution
for this case.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 18

* Deputies responded
to McDonalds in refer-
ence to management
advising they had video
surveillance footage of
an employee stealing
$200 out of the drive
thru register. After dep-
uties reviewed the foot-
age, the employee was
subsequently detained
and was informed of
his Miranda Rights. Af-
ter advising him of his
rights, he constantly
changed his story. He
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was subsequently trans-
ported to the jail without
further incident.

* Deputies responded
to the Dollar General
north of Crawfordville in
reference to a reported
retail theft. During the
investigation and review-
ing video footage it was
determined an unknown
subject entered the store
wearing a fleece jump-
suit. While inside the
store, the subject began
taking laundry detergent
and placing it in his
pants to conceal them.
After gathering all of the
detergent he could con-
ceal, the subject exited
the business passing all
points of sale and fleeing
the scene in an orange
Nissan sedan. This case
will be forwarded to CID
for further investigation.

* Management of the
Wakulla Station Circle
K reported a theft of
water. The water was
located on the outside
of the building and an
unknown subject took
the water without pur-
chase. The case of water
had an estimated value
of $8.99. During this in-
vestigation, a wallet was
turned over to WCSO.
The wallet was collected
and placed into property
and evidence for safe-
keeping.

Report suspicious or
illegal activity at 850-
745-7100, or call 911 for
emergencies.

“Tickets Now! |
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Vecteezy.com

SRS SERVICES TOWING SERVICE

- . BIG BEND TOWING, INC
sromeed S0+ IERRS Massages, Facials, LEAJEESR%EQQIR/ *TOWING *ROADSIDE ASST.

ORGOTTEN COAST Body Treatments 850-766-4562 T s

TRACTOR SERVICE LLC info@Sunraysspa.com www.allcornleather.com * E=rm |
. . LOCK OUT A~
Travis Clayton Easy Online Scheduleing John Allcorn Leather *FUEL -\ 7Bl

www.SunraysSpa.com CALL BILLY ANIE
D Bags, Belts, Holsters
850.273.9101 — 2655-A Crawfordville Hwy. | | Some work on Shoes and tack 850-631-2361
text or call Crawfordville FL 32327 Also — Custom Products
Skid Steer Mowing Land Clearing TREE TRIMMING
Concrete Removal Grading S un rays S p a 850 - 745 - 642 2
Demolition Driveways Relax Revive Rejuvenate  Follow us on [ VM43237 TREE TRIMMING

and REMOVAL
24 HOUR

I ’ EMERGENCY SERVICES

+ Storm Damage
* Tree Preservation
Michael Mongeon

\‘L“ Gl ' I I ERS ISA Certified Arborist, FL-6125A
| ISA Tree Risk Assessment

Mobile: 850-519-2292 YOUR LOCAL WATER Qualified 850-421-8104
SchatzmanSusan @gmail.com DIVERSION SPECIALIST NOTICE OF FICTITIOUS NAME

Broker Associate

FICTITIOUS NAME
kw Eg'f\ﬂ? BBy 448 ‘ 220 ‘ 23 .I .I Notice under Fictitious Name Law, pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida
KELLERWILLIAMS. www.hewvision gutters.com Statutes. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, Miss Kayla
Gaming LLC, desiring to engage in business under the fictitious name of
MK GAMING ACADEMY
Gene Located at 367 Parkside Circle Crawfordville, Fl 32327
FARM L b In the County of Wakulla
BUREAU ambert Intends to register the said name with the Division of Corporation of the
—_———— Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.
INSURANCE 1\12‘(%1?:11;23’1' Published on Sept. 24, 2026
FARM BUREAU INSURANCE SERVICES
of Wakulla County

Installation Services: rorR QUALITY

Hardwood Engineered AND SERVICE
Floating Flooring THAT WILL
Glue Downs Laminate V FLOOR

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM
2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

_ _ Nail Downs & Vinyl (/ YOU w

Clearing . Jitl g o S R Call Today for yourt/[‘ Lo V

Driveways [ Follow we ox uwtagw s 850@5_428'4 FREE Estimate \\ / y
iy y

850745-8723 @ LHrquality

GewldBuownFots ' gefaldBownPhoto@Gmail ol
4 LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com

Ponds

Site Work
Live the: Resort Lifestyle at

LR L e WILDWOOD

FREE ESTIMATES Hauling RV PARK ———

Sandulls Custom
Construction Solutions, LLC

850-666- 2435

Concrete - Stone - Masonry - Carpentry
Rot/Repairs — Remodels- Renovations
Landscape / Hardscape Skidsteer work

Junk Removal
- FREE ESTIMATES -

Cleauing Sewice
850-212-2908

Servicing the

surrounding area Since 2017 5 Me T/ﬁo
e Licensed « Owner operated ¢ Serving Surrounding Counties Q é
> =
——

Lori L. Lewis
Chief Executive Officer

- QUALITY PESIDENTIA
PEPAINTING -

. PRESSLIPE WASHINE

. LIFT AVAILABLE IN/HO 0

. WOOD POT PEPAIRS S == .

. DECK RESTORATION,  — IZAAENCH

. CABINET: PAINTING. & -1 | ““*53"262400

ONLY PAY
R ELECTRI

Mental Health/Medical Billing

sendmethebillLLC@gmail.com

Cell 717-413-6761

Fax 717-256-7199 1037 Gulf Shore Blvd.
www.SendMeTheBill.net Alligator Point, FL 32346

SINCE 1993 SPACIOUS COMFORTABLE ENTERTAINMENT

LIVING AREA BATHROOM BEDROOM CENTER
@ ON THE GOLF COURSE PERFECT LOCATION
Wake up to beautiful views and r  Seuth of Tallahascee!
ip i, S f tee off steps from your door. m ’f ﬁ
#im Porter ‘& Todd Porter . of FULLY FURNISHED @ mmu;“ﬁ
LICENSED & INSLURED S gy e m Spacious, comfortable and _u_ t
ready for you to enjoy. 0 ar i e 6
TALLAHASSEE HCA ! FsU FAMU
IR, HOSMTAL (Tulsd  HCA FLOBIDA i FLOBION STATE FLORIDA AdM
@ SAFE & QUIET ENVIRONMENT | | seemsteim comumsni | iy issessr
Enjoy peace of mind in a quiet, i e oo
well-maintained community. \\__ % Y v 1
i L i
# i M= WILDWOOD
M’ ‘ & : RV PARK
With all your  / CALL TODAY! Your home.
FAL ESTATE 850-926-4653 i
REAL ES

85015705271

':I-gonnietheLifeCoach.corﬁ _

W @fz«_ﬁ/

v
Buying, Selling
Or just looking?

/ s conmec] 7
"

kW KELLERWILLIAMS

K3 Marsha Tucker

Broker / Associate / Top Producer

E MarshaTucker@KW.com

850-570-9214
[ 1
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NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE NOTICE TO CREDITORS NOTICE OF ACTION

0917-0924 TWS NOFS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION
LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC, CASE NO. 25000125CAAXMX
Plaintiff,
VS.
CASSANDRA CHARLENE KRIMMEL A/K/A CASSANDRA KRIMMEL, et al.,
Defendants

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure
dated January 06, 2026, and entered in 25000125CAAXMX of the Circuit
Court of the SECOND Judicial Circuit in and for Wakulla County, Florida,
wherein LAKEVIEWLOAN SERVICING, LLCis the Plaintiff and CASSANDRA
CHARLENE KRIMMEL A/K/A CASSANDRA KRIMMEL; UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA, ACTING ON BEHALF OF THE SECRETARY OF HOUSING
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF CASSANDRA
CHARLENE KRIMMEL A/K/A° CASSANDRA KRIMMEL; FLORIDA
HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION are the Defendant(s). Greg James as
the Clerk of the Circuit Court will sell to the highest and best bidder for cash
at 3056 Crawfordville Hwy., the Front Lobby, Wakulla County Courthouse,
Crawfordville, FL 32327, at 11:00 AM, on October 08, 2026, the following
described property as set forth in said Final Judgment, to wit:

LOTS 4 AND 5 IN BLOCK A OF WAKULLA HEIGHTS UNIT 1, AS
SHOWN BY PLAT OF SAID SUBDIVISION OR RECORD ON PAGE
68, PLAT BOOK 1, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA. TOGETHER WITH IMPROVEMENTS LOCATED
THEREON, INCLUDING THE 1999 MOBILE HOME WIHT VIN
NUMBERS OW65172A AND OW65172B, AND TITLE NUMBERS
79331230 AND 79331278.

Property Address: 19 ATKINSON RD, CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other
than the property owner as of the date of the lis pendens must file a claim in
accordance with Florida Statutes, Section 45.031.

Dated this 8th day of September 2026.
{{County Court Seal}}

Xuz,
Greg James co Ly
As Clerk of the Court LG
By: /s/ Rachel L Howard TS
As Deputy Clerk
IMPORTANT

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: If you are a person with a disability who
needs any accommodation in order to participate in this proceeding, you are
entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance. Please contact:
ADA Coordinator; 301 South Monroe Street; Tallahassee, FL 32301; 850.606.4400;
at least 7 days before your scheduled court appearance, or immediately upon
receiving this notification if the time before the scheduled appearance is less
than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711. Sept. 17, 24, 2026

0924-1001 TWS NOFS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION
CARRINGTON MORTGAGE SERVICES, LLC,
Plaintiff, CASE NO. 2026CA000011CA
VS.
MATTHEW ROBERT MILLARD, ETAL.,
Defendants

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant the Final Judgment of Foreclosure
dated September 8, 2026 and entered in Case No. 2026CA000011CA
ofthe Circuit Court ofthe Judicial Circuit in and for Wakulla County, Florida
wherein CARRINGTON MORTGAGE SERVICES, LLC, is the Plaintiff and
MATTHEW ROBERT MILLARD; CHRIS ANNE MILLARD; SUMMERFIELD
OF WAKULLA COUNTY HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC., are
Defendants, Wakulla County Clerk of Courts, Greg James, will sell to the
highest and best bidder for cash at Wakulla County Courthouse lobby,
3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, FL 32327 at 11:00 a.m. on
November 12, 2026 the following described property set forth in said Final
Judgment, to wit:

LOT 21, OF SUMMERFIELD PHASE 1, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 6, PAGE(S) 31-33, OF THE
PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

Commonly known as: 57 Springdale Dr, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than
the property owner as of the date of the lis pendens must file a claim before the
clerk reports the surplus as unclaimed.

If the sale is set aside, the Purchaser may be entitled to only a return of the
sale deposit less any applicable fees and costs and shall have no other recourse
against the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Dated this 17th day of September 2026.

{{County Court Seal}} &

L
Greg James 0"y
As Clerk of the Court L
By: /s/ Rachel L Howard %,,T Lo»f“

As Deputy Clerk

& GELLIS LAW

A CONCIERGE COUNSELOR

Sept. 24, Oct. 1, 2026

Local Wakulla Attorney ~ Resident & Neighbor ~

Sean W. Gellis, Esq \(
Founder & Managing Member o

(] 448-500-6327 / 29%1 Crawfordvile Hwy.

@_j Sean@gelllslaw com
www.GellisLaw.com

STATE WIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Home Improvement/Service Miscellaneous

PROTECT YOUR HOME from
pests safely and affordably.
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent,
Termite, Spiders and other
pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or
inspection today 1-877-641-
1916 Have zip code of prop-
erty ready when calling!

Donate your vehicle to help
find missing children and
prevent abduction. Fast free
pickup, running or not, 24 hr
response. No emission test
required, maximum tax de-

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments
for 18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 1-877-317-
0311.

Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERA-
PY USERS! Discover Oxygen
Therapy That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE infor-
mation kit. Call 1-877-748-
9960.

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! Re-
duce premiums and out-of-
pocket costs while getting
the coverage you need! Call
now for a competitive free
quote. 1-877-351-3442.
Plus... Income based govern-
ment subsidies are available
for those that qualify!

duction. Support Find the
Children, call: 1-877-907-
0087.

Wanted to Buy

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega,
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and
Speedmaster. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-877-
377-4727.

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s!
Looking for 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos.
These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-877-706-0656.

We Buy Houses for Cash
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy process:
Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Call today for your fair
cash offer: 1-321-603-3026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
FANNIE ROSE SAITTA
DECEASED
DIVISION: PROBATE
File No.: 26-CP-000133

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

(Summary Administration)
TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS OR DEMANDS AGAINST THE
ABOVE ESTATE:
You are hereby notified that an Order of Summary Administration has been
entered in the estate of Fannie Rose Saitta, deceased, File Number: 26-CP-
000133, by the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, Florida, Probate Division,
the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, Florida
32327; that the decedent’s date of death was February 13, 2026; that the
total value of the estate is $137,248.00 and that the names and addresses of
those to whom it has been assigned by such order are:

Name Address
William Joseph Saitta 4 Chinook Trail, Crawfordville, FL 32327

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS ARE NOTIFIED THAT:

All creditors of the estate of the decedent and persons having claims
or demands against the estate of the decedent other than those for
whom provision for full payment was made in the Order of Summary
Administration must file their claims with this court WITHIN THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION 733.702. ALL
CLAIMS AND DEMANDS NOT SO FILED WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER APPLICABLE TIME PERIOD, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The personal representative has no duty to discover whether any property
held at the time of the decedent’s death by the decedent or the decedent’s
surviving spouse is property to which the Florida Uniform Disposition of
Community Property Rights at Death Act as described in sections 732.216-
732.288 Florida Statutes, applies, or may apply, unless a written demand is
made by a creditor as specified under section 732.2211, Florida Statutes.
The written demand must be filed with the clerk.

The date of first publication of this Notice is September 10, 2026.

Attorney for Person Giving Notice: Person Giving Notice:

/sl Michele Diglio-Benkiran, Esquire William Joseph Saitta
Michele Diglio-Benkiran, Esquire 4 Chinook Trail

Florida Bar Number: 0162620 Crawfordville, Florida 32327
Legal Counsel, P.A. Sep 17, 24, Oct 1, 8, 2026
13330 W. Colonial Drive, Unit 110

Winter Garden, FL 34787

Telephone: (407) 982-4321

E-Mail: efilings@legalcounselpa.com

Secondary E-Mail:

michele@legalcounselpa.com

Attorney for Petitioner, William Joseph Saitta ~ Sept. 10, 17, 24, Oct. 1, 2026

NOTICE OF ACTION

0917-1008 TWS NOA
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT INAND
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

HARLAN N. HARLOW, Case No.: 2026 CA 000115
PLAINTIFF,
V.

BLANCHE HAMILTON, PAMELA HAMILTON, TARAE HAMILTON, AND
SHANNA HAMILTON, AS HEIRS OF RICHARD HAMILTON, DECEASED;
MICHAEL FARMER, SR.; BRIDGETT FARMER; GREGORY FARMER;
QIANAPATTERSON, YOLANDA FARMER, GERALD FARMER, JR,
JOSHUA FARMER, JOHNTAY FARMER, KEVIN FERGUSON, RONNIE
FARMER, AND ANTHONY FARMER, AS HEIRS OF GERALD FARMER,
DECEASED, CHARLES FARMER; JACKIE FARMER; CYNTHIA FARMER
JACKSON; DAVID FARMER,; PATRICIA E. FARMER; TANIA C. OGLESBY,
JONATHAN ROBINSON, NATIA OGLESBY, JOH'NIAROBINSON, AND
SAMMIE PHILLIPS, JR., AS HEIRS OF BENJAMIN C. FARMER, JR.,
DECEASED; BETTY HAWKINS BEY A/K/A BETTY HAWKINS BAY; DIANE
HAWKINS; BOOKER HAWKINS, JR.; IRENE HAWKINS STAUFFER
AJ/K/A IRENE HAWKINS; ROSAPHINE MITCHELL; KENNETH HUGHES,
DERRICK HUGHES, DIANA BLUE, CONNIE HUGHES, AND RITA
MARCHESSAULT, AS HEIRS OF QUEEN MCRAE A/K/A QUEEN CANNON;
LEONARD MCPHERSON; SANDRAA. LITTLETON, ANTHONY STORY,
FREDERICK STORY, AND JAMEICA CHESTER, AS HEIRS OFFLOREE
J. MCPHERSON A/K/A FLOREE JOHNSON-MCPHERSON, DECEASED;
PHILIP MCPHERSON; ERNESTINE LITTLE;

THE UNKNOWN GRANTEES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, ASSIGNEES,
LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES, SPOUSES, OR OTHER CLAIMANTS
CLAIMING ANY RIGHT, TITLE, OR INTEREST UNDER OR AGAINST THAT
CERTAIN DEED DATED MARCH 26, 1921, RECORDED IN DEED BOOK
10, PAGE 504 PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA,
AND CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, UNDER, OR AGAINST W.H. HAWKINS
A/KIA WILL HAWKINS, DECEASED, EMMA HAWKINS, DECEASED,
ELIZABETH HAWKINS FARMER A/K/A LIZZIE G. FARMER, DECEASED,
BOOKER T. HAWKINS, DECEASED, QUEEN MCRAE A/K/A QUEEN
CANNON, DECEASED, ELMORE HAWKINS MCPHERSON A/K/A ELMA
HAWKINS MCPHERSON, DECEASED, FLOREE JOHNSON-MCPHERSON
A/K/AFLOREE J. MCPHERSON, DECEASED, MABEL FARMER LONG,
DECEASED, RICHARD HAMILTON, DECEASED, GERALD FARMER,
DECEASED, BENJAMIN C. FARMER, JR., DECEASED, OR ANY OF THE
NAMED Defendants, their spouses, or their predecessors in title,

Defendants

NOTICE OF ACTION

To: ALL DEFENDANTS NAMED ABOVE, AND ALL UNKNOWN PAR-
TIES CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, UNDER, OR AGAINST NATHANIEL
FARMER, DECEASED, AND WILL HAWKINS a/k/a W.H. HAWKINS,
DECEASED, and all parties having or claiming to have any right,
title or interest in the property described herein.

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action has been commenced against you
to quiet title on real property, lying and being and situated in Wakulla
County, Florida, which is more particularly described as follows:

Commence at a light wood hub making the Northeast Corner of
Lot 5, of the Hartsfield Survey of Lands in Wakulla County, Florida;
thence run along the Northerly boundary line of said Lot 5, South
70 degrees 59 minutes 35 seconds West 646.35 feet; thence leaving
said Northerly boundary line run South 15 degrees 40 minutes 35
seconds East 1401.65 feet to a found iron rod, said point being the

POINT OF BEGINNING; thence leaving said POINT OF BEGINNING
run North 72 degrees 14 minutes 00 seconds East 645.95 feet to an
iron pipe lying on the Easterly boundary line of Lot 5, of said Harts-
field survey ofland; thence run along said Easterly boundary line
as follows: South 15 degrees 57 minutes 33 seconds East 150.79
feet to a found concrete monument; thence run South 14 degrees
26 minutes 47 seconds East 56.91 feet to a concrete monument;
thence run South 15 degrees 37 minutes 11 seconds East 43.17 feet
to a concrete monument; thence run South 16 degrees 55 minutes
08 seconds East 163.19 feet to a concrete monument; thence leav-
ing said Easterly boundary line run South 73 degrees 08 minutes 14
seconds West 633.95 feet; thence run North 17 degrees 46 minutes
00 seconds West 403.85 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING. Contain-
ing 6.00 acres more or less.

Street Address: 2504 Dr. MLK Jr. Memorial Rd, Crawfordville, FL
32327

Parcel ID: 00-00-005-000-06237-000

This action has been filed against you and you are required to serve a copy
of your written defense, if any upon Plaintiffs Attorney, Eric S. Haug, Lega-
cy Legal & Consulting, 2618 Centennial Place, Tallahassee, Florida 32308
within thirty (30) days after the first publication of this notice, September 17,
2026, and to file the original with the Clerk of the Court either before service
on the Plaintiffs attorney or immediately thereafter otherwise a default will be
entered against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint.

DATED this 10th day of September, 2026.

KU[(
Greg James co 7
As Clerk of the Court CLERK ~
Wakulla County, Florida %=L~

By: /s/ Rachel L Howard

As Deputy Clerk Sept. 17, 24, Oct. 1, 8, 2026

0903-0924 TWS NOA
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PAFFORD PROPERTIES & CONSTRUCTION, LLC, A FLORIDA LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY,

PLAINTIFF,
V.

CLAIRE P. HOUSER AND BEN P. HOUSER, IF ALIVE, AND IF DECEASED,
UNKNOWN SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, CREDITORS,
ASSIGNS, AND ALL OTHER PARTIES CLAIMING BY THROUGH, UNDER
OR AGAINST THEM,

Defendants

Case No.: 2026-CA-000102

NOTICE OF ACTION
To: CLAIRE P. HOUSER and BEN P. HOUSER; if alive, and if deceased,
unknown spouses, heirs, devisees, grantees, creditors, assigns,
and all other parties claiming by through, under or against them
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Complaint for Quiet Title on the following prop-
erty in Wakulla County, Florida:
LOT FIFTY-TWO (52) BLOCK “N” MAGNOLIA GARDENS, AS PER
PLAT OF SAID SUBDIVISION RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE
37, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Wakulla County Parcel ID No. 00-00-078-013-11303-000
Address: Ted Lott Lane, Crawfordville, FL
has been filed against you and others, and you are required to serve a copy
of your written defenses, if any, to it on ANDREW J. POWER, ESQUIRE,
SMITH, THOMPSON, SHAW & POWER, P.A., Plaintiff's attorneys, 3520
Thomasville Road, Fourth Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32309-3469, no more
than thirty (30) days from the first publication date of this Notice of Action,
and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service on Plain-
tiff's attorneys or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a default will be entered
against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition.

DATED this 24th day of August, 2026.

{{County Court Seal}} £ U "
Greg James CO 7
As Clerk of the Court Uk
Wakulla County, Florida %7, 1= 5§

By: /s/ Rachel Howard

As Deputy Clerk September 3, 10, 17, 24 2026

40 ACRES
FOR SALE
D. E. BILLINGSLEY

LIC. REAL ESTATE BROKER

850-510-3309

www.debillingsley.com

/ N\
Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

50 Years

Experience
Since 1975

By Appointment
Only

850-443- 5901
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PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS AND REVISIONS FOR THE 2026 GENERAL ELECTION

I, CORD BYRD, Secretary of State for Florida, do hereby give notice
that the ballot title, summary and proposed text for each of the follow-
ing proposed amendments and revisions to the Florida Constitution
will be on the General Election ballot on November 3, 2026, in each
county. The full text may also be found at https://constitutionalinitia-
tives.dos.fl.gov/, at FloridaPublicNotices.com, and at this newspa-
per’s website.

No.1 Constitutional Amendment
Article lll, Section 19

ARTICLE lll
LEGISLATURE

SECTION 19. State Budgeting, Planning and Appropriations Pro-
cesses.—

(a) ANNUAL BUDGETING.

(1) General law shall prescribe the adoption of annual state bud-
getary and planning processes and require that detail reflecting the
annualized costs of the state budget and reflecting the nonrecurring
costs of the budget requests shall accompany state department and
agency legislative budget requests, the governor’s recommended
budget, and appropriation bills.

(2) Unless approved by a three-fifths vote of the membership of
each house, appropriations made for recurring purposes from non-
recurring general revenue funds for any fiscal year shall not exceed
three percent of the total general revenue funds estimated to be avail-
able at the time such appropriation is made.

(3) As prescribed by general law, each state department and
agency shall be required to submit a legislative budget request that is
based upon and that reflects the long-range financial outlook adopted
by the joint legislative budget commission or that specifically explains
any variance from the long-range financial outlook contained in the
request.

(4) For purposes of this section, the terms department and agency
shall include the judicial branch.

(b) APPROPRIATION BILLS FORMAT. Separate sections within
the general appropriation bill shall be used for each major program
area of the state budget; major program areas shall include: education
enhancement “lottery” trust fund items; education (all other funds); hu-
man services; criminal justice and corrections; natural resources, en-
vironment, growth management, and transportation; general govern-
ment; and judicial branch. Each major program area shall include an
itemization of expenditures for: state operations; state capital outlay;
aid to local governments and nonprofit organizations operations; aid
to local governments and nonprofit organizations capital outlay; feder-
al funds and the associated state matching funds; spending authori-
zations for operations; and spending authorizations for capital outlay.
Additionally, appropriation bills passed by the legislature shall include
an itemization of specific appropriations that exceed one million dol-
lars ($1,000,000.00) in 1992 dollars. For purposes of this subsection,
“specific appropriation,” “itemization,” and “major program area” shall
be defined by law. This itemization threshold shall be adjusted by gen-
eral law every four years to reflect the rate of inflation or deflation
as indicated in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers,
U.S. City Average, All ltems, or successor reports as reported by the
United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics or its
successor. Substantive bills containing appropriations shall also be
subject to the itemization requirement mandated under this provision
and shall be subject to the governor’s specific appropriation veto pow-
er described in Article Ill, Section 8.

(c) APPROPRIATIONS PROCESS.

(1) No later than September 15 of each year, the joint legislative
budget commission shall issue a long-range financial outlook setting
out recommended fiscal strategies for the state and its departments
and agencies in order to assist the legislature in making budget deci-
sions. The long-range financial outlook must include major workload
and revenue estimates. In order to implement this paragraph, the joint
legislative budget commission shall use current official consensus
estimates and may request the development of additional official es-
timates.

(2) The joint legislative budget commission shall seek input from
the public and from the executive and judicial branches when develop-
ing and recommending the long-range financial outlook.

(3) The legislature shall prescribe by general law conditions un-
der which limited adjustments to the budget, as recommended by the
governor or the chief justice of the supreme court, may be approved
without the concurrence of the full legislature.

(d) SEVENTY-TWO HOUR PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD. All general
appropriation bills shall be furnished to each member of the legisla-
ture, each member of the cabinet, the governor, and the chief justice
of the supreme court at least seventy-two hours before final passage
by either house of the legislature of the bill in the form that will be
presented to the governor.

(e) FINAL BUDGET REPORT. A final budget report shall be pre-
pared as prescribed by general law. The final budget report shall be
produced no later than the 120th day after the beginning of the fiscal
year, and copies of the report shall be furnished to each member of
the legislature, the head of each department and agency of the state,
the auditor general, and the chief justice of the supreme court.

(f) TRUST FUNDS.

(1) No trust fund of the State of Florida or other public body may be
created or re-created by law without a three-fifths vote of the member-
ship of each house of the legislature in a separate bill for that purpose
only.

(2) State trust funds shall terminate not more than four years after
the effective date of the act authorizing the initial creation of the trust
fund. By law the legislature may set a shorter time period for which
any trust fund is authorized.

(3) Trust funds required by federal programs or mandates; trust
funds established for bond covenants, indentures, or resolutions,
whose revenues are legally pledged by the state or public body to
meet debt service or other financial requirements of any debt obliga-
tions of the state or any public body; the state transportation trust fund;
the trust fund containing the net annual proceeds from the Florida
Education Lotteries; the Florida retirement trust fund; trust funds for
institutions under the management of the Board of Governors, where
such trust funds are for auxiliary enterprises and contracts, grants,
and donations, as those terms are defined by general law; trust funds
that serve as clearing funds or accounts for the chief financial officer
or state agencies; trust funds that account for assets held by the state
in a trustee capacity as an agent or fiduciary for individuals, private
organizations, or other governmental units; and other trust funds au-
thorized by this Constitution, are not subject to the requirements set
forth in paragraph (2) of this subsection.

(4) All cash balances and income of any trust funds abolished un-
der this subsection shall be deposited into the

(9) BUDGET STABILIZATION FUND.

(1) For purposes of this subsection, the term “revenue collections”
means the last completed fiscal year’s net revenue collections for the
general revenue fund.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this subsection, an amount equal to
at least 5% : i

shall be retained in the budget stabi-
lization fund. The budget stabilization fund’s principal balance shall
not exceed an amount equal to 25% 46% of the-tast-compteted-fiseat
year'shet revenue collections for-the-generatrevente-fund.

(3) The legislature shall transfer the lesser of $750 million or the
amount required to increase the principal balance of the budget sta-
bilization fund to an amount equal to 25% of revenue collections from
the general revenue fund to the budget stabilization fund no later than
June 30th of each fiscal year. The legislature may suspend this trans-
fer in a fiscal year in which:

a. Funds are withdrawn from the budget stabilization fund pursuant
to paragraph (4):

b. Funds are withdrawn from the budget stabilization fund for the
purpose of funding a critical state need pursuant to paragraph (5); or

c. The legislature determines there is a critical state need that re-
quires the expenditure of general revenue funds in an amount that
exceeds the transfer amount required by this paragraph. A suspen-
sion for a critical state need pursuant to this subparagraph must be
approved by a two-thirds vote of the membership of each house of the
legislature in a separate bill for that purpose only and may not occur
more than once every five years.

(4) The legislature shall provide criteria for withdrawing funds from
the budget stabilization fund in a separate bill for that purpose only
and only for the purpose of covering revenue shortfalls of the general
revenue fund or for the purpose of providing funding for an emergen-
cy, as defined by general law.

(5) If the principal balance of the budget stabilization fund exceeds
an amount equal to 15% of revenue collections, the legislature may
withdraw funds for the purpose of funding on a nonrecurring basis a
critical state need. Such withdrawal must be approved by a two-thirds
vote of the membership of each house of the legislature in a separate
bill for that purpose only. The withdrawal must not cause the principal
balance of the budget stabilization fund to equal an amount that is less
than 10% of revenue collections.

(6) General law shall provide for the restoration of this fund. The
budget stabilization fund shall be comprised of funds not otherwise
obligated or committed for any purpose.

(h) LONG-RANGE STATE PLANNING DOCUMENT AND DE-
PARTMENT AND AGENCY PLANNING DOCUMENT PROCESSES.
General law shall provide for a long-range state planning document.
The governor shall recommend to the legislature biennially any revi-
sions to the long-range state planning document, as defined by law.
General law shall require a biennial review and revision of the long
range state planning document and shall require all departments and
agencies of state government to develop planning documents that
identify statewide strategic goals and objectives, consistent with the
long-range state planning document. The long-range state planning
document and department and agency planning documents shall re-
main subject to review and revision by the legislature. The long-range
state planning document must include projections of future needs
and resources of the state which are consistent with the long-range
financial outlook. The department and agency planning documents
shall include a prioritized listing of planned expenditures for review
and possible reduction in the event of revenue shortfalls, as defined
by general law.

(i) GOVERNMENT EFFICIENCY TASK FORCE. No later than
January of 2007, and each fourth year thereafter, the president of the
senate, the speaker of the house of representatives, and the governor
shall appoint a government efficiency task force, the membership of
which shall be established by general law. The task force shall be
composed of members of the legislature and representatives from the

private and public sectors who shall develop recommendations for im-
proving governmental operations and reducing costs. Staff to assist
the task force in performing its duties shall be assigned by general
law, and the task force may obtain assistance from the private sector.
The task force shall complete its work within one year and shall submit
its recommendations to the joint legislative budget commission, the
governor, and the chief justice of the supreme court.

(j) JOINT LEGISLATIVE BUDGET COMMISSION. There is cre-
ated within the legislature the joint legislative budget commission
composed of equal numbers of senate members appointed by the
president of the senate and house members appointed by the speak-
er of the house of representatives. Each member shall serve at the
pleasure of the officer who appointed the member. A vacancy on the
commission shall be filled in the same manner as the original appoint-
ment. From November of each odd-numbered year through October
of each even-numbered year, the chairperson of the joint legislative
budget commission shall be appointed by the president of the senate
and the vice chairperson of the commission shall be appointed by
the speaker of the house of representatives. From November of each
even-numbered year through October of each odd-numbered year,
the chairperson of the joint legislative budget commission shall be ap-
pointed by the speaker of the house of representatives and the vice
chairperson of the commission shall be appointed by the president of
the senate. The joint legislative budget commission shall be governed
by the joint rules of the senate and the house of representatives,
which shall remain in effect until repealed or amended by concurrent
resolution. The commission shall convene at least quarterly and shall
convene at the call of the president of the senate and the speaker of
the house of representatives. A majority of the commission members
of each house plus one additional member from either house consti-
tutes a quorum. Action by the commission requires a majority vote of
the commission members present of each house. The commission
may conduct its meetings through teleconferences or similar means.
In addition to the powers and duties specified in this subsection, the
joint legislative budget commission shall exercise all other powers and
perform any other duties not in conflict with paragraph (c)(3) and as
prescribed by general law or joint rule.

No. 2 Constitutional Amendment
Article VII, Section 3, and Article XII

ARTICLE VII
FINANCE AND TAXATION
SECTION 3. Taxes; exemptions.—

(a) All property owned by a municipality and used exclusively by it
for municipal or public purposes shall be exempt from taxation. A mu-
nicipality, owning property outside the municipality, may be required
by general law to make payment to the taxing unit in which the proper-
ty is located. Such portions of property as are used predominantly for
educational, literary, scientific, religious or charitable purposes may be
exempted by general law from taxation.

(b) There shall be exempt from taxation, cumulatively, to every
head of a family residing in this state, household goods and personal
effects to the value fixed by general law, not less than one thousand
dollars, and to every widow or widower or person who is blind or totally
and permanently disabled, property to the value fixed by general law
not less than five hundred dollars.

(c) Any county or municipality may, for the purpose of its respec-
tive tax levy and subject to the provisions of this subsection and gen-
eral law, grant community and economic development ad valorem tax
exemptions to new businesses and expansions of existing business-
es, as defined by general law. Such an exemption may be granted
only by ordinance of the county or municipality, and only after the
electors of the county or municipality voting on such question in a
referendum authorize the county or municipality to adopt such ordi-
nances. An exemption so granted shall apply to improvements to real
property made by or for the use of a new business and improvements
to real property related to the expansion of an existing business and
shall also apply to tangible personal property of such new business
and tangible personal property related to the expansion of an existing
business. The amount or limits of the amount of such exemption shall
be specified by general law. The period of time for which such exemp-
tion may be granted to a new business or expansion of an existing
business shall be determined by general law. The authority to grant
such exemption shall expire ten years from the date of approval by
the electors of the county or municipality, and may be renewable by
referendum as provided by general law.

(d) Any county or municipality may, for the purpose of its respective
tax levy and subject to the provisions of this subsection and general
law, grant historic preservation ad valorem tax exemptions to own-
ers of historic properties. This exemption may be granted only by
ordinance of the county or municipality. The amount or limits of the
amount of this exemption and the requirements for eligible properties
must be specified by general law. The period of time for which this
exemption may be granted to a property owner shall be determined
by general law.

(e) By general law and subject to conditions specified therein:

(1) Twenty-five thousand dollars of the assessed value of proper-
ty subject to tangible personal property tax shall be exempt from ad
valorem taxation.

(2) The assessed value of solar devices or renewable energy
source devices subject to tangible personal property tax may be
exempt from ad valorem taxation, subject to limitations provided by
general law.

(f) There shall be granted an ad valorem tax exemption for

real property dedicated in perpetuity for conservation purposes,
including real property encumbered by perpetual conservation ease-
ments or by other perpetual conservation protections, as defined by
general law.

(g) By general law and subject to the conditions specified there-
in, each person who receives a homestead exemption as provided
in section 6 of this article; who was a member of the United States
military or military reserves, the United States Coast Guard or its re-
serves, or the Florida National Guard; and who was deployed during
the preceding calendar year on active duty outside the continental
United States, Alaska, or Hawaii in support of military operations des-
ignated by the legislature shall receive an additional exemption equal
to a percentage of the taxable value of his or her homestead property.
The applicable percentage shall be calculated as the number of days
during the preceding calendar year the person was deployed on active
duty outside the continental United States, Alaska, or Hawaii in sup-
port of military operations designated by the legislature divided by the
number of days in that year.

h)(1) Tangible personal property that meets all of the following
conditions shall be exempt from ad valorem taxation:

a. Habitually located or typically present on land classified as ag-
ricultural.

b. Used in the production of agricultural products or for agritourism
activities.

c. Owned by the landowner or leaseholder of the agricultural land.

(2) The exemption provided by this subsection is subject to con-
ditions and limitations and reasonable definitions as specified by the

ARTICLE XlI
SCHEDULE

Ad valorem exemption for tangible personal property on land clas-
sified as agricultural.—The amendment to Section 3 of Article VII, pro-
viding for a tax exemption for certain tangible personal property, and
this section, shall take effect upon approval by the electors and shall
first apply for assessments for tax years beginning January 1, 2027.

No. 3 Constitutional Amendment
Article VII, Sections 4, 6, and 9, and Article XII

ARTICLE VII
FINANCE AND TAXATION

SECTION 4. Taxation; assessments.—By general law regulations
shall be prescribed which shall secure a just valuation of all property
for ad valorem taxation, provided:

(a) Agricultural land, land producing high water recharge to Flori-
da’s aquifers, or land used exclusively for noncommercial recreational
purposes may be classified by general law and assessed solely on the
basis of character or use.

(b) As provided by general law and subject to conditions, limita-
tions, and reasonable definitions specified therein, land used for con-
servation purposes shall be classified by general law and assessed
solely on the basis of character or use.

(c) Pursuant to general law tangible personal property held for sale
as stock in trade and livestock may be valued for taxation at a speci-
fied percentage of its value, may be classified for tax purposes, or may
be exempted from taxation.

(d) All persons entitled to a homestead exemption under Section 6
of this Article shall have their homestead assessed at just value as of
January 1 of the year following the effective date of this amendment.
This assessment shall change only as provided in this subsection.

(1) Assessments subject to this subsection shall be

changed annually on January 1st of each year; but those changes in
assessments shall not exceed the lower of the following:

a. Three percent (3%) of the assessment for the prior year.

b. The percent change in the Consumer Price Index for all urban
consumers, U.S. City Average, all items 1967=100, or successor re-
ports for the preceding calendar year as initially reported by the United
States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

(2) No assessment shall exceed just value.

(3) After any change of ownership, as provided by general law,
homestead property shall be assessed at just value as of January
1 of the following year, unless the provisions of paragraph (8) apply.
Thereafter, the homestead shall be assessed as provided in this sub-
section.

(4) New homestead property shall be assessed at just value as of
January 1st of the year following the establishment of the homestead,
unless the provisions of paragraph (8) apply. That assessment shall
only change as provided in this subsection.

(5) Changes, additions, reductions, or improvements to home-
stead property shall be assessed as provided for by general law;
provided, however, after the adjustment for any change, addition, re-
duction, or improvement, the property shall be assessed as provided
in this subsection.

(6) In the event of a termination of homestead status, the property

shall be assessed as provided by general law.

(7) The provisions of this amendment are severable. If any of the
provisions of this amendment shall be held unconstitutional by any
court of competent jurisdiction, the decision of such court shall not
affect or impair any remaining provisions of this amendment.

(8)a. A person who establishes a new homestead as of January
1 and who has received a homestead exemption pursuant to Section
6 of this Article as of January 1 of any of the three years immediately
preceding the establishment of the new homestead is entitled to have
the new homestead assessed at less than just value. The assessed
value of the newly established homestead shall be determined as fol-
lows:

1. If the just value of the new homestead is greater than or equal
to the just value of the prior homestead as of January 1 of the year in
which the prior homestead was abandoned, the assessed value of the
new homestead shall be the just value of the new homestead minus
an amount equal to the lesser of $500,000 or the difference between
the just value and the assessed value of the prior homestead as of
January 1 of the year in which the prior homestead was abandoned.
Thereafter, the homestead shall be assessed as provided in this sub-
section.

2. If the just value of the new homestead is less than the just value
of the prior homestead as of January 1 of the year in which the prior
homestead was abandoned, the assessed value of the new home-
stead shall be equal to the just value of the new homestead divided by
the just value of the prior homestead and multiplied by the assessed
value of the prior homestead. However, if the difference between the
just value of the new homestead and the assessed value of the new
homestead calculated pursuant to this sub-subparagraph is greater
than $500,000, the assessed value of the new homestead shall be
increased so that the difference between the just value and the as-
sessed value equals $500,000. Thereafter, the homestead shall be
assessed as provided in this subsection.

b. By general law and subject to conditions specified therein, the
legislature shall provide for application of this paragraph to property
owned by more than one person.

(e) The legislature may, by general law, for assessment purposes
and subject to the provisions of this subsection, allow counties and
municipalities to authorize by ordinance that historic property may be
assessed solely on the basis of character or use. Such character or
use assessment shall apply only to the jurisdiction adopting the ordi-
nance. The requirements for eligible properties must be specified by
general law.

(f) A county may, in the manner prescribed by general law, provide
for a reduction in the assessed value of homestead property to the
extent of any increase in the assessed value of that property which
results from the construction or reconstruction of the property for
the purpose of providing living quarters for one or more natural or
adoptive grandparents or parents of the owner of the property or of
the owner’s spouse if at least one of the grandparents or parents for
whom the living quarters are provided is 62 years of age or older. Such
a reduction may not exceed the lesser of the following:

(1) The increase in assessed value resulting from construction or
reconstruction of the property.

(2) Twenty percent of the total assessed value of the property as
improved.

(g) For all levies other than school district levies,

assessments of residential real property, as defined by general law,
which contains nine units or fewer and which is not subject to the
assessment limitations set forth in subsections (a) through (d) shall
change only as provided in this subsection.

(1) Assessments subject to this subsection shall be
changed annually on the date of assessment provided by law; but
those changes in assessments shall not exceed the following percent-
ages ten-pereent{+0%)-of the assessment for the prior year:

a. Before January 1, 2027, ten percent (10%).

b. Beginning January 1. 2027, five percent (5%).

(2) No assessment shall exceed just value.

(3) After a change of ownership or control, as defined by general
law, including any change of ownership of a legal entity that owns
the property, such property shall be assessed at just value as of the
next assessment date. Thereafter, such property shall be assessed as
provided in this subsection.

(4) Changes, additions, reductions, or improvements to such prop-
erty shall be assessed as provided for by general law; however, after
the adjustment for any change, addition, reduction, or improvement,
the property shall be assessed as provided in this subsection.

(h) For all levies other than school district levies, assessments of
real property that is not subject to the assessment limitations set forth
in subsections (a) through (d) and (g) shall change only as provided in
this subsection.

(1) Assessments subject to this subsection shall be changed annu-
ally on the date of assessment provided by law; but those changes in
assessments shall not exceed the following percentages ten-pereent
{46%)-of the assessment for the prior year:

a. Before January 1, 2027, ten percent (10%).
b. Beginning January 1. 2027, five percent (5%).
(2) No assessment shall exceed just value.

(3) The legislature must provide that such property shall be as-
sessed at just value as of the next assessment date after a qualifying
improvement, as defined by general law, is made to such property.
Thereafter, such property shall be assessed as provided in this sub-
section.

(4) The legislature may provide that such property shall be as-
sessed at just value as of the next assessment date after a change of
ownership or control, as defined by general law, including any change
of ownership of the legal entity that owns the property. Thereafter,
such property shall be assessed as provided in this subsection.

(5) Changes, additions, reductions, or improvements to such prop-
erty shall be assessed as provided for by general law; however, after
the adjustment for any change, addition, reduction, or improvement,
the property shall be assessed as provided in this subsection.

(i) The legislature, by general law and subject to conditions speci-
fied therein, may prohibit the consideration of the following in the de-
termination of the assessed value of real property:

(1) Any change or improvement to real property used for residen-
tial purposes made to improve the property’s resistance to wind dam-
age.

(2) The installation of a solar or renewable energy source device.

[0}

(1) The assessment of the following working waterfront properties
shall be based upon the current use of the property:

a. Land used predominantly for commercial fishing purposes.

b. Land that is accessible to the public and used for vessel launch-
es into waters that are navigable.

c. Marinas and drystacks that are open to the public.

d. Water-dependent marine manufacturing facilities, commercial
fishing facilities, and marine vessel construction and repair facilities
and their support activities.

(2) The assessment benefit provided by this subsection is subject
to conditions and limitations and reasonable definitions as specified
by the legislature by general law.

SECTION 6. Homestead exemptions.—

(a)(1)a. Every person who has the legal or equitable title to real
estate and maintains thereon the permanent residence of the owner,
or another legally or naturally dependent upon the owner, shall be ex-
empt from taxation thereon, except assessments for special benefits,
as follows:

1. For school district levies, up to the assessed valuation of
twenty-five thousand dollars; and

2.b-  Forall levies other than school district levies,

l.__Beginning on January 1, 2027, up to the
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars.

1l.__Beginning on January 1, 2028, up to the assessed valuation of
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars.

b. _Every person who, on or after January 1. 2027, has the legal or
equitable title to real estate and maintains thereon the permanent resi-
dence of the owner, or another legally or naturally dependent upon the
owner, who had not maintained a permanent residence in this state as
of December 31, 2026, shall be exempt from taxation thereon, except
assessments for special benefits, as follows:

1. For school district levies, up to the assessed valuation of twen-
ty-five thousand dollars; and

2. For all levies other than school district levies. up to the as-
sessed valuation of fifty thousand dollars. Unless otherwise revised
under sub-subparagraph (4)a.2.. beginning with the fifth year of ex-
emption under this subparagraph. such person shall be exempt up to
the amount of assessed valuation provided by sub-sub-subparagraph
a.2.ll.. as adjusted pursuant to subparagraph (2)a. The legislature
shall, by general law, prescribe uniform procedures to administer this
subparagraph.

d valuation of

The exemptions provided by this paragraph apply only greaterthan

fty O an aotéa eventy ve—thousana Yupon
establishment of right thereto in the manner prescribed by law. The
real estate may be held by legal or equitable title, by the entireties,
jointly, in common, as a condominium, or indirectly by stock ownership
or membership representing the owner’s or member’s proprietary in-
terest in a corporation owning a fee or a leasehold initially in excess
of ninety-eight years. The exemptions exemption shall not apply with
respect to any assessment roll until such roll is first determined to
be in compliance with the provisions of section 4 by a state agency
designated by general law. These exemptions are Fhi o
repealed on the effective date of any amendment to this Article which
provides for the assessment of homestead property at less than just
value.

(2)a._The twenty-five-thotsand-dofta—amount of assessed valu-
ation exempt from taxation provided in sub-sub-subparagraph (1)
a.2.1l. subparagraph—taj)hb—shall be adjusted annually for inflation
beginning on January 1, 2029, and ef each year thereafter ferinftation
using the percent change in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban
Consumers, U.S. City Average, all items 1967=100, or successor re-
ports for the preceding calendar year as initially reported by the United
States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, if such percent
change is positive.

b. The amount of assessed valuation exempt from taxation pro-
vided in sub-subparagraph (1)b.2. shall be adjusted annually for infla-
tion beginning on January 1, 2028, and each year thereafter. using the
percent change in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers

U.S. City Average, all items 1967=100. or successor reports for the
receding calendar year as initially reported by the United States De-
artment of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. if such percent change is

positive.

(3) Except for the exemptions provided in sub- subparagraphs
(1)a.2. and b.2. and paragraph (4). the amount of assessed valuation
exempt from taxation for which every person who has the legal or equi-
table title to real estate and maintains thereon the permanent residence
of the owner, or another person legally or naturally dependent upon the
owner, is eligible, and which applies solely to levies other than school
district levies, that is added to this constitution after January 1, 2025,
shall be adjusted annually on January 1 of each year for inflation using
the percent change in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consum-
ers, U.S. City Average, all

items 1967=100, or successor reports for the preceding calendar year
as initially reported by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau
of Labor Statistics, if such percent change is positive, beginning the
year following the effective date of such exemption.

4)a.1. The legislature shall, by general law, prescribe a uniform
procedure for counties and municipalities. for their respective levies, to
increase the amount of assessed valuation

exempt from taxation under paragraph (1). up to all remaining as-
sessed valuation.

2. Beginning on or after January 1, 2030, a county or municipality,
by two-thirds vote of the membership of the governing body. may deter-
mine that a reduction of the five-year
requirement provided under sub-subparagraph (1)b.2. is warranted for
a critical local need.

b.1. A special district may, upon approval by referendum by the
electors of the district, increase the amount of assessed valuation ex-
empt from taxation under sub-subparagraphs (1)a.2. and b.2.. forits re-
spective levy, up to all remaining assessed valuation. By general law.
the legislature shall provide the manner in which a referendum may be
called; the frequency with which such referendum may be held. which
may not be more than once in a 12-month period; a ballot statement
and question of such referendum; and other requirements for the ref-
erendum notinconsistent with this paragraph. The approved exemption
increase shall take effect on and first apply beginning on the January 1
immediately succeeding approval by referendum.

2. Aspecial district may adjust the amount of assessed valuation
exempt from taxation as approved under sub-subparagraph 1. annually
on January 1 of each year for inflation using the percent change in the
Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers, U.S. City Average. all
items 1967=100, or successor reports for the preceding calendar year
as initially reported by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau
of Labor Statistics. if such percent change is positive.

(b) Not more than one exemption shall be allowed any individual
or family unit or with respect to any residential unit. No exemption shall
exceed the value of the real estate assessable to the owner or, in case
of ownership through stock or membership in a corporation, the value
of the proportion which the interest in the corporation bears to the as-
sessed value of the property.

(c) By general law and subject to conditions specified therein,
the Legislature may provide to renters, who are permanent residents,
ad valorem tax relief on all ad valorem tax levies. Such ad valorem tax
relief shall be in the form and amount established by general law.

(d) The legislature may, by general law, allow counties or mu-
nicipalities, for the purpose of their respective tax levies and subject
to the provisions of general law, to grant either or both of the following
additional homestead tax exemptions:

(1)  Anexemption not exceeding fifty thousand dollars to a person
who has the legal or equitable title to real estate and maintains thereon
the permanent residence of the owner, who has attained age sixty-five,
and whose household income, as defined by general law, does not ex-
ceed twenty thousand dollars; or

(2) An exemption equal to the assessed value of the property to
a person who has the legal or equitable title to real estate with a just
value less than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, as determined
in the first tax year that the owner applies and is eligible for the ex-
emption, and who has maintained thereon the permanent residence
of the owner for not less than twenty-five years, who has attained age
sixty-five, and whose household income does not exceed the income
limitation prescribed in paragraph (1).

The general law must allow counties and municipalities to grant these
additional exemptions, within the limits prescribed in this subsection, by
ordinance adopted in the manner prescribed by general law, and must
provide for the periodic adjustment of the income limitation prescribed
in this subsection for changes in the cost of living.

(e)

(1) Each veteran who is age 65 or older who is partially or totally
permanently disabled shall receive a discount from the he amount of
the ad valorem tax otherwise owed on homestead property the vet-
eran owns and resides in if the disability was combat related and the
veteran was honorably discharged upon separation from military ser-
vice. The discount shall be in a percentage equal to the percentage
of the veteran’s permanent, service-connected disability as determined
by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs. To qualify for the
discount granted by this paragraph, an applicant must submit to the
county property appraiser, by March 1, an official letter from the United
States Department of Veterans Affairs stating the percentage of the vet-
eran’s service-connected disability and such evidence that reasonably
identifies the disability as combat related and a copy of the veteran’s
honorable discharge. If the property appraiser denies the request for
a discount, the appraiser must notify the applicant in writing of the
reasons for the denial, and the veteran may reapply. The Legislature
may, by general law, waive the annual application requirement in sub-
sequent years.

(2) If a veteran who receives the discount described in para-
graph (1) predeceases his or her spouse, and if, upon the death of the
veteran, the surviving spouse holds the legal or beneficial title to the
homestead property and permanently resides thereon, the discount
carries over to the surviving spouse until he or she remarries or sells or
otherwise disposes of the homestead property. If the surviving spouse
sells or otherwise disposes of the property, a discount not to exceed the
dollar amount granted from the most recent ad valorem tax roll may be
transferred to the surviving spouse’s new homestead property, if used
as his or her permanent residence and he or she has not remarried.

(3) This subsection is self-executing and does not require imple-
menting legislation.

(f) By general law and subject to conditions and limitations spec-
ified therein, the Legislature may provide ad valorem tax relief equal to
the total amount or a portion of the ad valorem tax otherwise owed on
homestead property to:

(1) The surviving spouse of a veteran who died from service-con-
nected causes while on active duty as a member of the United States
Armed Forces.

(2) The surviving spouse of a first responder who died in the line
of duty.

(3) Afirst responder who is totally and permanently disabled as
a result of an injury or injuries sustained in the line of duty. Causal con-
nection between a disability and service in the line of duty shall not be
presumed but must be determined as provided by general law. For pur-
poses of this paragraph, the term “disability” does not include a chronic
condition or chronic disease, unless the injury sustained in the line of
duty was the sole cause of the chronic condition or chronic disease.
As used in this subsection and as further defined by general law, the
term “first responder” means a law enforcement officer, a correctional
officer, a firefighter, an emergency medical technician, or a paramedic,
and the term “in the line of duty” means arising out of and in the actual
performance of duty required by employment as a first responder.

SECTION 9.

(a)(1) Counties, school districts, and municipalities shall, and spe-
cial districts may, be authorized by law to levy ad valorem taxes and
may be authorized by general law to levy other taxes, for their respec-
tive purposes, except ad valorem taxes on intangible personal property
and taxes prohibited by this constitution.

2) Ad valorem taxes levied by counties and municipalities shal
be used only to:

a. Provide for public safety. including law enforcement, fire ser-
vice, and emergency medical service;

b. _Provide funding for education and public schools:

c.__Finance or refinance infrastructure, including expenditures on
road and bridge construction and maintenance and stormwater control;

d. Finance or refinance natural resource projects, including flood
control measures;

e. lssue local bonds for uses consistent with this paragraph and
to make debt service payments for existing obligations:

f.__Meet obligations for retirement benefits of local government
employees; or

g._Fund the operations and administration of county officers and
commissioners established under Article VIII and municipalities, and
the expenditures approved by such county officers or county or munici-
pal governing bodies. except those expenditures prohibited by general
law.

Local taxes.—

(b) Ad valorem taxes, exclusive of taxes levied for the payment of
bonds and taxes levied for periods not longer than two years when au-
thorized by vote of the electors who are the owners of freeholds therein
not wholly exempt from taxation, shall not be levied in excess of the
following millages upon the assessed value of real estate and tangible
personal property: for all county purposes, ten mills; for all municipal
purposes, ten mills; for all school purposes, ten mills; for water man-
agement purposes for the northwest portion of the state lying west of
the line between ranges two and three east, 0.05 mill; for water man-
agement purposes for the remaining portions of the state, 1.0 mill; and
for all other special districts a millage authorized by law approved by
vote of the electors who are owners of freeholds therein not wholly ex-
empt from taxation. Acounty furnishing municipal services may, to the
extent authorized by law, levy additional taxes within the limits fixed for
municipal purposes.

ARTICLE XII
SCHEDULE

Limitation on the assessment of real property, home-
stead property exemptions, and local government revenue.—This sec-
tion and the amendments to Sections 4 and 6 of Article VI, relating to
a limitation on the assessed value of real property, an increase to the
homestead property tax exemption, and the creation of a new home-
stead exemption beginning January 1, 2027, and the amendment to
Section 9 of Article VII, relating to the uses of certain revenues by coun-
ties and municipalities, shall take effect January 1. 2027.

August 27, September 24, 2026
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PROPUESTAS DE ENMIENDAS Y REVISIONES CONSTITUCIONALES PARA LA ELECCION GENERAL DEL 2026

Yo, Cord Byrd, el Secretario de Estado de la Florida, por el presente
notifico que el titulo del boleta, el resumen del boleta, y el texto de las
siguientes enmiendas constitucionales propuestas y revisiones estaran
en el boleta de las elecciones generales en el dia 3 de noviembre de
22026, en cada condado. El texto completo de estas enmiendas como
se presenten aqui también se puede encontrar en https://constitution-
alinitiatives.dos.fl.gov/, en FloridaPublicNotices.com, y en el sitio web
de este periddico.
No.1 Enmienda constitucional
Articulo Ill, Seccion 19
ARTIiCULO Il
LEGISLATURA

SECCION 19. Procesos de elaboracion del presupuesto estatal,
planificacién y apropiacion de fondos. —

(a) PRESUPUESTO ANUAL.

(1) La legislacion general estipulara la adopcion de procesos an-
uales de elaboracion del presupuesto y planificacion del estado y exigira
que los proyectos de presupuesto presentados por los departamentos y
organismos estatales, el presupuesto recomendado por el gobernador y
los proyectos de ley de apropiacion de fondos vengan acompafiados de
informacion detallada que refleje los costes anualizados del presupues-
to estatal y los costes no recurrentes de las solicitudes presupuestarias.

(2) A menos que se apruebe por una mayoria de tres quintos de
los miembros de cada camara, las asignaciones realizadas con fines re-
currentes a partir de fondos de ingresos generales no recurrentes para
cualquier periodo fiscal no excederan el tres por ciento del total de los
fondos de ingresos generales que se estime que estaran disponibles en
el momento en que se realice dicha apropiacion.

(3) Segun lo dispuesto en la ley general, cada departamento y
agencia estatal tendra la obligacion de presentar una solicitud presu-
puestaria legislativa que se base en vy refleje las perspectivas finan-
cieras a largo plazo adoptadas por la comision presupuestaria legis-
lativa conjunta o que explique especificamente cualquier desviacion
respecto a las perspectivas financieras a largo plazo contenidas en la
solicitud.

(4) Alos efectos de esta seccion, los términos «departamento» y
«agencia» incluiran al poder judicial.

(b) FORMATO DE LOS PROYECTOS DE LEY DE APROPIA-
CIONES PRESUPUESTARIAS. Se asignaran secciones independien-
tes dentro del proyecto de ley de apropiaciones generales a cada area
programatica principal del presupuesto estatal; las areas programaticas
principales incluiran: partidas del fondo fiduciario de la «loteria» para la
mejora de la educacion; educacion (el resto de fondos); servicios so-
ciales; justicia penal y sistema penitenciario; recursos naturales, medio
ambiente, gestion del crecimiento y transporte; administraciéon publica
general; y poder judicial. Cada area programatica principal comprendera
un desglose de los gastos correspondientes a: operaciones estatales;
gastos de capital estatales; ayudas a las operaciones de los gobiernos
locales y las organizaciones sin animo de lucro; ayudas a los gastos de
capital de los gobiernos locales y las organizaciones sin animo de lu-
cro; fondos federales y los fondos estatales de contrapartida asociados;
autorizaciones de gasto para operaciones; y autorizaciones de gasto
para inversiones de capital. Ademas, los proyectos de ley de asignacion
aprobados por la legislatura incluirdn un desglose de las asignaciones
especificas que superen el milldén de dolares (1.000.000,00$) en dolares
de 1992. A los efectos de este subseccion, los términos «asignacion es-
pecifica», «desglose» y «area programatica principal» se definiran por
ley. Este desglose se ajustara mediante ley general cada cuatro afios
para reflejar el indice de inflacién o deflacion tal como se indica en el
indice de Precios al Consumidor para Todos los Consumidores Urbanos
(Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers), (U.S. City Average,
All ltems), o en informes sucesores, segun lo reportado por el Departa-
mento de Trabajo de los Estados Unidos, la Oficina de Estadisticas Lab-
orales o su sucesora. Los proyectos de ley sustantivos que contengan
apropiaciones también estaran sujetos al requisito de desglose estable-
cido en esta disposicion y al derecho de veto especifico del gobernador
sobre las apropiaciones descrito en el articulo Ill, seccién 8.

(c) PROCESO DE APROPIACIONES.

(1) A mas tardar el 15 de septiembre de cada afio, la comisién
presupuestaria legislativa conjunta emitira una perspectiva financiera a
largo plazo en la que se establezcan las estrategias fiscales recomen-
dadas para el estado y sus departamentos y organismos, con el fin de
ayudar a la legislatura a tomar decisiones en materia presupuestaria.
Las perspectivas financieras a largo plazo deben incluir estimaciones
de la carga de trabajo y los ingresos principales. Con el fin de aplicar
este parrafo, la comisién presupuestaria legislativa conjunta utilizara las
estimaciones oficiales consensuadas vigentes y podra solicitar la elab-
oracion de estimaciones oficiales adicionales.

(2) La comision presupuestaria legislativa conjunta consultara al
publico y a los poderes ejecutivo y judicial cuando elabore y recomiende
las perspectivas financieras a largo plazo.

(3) La legislatura establecera mediante la ley general las condi-
ciones en las que podran aprobarse ajustes limitados al presupuesto,
tal y como recomienden el gobernador o el presidente del Tribunal Su-
premo, sin la concurrencia de la legislatura en pleno.

(d) PERIODO DE REVISION PUBLICA DE SETENTA Y DOS
HORAS. Todos los proyectos de ley de asignaciones generales se pon-
dran a disposicién de cada miembro de la asamblea legislativa, cada
miembro del gabinete, el gobernador y el presidente del tribunal supre-
mo al menos setenta y dos horas antes de la aprobacion definitiva del
proyecto de ley por cualquiera de las camaras de la asamblea legislati-
va, en la forma en que se presentara al gobernador.

(e) INFORME PRESUPUESTARIO DEFINITIVO. Se elaborara un
informe presupuestario definitivo conforme a lo dispuesto en la legis-
lacién general. El informe presupuestario definitivo se elaborara a mas
tardar el 120.° dia tras el inicio del periodo fiscal, y se enviara una copia
del mismo a cada miembro de la asamblea legislativa, al jefe de cada
departamento y organismo del estado, al auditor general y al presidente
del tribunal supremo.

(f) FONDOS FIDUCIARIOS.

(1) No podra crearse ni recrearse por ley ningun fondo fiduciario
del Estado de Florida u otro organismo publico sin el voto de tres quin-
tos de los miembros de cada camara de la legislatura en un proyecto de
ley independiente dedicado exclusivamente a ese fin.

(2) Los fondos fiduciarios estatales venceran a mas tardar cuatro
afios después de la fecha de entrada en vigor de la ley que autorice
la creacion inicial del fondo fiduciario. Por ley, la legislatura podra es-
tablecer un plazo mas breve para la autorizacién de cualquier fondo
fiduciario

(3) Los fondos fiduciarios obligatorios para los programas o man-
datos federales; los fondos fiduciarios que se crean para cumplir con
las clausulas de los bonos, los contratos de emision o las resoluciones,
cuyos ingresos estan legalmente comprometidos por el Estado o un
organismo publico para hacer frente al servicio de la deuda u otras ob-
ligaciones financieras derivadas de cualquier deuda del Estado o de
cualquier organismo publico; el fondo fiduciario estatal de transporte; el
fondo fiduciario que contiene los ingresos netos anuales de las Loterias
Educativas de Florida; el fondo fiduciario de jubilacion de Florida; los
fondos fiduciarios para instituciones bajo la gestién de la Junta de
Gobernadores, cuando dichos fondos fiduciarios se destinen a empre-
sas auxiliares y contratos, subvenciones y donaciones, tal y como se
definen dichos términos en la legislacion general; los fondos fiduciarios
que sirven como fondos o cuentas de compensacion para el director
financiero o las agencias estatales; los fondos fiduciarios que contabili-
zan los activos mantenidos por el Estado en calidad de fideicomisario,
como agente o fiduciario de particulares, organizaciones privadas u
otras unidades gubernamentales; y otros fondos fiduciarios autorizados
por la presente Constitucion, no estan sujetos a los requisitos estableci-
dos en el parrafo (2) de este articulo.

(4) Todos los saldos de caja y los ingresos de cualquier fondo fidu-
ciario suprimido en virtud de este apartado se depositaran en el

(g) FONDO DE ESTABILIZACION PRESUPUESTARIA.

(1) A los efectos de este articulo, el término «recaudacién de in-
gresos» se refiere a la recaudacion neta de ingresos del Gltimo ejercicio
fiscal completado para el fondo de ingresos generales.

(2) Sin perjuicio de lo dispuesto en el presente subseccién, se re-
tendra en el fondo de estabilizacién presupuestaria un importe equiva-
lente, como minimo, al 5 % detes-ingreses-netosrecaudados-durante-et
im f i i es. El
saldo del capital del fondo de estabilizacion presupuestaria no podra ser
superior a un importe equivalente al 25 % i

3) La asamblea legislativa transferird al fondo de estabilizacién
presupuestaria, a méas tardar el 30 de junio de cada periodo fiscal, la
menor de las siguientes cantidades: 750 millones de délares o la can-
tidad necesaria para aumentar el saldo principal del fondo de estabi-
lizacién presupuestaria hasta un importe equivalente al 25 % de los
ingresos recaudados por el fondo de ingresos generales La asamblea
legislativa podra suspender esta transferencia en un ejercicio fiscal en
el que:

a. Se retiren fondos del fondo de estabilizacién presupuestaria de

conformidad con el parrafo (4):

b. Se retiren fondos del fondo de estabilizacion presupuestaria con
el fin de sufragar una necesidad estatal critica de conformidad con el
parrafo (5); 0

c. La asamblea legislativa determine que existe una necesidad es-
tatal critica que requiere el gasto de fondos de ingresos generales por
un importe que excede el importe de la transferencia exigido por este
pérrafo. Una suspension por una necesidad estatal critica de conformi-
dad con este subparrafo debera ser aprobada por una mayoria de dos
tercios de los miembros de cada cAmara de la legislatura en un proyecto
de ley independiente destinado exclusivamente a ese fin y no podra
producirse mas de una vez cada cinco afos.

(4) La asamblea legislativa establecera los criterios para la retirada
de fondos del fondo de estabilizacion presupuestaria en un proyecto de
ley especifico destinado exclusivamente a tal fin y con el tnico objetivo
de cubrir déficits de ingresos del fondo de ingresos generales o de pro-
porcionar financiacion para una emergencia, tal y como se define en la
legislacion general.

5) Si el saldo del capital del fondo de estabilizacién presupuestar-
ia sobrepasa el 15 % de la recaudacién de ingresos, la asamblea legis-
lativa podra retirar fondos con el fin de financiar, de forma no recurrente
una necesidad estatal critica. Dicha retirada debera ser aprobada por
una mayoria de dos tercios de los miembros de cada cdmara de la
asamblea legislativa en un proyecto de ley especifico destinado exclu-
sivamente a ese fin. La retirada no debe hacer que el saldo del capital
del fondo de estabilizacion presupuestaria sea inferior al 10 % de la
recaudacion de ingresos.

(6) La ley general dispondra la reposicion de este fondo. El fondo
de estabilizacién presupuestaria estard compuesto por fondos no com-
prometidos ni destinados a ningun otro fin.

(h) DOCUMENTO DE PLANIFICACION ESTATAL A LARGO
PLAZO Y PROCESOS DE ELABORACION DE DOCUMENTOS DE
PLANIFICACION DE LOS DEPARTAMENTOS Y ORGANISMOS. La
ley general prevera un documento de planificacion estatal a largo plazo.
El gobernador recomendara a la legislatura, de forma bienal, cualquier
revision del documento de planificacion estatal a largo plazo, tal y como
se define en la ley. La ley general exigira una revision y revision bienal
del documento de planificacion estatal a largo plazo y exigiré a todos
los departamentos y organismos del gobierno estatal que elaboren
documentos de planificacion. El documento de planificacion estatal a
largo plazo y los documentos de planificacion de los departamentos y
organismos seguiran estando sujetos a revisiéon y modificacién por par-
te de la asamblea legislativa. EI documento de planificacion estatal a
largo plazo debera incluir proyecciones de las necesidades y recursos
futuros del estado que sean coherentes con las perspectivas financieras
a largo plazo. Los documentos de planificacién de los departamentos y
organismos incluiran una lista priorizada de los gastos previstos para su
revision y posible reduccién en caso de déficit de ingresos, tal y como
se define en la ley general.

(i) GRUPO DE TRABAJO SOBRE LA EFICIENCIA DEL GOBI-
ERNO. A mas tardar en enero de 2007, y cada cuatro afios a partir
de entonces, el presidente del senado, el presidente de la camara de
representantes y el gobernador nombraran un grupo de trabajo sobre
eficiencia gubernamental, cuya composicion se establecera mediante
ley general. El grupo de trabajo estara compuesto por miembros de la
legislatura y representantes de los sectores publico y privado, quienes
elaboraran recomendaciones para mejorar las operaciones guberna-
mentales y reducir los costes. El personal que asistira al grupo de traba-
jo en el desempefio de sus funciones sera asignado por ley general, y
el grupo de trabajo podra obtener asistencia del sector privado. El grupo
de trabajo completara su labor en el plazo de un afio y presentara sus
recomendaciones a la comision presupuestaria legislativa conjunta, al
gobernador y al presidente del Tribunal Supremo.

(j) COMISION PRESUPUESTARIA LEGISLATIVA CONJUNTA. Se
crea, en el seno de la asamblea legislativa, la comision presupuestaria
legislativa conjunta, compuesta por un mismo nimero de miembros del
senado, designados por el presidente del senado, y de miembros de la
camara de representantes, designados por el presidente de la camara
de representantes. Cada miembro permanecera en el cargo a discre-
cion del cargo que lo haya designado. Las posiciones vacantes en la
comision se cubriran del mismo modo que el nombramiento original.
Desde noviembre de cada afo impar hasta octubre de cada afio par,
el presidente de la comision legislativa conjunta de presupuesto sera
nombrado por el presidente del senado y el vicesecretario de la comis-
ion sera nombrado por el presidente de la camara de representantes.
Desde noviembre de cada afio par hasta octubre de cada afio impar, el
presidente de la comisién presupuestaria legislativa conjunta sera nom-
brado por el presidente de la cdmara de representantes y el vicepres-
idente de la comision serd nombrado por el presidente del senado. La
comision presupuestaria legislativa conjunta se regira por el reglamento
conjunto del senado y la cdmara de representantes, que permanecera
en vigor hasta que sea derogado o modificado mediante resolucién con-
junta. La comision se reunird como minimo una vez al trimestre y se
reunira cuando lo convoquen el presidente del senado y el presidente de
la cdmara de representantes. La mayoria de los miembros de la comis-
ion de cada camara, sumada a un miembro adicional de cualquiera de
las dos camaras, constituira quérum. Las resoluciones de la comision
requieren el voto mayoritario de los miembros de la comisién presentes
de cada camara. La comision podra desarrollar sus reuniones mediante
teleconferencias o medios similares. Ademas de las facultades y fun-
ciones especificadas en este subseccion, la comision presupuestaria
legislativa conjunta ejercera todas las demas facultades y desempefiara
cualquier otra funcién que no entre en conflicto con el parrafo (c)(3) y
segun lo prescrito por la ley general o el reglamento conjunto.

No. 2 Enmienda constitucional
Articulo VII, Seccion 3, y Articulo XII
ARTICULO VII
FINANZAS E IMPUESTOS
SECCION 3. Impuestos; exenciones. —

(a) Se eximira impositivamente todo inmueble de propiedad de una
municipalidad utilizado exclusivamente por ésta con fines municipales o
publicos. Un municipio que posea bienes fuera de su jurisdiccion puede
estar obligado, en virtud de la ley general, a efectuar el pago correspon-
diente a la entidad impositiva en la que se encuentren dichos bienes.
Aquellas partes de los bienes que se utilicen predominantemente con
fines educativos, literarios, cientificos, religiosos o benéficos podran
quedar exentas de imposicion en virtud de la ley general.

(b) Quedaran exentos de imposicion, de forma acumulativa, para
cada cabeza de familia residente en este estado, los enseres domésti-
cos y efectos personales por un valor fijado por la ley general, no in-
ferior a mil ddlares, y para cada viuda o viudo o persona ciega o con
discapacidad total y permanente, los bienes por un valor fijado por la ley
general no inferior a quinientos ddlares.

(c) Cualquier condado o municipio podra, a efectos de su respectiva
recaudacion impositiva y con sujecion a las disposiciones de este par-
rafo y de la ley general, otorgar exenciones impositivas ad valorem para
el desarrollo comunitario y econémico a nuevas empresas y a la expan-
sion de empresas existentes, tal y como se definen en la ley general.
Dicha exencién solo podré otorgarse mediante ordenanza del condado
o del municipio, y inicamente después de que los electores del condado
o del municipio, al votar sobre dicha cuestion en un referéndum, autori-
cen al condado o al municipio a adoptar tales ordenanzas. La exencion
asi otorgada se aplicara a las mejoras realizadas en bienes inmuebles
por una nueva empresa o para su uso, asi como a las mejoras en bienes
inmuebles relacionadas con la expansién de una empresa ya existente;
asimismo, se aplicara a los bienes muebles tangibles de dicha nueva
empresa y a los bienes muebles tangibles relacionados con la expan-
sién de una empresa ya existente. El importe o los limites del importe de
dicha exencion se especificaran en la ley general. El periodo de tiempo
durante el cual se podra otorgar dicha exencién a una nueva empresa
0 a la expansién de una empresa ya existente se determinara en la
ley general. La facultad para otorgar dicha exencion vencera a los diez
afos de la fecha de aprobacién por parte de los electores del condado o
municipio, y podra renovarse mediante referéndum segun lo dispuesto
en la ley general.

(d) Cualquier condado o municipio podra, a efectos de su respecti-
va recaudacion tributaria y con sujecion a lo dispuesto en este parrafo
y en la ley general, otorgar exenciones del impuesto ad valorem por
conservacion del patrimonio histérico a los propietarios de inmuebles
histéricos. Esta exencion solo podra otorgarse mediante ordenanza del
condado o municipio. El importe o los limites del importe de esta ex-
encion y los requisitos para que los inmuebles sean elegibles deberan
especificarse en la ley general. El periodo de tiempo durante el cual se
podra otorgar esta exencion a un propietario se determinara mediante
la ley general.

(e) Mediante la ley general y con sujecién a las condiciones espe-
cificadas en la misma:

(1) Veinticinco mil délares del valor tasado de los bienes sujetos al
impuesto sobre bienes muebles tangibles quedaran exentos del impues-
to ad valorem.

(2) El valor de tasacion de los dispositivos solares o de fuentes de
energia renovable sujetos al impuesto sobre bienes muebles tangibles
podra estar exento del impuesto ad valorem, con sujecién a las limita-
ciones previstas en la ley general.

(f) Se otorgara una exencién del impuesto ad valorem a los bienes
inmuebles dedicados a perpetuidad a fines de conservacién, incluidos
los bienes inmuebles gravados con servidumbres de conservacion per-
petuas o con otras protecciones de conservacién perpetuas, tal y como
se definen en la ley general.

(9) En virtud de la ley general y con sujecion a las condiciones en ella
especificadas, cualquier persona que se beneficie de una exencion por
vivienda familiar segln lo dispuesto en la seccion 6 del presente arti-
culo; que haya sido miembro de las Fuerzas Armadas de los Estados
Unidos o de las reservas militares, de la Guardia Costera de los Estados
Unidos o de sus reservas, o de la Guardia Nacional de Florida; y que
haya sido desplegada durante el afio natural anterior en servicio activo
fuera del territorio continental de los Estados Unidos, Alaska o Hawai en
apoyo de operaciones militares designadas por la legislatura, recibira
una exencion adicional equivalente a un porcentaje del valor imponible
de su vivienda familiar. El porcentaje de applicable se basara en la can-
tidad de dias durante los que dicha persona haya prestado servicio ac-
tivo durante el afio calendario anterior fuera de la region continental de
los Estados Unidos, Alaska o Hawai en apoyo de operaciones militares
designadas por la legislatura, dividido por el nimero de dias de ese afio.

h)(1) Los bienes muebles tangibles que cumplan todas las condi-
ciones siguientes estaran exentos del impuesto ad valorem:

a. Que se encuentren habitualmente o estén normalmente presentes
en terrenos clasificados como agricolas.

b. Utilizados en la produccién de productos agricolas o para activi-
dades de agroturismo.

c. Propiedad del propietario o arrendatario de los terrenos agricolas.

2) La exencion prevista en este parrafo esta sujeta a las condi-
ciones, limitaciones y definiciones razonables que especifique la legis-
latura en la ley general.

ARTICULO XII

APENDICE

Exenci6n ad valorem para los bienes muebles tangibles situados en
terrenos clasificados como agricolas. —La modificacion de la seccién 3
del articulo VII. que establece una exencién impositiva para determina-
dos bienes muebles tangibles. y la presente seccion, entraran en vigor
tras su aprobacién por los electores y se aplicaran por primera vez a las
liquidaciones correspondientes a los ejercicios fiscales que comiencen
el 1 de enero de 2027.

No. 3 Enmienda constitucional
Avrticulo VII, Secciones 4, 6,y 9, y Articulo XII
ARTICULO VII
FINANZAS E IMPUESTOS

SECCION 4. Impuesto; tasaciones. — Se estableceran disposi-
ciones de acuerdo con la ley general para asegurar una tasacion justa
de todos los bienes alcanzados por el impuesto ad valorem, con las
condiciones que se enumeran a continuacion:

(a) Los terrenos destinados a la explotacion agricola, los terrenos
que generan gran recarga de agua para los acuiferos de Florida o los
terrenos utilizados en forma exclusiva para fines recreativos no comer-
ciales pueden clasificarse segun la ley general y tasarse Unicamente en
razon de su naturaleza o su uso.

(b) Segun lo dispuesto por la ley general y sujeto a las condiciones,
limitaciones y definiciones razonables especificadas en la misma, el ter-
reno utilizado para fines de conservacion se clasificara por ley general y
se tasara unicamente en funcion de su caracter o uso.

(c) De acuerdo con la ley general, los bienes personales tangibles
conservados para la venta en unidades de intercambio comercial o en
cabezas de ganado podran evaluarse para la determinacion de impues-
tos a un porcentaje especifico de su valor, podran clasificarse con fines
impositivos o podran estar exentos del pago de impuesto.

(d) Se realizara una tasacion del bien de familia al justo valor vigente
al 1. ° de enero del afo posterior a la fecha en que esta enmienda entre
en vigencia a aquellas personas con derecho a la exencion del pago de
impuestos a los bienes de familia conforme en seccion 6 de este Arti-
culo. La tasacion solo cambiara segun lo dispuesto en esta subseccion.

(1) Las tasaciones sujetas a esta subseccion se modificaran el 1.
° de enero de cada afio; dichos cambios no pueden exceder al monto
menor de los items enumerados a continuacion:

a. Tres por ciento (3 %) de la tasacién del afio anterior.

b. EI cambio porcentual en el indice de Precios al Consumidor en
las ciudades, el Costo Promedio Urbano de EE. UU., todos los items
1967=100 o informes subsiguientes para el afio calendario anterior
segun lo informado inicialmente por el Ministerio de Trabajo de los Es-
tados Unidos (United States Department of Labor) y el organismo de
Estadisticas Laborales (Bureau of Labor Statistics).

(2) Ninguna tasacion superara el valor razonable.

(3) Con posterioridad a cualquier cambio de titularidad, de acuerdo
con lo establecido por la ley general, se realizara la tasacion del bien de
familia al justo valor vigente al 1. ° de enero del afio posterior, a menos
que apliquen las disposiciones de parrafo (8). A partir de entonces, se
realizaré la tasacion de los bienes de familia de acuerdo con las disposi-
ciones establecidas en esta subseccion.

(4) Se realizara la tasacion del nuevo bien de familia segun el justo
valor al 1. ° de enero del afio posterior a la constitucion de dicho bien,
salvo que apliquen las disposiciones de parrafo (8). La tasacion solo
podra modificarse segun lo dispuesto en esta subseccién.

(5) Se realizara una tasacion de las reformas, agregados, reduc-
ciones o mejoras a los bienes de familia de acuerdo con la ley general
con la condicion de que, con posterioridad a la revision por cualquier
reforma, agregado, reducciéon o mejora, se realice la tasacion de los
bienes de acuerdo con lo establecido en esta subseccion.

(6) En caso de que caduque la condicién de bien de familia, el bien
se evaluara de acuerdo con lo dispuesto por la ley general.

(7) Las disposiciones de esta enmienda podran considerarse en for-
ma separada. En caso de que cualquiera de las disposiciones de esta
enmienda sea declarada inconstitucional por un tribunal competente, la
decision de tal tribunal no afectara ni limitara las disposiciones restantes
de esta enmienda

(8) a. La persona que constituya un nuevo bien de familia al 1. ° de
enero y que haya recibido una exencién al pago de impuestos sobre el
bien de familia conforme en Seccién 6 de este Articulo al 1. ° de enero
de cualquiera de los tres afios inmediatos anteriores a constitucion del
nuevo bien de familia tendra derecho a una tasacién del nuevo bien de
familia a un valor menor al justo valor. El valor de los bienes reciente-
mente constituidos como bien de familia se determinara de la siguiente
manera:

1. Si el justo valor del nuevo bien de familia es mayor o igual al justo
valor del anterior bien de familia al 1. ° de enero del afio en que el bien
anterior fuera destituido, el valor del nuevo bien de familia sera igual
al justo valor del nuevo bien de familia menos un monto equivalente al
menor monto entre $500,000 y la diferencia entre el justo valor y el valor
determinado del bien de familia anterior al 1. ° de enero del afio en que
el bien de familia anterior fuera destituido.

A partir de entonces, se realizara la tasacion de los bienes de famil-
ia de acuerdo con las disposiciones establecidas en esta subseccion.

2. En caso de que el justo valor del nuevo bien de familia sea inferior
al justo valor del bien de familia anterior vigente al 1. ° de enero del afio
en que el bien de familia anterior fuera destituido, el valor determinado
del nuevo bien de familia sera igual al justo valor del nuevo bien de fa-
milia dividido por el justo valor del bien de familia anterior y multiplicado
por el valor determinado del bien de familia anterior. Sin embargo, en
caso de que la diferencia entre el justo valor del nuevo bien de familia y
el valor determinado del nuevo bien de familia calculado conforme este
sub-subparrafo sea mayor a $500,000, se aumentara el valor determi-
nado del nuevo bien de familia de manera tal que la diferencia entre
el justo valor y el valor determinado sea igual a $500,000. A partir de
entonces, se realizara la tasacion del bien de familia de acuerdo con las
disposiciones establecidas en esta subseccion.

b. Por aplicacion de la ley general y conforme los principios alli esta-
blecidos, la legislatura prevera la aplicacion de este parrafo a los bienes
que tengan mas de un propietario.

(e) La legislatura podra, segun la ley general, a los fines de la ta-
sacion y de acuerdo con las disposiciones de esta subseccion, facultar
a los condados y municipalidades a autorizar por ordenanza la tasacion
de bienes histéricos inicamente en razén de su naturaleza o uso. Dicha
tasacion en razén de su naturaleza o uso sera aplicable Unicamente
dentro de la jurisdiccién donde rija la ordenanza. La ley general debe
especificar los requisitos para los bienes considerados admisibles.

(f) Un condado puede, de la manera establecida por la ley gener-
al, prever la reduccion del valor determinado del bien de familia en el
marco de cualquier incremento en el valor determinado de tal bien que
resulte de la construccion o reconstruccion del bien con el fin de asignar
un espacio para la vivienda a uno o varios padres o abuelos biolégicos
o adoptivos del propietario o su cdnyuge en caso de que al menos uno
de los padres o abuelos para quien se provee el espacio para la vivien-
da tenga 62 afios o mas. Tal reduccién no podra ser superior al monto
menor de los items enumerados a continuacion:

(1) El incremento del valor determinado que resulte de la construc-
cion o reconstruccion del bien.

(2) El veinte por ciento del valor determinado total del bien mejorado.

(9) En relacion con todos los gravamenes, a excepcion de aquellos
que sean en razon del distrito escolar, la tasacion de los bienes resi-
denciales, tal como la define la ley general, que consiste en nueve am-
bientes 0 menos y que no esta sujeta a las restricciones de la tasacion
establecidas en los subsecciones comprendidos desde (a) hasta (d),
se modificard inicamente conforme a lo dispuesto en esta subseccion.

1) Las cuotas sujetas a esta subpérrafo se modificaran anualmente
en la fecha de liquidacién prevista por la ley; sin embargo, dichas mod-
ificaciones no podran exceder los siguientes porcentajes el diez por
ciento (10 %) de la cuota del afo anterior:

a. Antes del 1 de enero de 2027, el diez por ciento (10 %).
b. A partir del 1 de enero de 2027, el cinco por ciento (5 %).
(2) Ninguna valoracion superara el valor razonable.

(3) Con posterioridad a un cambio de titularidad o dominio, de acu-
erdo con lo establecido por la ley general, incluido cualquier cambio en
la titularidad de una institucién legal propietaria del bien, se realizara la
tasacion de dicho bien de acuerdo con el justo valor vigente a la préxima
fecha de tasacion. A partir de entonces, se realizara la tasacion del bien
segun lo dispuesto en esta subseccion.

(4) Se realizara la tasacion de los cambios, agregados, reducciones
o mejoras a dicho bien de acuerdo con lo establecido por la ley gener-
al. Sin embargo, luego de la revision por cualquier reforma, agregado,
reduccién o mejora, se realizara la tasacion del bien de acuerdo con las
disposiciones establecidas en esta subseccion.

(h) En relacién con todos los gravdmenes, a excepcion de aquellos
que sean en razon del distrito escolar, las tasaciones de bienes raices
que no estén sujetas a las restricciones a la tasacion establecidas en
los subsecciones comprendidos de (a) a (d) y (g) podran modificarse
Unicamente segun lo establecido en esta subseccion.

1) Las cuotas sujetas a este subparrafo se modificaran anualmente
en la fecha de liquidacion prevista por la ley; sin embargo, dichas mod-
ificaciones no podran exceder los siguientes porcentajes: el diez por
ciento (10 %) de la cuota del afio anterior:

a. Antes del 1 de enero de 2027, el diez por ciento (10 %).

b. A partir del 1 de enero de 2027, el cinco por ciento (5 %).

(2) Ninguna tasacion superara el valor razonable.

(3) La legislatura debe estipular que se realice la tasacién de dicho
bien en razon del justo valor a la fecha de tasacion posterior a una me-
jora de calidad, conforme lo define la ley general, realizada en el bien. A

partir de entonces, se realizara la tasacion del bien segun lo dispuesto
en esta subseccion.

(4) La legislatura podra prever que se realice la tasacién de dicho
bien en razén del justo valor a la fecha de tasacioén posterior al cambio
de titularidad o dominio, segun lo define la ley general, incluido cualqui-
er cambio en la titularidad de la institucién legal propietaria del bien. A
partir de entonces, se realizara la tasacion del bien segun lo dispuesto
en esta subseccion.

(5) Se realizara la tasacion de los cambios, agregados, reducciones
o mejoras a dicho bien de acuerdo con lo establecido por la ley gener-
al. Sin embargo, luego de la revision por cualquier reforma, agregado,
reduccién o mejora, se realizara la tasacion del bien conforme las dis-
posiciones establecidas en esta subseccion.

(i) La legislatura, de acuerdo con la ley general y sujeto a las condi-
ciones alli establecidas, podra prohibir la consideracion de lo enumer-
ado a continuacion en relacion con la determinacion del valor de los
bienes raices que se utilicen con fines residenciales:

(1) Cualquier reforma o mejora realizada con el propésito de mejorar
la resistencia al dafio causado por viento.

(2) La instalacion de un dispositivo de fuente de energia solar u otra
energia renovable.

()

(1) La evaluacion de la propiedad costera utilizable se realizara en
base al uso actual de la propiedad:

a. Terreno utilizado principalmente para la pesca comercial.

b. Terreno accesible al publico utilizado para el lanzamiento de em-
barcaciones en aguas navegables.

c. Marinas y guarderias fuera del agua con acceso al publico.

d. Astilleros dependientes del agua, instalaciones para la pesca
comercial e instalaciones para la construccion y reparacion de embar-
caciones y sus actividades de soporte.

(2) El beneficio para la tasacion que se establece en esta subsec-
cion esta sujeto a las condiciones y restricciones y las definiciones ra-
zonables conforme los dispone la legislatura y la ley general.

SECCION 6. Exenciones impositivas para viviendas familiares. —

(a)(1) a. Toda persona que tenga titulo legal o equitativo sobre
bienes raices y los mantenga como residencia permanente del propi-
etario, u otra persona que dependa legal o naturalmente del propietario,
estard exenta de tributacion sobre los mismos, excepto las evalua-
ciones por beneficios especiales, como sigue:

J.a. En el caso de los impuestos de los distritos escolares, hasta un
valor catastral de veinticinco mil ddlares; y

2.b. En el caso de todos los impuestos distintos de los de los distritos
escolares,

I. A partir del 1 de enero de 2027, hasta un valor catastral_de ciento
cincuenta mil délares.

1. A partir del 1 de enero de 2028, hasta un valor catastral de dosci-
entos cincuenta mil ddlares.

b. Cualquier persona que, a partir del 1 de enero de 2027, tenga la
titularidad legal o equitativa sobre un bien inmueble y mantenga en el
mismo la residencia permanente del propietario. o de otra persona legal
o naturalmente dependiente del propietario. que no hubiera mantenido
una residencia permanente en este estado a 31 de diciembre de 2026
estara exenta del impuesto correspondiente, salvo las tasas por presta-
ciones especiales, de la siguiente manera:

1. En el caso de los impuestos de los distritos escolares. hasta un
valor catastral de veinticinco mil ddlares: y

2. En el caso de todos los impuestos distintos de los de los distritos
escolares, hasta un valor catastral de cincuenta mil délares. Salvo que
se modifique lo contrario en virtud del subparrafo (4)a.2., a partir del
quinto afio de exencion en virtud de este subparrafo, dicha persona
estaré exenta hasta el importe de la valoracion catastral previsto en el
sub-sub-subparrafo a.2.1l., ajustado de conformidad con el subparrafo

2)a. La legislatura establecera, mediante ley general. procedimientos
uniformes para la aplicacién de este subparrafo.

Las exenciones otorgadas por este parrafo se aplican Unicamente a
cantidades superiores a cincuenta mil délares y hasta setenta y cinco
mil dolares, previa acreditacion del derecho a las mismas en la forma
prevista por la ley. La titularidad sobre los bienes raices podra ser legal
o en equidad, mancomunada, solidaria, en comin, como condominio,
o indirectamente mediante la tenencia de acciones o participaciones
que representen el derecho de propiedad del propietario o socio en una
sociedad que tenga el dominio o los derechos de arrendamiento que
inicialmente superen noventa y ocho afios. Las exenciones exencién
no se aplicara respecto a ningun registro fiscal hasta que primero un
organismo estatal designado de conformidad con la ley general deter-
mine que dicho registro cumple con las disposiciones de la seccién 4.
Estas exenciones se revocarén Esta exencion se revocara en la fecha
de entrada en vigencia de cualquier enmienda a este Articulo que dis-
ponga la tasacion de la vivienda familiar a un valor inferior al justo valor.

(2)a. El importe de veinticinco mil délares de la valoracion catastral
exenta de impuestos previsto en el sub-sub-subparrafo (1)a.2.1l. del
apartado (a)(1)b. se ajustara anualmente_por inflacién a partir del 1 de
enero de 2029, y de cada afio_posterior, por inflacion utilizando el por-
centaje de variacion del indice de Precios al Consumo para Todos los
Consumidores Urbanos, media de las ciudades de EE. UU., todos los
articulos 1967=100, o los informes sucesivos correspondientes al afio
natural anterior, tal y como los haya comunicado inicialmente la Oficina
de Estadisticas Laborales del Departamento de Trabajo de los Estados
Unidos, si dicho porcentaje de variacion es positivo.

b. El importe de la valoracién catastral exenta de impuestos dis-
puesta en el sub-subparrafo(1)b.2 se ajustard anualmente el 1 de enero
de 2028 y por cada afio por inflacién utilizando el cambio porcentual
en el indice de Precios al Consumidor para Todos los Consumidores
Urbanos, Promedio de Ciudades de EE. UU., todos los elementos
1967=100, o informes posteriores para el afio calendario anterior segin
lo informado inicialmente por los Estados Unidos. Departamento de Tra-
bajo de los estados, Oficina de Estadisticas Laborales, si dicho cambio
porcentual es positivo.

(3) Salvo las exenciones previstas en los sub-subpérrafos (1)a.2.
y b.2. y el parrafo (4), el importe de la valoracién catastral exenta de

impuestos a la que tiene derecho toda persona que posea la titulari-
dad legal o equitativa de un bien inmueble y mantenga en él la resi-
dencia permanente del propietario, o de otra persona legal o natural-
mente dependiente del propietario, y que se aplica exclusivamente a
los gravamenes distintos de los del distrito escolar, que se afiada a la
presente Constitucion después del 1 de enero de 2025, se ajustara an-
ualmente el 1 de enero de cada afio en funcién de la inflacién, utilizando
el porcentaje de variacién del indice de Precios al Consumo para Todos
los Consumidores Urbanos, media de las ciudades de EE. UU., todos
los articulos 1967=100, o los informes sucesivos correspondientes al
afio natural anterior, tal y como los haya comunicado inicialmente la
Oficina de Estadisticas Laborales del Departamento de Trabajo de los
Estados Unidos, si dicho porcentaje de variacioén es positivo, a partir del
afo siguiente a la fecha de entrada en vigor de dicha exencién.

(4)a.1. La legislatura establecera, mediante ley general, un proced-
imiento uniforme para que los condados y los municipios. en el marco
de sus respectivos sistemas tributarios, puedan aumentar el importe de
la valoracién catastral exenta de impuestos con arreglo al parrafo (1
hasta alcanzar la totalidad de la valoracién catastral restante.

2. A partir del 1 de enero de 2030, un condado 0 un municipio, me-
diante el voto favorable de dos tercios de los miembros del érgano de
gobierno, podra determinar que se justifica una reduccion del requisito
de cinco afios previsto en el sub-subparrafo (1)b.2. debido a una necesi-
dad local imperiosa.

b.1. Un distrito especial podra, previa aprobacién mediante referén-
dum por parte de los electores del distrito. aumentar el importe de la
valoracién catastral exenta de impuestos con arreglo a los sub-sub-

arrafos (1)a.2. y b.2.. para su respectivo gravamen, hasta alcanzar la
totalidad de la valoracion catastral restante. Mediante una ley general,
la legislatura establecera la forma en que se podra convocar un referén-
dum; la frecuencia con la que se podra celebrar dicho referéndum. que
no podra ser superior a una vez en un periodo de 12 meses: el texto
de la boleta y la pregunta de dicho referéndum; y otros requisitos para
el referéndum que no sean incompatibles con este parrafo. El aumento
de la exencion aprobado entrara en vigor y se aplicara por primera vez
a partir del 1 de enero inmediatamente posterior a la aprobacion por
referéndum.

2. Un distrito especial podra ajustar anualmente, el 1 de enero de
cada afio, el importe de la valoracién catastral exenta de impuestos
tal y como se aprobd en el sub-subpérrafo 1, para tener en cuenta la
inflacién, utilizando la variacién porcentual del indice de Precios al Con-
sumo para todos los consumidores urbanos, media de las ciudades de
EE. UU., todos los articulos 1967=100. o los informes sucesivos cor-
respondientes al afio natural anterior, tal y como los haya publicado
inicialmente la Oficina de Estadisticas Laborales del Departamento de
Trabajo de los Estados Unidos, siempre que dicha variacién porcentual
sea positiva.

(b) No se le permitira mas de una exencién a ninguna persona o uni-
dad familiar respecto a ninguna unidad residencial. Ninguna exencion
superara el valor de los bienes raices tasables al propietario o, en caso
de dominio mediante acciones o participacion en una sociedad, el valor
de la proporcion que devengue la participacion en la sociedad sobre la
tasacion del inmueble.

(c) De conformidad con la ley general y con sujecién a las condi-
ciones que se especifican en la misma, el Poder Legislativo podra
entregarles a los arrendatarios que sean residentes permanentes una
desgravacion fiscal ad valorem sobre todos los gravamenes fiscales ad
valorem. Dicha desgravacion fiscal ad valorem se establecera de la for-
ma y en el monto que disponga la ley general.

(d) El poder legislativo podréa, de conformidad con la ley general, per-
mitirles a los condados o municipios, para efectos de sus gravamenes
fiscales respectivos y con sujecion a las disposiciones de la ley general,
conceder cualquiera de las siguientes exenciones impositivas adiciona-
les para viviendas familiares o ambas:

(1) Una exencion que no supere cincuenta mil délares para una per-
sona que tenga la titularidad legal o en equidad sobre bienes raices y
mantenga alli la residencia permanente del propietario, que haya cump-
lido la edad de sesenta y cinco afios, y cuyos ingresos familiares, segun
lo define la ley general, no superen veinticinco mil délares; o

(2) Una exencion equivalente al valor tasado del inmueble para una
persona que tenga titularidad legal o equitativa sobre los bienes raices
con un valor justo inferior a doscientos cincuenta mil délares, segun
se determine en el primer ejercicio fiscal que aplique el propietario y
que cumpla los requisitos para la exencion, y que haya mantenido en
los mismos la residencia permanente del propietario durante al menos
veinticinco afios, que haya cumplido la edad de sesenta y cinco afios,
y cuyos ingresos del hogar no superen la limitacion sobre ingresos que
se prescribe en el parrafo (1).

La ley general debe permitirles a los condados y municipios con-
ceder dichas exenciones adicionales, dentro de los limites que se pre-
scriben en esta subseccion, mediante una ordenanza que se adopte
de la manera que lo prescribe la ley general, y debe disponer el ajuste
periddico de la limitacién sobre ingresos que se prescribe en esta sub-
seccion respecto a los cambios en el costo de vida.

(e)

(1) Cada veterano que tenga 65 afios 0 mas y que sufra una disca-
pacidad parcial o total recibira un descuento del monto del impuesto ad
valorem que se adeude sobre la vivienda familiar que posea el veterano
y donde el mismo resida si la discapacidad hubiera sido causada por
el combate y el veterano hubiera sido dado de baja con honor tras re-
tirarse del servicio militar. EI descuento se expresara en un porcentaje
equivalente al porcentaje de la discapacidad permanente vinculada al
servicio del veterano, segun lo determine el Departamento de Asuntos
de los Veteranos de los Estados Unidos. Para optar al descuento que
se concede en este parrafo, el solicitante debe presentarle al tasador
inmobiliario del condado, a mas tardar el 1 de marzo, una carta oficial
del Departamento de Asuntos de los Veteranos de los Estados Unidos
mediante la que se indique el porcentaje de la discapacidad vincula-
da al servicio del veterano y las pruebas que demuestren de manera
razonable que la discapacidad fue causada por el combate, asi como
también una copia de la baja con honor del veterano. Si el tasador in-
mobiliario rechaza la solicitud de descuento, el tasador debe notificarle
al solicitante por escrito los motivos del rechazo, y el veterano podra
volver a realizar la solicitud. EI Poder Legislativo podra, de conformidad
con la ley general, desistir del requerimiento anual de solicitudes en los
afnos posteriores.

(2) Si un veterano que recibe el descuento descrito en el parrafo (1)
fallece antes de su conyuge, y si, al fallecer el veterano, el(la) conyuge
sobreviviente posee la titularidad legal o el usufructo de la vivienda fa-
miliar y reside permanentemente alli, el descuento se transfiere al(la)
conyuge sobreviviente hasta que se vuelva a casar, venda o de otra
manera disponga de la vivienda familiar. Si el(la) cdnyuge sobreviviente
vende o de otra manera dispone de la vivienda, se podra transferir a
la nueva vivienda familiar del(la) conyuge sobreviviente un descuento
que no exceda el monto en dodlares otorgado segun el registro fiscal ad
valorem mas reciente, si la utiliza como su residencia permanente y si
no se ha vuelto a casar.

(3) Esta subseccion tiene efecto inmediato y no necesita legislacion
de implementacion.

(f) De conformidad con la ley general y con sujecion a las condi-
ciones y limitaciones que se especifican en la misma, el Poder Legislati-
vo podra concederle una desgravacion fiscal ad valorem equivalente al
monto total o una parte del impuesto ad valorem que se adeude sobre
la vivienda familiar a:

(1) El(la) conyuge sobreviviente de un veterano que haya fallecido
durante su servicio activo en calidad de miembro de las Fuerzas Arma-
das de los Estados Unidos.

(2) El(la) conyuge sobreviviente de un socorrista que haya fallecido
en acto de servicio.

(3) Un socorrista que tenga una discapacidad total y permanente
a causa de una lesién o lesiones que haya sufrido en acto de servi-
cio. La conexion causal entre una discapacidad y el acto de servicio no
debe presumirse, sino que determinarse segun lo dispone la ley gen-
eral. Para efectos de este parrafo, el término “discapacidad” no incluye
una afeccion crénica o enfermedad crénica, a menos que la lesion que
se haya sufrido en acto de servicio hubiera sido la Unica causa de la
afeccion cronica y la enfermedad crénica. Segun se usa en esta sub-
seccion y segun lo defina mas extensamente la ley general, el término
“socorrista” hace referencia a un policia, un funcionario penitenciario,
un bombero, un técnico médico de emergencia o un paramédico, y el
término “en acto de servicio” significa que surge a raiz del desempefio
real del servicio que sea necesario en virtud del trabajo como socorrista.

SECCION 9. Impuestos municipales.

(a)(1) Los condados, los distritos escolares y los municipios estaran
autorizados por ley a recaudar impuestos ad valorem, y los distritos
especiales podran hacerlo; asimismo, podran estar autorizados por ley
general a recaudar otros impuestos, para sus respectivos fines, salvo
los impuestos ad valorem sobre los bienes muebles intangibles y los
impuestos prohibidos por la presente Constitucion.

(2) Los impuestos ad valorem recaudados por los condados y los
municipios se utilizaran Unicamente para:

a. Garantizar la seguridad publica. incluidos los servicios de policia
bomberos y servicios médicos de emergencia:

b. Proporcionar financiamiento para la educacién y las escuelas
publicas:;

c. Financiar o refinanciar infraestructuras, incluidos los gastos de
construccion y mantenimiento de carreteras y puentes y el control de
aguas pluviales:

d. Financiar o refinanciar proyectos de recursos naturales. incluidas
las medidas de control de inundaciones:

€. Emitir bonos locales para usos compatibles con este parrafo y
realizar pagos del servicio de la deuda correspondiente a obligaciones
existentes:

f. Cumplir con las obligaciones relativas a las prestaciones de jubi-
lacion de los empleados de la administracién local: o

g. Financiar las operaciones y la administracién de los funcionarios
y comisionados del condado establecidos en virtud del articulo VIIl y de
los municipios. asi como los gastos aprobados por dichos funcionarios
del condado o por los érganos de gobierno del condado o municipales
salvo aquellos gastos prohibidos por la legislacién general.

(b) Los impuestos ad valorem, con exclusién de los impuestos re-
caudados para el pago de bonos y de los impuestos recaudados por
periodos no superiores a dos afios cuando asi lo autorice el voto de los
electores que sean duefios de bienes inmuebles en propiedad plena
no totalmente exentos de impuestos, no se recaudaran por encima de
los siguientes tipos impositivos sobre el valor catastral de los bienes
inmuebles y los bienes muebles tangibles: para todos los fines del con-
dado, diez milésimas; para todos los fines municipales, diez milésimas;
para todos los fines escolares, diez milésimas; para fines de gestion del
agua en la parte noroeste del estado situada al oeste de la linea entre
las cordilleras dos y tres este, 0,05 milésimas; para fines de gestion
del agua en el resto del estado, 1,0 milésima; y para todos los demas
distritos especiales, un tipo impositivo autorizado por ley y aprobado por
votacion de los electores que sean propietarios de bienes inmuebles en
los mismos que no estén totalmente exentos de impuestos. Un condado
que preste servicios municipales podra, en la medida en que lo autorice
la ley, recaudar impuestos adicionales dentro de los limites fijados para
fines municipales.

ARTICULO XII
APENDICE

Limitacion de la valoracién de los bienes inmuebles. exenciones fiscales
sobre la vivienda familiar e ingresos de las administraciones locales.
—Esta seccion y las enmiendas a las secciones 4 y 6 del articulo VII
relativas a la limitacién del valor catastral de los bienes inmuebles. al
aumento de la exencién del impuesto sobre la vivienda familiar y a la
creacién de una nueva exencion para la vivienda familiar a partir del 1
de enero de 2027, asi como la enmienda a la seccién 9 del articulo VII
relativa a los usos de determinados ingresos por parte de los condados
y municipios. entraran en vigor el 1 de enero de 2027.

August 27, September 24, 2026
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

WORDS

ANGLER
BAG LIMIT
BAIT
BLINDS
BOBBER
CAMO
CAMOUFLAGE
CASTING
CATCH
DECOY
FLETCHING
GAME
HABITAT
HARVEST
LICENSE
LURE
NET
POACHING
QUARRY
SCENT
SEASON
TACKLE
TRACKING
WILDERNESS
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CROSSWORD

CLUES ACROSS

1. A place for wor-
ship

7. Referee declara-
tion

10. Torsos

12. Used to introduce
something

13. Healing method
14. Takes to the sea
15. Make law

16. French coastal
city

17. Hawaiian dish
18. Young of domes-
tic cattle

19. Women’s under-
garments

21. 60-minute inter-
vals (abbr.)

22. One after another
27. It’s a hot topic
these days

28. Folk band front-
man

33. They precede C
34. Heavenly

36. Fiddler crabs

37. Major Hindu
deity

39. Cost per mile

40. __ Romeo, car
41. Rural municipali-
ty in Manitoba

44. Narratives

45. “A tragedy had __
him”

48. Iranian city

49. Praises publicly
50. Founding Father
Franklin

51. Herbal teA

CLUES DOWN

1. Indian unit of
mass

2. “Tears in Heaven”
singer Clapton

3. Part of a sailing
vessel

4. Part of (abbr.)

5. Polynesian garland
of flowers

6. Keyboard key

7. One who steals

8. Large oven

9. Former CIA

10. Idea

11. Solomon Islands
capital

38. Hebrew given name 12. Afrikaans

14. Remove thatch
17. Television net-
work

18. Jalen Brunson is
one

20. Title of respect
23. Flowering trees
24. Occurring in a
tube

25. Exists

26. Woman (French)
29. Expression of
doubt

30. NHL legend
Bobby

31. Accomplished

32. Makes slightly wet
35. National Assn. of
Manufacturers

36. Not sated

38. Poe’s middle
name

40. Swiss river

41. Rhythmic pattern
in Indian music

42. “Shane” actor
Ladd

43. Popular whodunit
board game

44, Bar bill

45. Ballplayer’s tool
46. Indicates near
47. Feet per second

1

2 3

WiofD ScpAgBLE

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to hunting and fishing.
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Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!
Here’s How It Works: Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To

solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear
only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it
gets to solve the puzzle!

GUESS WHO »

| am an actor born on September 22,1987,
in England. | was a talented choir singer
as a child and was offered an opportunity
to join a prestigious choir. | ended up
playing a child villain in a series of films
based on books about wizards. Most
recently | reprised the role on stage.
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Rec night at the
War Eagle football game

Want to have clearer

conversations?
ArO u n d ' 0 u Apply for your free
phone today!
Built for ~
Real Life 1
How to Qualify
Florida Resident Provided at
Age 3+

No Cost
Have Hearing Loss or =
Speech Disorder

How to Apply
Online: WWW.FTRI.ORG/FREE
Request an application form:
800-222-3448 - customercare@ftri.org

Visit an FTRI Regional Distribution Center:
FTRI.ORG/LOCATIONS

Landline NOT Needed

Florida S
Telecommunications “&5&’@%%:%%
Relay, Inc.

800-222-3448
1820 E. Park Ave, Suite 101, Tallahassee, FL 32301

SAVE-THE-DATE

FLORIDA WILD MAMMAL ASSOCIATION
<+—a— INVITES YOU TO =+—*—+

FEATHERS & FUR

MoONLIGHT IN THE WILD
W@q&m’m&fa SLall
A

AN EVENING TO SUPPORT
RESCUE « REHABILITATE » RELEASE « EDUCATE

£

SATURDAY,

OCTOBER 17, 2026
6:30 PM — 10:30 PM

HISTORIC

SOPCHOPPY GYMNASIUM

159 YELLOW JACKET ROAD
SOPCHOPPY, FLORIDA

Sickels 875.00 Each

' SCAN THE QR CODE TOJ
PURCHASE TICKETS OR
DISCOVER SPONSORSHIP
L4

OPPORTUNITIES!

198 EDGAR POOLE RD., CRAWFORDVILLE, FL. % donna.wfma@gmail.com + 904-424-5473

+
4

Your local
source for
news.
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PHOTOS BY KEN FIELDS & PERRY DISSMORE
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From Front Page

50 people in attendance.

Shelly Bell, Vice Pres-
ident for Workforce De-
velopment at TSC, noted
that in addition to work-
force training, the design
of the building will allow
it to serve as a hurricane
shelter up to a Category
3 hurricane.

formerly
Habitat for Humanity

Re-Sell
Store

850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

The two-story building
will feature classrooms,
specialized laboratories,
a healthcare simula-
tion center, conference
and community meeting
spaces, and advanced
instructional technology.

Dr. Henry Mack, Ed-
ucation Commissioner,
called the planned facil-
ity a “life-transforming
opportunity” for Wakul-
la residents, and noted
efforts by Gov. Ron De-

Santis’ administration to
fund job training without
student loans for short-
term career and techni-
cal education programs.
Jim Murdaugh, pres-
ident of TSC, bestowed
special credit on TSC’s
Vice President for Work-
force Development and
Brendie Hawkins of the
college’s grants depart-
ment for the project.

RMS Marine |

Specializing in All of your Commercial
Fishing, Crabbing & Scalloping Supplies
850-926-3114 - 800-726-3104

3026 Coastal Hwy, Crawfordville FL
RMSMarineSupply.com

don’t have it...
I we We can get it:

L

LOWE LEGAL & TITLE HAS JOINED AUSLEY MCMULLEN
A Trusted Legacy. Expanded Resources.

A AUSLEY
MCMULLEN

Lowe Legal & Title joins with
Ausley McMullen, expanding the
resources available to our clients
while continuing our longstanding
commitment to serving Wakulla
County and North Florida.

AUSLEY.COM 850-926-8245

[

4 S

A Wakulla Wild

Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE
TO HELP?

We always need donations
of these items:

® Bleach dog food
® Paper e Friskies wet
towels & dry cat
® Fruit cocktail food
® Birdseed & * Dawn dish
nuts soap
® Pedigree
wet & dry
Florida Wild
Mamma|

Association

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327
FWYWMA . org

363-2351
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850-926-9100
WPTPROPERTIES.COM

“Let Waypoint Properties help

you find your way home...”

Next{game:

N *x

Friday, September 25
Wakulla War Eagles host the Suwanne
Bulldogs at 7 p.m. at J.D. Jones Stadium.

War Eagles beat Rickards,

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

The Wakulla War Ea-
gles outlasted an athletic
Rickards Raiders team
on Friday night, getting a
14-7 win and improving
to 4-1.

Head Coach Derek
Allen Jr. noted that his
offense struggled to
get something going. It
was 7-7 at halftime and
Wakulla didn’t score the
go-ahead touchdown
until 2 minutes to go in
the 4th quarter.

By that time, the
Wakulla offense had
worn down the Rick-
ards defense, who were
noticeably gassed, as
Coach Allen called run-
ning play after running
play, led by wildcat quar-
terback Jaylen Jones,
who always seems to
move the ball forward.
He scored on a 22-yard
run with 2:21 left in the
game.

That drive was set up
by a great interception by
Demarkus Roberts at his
own 25.

Rickards only score
came on a super-athletic
interception at the line of
scrimmage, pulling the
pass out of the air and
taking it in for a score.
That was in the first
quarter.

“Not much you could
do about that,” Coach
Allen said.

On the next series,
the War Eagles came
right back with a 50-yard
bomb from quarterback
Ashton Brooks to De-
markus Roberts.

That was all the scor-

Coaches Corner

brought to you by 8{

AR

SALES
OC

Family Owned & Operated
Same Location for 42 Years

850-878-0788

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8AM - 5PM
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Receiver Demarkus Roberts catches a 50-yard bomb for a touchdown. He also had an interception on defense.

ing until the fourth quar-
ter.

COACK'S GOIRNIE

Brought to you by:

850-.926-.3300

5 12219)Grawfordvilley H WY Grawfordville ", -.\ !

LELS MOW DOWNIIHECOMBERILION

3youtdoorequipmentcrawfordville.stihldealer.net

FROM ThiE COAGH

Last week: A good win over an athletic Rick-
ards team. Running game wore the Raider de-
fense down.

Scouting: The undefeated Suwannee Bulldogs (=]

OUTDOOR
EQUIPMENT

But the War Eagle de-
fense played bend-don’t-

3

L IR

break, and while the
Raiders got into the red

zone a couple of times,
they got no points.

t

www.thewakullasun.com

14-7

Offensive player of the
week was Jaylen Jones,
who had 17 carries for
108 yards and a touch-
down.

Defensive player of the
week was Zavion Carn-
line who had five tackles
including a tackle for
loss.

Special teams player
of the week was Peyton
Griffin, the long-snap-
per.

And overall player of
the week was Demarkus
Roberts with his touch-
down catch and inter-
ception.

Kicker Colby Carran-
za was 2-for-2 on extra
points.

Linebacker Rayshon
St. Hilaire had 12 tack-
les.

UP NEXT: SUWANNEE
BULLDOGS

District play gets un-
derway this week as the
War Eagles host un-
defeated district rival
Suwannee Bullodgs at
J.D. Jones Stadium this
Friday night.

The Bulldogs are un-
defeated, and Allen com-
pared the team to Taylor
County and his own War
Eagles, adding: “They’re
a tough opponent.”

Unlike Wakulla, the
Bulldogs have really only
had one close game out
of the five they’ve played,
said Allen.

The key to winning,
the coach said, is just
“Being us. Not trying to
get too cute. Not looking
for a big play — just tak-
ing what they give us.”

LS
.

'. Quarterback Jaylen

Jones running for the
game-winning touch-

L down with 2 minutes left

in the game.

are a tough opponent. It’s a district game. ""_E
Key to victory: War Eagles need to be them- 8 PHOTOS BY
selves. Play their game, don’t look for big plays, . KEN FIELDS
justtake what the Bulldog defense gives them. %
Proudisponsoriofiplayersiofithelweek
GOIWAREAGLES ’
Special Teams '
NO PHOTO

DEMARKUS ROBERTS ZAVION CARNLINE PEYTON GRIFFIN Listen at 94.1 FM, or with the free Wave 94 app,
Receiver, defensive back Quarterback Defensive end Long snapper ‘ or here: www.wave94.com/listen-live
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